
2026 Legislative Overview



The legislative body

Oregon has a bicameral legislature

• 60 members of the House of Representatives, elected 
every two years.

• 30 members of the Senate, elected every four years.

• The speaker of the House and the president of the 
Senate preside over daily session, assign members, and 
appoint chairpersons and vice-chairpersons to standing 
committees. 



2026 legislative process – short session

• 2026 session starts on Monday, Feb. 2

• First chamber deadline is Monday, Feb. 16

• Second chamber deadline is Thursday, Feb. 26

• Shorter session means faster timelines, not as many bills



2026 legislative process

Bills drop early January

• Read and review all bills 

• Prioritize and assign bills

• Prepare for committee hearings



2026 legislative process

Committees start meeting

• Speaker and president assign bills to committee for 
hearing

• Some bills can be controversial 

• Bills receive a public hearing and work session

• Committees move the bill along in the process



2026 legislative process

If the bill is voted out of committee, next steps:

• Move to another committee, or 

• Move to the floor for a vote, and

• Move to the other chamber to start the process again.



2026 legislative session

MLAC’s role in the legislative process

• Review legislation relating to workers’ compensation

• Ask for additional clarification of the proposed legislation

• Make recommendations related to the legislation

MLAC can support, oppose, table a bill, or send to 
subcommittee. Once the MLAC vote is complete, MLAC can 
send a letter to the committee. 



2026 legislative session calendar 
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2026 legislative session
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