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Dear Members of the Oregon Management-Labor Advisory Committee, 

Thank you for the opportunity to provide public comment. My name is Dr. Matthew Tompkins, and I am a licensed 

chiropractic physician practicing in Oregon. 

I am writing to formally express my opposition to LC-241, Section 49, which proposes granting physician assistants and 

nurse practitioners full attending “physician status.” 

Physician assistants and nurse practitioners play an important role within the healthcare system; however, they do not receive 

physician-level education or clinical training, nor do they practice at the same scope or depth as physicians. Their treatment 

model is, with limited exceptions, primarily pharmaceutical in nature and does not include hands-on, restorative care. As a 

result, patients are often routed toward prescriptions, imaging, or surgery rather than functional recovery. 

By contrast, chiropractic physicians are explicitly defined in Oregon law as portal-of-entry, primary care physicians. Doctors 

of Chiropractic receive extensive physician-level training in diagnosis, imaging interpretation, and evidence-based, non-

pharmacologic treatment. Our clinics deliver comprehensive conservative care—including spinal manipulation, mobilization, 

soft tissue therapies, and physiotherapeutic modalities—without reliance on opioids or other high-risk medications. We 

function as true one-stop providers for musculoskeletal conditions. 

This distinction is not theoretical—it is well documented. Federal guidelines dating back to the 1994 Agency for Health Care 

Policy and Research study, and supported by subsequent research, demonstrate that chiropractic care both reduces pain and 

restores function, unlike medication-only approaches. More recent workers’ compensation research shows dramatically lower 

opioid use, fewer MRIs, lower surgery rates, reduced time-loss, and substantial cost savings when injured workers are 

managed by chiropractic physicians. 

Oregon continues to face an opioid and cost-containment challenge. Elevating non-physician prescribers to attending 

physician status does not address this problem and risks increasing dependency on medications and costly interventions. 

Strengthening access to proven, non-pharmacologic, physician-led care does. 

For these reasons, I respectfully urge the committee to oppose LC-241 Section 49. 

Thank you for your time and consideration. 

Respectfully, 

 

 

Dr. Matthew Tompkins, DC 

Licensed Chiropractic Physician 

Oregon 
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