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MINUTES 

Oregon Commission on Hispanic Affairs 
August 31, 3:00pm – 5:00pm 
Capitol Building, Room 167A 

900 Court St. NE 
Salem, OR 97301 

 
 
ATTENDANCE: 
Chair:   Alberto Moreno 
Vice Chair:  John Haroldson 
Commissioners: Andrea Cano, Gil Carrasco, Cynthia Gomez (phone), Judy Parker (phone) 
Absent:  Diego Hernandez 
Guests: Chloe Becker, Legislative Aide for Representative Vega Pederson; 

Amanda Hess, Policy Advisor for Senator Shields. 
Staff:    Lucy Baker, Nancy Kramer  
 
I. Call meeting to order and roll call.   
The meeting was called to order at 3:00 pm. Roll call was taken. A quorum was established at 
3:10 pm.  Vice Chair Haroldson led the meeting. 
 
II. Adoption of the Agenda 
MOTION (Parker/Cano): Adopt agenda as written. CARRIED. 
 
MOTION (Cano/Parker): To accept the June 2015 minutes as written. CARRIED.  

  
IV. Public Comment 
There was no public comment. 
 
V. New Business 

A.  Hispanic Heritage Month Celebration: 
The Commission took a moment to consider the Hispanic Heritage Month Proclamation 
signing on September 28th with the Governor.   Discussion followed with Chair Moreno:  He 
suggested this time to invite the Honorary Guatemalan Consul Marta Guembes, along with 
the Mexican Consulate Armando Ortiz, Rep. Joe Gallegos, Rep Vega Pederson, and Chair 
Moreno to speak and introduce the Governor on that day.   Adding the Senate President as 
well and the House Speaker to the invitation would be great.   Chair Moreno will send a 
personal invitation to the Speaker to thank her for being a champion and invite her to speak.  
Commissioner Gomez asked if she might bring 8-12 students?  Yes, please do and come 
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early enough to get a great position in the room because it gets crowded.  There was also 
interest in inviting the Governor’s Sr. Staff to give an update following the signing in the 
Governor’s conference room.  Other invitations:  Justice Paul DeMuniz, Maria Theresa 
Chavez-Haroldson, and Anthony Veliz.  Commissioners asked if UnaVision might cover the 
event? 
 

B.  Executive Summary on youth and tobacco use: Nafisa Fai, Upstream Health 
The Commission welcomed Ms. Fai who reported on youth tobacco smoking and Upstream 
Health’s study of youth cigarette smoking.  This includes Latino youth of whom 24% smoke.   
The tobacco industry targets specific products to youth of color that look like candies or 
other colorful products and unlike cigarettes that must be sold in packs, sells these colorful 
products for low prices individually.  In Oregon, there are a number of small shops and 
vendors that are part of communities of color that sell these products to their local youth as 
an important way to bring customers into their stores.   The vendors themselves may not 
know the laws associated with selling tobacco to minors.  
 
The health issues associated with these products and lack of regulation are a serious issue for 
children of color.   This is especially true with vapor cigarettes that have no restrictions for 
sale to children.   It is hard to know how much nicotine and formaldehyde the various vapor 
cigarettes have.   The candy flavored liquids that go into vapor cigarettes are available to 
children as young as 4 years old.  Nafisa provided examples of these products for the 
Commissioners to see and examine. 
 
To help address these issues in culturally specific ways, Upstream Health has developed 
several policy recommendations for the Multnomah County/Portland Commissioners.   In 
November, the OHEA group will ask for retailer training and strong enforcement.   They are 
also asking that owners of stores be held accountable, not the clerks who are currently the 
target of jailing and penalty for selling these products and which is complicated by profiling 
overtones.    There is also a recommendation on pricing of cigarettes of small shops and 
requiring selling in packs more like cigarettes.  Along with potentially recommending 
banning vendors within a 1000 feet of schools, they may request banning sales to age 21 and 
older.    
 
They will recommend these policies to Portland City Council in October or November and at 
that time will ask the OAC’s to provide a letter of support. 
 
OHEA is also considering an e-cigarette bill to require licensing to sell such products.   
Discussion followed. 
 
The Commission thanked Nafisa for her excellent presentation. 

 
C. Task Force on Immigration Consultant Fraud (HB 3525) 

 
Commissioner Parker discussed the history of her work with OCHA to address notario fraud 
focusing on her work with Representative Vega Pederson on HB 3525.   The bill established 
the Task Force which is now meeting.  It includes Commissioners from the OAC’s (Judy 
Parker, Chanpone Sinlapasai and DA Haroldson), the SOS office, DOJ, Rep. Jessica VP and 
Sen. Gelser who Co-Chair the Task Force, and others.  The TF will meet twice again in the 
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coming weeks.   Commissioner Parker covered a number of key points and documents that 
are being considered by the task force on aspects of notario fraud.   
 

D. Report from the Governor’s Office (invited) – The Governor’s staff were unable to attend. 
 
E. EJTF report on progress with state translation services 
 

 Commissioner Gomez reported on the work she has been doing on behalf of OCHA to 
develop a statewide minimum threshold that state agencies must meet to provide translation 
services for key documents.   Gabriela Goldfarb who serves as the staff to the EJTF has now 
connected with state agencies regarding a new set of contracts being let for translation 
services.   At a future meeting, the OCHA or the joint OAC’s could invite Gabriela to 
present as they develop a stakeholder group to guide the new contacting process.   Cynthia 
asked the OCHA to consider who might serve on the stakeholder group that will be invited 
to participate.  Contact her with ideas.   
 
