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MINUTES
Oregon Commission on Hispanic Affairs
February 16, 2011
9am—-1pm
Oregon State Capitol, House Conference Room 243
900 Court Street NE, Salem, Oregon

ATTENDEES

Chair: José Ibarra

Vice Chair: Andrea Cano

Commissioners: Steven Bender, Rep. Ben Cannon, Gilbert Carrasco, Marcela
Mendoza, Dagoberto Morales, Judith Parker

Absent: John Haroldson, Sen. Chip Shields

Speakers: Commissioner Brad Avakian (BOLI)

Guests: Saba Ahmed (ISGP), Emilio Hernandez (Univ. of Oregon), Kate
Newhall (BOLI), Adele O’Neal (Dept. Consumer & Business Serv.),
Miguel Salinas (Pioneros de Oregon), David Yandell (OR State
Police),

Staff: Lucy Baker and Joy Howard

I. Call to Order and Roll Call
Chair Ibarra called the meeting to order at 9:17am

Il.  Adoption of the Agenda
Motion (Carrasco/Mendoza) - to approve the agenda. Carried

I11. Legislative committee: Gilbert Carrasco
Commissioner Carrasco reported on the status of the driver’s license issue and other
legislative projects. The focus of the bill is to reestablish public safety, revise driver license
tests to better allow citizens to pass, and provide everyone the capability to become an
insured driver. This license is only for the purposes of driving, not as an ID or to buy guns
or liquor. The bill has already garnered a lot of support and hoping to obtain even more buy-
in from legislators and insurance agencies.

Comments:

e Chair Ibarra acknowledged the hard work associated with putting bill together and asked
commissioners to help garner support and momentum of bill. He also noted that there
will be a meeting next week and a group of community members will come together to
go over aspects of the bills.

e Commissioner Bender noted that Washington is one of the few states that offers
alternative licenses and they are being challenged

e Representative Cannon stated the most important thing would be for the public safety
committee to give a strong statement of support. Using connections to district attorneys,
law enforcement, etc. is absolutely important.
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V.

Recognition of newly appointed officials in Governor’s Office

e Cheryl Myers, Director of Economic and Business Equity — Ms. Myers recommended
working with AARP as a supporter of the driver license bill. She enjoyed meeting
everyone and looks forward to working with the commission.

e Frank Garcia, Director of Diversity & Inclusion — Mr. Garcia noted that civil rights and
Affirmative Action have molded diversity and inclusion that allows us to unite
ourselves. He is a product of affirmative action. Has taken on the challenge in his new
role of exploring how to implement Diversity and Inclusion and make Oregon thrive.

Chair Ibarra encouraged commissioners to bring Cheryl and Frank to the conversation as
they serve as liaisons in communities and thanked them for coming.

V. Approval of Minutes of Oct 2010 meeting
Motion: (Carrasco/Cano) - to approve minutes. Carried.
V1. US Hispanic Leadership Institute
Chair Ibarra, Commissioner Haroldson, and 20 students from various OR colleges and
universities will be attending the conference which will take place in Chicago. The USHLI
Conference mission is to train a broad cross section of Hispanic leaders by promoting
education, unity and leadership development and creating a servant leadership community.
Chair Ibarra asked for the commission to approve using OCHA General Funds to help with
some of the associated expenses of attending the conference (about $297).
e Motion: (Parker/Bender) to allocate $297 to Chair Ibarra for expenses toward
his trip to the USHLI conference. Carried.
VII. Setting meeting schedule for coming year
e April 20: 9am-1pm — Mr. Yandell will come and give update on Secure Communities
e June 29: 10am-2pm — Capitol
e August 13 or 27 — Chair Ibarra will talk to reps in The Dalles to see which date works
best for them
e Octand Dec — meeting dates will be decided at June meeting
e Potential meeting areas: Hermiston, Hood River, The Dalles, Medford, Boardman,
Woodburn
VIII. Report: Executive Committee. José Ibarra
e Meeting with hospital administration regarding the gentleman in the news who passed
out at hospital parking lot and was not attended to.
e Meeting with school superintendent of Portland Public Schools and Salem/Keizer
Superintendent Susan Castillo
e Working with key stakeholders to increase partnership with universities
e Met with Kendall Clawson the new Director of Executive Appointments. She’s working
to implement Governor’s new approach to appointing commissioners.
IX. Administrator’s Report: Financial & Staff Report

Budget: Have been working with the CPA at DAS to provide a first view of cash accounting
(deposit tracking). Putting together a virtual finance committee made up of commissioners
to work with CPA on what types of reports to receive.
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There will be an estimated $27,512 of untouched funds at end of biennium. Commission

