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Art+poetry = creativity on display

(Left to right): Jada, writing facilitator Marilyn
Johnston and Angelina attend a reception July 2 for
the Salem art+poetry exhibit. Johnston coached
Jada and Angelina, whose artwork is on display in
downtown Salem. They attended the reception under
the supervision of Oak Creek staff Lori McGovern.
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Artwork by Oak Creek youth is on display in
Salem and Albany throughout July. The works
were created through the art+poetry program,
which encourages young people to “express
their place in the world by fusing visual art with
the written word,” says Barry Shapiro, a
professional photographer who volunteers in
several OYA facilities.

Art+poetry was created in partnership between
OYA and The Arts Center in Corvallis. “We bring
experienced teaching artists into places like
Oak Creek and anywhere we find young people
who normally would not have the opportunity
to make art,” said Cheryl French, coordinator of
the At-Risk Youth Art Education Program at The
Arts Center. “We see the changes that creating
art can make in these youths’ lives. For
example, one young woman said after finishing
an art and storytelling project at Oak Creek,
‘Now | see that there is a big picture and this is
just one stop on my life road. | have some
perspective.””

Works created by art+poetry are on display through July 18 on
the second floor of Liberty Plaza, 285 Liberty Street NE in Salem.
Other works are on display through July 31 at the Albany Main
Library, 2450 14th Avenue SE. A public reception for the Albany
exhibit will be held July 16 from 6:30 to 8:00 p.m.

art+poetry

Left to right: OYA's Christine Kirk, Dan Berger, Clint McClellan and
Fariborz Pakseresht view art by Oak Creek youth on display in
downtown Salem.



