
House Bill 3490 “Balance & Fairness”

• About Oregonians Injured at Work Gaining, Timely, Respectful, and 
Effective Management of Their Injuries.

• Objectively Documenting any Permanent Injury/Permanent 
Impairment of the Worker if Present.

• Chiropractors are One of the Best Trained Healthcare Providers to 
Examine for and Objectively Document Permanent Spinal 
Impairment. 



House Bill 3490 “Balance & Fairness”

• Due to the Current Arbitrary Restrictions on Chiropractors are 
Prevented From Providing a Closing Examination and Document any 
Permanent Spinal Impairment if Present.

• Independent Medical Examiners (IMEs) Vendors Perform the 
Majority if Not All Closing Examinations.

• Due to Continual Complaints, DCBS IME Study (2004) 52% of the 
IME Doctors Said the System Was Anti-worker.



Current Chiropractic Restrictions
“Balance & Fairness”

18 Treatments or 60 Days, Serve as Attending Physicians

Manage Care Organizations (MCO) 12 Treatments or 18

Chiropractors Can Gain More Treatments via a Referral Back by 
an MD/DO 

However, Very Few MD/DOs Will Even See Work Comp Patients 









Chiropractic Care – Cost Savings – Evidence
“Affordability”

Cost-Effectiveness of Chiropractic Care
November 2022

Anthony L. Rosner, Ph.D.
University Western States, Portland Oregon



Physician Service Categories
“Balance and Fairness”

2023

Physician Service Categories

Service Category Service Count Total Payments % Count % Payments

Physical Medicine & Rehab 691,654 $       65,325,660 54.0% 36.6%

Evaluation & Management 300,921 $       65,938,226 23.5% 36.9%

Radiology 89,538 $       13,129,281 7.0% 7.4%

Major Surgery 12,959 $       14,654,291 1.0% 8.2%

Medicine 96,174 $         9,235,826 7.5% 5.2%

Minor Surgery 26,786 $         6,391,279 2.1% 3.6%

Chiropractic 48,232 $         3,145,838 3.8% 1.8%

Lab & Pathology 14,249 $            707,845 1.1% 0.4%

Not Otherwise Classified 962 $              70,688 0.1% 0.0%

Total 1,280,513 $       178,598,933 100.0% 100.0%



The Negative Reputation of Chiropractors Relative to Oregon’s 
Workers’ Compensation System – Where Did it Come From?

“Balance and Fairness”

SAIF Corp In-House Statistical Review Report
# CZP012-B, 1988

Medical Doctor Case
Average $256

Physical Therapy $550

Drugs $200

Radiologists $200

True Total $1,206

Chiropractic Doctor Case
Average $706

Physical Therapy Included

Drugs None

Radiologists Included

True Totals $706



SAIF Claims $50 Million Losses in 1988 & $10.3 
Million in 1989



SAIF, Understated 1989 Earnings by $25 
Million to $35 Million 





“Racketeering” From Cornell Law School

“Balance and Fairness”

• Racketeering is a set of illegal activities aimed at commercial 
profit that may be disguised as legitimate business 
deals. Racketeering is defined by a coordinated effort by multiple 
people to repeatedly earn a profit. Typically, 
by fraud , extortion , bribery , threats, violence, or other illegal 
means. (See 18 U.S.C. § 1961 )

• The Racketeer Influenced and Corrupt Organization Act (RICO) is
the primary law that outlines and criminalizes racketeering 
activities.

• Examples of racketeering activity may include: money 
laundering , drug trafficking , or other forms of organized crime.

https://www.law.cornell.edu/wex/illegal
https://www.law.cornell.edu/wex/fraud
https://www.law.cornell.edu/wex/extortion
https://www.law.cornell.edu/wex/bribery
https://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/text/18/1961
https://www.law.cornell.edu/wex/racketeer_influenced_and_corrupt_organizations_act_(rico)
https://www.law.cornell.edu/wex/money_laundering
https://www.law.cornell.edu/wex/money_laundering
https://www.law.cornell.edu/wex/drug_trafficking




824 – 844 Practicing Chiropractors in 1988-1989
“Balance and Fairness”





Division 15
CONSUMER PROTECTION
811-015-0010
Clinical Justification
(4) Chiropractic physicians shall treat their patients as 
often as necessary to insure favorable progress. 
Evidence based outcomes management shall 
determine whether the frequency and duration of 
curative chiropractic treatment is, has been, or 
continues to be necessary. Outcomes management 
shall include both subjective or patient-driven information 
as well as objective provider-driven information. 

In addition, treatment of neuro-musculoskeletal 
conditions outside of the Oregon Practices and 
Utilization Guidelines — NMS Volume I, Chapter 5, 
may be considered contrary to accepted standards. 
Chiropractic physicians treating outside of the Practices 
and Utilization Guidelines — NMS Volume I, Chapter 5, 
bear the burden of proof to show that the treatment, or 
lack thereof, is clinically justified.

https://secure.sos.state.or.us/oard/displayDivisionRules.action?selectedDivision=3581
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