Chairs approved earlier this year to allocate $2000 of those funds to each commission to use

toward things such as memberships, facilitation, etc. The remaining $19000 can be used

toward things such as:

e work study student — part time and will pay 30% of their salary

e interns — for credit master level students, we will have 4 master level study

e website development — have started pulling commissioners who are interested in website
updates and will solicit a bid to update websites (videos, documents, resources, etc.)

e annual memberships

SB97 — Office of Multi-Cultural Health (OMHS): The OMHS would like to get the support
from the commissions on their bill to implement culturally competent care.

e Motion: (Cano/Parker) — that OCHA supports SB97 on culturally competent care.
Carried.

X. Adding a 5" Commission on Refugee and Immigrant Affairs
Rep. Dembrow is a sponsor of this bill which would be potentially be placed under the
umbrella of the Oregon Advocacy Commissions. Creators of the bill will be talking with
commissions, specifically OCHA, to help craft what types of resources will be needed to
operate commission.
XI. Report on OCHA'’s 2009-2010 Annual Report
Vice Chair Cano noted that the latest version of edits was received last night. Once
finalized, a hard copies will go to the Governor and office, and will be sent electronically
everywhere else to save paper. It will also be posted on the OCHA website.
XI1. Advisory Committee
Commissioners discussed the need to form an advisory committee to help OCHA achieve its
missions and goals.
e Motion — (Mendoza/Cano) to form people to serve on an advisory committee and
allocate funds to do so. — Carried.
e Action: Commissioners Parker and Mendoza will work as co-chairs on proposal and
report back to commissioners.
XII1.  Miguel Salinas, Pioneros de Oregon

Mr. Salinas is a long-standing member of the Oregon communities.. He is a retired advocate
and offered to assist the commission as they outreach to cities and schools. He also offered
some feedback and encouragement to commissioners.

Observations/Recommendations:

e Add items at the bottom of the minutes that were recommended by meeting attendees
e Congratulated commissioners on the way they have solidified in recent years

e Atastate and local level there is little or no representation of non-whites

e Consider getting involved on the city level, school districts

Chair Ibarra invited Mr. Salinas to be a part of the community advisory committee. Mr.
Salinas said he would be happy to consider after receiving more information about
committee.



XIV. Commissioner Brad Avakian, Bureau of Labor and Industries
The mission of the Bureau of Labor and Industries is to protect employment rights, advance
employment opportunities, and protect access to housing and public accommodations free
from discrimination.

There are 3 bills that are being jointly sponsored by BOLI and OACO
e HB2861 — Equal Pay

e HB2862 — Interns and volunteers civil rights protections

e HB2863 — public accommodations (includes places like parks)

Other bills that BOLI has created include bouncing paychecks from employers and returning
shop class to middle and high schools. If you know people interested in testifying at
hearings, please send them to Kate Newhall, BOLI Legislative Coordinator.

Minimum Wages

There was a time when BOLI had the staff to go to the fields and demand documentation
from employers on wages and other information. Unfortunately, due to staff cuts BOLI can
no longer afford to do so.

My Civil Rights Story

There are a lot of stories coming in from around the state but have only received a couple of
stories from the Hispanic and Native American communities. If you know of people who
would make a great addition to this project, please send them Commissioner Avakian’s
contact information.

Questions/Comments

Q: How do u plan to fund shops in schools?

A: Schools could apply for fund. It would take approx 10 million to start up. Theoretically
would pull funds from agencies such as corrections, police, and other entities.

Q: How would public accommodation apply to schools?
A: Working through some issues in the schools such as the suspension and expulsion rates
among minority youth. There are currently 8 organized hate groups in Oregon.

Q: What would be the possibility of adding OACO under BOLI?

A: It is vital that the commissions exist. BOLI’s doors are open to you if you need to come.
It’s a unique situation because commissioners are Governor appointed and they are a higher
office. There is now a new Governor and he is building a new partnership with the
Commissions. If doesn’t work out, then BOLI would welcome OACO in.

XV. Emilio Hernandez — University of Oregon
U of O is currently recruiting for a position and when they get down to the last 3 candidates,
they would like the commissions to meet them (maybe have them come to a joint
commission meeting). Lucy asked that a small orientation be given to commissioners who
will participate in interview process on protocols



Next steps
Interviews done in early summer. Mr. Hernandez will work with Chair Ibarra and
Commissioner Bender on logistics.

Action: Commissioner Bender offered to reserve a space at White Stag building and will
notify commissioners when everything is confirmed.

XVI. Adjournment at 1:22 p.m.



