
 

                 

 

 
 

 
 
 

MINUTES 
Oregon Commission for Women (OCFW) 

Friday, January 16, 2015 
12:00 pm - 3:00 pm 

State Office Building, 800 NE Oregon St., Room 915, Portland, OR 97232 
  
 
ATTENDEES 
Chair:   Stephanie Vardavas 
Vice Chair:   Jeanne Burch 
Commissioners: Sheri Malstrom, Barbara Spencer, Stephanie Swanson 
Absent:  Megan Jacquot, Jessica Rodriguez-Montegna, Rep Komp 
Guests: Penney Hoodenpyle, Jodi Ballard, President of the Friends of the OCFW; 

Kuri Gill, Oregon Heritage Commission  
Staff:     Lucy Baker, Nancy Kramer 
 
 

I. Call to order & welcome to Commissioners Cancel-Tirado and Malstrom 
The meeting was called to order at 12:09PM. A quorum was established.  
 
Commissioner Malstrom and Commissioner Cancel-Tirado was welcomed to the OCFW by Chair 
Vardavas. The Commissioners are excited and thrilled to have the two new Commissioners on 
board, bringing important knowledge and skills to the OCFW. Both new Commissioners are 
looking forward to their new positions. 
 

II. Adoption of the Agenda 
MOTION (Spencer/Burch): To adopt the agenda as written. CARRIED. 
 

III. Approval of the November 2014 Minutes 
MOTION (Spencer/Swanson): To adopt the November 2014 minutes as written. CARRIED 
  

IV. Public Comment 
There was no public comment. 
 

V. OCFW Old Business 
A. Committee Reports 

1. Health & Environmental Justice Committee (HEJC): 
Commissioner Stephenson chaired this committee admirably; however, she recently stepped 
down due to other commitments. Commissioner Swanson is still an active member, but cannot 
take on the additional duties to be chair at this time. Chair Vardavas asked if Commissioner 
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Cancel-Tirado would be willing to chair. It was noted that meetings for this committee are 
typically held by phone. She has expertise in women’s health issues, but not in environmental 
justice, and would like to determine best way for her to serve the OCFW. Commissioner 
Cancel-Tirado will consider chairing the HEJC. 
 
Lucy noted that the OCFW’s sister commission, the Oregon Commission on Hispanic Affairs 
(OCHA), also has a Health Committee and has a seat on the Environmental Justice Task Force 
(EJTF). Commissioner Stephenson used to attend the EJTF meetings by phone and report back 
to the OCFW. 

 
The office will organize a meeting between Chair Vardavas, Commissioners Cancel-Tirado, 
Swanson, Malstrom, and Lucy to further discuss the direction and goals of the HEJC. 

 
2. Women’s Economic Security Committee (WESC): 

Commissioner Spencer gave a brief introduction about the WESC for the new Commissioners 
and provided an update. Currently Vice Chair Burch and Commissioners Rodriguez-Montegna 
and Spencer are on this committee. Their goal is to have a strong impact in advocacy and 
legislation. Issues they are working on include equal pay, retirement issues for older women, 
paid sick leave and childcare. 
 
The OCFW’s legislators, Senator Monnes Anderson and Representative Komp, are 
championing two bills proposed by the OCFW for Equal Wages: SB 491 and SB 492. These 
bills will be assigned to committees by January 23rd and the OCFW would like to ask the 
committee for a public hearing for each of these bills. The Bureau of Labor and Industries 
(BOLI) supports this issue as well. Other allies include Family Forward and AARP (American 
Association of Retired People). 
 
The Commissioners discussed other topics including a retirement fund proposal with the state 
Treasurer Ted Wheeler; the large number of rural women in the workforce and related issues; 
the small number of elected women in central and eastern Oregon; upcoming bills regarding 
domestic violence; and increasing the minimum wage. 
 
Lucy and Nancy were asked to compile a list of the Commissioners’ legislators and distribute 
this to the OCFW. Commissioners were asked to notify staff if they have personal friendships 
or connections with any state legislators as well. Lucy will also follow up with the Oregon 
Women’s Health and Wellness Alliance (OWHAWA) and the slate of bills they are supporting. 
 
The notes from the November meeting are appended to these minutes. 

  
B. Update on Women of Achievement Awards 

The Women of Achievement Awards will be a brunch on Saturday, May 2nd at the Oregon 
Convention Center. The winners are Peg Malloy, Lisa Schroeder, Cheryl Strayed, Jill Tanner 
and Senator Joanne Verger. All honorees were notified and have approved their bios. 
 
