
Water Resources Department 
Water Conservation, Reuse and Storage Grant Program 
 
Interested parties are reminded that the 30-day public comment period for the 2011 Water 
Conservation, Reuse and Storage Grant Program, which opened on February 14, 2012, closes on 
March 15, 2012. 
 
The Department published a list of feasibility study grant applications on February 14 that a multi-
agency review team is recommending for funding.  The listing does not constitute a funding 
commitment; public comment must first be incorporated into staff recommendations, which will be 
presented to the Water Resources Commission for final decision at its April 2012 meeting.  Funding 
levels are dependent on the issuance of Lottery-backed bonds, scheduled for May 2012.  Release of 
funds will not occur until a negotiated grant agreement is signed. 
 
Copies of the applications are available on the Department web site; please see: 
http://www.wrd.state.or.us/OWRD/LAW/conservation_reuse_storage_grant.shtml  
 
The Water Conservation, Reuse and Storage Grant Program, established by Senate Bill 1069 (2008), 
is designed to fund the qualifying costs of planning studies that evaluate the feasibility of developing 
water conservation, reuse or storage projects.  The 2011 Legislature approved continuation of this 
grant program for the 2011-13 biennium through the use of Lottery-backed bonds scheduled to be 
issued in May 2012 and available for distribution in June 2012. 
 
Applications for projects were solicited by the Water Resources Department from October 3, 2011 to 
December 15, 2011.  Twenty three applications were accepted, totaling approximately $2.3 million.  
An Application Review Team (ART), which included agency staff and other state agency staff, 
reviewed the applications using criteria established in 2008.  They met on February 9 to advise Grant 
Program staff and make recommendations. 
 
All the applications had components that were considered to be of merit for funding from the grant 
program.  However, due to the limited funding, the Water Resources Commission will be unable to 
fully fund all the applications.  The Application Review Team developed a recommendation for 
Commission consideration, dividing the applications into two major groupings:  1) Approve grant and 
funding; and 2) Solicit secondary applications and approve grants if funding is available. 
 
Those that the Application Review Team recommended for funding are listed below alphabetically.  
 
Central Oregon Irrigation District, Redmond  11,485  
Deschutes River Conservancy, Bend  50,000  
Dundee, City of  30,000  
East Valley Water District  71,665  
Fessler Nursery, Woodburn  11,405  
Grande Ronde Model Watershed - Upper Grande Ronde La Grande  56,000  
Hood River County  250,000  
Jefferson County Soil and Water Cons Dist  15,350  
La Creole Orchards, Portland  6,200  
Medford Water Commission  100,000  
Sisters, City of  21,210  
Talent Irrigation District - WISE  243,000  
Tri City Water & Sanitary Authority, Myrtle Creek  16,500  
Umatilla Basin Watershed Council, Pendleton  34,020  

 
 



Those that are recommended for funding subject to availability of funds and possible adjustments to 
the scope of the grant through a secondary application process are listed below alphabetically. 
 
Clean Water Services, Hillsboro  57,000  
Corvallis, City of  466,977  
Grande Ronde Model Watershed - Lostine, La Grande  56,000  
Lane Council of Governments  242,553  
Lower Powder Irrigation District, Baker City  42,409  
Polk County  80,538  
Springfield/Eugene  170,262  
Walla Walla Basin Watershed Council, Milton-Freewater  129,200  
Water And Stream Health Committee (WASH)  134,000  

 
The public may comment on any of the 23 applications on either of these lists, on or before March 15.  
These comments, together with Application Review Team recommendations, will be incorporated into 
staff recommendations, which will be presented to the Water Resources Commission during its April 
19-20, 2012 meeting in Salem. 
 
Following the decision of the Commission, staff will work with applicants to develop a grant agreement 
that will include a statement of work, negotiated funding level, verification of matching requirements, 
and termination date for grant expenditures. 
 
This concludes the recommendations of the Application Review Team.  If you have questions or 
concerns please contact Bill Fujii at 503 986 0887.  Consistent with OAR 690-600-0060 public 
comments will be accepted until 5:00 p.m. on March 15, 2012.  Electronic submission is 
encouraged - send email to william.h.fujii@wrd.state.or.us.  Comments should be attached in an 
MS word or pdf format.  Faxed comments can be sent to 503 986 0903.  Written comments can 
be sent to the attention of Bill Fujii - Water Supply and Conservation Coordinator, Oregon 
Water Resources Department, 725 Summer St. NE Suite A, Salem, Oregon 97301. 

 

 


