
New Water 
Transaction Tools: 
Opportunities for 

Innovation 

Improving instream flow in 

periods of drought and beyond 



More than one beneficial use for a water right 

www.tu.org 

Multiple beneficial uses on a water 

right: 

• Already exists (irrigation, domestic, 

stock) 

• Examples in Shasta Basin 

• Can be well defined conditions 
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Split-season leasing: 

• Allow more than one use swap per 

season 

• Support necessary monitoring to 

prevent enlargement/injury 

• Would facilitate conservation 

irrigation and voluntary rotations  

 



Prioritization of Inefficient Systems 

www.tu.org 

What is the ROI? 

• Volume to save 

• Timing of savings 

• Ecologic need 

• Economic benefits 
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Outreach and Education 

www.tu.org 

Broad participation is an essential element for success! 

• Drought tools 

• Support local and “hyper-local” planning 

• Culture of conservation  

• Municipal,  Agriculture, Recreation 
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Reduce the risk – Identify priority areas and manage 

www.tu.org 5 

Thermal refugia 



Reduce the risk – Implement BMPs 
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Strategic Considerations 

www.tu.org 

• Set targets 

• Plan for the long-term 

• Prioritize investments 

• Monitor 

• Adaptive management 

7 


