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Introduction 

This best practice analysis is specifically 
designed for training purposes.  
Competencies with specific KSA’s 
(knowledge, skills and attitudes) are 
described in boxes for classroom 
participant self-assessment. 

Classroom Directions 

This text is designed for in-class training.   

1. Review and discuss a competency. 
2. Ask each participant to complete 

the associated self-assessment 
box.   

3. In groups have participants 
discuss their strengths and areas 
of needed improvement based on 
their self-assessment. 

4. Facilitate a class discussion 
around the insights individuals 
gained through their self-
assessment and group 
discussions. 

5. Move forward to the next set of 
competencies and repeat the 
process. 

Methodology 
1. Stage One: Systematic Review of the 

Literature.  We identified 45 documents, 
manuals, credentialing standards, 
curriculum outlines, etc. specific to and 
related to Forensic Peer Services.   

 

 

 

2. Stage Two: DACUM Subject Matter 
Experts (SME).  The SME were assembled 
from experienced Forensic peers, all of 
whom are in long-term recovery from a 
substance use disorder and mental health.  
The workgroup analyzed the systematic 
review and generated best practices, edited 
language, and developed organizational 
storyboard attributes to each best practice.  

3. Stage Three: Quantitative Peer & 
Supervisor Likert Validation Surveys. The 
facilitators developed survey questions for 
peers and supervisors regarding 
competencies and best practices.  60 peers 
and supervisors completed the Likert 
survey and feedback portion of the 
validation survey, with subsequent edits to 
competencies/practices based on results 
(mean, median, variance, confidence 
intervals, margins of error and standard 
deviation).  (Appendix #2) 

4. Stage Four: Qualitative Managerial & 
Administrative Validation. Draft document 
was distributed for validation through 
managerial and administrative review, with 
subsequent edits to competencies based 
on results. 

5. Stage Five: DACUM Curriculum.  Final 
edits to the Forensic Peer Best Practices  
were produced by the SME and curriculum 
assessment grids were produced for 
training and evaluation purposes. 

 
 
This Competency Analysis was funded 
through The Regional Facilitation Center 
grant from the Oregon Health Authority, 
Health Services Division. 
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The Sequential Intercept Model (SIM) 
The Sequential Intercept Model (SIM), developed in the early 2000s, is a tool to assist communities in 
(a) preventing individuals with mental health and substance use issues from entering the criminal justice
system and (b) helping those already within the system from becoming further entangled. The SIM
provides a cross-systems framework to develop more coordinated, effective, and humane
community responses to improve outcomes.

The SIM at a glance 
Who?  
The SIM focuses on helping individuals with co-occurring mental and substance use disorders who 
often find themselves in trouble with the law. 

Why? 
People with mental health and substance use issues often end up in the criminal justice system 
and don't get the help they need. In jails or prisons, they can be harmed both physically and 
mentally. If they are released without the necessary support, they might break the law again and 
get more caught up in the system. The SIM works to stop this cycle by ensuring they receive the 
treatment they have a right to. 

What? 
The SIM identifies six areas (intercept points) where interventions can be made to prevent further 
criminal justice involvement for people with mental health and substance use issues: initial law 
enforcement contact, detention/first court appearance, jails/courts, re-entry, and community 
corrections. 

Where? 
The SIM takes place in the community, within the court system, inside jails and prisons, and 
during the post-release period. 

When? 
The SIM is a continuous process that's always in effect: before people enter the system, while 
they are within it, and after they are released. 

How? 
The SIM involves collaboration across the criminal justice and mental health systems, involving 
police officers, judges, lawyers, jail and prison staff, probation and parole officers, the Psychiatric 
Security Review Board, treatment agencies, and peers with forensic experience. 
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SIM Points of Intercept (Helping Spots) 

 

Intercept 0: Community Services 
 Diverting people to local crisis services instead of arresting them.  
 Making resources available without requiring people in crisis to call 911. 

Intercept 1: Law Enforcement 
 Diversion performed by law enforcement and other emergency service providers who respond 

to people with mental and substance use disorders.  
 Allows people to be diverted to peer or behavioral health services instead of being arrested or 

booked into jail. 

Intercept 2: Initial Court Hearings/Initial Detention 
 Diversion to behavioral health services by jail-based clinicians, peers, social workers, or court 

officials during jail intake, booking, or initial hearing. 

Intercept 3: Jails/Courts 
 Diversion to behavioral health services through jail or court processes/programs after a person 

has been booked into jail. 
 Services that prevent the worsening of a person’s illness during their stay in jail or prison. 

Intercept 4: Re-entry 
 Supporting re-entry back into the community after jail, prison, or state hospital commitment. 
 Reduces further justice involvement of people with mental and substance use disorders.  
 Involves re-entry coordinators, peer support staff, or community in-reach to link people with 

proper behavioral health services. 

Intercept 5: Community Corrections 
 Community-based criminal justice supervision with added supports for people with mental and 

substance use disorders to prevent violations or offenses that may result in another jail or 
prison stay.
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Intercept 0 – Community Services, Outreach & Engagement
Overview: Connects people with peer or 
treatment services instead of arresting or 
charging them with a crime. A comprehensive 
continuum of crisis care will help reduce the 
adverse impacts too often seen with current 
crisis management, such as arrests or forced 
hospitalizations, which can result in additional 
trauma to the individual (Hajny, 2015). Evidence 
suggests that including peer workers on mobile 
crisis teams reduces subsequent use of crisis 
and emergency services (Bassuk, 2016). 

 Peer-run crisis response support and/or 
respite, and street outreach is provided by 
people with lived experience with a mental 
or substance use disorder. They may also 
have been involved in the justice system. 
Peers can provide helpful information and 
support that is shaped by their own 
experience to help people with a mental or 
substance use disorder.  

 Peer-run, or peer-staffed warmlines and 
hotlines can serve as alternatives to 911. 
They link people to peer services, clinical 
treatment providers and services without 
the involvement of law enforcement. This 
allows emergency response agencies to 
direct their resources to other needs in the 
community. 

 Peer co-responders and mobile crisis 
outreach teams allow behavioral health 
peers or clinicians to respond to people in 
crisis in the community. In situations 
involving a public safety concern, a peer 
may accompany law enforcement. Mobile 
crisis teams can stabilize a person in crisis, 
identify underlying reasons for the person’s 
symptoms (for example, the person 
stopped taking medication, or are 
experiencing illicit drug induced symptoms), 
and initiate a link to case management 

services or withdrawal management. 
Mobile crisis teams can also reconnect an 
individual with mental and substance use 
disorders to case managers or treatment 
providers who have already worked with 
them. 

 Peer collaborative SUD-focused early 
diversion strategies and LEAD (Law 
Enforcement Assisted Diversion). Self-
referral programs, active outreach, and 
opioid response teams are showing 
promising outcomes in reducing substance 
use, overdoses, and fatalities due to 
overdose. These strategies rely on partners 
from different fields, such as behavioral 
health peers, emergency medical services 
and fire departments, law enforcement, 
prosecutors, and public defenders (where 
applicable), working together to provide 
life-saving treatments and support. 

 Peer programs connected to law 
enforcement-friendly crisis services. 
Instead of arresting people in crisis or 
bringing them to a hospital emergency 
department, law enforcement officers can 
bring them to locations such as stabilization 
units, crisis living rooms, sobering centers 
or respite centers operated by peers. 
Processes that allow quick and simple drop-
offs make this diversion option more 
effective.
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Intercept 0: Core Competencies & Prerequisites 
1. Forensic peers have experience in all or most of the continuum of the criminal justice system 

from arrest, detention, arraignment, release with conditions, hearings, conviction, sentencing, 
diversion, incarceration, parole and/or probation. 

2. Forensic peers self-identify as persons in recovery from substance use disorder and/or mental 
health disorder. 

3. Forensic peers have participated in Forensic Peer Core Training and continuing education. 
4. Forensic peers understand their role and the scope of their duties and understand the role 

and responsibilities of first responders (police, medical professionals, behavioral health 
clinicians, etc.). 

5. Services may include motivation, support and transportation to withdrawal management 
services, or referral to addiction treatment and community recovery centers or support 
groups. 

6. Forensic peers create an environment where individuals feel safe within the limits of 
confidentiality, fostering trust and safety through adherence to the confidentiality laws and 
regulations. 

7. Forensic peers understand that they are Mandatory Reporters of abuse and neglect of at-risk 
populations – infants and children, people who are elderly or dependent, individuals with 
mental illness or developmental disabilities, and residents of nursing homes and other health 
care facilities. Forensic peers understand that they are subject to penalties for failing to report 
abuse and neglect.  

8. Forensic peers assist individuals with acquiring medical insurance, dental insurance, or care. 
9. Forensic peers treat all participants equally and strive to connect consistently with individuals. 
10. Forensic peers inspire hope through shared life experiences. Forensic Peer Mentors 

understand the meaning of the statement “I am the evidence that recovery is possible.” 
11. Forensic peers understand that a trauma-informed model can decrease re-traumatization and 

may help individuals reduce personal risk and recidivism. 
12. Forensic peers are aware of disparity issues and subsequent inequities within the criminal 

justice system. They use local data regarding disparity in sentencing, length of incarceration, 
and access to diversion programs. Forensic peers validate the individual’s trauma related to 
incarceration, supervision, and re-entry that may include separation from family and loved 
ones, lack of access to mental health, addictions, and physical health care and acts of violence 
against inmates by both staff and other inmates. 

13. Forensic peers have an attitude of cultural humility, being mindful of diverse cultural norms as 
individuals reveal them. 
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Class Discussion: Intercept 0 
Does your community have these services? 
If so, do peers work in these services? 

 Peer crisis support services? 

 Peer street outreach? Homelessness outreach? 

 Peer-run respite? Emergency short term transitional housing. 

 Peer warmlines/hotlines? 

 Peer co-responders working on a crisis team? 

 LEAD with peer services? 

 Peer-run stabilization units (crisis living rooms, sobering centers, withdrawal management)? 

 
Peers may experience stigma working alongside first responders, police, and other crisis 
workers. How should peers address stigma experienced both internally and externally that 
contribute to the devaluation of those with behavioral health disorders? 

 
Peers can inform the crisis continuum or the lack thereof. What service gaps have you 
observed based on your lived consumer experience? 
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Intercept 1 – Law Enforcement 
When law enforcement meets someone who is 
struggling or in crisis because of mental health 
or substance use problems, forensic peer 
support services can help guide that person into 
treatment and support them on their journey to 
recovery. 

