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Youth contribute skills to “Makeover” project

Five youth from Camp Florence’s
Ocean Dunes High School got
two kinds of education in Sep-
tember — classroom and hands-
on construction experience, and
a lesson in how things don’t
always turn out as you expect.

The youth built a garden bench
for the Oregon School for the
Deaf in Salem as part of the
week-long “Extreme Makeover:
Home Edition” television produc-
tion, which built the first wing of a dormitory and upgraded the school’s Hal-
loween fundraiser Nightmare Factory haunted house.

Before building the bench, youth received classroom instruction in how to use
construction tools, plan a job, work safely and meet expectations on the work
site.

“Things moved quickly and the youth did a really good job of staying
focused,” said GLC2 Tom Schueneman, who accompanied the youth with
GLC2 Darth Watkins and counselor Jeff Pickell. “I think they did a really good
job of putting 2 and 2 together, realizing how they could use the information
once they entered the workforce.” That included the importance of being
able to use math, he said.

And the disappointment? Because some of the youth from Ocean Dunes and
two other participating high schools were younger than 18, they did the work
at a Salem Home Depot rather than under the warmth of television lights.
But, said Camp Florence director Clint McClellan, “they got to do something
for somebody else, which was a bonus.” The Willamette ESD, which provides
education staff for Ocean Dunes High School, arranged for the Camp Florence
youth to participate.
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Director’'s Column

Earlier this month
| had the pleasure
of participating
in Oregon’s 2010
~ Juvenile Justice
System Symposium
| in Eugene. It was
.| an exciting event
that drew nearly
250 participants from throughout the
state’s juvenile justice and public safety
communities.

The event was both the culmination of
nearly a year of planning, and the first
step in a system-wide collaboration

to develop an effective juvenile justice

system that will be sustainable during

an era of reduced resources.

For two intense days, participants
learned about the many components
and processes that make up our state’s
juvenile justice system, discussed issues
facing the system, and collaborated on
potential strategies for moving Ore-
gon’s juvenile justice system forward.
You can see the complete list of strate-
gies and proposed actions at
www.oregon.gov/OYA/jjs/Symposium_
framework.pdf.

Speaking at the event were Gover-

nor Ted Kulongoski, Oregon Supreme
Court Chief Justice Paul De Muniz,
and businessman and Chairman of the
Oregon Commission on Children and
Families Dick Withnell. Each of these
speakers challenged the group to think
of new ways of delivering services,
engaging non-traditional partners, and
crossing between “silos” to improve
outcomes for youth and communities.

A truly inspiring event at the Sympo-
sium was a panel of four young adults
who had gone through the juvenile
justice system. Two are in college and

hope to one day work with youth as
counselors and advocates. One already
is working as an anti-gang counselor
and is a motivational speaker. And the
fourth is a business owner who already
has expanded the size of his store twice
and volunteers at one of our facilities.

These four individuals — three young
men and one young woman — stand

as models of the kind of positive out-
comes we seek for the youth in our
care and custody. They are more than
crime-free; they are succeeding profes-
sionally, contributing to their communi-
ties, and serving as positive role models
for others.

The next step will be to turn the
ideas, enthusiasm and collaboration
that grew out of the Symposium into
actions. During the next few months
the Symposium Steering Committee
and event participants will begin to
flesh out many of the proposed strate-
gies to develop recommendations for
change. There also will be opportu-
nities for you to comment on these
recommendations and add your ideas
to the mix.

This is a challenging time. Oregon is
facing serious budget shortfalls that
require new ways of thinking, collabo-
rating and delivering services. But after
being a part of the Symposium, | know
this state’s juvenile justice system can
step up, work to develop system-side
solutions, and continue to contribute
to this state’s youth and communities.

Sincerely,

Vi 5B

Colette S. Peters
Director, OYA


http://www.oregon.gov/OYA/jjs/Symposium_framework.pdf
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Eastern Oregon’s Family
Day a success

Al

Above: Dan Haak

A record number of people participated
in Eastern Oregon YCF's seventh annual
Family Day, which featured a family
meal, games, youth rock band, and
youth performing country and western
music.

In all, 138 family members attended the
Sept. 25 event in 80-degree weather.

