Virtual Field Trip

== FOrt Yamhill, Grand Ronde OR




[ WELCOME TO OUR SHARED HISTORY &

The Story of Fort Yamhill and the Confederated Tribes of Grand Ronde

Fort Yamhill
State Heritage Area

Think of this place as a portal to the past. Explore the wails,
wse your imagination, and step back in time to gain a new
perspective on what occurred here a century and a half ago.
The Fort was in operation from 1856-1866 and scrved asa
buffer berween white settlers moving into the arca and Narive
Amecricans located on the nearby Grand Ronde Reservation.
Today. the Orcgon Parks and Recreation Department and the
Confederated Tribes of Grand Ronde are working together

to better understand our heritage through archacological and
historic rescarch.

Take a Walk into the Past

As you walk the trails, interpretive sigas will help you
discover original building locations, view the Grand Ronde
Reservation, and picture the daily lfe of soldiers, setlers,
and Native A ans. OF the 24 buildings associated with
the Fort, only two cxist today. One of the original officer’s
quarters s here. The Blockhouse has been moved to Palmer
City Park in Dayton, Oregon

Your Trail Experience

* Interpretive signs and historic
site markers

« Vista of Grand Ronde Valley

and Spirit Mountain
« 1/2 mile interpretive trail
« While portions of the tr:

accessible, certain segments ma
be difficult.

Our Voices From The Past

This icon will

appear at the

beginning of
stories telling the Native
American perspective on life
at Fort Yamhill. Our stories
tell of the impact of setdlers
coming to Oregon and our
life on the Grand Ronde
Reservation. Visit our

website, www.grandronde.org,

for more information.
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Westward Expansion
Why Fort Yamhill was Buil

The flood of westward US settlement, known popularly as ifest Destiny,’
reached its peak in the mid-1800s. Threats of co flicts in Oregon between
settlers and Native Americans became so widespread that Joel Palmer,
Superintendent of Indian Affairs in Orcgon Territory. begged the
tes government for milicary intervention. This was
arily for the protection of Native Americans who were
threatencd by settlers. Three forts were created on the
borders of the new rescrvations, including
Yamhill. The fort and nearby rivers’ names
were derived from the Yamhala Band of

Kalapuyans who inhabited the arca.

Our Voices From The Past

This icon will appear at the
beginning of storics telling the
soldier’s perspective on life at

Fort Yambill. Our storics tell what it
was like to be stationed here, policin;
the Indians who found Grand Ronde

Reservation their new home.
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m We agreed to treaties that extinguished
L~ - Y aboriginal title to our homeland and
" brought various tribes and bands
together on the Grand Ronde Reservation. The
intended this reservation to €asc
rensions between the settlers and our people. In
1856, we became a group of camps at Grand

Ronde beginning a struggle scratch out an
existence. We attempted to survive asfarmers,

~ gatherers, and laborers
= == while trying to
] ‘maintain our
“tribal identities.
“-4 Moving to the
74 % reservation forced
our different
A tribes, with vastly
different lifeways,
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POLICING OR PROTECTING?

« Military Posts
I Indian Agencies
e

A System of Forts

Fort Yamhill was one of several forts in western
Oregon. Hostilities between Native Americans and
settlers led to treaties and the establishment of the
Grand Ronde Reservation. Forts such as Yamhill
and Hoskins were built to keep the peace, protect
Natives and settlers, and enforce reservation
boundaries and rules.

=y

The Hazen Map to the left
shows the Fort’s location

in relation to surrounding
farmland and Indian camps.

the plan for Fort Yamhill

The Smith Map below shows

Smith Map of 1856 (National Archives)

To Keep the Peace

Our first troops moved in after
Indian Agent Joel Palmer wrote
sistance. He

requesting military
feared the reservation would be overrun by
angry white settlers moving in on the Indian’s
reservation land. Our intent—to maintain a
temporary camp, protect the Indians and
settlers from one another, and enforce rules.
After two years, we had our fort with more
than twenty buildings. Our job—to enforce the
“Line of Demarcation” keeping the settlers and
Indians separate. No one could pass our line

without permission.

There are quarters sufficient for one
company of;o{dierr ... There are more
thaw quarters uwugh fvr the oﬁwr,
allowing one building to an officer.
There is & _goad blockhouse . . . A 5omt
store house for quarter master &
Comumissary, & _9uald, house and prison:
@ _good hospital . ... laundvesses houses:
bake house: stables: bayw: swith's &
carpenter’s shops: sutler’s store &c. In
short there are no buildings wanted.