Commissioners discussed ticket prices, possible emcees, the event venue and menu, and 
sponsorship possibilities. The tickets will be $75 per person, with each awardee receiving two 
complimentary tickets. The Nancy is working on the certificate of liability for the Convention 
Center and getting Risk Management to sign off on the contract. Jodi will bring the deposit check 
for the event to the office, and Nancy will get the signed contract and the check to the Convention 
Center by the January 29th deadline. 
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The press release will be distributed by the end of January. Jodi is working on the webpage for 
the event, and requested photos of the awardees. Nancy will forward any photos of the awardees 
she has to Jodi. The Commissioners requested that the webpage be launched in the near future 
and the link be sent to all the honorees. 
 
A subcommittee consisting of Chair Vardavas, Commissioner Malstrom and Jodi will meet on 
1/21/15 to make a final decision about the menu (there will definitely be mimosas, vegetarian 
and gluten-free options) will develop a timeline for the rest of the work and talk through some 
other details including sponsorship levels. The videos made for each winner last year were a big 
success but were time-consuming. This year there may be photo banners with quotes from the 
winners that would be set up around the room. 
 
Frank Garcia and Kendall Clawson from the Governor’s office will be invited as guests of the 
OCFW. There is interest in asking to the Governor to sign certificates for the winners as was 
done in 2013, and also for a resolution for the winners in the House. Commissioners will buy 
their own ticket and will sit at separate tables so as to connect with guests. Jodi will hold back 
tickets for the OCFW Commissioners. 
 
The emcee is still to be determined. Secretary of State Kate Brown was asked and the OCFW is 
waiting to hear back from her. Communications Assistant Laura Aguon can ask the honorees to 
post and tweet on the OCFW’s Facebook and twitter accounts. Chair Vardavas will post 
information and updates to the OCFW Facebook page. 

 
C. Social Media – Chair Vardavas 

Please tweet and post on the OCFW FB page. Want to find a good way to communicate with 
natural advocates in the community. 

 
VI. OCFW New Business 

 A. Kuri Gill - Oregon Heritage Commission (OHC) 
Kuri introduced herself and thanked the Commission for the opportunity to raise awareness 
about what the OHC does. 
 
She briefly described the OHC’s charge to preserve Oregon’s heritage. The OHC is under 
Oregon Parks & Recreation and funded by the state lottery. They provide services, including 
grant money and technical assistance, to those preserving and documenting history in Oregon. 
They also work with museums, libraries, archives and local organizations, and have a strong 
network of contacts throughout Oregon. She noted that connecting with rural organizations is a 
challenge. 
 
The Oregon Historical Society and Oregon Encyclopedia highlight Women's History Month and 
OHC can introduce the OCFW to them. The OHC can facilitate tying events to celebrate an 
organization or location’s history. Penney Hoodenpyle noted that the Portland branch of AAUW 
is 110 years old in 2015. The Century of Action events to honor Oregon’s Suffragist movement 
engaged a lot of people and created momentum. 
 
The quarterly OHC is meeting in Oregon City the first week in February. The meeting is open 
to the public. 
 
The Commission thanked Kuri for her time. 
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B. Update on League of Women Voters (LWV) and AAUW Legislative Process Day – 

Commissioner Spencer 
The Legislative Process Day was sponsored by the Oregon LWV, Oregon Now, and the Center 
for Women’s Leadership at Portland State University. The OCFW would like to be a future 
sponsor. The OCFW will need to contact the LWV in November of each year to make that 
known.  
 
The sponsors shared their legislative agendas. Chair Vardavas would like the OCFW to 
become an unsolicited resource/educational resource to these organizations and would also like 
the OCFW to provide a summary of specific proposed legislation they are supporting. The 
OCFW will send copies of its 2015 testimony, summaries, etc., to the AAUW. 

 
C. Women’s History Month proclamation signing – ALL 

Edits to the existing Women’s History Month are due to Nancy by 1/26/15. The Commissioners 
agreed they would like to sponsor a ceremony for the proclamation signing in March. They will 
invite the Attorney General and the Secretary of State, as possible speakers and will brainstorm 
other ideas. The Commissioners would like a list of all the women holding other elected officials 
seats in Oregon. The State Library might be able to provide this. 

  
D. Potential Internship w/State Library on Equity Reference & Data 

MaryKay Dahlgreen and Margie Harrison of the State Library of Oregon are thrilled with 
collaboration with the OCFW, and appreciative of the inquiries made so far. The expertise of the 
research librarians means the OCFW can now conduct equity-related research in Oregon. Chair 
Vardavas noted that the annual library assessment for each agency is fairly low and appreciates 
that use of the research librarians can be encouraged without concerns about costs. This project 
may also raise awareness amongst Oregon legislators of the library resources available to them. 

 
MaryKay Dahlgreen, the State Librarian, is interested in identifying two public policy research 
interns: A Masters level library science from MaryKay’s alma mater in Washington, whose desk 
would be in the State Library; and a law student or public policy major from Oregon, whose desk 
would be in Frank Garcia’s office. The OCFW would be champions for these interns, and the 
interns would conduct analysis of graphs, charts, reports, etc. on equity-related issues of interest 
to the Commissioners. 
 
