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Oregon’s Integrated 
Water Resources Strategy

Goals: understand and meet 
Oregon’s water resource needs…

…instream and out-of-stream
…quality, quantity, and ecosystem needs
…today and in the future



Statutory and Historic Foundation



Oregon’s House Bill 3369 (2009), Sect 44-45

• Directs Oregon Water 
Resources to lead efforts

• Partner with DEQ, 
ODFW, ODA

• And other agencies, tribes, 
stakeholders, public

• Sets forth goals above
•Account for pressures, 
including climate change



Built on a Good Foundation

• Robust data sets in place (can always use more!)
• Experience planning for the future
• Solid body of federal and state laws in place
• Grants and loans for local communities
• Technical tools available for communities to use
• Well-informed stakeholders
• Strong local partnerships
• Strong inter-agency relationships



Defining a Strategy

The Integrated Water Resources Strategy 
will provide an “action agenda”

for the next five years.



Vision and Goals

Vision:

A statewide integrated water resources strategy will bring various 
sectors and interests together to work toward the common 
purpose of maintaining healthy water resources to meet the needs 
of Oregonians and Oregon’s environment for generations to come.

Goals:

#1.  Improve understanding of Oregon’s water resource needs.
#2.  Meet Oregon’s water resource needs.



Goals and Objectives

Goal #1: Improve understanding of Oregon’s water resource needs
Objective 1: …instream needs
Objective 2: …out-of-stream needs
Objective 3: …water resources today
Objective 4: …pressures that could affect needs
Objective 5: …pressures that could affect access to clean and reliable 

water resources

Goal #2:  Meet Oregon’s water resource needs
Objective 6: Improve water resource health
Objective 7: Improve economic certainty and cultural access



Goals, Objectives and Recommended Actions

Goal #1: Improve understanding of Oregon’s water resource needs
Objective 1: …instream needs…recommended action
Objective 2: …out-of-stream needs…recommended action
Objective 3: …water resources today…recommended action
Objective 4: …pressures that could affect needs…recommended action
Objective 5: …pressures that could affect access to clean and reliable 

water resources…recommended action

Goal #2:  Meet Oregon’s water resource needs
Objective 6: Improve water resource health…recommended action
Objective 7: Improve economic certainty & cultural access…rec. action

Use the following framework:
Info/Data, Planning Efforts, Public Policy, 

Statute/Rule, Funding, Education/Outreach



Roles and Responsibilities

Environmental Quality Comm.
Fish & Wildlife Commission

Board of Agriculture:
Notification & Consultation

Oregon 
Legislature

Governor's 
Office

Agency Advisory 
Group

Senate and 
House Policy 
Committees

Water Resources 
Commission (WRC):
 Adoption of Strategy

Public-Private 
Partnerships

Technical Advisory
Group

Key Stakeholders

Policy Advisory Group

Interested
Public

Project
Team

Four Agency Directors:
Water Resources Dept.

Dept. of Environmental Quality
Dept. of Fish and Wildlife

Dept. of Agriculture
Government-to-Government

(Legislative Committee
on Indian Affairs)

WRC Planning 
Committee



Project Team

• Brenda Bateman, Proj. Manager, Water Resources Dept.
• Christine Svetkovich, Dept. of Environmental Quality
• Bruce McIntosh & Rick Kepler, Dept. of Fish and Wildlife
• Ray Jaindl & Brent Searle, Dept. of Agriculture
• Alyssa Mucken, Policy Coordinator (WRD)
• Ken Stahr, Science Coordinator (WRD)
• Ryan Vanden Brink, Policy Intern (WRD)



Agency Advisory Group
• Water Resources Department
• Department of Environmental Quality
• Department of Fish and Wildlife
• Department of Agriculture
• Department of Energy
• Dept. of Land Conservation & 

Development
• Department of Forestry
• Dept. of Geology & Mineral Industries
• Dept. of Housing & Community Services

• Parks & Recreation Department
• Business Development Department
• Department of State Lands
• Department of Transportation
• Watershed Enhancement Board
• Dept. of Human Services - Drinking 

Water Program
• Economic Revitalization Team
• Environmental Justice Task Force
• Oregon Plan for Salmon & 