At Intercept 1, forensic peer support includes 
working with Crisis Intervention Teams (CIT) and 
getting the right training. Peers work alongside 
police and emergency workers to respond to 
crises. They also help reach out and follow up 
with people who may be at risk for involuntary 
hospitalization and/or further involvement in 
the criminal justice system. 

Key Elements for Diversion at 
Intercept 1 

 Training by forensic peers. Training 
presented by forensic peers for dispatchers 
and law enforcement on mental health, 
mental crises, and substance use disorders 
can enhance the ability of dispatchers to 
determine when specialists in mental health 
or substance use is necessary. It can also 
instruct law enforcement officers on 
recognizing signs and symptoms of mental 
and substance use disorders and on de-
escalating crises. This training equips 
responders with the necessary skills to 
effectively assist individuals with mental 
health or substance use disorders. 

 Partnerships involving forensic peers. 
Forensic peer co-responders and LEAD 
programs involve partnerships between law 
enforcement, behavioral health clinicians, 
peers, and/or case managers. Specialized 
law enforcement responses can help people 
with mental and substance use disorders 
access the services they need.

 

 Data sharing. With data sharing, when 
agencies and systems compile and 
exchange information, it becomes easier to 
identify individuals who frequently use 911 
or other emergency services—those who 
become "familiar faces" within the criminal 
justice and emergency systems. Law 
enforcement agencies, crisis services, and 
hospitals can use data to identify familiar 
faces and follow up after a crisis. Once 
these individuals are identified, they can 
connect individuals with the preventive care 
that they need. 

During the Victorian era, the prevailing 
attitude toward the poor and houseless was 
harsh and punitive. There were Vagrancy 
Acts which made houselessness a crime. 

Police would remove people from public 
view, rather than offering genuine help or 
addressing the root cause of houselessness. 
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Intercept 1: Core Competencies 
1. Forensic peers assist, support, advocate, and motivate individuals through the entire 

continuum of criminal justice involvement from arrest and detention, probation, post-prison 
or parole, and re-entry, or through Child Welfare court proceedings. Forensic peers 
understand and explain the system/structure of local, county, state, federal, military, and 
tribal criminal justice systems. 

2. Forensic peers understand and can discuss the potential impact/consequences of decisions 
and/or actions (i.e., legal, behavioral, recovery, etc.) 

3. Forensic peers understand the stigma, discrimination, and exploitation individuals face within 
the criminal justice system, including cultural/ethnic minorities, LGBTQ individuals, those with 
mental health challenges, those with substance use disorders and/or gambling disorders, and 
those with physical disabilities.  

4. Forensic peers have a responsibility to know the guidelines and limitations of both HIPAA and 
42-CFR Part 2 and other potential privacy laws. Forensic peers understand the necessity of 
obtaining signed Releases of Information for every supporting family member, stakeholder, 
agency and/or organization before attempting to contact anyone. Forensic peers have a clear 
understanding of the exceptions to confidentiality that include speaking with program staff, 
conversations with fellow mentors during staff meetings and when receiving permission from 
the mentee to contact others about a specific problem. Forensic peers share limits of 
confidentiality concerning coordination of care with other mentors, counselors, and 
supervisors. 

5. Forensic peers comply with standardized chart notes in form and content, understanding that 
they are not “junior clinicians” or “junior probation officers.” They understand that clinical 
and/or legal conclusions should not be included in documentation. Forensic peers understand 
that their documentation routinely becomes a part of court records and in some cases, is 
open to public inspection in the case of a trial or legal audit. 

6. Forensic peers adhere to their certification ethics, standards of behavior, and scope of 
practice. 

7. Forensic peers understand the limits of their scope of practice and do not attempt to diagnose 
or label individuals. 
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Class Discussion: Intercept 1 

Developing partnerships 

 

Have you participated in training for dispatchers, law enforcement or other first responders 
regarding behavioral health crises? What are the most important concepts police, 
dispatchers and other first responders need to know about mental health and substance use 
disorders? 

 What skills do peers need to de-escalate a crisis? 

 How can peers participate in “data sharing” without violating a client’s confidentiality? 
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Intercept 2 – Initial Detention / Initial Court Hearings
In situations where decisions are made to arrest 
individuals with mental or substance use 
disorders and charge them with specific crimes, 
peer support can help individuals process what 
has happened and prepare for what is coming 
next.  

Peer support activities at this intercept include 
explaining the arrest, detention, and 
arraignment processes; helping to ensure that 
the individual feels safe and respected; and 
giving the individual hope that they can recover 
from mental and substance use disorders and 
cope with criminal justice system involvement. 

Key Elements for Diversion 
at Intercept 2 

 Peers or clinicians can screen for substance 
use disorders. Using validated screening 
instruments for mental and substance use 
disorders allows jails to identify people with 
mental and substance use disorders. In 
Oregon, certified peers are authorized to 
perform SBIRT screening if they have 
received training. The SBIRT Oregon 
website has many useful screening tools in 
a variety of languages. Once they are 
identified, these individuals can be linked 
with jail-based or community-based 
services. Brief screenings can be done for all 
people entering the system. These 
screenings can be given by non-clinical staff 
at jail booking, in police holding cells, in 
court lockups, and prior to the first court 
appearance. A variety of screening tools 
exist, but it is important that the tool is 
validated in the location where it is used to 
make sure it provides data as intended.  

 Peers can assist with and respond to “data 
matching,” linking information that 

different systems have on an individual. 
Data matching between the jail and 
community-based behavioral health 
providers can help develop diversion 
options that account for all of a person’s 
needs. It can also help determine if newly 
arrested people have received behavioral 
health services. If they have, they can then 
be linked back to existing case managers 
and resources, improving service delivery. 

 Peer supported pretrial supervision and 
diversion services. Some defendants pose a 
risk of criminal behavior or failing to appear 
in court but not to the extent that a jail stay 
is needed. Pretrial services with specialized 
mental health and substance use services 
can reduce the need to detain these people. 
These teams can make sure people with 
mental and substance use disorders get 
services in a timely manner and avoid 
getting worse while waiting for their case to 
be resolved. 

 Peer supported post-booking release. 
Some programs allow defendants to be 
released into treatment while prosecution 
is postponed. These programs can improve 
the individual’s health and social outcomes 
by reducing the long-term impacts of a jail 
stay and criminal conviction. 
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SBIRT Oregon 
SBIRT (Screening, Brief Intervention, Referral to Treatment) represents an innovative, evidence-based 
approach to addressing substance use. Its core components include: 

The SBIRT Oregon website contains several screening tools (and video demonstrations) which forensic 
peers can use.  These tools are available in multiple languages. 

SBIRT Oregon Screening Forms 
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Potential concerns involving forensic peers' use of screening tools and 
procedures 

Loss of Personal Touch: Forensic peers might 
worry that the use of formal tools could make 
their interactions seem less personal and more 
clinical. This shift could potentially affect the trust 
and rapport they have built based on empathy 
and shared experiences. 

Forensic peers contribute significantly to team 
efforts in managing persons at risk of harm. Their 
input is vital in assessing risk, formulating 
intervention strategies, and providing ongoing 
support. 

Screening tools are aids, not replacements, 
for forensic peers’ intuition and empathy.  

Over-Reliance on Tools: There could be concerns 
about over-relying on these tools, which might 
lead to overlooking the nuances of individual 
situations that are not captured by standardized 
assessments. 

Tools are just one part of the assessment 
process.  

Forensic peers’ observations and 
interactions still play a crucial role in 
understanding and supporting individuals. 

Boundary Confusion: Forensic peers may be 
concerned about blurring the lines between their 
role and that of clinical professionals. They might 
feel that using these tools pushes them into the 
realm of clinical assessment, which is outside 
their scope of practice. 

Using screening tools does not equate to clinical 
diagnosis.  

Forensic peers’ role remains distinct, 
focusing on peer support and guidance, not 
clinical assessment. 

Training and Competency: Implementing 
validated screening tools would require 
additional training. Forensic peers might be 
concerned about the adequacy of this training 
and their competency in using these tools 
effectively. 

Comprehensive training and ongoing support are 
indeed crucial to ensure that forensic peers feel 
confident and competent in using the screening 
tools.  

Input from forensic peers about screening 
tools and how they are implemented is 
critical to ensure a trauma-informed 
approach to prevention and intervention.  

Resource Allocation: There may be concerns 
about the time and resources needed to learn 
and implement these tools, potentially taking 
away from the direct support time with 
individuals. 

Forensic peers’ time is important.  

Use of screening tools is not intended to add 
to forensic peers’ workload. 
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Ethical Implications: Forensic peers might be 
worried about the ethical implications of using 
these tools, particularly regarding privacy and the 
appropriate handling of sensitive information 
revealed during the screening process. 

While maintaining confidentiality is a key aspect 
of their role, forensic peers understand that their 
duty to protect the client and others can 
supersede confidentiality when a person poses a 
clear risk to themselves or others.  

Forensic peers must disclose promptly all 
relevant information that is necessary to 
protect the health, safety, and welfare of 
clients and others.  

Impact on Dynamics of Support: Using 
standardized tools could change the dynamics of 
the support offered by forensic peers. They might 
be concerned about losing the flexibility to tailor 
their approach to the individual needs of each 
person they support. 

Forensic peers can integrate the screening 
tools into their natural interaction style, 
maintaining the flexibility to adapt their 
approach to individual needs. 

Pathologizing Normal Reactions: There's a risk of 
interpreting normal reactions to life situations as 
pathological when using standardized screening 
tools, leading to unnecessary interventions or 
referrals. 

Because of their lived experience, forensic peers 
have unique insights into the complexities of the 
situations faced by people they support. While 
forensic peers use screening tools to identify 
certain risks or needs, they also recognize that 
the scores do not capture the full complexity of 
an individual's life and circumstances. 

Forensic peers can share their knowledge to 
ensure that individuals are not simply 
categorized or treated based on a numeric 
score, but are instead seen and supported in 
their entirety, with their unique 
backgrounds and needs. 
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Intercept 2: Core Competencies 
1. Forensic peers understand the limits of their scope of practice and do not attempt to diagnose 

or label individuals. 
2. Forensic peers utilize needs assessment tools or basic needs questionnaires to discover an 

individual's area of need and direct individuals to the appropriate services and community 
resources. 

3. Forensic peers can communicate in language and lingo common within correctional 
institutions, while simultaneously avoiding slang/lingo that is derogatory towards criminal 
justice staff or others, including other races/ethnicities, those with mental health challenges, 
addictions, criminal histories, and/or alternative sexual identities/orientations. 

