
































































 

 

 

The mission of the Oregon Water Resources Congress is to promote the protection 

and use of water rights and the wise stewardship of water resources. 

795 Winter St. NE | Salem, OR 97301 | Phone: 503-363-0121 | Fax: 503-371-4926 | www.owrc.org 

 

July 31, 2015 
 
John Unger 
Oregon Water Resources Department 
725 Summer Street NE, Suite A 
Salem, Oregon 97301 
 
 
Dear Mr. Unger: 
 
The Oregon Water Resources Congress (OWRC) is writing in support of the East Valley 
Water District’s grant application for its Drift Creek Water Storage Project in Silverton, 
Oregon. OWRC urges the Oregon Water Resources Department (WRD) to provide 
matching funds for this project from the Water Conservation, Reuse, and Storage grant 
program established under SB 1069. 
 
OWRC is a nonprofit association representing irrigation districts, water control districts, 
improvement districts, drainage districts, and other agricultural water suppliers.  These 
local government entities operate complex water management systems, including water 
supply reservoirs, canals, pipelines, and hydropower production, and deliver water to 
roughly 1/3 of all irrigated land in Oregon. OWRC has been promoting the protection 
and use of water rights and the wise stewardship of water resources on behalf of 
agricultural water suppliers for over 100 years.  As such, we are highly supportive of 
long-term water supply planning and development efforts like the one being undertaken 
by the East Valley Water District.    
 
In the 2008 Legislative Session, OWRC was part of the original coalition of agricultural 
groups that successfully advocated for the passage and funding of SB 1069 resulting in 
the Water Conservation, Reuse, and Storage grant program.  Since its inception, this 
grant program has funded many worthwhile feasibility projects, including previous work 
by the East Valley Water District.  The East Valley Water District's Drift Creek Water 
Storage Project is exactly the type of planning effort OWRC and its partners imagined 
when we advocated for the passage of SB 1069, and we believe it meets the 
fundamental intent behind that bill. 
 
The Drift Creek Water Storage Project is an ongoing endeavor started by the district to 
develop a new water supply in Silverton, Mt. Angel and Molalla in Marion County.  The 
project seeks to develop an alternative water supply for existing farmers and alleviate 
usage pressure on already strained groundwater systems.  Due to limited water 
availability in the area, local farmers have little recourse and are increasingly challenged 
with finding adequate water supplies to irrigate crops in one of the most fertile areas of 
the Willamette Valley.  Additionally, providing funding for this project has the potential to 
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benefit not only the farmers and other agricultural water users within the district, but also 
provide environmental benefits to fish and wildlife through cooler surface water 
temperatures.   
 
The East Valley Water District’s Drift Creek Water Storage Project is a highly worthwhile 
project that will provide economic, social, and environmental benefits to the local 
watershed and the users that rely upon it as well as accrue to the broader population of 
Oregon.  This type of project is also an essential element to implementing with the 
Oregon’s Integrated Water Resources Strategy (IWRS) and WRD’s ongoing efforts to 
meet Oregon’s long-term water needs.  Continuing support of the East Valley Water 
District’s Drift Creek Water Storage Project aligns well with the IWRS and its 
recommended action to improve access to built storage.   
 
Specifically, the requested funding will go towards the following key study components:  
(1) further alternatives analysis on potential off-stream storage opportunities; (2) further 
evaluation of the project’s ability to provide “ecological flows” downstream to promote 
healthier stream ecology; (3) elk studies; (4) phase II cultural resources analysis. Each 
of these areas are important aspects in determining the feasibility of the project, 
including addressing questions from project opposition.  OWRC wholeheartedly 
recommends continued support and full funding of the East Valley Water District’s Drift 
Creek Water Storage Project from the Water Conservation, Reuse, and Storage grant 
program. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
April Snell 
Executive Director 
 