Col. J.K.E. Mansfield, 1858










PASSAGE THROUGH TIME AND CHANGE

One Trail — Many Travelers Time Mar

This route was known by.the scttlers as the Killimuck Trail. We used it o Once used
travel between places like the Salmon River and Willimette Falls o trade through i
and interact with others. This was long before white people came. Local 2
tribes used chis path to visic cheit ilixom
(friends and refations) on the coast and the —
* valley. lwas a good route, the path of least
resistance. Settlers tecognized this and began t
use it. Whites suaying in the area created fear
and friction. Later, we traveled this and other
routes as we were relocated from our original
homelands to the Grand Ronde Reservation,

is route’s significance would endure

1 of the old foute in the park

a foot trail for your enjoyment,
to bean important route for the
d fibes of Grand Ronde s they revitalize
culture and tradiciofd @ Welcome all people to
visit and participate.

A Sliver in Time

We located our fort alang the
m erail so we could restrict eraffic at
3 the gatc 10 the reservation. We
cotld casily obscrve the
gare, sentry box, and rrail
from Officers’ Row and
the blockhouse. During
“this ten-year sliver in time,
we could asily control
Indians’ movements as
well as movements of
sertders who would harass
them. The path turned
into our road to Salem.







OFFICERS’ ROW

heckered Is Army Life”

Rank Has Its

Officers Destined
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rings on a nearby stump to sce

the map's legend, see how many
building locations you can identify.
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BLOCKHOUSE . . . SYMBOL OF DEFENSE

Serategic Location
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Qur company

quarters are quite a
contrast to those of

our officers. We are stacked like '

cordwood with abouc as much
SPJCL' pc‘r man as we hﬂV(' in our
little wedge tents. This compares
poorly with each officer’s house,
which is about the size of our
entire barracks. Our barracks

are only 50 feer by 30 feet for

as many as 100 soldicrs. Five
windows on the side open to a
full lengch porch. To the west is
our mess room where we car our
breakfast and dinner. Supper is
really simple~coffee and bread.
We are paid $16 per month for
soldier duties—whether chopping
firewood, marching endlessly, or

recapturing Indians who have left

All Quiet on the Yamhill ~The Civil g
War in Oregon, Corporal Royal A. s
Seweral boys
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Aug. 25, 1862. Mbuﬂltdv
_’wd-. Weather extremely
hot. One Indiars i dvlljt '
Kengorrs Magiciars exchibited his )
light of fand tricks inthe "W rooue.
slight-of : :
A large audience of admiring Oreqoniars
Tﬁojmflwtg axctr, it was quite & relief
frome the usual wonotoRy.
1, 1862, 315t And last of Oct 2
Genarak Muster. A large waanber of % p
ople fere to see . “Mustereds
7 ¢ us § months pay-
detailed to hivrt nddians.

oct. 3

Bensell's diary, edited by Gunter
Barth, gives us insight on the life

and thoughts in the Company
Quarters. Pull on Bensell's boots,
walk these grounds, look through his
eyes, listen through his ears.

the reservation. But, sometimes the
paymaster doesn’t come by for many
months, and when he does, we are
paid in scrip, which is good only for
full value at the sutler’s store. That
should keep us close to home!
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CROSS-CULTURAL CONVENIENCE STORE
Sutler’s Store. Makuk-haws. One Store. Many Shoppers.

We Buy It Twice

Life on the Outside

We signed treaties to

o, beitefit Y
the lm[ f cheds
exchange our homelands

" wludt f‘" it

/- | Payday! We
o e mf’?““{

can head to the (NT NS

for materials, education,
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That’s where we satisfy ;
ith ch -
we have to buy or trade for what

our thirst and get our o latest 1
tobacco. The officers go ';, attrackiot:
there to enjoy their fine
cigars and catch up on the
newspapers. We see the
Indians stocking up on their
supplies. The sutler’s store
and other civilian buildings
such as the laundresses’
quarters, bake house,
blacksmith shop, and the
stables are outside the fence
surrounding the parade
grounds. This fence is a
dividing line between our
serict military life and the
freedom the civilians have.

we were pr()misc‘d.

Daily Necessities

Traditionally, the sutler played an
important role in support of the
fort. A sutler was rcsponsiblc for
selling items that were not issued
by the military. Here, officers
could enjoy the luxuries of civilian
life by socializing and relaxing
among friends. Soldiers would
spend their meager pay on alcohol
and tobacco. Local sertlers could
purchase supplies to get them
through the long winters.
Sometimes, Native Americans
had to purchase needed supplies
promised by the Indian Agent, but

not delivered.
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