
Oregon Water Resources Department 
Water Conservation, Reuse and Storage Grant Program 

Evaluation for September 2, 2008 Applications 
 
APPLICANT: City of Tigard / Clean Water Services 

STUDY TYPE:  Reuse 

APPLICATION NO.: GR0021 09 

STUDY NAME:  Tigard-Area Water Reuse Study 

BASIN: Willamette WRD DISTRICT:  18 

WRD FUNDS 
REQUESTED:  $70,000 TOTAL COST:  $142,000 

 
APPLICATION DESCRIPTION: 
Since 1984, Clean Water Services has been producing reuse water for irrigation within the Cities of Tigard and 
Durham.  The goal of the study is to expand the reuse of wastewater treatment plant effluent to enhance an 
“urban stream” identified as a project in the Tigard City Center Renewal Plan, improve the livability of the 
Tigard downtown core, and augment the flow of Fanno Creek.  Fanno Creek is a tributary to the Tualatin River 
that is impacted by low summertime flows – its lowest flow was 1 cubic foot per second (cfs) in September 
2001, and frequently is less than 5 cfs in July and August.  Fanno Creek also exceeds temperature standards 
established for protecting salmonids.  
 
This study will evaluate the feasibility of expanding the reuse of effluent from Clean Water Service’s 21 million 
gallon per day Durham Advanced Wastewater Treatment Facility to serve the City of Tigard downtown area 
and reduce the demands on Fanno Creek.  The planning study would identify the: 1) Potential demand for reuse 
water in Tigard; 2) Benefits and impacts of reducing discharge to the Tualatin River; 3) Capital improvements 
needed to deliver reuse water to meet the demand; 4) Operational and maintenance costs associated with 
identified capital improvements; 5) Public acceptance issues that must be addressed in order to implement a 
successful reuse program in a downtown area; and 6) Opportunities to use reuse water to offset irrigation 
withdrawals during the summer, thus restoring Fanno Creek summertime flows. 
 
APPLICATION REVIEW TEAM EVALUATION: 
The Application Review Team recognized that the City of Tigard is already using reuse water on park facilities 
near its wastewater treatment facility and has attained a good level of public acceptance.  The team also 
recognized that the applicants relied on good water supply demand and future water supply needs assessments, 
that there was good local support from the business community and golf courses for using a significant portion 
of the 21 million gallons per day wastewater treatment effluent capacity.  There was also the potential of both 
improving streamflows and water quality in Fanno Creek. 
 
The team was concerned that the last three study elements (Tasks 9, 10, and 11: develop implementation plan, 
identify permit requirements, and indentify funding sources) were going too far into implementation and were 
not appropriate for this feasibility study grant program to fund. 
 
The study is a priority for funding under SB 1069 because it is identified on the Department’s statewide water 
assessment and inventory of potential conservation opportunities.  The study could begin in January 2009 and 



be completed by December 1, 2009. 
 
Application Review Team Funding Recommendation:  Do Fund: Medium Priority at $53,000.  Do not fund 
Tasks 9, 10, and 11: Develop implementation plan; Identify permit requirements; Identify funding sources. 
 
COMMENTS: 
None received. 
 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION:   
Do Fund at $50,350.  Do not fund Tasks 9, 10, and 11: Develop implementation plan; Identify permit 
requirements; Identify funding sources. 
 
The staff recommendation reflects a 5 percent across the board funding reduction on all studies. 
 

Commission Action: 
 
On December 5, 2008, the Water Resources Commission took action to: 
 

“Release funding to all feasibility study applicants the Commission authorized at its’ 
November 20 meeting, at a level representing 95% of staff recommendations, and move 
forward with grant agreement negotiations and signatures.” 

 
This feasibility study received an award amount of $47,832. 
 
 


