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TOM BYLER NAMED OREGON WATER RESOURCES DEPARTMENT DIRECTOR 

On September 17, the Oregon State Senate confirmed Governor Kitzhaber’s appointment of Tom Byler to 

serve as the new Director of the Oregon Water Resources Department.  The Oregon Water Resources 

Department is the state agency responsible for managing water in Oregon with the dual goals of 

addressing Oregon's water supply needs, while also restoring and protecting streamflows and watersheds.   

"Tom consistently brings stakeholders to the table to find common ground and invest in collaborative and 

innovative approaches to address natural resources challenges," said Governor Kitzhaber.  "He will 

provide the necessary leadership to help Oregonians capitalize on opportunities to meet their water supply 

needs and protect streamflows." 

 

Byler, a fifth generation Oregonian born and raised in Pendleton, began working on water policy issues in 

1995 as a legislative assistant for Oregon State Representative Charles "Chuck" Norris, who chaired the 

House Water Policy Committee.  He then went on to work as the legislative coordinator at the Oregon 

Water Resources Department and later served as a natural resources policy advisor to both Governor 

Kulongoski and Governor Kitzhaber.   

  

In 2005, Byler was appointed to his current role as the Executive Director of the Oregon Watershed 

Enhancement Board, a state agency that provides grants to help Oregonians take care of local streams, 

rivers, wetlands and natural areas.  

 

“It has been an honor to serve at OWEB for the past nine years, helping communities restore watersheds,” 

said Byler.  “I look forward to continuing to serve Oregonians in my new role, as identifying solutions to 

water challenges is essential to sustaining Oregon's ecosystems, economy, and quality of life.”  

Byler will assume his duties as Director of the Oregon Water Resources Department on October 1.   
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