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MINUTES
Oregon Commission on Hispanic Affairs
Regular Meeting
Tuesday, April 30, 2013

5:30PM - 6:30PM

Leftbank Building
Room 215

240 N. Broadway, Portland OR 97227

Attendance:
Chair: Andrea Cano
Vice Chair: Absent
Commissioners: Cynthia Gomez, John Haroldson (phone), Lupita Maurer (phone),
Alberto Moreno, Judy Parker
Guests: Clifford Walker, Judi Martin
Staff: Lucy Baker, Administrator; Nancy Kramer, Executive Asst.

. Call meeting to order at 5:36pm
1. Roll Call — Quorum was established.
I1l.  Adoption of the Agenda

Commissioner Parker asked that the status of the Annual Report be added to the agenda.
MOTION (Parker/Gomez): Accept agenda as amended. CARRIED

IV.  Approval of Minutes and Notes

A. Approval of May 21, 2012 Minutes
MOTION (Parker/Gomez): Accept Minutes as written. CARRIED

B. Approval of Notes from September 13, 2012
It was requested that the OCHA letterhead be used for the notes.
MOTION (Haroldson/Parker): To accept Notes as written and on OCHA letterhead.
CARRIED

C. Approval of Notes from March 2, 2013
Chair Cano has organizations to add, pg 2, Chair Report, listing all site visits and
organizations Chair met with prior to meeting.
By common consent the approval of the March 2"? meeting notes was tabled until the
next reqular OCHA meeting.
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VI.

VII.

Public Comment

Clifford Walker addressed the Commission. He asked — what is OCHA’s expectation of
communications coming to the Chair?

A brief discussion followed and Commissioner Haroldson requested a written statement
of Mr. Walker’s concerns.

Officer Nominations

Chair Cano discussed the duties of the Officers of OCHA and specifically the work of the
Chair which includes meetings with the joint leadership of the Advocacy Commissions,
membership and meeting attendance with the Governor’s Diversity Kitchen Cabinet, and
providing Commission testimony during session. These activities, along with preparation
for regular Commission meetings with staff, can require 5 to 20 hours/week of the Chair,
especially during legislative session. She noted that she will not continue as OCHA
Chair but will remain a dedicated Commissioner and honored to do so.

Nominations for Chair

Chair Cano opened nominations from the floor for OCHA Chair:

Commissioner Haroldson nominated Alberto Moreno as Chair.

Commissioner Maurer nominated Gil Carrasco as Chair.

There being no further nominations from the floor, the nominations were closed for the
Chair position.

Nominations for Vice Chair

Chair Cano opened nominations from the floor for Vice Chair:

Commissioner Parker nominated Gil Carrasco as Vice Chair

Commissioner Maurer nominated John Haroldson as Vice Chair

There being no further nominations from the floor for the Vice Chair, nominations were
closed.

All nominees will be consulted whether they accept their nomination before the next
regular meeting of the OCHA in June when elections will be held.

Commissioner Haroldson led the Commission in applauding Chair Cano for her excellent
service and leadership. Thank you, Andreal

Chair’s Report and Commissioner Reports

Chair Cano:
Short term driver’s license: SB 833
Chair Cano discussed the passage of SB 833 on short term driver’s license. The effort
took 2 years, was led by a task force convened by the Governor’s Office staffed by
Frank Garcia. OCHA along with a coalition of business and Latino leadership
including Andrea, Gil Carrasco, Ramon Ramirez of PCUN, Francisco Lopez from
CAUSA, business, law enforcement and other stakeholders comprised the task force.
They studied models of licenses and worked with House and Senate leaders. They
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also developed a letter of support signed by 83 individuals and organizations. OCHA
and the task force leadership provided testimony at the bill’s legislative hearing.
Ultimately the vote was 38 in favor, 20 against in the House. OCHA’s participation,
leadership, and outreach to organizations statewide was recognized at many levels
including the Governor’s Office.

Latino leadership and advocacy in Salem

Chair Cano noted that the legislative session for 2013 has benefited from the election
of 2 new Latino legislators, Reps Joe Gallegos and Alissa Keny-Guyer who were
newly elected were both fully engaged with bills and key support during the 2013
legislative session. Chair Cano was often in the Capitol and their offices during
session along with other OCHA Commissioners and partner organization participating
in rallies, meeting legislators and testifying as well as providing leadership in
advocacy. Our message was heard and she thanked everyone for their support and
active participation.

Because of her participation in the task force on short term driver’s license, Chair
Cano has also been invited to participate in a high level DMV committee working on
aspects of implementing the short term driver’s license.

On another issue, she facilitated a meeting with Matthew Garrett, head of the Oregon
Department of Transportation (ODOT) and his key staff with the Diversified Builders
and Engineers Council (DBEC) about the absence of Hispanic outcomes in the ODOT
diversity studies.

OCHA Annual Report

Commissioner Parker asked about the final status of the 2012 Annual Report. Staff
reported that since the first of the year, the report has been distributed to legislators via
a hotlink and is posted on the OCHA webpage. It includes in its appendix the 2012
OCHA report on hate crime protections in Oregon prepared by Wes Garcia, OCHA’s
law intern with Commissioner Carrasco and in partnership with DOJ Civil Rights Unit
and the Governor’s Office.

