Department of Human Services

Refugee Child Welfare Advisory Committee

Lutheran Community Services Northwest
605 S.E. Cesar E. Chavez Blvd.

Meeting Summary

January 5, 2011
1:30-5:00 PM

Portland, OR 97214

Catholic Charities

Attendees
Oscar Herrera, DHS Lily Caceres, OYA Vesna Vila, EMO/SOAR Daniel Amine, IRCO
Cecilia Baricevic, Tami Kane, DHS, CPS Halima Mohamed, Crystal Riley, OHSU

Somali MH Counselor
OHSU

J. D. Devros, DHS Daniel Amine, IRCO

Guests

Agenda Item

Presenter(s)

Welcome and introductions

Mr. Herrera asked if there were additional
agenda items for the meeting.

There were no minutes from the last Advisory
Committee meeting as the entire meeting was
used for case staffings.

Oscar Herrera

CPS Employee Training

needs exist to plan training this year.

assistance of IRCO/Africa House.

It was mentioned that the use of video conferencing will help increase the number of participants
in the CPS Employee Training. Employees who participate in the training will learn how to handle
cases involving refugee families. This will be discussed with CPS Manager to assess where the

Neeru Kanal who is out on vacation and at the request of the Woodburn Self Sufficiency Office will
coordinate a presentation/orientation on working with Somali families. She will be requesting the

Request to accept new member, Danyta Huynh
(working with Healthy Start under the umbrella of
IRCO)




Members discussed Danyta Huynh’s request to join the Refugee Child Welfare Advisory
Committee. Per the Advisory Committee By Laws, the request should be in writing and
approved by the head of DHS.

Action: Oscar will follow-up on the request with Ms. Huynh.

Chair and Co-chair of Committee

Mr. Salah Ansary., RCWAC Chair, has not participated in Advisory Committee meetings.

A Co-chair for the Committee was discussed. Members suggested that a DHS employee would
be ideal for this position.

Action: Oscar will follow-up with Mr. Ansary to see if he is able to attend future meetings and
Chair the Committee.

Monthly schedule staffing

The fourth Wednesday of each month, 1:30 p.m., is scheduled for a standing case staffing
meeting. If there are no cases two days before the meeting, an e-mail cancellation notice with
be sent.

Other

Two case staffings were discussed:
1) a Vietnamese family, and

2) a Somali family.

Next Meeting: Wednesday, April 6, 1:30 — 5:00 p.m., Lutheran Community Services NW

Future Topics/Notes:

Contact Information:
Oscar Herrera, CAF International Case Consultant Mechelle Bell, Administrative Specialist
503-945-6739 / oscar.herrera@sate.or.us 503-945-6648 / mechelle.bell@state.or.us