“Family Day is a time when parents and
guardians get to meet with facility staff,
managers, teachers and volunteers in a
welcoming atmosphere to learn more
about EOYCF’s treatment program,”
said Superintendent Dan Robertson. “It
allows us to showcase the facility and
the good things experienced by youth
in OYA custody, and it helps families
gain a better understanding of the
progress made by their youth.”

Families also are engaged in discussion
and planning about re-entry needs and
issues, he said.

Spearheading the planning, Robert-
son said, were the energy, enthusiasm
and organizing ability of GLC 2 Dan
Haak. Cooks Tami Freed and Carmen
Mix, supported by kitchen crew youth,
prepared barbecued hamburgers, hot
dogs, fruit, numerous salads, and des-
serts.

A number of youth collaborated to
develop a slide show that illustrated
for visitors their daily activities such as
school, vocational education and treat-
ment. Other youth set up a display of
vocational woodshop projects they had
made during the year, some of which
visitors purchased.

All staff and youth participated, Rob-
ertson said, flexing schedules to get the
facility painted, polished, welcoming
and set up so the event could happen
without incurring overtime costs.

Planning already is under way for Family
Day 2011.

Project Safe Streets
yielding positive results

After 18 months’ experience, a Mult-
nomah County collaboration aimed at
preventing new violence by high-risk
youth being supervised in the commu-
nity — those who have been involved
with guns, felony person crimes and
often gang associations — is reporting
positive results.

“If you talk with officers on the street
they will tell you they believe they have
prevented shootings, serious assaults
and robberies because they could inter-
vene before a situation got too far out
of hand,” said Michael Riedel, a Mult-
nomah County deputy district attorney.

OYA is a partner with the DA's office,
police agencies and the county Depart-
ment of Community Justice on Project
Safe Streets, which helps police obtain
immediate information about a youth’s
conditions of parole or probation. “I am
a phone call away,” said Debbie Han-
sen, OYA probation and parole supervi-
sor in Multnomah County.
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Suppose a police officer sees rival
gangs posturing against each other.

If the officer finds a youth is in viola-
tion of conditions — such as being in

an off-limits area, out after curfew or
associating with gang members — the
officer can give the youth a choice of
going home or being taken to county
detention. Hansen and Riedel agree
most youth choose the less restrictive
option, with only 12 youth being taken
into custody since February 2009 when
the interagency collaboration began.

In one case, Hansen said, a youth on
parole wouldn’t leave the scene of a
nighttime shooting, so she activated

a warrant so he could be taken into
county detention for violating condi-
tions of parole. The next day his parole
officer told the youth he not only
violated conditions but also could have
been shot or been mistaken for the
shooter.

“Previously, if an officer knew a youth
was on probation, all he could do

was contact the probation officer and
in eight days this kid would have to
come to court,” said Riedel, who also
is assigned to the DA's Project Safe
Neighborhoods program targeting
youth gun and gang violence. “This
program gives us a tool to act immedi-
ately using OYA conditions of parole.”

Youth remembers
Grandma’s advice

To select a youth speaker for the Sept.
15 dedication of the new Trask River
High School building in Tillamook,
language arts teacher Pam Miller had
offenders write essays about what
education means to them. Students
presented their speeches to Miller and
their peers, and five students were

selected to speak before a panel of
judges.

This is the text of one of the two youth
speeches delivered at the dedication
ceremony:

“About a year ago | lost my great
grandmother to fluid cancer. But
before she died, she asked me to do
one thing — get my diploma.

“Grandma said a lot of things before
she died. One of those things was a
quote on life. She said, ‘life is a master-
piece of art. Only you can accept the
opportunity to make it beautiful.””

“Grandma said, ‘always accept the
chance to learn to make something of
yourself.” This school is giving me that
chance. The teachers are giving me
that chance. And they are awarding
our efforts and allowing us to show
our pride with a high school diploma.

“Grandma said, ‘always be grateful
for what you get in life.” | am grate-
ful. Grateful that people care enough
to give us a new school, and give us

a chance to show we can use this
opportunity to get good paying jobs to
provide for our families and ourselves.

“Grandma said, ‘use your skills to your
best abilities.” She also said ‘work hard
to open new doors and to fix the old
ones, so you can be great.’