4. Forensic peers help persons to better understand terminology, roles, and processes involved 
in the criminal justice and child welfare systems 

5. Forensic peers address the issue of stigmatizing language by using respectful language to 
identify individuals, organizations, and the greater public safety system (e.g., 
criminal/offender is a defendant/client, treatment failure is an opportunity for growth, 
difficult clients are struggling individuals, etc.). 

6. Forensic peers help individuals become empowered to negotiate and minimize criminal 
sanctions as they progress in recovery. 

7. Forensic peers address child welfare issues and processes by advocating and supporting family 
reunification.  

8. Forensic peers advocate for peer support and treatment interventions in the entire 
continuum of criminal justice involvement and educate the system, society, and communities 
regarding the cost-benefits of these interventions over traditional criminal justice models. 

9. Forensic peers provide in-jail services, motivating and supporting inmates in addiction 
recovery. Forensic peers support and advocate for individuals who are experiencing physical 
and psychological impairments related to intoxication and withdrawal. Forensic peers provide 
overdose risk education, especially for those addicted to opioids that experience a decline in 
tolerance while incarcerated. Forensic peers support individuals in pre-release planning, goal 
setting, and maintaining compliance with conditions of release. Forensic peers assist 
individuals in locating and engaging with treatment services upon release, which could include 
Medication Assisted Treatment (MAT), for those dependent on opioids. 
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Class Discussion: Intercept 2 

Developing partnerships 

 
Have you performed screenings on clients? If so, how did you decide where to refer clients? 
Did you use a screening tool? 

 
Have you seen a client in jail? Was it a challenge getting into the jail to see the client due to 
any part of your prior lived experience? 

 
 

Peers often experience stigma from jail staff. Have you experienced stigma from jail staff? 
How did you manage it? 
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Intercept 3 – Jails/Courts
After arrest, charges, and arraignment, 
additional opportunities exist to help divert 
individuals with mental and substance use 
disorders from the criminal justice system. 
Many mental health, drug/recovery, and other 
problem-solving courts use peer support 
services.  

Peer support activities at this intercept include 
providing forensic peer support services on 
treatment court teams or Forensic Assertive 
Community Treatment (FACT) teams. In jails 
and prisons, peer support, particularly 
mentoring and facilitating support groups, is 
increasingly being made available to support 
individuals with mental and substance use 
disorders. 

Key Elements for Diversion at 
Intercept 3 

 Peers can be a part of Mental Health or 
Substance Use Disorder Treatment Courts 
for high-risk/high-need individuals who 
work within the legal process to help treat 
the root causes of justice involvement. 
These programs provide services through a 
pre-plea or post-plea process. They may 
include drug courts, mental health courts, 
Driving While Impaired (DWI) courts, 
veterans’ courts, and others. 

 Peers can work within alternatives to 
prosecution programming. Some people 
may not need an intensive treatment court 
but still would benefit from services in the 
community. For these people, alternatives 
to prosecution programs, where a charge 
may be placed “on hold” and then 
dismissed when a person completes the 
program, may meet their needs. Programs 
that require clients to pay a fee or 
restitution prior to participation should 

ensure that this does not result in negative 
consequences or unfair impacts among 
people with fewer resources. 

 Peers can be a part of jail-based 
programming and behavioral health care 
services. Jail health care providers are 
required to provide medical and behavioral 
health services to people who are detained 
and need treatment. Trauma-informed and 
evidence-based spaces and programs for 
people with mental and substance use 
disorders help ensure that a jail stay does 
not worsen a person’s illness. Jails can also 
use suicide prevention plans and 
procedures to prevent suicide among 
people with and without known mental 
health concerns. 

 Peers can develop and maintain 
partnerships with community-based 
providers of mental health and substance 
use treatment. When jails partner with 
community-based providers, they can 
increase the number of treatments and 
services that people can access during their 
detention. This can also help build 
relationships between clients and providers, 
making it more likely that the person will 
feel comfortable with continuing services 
after they are released from jail. These “in-
reach” services can also help identify 
people with mental and substance use 
disorders who may be better placed in 
community-based or inpatient treatment. 

 Peers can serve as mental health jail 
liaisons. It takes a lot of work to figure out 
what community-based resources are 
available for people with mental and 
substance use disorders. Because of this, 
many of these people are not connected 
with important services. Mental health jail 
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peer liaisons and diversion clinicians can 
help make these connections. They can also 
provide another layer of treatment or 
programs in addition to the services 
delivered by the jail treatment provider. 

 Peers can collaborate with Veterans Justice 
Outreach. Collaborations between Veterans 
Justice Outreach specialists, behavioral 
health specialists, and local justice system 
partners strengthen timely access to 
diversion resources and services for justice-
involved veterans. 
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Intercept 3: Core Competencies 
1. Forensic peers offer support through hearings and sentencing, which may include advocacy 

for alternative sentencing and treatment, reminders regarding court appearances, 
transportation, and other supports.  

2. Forensic peers are familiar with local child welfare procedures to assist and support the family 
reunification process. Forensic peers understand the Adoptions and Safe Family’s Act (ASFA) 
time limitations, and family court mandates. 

3. Forensic peers may need to report certain issues, such as drug use, risk of harm to self or 
others, and violations of parole or probation terms. They understand their obligations to 
report to court/probation/parole authorities and only share information that is required by 
contract or law. They avoid colluding with the criminal justice system against clients and only 
share legally mandated information. 

4. Forensic peers do not engage in behaviors that could negatively impact the client's experience 
through the criminal justice system or undermine the trust and rapport that are fundamental 
to the peer-client relationship. Examples of unethical, unsupportive, and unprofessional 
conduct include (but are not limited to): 

 Sharing Confidential Information: Disclosing personal details about a client without 
consent, unless legally mandated, violates confidentiality norms. 

 Gossiping or Badmouthing: Speaking negatively or gossiping about a client with a parole 
officer or other third parties. 

 Overstepping Boundaries: Acting beyond the scope of their role, such as trying to 
influence parole decisions based on personal opinions or biases. 

 Conflict of Interest: Engaging in any behavior that benefits the peer personally at the 
expense of the client's best interests. 

 Failure to Advocate: Not standing up for the client's rights or best interests in interactions 
with parole officers. 

5. Forensic peers demonstrate and relay proactive/prosocial problem-solving skills. Forensic 
peers demonstrate and model the effective use of mediation and conflict resolution skills.  

6. Forensic peers understand and develop strategies to assist individuals to overcome 
institutional and organizational barriers to successfully accessing recovery and wellness 
supports and understand common types of recovery and wellness supports available within 
each intercept of the SIM. 

7. Forensic peers identify support services while staying culturally attuned to individuals and 
their specific needs within criminal justice settings, including trauma-informed responses, and 
understand Lesbian, Gay Bisexual, Transgender, Queer, Questioning, Intersexual and Asexual 
(LGBTQIA) issues that are unique within criminal justice settings and how they can impact 
recovery and wellness. 
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Forensic Assertive Community Treatment (FACT) 
Forensic Assertive Community Treatment (FACT) is a service delivery model that is intended for 
individuals with serious mental illness (SMI) who are involved with the criminal justice system. These 
individuals may have co-occurring substance use and physical health disorders. Their needs are often 
complex, and their disorders are often under-managed and further complicated by varying degrees of 
involvement with the criminal justice system. FACT builds on the evidence-based assertive community 
treatment (ACT) model by making adaptations based on criminal justice issues—in particular, 
addressing criminogenic risks and needs. In this sense, FACT is an intervention that bridges the 
behavioral health and criminal justice systems. 

Key Components of FACT Teams 

1. Forensic services that address criminogenic risks and needs  

2. Client eligibility based on a set of well-defined criteria, including multiple incarcerations.  

3. Client access to round-the-clock, individualized psychiatric treatment and social services that 
address immediate needs and improve stabilization. 

4. Service delivery by an integrated, multidisciplinary team, including criminal justice specialists. 

5. Cross-system mental health and criminal justice team member training 

6. Implementation fidelity to ACT and quality control  

7. Flexible funding and implementation support 
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Class Discussion: Intercept 3 

Developing partnerships 

 After arraignment, what services can peers provide? 

 
How can peers elicit motivation for change and instill hope vs coercing people into 
compliance? 
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Intercept 4 – Re-entry 
Individuals completing their sentences and 
transitioning from incarceration to the 
community are often facing significant 
challenges. Peer support is a critical component 
of reducing relapse and recidivism.  

During re-entry, peers can aid with treatment 
planning and system navigation (accessing 
housing, employment, benefits, etc.). When 
begun prior to release, peer support activities 
include preparing individuals in jails, prisons, 
and the State Hospital to develop plans and 
identify resources to ensure uninterrupted 
treatment and connection with a recovery 
community. 

Key Elements for Diversion at 
Intercept 4 

 Transition planning by peers improves re-
entry outcomes by shaping services around 
a person’s needs before they are released. 
Planning for re-entry should begin at intake 
and continue during the person’s 
incarceration; it should involve providers 
and resources across criminal justice, 
behavioral health, and physical health care 
systems. Examples: Risk-Needs-Responsivity 
(RNR) Simulation Tool, Collaborative 
Comprehensive Case Plans (CC Case Plans) 

 Peers can assist with medication and 
prescription access upon release from jail 
or prison. This is particularly important for 
medications used in the treatment of 
Opioid Use Disorder (OUD). When they are 
released, people should have enough 
medications and prescriptions to allow 
them to follow their treatment plans and 

avoid relapse while waiting to see their 
community-based medical provider. 

 Peers can facilitate warm hand-offs from 
corrections to providers increasing 
engagement in services. People who are 
picked up upon release and provided 
transportation directly to services often see 
more ideal outcomes compared to people 
who are simply released to the streets. 
Ideally, the community-based worker doing 
the pick-up would already have provided in-
reach services throughout Intercept 3, built 
relationships, and become a trusted partner 
for the re-entry process. 

 Peers can participate in a re-entry 
coalition. Many communities have a group 
that meets and plans for supporting people 
reentering the community from prison or 
jail. Partners from criminal justice, 
behavioral health, and all types of 
supportive services should be involved. 
These partners can help coordinate the 
processes and resources available to people 
with mental and substance use disorders as 
they plan their transition. 