Commissioner Haroldson
Hate Crime reform: HB 2314
Commissioner Haroldson reported on his work and testimony supporting HB 2314
which strengthens a number of criminal remedies important to prosecutors of hate
crime cases. He worked closely with Rep. Gelser on HB 2314.

USHLI Conference

In February, the US Hispanic Leadership Institute (USHLI) had the largest attendance
ever at its annual conference which is focused on leadership development among
Latinos, and reaches out to high school and college students nationwide.




Commissioner Haroldson serves on the leadership of USHLI and regularly attends
and supports their leadership development efforts.

Commissioner Haroldson also reported that he has been active in reforming criminal
justice systems in Mexico.

Commissioner Maurer
Tuition Equity
In preparation for the legislative session, Commissioner Maurer met with Senator
Steiner Hayward and Representatives Gallegos and Windsor regarding Tuition
Equity. She also wrote letter to editor on Tuition Equity that is part of a blog in
which she shared her own story of being able to afford higher education because of
Tuition Equity in her home state where she graduated summa cum laude and is a
Civil Engineer today because of it.

Commissioner Maurer also attended the inauguration of President Obama in January
and is currently working with a group of court translators who are requesting a raise
in pay. She will keep the Commission abreast of their progress.

Commissioner Moreno
Community Healthworkers’ Commission: HB 3407
Commissioner Moreno reported on HB 3407 which was sponsored by the Oregon
Latino Health Coalition and establishes a Commission for Community Healthworkers
with the Oregon Health Authority. He thanked OCHA for its support of the bill and
appreciated the personal testimony of Commissioner Parker on behalf of OCHA at its
legislative hearing. Thank you, Judy! And thank you to OACO staff Lucy and
Nancy for keeping the Commission abreast of legislative hearing dates and
coordinating its testimony and submissions to legislative staff. They have been
awesome along with Chair Cano in supporting the legislative work of the OCHA.

Pre-natal Care for all women

He is working on efforts to assure pre-natal care for all pregnant women in Oregon
regardless of their status. This has been a 10 year concern on his part along with
allies internal and external to health care.

Commissioner Moreno has also testified on bills to support granular health data,

cultural competency, short term driver’s license, farmworker’s housing, and a tobacco
bill.

Commissioner Parker
New American Voters Project
Commissioner Parker has been involved since May 2012 to help register to vote
newly naturalized citizens as part of a program sponsored by the Secretary of State’s
Office. Since the program began 2 years ago it has registered over 5,000 new Oregon
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voters. The National Secretary of States’ Association has recognized the program for
its excellence and Nevada is expecting to begin a similar model because of Oregon’s
SUCCeSS.

Oregon Hispanic Bar recognition for Ramon Hernandez
She noted that Attorney Ramon Hernandez has been recognized for his
professionalism in the bar in Oregon. This is award Haroldson received in 2010.

CAUSA Latino Youth Day

Commissioner Parker participated in the CAUSA Latino Youth Day at the Capitol,
learned with them how a bill became law, and heard moving personal stories from the
youth attending.

OCHA Testimony

Whenever her schedule permits, Commissioner Parker has helped write and deliver
testimony for OCHA on bills they support. It has been an honor and great fun to do
with other Commissioners. She thanked Lucy and Nancy for their support on
testimony and bill tracking.

Judy has also nominated John Haroldson for excellence in bar leadership in
Washington State Bar Association.

Commissioner Gomez
The Commission welcomed new OCHA Commissioner Cynthia Gomez. A press
release has been sent about her appointment.

OCHA'’s membership on the Environmental Justice Task Force (EJTF)
Commissioner Gomez thanked the Commission and noted that she will be
representing the OCHA on the Environmental Justice Task Force (EJTF) as one of
the statutory positions for OCHA on that body. She attended their first meeting in
Salem recently and welcomes information from OCHA on their environmental
concerns and will keep them up to date with reports from the EJTF. In October, she
has offered to host the EJTF at PSU.

Cynthia is a staff person at PSU in multicultural services. She has followed with
interest the progress of Tuition Equity in Oregon. While it is not expected to directly
impact large numbers of individuals, PSU and the other Oregon Universities are
already working with undocumented students and are working towards making their
website more helpful and accessible to them. She will keep OCHA informed on their
progress.

Commissioner Parker had heard that 30 — 40 students statewide may be affected by
the passage of Tuition Equity.



VIII. Legislative Priorities/Updates

A. OCHA'’s Testimony to Date for 2013 Legislative Session

Chair Cano and Lucy Baker reported that OCHA has testified on 12 bills to date in its
strategic priority areas of health, access, education, community policing, safety and
justice. Also the Oregon Education Investment Board invited the Advocacy
Commissions to testify to the Board on the importance of using their proposed Equity
Lens when prioritizing investments in education. Commissioner Perez joined other
Commissioners from the Commissions on API Affairs, Black Affairs and the OCFW in
supporting the OEIB’s Equity lens in joint testimony. It was a wonderful opportunity and
the OCHA thanks Commissioner Perez for his leadership. All the OCHA
Commissioners have been involved in e-voting for support of selected bills, following the
progress of bills with the bill tracking reports that Lucy prepares weekly, and/or
providing testimony. Thank you everyone!

