






 

 
  

Thomas J. Bennett    625 SE Salmon Ave. Ste. 4  Phone:  (541) 923-4358 ex. 123 

District Conservationist   Redmond, OR  97756 

                                                                            Fax:  (541) 923-4713 

 

December 12, 2011 

 

Jefferson County SWCD 

625 SE Salmon Ave 

Redmond, OR  97756 

 

Re. North Juniper Butte Water Conservation Feasibility Study 

 

Please accept this as my letter of support for your application to the Oregon Dept. of Water Resources 

Water Conservation, Reuse and Storage Grant Program.  The USDA Natural Resources Conservation 

Service (NRCS) is in the process of working with our partners to focus our efforts on locally identified 

priorities.  Water conservation has been a priority for several years and we have tried to target specific 

areas when projects there were proposed.  This study will provide a good framework to target 

improvements that are coordinated and measurable.  A combination of irrigation district infrastructure 

and on farm improvements has proven to be successful model for water conservation. 

If you have any questions, please let me know, 

Thanks, 

 

 

 

 

Thomas J. Bennett 

District Conservationist 

(541) 923-4358 ext 123 

fax: (541) 923 4713 

tom.bennett@or.usda.gov 
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December 6, 2011 

 

Oregon Water Resources Department 

Attention:  Bill Fujii 

725 Summer Street NE, Suite A 

Salem, OR  97301 

 

To whom it may concern: 

 

This letter is in support of the South Juniper Butte Water Conservation Feasibility Study being 

proposed by the Jefferson County SWCD. They are proposing to redesign the water distribution 

system and implement a water conservation and re-use strategy in the South Juniper Butte area.  The 

project would determine water savings from piping open delivery ditches and implementing on-farm 

irrigation water management and options for re-use of irrigation water. 

 

This project benefits the Crooked and Deschutes Rivers. Poor water quality and impaired fish habitat 

due to low flows are of concern in both rivers, which are the sources for irrigation water in the 

project area.  Any project that leaves water instream benefits the rivers and the fish.  Currently, 

excess used irrigation water leaves the South Juniper Butte area and flows into the Crooked River 

laden with eroded soil and probably nitrates and phosphorus. Replacing the flow from this silty 

tailwater with clean water left instream is also a benefit. 

 

This project also benefits the landowners and the North Unit Irrigation District (NUID). Landowners 

are hoping a pressurized delivery system will reduce their pumping costs. The NUID will have 

reduced maintenance with a piped delivery system, would be able to use a portion of the conserved 

water to provide water to patrons in low water years, and eliminate pumping costs from the Crooked 

River. 

 

This project fully supports the Middle Deschutes Agricultural Water Quality Management Area 

Plan, which promotes “cost-effective agricultural activities that improve and protect water quality”. 

 

The Oregon Department of Agriculture applauds the North Unit Irrigation District, the Jefferson 

County SWCD, landowners, and all other partners for working together on this beneficial project.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

Ellen Hammond, Regional Water Quality Specialist 

Oregon Department of Agriculture 

475 NE Bellevue Drive, Suite 110 

Bend, OR  97701 

 



 

 

 
                 

625 S.E. Salmon Ave. Suite4               Phone:  (541) 923-4358 x 115 

Redmond, Oregon 97756-9580            Fax:  (541) 923-4713 

 
 

November 29, 2011 

 

 

Oregon Water Resource Department 

2011 Water Conservation, Reuse and Storage Grant Application 

 

RE:  South Juniper Butte Water Conservation Feasibility Study 

 

To Whom It May Concern: 

 

This letter is in support of the Jefferson County Soil & Water Conservation District’s 

proposed feasibility study of piping open irrigation canals and the construction of tail 

water ponds near South Juniper Butte.   

 

The project will improve Resource Management conditions, including sediment control 

within tributaries of the Deschutes River.  Efficiency in irrigation water management will 

also improve due to the increase in water quality, resulting in water and energy 

conservation.   

 

The project will benefit from an engineering feasibility study that will evaluate hydraulic 

parameters and site specific conditions. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

Nicholle Kovach 

Deschutes Basin Engineer 

USDA-Natural Resources Conservation Service 
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