Watersheds – Core Team



Policy Advisory Group
• Glenn Barrett 

Barrett Livestock, Bonanza, Oregon
• Mike Campbell 

Stoel Rives LLP Attorneys at Law
• Jay Chamberlin

District Manager, Owyhee Irrigation District
• John DeVoe 

WaterWatch of Oregon
• Dennis Doherty 

Umatilla County
• Bill Gaffi 

Clean Water Services
• Patrick Griffiths 

City of Bend
• Todd Heidgerken 

Tualatin Valley Water District
• Tod Heisler 

Deschutes River Conservancy

• Teresa Huntsinger 
Oregon Environmental Council

• Tracey Liskey 
Co-Owner, Liskey Farms

• Peggy Lynch 
League of Women Voters of Oregon

• Janet Neuman 
Lewis & Clark Law School

• Eric Quaempts  
Confederated Tribes of the Umatilla Indian 
Reservation

• Mike Seppa 
Retired Dairy Farmer, Seppa Dairy Co.

• Lorna Stickel 
Portland Water Bureau and 
Regional Water Providers Consortium

• Richard Wells 
Monrovia Growers – Oregon

• Joe Whitworth 
The Freshwater Trust



Process and Timeline

Phase I: Setting
the Stage
(Fall 2009)

Phase II: 

 
Identifying 

 
Water Resource 

 
Needs

(Spring 2010)

Phase III: 

 
Developing
Recommended 

 
Actions
(2010‐2011)

Phase IV: 

 
Producing 

 
Oregon’s 1st

 
Strategy
(2012)

Phase V:
Project 

 
Implement.
(2012)



Process, Venues, Timeline for PAG

Please see Workplan Appendix B.



A View of the Final Product

• Foreword, Overview, and Background Sections
• Action Agenda

• Discussion of the objectives
• Background on each, taken from the issue papers
• Any technical work developed as part of the project
• Description of the options considered and 

recommendations made
• Appendices

• Agency information
• Sources of input and methodologies
• Sample plans from other states
• Examples of local water resource successes



“Discussion”

Please visit: 

www.wrd.state.or.us

or contact:

waterstrategy@wrd.state.or.us



Oregon’s Integrated Water Resources Strategy

Afternoon Session: 

Issue Papers and Public Involvement Plan

January 19, 2010



Issue (Background) Papers

• Overview

• Water Quantity

• Water Quality

• Economy

• Ecosystems & 
Ecology

• Social/Cultural

• Climate Change

Taking public 
comment…



Water Quantity Chapter

• Facing water scarcity today (precipitation)



Water Quantity Chapter

• Facing water scarcity today (groundwater supply)



Water Quantity Chapter

• Facing water scarcity today (surface water supply)



Water Quantity Chapter

• Oregon has very real opportunities for solutions



Water Quantity Chapter

• Oregon has very real opportunities for solutions
Geologic Suitability for Underground Storage



Water Quantity Chapter

• Oregon has very real opportunities for solutions



Water Quantity Chapter

• Oregon has very real opportunities for solutions

 Conservation / Water Efficiency

 Recycled Water

Water Treatment Technologies 

 And More…



Water Quality Chapter



Water Quality Chapter

Pressures are growing:

• increasingly strict water quality standards
• emerging contaminants
• stormwater effects
• protection of drinking water sources
• land use changes
• deteriorating infrastructure
• climate change ~ increase in water temperature



Water Quality Chapter

• Oregon has very real opportunities for solutions:

Encourage use of recycled water

Graywater programs

Stormwater management



Ecology & Ecosystems Chapter

Figure 1



Ecology & Ecosystems Chapter

• Oregon has very real opportunities for solutions:

Flow restoration programs

Fish recovery programs

Wetlands, forest lands, floodplain management



Economy Chapter

Working with natural resource agencies to better 
understand the “value” of water in each industry.

Municipal Systems
Domestic Wells
Self-Supplied Industry
Agriculture

Today’s Consumptive Demands by Sector

Agriculture



Economy Chapter

“A sustainable, economically viable supply of water for 
present and future agriculture industry growth is a top 

priority among agricultural interests.”

--informal survey of agricultural
interests by Oregon Board of Agriculture



Economy Chapter

• One of every 10 jobs in Oregon is associated 
with the agriculture/food industries.

