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The	
  Injured	
  Worker	
  
Increasing	
  Access	
  to	
  Medical	
  Treatment	
  

Problems:	
  
•   Medical	
  physicians	
  unwilling	
  to	
  manage	
  injured	
  workers	
  
•   Medical	
  management	
  no	
  hands	
  on,	
  drugs	
  and	
  PT	
  
•   Reduced	
  access	
  to	
  spinal	
  manipulaHon	
  the	
  single	
  best	
  
treatment	
  	
  modality	
  

•   Injured	
  workers	
  being	
  forced	
  away	
  from	
  their	
  trusted	
  	
  
health	
  care	
  provider	
  

•   Injured	
  workers	
  having	
  to	
  travel	
  long	
  distances.	
  



SAIF	
  Study	
  #CZP012-­‐B,	
  1988	
  
Why	
  the	
  Current	
  Restric?ons	
  are	
  Cos?ng	
  the	
  System	
  Money	
  Not	
  Saving.	
  

Medical	
  Doctor	
  Case	
  	
  
Average	
  $250	
  
Physical	
  Therapy	
  	
  $550 	
  	
  
Drugs 	
   	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  $200	
  
Radiologists 	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  $200	
  
True	
  Total	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  $1,200	
  

ChiropracHc	
  Doctor	
  Case	
  
Average	
  $700	
  
Physical	
  Therapy	
  	
  	
  Included	
  	
  
Drugs 	
   	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  None	
  
Radiologists 	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  Included	
  
True	
  Totals	
   	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  $700	
  



Disabling	
  Low	
  Back	
  Oregon	
  Workers’	
  Compensa?on	
  Claims.	
  	
  
Part	
  II:	
  Time	
  Loss	
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  May,	
  1991	
  

2	
  

	
  2.	
  	
  	
  	
  ChiropracHc	
  PaHents	
  Had	
  a	
  	
  
	
  Higher	
  Frequency	
  of	
  Return	
  	
  	
  
	
  to	
  Work	
  within	
  1	
  wk	
  or	
  Less	
  	
  	
  	
  
	
  of	
  	
  Time	
  Loss.	
  3	
  

3.	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  Chronic	
  Low	
  Back	
  Cases:	
  	
  	
  
	
  34.5	
  Days	
  vs	
  9	
  Days	
  	
  
	
  with	
  	
  ChiropracHc	
  	
  
	
  Management.	
  

	
  1.	
  	
  	
  	
  Average	
  Time	
  Loss	
  for	
  	
  
	
  ChiropracHc	
  Management	
  	
  9	
  	
  
	
  Days	
  vs	
  Medical	
  11.5	
  Days.	
  

1	
  









ProspecHve	
  randomized	
  cost	
  and	
  outcomes	
  
comparison	
  study	
  comparing	
  
chiropracHc,	
  to	
  standard	
  medical	
  care	
  of	
  
injured	
  workers.	
  

Oregon	
  InsHtute	
  of	
  OccupaHonal	
  Health	
  
Sciences,	
  performs	
  study	
  funds	
  
conHnuously	
  appropriated	
  from	
  the	
  
state.	
  

Sugges?ons?	
  


