
 
 
  

Oregon Commission on Hispanic Affairs 
Oregon Advocacy Commissions Office 

“Advocating Equality and Diversity” 
3218 Pringle Road SE, #270 

 Salem OR 97302 

 503.378.2139 
Fax 503.373-1427 

  oaco.mail@das.state.or.us
 

 

MINUTES 
Oregon Commission on Hispanic Affairs 

Thursday, January 21, 2010 
9:00 AM – 5:00 PM 

Oregon State Capitol 
Capitol Treaty Room 167A 

900 Court Street NE, Salem, Oregon 
 
 

ATTENDEES 
Chair:   José Ibarra 
Vice Chair:   Raymond C. Caballero 
Commissioners:  Steve Bender, Gilbert Carrasco, Andrea Cano, Marcela Mendoza, David Molina, 

Dagoberto Morales   
Speakers:  Gustavo Balderas, Hon. Walt Blomberg, Senate President Peter Courtney,  

Lois Lindsay Davis, Saideh Haghighi, Hon. Rick Hensel, House Speaker Dave Hunt, Dr. 
Thomas Potiowsky, Danny Santos 

Guest(s):  Mario Casho (Latinos Unidos Siempre), Orlando Lopéz (Western Oregon Univ.), Will 
Norris (Governor’s Office), Norma Sanchez (Latinos Unidos Siempre) 

Teleconference: Charles Kamasaki, Clarissa Martinez, Senator Chip Shields 
 

I. Call to Order 
Chair Ibarra called the meeting to order at 9:05 AM.  
 

II. Welcome new Commissioners 
Chair Ibarra welcomed potential new commissioner Andrea Cano. She is still waiting for the final 
confirmation hearing, but is very excited about the opportunity to be part of OCHA. Below is Ms. 
Cano’s brief bio: 
 
A social justice advocate and communications specialist, Andrea Cano has served the people in this 
state as the director of the Oregon Farm Worker Ministry, administrator of a national media project 
to bring low power-FM radio stations to local communities, and as a consultant to multicultural, 
ecumenical, and interfaith organizations. She is also the Multnomah County appointee to the Mt. 
Hood Cable Regulatory Commission.  
 

III. Approval of July 16, 2009 and October 16, 2009 meeting minutes  
1) Corrections were made and minutes were approved unanimously.  
2) Corrected minutes will be posted on OCHA website.  
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IV. Reconsideration of quarterly meeting dates 
A discussion took place around changing the frequency, length, and days of commission meetings 
because of schedule conflicts. The new schedule until June 2010 is as follows: 
1) February 24, 2010 

a) Time:  12-4 p.m. 
b) Location: Portland (Commissioner Bender will reserve facility) 
c) Type: business meeting 

2) April 21, 2010 
a) Time: TBA 
b) Location: Salem Capitol, Tribal Treaty room 
c) Type: regular public meeting 

i. Officer elections will occur in April 
3) June 3, 2010 

a) Time: 11 a.m.-4 p.m. 
b) Location: Eugene (Commissioner Mendoza will reserve facility)  
c) Type: regular public meeting 
d) Future meetings will be scheduled for the calendar year (June to June) 

 
V. Executive Committee: monitoring/reporting, finance, internal review [Ibarra] 

Chair Ibarra reported that an OACO Administrator will not be hired at this time due to the budget. 
However, the Governor’s Office and Department of Administrative Services are working to bring on 
an Interim Administrator to assist OACO until a decision is made on whether or not to hire a 
permanent full time/part time administrator.  
 
Joy reported that she submitted the agency’s Key Performance Measure (KPM) at the end of 2009. 
This is the report legislators use to gauge the work of agencies. She consulted with the Governor’s 
Office, Legislative Fiscal Office (LFO), and Department of Administrative Services (DAS) on the 
report before submitting it. Due to the short turnaround in which the report was due (one week) and 
that there was no current data to report, the final product was not a good representation of what the 
commissions have accomplished. Joy is working with the commission chairs as well as the 
Governor’s Office, LFO, and DAS to begin collecting the necessary data and information now to 
effectively report during the next KPM cycle.  

 
VI. Development Committee: website report [Howard] 

The question was asked: Is there a critical mass of need for a Spanish OCHA website? 
After discussion, it was decided to work to have a Spanish website with basic OCHA information.  

 
VII. Dr. Thomas P.  Potiowsky, Oregon State Economist, Office of Economic Analysis 

PowerPoint - U.S. and Oregon Economic Review & Forecast 
 
The Office of Economic Analysis provides objective forecasts of the state’s economy, revenue, 
population, corrections population, and Youth Authority population. These forecasts are used 
to enable the governor, the legislature, state agencies, and the public to achieve their goals. 
 