At next regular meeting of the OCHA following the end of session, the Commission will
ratify all the bills that it has voted to support electronically between meetings. Also, the
OCHA will provide an overview of its testimony and supported bills that can be shared
with legislators and the community.

General discussion followed on bills still awaiting first or second hearings.

Proposed Initiatives for Future Work

Chair Cano asked Commissioners to share ideas on areas the Commission might consider
as a focus for future work.

Commissioner Maurer suggested that women’s health issues, pre-natal care and sexual
education for Latinas become part of the OCHA priority work.

Commissioner Moreno asked if the OCHA might take inventory at end of session, an
environmental scan, pause, reflect, celebrate, and what is our new policy platform.
Affordable Care Act excludes undocumented people. Undocumented children will
continue to be excluded.

Chair Cano suggested looking at the status of migrant workers and host a meeting with
US Senators. Merkley and Bonamici on the subject. OCHA might also host
meetings statewide on the subject.

Commissioner Haroldson would like to see greater efforts made to recognize
contributions of Latinos in Oregon.

Commissioner Gomez noted that food insecurity among minors and elders is still a key
issue for many Latinos in Oregon and looks forward to advocating on this and
other subjects through the Commission.

Administrator’s Report
A. Lucy reported on Internship topics and invited Commissioners to consider submitting
further topics. Currently for the fall recruitment of public policy interns:
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e Statewide Health Equity Internship: Commissioner Moreno has submitted a
concept on developing a statewide health equity status report for Latinos. OLHC
would partner with OCHA with the internship and he would be the OCHA
champion for the intern. The role of the intern would include a literature review
and survey and the focus would be on health disparities for Latinos in Oregon. It
would identify existing gaps and needs in the community and be a roadmap for
policy discussions. This would be for a fall intern.

MOTION (Parker/Gomez): To approve the Health Equity Internship concept as led

by Commissioner Moreno. CARRIED

e Fair Housing Internship: Commissioner Carrasco and DOJ Civil Rights Unit
w/Diane Sykes, have prepared a concept on reviewing low income and Section 8
housing using a Law student and mapping the availability of housing statewide.
The focus of the internship would be reviewing and analyzing housing data to
identify areas where current housing policy may be segregating low income
housing.

MOTION (Moreno/Parker) Adopt and approve the Fair Housing internship concept.

CARRIED.

Commissioner Parker noted that John Trasvifia, Asst. Director of the US HUD has
long had an interest in this area. She’d like to ask a member of his staff to speak with
OCHA on housing issues. It has been a while since this was a subject at an OCHA
meeting.

B. Legislative Budget Process/Advocacy Commissions’ Budget
Lucy updated the Commission on the progress of OACO’s budget bill SB 5501. It
will have a work session sometime in May before the Joint Ways and Means General
Government Committee that Lucy will attend if the legislators have questions. There
will be no testimony at that time.

She reminded Commissioners to submit their travel receipts. At the end of the
biennium, there will be a modest amount of General Fund available for purposes
identified by the Commissions as important to their support. Travel is a primary area
of support and she is asking all Commissioners to submit their travel through April.

Fundraising for the OCHA
Chair Cano proposed that OCHA consider an end of the biennium fundraising appeal
via e-mail to OCHA’s e-mailing list statewide. Perhaps a $30 appeal in honor of
OCHA’s 30™ Anniversary. Fundraising would help with the outreach activities of the
OCHA and is allowed in the statute of the Commission. The Advocacy Commissions
are encouraged to do fundraising and it is a required portion of their state budget.
MOTION (Maurer/Gomez) To approve a fundraising appeal for OCHA.
WITHDRAWN




XI.

XIlI.

The motion was opened to discussion.

Commissioner Haroldson is concerned about implications of fundraising for his
position as an elected official which is a prohibited activity. He also believes that it
would have implications for all attorneys serving the Advocacy Commissions.

Commissioner Haroldson and Lucy will work together to explore this further with
Frank Garcia, OACQ’s policy advisor in the Governor’s Office and with Executive
Appointments Director in the Governor’s Office. Commissioner Parker is also
willing to be involved. They will commit the concerns to writing and ask for
clarification.

With the permission of the makers of the motion, the motion was tabled for further
research before voting.

Next OCHA Meetings

A

B.

Meeting for Elections between June 20" — June 24%

Fri, June 21 — Gomez, day time’ Moreno

Do a Doodle by Thursday

Other meetings- May 17 for site visits; May 18 for OCHA business. Pass on May
meeting

Other Business
Commissioner Haroldson acknowledged Chair Cano’s tremendous effort as Chair.
Applause!

Commissioner Moreno invited the OCHA to continue to meet at the OLHC office again.

XII1. Adjourn
The meeting was adjourned by consensus at 7:21pm.