Discussion followed that included interest by Commissioner Cano in research that the state is 
doing on the intersection of translation and cultural competency.   Chair Moreno noted that 
David Cardona and Carol Cheney in OHA’s Office of Diversity and Inclusion have worked 
hard to develop OHA’s translation services.   He asked Commissioner Gomez to connect 
them with Gabriela and the medical interpreter commission.   They have done excellent work 
on the level of competence which Andrea Cano described. 
 

F. Recruiting to fill open and expired OCHA positions  
There are 2 open positions currently on OCHA and the next round of applicants need to be 
considered by the Executive Appointments Office by September 28th.   Each round of 
appointments is about 2 – 3 months apart.  Commissioner Carrasco has also now completed 
two full 3-year terms of service which the Executive Appointments Office considers to be 
non-renewable.   Such Commission or Board members may continue to serve until replaced.   
Commissioner Carrasco suggested a former student, Marisa Mandujano, a state employee 
working in civil rights as a candidate for OCHA. 

 
The Chair requested all Commissioners to think about potential Commissioners and 
encourage them to apply.   There is a community member in Hermiston who may be 
interested in applying and there is an application recently received by OCHA.   Chair 
Moreno wishes to fill the OCHA Commission openings with a good balance of gender and 
geographic diversity.    

 
G. Planning the Joint meeting of the OAC’s and Commissioner training in October 

 
Lucy noted that last summer the statutory joint meeting of the OAC’s was a success and 
included training in the morning with the Governor’s and SOS staff and a meeting of the 
Commissions in the afternoon.  Should the OAC’s consider a similar format this year, 
possibly in October?   Commissioner Parker represented OCHA at last year’s meeting and 
was impressed with both the training quality and the meeting content.   She remembered 
Dmitri Palmateer’s presentation in particular.  He is the Legislative Director for the Governor 
and has offered to train again this year along with Sen. Dembrow (OCAPIA) on how to be 
effective legislative advocates during interim.   The Commissioners agreed to move ahead 
with an October joint OAC meeting and training and will respond to Lucy’s coordinating e-
mail next week to pick a date. 
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H. Commissioner Reports 

Vice Chair Haroldson will be presenting at a number of international conferences in the fall. 
This summer, he has spoken to 2 large youth groups at international 4H camp and has been 
invited to serve on notario fraud legislative task force and the profiling legislative task force. 
 
Chair Moreno reported that the 2015 legislative session had a number of important 
successes including adding $10 million for child health coverage through the Cover All 
Kids campaign.    He looks forward to a future session to continue the legislative work with 
OCHA and community partners. 
 
Commissioner Carrasco reported that he will work on finding a suitable person as he 
transitions from OCHA now that his terms are completed.   Alberto thanked him for his 
many contributions and long service on OCHA. 
 
Commissioner Cano reported in mid-September, she will begin service as the Chaplain of 
the Hood River Hospital.  She is working with Chaplains nationally on the cost of health 
care and palliative care.  She is meeting with David Brackett the head of the Oregon Health 
Care Interpreters to discuss several issues. 
 
Commissioner Parker reported that she has been appointed to the legislative task force on 
Notario Fraud and is following up with ODOT on addressing the results of their disparity 
study for contracting for Hispanic contractors.   She has been working hard to get Hispanic 
contractors considered as minority contractors by ODOT.   She is organizing a mixer for the 
Hispanic Bar Association, and joining the Judicial Fitness Commission.   Judy also shared 
that she is marrying in January!  Watch for invitations.  Everyone expressed their delight 
and best wishes. 
 
Commissioner Gomez reported that she has been partnering with Jessica Rodriguez-
Montegna to consider issues of mutual interest.   Jessica is also Vice Chair of the OCFW 
and a researcher at PSU’s Oregon Consensus.   Cynthia will be joining the board of the 
OLAA this fall and will also become a participant in Class 4 of the Unidos leadership 
program.   A number of their graduates may be great OCHA members.   She has been 
nominated for the Governor’s gold award for civic engagement.  Everyone congratulated her 
on this well-deserved honor! 
  
Amanda Hess reported for Sen. Shields on his work supporting funding for the Family 
Preservation Program and other key issues.  Chair Moreno noted that the Senator was 
instrumental during session in connecting OCHA with a number of legislators championing 
welcome additions of certification processes in Spanish and also field tests in lieu of paper 
tests in order to become a licensed landscaper.  Alberto provided testimony on the 
importance of this to Hispanic and Indigenous Oregonians and the bill ultimately passed.  
Without Sen. Shields’ and Amanda’s outreach to make that connection it would not have 
happened and the bill might have died.  Amanda thanked Alberto for his great support on 
that issue and noted that Senator Shields is looking for the 2 bills he will propose in Short 
Session, encouraging OCHA to share ideas. 
 
Chloe Becker reported for Rep. Vega Pederson on her Co-Chairing the Notario Fraud Task 
Force.   They also are working to determine their 2 bills for the 2016 session. 
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VII. Administrator’s Report 
A. Lucy Baker reported on a shortfall in the OACO budget that could have short and long 

term impacts on the OAC’s over the next 2 years.  She has prepared an analysis of the 
shortfall itself and the potential impacts for the Chairs and Vice Chairs.  Chair Moreno 
thanked Lucy for her good work on that analysis and requested that she share it with the 
OCHA Commissioners.   She will do so ASAP. 

 
VIII. For the Good of the Order - Next OCHA meeting is in October. No date set yet. 
  
IX. Adjourn - The meeting was adjourned at 5pm. 