 Peers can provide support services inside 
prisons or jails. Individuals who have gone 
through the transition from jail or prison to 
the community can provide valuable peer 
support. They can help people plan for re-
entry, identify safe housing, and learn about 
triggers or issues that could lead back to the 
justice system. Peer staff may be employed 
by the jail or by in-reach providers to deliver 
transition planning services. 
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Intercept 4: Core Competencies 
1. Forensic peers understand housing is a top priority for individuals re-entering society and do 

not mistake this as an entitled attitude or malingering for resources. Forensic peers 
understand that housing weighs heavy on individuals re-entering society and do not attempt 
to make the “peer relationship” the primary goal of individuals receiving initial services. 
Forensic peers are acutely aware of barriers individuals face, such as individuals experiencing 
homelessness who have difficulty charging their phone and receiving phone calls from 
potential housing resources regarding openings. 

2. Forensic peers are knowledgeable regarding civil rights, fair housing laws, and legal 
protections for individuals with criminal histories and empower individuals to advocate for 
themselves. Forensic peers can provide individuals with State and Federal Housing Rights, 
including rights of individuals participating in MAT, federally assisted housing eligibility, and 
the procedures for filing discrimination and other housing complaints within your state. 
Forensic peers do not offer legal opinions, rather they collect information and make 
appropriate referrals. They also help individuals in building self-advocacy skills. 

3. Forensic peers working within recovery housing organizations inform individuals of their rights 
and help them maintain legal compliance, including (but not limited to) housing protections 
for those participating in MAT. 

4. Forensic peers stay informed about housing availability, programs that assist with deposits 
and move-in fees, property-specific restrictions, rental guidelines, and requirements. Forensic 
peers seek to be informed about city, county, and state re-entry programs that provide 
transitional housing. 

5. Forensic peers are informed about available programs such as Rent Well for addressing 
negative rental and credit histories and other barriers that may prevent individuals from 
securing stable housing. Forensic peers assist individuals in correcting inaccuracies in their 
criminal history and credit history reports, understand how to find reliable sources to run 
credit reports, and can direct individuals to methods for challenging and/or removing 
unfavorable entries. 

6. Forensic peers assist individuals in their application for a Certificate of Rehabilitation, if 
available in the individual’s state. 

7. Forensic peers understand that private homeowners are more likely to accept a weighted 
application, letters of recommendation, certificates of rehabilitation, and explanations of prior 
history or current status than property management companies.  

8. Forensic peers assist individuals in developing a narrative to explain their history to help 
overcome charges and convictions that are sometimes misleading regarding an individual’s 
history. 
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9. Forensic peers also support individuals in assessing the safety of various housing options and 
discuss the relapse potential associated with various environments.  

10. Forensic peers advocate for housing for those with disqualifying crimes and educate systems 
and communities regarding the cost-benefits of clean and sober housing as well as Forensic 
Peer services. Forensic peers are also aware of predatory background check scams that exploit 
offenders seeking housing. 

11. Forensic peers understand the imperative of an individual’s desire for employment and how 
meaningful employment facilitates successful re-entry into society. 

12. Forensic peers address employment challenges that include the development of job readiness 
skills and access to professional interview attire.  

13. Forensic peers are knowledgeable about locating re-entry friendly employers and job 
opportunities. 

14. Forensic peers instruct individuals on how to gather supportive documents such as letters of 
recommendation (including recommendations from previous employers, judges or 
probation/parole officers, volunteer supervisors), certificates of rehabilitation, and 
lost/misplaced vocational education records, to help reinforce their reported job skills and 
commitment to work. 

15. Forensic peers facilitate the job application process by assisting with filling out job 
applications, writing resumes, and creating cover letters that present the individual’s current 
situation in a positive and comprehensible format.  

16. Forensic peers know how to research opportunities for restoring warrants to the court 
calendar, vacating warrants, correcting erroneous criminal history records, and applying for 
expungement or felony reduction at the state and county level.  

17. Forensic peers have a basic knowledge of BOLI protections, MAT and addiction treatment 
rights, reasonable accommodations, local minimum wage, workers’ rights, and the difference 
between 1099 and W-2 employment contracts.  
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Class Discussion: Intercept 4 
 

Developing partnerships 

 
What are the elements of a transition plan? Thinking about your own lived experience what 
needs did you have when transitioning back into the community? 

 
How can peers go beyond simply identifying resources, and mobilize resources for 
individuals re-entering the community from incarceration? 
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Intercept 5 – Community Corrections 
Individuals who are placed on probation or 
parole benefit from peer support to assist them 
with understanding and adhering to the 
provisions and conditions of their probation or 
parole and to balance such responsibilities with 
sustaining their treatment and recovery.  

Peer support providers work with both the 
individual as well as community corrections 
officers to access resources and services 
including housing, employment, and benefits. 

Key Elements for Diversion at 
Intercept 5 

 Peers can provide mental health training 
for community corrections officers. 
Officers with specialized caseloads should 
receive additional, more in-depth training 
to learn about the specific needs of the 
people under their supervision (such as 
training in Mental Health First Aid). 

 Forensic peers focus on smaller specialized 
caseloads of people with mental and 
substance use disorders. The use of smaller 
and specialized mental health or substance 
use caseloads shows promising results. 
Specialized caseloads allow community 
corrections officers to provide support that 
keeps their clients on the path to recovery, 
increases connections to services and 
appointments, and reduces the chance of 
violations and jail stays. 

 Peers can help develop community 
partnerships. As people under community 
supervision get jobs and become more self-
sufficient, they may no longer qualify for 
critical benefits. Community corrections 
officers can work with partners to make 
sure their clients have the support they 
need to remain independent, continue 

recovering, and avoid going back to the 
criminal justice system. Example: Forensic 
Assertive Community Treatment (FACT) 

 Peers can make referrals and facilitate 
induction into medication-assisted 
treatment (MAT), a substance use disorder 
treatment program that combines 
behavioral therapy with the use of 
medications approved by the Food and 
Drug Administration. These medications 
include methadone, naltrexone, and 
buprenorphine. MAT can help reduce the 
risk of overdose and relapse among people 
with substance use disorders once they are 
back in the community. 

 Peers can assist clients in accessing 
recovery supports. Housing and 
employment with a livable wage are just as 
important as access to behavioral health 
services. However, many things can be 
barriers to employment and housing for 
people who have been in jail or prison. 
Community corrections officers can help 
reduce these barriers by helping their 
clients get government-issued photo 
identification, start, or reinstate health care 
coverage, and access criminal record 
expungement. Examples: Individual 
Placement and Support (IPS), Permanent 
Supportive Housing (PHS). 
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Intercept 5: Core Competencies 
1. Forensic peers facilitate self-assessment of medical, dental, hygienic, social, and emotional 

needs 

2. Forensic peers facilitate the creation of a wellness plan based on the self-assessment of the 
individual. 

3. Forensic peers model positive mental health, physical health, hygiene, and nutritional 
practices.  

4. Forensic peers help clients explore solutions for avoiding possible risky situations that they 
may have previously encountered and assist individuals in developing relapse prevention 
plans and coping strategies. 

5. Forensic peers introduce individuals to pro-social events and outings. 

6. Forensic peers help individuals relinquish non-beneficial attitudes, beliefs, and behaviors 
learned as survival mechanisms in criminal justice settings by being constructive role models. 
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Class Discussion: Intercept 5 

Developing partnerships 

 
As people transition to longer term supervision, intensive services often decrease. How can 
peers provide ongoing support, resources, and connection during this time? 
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FPS Aid & Assist 
When people are accused of a crime and can’t 

the court may order them (ORS 161.370) to 
undergo mental health treatment so they can 

Oregon State Hospital (OSH) for treatment. or 

judges to comm

jail and the State Hospital. 
Fitness to Proceed Statutes 

ORS 161.360: 
 

 understand the nature of the 
proceedings 

 
counsel 

 
defendant 

ORS 161.365: 
-ordered 

competency to stand trial (note 

required for a court to make a 

to proceed) 

ORS 161.370: 

court-ordered 

defendants are 
restored (State Hospital 
or Community 

 

                                                                                                                                                              

 

Oregon’s current Aid and Assist crisis largely 
revolves around houselessness and instability 
in the social determinants of health.  Forensic 
Peers can assist with this crisis through 
helping to ensure stability in the lives of 
individuals under aid and assist court orders. 
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The Aid and Assist Process 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

aid and assist in 
. 

(psychological/psychiatric assessment) 

 defense. 

 

the community. 

defense. defense. expires).  The maximum 

the charges. 

Charges are dismissed; 

if they meet the criteria 
 

The criminal case 
 

42



Incompetency vs Competency  
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Appendix 1: Court Vocabulary  
 

AB INITIO: La�n for "from the beginning." 
ABANDONMENT: When a parent leaves a child without adequate care, supervision, support, or parental contact for 
an excessive period of �me. 
ACCESS: Paren�ng �me (once called visita�on). 
ACCRUAL: The total amount of child support that is owed. 
ACCUSATORY INSTRUMENT: To begin a criminal ac�on, the state files this document to accuse a person of commi�ng 
a criminal offense. It may be an “indictment,” an “informa�on,” or a “complaint.” 
ACKNOWLEDGMENT OF PATERNITY: A voluntary writen statement made by a mother and biological father in which 
they admit that the man is the father of the child. A properly executed statement filed with the center for health 
sta�s�cs has the same legal effect as a court order. 
ACKNOWLEDGMENT: Saying, tes�fying, or assuring that something is true. 
ACTION, CASE, SUIT, LAWSUIT: These are terms for a dispute brought to a court to decide. An ac�on or case may be 
civil or criminal. 
ACTION: A lawsuit or proceeding in a court of law. 
AD LITEM: "For this lawsuit." 
ADJUDICATE: To make a final decision; to give a judgment or a decree. 
ADJUDICATION: The judge’s decision in a case or ac�on or another term for ‘trial’ in juvenile court. 
ADMINISTRATIVE PROCESS: A quasi-judicial process that is similar to but not exactly the same as a judicial process. 
Child support and paternity are o�en established through an administra�ve process by the Child Support Program. 
ADMISSIBLE: Evidence that is properly introduced in a trial. 
ADMISSION: Saying that certain facts are true. 
ADOPTION: Legal proceeding whereby a person or persons take a child or other person as their own child and thereby 
acquire the rights and incur the responsibili�es of a parent. 
AFFIANT: Someone who signs an affidavit. 
AFFIDAVIT: A writen statement under oath. 
AFFIRM: To declare that something is true. 
AGREEMENT: A verbal or writen resolu�on of disputed issues. 
ALIMONY: A payment of money (or property instead of money) from one spouse to the other; it is called spousal 
support in Oregon. 
ALLEGATION: A claim or statement that has yet to be proved or supported by evidence. 
ALTERNATE CARE: The type of care arranged for a child when a parent is not present. 
ALTERNATE JUROR: To avoid having to retry a case when a juror is excused before the end of trial (for example, because 
of illness), the court may seat a few extra or “alternate” jurors to hear the trial and be available to replace any juror 
who is excused. Regular and alternate jurors sit together during the trial. Some judges do not tell jurors which ones 
are the alternates un�l the jury is ready to deliberate. State law limits how many alternate jurors the court may seat. 
ALTERNATIVE DISPUTE RESOLUTION: A process to resolve a dispute instead of a tradi�onal courtroom trial. Common 
forms of alterna�ve dispute resolu�on are media�on, arbitra�on, and setlement conferences. 
AMEND: To add to or change a claim that has been filed in court. 
ANNULMENT: A marriage is ended legally, and the marriage is declared void, as though it never took place. In the eyes 
of the law, the par�es were never married. It is available under very limited circumstances. 
ANSWER: A�er a plain�ff files a “complaint” in court to start a civil ac�on, the defendant files a paper called an 
“answer” to respond to the claims the plain�ff makes in the complaint. The complaint and answer are called 
“pleadings.” 
ANSWER: The writen response to a complaint. In it, the defendant admits or denies the allega�ons in the plain�ff’s 
complaint and states any defenses and counterclaims that may apply. 
APPEAL: A legal ac�on where one party asks a higher court to review the judge’s rulings or decision. 
APPEARANCE: The par�cipa�on in the proceedings by a party, either in person, by electronic means, or through an 
atorney. 



