
Refugee Child Welfare Advisory Committee 
Lutheran Community Services Northwest 

605 SE Cesar E. Chavez Blvd 
Portland, OR 97214 

 
April 6, 2011 
1:30 to 4:30 

 

Present:    Oscar Herrera, Tami Kane, Neeru Kanal, Mechelle Bell, 
Danita Huynh, Halima Mohamed, Lily Caceras, Vesna Vila and Salah 
Ansary 

 
Absent:      

Crystal Riley, Cecilia Baricevic, Stacey Ayers, Jeremy Devros 
 
Introductions:  

The meeting began with introductions.   
 
New member:  

Danita Huynh gave the group an overview of her work at IRCO & 
with Early Childhood programs and her experience with Asian, 
African & Bosnian children & with Healthy Start.  Danita reported 
there are been 3 Burmese cases since December.  
 
Chair Duties:  

Salah addressed his chair duties and committed to be present at all 
meetings.  He will notify the committee if he needs a back-up in his 
absence.  Oscar added the importance of the chair position in the 
committee when making recommendations and decisions.  
 
Daniel Armine: 

In a Unanimous decision the committee recommended that Daniel 
Armine remain as a committee member representing the Refugee 
Community.  This recommendation will be taken to the Manager, 
Gloria Anderson to forward to the Director’s Office for proper 
appointment.  
 
 



Woodburn SS:  

Oscar gave the committee an update on the Somali Families that have 
recently moved to Woodburn area.  SSP is addressing the needs of 
these families. He also reported families have been relocated to 
Stayton, Turner, Jefferson and McMinnville.  
  
Recruitment for new members:  

Salah discussed recruiting for new members.  Oscar explained the 
process for potential members to join. If any members have anyone in 
mind, send a request to Gloria Anderson for consideration.   

 
Bylaws: 

There were questions regarding terms (duration) & membership of 
committee members. Mechelle will check her files for applications or 
memberships.  It was recommended that the committee increase to 14 
and this does not include DHS staff.  Neeru & Halima recommended 
this should include members of specific refugee communities.  Salah 
recommended we table these issues until the bylaws are re-vised or 
finalized.  
 
Case Staffings:  
No Case staffings.  
 
Additional item:  
Salah distributed information about a website describing training in 
OHIO being provided to CW Programs.  
 
Round table:  
Next quarterly meeting scheduled:  July 6, 2011.   
 
 


