
 

 

  
June 8, 2015 
 
Ben Cannon, Executive Director 
Tim Nesbit, Chair 
Higher Education Coordinating Commission 
 
Dear Director Cannon and Chair Nesbit, 
 
The Willamette Promise initiative has attracted considerable attention since its launch a year ago in 
response to a state call for proposals for innovative accelerated learning programming to support 
40:40:20 goals.  Likely, this attention is driven by an approach that many school district superintendents 
see as valuable and needed, but others see as disrupting the dual credit status quo.   
 
As provost of the university most directly tied to the Willamette Promise I firmly stand behind the 
Western Oregon University faculty (many who are senior, undergraduate-focused professors) who have 
committed their time to the development and on-going quality-assurance review of the academic 
integrity of the courses offered.  
 
During the past year, professional learning communities composed of college faculty from multiple 
institutions and high school teachers have developed learning outcomes standards based upon 
conventional college learning outcomes and/or from recommendations in national or state standards, 
such as those promoted by American Association for the Advancement of Science, American Chemical 
Society, IC3, National Communication Association, American Psychological Association, American 
Council of Teachers of Foreign Language, or Oregon Writing and English Advisory Committee and 
Writing Program Administrators.  University faculty, in consultation with high school teachers, have also 
developed assessment tools (e.g., tests, assignment prompts) and scoring rubrics that align with these 
college-level proficiencies. 
 
Significantly, in this model, students earn college credit after they demonstrate college-level proficiency 
in a subject area.  Student performance, not the credential of the high school teacher, is the key 
indicator of quality suitable for college credit.  Professional learning communities, led by college faculty 
and including all participating high school teachers, maintain the standards by reviewing a statistically-
relevant sample of student work.  In this way, the initiative ensures that high school teachers are always 
adhering to college-level standards when they recommend awarding college credit. 
 
Willamette Promise has endured a number of accusations that its design is of questionable academic 
value.  Simply stated, those of us involved in the Willamette Promise have developed the program in a 
multi-institutional collaborative environment, employing best practices that have been demonstrated 
across the nation.  Willamette Promise is willing to submit its pedagogical approaches, including 
evidence of the quality of student work elicited, to the HECC for scrutiny and to justify why these 
approaches are appropriate.  Indeed, we strongly suggest that such scrutiny be extended to all 
accelerated learning options for which the State entrusts the HECC to allocate scarce state dollars. 
 
Cordially, 

 
Stephen H Scheck 
Provost and Vice President for Academic Affairs  