“This school has helped me in complet-
ing the main masterpiece of my life
and helped me to move on and start a
new life. It's a masterpiece my grandma
can be proud of.

“What grandma said was always for
the best. For me and others like me.
When | walk out of this facility with my
diploma, my head will be held up high.
| will know that people care and what
grandma said was right. Thank you.”



New voc-ed opportunities
for Hillcrest, Oak Creek

OYA education coordinator Frank Mar-
tin is passionate just talking about the
educational opportunities. “We're see-
ing everybody problem-solve at once,”
he said. “In bad times people seem to
come together to find solutions.”

The solution he is talking about involves
bringing new vocational opportuni-

ties to youth at Hillcrest and Oak Creek
YCFs.

Camp Florence Director Clint McClellan
is releasing a 48- by 30-foot greenhouse
that will help Oak Creek meet its goal
of raising plants for the City of Albany,
and he is letting go of woodworking
equipment that will become part of
Hillcrest YCF's planned career technical
education program in construction.

Martin said Camp Florence was no
longer using the greenhouse and wood-
working equipment after changing its
program to give youth more transitional
job opportunities in the community.

“This opens up another hands-on
opportunity for youth to investigate
careers in horticulture while also pro-
moting our partnership with the City of
Albany,” said Oak Creek Superinten-
dent Lory Humbert. Last spring the city
delivered 240 trees to Oak Creek for
youth to care for until the city plants the
trees this autumn.

Not only did Camp Florence offer the
equipment, Martin said, but the Oregon
Department of Education also approved
moving the woodworking equipment it
owns. And the Willamette ESD, which
provides education staff at both Hillcrest
and Camp Florence, agreed to load and
deliver the greenhouse and 17 pieces of
woodworking equipment later this year.

Camp Florence youth will disassemble
the greenhouse, photograph the parts
and write instructions so Oak Creek
youth can reassemble it. Bill Conlon,
principal of Hillcrest's Robert S. Farrell
High School, worked with Hillcrest YCF
Superintendent Troy Gregg and said the
woodworking equipment will be used in
a later phase of an unfolding construc-
tion program.

The Hillcrest program’s next component
will permit Hillcrest youth to earn indus-
try-recognized certificates in wood- and
metalworking that will guarantee them
interviews with participating employers
in the mid-Willamette Valley.

New “green” school helps
youth, boosts economy

Nearly 60 people attended the Sept. 15
dedication of the new Trask River High
School building in Tillamook.

“The caring of staff is the hallmark of
OYA," Senator Betsy Johnson, whose
district includes Tillamook County, said
at the event.

She noted that the Go Oregon! stimulus

project invested $1.25 million in educa-
tion, “all of which was spent in Oregon
and much of it spent locally.” She said
the project created 31 jobs, kept 21
other people working and did business
with 20 Oregon vendors.
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YOUTH AND
FAMILY FEEDBACK

“I think that Miguel
Herrera is an excellent
worker and caring.
Thank you.”

Below is a letter
received by Debbie
Hansen:

“| just want you to
know that | met Mike
Gregus yesterday and |
appreciated his concern
and honesty. He was
able to set up the MDT
meeting yesterday and

we have communicated.

| know that | bothered
you often but | want
to thank you for

your understanding
during a very difficult

situation, and for your
prompt attention to my
concerns.

| was very disappointed
and didn’t feel hopeful,
but things are much
better. | already feel
that even though this

is a tough time for me
and my family, we have
someone who will walk
with us through this
process. Thanks again.”

OCTOBER 2010
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For the first time, the new build-

ing allows Tillamook YCF and Camp
Tillamook offenders to have the “going
to school” experience of walking to a
separate building, to be issued individu-
alized class schedules, and to enroll in
online post-secondary classes.

Tillamook schools superintendent Randy
Schild, whose district provides Trask
River school staff, said the year-round
school passed the state “adequate
yearly progress” standard, considered
especially difficult for alternative high
schools, and conferred 37 diplomas in
the past year. “With an education you
have a chance,” he said, “and without
an education you have an uphill climb.”

“Qur vision is every youth who leaves
the Oregon Youth Authority will be
crime-free,” said Director Colette S.
Peters. “All of our youth have great
potential, and often it is the Youth
Authority that provides the chance to
meet that potential.”

