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OYA youth engaged in holiday-related community service projects

A number of holiday-oriented community service projects are being undertaken
this month by youth in the Oregon Youth Authority’s 10 close-custody facilities.

The projects are as diverse as rehabilitating used bicycles for low-income families,
helping with food boxes to fight hunger and preparing holiday cards for people in
nursing facilities.

“These projects are helpful in teaching empathy and compassion to youth in our
care,” said Angela Sabin-Veek of the Rogue Valley Youth Correctional Facility in
Grants Pass. Rogue Valley youth have participated in Operation Joy, a local
chamber of commerce project in which holiday cards are written and personally
addressed to people who usually do not receive holiday cards or gifts. Rogue
Valley youth also are spending extra days during the holidays with abandoned and
homeless shelter dogs, including a blind Labrador retriever.

OYA youth in the RiverBend Youth Transitional Facility near La Grande made
wooden toys — puzzles, helicopters, trains, and VW bugs — for children of families
in a local shelter. For the Blue Mountain Humane Association’s Santa PAWS
project, supervised youth also decorated trees that were auctioned and handed
out snacks to people participating in the event.

Youth at the North Coast Youth Correctional Facility in Warrenton made holiday
cards for residents of a local care center. Camp Tillamook youth helped cut and
load onto a logging truck a tall Christmas tree that was driven to Sparks, Nev., for
the community’s annual tree-lighting event. (It is a quarter-century tradition with
sister city Garibaldi in Tillamook County.)
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For soldiers fighting in Afghanistan youth at the MaclLaren Youth Correctional
Facility in Woodburn made and addressed more than 70 holiday cards that were
mailed by Oregon Coast Avid Stampers, an organization that assists service
personnel. “Some of the youth identified themselves as being in a correctional
facility, saying they sympathize with being away from home over the holidays,”
said Tom Johnson, MaclLaren’s program director.

Several Camp Florence youth are scheduled to assist the local Soroptomist
International group this week in assembling and distributing baskets of gifts and
food to low-income residents.

A number of Salem-area children and families this month are receiving bicycles
that have been rehabilitated by youth at the Hillcrest Youth Correctional Facility.
The used bicycles are donated to the Salem Family YMCA by people in the
community, and repaired by incarcerated youth with the volunteer leadership of
Salem bicycle mechanic Aaron Ryals.

“These projects give youth a feeling of being a part of the community,” said OYA
Director Fariborz Pakseresht. “They contribute to youth being able to successfully
reintegrate back into the community, and we get many positive comments from
the community about the great work these youth do.”

Service projects by youth in close-custody facilities support OYA’s mission to
protect the public and reduce crime by holding youth offenders accountable and
providing opportunities for reformation in safe environments. Youth also benefit
from year-round support of volunteers, who during the holidays host parties, lead
religious services, ensure youth receive gifts, and at the Grants Pass facility bring
in McDonald’s burgers and fries on Christmas eve.

OYA has custody of approximately 750 youth ages 12-24 in correctional and
transitional facilities in Albany, Burns, Florence, Grants Pass, La Grande, Salem,
Tillamook, Warrenton and Woodburn. OYA juvenile probation and parole officers
supervise an additional 1,050 youth on probation and parole in communities
throughout Oregon.

Follow us on Twitter @OregonYouth