ARGUMENT, CLOSING ARGUMENT: A�er the par�es have finished presen�ng evidence (through witnesses, 
documents, and the like) of the facts to support their posi�ons, each side may make a closing argument to the jury. 
Either before or a�er closing arguments, the judge instructs the jury on the law to follow to reach its decision. Each 
side reviews the evidence for the jury and offers its version of how the evidence proves or disproves the case.  
ARGUMENT: Persuasion by laying out the facts, the law, and the reasoning that connects them. Arguments may be 
made in documents filed in the court or orally at a hearing or trial. 
ARREARS: In child/spousal support proceedings, monies owed as a result of the obligor’s failure to make payments in 
accordance with a support order. 
ASSAULT: A physical atack that usually results in injury. 
ASSETS: Money, property, and other items to which a value may be assigned. 
ATTORNEY: Someone who is qualified to represent clients in court proceedings. 
AWARD: To give or grant by formal process. 
BEST INTERESTS OF THE CHILD: In deciding custody, the court must consider those facts that directly affect the well -
being of the child. 
BIOLOGICAL FATHER: The man who fathers a child by impregna�ng the mother. 
BURDEN OF PROOF: The responsibility to convince the fact-finder that one's own posi�on is the most persuasive. In a 
family law case, the burden of proof usually is on the moving party and generally the proof must be by a preponderance 
of the evidence. The burden of proof is by clear and convincing evidence in some circumstances. 
CAPITAL CASE: This is a criminal case where the state charges that the defendant commited aggravated murder and 
seeks the death penalty. The case is tried in two phases: the guilt phase and the penalty phase. The guilt phase involves 
presen�ng evidence for the jury to decide whether the defendant is guilty of aggravated murder. If the jury finds the 
defendant guilty of aggravated murder, the jury comes back for the penalty phase to hear other evidence on four 
ques�ons set out by state law. The jury’s answers to those ques�ons determine the sentence. 
CASE, CASE LAW: Previous cases decided by courts of appeal are published and used by judges to make decisions in 
current, similar cases. 
CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE: A writen statement that says the date that the document was provided to the other par�es. 
CHANGE OF VENUE: The removal of a proceeding begun in one county or district to another county or district for trial 
or other proceeding. 
CHALLENGES: State law authorizes the judge and the lawyers to excuse individual jurors from service in a par�cular 
case for various reasons. If a lawyer wishes to have a juror excused, he or she must use a "challenge" for that juror. 
Challenges, or reasons to dismiss a juror, are of two kinds: 

• For cause – State law lists several specific reasons to excuse jurors "for cause." For example, a juror who is 
related to or employed by one of the parties in the case may be excused for cause. The law does not limit 
the number of “for-cause” challenges. 

• Peremptory – Each side in a trial can use a limited number of challenges without giving a reason. These are 
called “peremptory” challenges. State law sets the limit, which varies somewhat by the type of case. A 
peremptory challenge does not imply that the juror is not competent in any way. Often a juror excused in 
one case is selected in another. 

• State and federal law prohibit parties and lawyers from using these challenges to exclude jurors based on 
race, ethnicity, gender, or other reasons that indicate bias against an entire segment of the community. 

CHILD ABUSE: Hur�ng a child physically, sexually or emo�onally. 
CHILD PROTECTIVE AGENCY: An agency authorized by state law to protect the well- being of children. 
CHILD SUPPORT GUIDELINES: Administra�ve rules that a judge or hearings officer must follow when se�ng the 
amount a parent must pay in child support. 
CHILD SUPPORT ORDER: A writen order of the court or the Child Support Program that states which parent must pay 
child support, which parent will receive child support, the amount of the child support payment, and how o�en the 
payments must be made. 
CHILD SUPPORT WORKSHEET: A document, used to enter financial informa�on and calculate the amount of child 
support according to the child support guidelines. 
CHILD SUPPORT: A financial obliga�on that parents owe to their child(ren). 
CIVIL ACTION OR CASE: This is a legal dispute that does not involve prosecu�ng a criminal charge and is between 
par�es who are individuals, businesses, or government en��es; instead one or more par�es usually called plain�ffs 



seek a judgment against other par�es usually called defendants. In most civil ac�ons that juries hear, the plain�ffs seek 
money damages. 
CLEAR AND CONVINCING EVIDENCE: Evidence that proves a fact substan�ally more likely than not. 
CLERK/BAILIFF: The courtroom clerk, some�mes called a bailiff, is a court employee who serves the judge and the jury 
and helps maintain order in the courtroom. The clerk keeps a record of the papers, exhibits, orders and rulings the 
judge makes during trial, and the verdict. The clerk usually administers the oath or affirma�on to jurors and witnesses. 
Other court staff may be in the courtroom, such as a court reporter. 
CLOSING STATEMENT: The statements made by each party (or their lawyers) at the end of a hearing or trial. Typically, 
this statement highlights the version of the facts that best supports each side of the case, how these facts were proven 
during the tes�mony, how the law applies to the case, and why the judge should rule for one side and not the other. 
The statement itself is not evidence, and the closing statement may refer only to what has been received in evidence. 
COHABITATION: Two people, not married to each other, who live together in an in�mate rela�onship or married 
people who live in the same residence. 
COMMON LAW MARRIAGE: A common law marriage occurs when a man and woman who are eligible to marry agree 
to live together as husband and wife without a formal ceremony or a marriage license. In a common law marriage, 
both spouses must intend to be husband and wife.  Oregon does not have common law marriage. 
COMPETENT WITNESS: A witness who has firsthand knowledge of relevant evidence and who is able to tell the judge 
or jury about it. 
COMPETENT: A competent person is able to understand the oath and proceedings and is legally qualified to be a 
witness or party. 
COMPLAINANT: The one who files the lawsuit, same as plain�ff or pe��oner. 
COMPLAINT: The plain�ff files a “pleading” called a “complaint” to bring a dispute to the court to decide. In a civil 
ac�on, the complaint lists the plain�ff’s claims against one or more defendants; in a criminal ac�on in state court, the 
state uses a complaint or other accusatory instrument to accuse the defendant of commi�ng a criminal offense. 
COMPLAINT: A legal paper that starts a case; also called a pe��on or pleading. 
CONFIDENTIAL: When a conversa�on, informa�on or other communica�on is confiden�al, none of the par�cipants 
can tes�fy in court about what was said. Confiden�ality is different with different professionals. A person should ask 
the professional person (atorney, mediator, therapist, counselor) what the rules are for that profession. 
CONTEMPT OF COURT: An act or omission tending to obstruct or interfere with the orderly administra�on of jus�ce 
or to impair the dignity of the Court or respect for its authority. 
CONTEMPT: The willful failure to follow a court order. One party to a lawsuit can ask the court to find the other party 
in contempt of court. 
CONTESTED CASE: A legal proceeding in which one party opposes, resists or disputes what another party has 
requested. 
CO-PARENTS: Parents who share responsibility for raising a child even though the parents no longer live together. 
CORRECTED JUDGMENT: A judgment that has correct informa�on and that replaces a judgment that has errors. 
Formerly called an amended judgment. 
COUNSEL: Judges and lawyers o�en refer to the lawyers who represent par�es in a trial as “counsel.” It is both singular 
and plural. 
COURT ORDER: Any order made by a judge; the order may be writen by the judge or submited by a party or atorney 
and signed by the judge. The par�es may agree to a paren�ng plan and,when the judge signs it, it becomes a court 
order or judgment. 
CRIMINAL ACTION/CASE: In these ac�ons, the government accuses individuals or organiza�ons of conduct that the 
legisla�ve branch of government has defined as a crime. Jurors determine whether the defendant is “guilty” or “not 
guilty.” 
CROSS EXAMINATION: Each party “examines” witnesses by asking them ques�ons relevant to the issues in the case. 
First, the party or party’s lawyer who called the witness to tes�fy ask ques�ons, called “examina�on” or “direct 
examina�on.” The opposing party or lawyer then may ask that witness ques�ons, called “cross examina�on.”  
CUSTODY: The legal arrangement for raising a child and how decisions about the child will be made. Custody has two 
parts: legal and physical. Legal custody is decision-making responsibility for the child; physical custody refers to the 
home in which the child lives. Parents may agree to any custody arrangement that is in the best interest of the child. 
DECISION: A court's judgment, order or decree that setles a dispute and decides an issue. 
DECLARATION: A writen statement that is cer�fied to be true under the penalty of perjury. 