MOTION (Spencer/Swanson): To explore and implement a public policy research internship 
with the state library having to do with analysis of data they provide. CARRIED. 

 
Lucy anticipates writing up the internship description by the end of January. 

 
E. Volunteer for Compiling the Biennial Report of the OCFW for the Legislature? 

All 4 OACs produce a biennial report for the Legislature, which is distributed close to the start 
of session. The 2015 session begins on Monday, February 2nd.  Chair Vardavas will take the lead 
of writing the report. She welcomes volunteers to assist in writing, copyediting and proofreading 
sections of the report. All OCFW Commissioners who have been engaged in OCFW work from 
July 1, 2013 were asked to assemble a mini-digest of their activities and send it to the Chair 
Vardavas by the end of January 2015. The goal is to have the report printed and in legislators 
hands by February or early March. Lucy will write a brief Executive Summary. 

 
F. Other Business 
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Jodi requested that the Commissioners vote on the newest potential Friends of the OCFW board 
member, Elizabeth Estabrooks.  
 
MOTION (Swanson/Spencer): To approve Elizabeth Estabrooks as a Friend of OCFW. 
CARRIED. 
 
A new requirement for being a Friend of the OCFW is to attend the OCFW meetings regularly and 
report on their activities. The Commissioners are encouraged to attend the Friends’ meetings. Jodi 
will share the details of when they meet with the office. The Friends are no longer conveners of 
Oregon Women’s Equality Coalition (OWEC); now they are members and pay dues. Impact NW 
is now their fiscal sponsor. They plan to have a strategic planning session to figure out the new 
role of the Friends. The sessions will be facilitated by a nonprofit strategist. Chair Vardavas noted 
that she made a personal pledge to the Friends (earmarked for the OWEC report). 
 
The current Friends of the OCFW are Jodi, Kelly DuLong, Jennifer Ruwart, Tobey Goldbarb and 
Elizabeth Estabrooks. Jodi will send Nancy their email addresses.  
 

VII. Administrator’s Report 
A. Update on OACO’s Joint Ways & Means Budget Hearing 

The OAC Chairs & Lucy will presenting the OACO’s budget in February to Joint Ways & Means. 
OAC Leadership sent a letter to the Ways & Means Co-Chairs, Senator Devlin and Representative 
Buckley, in support of the legislature funding the 3 new staff positions and the reclass. All OAC 
Legislators have spoken with the Co-Chairs as well. The next step is organizing 8 Legislators on 
the OACs to craft a letter of support as well. Rep Whisnant is leading the effort. 
 
The OACs were asked to prioritize the new staff requested. OAC Leadership met by phone with 
Frank Garcia, Lucy and Nancy. The consensus was: 

1. Policy Analyst 1.0 FTE   
2. Office Specialist .5 FTE; Public Affairs .5 FTE 
3. Office Specialist .5 FTE; Public Affairs .5 FTE 

 
Lucy and Nancy are working on the presentation for Joint Ways & Means, the biennial reports to 
the legislature, and the policy equity playbook (a compilation of all the equity-related bills 
appearing before the legislature). 
 

B. Expending Available General Fund 
Based on the monthly projections report provided by the OACO’s Bookkeeper, approximately 
$30K of General Fund will be available to the OACs. The February projections will be close to 
final amounts. The funds can go towards assisting partners in advocacy and leadership 
development in 2015. One idea for expending the funds is scholarships for young people to get 
into leadership pipeline. 
 
Other ideas included pre-paying for any lodging expenses or room rental for the July OCFW 
meeting in Corvallis; Chair Vardavas to attend the National Association of Commissions for 
Women (NACW); pre-pay to sponsor LWV/AAUW joint Legislative Day next January; and a 
lump sum donation to the AAUW and/or the Center for Women’s Leadership at PSU. 
 

B. Bills of Interest to the OCFW 
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Lucy will send list of last year's search words for OCFW for edits and additions. The 
Commissioners suggested these: Spouses, custody, husband, wife, prostitution, domestic 
violence, trafficking, and pregnancy. 
 

The Commissioners requested a refresher of the process for moving bills forward. 
 

VIII. Good of the Order 
A. Next OCFW meeting Friday, March 20th, 12:00 PM – 3:00 PM, location TBA, 800 NE Oregon 

Street, Portland 97232  
B. Given the increased size of future meetings, the OCFW requested a bigger room for rest of 

year. 
 

IX. Adjourn 
MOTION (Burch/Malstrom): To adjourn the meeting. CARRIED. 
The meeting was adjourned at 3:03pm. 
 
Note: Executive Appointments deadline has passed for this Legislative Session. 
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