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Oregon Youth Authority action improves training facilities, saves tax dollars

The state’s juvenile corrections agency may save as much as $118,000 annually by
moving its training operations to the Oregon Public Safety Academy in southeast
Salem.

Oregon Youth Authority officials have signed an agreement with the Department
of Public Safety Standards and Training (DPSST) for office space and use of
training rooms. The OYA training staff’s formal move from the MaclLaren Youth
Correctional Facility in Woodburn, where OYA training has been conducted for
years, will occur April 23.

The bulk of the savings will come from reduced costs for OYA employees who
must stay overnight when they come to Salem for training. Instead of paying the
state per diem rate for hotel and meals, OYA will pay a lower rate for employees
to stay overnight in academy dormitory rooms and eat in the agency’s cafeteria.
In addition, OYA’s cost for DPSST office and training space will be less than half
what it pays for the training academy’s utilities in Woodburn.

“Effective training that helps employees protect public safety and reform our
youth is an essential function of any public safety agency,” said OYA Director
Fariborz Pakseresht. “This partnership with DPSST will not only save tax dollars
but also strengthen the training OYA employees receive.”
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OYA'’s training staff — known as the Oregon Juvenile Justice Training Academy,
because it also trains county and private residential facility staff — delivers a broad
range of training. Among its courses are classes on administering medications,
preventing suicide, delivering specialized treatment, protecting offender rights
and reporting child abuse, searching for contraband, administering first aid and
CPR, and providing personal protection.

Lynn Oliver, OYA training director, said DPSST offers OYA new resources such as
updated training facilities, a mock courtroom and a room that can accommodate
up to 300 people.

OYA’s training academy will remain separate from DPSST, although OYA
employees will be expected to conform to the host agency’s rules and regulations
for students. DPSST, which serves more than 35,000 constituents, is the state
agency responsible for training police, fire, corrections and telecommunications
personnel, developing and upholding professional standards for them, and
licensing Oregon private security providers and private investigators.

OYA has custody of approximately 750 youth offenders ages 12 to 24 in
correctional and transitional facilities in Albany, Burns, Florence, Grants Pass, La
Grande, Salem, Tillamook, Warrenton and Woodburn. OYA juvenile probation and
parole officers supervise an additional 1,050 youth offenders on probation and
parole in communities throughout Oregon.