DECREE: A ruling given by the court, typically in a court of equity. 
DEFAULT JUDGMENT: Relief granted by a court when an opposing party fails to answer a complaint or appear for trial. 
DEFAULT: A party's failure to answer a complaint, mo�on, or pe��on within the �me allowed. 
DEFENDANT: In a criminal ac�on, the defendant is the party accused of commi�ng a crime. The person the case is 
brought against; also called a respondent. 
DELIBERATIONS: A�er the court instructs the jury on the law, it sends the jury to the jury room to “deliberate” or 
discuss the evidence and reach a verdict. “Delibera�ons” describes the jury’s work of discussing the evidence, finding 
the facts, applying the law as the court instructs, and deciding the verdict. 
DEPENDENT: A family member who is supported financially by another person, usually one with a legal support 
obliga�on. 
DEPOSITION: Before trial, one party may “depose” another party or a witness by asking that person ques�ons under 
oath. A court reporter makes a record of the ques�ons and answers and then “transcribes” the tes�mony in wri�ng. 
Both the ques�oning and the writen transcript are called “deposi�ons.” Par�es take deposi�ons for several reasons, 
including to subs�tute for tes�mony at trial when the witness is ill or cannot atend, or to help discover informa�on 
to help prepare for trial. A party may use parts of a deposi�on at trial but only for limited purposes.  A recorded out 
of court examina�on made under oath. Usually a lawyer asks ques�ons of a party or witness to learn their version of 
events. 
DISCLOSE: To reveal, tell or expose new informa�on. 
DISCOVERY: A means to get documents, answers, and other informa�on from a party or par�es to a lawsuit. Examples 
of discovery are a request for produc�on, interrogatories (writenques�ons) and deposi�ons (ques�ons which are 
usually asked in person and on the record). 
DISMISS or DISMISSAL: To terminate a case without further considera�on or hearing. To dismiss without 
prejudice means the mater can be refiled and brought to court again. To dismiss with prejudice means that the mater 
cannot be refiled. 
DISSOLUTION OF MARRIAGE: The legal end of a marriage, also called divorce. 
DISSOLUTION: The termina�on of a legal rela�onship such as a partnership or marriage. 
DIVISION OF CHILD SUPPORT: The state agency that handles child support when one of the parents is receiving public 
assistance or the parent or child is on the Oregon Health Plan or cases in which the child is receiving state-paid foster 
care or is in the custody of the Oregon Youth Authority. The county District Atorney’s office handles child support 
issues when no public assistance is involved. 
DIVORCE: The end of a marriage by an official decision in a court of law. 
DNA TESTING: A way to determine the parents of a child by gene�c tes�ng. 
DOCKET: A “docket" or " trial docket" is the list or calendar of cases set for trial or other hearing at a specified �me and 
date. 
DOCUMENTS: Pieces of paper that contain informa�on. 
DOMESTIC VIOLENCE or ABUSE: A patern of behavior by an in�mate partner, cohabitant or family member used to 
establish power and control over another person through fear and in�mida�on, o�en including the threat or actual 
use of violence. Abuse of family members can take many forms, including emo�onal abuse, economic abuse, sexual 
abuse, using children, threats, in�mida�on, isola�on, and a variety of other behaviors used to maintain fear, 
in�mida�on and power. 
EMANCIPATION: A legal process that gives a person 16 years old or older legal independence from his or her parents 
or guardians. 
ENFORCE: To require a person to comply with a law, regula�on or order. 
EPPDAPA: The Elderly Persons and Persons with Disabili�es Abuse Preven�on Act. This law has rules for issuing 
restraining orders to protect elderly persons and persons with disabili�es. 
ESTABLISH: A process to prove or confirm the truth or validity of something (such as to establish paternity) or to set 
up something that is intended to con�nue (such as a child support obliga�on). 
EVIDENCE: Tes�mony of a witness under oath or affirma�on or any object that is received by the court to prove the 
existence or non-existence of facts in a case. 
EX PARTE PROTECTIVE ORDER:  An order by the court, issued without no�ce to the other side that prevents another 
person from harming or damaging a person and in some cases may restrain all contact. 



EX PARTE: La�n phrase for contact with the judge without no�ce to the opposing party. Judges are not allowed to have 
ex parte contact with par�es except under limited circumstances. Ex parte also may be a short mater that is not on 
the court calendar and that quickly resolves a limited issue in the case. 
EXAMINATION OR DIRECT EXAMINATION: See “Cross Examina�on,” above. 
EXEMPTIONS/EXCUSES/DEFERRAL/POSTPONEMENT: State law requires every person who meets the basic 
qualifica�ons to serve on a jury when called unless the person requests, and the court grants, a delay or an exemp�on. 
State statutes list the reasons a court may defer or excuse a person from jury service. The Oregon State Bar Handbook 
for Jurors has more informa�on. Oregon state courts work with jurors who have schedule conflicts to defer jury service 
to a later, more convenient �me. Courts can usually accommodate requests to defer service if the juror sends a request 
to the court as soon as possible a�er receiving the summons. The summons has informa�on on how to request waiver 
or deferral. The law does not now permit requests by electronic mail.  
EXHIBIT: A physical object that is offered in evidence during a trial or hearing. 
EXHIBITS: In addi�on to calling witnesses to tes�fy, par�es may offer objects, such as documents, books, leters, and 
pictures, as evidence. Each item is marked or labeled with a number or leter or both for reference. The par�es and 
the court use that label when referring to the object during the trial. If the court receives or “admits” these objects in 
evidence, the jury reviews those items along with the witness tes�mony during delibera�ons. 
FACILITATOR or FAMILY LAW FACILITATOR: A court employee who helps parents who do not have atorneys by providing 
assistance with common family law forms and giving informa�on about court procedures and other sources of help in 
the community. A court facilitator does not give legal advice. 
FAMILY COURT: A trial court that has jurisdic�on over all family cases, including divorce, child support, paternity, 
domes�c abuse, and juvenile cases. 
FAMILY LAW: The area of law, also known as domes�c rela�ons law, which generally refers to divorce, dissolu�on, 
custody, paren�ng �me, support, and paternity. 
FAMILY ABUSE PREVENTION ACT (FAPA): The law that authorizes courts to issue protec�ve orders (a special type of 
restraining order) when there has been violence or other forms of abuse within a family. FAPA orders may include 
orders for custody and paren�ng plans. 
FATHER’S RIGHTS: Judges are required to base decisions on the best interests of the child; they may not discriminate 
between parents on the basis of gender. 
FILIATION PETITION: Legal papers that ask the court or a child support agency to declare who is the father of a child. 
A parent can ask the court to make an order regarding custody, paren�ng �me, and child support once paternity is 
established. 
FILING: Giving the court clerk one’s legal papers. 
FOREPERSON, PRESIDING JUROR: A�er the judge instructs the jury and sends the jury to deliberate, the jury’s first task 
is to choose one of its members to be the foreperson or presiding juror. The foreperson/presiding juror leads the 
discussion and ensures that the jurors discuss the issues: Openly, fully, in an orderly way, and with respect for every 
juror’s opinion. The foreperson oversees the vo�ng process, counts the votes, and completes and signs the verdict 
form.  
FORM: A model document to work from or a legal paper with blanks that can be filled in. 
FOSTER CARE: A program that pays money to a person, family, or ins�tu�on to raise someone else's child. 
FREQUENT AND CONTINUING CONTACT: Paren�ng plans should give a child regular contact with both parents so the 
child has a genuine, on-going rela�onship with each parent, unless it puts the child in serious danger. 
GARNISHMENT: A legal process that allows part of a person's wages and/or assets to be withheld for payment of a 
debt; also known as wage-withholding. 
GRANDPARENT’S RIGHTS: Grandparents and others who have an established rela�onship with a child may ask a court 
to make orders giving them �me with the child. Also called thirdparty rights. 
GUARDIAN: A person appointed by the court to protect a child or incapacitated person. Note: A guardian does not 
have a duty of support the child or incapacitated person in care. 
GUARDIAN AD LITEM (GAL): A person appointed by the court to represent the interests of a minor or incapacitated 
party in a court case. 
GUIDELINES: See Child Support Guidelines. 
HEARING: A proceeding scheduled by the court at a par�cular date and �me that may or may not include presenta�on 
of evidence by the par�es. 
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HEARSAY: Hearsay is an out-of-court statement that is presented as a true statement in court. Hearsay generally is not 
admissible in a trial or hearing, but there are many excep�ons to the hearsay rule. 
HOME STUDY: A professional inves�ga�on of the living situa�on of each of the parents for the court's use in 
determining parental rights and responsibili�es, custody and paren�ng �me. 
HYBRID CUSTODY: One parent has primary physical custody of one or more of the children and shared physical custody 
of another of the children. 
IEP: Stands for "individualized educa�on program." An IEP is designed to meet the excep�onal educa�onal needs of 
public school students who are eligible for special educa�on services. 
INCOME: Any form of periodic payment to a person, regardless of source, including wages, salaries, commissions, 
bonuses, workers' compensa�on, disability, pension or re�rement program payments, and interest. 
INDIAN CHILD WELFARE ACT (ICWA): A federal statute that includes special rules courts must follow if a Na�ve 
American child is involved in a custody proceeding (including adop�ons, guardianships, and foster care). 
IN LOCO PARENTIS: La�n phrase referring to a person who, although not the legal or biological parent of the child, is 
treated as a parent. 
INTERPRETER: A person who is able to translate, orally or in wri�ng, spoken or sign language into the common 
language of the court. 
INTERSTATE: A case which involves two or more states. 
INTRASTATE: A case which involves two or more courts within a state. 
IRRELEVANT: Evidence which is not important to the case and which will not tend to prove or disprove any of the 
issues. 
JOINT CHILD: A term used in child support determina�ons meaning a dependent child who is the son or daughter of 
both the mother and father involved in the child support case. In those cases where only one parent seeks child 
support, a joint child is the child for who support is sought. 
JOINT CUSTODY: A court order that grants both parents decision-making authority for their child. 
JOINT LEGAL CUSTODY: A court order that allows both parents to make major decisions about a child's health, 
educa�on, and wellbeing. 
JOINT PHYSICAL CUSTODY: A court order that provides that a child will spend about the same amount of �me living 
with each parent. 
JUDGE: A court officer who supervises hearings and trials and pronounces judgment. 
JUDGMENT: A court's decision. 
JURISDICTION: The authority of the court to hear a case. There are two types of jurisdic�on: personal jurisdic�on and 
subject mater jurisdic�on. A court may exercise personal jurisdic�on when a party to a lawsuit is present in Oregon 
or has sufficient contacts with Oregon. A court may exercise subject mater jurisdic�on when a law or rule says that it 
may. 
JURY COORDINATOR: The jury coordinator is a court employee who: 

• Helps jurors schedule their service 
• Answers jurors’ questions about jury service 
• Gets juror information to ensure proper payment 
• Helps orient jurors to jury service and the courthouse setting 
• If you have questions about jury service in your local court, this is the person to contact. 

