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June 10, 2015 

 

Ben Cannon, Executive Director 

Tim Nesbit, Chair 

Higher Education Coordinating Commission 

 

Dear Director Cannon and Chair Nesbit: 

 

The University of Oregon has followed with interest the development of the Willamette Promise initiative, 

and we are well aware of the conflicting opinions among Oregon’s universities and community colleges 

regarding the structure and merits of this accelerated credit program. Broadly interpreted, these concerns 

appear to center on the credentials of high school teachers and on the assessment of attainment of college-

level proficiency. 

 

Stepping back from these concerns, we feel the key question is whether students participating in and 

receiving college credit from this program will be prepared for successful continuation of studies at the 

college level. The Willamette Promise pilot is obviously at too early a stage of development for such 

information to be available. However, the Eastern Promise program has been active for several years now 

and can serve as a data source for addressing this question. 

 

Eastern Promise has established important metrics, including an 81% transition rate from high school to 

college for Promise students. Unfortunately, follow-on college progress of Eastern Promise students has 

not been tracked. We urge the establishment of simple and expedient measures of college progress as key 

confidence indicators for the Promise programs – for example, analysis of student grades in college 

courses immediately following courses for which Promise credit was awarded (e.g., grades in Spanish 102 

for students awarded credit for Spanish 101). Timely collection of this information would do much to 

alleviate – or to support – concerns about the Willamette Promise initiative. 

 

Absent this information, we would not support significant growth of the Willamette Promise pilot, but 

neither would we suggest that it be put on hold, since it can and should serve as a valuable source of the 

very information needed (complemented of course by analysis of Eastern Promise student success). 

Persuaded by the promising impacts of Eastern Promise and by the thoughtful approaches to assessment of 

college-level proficiency espoused by Willamette Promise, we support continuation of the Willamette 

Promise pilot and, though not specifically asked, continuation of Eastern Promise, with the understanding 

that student success data will be collected and critically interpreted as rapidly as possible. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 
 

Kenneth M. Doxsee 

Vice Provost for Academic Affairs 

 