The new building has six classrooms

as well as restrooms, administrative
offices, and central control and cam-
era monitoring. Its environmental and
energy efficiency elements include max-
imized day-lighting; site orientation that
allows for solar shading and enables
the building to operate without air-
conditioning; protection from prevailing
winds; low-flow fixtures and faucets;
high-efficiency forced-air gas heating
and ventilation; windows that open

for ventilation; roof and wall insulation
that exceed code; and a minimum of 20
percent materials containing recycled
content.

Principal Jerry Dorland said staff took
advantage of the stimulus funding to
include lessons about the economy
and Franklin Roosevelt and the Great
Depression. “The whole project was
educational,” he said.

Youth tour wind farm
and learn about jobs

It started small with DIY windmill kits
you could carry under your arm. But
the projects are producing eye-opening
education for youth at the six facilities
where youth are building them.

Six RiverBend youth who toured a Hori-
zon Wind Energy wind farm in Union
County Sept. 21 gained not only a new
understanding of alternative energy
but also information about careers with
good pay and benefits.

“That really got their attention,” said
interim superintendent Brian Blisard. “A
lot of young men were saying to me,
‘Mr. Blisard, did you know ...?" | said
the world is at your fingertips if you put
your mind to it.”

RiverBend High School teacher Erin
Creech pulled from a variety of sources
to write a science lesson plan on alter-
native energy. She said youth learned
that with a high school diploma they
could compete for entry-level appren-
tice technician jobs paying about $20
an hour. “They learned they can do
something where they enjoy the work,
get paid well and have an opportunity
for advancement,” she said. “The jobs
are very plentiful if they're willing to
travel.”

With the windmill kit, she said, youth
are experimenting with blade designs to

Continued on P7



see which can generate the most elec-  season has been included in the flu vac-
tricity and looking at applications such  cine for this season,” said OYA Medical
as charging MP3 players. Students will  Director Dr. Marcia Adams. “So this

be asked to write papers about the field year we will need to get only one flu
trip, career opportunities, what they've  vaccine.” Dr. Adams also said that,

INSIDE

Colette S. Peters

learned and how they are applying it, according to public health officials, vac- virector

she said. (Umatilla-Morrow ESD pro- cine is expected to be plentiful this year, Fariborz Pakseresht

vides education staff to RiverBend.) and everyone 6 months or older should Deputy Director

With a second Union County wind be vaccinated.

farm proposed, Blisard said he wants An estimated 380,000 Oregonians For more information,

to do more to promote green energy at  contract the seasonal flu annually. Even to submit ideas or

RiverBend. He wants to explore having  healthy people can get the flu, and it to write an article,

youth build solar panels or household-  can be serious. please contact the

size windmills or both, to produce more . . , Communications
Actions you can take to avoid getting Office:

for the transitional facility. i
power for the transitional facility and spreading the flu are:

| +  Get your flu vaccine. £03-378-6555
Who's best equped to «  Cover your cough or sneeze with amanda.lowedavies@
StOp the flu? You. a tissue or your upper sleeve — not oya.state.or.us

with your hands. The main way
influenza viruses spread is from per-
son-to-person in respiratory droplets
of coughs and sneezes.

503-373-7425
jim.sellers@

oya.state.or.us

 Lather your hands with soap and
water for at least 15 seconds —
about how long it takes to sing the
“happy birthday” song twice — to
send germs down the drain.

503-378-6023
ann.snyder@
oya.state.or.us

 If you think you have the flu, tell

your supervisor and avoid spread- Send your stories for

ing disease by staying home. You the November issue to
may have the flu if you have fever Amanda Lowe-Davies
or chills and a cough or sore throat; by October 29. Articles

received after that date
will be held for the
December newsletter.

you also may have a runny nose,
body aches, headache, tiredness,
diarrhea or vomiting.

Printable flu-prevention posters are
available by going to the Health Ser-

As we approach a new flu season, vices document library on OYA Net.
public health officials are reminding us, . . .
“The flu ends with U.” “We want to practice prevention begin-

' ' ning now to make sure staff and youth
Last flu season, vaccines were available 4 not get the flu this season,” said Dr.

for both the seasonal flu and HIN1. Adams.

“The strain of the H1N1 virus from last
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