JURY INSTRUCTIONS: The judge gives the jury instruc�ons at the beginning of the trial, before delibera�ons, and at 
the end of the trial. Instruc�ons at the beginning of the trial usually include rules for juror conduct. Instruc�ons before 
delibera�ons outline the law that the jury must apply in determining the facts and deciding the verdict; the judge may 
give those instruc�on before or a�er final argument. At the end of trial, the court may give some final guidelines about 
what jurors may discuss with others, what they need not discuss if they choose not to, informa�on about debriefing 
sessions for jurors in emo�onally difficult cases. Judges frequently meet with juries a�er trial to get feedback about 
jury service and about what the judge, lawyers, and jury coordinator can do to improve jury service for future jurors. 
JURY SELECTION: When a judge is ready to begin selec�ng jurors for a trial, the judge sends a request to the jury 
assembly room to send a jury panel to the courtroom so that the judge and lawyers may ques�on the panel and select 
the number of jurors needed for that trial. The ques�ons help the judge and lawyers determine whether the jurors 
can serve without bias or prejudice or whether some reason exists that might interfere with the juror’s ability to serve. 
This process is also known as “voir dire.”  



JUVENILE: A person younger than the legal age of adulthood, which is 18 years in Oregon. 
LEGAL CUSTODY: A parent's right and responsibility to make decisions about a child's health, educa�on and wellbeing. 
LEGAL FATHER: A man who is recognized by law as the parent of a child. The legal father need not be the biological 
father. 
LEGAL PARENT: A person who is recognized by law as the parent of a child. 
LEGAL SEPARATION: A legal end to a domes�c rela�onship in which the par�es remain married. A court may divide 
assets and make other orders in a legal separa�on. 
LIMITED LEGAL SERVICES: An arrangement with an atorney to receive help with some part of a case for a set fee or 
limited fees. 
LITIGANTS: These are the par�es in an ac�on; in most jury trials, par�es have lawyers to represent them. 
LONG ARM JURISDICTION: A means to allow the court to obtain jurisdic�on over a person who is not found within 
Oregon. The exercise of long-arm jurisdic�on is limited by due process. 
MEDIATION: A process in which the dispu�ng par�es use a third party to assist them in reaching a setlement of the 
dispute. The process is private, informal, and non-binding. The mediator has no power to impose a setlement, but 
rather atempts to assist the par�es in reaching a mutually acceptable resolu�on to the dispute. 
MINOR: A person under the age of 18 years. 
MODIFICATION: A change or altera�on, like modifica�on of an order in which a new order is issued that changes the 
terms of the original order. 
MODIFICATION ORDER: An order of the court that alters, changes, extends, amends, limits, or reduces an earlier order 
of the court. 
MODIFY: To alter, change, extend, amend, or limit a previous provision or order. 
MONEY JUDGMENT: A specific amount of money awarded by the court to a person or en�ty. A judgment may be 
collected by legal means. 
MOTION: Applica�on to a court for an order, ruling or decision. 
MOTION TO DISMISS: A paper filed with the court asking for the dismissal of a case, pe��on, complaint, defense, or 
claim. 
NON CUSTODIAL PARENT: The parent who has not been granted legal custody of the par�es’ child, a parent who is not 
the primary caretaker of the child. 
NON JOINT CHILD: A term used in child support determina�ons meaning the legal child of one but not both of the 
parents. 
NOTICE: A writen announcement or warning. 
NOTICE AND FINDING OF FINANCIAL RESPONSIBILITY (NFR): The pleading used by the Child Support Program that 
begins the administra�ve process to establish child support or paternity. 
NUNC PRO TUNC: La�n term that means now for then. It indicates a corrected judgment is effec�ve on the date of the 
original erroneous judgment or an order the judge signs now is effec�ve on an earlier date. 
OATH: Swearing or affirming that a statement is true. An oath may be made in person or in wri�ng. 
OBJECTION: A party or the party’s lawyer may object to a ques�on another party or lawyer asks a witness, a witness’s 
answer, an exhibit, or improper argument as not proper under the law. The judge “rules” or decides whether under 
the rules of evidence the objec�on is proper (“sustained”) or not proper (“overruled”). The jury must accept the judge’s 
ruling. 
OBJECTION: A formal protest made by a party over evidence or allega�ons that the other side tries to introduce. 
OBLIGATION: Something that must be done because of a legal duty, such as an obliga�on to pay child support. 
OBLIGEE: Commonly refers to the person to whom child or spousal support is payable. 
OBLIGOR: Commonly refers to the person ordered to pay child or spousal support. 
OFFSET: Amount of money taken from a parent's state or federal income tax refund before he or she receives it, or 
from administra�ve payments like federal re�rement benefits, to pay a child support debt. 
ON THE RECORD: The official recording, taken down by a court reporter or recorded by electronic means, of what is 
said in the courtroom. If the judge makes a ruling "on the record," it means he or she made the decision orally in the 
courtroom. 
ONE-TRIAL/ONE DAY (POPULARLY KNOWN AS “ONE-DAY/ONE-TRIAL”): Most state courts have shortened the term of 
jury service. In most larger courts, the term is now one trial or, for jurors not selected for trial or grand jury, one day. 
Courts in coun�es with fewer ci�zens are also shortening the terms as much as they can but may not be able to adopt 



one-trial/one-day terms yet because state law limits how o�en courts may require a ci�zen to serve as a juror. Many 
trials are longer than one day. 
OPENING STATEMENT: Before calling witnesses, each party or the party’s lawyer may present an opening statement 
to tell the jury what the case is about and what evidence each expects to offer to prove or disprove the claims made. 
Some judges allow lawyers to make “mini-opening statements” before jury selec�on to help poten�al jurors 
understand a litle about the case and the ques�ons the lawyers may ask during jury selec�on.  
OPENING STATEMENT: The introductory statement made by each party (or their lawyer) at the start of a hearing or 
trial. Typically, this statement explains the version of the facts best suppor�ng each side of the case and how these 
facts will be proven. The opening statement is not evidence. 
OPPOSITION: The name of the paper filed in response to and that disagrees with another party's mo�on. 
ORAL ARGUMENT: The part of a trial when lawyers or par�es summarize their posi�on, cite the law, and answer the 
judge's ques�ons. 
ORDER OF FILIATION: An order by the court legally declaring a man to be the biological father of a child, usually done 
on the basis of the filing of a paternity pe��on. 
ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE: A court order direc�ng a person to appear in court and respond to a legal pe��on, mo�on 
or complaint. 
PARENT-CHILD CONTACT: A court determina�on establishing the condi�ons under which a parent may be with his or 
her child, also known as paren�ng �me.  
PARENTING CLASSES: Classes that help parents focus on the needs of their children and give parents informa�on to 
provide a nurturing non-threatening home environment. 
PARENTING PLAN: A writen document that says the days and �mes a child will spend with each parent. A plan also 
may contain provisions regarding other aspects of paren�ng, such as a prohibi�on against derogatory statements 
about the other parent. Paren�ng plans may begeneral or detailed, but a paren�ng plan must include the minimum 
amount of �me a child will spend with the non-custodial parent. 
PARENTING TIME: A court decision about the �mes that a parent may be with his or her child. 
PARTY or PARTIES: The technical legal word for the people who are part of the case and who have a right to sit at 
counsel table and ask the court to rule one way or another. In family law cases, the par�es usually are the people 
whose names are on the case as pe��oner and respondent; however other people, such as interveners and children 
atending school, also maybe par�es. 
PATERNITY: A determina�on that establishes a man as the legal father of a child. If the parents were never married, 
paternity usually must be established before a court may award the man custody or paren�ng �me. 
PATERNITY SUIT: A lawsuit to decide who the father of a child is if the parents were not married when the child was 
born. 
PENDENTE LITE: Temporary or prejudgment arrangements or orders for custody, child support, paren�ng �me, 
spousal support, possession of the family home, and other temporary orders that will be in effect un�l the final trial 
or hearing. 
PERJURY: A false statement made on purpose while under oath in a court proceeding. 
PETITION: A legal paper that starts a case. 
PETITIONER: The person or agency who files papers to start a lawsuit; also called plain�ff. 
PETITION FOR CUSTODY: If parents have never been married, instead of filing a dissolu�on of marriage (divorce) 
pe��on, they file a pe��on for custody under ORS 109.103 to get a custody order and paren�ng plan. They may need 
to establish paternity first. 
PLAINTIFF: The person who files papers to start a lawsuit; also called pe��oner. The plain�ff is the person or en�ty 
who files a complaint to bring a legal dispute to court for decision. 
PLEADING: The process by which par�es file papers in court, including papers to begin a case, papers to respond to 
issues that are raised by another party, and counterclaims. 
PLEADINGS: The par�es in the ac�on file papers called pleadings that state their claims against each other. In a civil 
case, the plain�ff files a complaint, then the defendant files an answer, and o�en the plain�ff files a reply to the 
answer.  
POWER OF ATTORNEY: When a person (the "principal") authorizes someone else (the "agent" or "atorney in fact") to 
take care of business for the principal. A power of atorney authorizes the agent to do whatever is necessary to manage 
the principal's assets. A "limited" or "special" powerof atorney can be made more restric�ve, by se�ng �me limits for 
the agent to serve, limi�ng the agent to certain ac�ons, or authorizing the agent to manage only par�cular assets. 