• Agriculture generates $25.8 billion to Oregon’s 
economy -- 10% of the state’s economic activity.

“Oregon Agriculture and the Economy,” OSU Rural Studies Special Report 1080, February 2008,



Economy Chapter

• 80% of Oregon’s ag production 
leaves the state.

• 40% of Oregon’s ag production 
leaves the country.

• Oregon growers produce more 
than 220 commodities.

Field Crops
5%

Grains
8%

 & Grass
Legumes

10%
Hay & Forage

8% & Nursery
Greenhouse

17%
Small Fruits

3%

 Christmas
 & Trees

woodlands
7%

Other Specialty
3%

 & Tree Fruits
Nuts
6%

 Veg & Truck
Crops
5%

Cattle & Calves
15% Dairy

9%

Other Animal
2%

Poultry
2%



Economy Chapter

• Oregon’s summers are dry—everywhere in the state.
• Nearly 45% of Oregon farms irrigate.
• 62% of harvested cropland acres are irrigated.
• Nearly 80% of the value of Oregon’s harvested crops 

come from irrigated farms.

2002-03 Irrigation Census of Agriculture, U.S. Department of Agriculture,

Agriculture Needs Water:



Economy Chapter

• Oregon has very real opportunity for Ag-related 
solutions:

Conservation / Water Efficiency

Reuse (recycled) Water

Aquifer Recharge and Recovery

Water Right Transfers

Interstate Partnerships (Columbia River, etc.)



Economy Chapter

• The Project Team and Governor’s Office have 
been conducting interviews at OBDD to get 
similar statistics from other Oregon businesses 
about the value of water to their economic health.

• Other agencies (Oregon Dept. of Energy, Dept. of 
Forestry, Dept. of Fish and Wildlife) are also 
developing information to demonstrate the value 
of having water instream for energy, navigation, 
forestry, and commercial fisheries.



Cultural, Public Health, and 
Environmental Justice Chapter

3,512 total public water systems 

870

335

1421

886

Community (cities, mobile
home parks)

Semi-residential (schools,
employers), nontransient
noncommunity
Transient (campgrounds,
parks, restaurants, motels)

Very small systems (4-14
connections, 10-24 people),
ORS 448



Cultural, Public Health, and 
Environmental Justice Chapter

Environmental justice is equal protection from 
environmental and health hazards, and meaningful 
public participation in decisions that affect the 
environment in which people live, work, learn, practice 
spirituality and play.

Environmental justice communities include minority 
and low income communities, tribal communities, and 
other communities traditionally underrepresented in 
public processes.



Cultural, Public Health, and 
Environmental Justice Chapter

State‐Tribal Water Forum 11‐18‐09



Coming Pressures

• Population Growth

• Land Use Changes

• Climate Change



Coming Pressures: Climate Change



Next Steps

• Continue taking public comment on all papers.
• Comments received by Jan. 31 will go into the 

Water Resources Commission’s February 
discussion packet.  

• Papers and public comments will publicly 
available, and included in WRC & PAG materials.

• Revised issue papers are scheduled for release 
during Phase 2 (early-to-mid 2010).

• Final issue papers will be included in the 2012 
Integrated Water Resources Strategy.



Public Involvement Plan

• Appendix E in Workplan
• Resource for PAG
• Variety of Opportunity 

for Public Involvement~
• Face-to-Face
• Print/Hardcopy 
• Electronically

• “If we had more 
resources…”



2010 Open Houses
Three Purposes:
• Disseminate information about the Strategy 

(project basics, timeline, opportunities to 
participate).

• Seek input from community members (water 
resource challenges, opportunities, and 
recommended actions).

• Highlight successful examples of water resource 
solutions currently underway in Oregon 
communities.



2010 Open Houses

Format:

• Late afternoon / evenings
• Open house format with “stations”
• Kids Corner
• Refreshments (looking for sponsors!)
• Agency field staff on hand



2010 Open Houses

Gresham City Hall
March 31

Holiday Inn
April 7

Umatilla City Hall
April 8April 21

“The Barn”
April 22

M. Library
May 11

, Oregon Institute of Technology
May 12

May TBD

ODFW Commission Room
June 8

June TBD

•Dates 
have 
changed.

•Always 
check the 
website!



Discussion…
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