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Director Jim Rue

Oregon Department of Land Conservation and Development
635 Capitol St. NE, Suite 150

Salem 97301

RE: Oregon Department of Land Conservation and Development’s 2017-19 Budget

Dear Director Jim Rue,

The Oregon Conservation Network (OCN) is comprised of over 40 Oregon non-profits with
tens-of-thousands of members. Our mission is to support pro-conservation priorities,
protect our unique quality of life, and ensure a better Oregon for our children. We care
deeply about the Oregon Department of Land Conservation and Development’s (DLCD)
mission to “help communities and citizens plan for, protect and improve the built and
natural systems that provide a high quality of life. [And] In partnership with citizens and
local governments, foster sustainable and vibrant communities and protect our natural
resources legacy.”

The work DLCD performs is important to OCN’s members. The following items have been
prioritized by OCN. We hope your agency takes these suggestions into strong consideration
when budgeting for the 2017-19 biennium:

1. Support Metropolitan Planning Organizations’ (MPO) scenario planning to reduce
Green House Gases (GHG). Provide money to implement suggestions that come out
of task force which update the GHG targets for MPOs and streamline planning
efforts. (“OSTI” Pop 104 in 2013-15 POPs)

2. Include planning and funds for wildlife corridors.

3. Increase planning grants to local governments.

a. Specifically targeted for Columbia River Gorge Commission Vital Sign
Indicators project.

4. Require adoption of administrative rules and adaptive planning: Natural Hazards

Rulemaking (Goal 7: HB 2633 in 2015).

Affordable housing rulemaking (Goal 10).

Money to support sage grouse work.

7. Add matching funds to match federal money in support of the Coastal Zone
Management Act (This does not mean supporting backfilling the money due to the
2016 NOAA/EPA determination to hold back federal funds for non-compliance).
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At present, there appear to be a few budgeting challenges on the horizon for Oregon.
Inflating PERS costs, rising healthcare rates, cost of service adjustments, and inflation
factors are just a few of the growing elements challenging our state budget. Now more than
ever it is important to closely examine and prioritize our agency budgets.
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We look forward to working with you as you continue your 2017-19 budget process.
Sincerely,

The Oregon Conservation Network

(Contact: Adam Meyer at adam@olcv.org or 971-404-6501)

CC: LCDC Members: Sherman Lamb; Barton Eberwein; Catherine Morrow; Robin McArthur;
Greg Macpherson; Jerry Lidz; Melissa Cribbins; Ways and Means Co-chairs: Senator Richard
Devlin; Representative Peter Buckley; Representative Kathleen Taylor. Governor Kate
Brown.