There are "general" powers of atorney, "limited" or "special" powers of atorney, and "durable" powers of atorney. A 
general or limited power of atorney ends when the principal durable power of atorney stays in effect if the principal 
becomes incapacitated. 
PREJUDGMENT RELIEF: Temporary arrangements or orders for custody, child support, paren�ng �me, spousal support, 
possession of the family home, and other temporary orders that will be in effect un�l the final trial or hearing. 
PREPONDERANCE OF THE EVIDENCE: Evidence that proves a fact more probably than not. 
PRIMA FACIE: From the La�n for "from first view." Prima facie evidence is sufficient to support a certain conclusion 
unless contradictory evidence is presented. A prima facie case is sufficient on its face because it is supported by the 
necessary minimum evidence and free from obvious defects. 
PRIMA FACIE CASE: A case sufficient on its face and supported by the requisite minimum of evidence. 
PRIMARY PHYSICAL CUSTODY: A type of court order or arrangement in which a child lives with one parent more than 
the other parent. 
PRIMARY RESIDENCE: Oregon law allows parents who agree on joint custody to designate one home as the primary 
residence. This is the home where the children will spend more overnights. There is no defini�on in the law for this 
term. The term is also used to determine public benefits. If a person receives TANF or public assistance, there are rules 
about this designa�on which may affect eligibility to receive benefits. Parents should consult with a caseworker or an 
atorney regarding the consequences of indica�ng a primary residence in a paren�ng plan. 
PRO BONO: Legal work done for free; from the La�n meaning "for the good." 
PRO SE: A person who represents himself or herself without an atorney; also called selfrepresented person. 
PRO TEM JUDGE: A lawyer appointed by the court to act as a judge on a temporary basis. 
PROCEEDINGS: Generally, the process of conduc�ng judicial business before a court or judicial officer. A "proceeding" 
refers to one of the separate steps in that process, such as a mo�on or hearing. 
PROOF: Evidence that tends to establish the existence or truth of a fact at issue in a case. 
PROOF OF SERVICE: The form filed with the court that proves that court papers were formally served on (delivered to) 
a party in a court ac�on on a certain date. 
PROTECTIVE ORDER: A court order which is meant to protect a person from another person. 
PSYCHOLOGICAL PARENT: Some�mes a person who is not a biological parent (like a stepparent or live-in partner) takes 
on major responsibili�es for a child and is seen by the child as a “parent”. In certain cases, a judge may provide for the 
child to con�nue to have scheduled �me with this psychological parent. 
PUBLIC BENEFITS: Also called “public assistance”. Money or medical assistance received by a parent based on need, 
or based on the needs of the children who live with them. Benefits are paid by the Adult and Family Services Division, 
Department of Human Services. Types of public assistance include Temporary Assistance to Needy Families (TANF) and 
Oregon Supplemental Security Income. 
PUTATIVE FATHER: The person said to be the father of a child but who has not yet been declared to be the legal father. 
QUALIFIED DOMESTIC RELATIONS ORDER (QDRO): An order or judgment by a court and approved by a pension plan, 
that divides a pension plan for a division of property or to pay for child or spousal support. 
REBUTTAL: Evidence presented at trial by one party in order to overcome evidence introduced by another party. 
RECESS: A short break in a trial ordered by the judge. 
RECONCILIATION: A married couple or partners in a domes�c partnership who, once separated, get back together. 
RECORD: A writen account of the proceedings in a case, including all pleadings, evidence, exhibits, and judgment 
submited during the case. 
RELEVANT: Evidence which tends to prove or disprove an issue in the case. 
RELIEF: The redress or assistance awarded to a party by the court. 
RESET: To put on the court calendar again. 
REST: When one party finishes presen�ng evidence to support the party’s claims or dispute the other party’s claims, 
the party “rests.”  
RESIDENCY: The usual, official place of residence; the place where a person makes his or her home. 
RESPONDENT: The party who answers a complaint in a civil case or a party against whom an appeal is brought. 
RESTRAINING ORDER: A court order that tells a person to stop doing something for a certain amount of �me. Some 
examples are FAPA orders, stalking protec�ve orders, and EPPDAPAorders. 
RETURN OF SERVICE: A statement that is filed in court to show that a complaint or other document has been served 
on (delivered to) a party. 



RULES OF COURT: Many court procedures are controlled by statewide rules, such as the Uniform Trial Court Rules 
(UTCR), and by local court rules. The state and local rules can be found in the county law library or at the OJD website 
at htps://stage-courts.oregon.gov/. 
SAFETY FOCUSED PARENTING PLAN: A paren�ng plan created for families when there is mental illness, drug addic�on, 
domes�c violence, child abuse, or other circumstances that may not be safe for a child or parent.  
SEPARATE PROPERTY: Property and debt that is considered to belong to just one party in a marriage or domes�c 
partnership. It may have been acquired before the marriage or from an inheritance or gi�. 
SEPARATION: Married persons living apart, either informally by one leaving the home or agreeing to "separate" while 
sharing a residence, or formally by obtaining a "legal separa�on" or nego�a�ng a "separa�on agreement" se�ng out 
the terms of separate living. 
SEPARATION DATE: The date when one spouse (or both) or one partner (or both) decides that the marriage or 
partnership is over and takes some ac�on to show this (like moving out of the house). 
SERVICE: Providing a copy of the court papers to the other side. 
SERVICE BY PUBLICATION: When service is done by publishing a no�ce in a newspaper or by pos�ng on a bulle�n board 
at the courthouse or other public facility a�er a court determines that other means of service are imprac�cal or have 
been unsuccessful. 
SETTLEMENT: An agreement of terms reached through nego�a�on by par�es involved in a legal dispute. When a 
setlement is reached, the par�es may appear before a judge to put the setlement on the record. 
SETTLEMENT CONFERENCE: A mee�ng with or without a judge before trial to explore ways to setle the issues. The 
mee�ng usually includes the par�es and lawyers but others may par�cipate by agreement. 
SHARED PHYSICAL CUSTODY: The technical term for when the child lives with each parent about the same amount of 
�me (such as alterna�ng one week with one parent, one week with the other parent). 
SHOW CAUSE ORDER: A court order telling a person to appear in court in person or in wri�ng and present evidence to 
show why the orders requested by the other side should not be granted. A show cause order is usually based on a 
mo�on and affidavit asking the judge to make certain decisions. 
SOLE LEGAL CUSTODY: A court order in which one parent has the legal authority to make the major decisions affec�ng 
the child, like health care, educa�on, and religion. If the parents do not agree on a decision concerning the child, the 
parent with sole legal custody has the right to make the final decision. 
SPOUSE: Husband or wife. 
SPOUSAL SUPPORT: Court-ordered support of a spouse or ex-spouse; also called "maintenance" or "alimony." 
STANDING: Standing is a legal term that means a person or en�ty has sufficient connec�on to and/or harm from a law 
or ac�on to par�cipate in a lawsuit or raise a claim. 
STATUS QUO: A child’s usual place of residence, current schedule and daily rou�ne for at least the last three months. 
STATUS QUO ORDER: A court may enter an order that keeps the “status quo.” See above.  A court may enter an order 
that keeps the “status quo” and will stop the other parent from moving the child, interfering with the child’s usual 
rou�ne and schedule, and hiding the child. See above. 
STATUTE: A law passed by Congress or a state legislature, Oregon Revised Statute, ORS. 
STIPULATED JUDGMENT: An agreement between the par�es that setles a case and is in wri�ng and signed by both 
par�es (or their atorneys) and by a judge. 
STIPULATION: An agreement between opposing par�es on any fact or issue related to the proceeding or trial, such as 
an agreement on child support on a temporary or final basis. 
SUBPOENA: A paper issued by the court requiring a person or en�ty to appear in court and/or bring documents.  This 
is an order to appear at court at a set �me, usually used to summon witnesses to court to tes�fy or to bring 
documents.  
SUMMONS: A document direc�ng a sheriff or other officer to no�fy the person named in the summons that a lawsuit 
has been started against him or her in court, and that he or she must go to court on the day listed in the summons 
and/or file an answer to the complaint. 
SUPERVISED VISITATION: Visita�on or paren�ng �me between an adult and a child that happens in the presence of 
another adult. The court may order supervised visita�on when necessary to protect a child. 
SUPPORT ORDER: A court or administra�ve order for the support of a child, spouse or domes�c partner. A support 
order can include monetary support; health care; payment of debts; or repayment of court costs and atorney fees, 
interest, and penal�es; and other kinds of support. 

https://www.courts.oregon.gov/


TEMPORARY ORDER: A temporary order is any order made in a case before the final order or judgment is made. These 
are generally short-term decisions by the judge about child support, child custody, paren�ng �me, possession of the 
family home, atorney fees, spousal support or the payment of debts un�l a final court order can be issued. 
TEMPORARY PROTECTIVE ORDER OF RESTRAINT: This prejudgment order, some�mes called a status quo order, 
restrains the par�es from moving the child, interfering with the child’s usual schedule, and hiding the child. 
TESTIFY: To give evidence under oath as a witness in a court proceeding. 
TESTIMONY: Evidence presented orally by witnesses during trials, before grand juries, or during administra�ve 
proceedings. 
TRANSITION: The moving of a child from one place where they are taken care of to another place where they will be 
cared for, such as from one parent’s home to the other parent’s home. 
UCCJEA: Uniform Child Custody Jurisdic�on and Enforcement Act. This law establishes rules regarding which state’s 
court may make custody and paren�ng �me decisions for a par�cular child. 
UNCONTESTED DIVORCE: When a respondent agrees to or does not dispute any of the pe��oner’s requests in a 
divorce case, so there are no disputed issues for the court to decide. 
UNDER OATH: All witnesses must swear or affirm to tell the truth if they want their statements or tes�mony to be 
considered as evidence. These statements are considered to be “under oath”. 
VENUE: The proper county in which a case may be heard or tried. 
VERDICT: This is the formal finding or decision by a jury in a jury trial or by the judge if there is no jury. 
VISITATION: The �me that third par�es, o�en grandparents or stepparents, will spend with children. When the �me 
with children is for parents, it is called paren�ng �me. 
VOID: Having no legal force or effect. 
VOIR DIRE: From Old French, meaning “to speak the truth,” voir dire is the process of ques�oning prospec�ve jurors 
before a trial to select qualified jurors for the trial. 
WAGE ASSIGNMENT: A voluntary agreement by an employee to transfer (or assign) parts of future wage payments to 
pay a debt, like child support. 
WAGE ATTACHMENT: An involuntary transfer of a por�on of an employee's wage payment to repay a debt, like child 
support. 
WAGE WITHHOLDING: A legal procedure that allows deduc�ons to be made from wages or income on a regular 
schedule. The deduc�ons are used to pay a debt, like child support. Wage withholding o�en is incorporated into a 
child support order. It can be voluntary or involuntary. Also known as "income withholding." 
WAIVER: The inten�onal and voluntary relinquishment of a known legal right. 
WITNESS: Person who gives tes�mony under oath or affirma�on regarding what he/she saw or heard. 
WITNESS LIST: The list of people a party intends to call as witnesses during a trial or hearing. 
WRIT OF ASSISTANCE: An order of the court that directs law enforcement to help recover custody of a child from a 
person who does not have legal custody. 
 
 
  
 
 


	TOC
	001.Introduction.2-22-2024
	002.Forensic.Core.Principles.3-7-2024 copy
	003.SIM copy
	004.Forensic.Advocacy copy
	005.Aid&Assist copy
	006.PSRB copy
	007.Child.Welfare copy
	009.Bibliography.11-10-2023
	010.Appendix-Court Vocabulary