VIII. Daniel Santos, Policy Advisor, Office of the Governor 
1) 2010 Legislative Session 

a) The session is scheduled to begin February 1 and last the whole month 
b) Next Tuesday’s (Feb. 26) passage or failure of measures 66 and 67 will make a large 

impact on structure of the session. If they both fail, it is much more likely the session will 
be budget focused. 
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c) Budget Issues: 
i. New revenues 
ii. Use of stability funds (education, etc.) 
iii. Use of agency reserve funds 
iv. Bonding (borrowing) will not be an option 
v. Cuts 

a) Legislators can propose agency cuts 
b) Governor has authority to implement across the board cuts (e.g., 8% cuts 

to all agencies) 
vi. General Fund group cuts 

a) Take proposed budget cuts 
b) Suspension of smaller agencies 

d) Recommendations to OACO: 
i. Be your on advocate 
ii. Connect with legislators, community organizations, and other sectors and tell 

them about the value of the commission and educate them on the importance of 
the commissions continuing to be funded. 

2) Administrator vacancy 
a) A 75% salary reduction was recommended in the OACO budget and a administrator will 

not be hired right now 
b) Daniel Rodriguez is scheduled to start part time next week as the OACO Interim 

Administrator 
3) Ethics – gifts 

a) Privately, commissioners are free to receive gifts. However, as a commissioner, you can 
receive no more than $50 (dollar value) in gifts a year 

4) SB 1035 
a) This bill will statutorily change expense process for agencies. It is not expected to go far, 

but Danny wanted to be sure the Commission is aware of it and to watch it this session. 
b) Summary of bill: Directs specified state agencies, boards and commissions to report to 

Legislative Assembly or Emergency Board on plan to abolish agency, board or 
commission or merge with another agency, board or commission. 

 
IX. Lois Lindsay Davis, Chief of Staff and Diversity Point-Person, Portland State University 

PowerPoint – Growth and Trends
 
The Office of Diversity and Equity promotes diversity and inclusion at Portland State University 
(PSU). They offer support, information, and advice to many PSU people word to make the campus a 
welcoming place for everyone. Portland State staff, faculty, and leadership on every level share a 
commitment to creating and maintaining a positive campus climate for diversity. 
 

X. Teleconference: National Council of La Raza (NCLR) 
Charles Kamasaki, Exec. Vice President, Office of Research, Advocacy, and Legislation and 
Clarissa Martinez, Director of Immigration and National Campaigns  
Topic: Status of immigration legislation and discussion on other issues important to the Latino 
community  
 
The current U.S. immigration system is in need of fundamental reform. NCLR supports 
comprehensive immigration reform that includes the following principles:  
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1) Restoring order by getting the 12 million undocumented people in our country to come forward, 
obtain legal status, learn English, and assume the rights and responsibilities of citizenship while 
creating smart enforcement policies that uphold national security and the Constitution 

2) Cracking down on unscrupulous employers whose practices undermine conditions for all 
workers 

3) Unclogging legal channels to reunite families and allow future workers to come in with the 
essential rights and protections that safeguard our workforce 

4) Enacting proactive measures to advance the successful integration of new immigrants into our 
communities 

In addition to Immigration, NCLR’s legislative agenda items include: 
1) Health Care Reform 

a. The current recommendation bars families from private health care options 
i. Create subsidies for immigrants 

2) Jobs 
a. There is a gap between Latinos and Whites 

i. Short term and long term agenda 
ii. Have a mechanism to create non-profit sector jobs 

3) Foreclosures 
a. Latinos are underrepresented in home ownership 

 
XI. Gustavo Balderas, Assistant Superintendent, Hillsboro School District  

PowerPoint – Meeting the Equity Challenge
 

The Hillsboro School District is the fourth-largest school district in the state of Oregon. They serve 
over 20,300 students who reside in the cities of Hillsboro, North Plains and parts of Cornelius, Aloha 
and Sherwood. In 2008-09, 88% of Hillsboro schools earned a Satisfactory or Outstanding rating on 
the Oregon State Report Card. The District is also seeing measurable results from its implementation 
of a Literacy Plan in 2008, with marked improvement in reading scores that in some cases 
approach 20 percent. 
 

XII. Walt Blomberg, Superintendent, Woodburn School District 
PowerPoint – What Do You Know About the Woodburn Schools?
 
Woodburn School District is a multicultural educational school system with a diverse population.  
Over fifty-percent of Woodburn residents are of Hispanic or Russian descent, and the Woodburn 
School District’s 5,000+ student body reflects that diversity. Signs of three cultures abound in food, 
language, religion, music and dress.  A primary thread of the school district's Mission and Strategic 
Plan is preparing students for a multi-lingual, multi-cultural world. 
 
 

XIII. Oregon Senate President Peter Courtney 
1) Legislative Sessions 

a) Oregon needs to have 135 day legislative sessions in odd number years. This has to be a 
ballot measure and voted on. There are only five other states that meet as little as Oregon.  

b) There is currently a ballot (SJR 41) to hold annual sessions which will hopefully be 
passes this session. 

2) Recommendations to OCHA 
a) Be repetitious and prioritize when presenting bills to legislators 
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XIV. Oregon House Speaker Dave Hunt 
1) Driver License issue – as it relates to public safety 

a) Representative Hunt agreed to co-sponsor legislation in this regard because the lack of 
ability to obtain licenses is a public safety issue. 

2) Tuition 
a) Fully supports tuition equity and believes Oregon should be investing more into 

education. 
 
 

XV. Teleconference: Senator Chip Shields  
Handouts: Racial Impact Statement , House Bill 2352
 
1) Legislative session 

a) HB 2353 (2009) 
i. Support for HB 2352 has been very strong so far (Oregonian and Registered 

Guard sponsored)  
ii. Would like to have support from OCHA, then prospects will be very good that it 

will pass if not in 2010 then 2011 
iii. Commissioner Caballero stated that if OCHA agrees to support, then they can talk 

to the joint commissions to get one formal letter of support 
iv. Summary of bill: 

a) Requires preparation of racial and ethnic impact statement when 
legislation or state measure may affect racial composition of criminal 
offender population and when State Board of Parole and Post-Prison 
Supervision considers rules pertaining to parole or post-prison 
supervision. Requires inclusion of statement in voters' pamphlet and on 
ballot. 

b) SB 1028 
i. This bill would require the Department of Corrections to assist in helping 

legislators count inmates in their home district instead of where they’re housed. 
Representation and support (money) is greater where prisons are located. 

ii. Summary of bill: 
a) Directs Department of Corrections to determine residency status of 

inmates in custody of department for purposes of legislative and 
congressional redistricting. Directs Legislative Assembly or Secretary of 
State, as applicable, to adjust United States Census Bureau data to reflect 
permanent residence status of inmates before beginning redistricting 
process. Directs Legislative Assembly or Secretary of State, for purposes 
of redistricting, to consider resident inmate at location of permanent 
residence and not at location of facility in which inmate is physically 
located. 

c) HB 3508 
i. Phased in implementation of property crime measure 
ii. Would like OCHA to be part of Promise of M57 initiative group who will be 

meeting throughout session  
iii. Summary of bill:  

a) Suspends certain provision of Ballot Measure 57 (2008) until January 1, 
2012. Provides that moneys not expended as result of suspension are 
dedicated to public safety purposes. Increases maximum reduction in term 
of incarceration for appropriate institutional behavior or participation in 
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adult basic skills development program for certain classes of inmates. 
Sunsets increase on July 1, 2013. 

 
 

2) VOTE: 
a) Support of HB 2352 

i. Commissioner Carrasco moved, Commissioner Molina seconded, approved 
unanimously  

ii. Resolution – support this bill and any bills related to it. Commissioner Carrasco 
will work with Senator Shields and draft resolution 

b) Support of SB 1028 
i. Commissioner Carrasco moved, Chair Ibarra seconded, approved unanimously 
ii. Resolution – Commissioners Carrasco and Caballero will draft resolution 

c) Support of 3508 (Promise of M57) 
i. No vote will be done until more information is gathered  
 

XVI. Reports, Resolutions (continued):  
1) Legislative agenda [Carrasco] 

a) In the process of redrafting SB 1080. Will email to commissioners upon completion. 
b) VOTE: 

i. Chair Ibarra moved to have Commissioner Carrasco present bill to legislators, 
Commissioner Morales seconded, approved unanimously.  

2) Annual Report [Mendoza] 
a) Commissioners are asked to send their reports to Commissioner Mendoza to be added to 

annual report 
3) Resolutions 

a) Commissioner Molina requested a resolution be drafted to support MEChA in their 
support of the Dream Act 

i. VOTE: 
a) Commissioner Molina motioned, Commissioner Mendoza seconded, 

approved unanimously 
 

XVII. Adjournment at 5:03 p.m. 
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