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Lafayette, OR

 City in Yamhill County, Population 3,800 located 
along the Yamhill River and Oregon Hwy. 99W.

 Founded in 1846 and incorporated in 1878, total land 
base of 576 acres

 Mostly a bedroom community to Metro area & 
neighboring cities

Lafayette



Lafayette UGB 

Proposal

 In 2013 city embarked on a legislative UGB 
amendment, first one since original adoption in 
1979

 First city to use Div 24 safe harbors, they showed 
a need of 79 acres or 649 housing units.

 Of the 649 units, 342 could be accommodated 
inside the UGB but 307 had to be on newly 
expanded lands

 Between notice to DLCD (2014) & local adoption 
(2016), the city reduced the UGB to 52 acres (214 
units) due to neighborhood opposition.

 Adoption was remanded based on insufficient 
land for future housing needs. The remand 
required the city to account for the difference.



Lafayette 

Remand

 On remand, the city did a few 
different things to accommodate the 
remaining housing need: 

 Added a 10-acre exception parcel (Red)

 Increased density on a 20 acre parcel 
from low density to medium density 
(Orange)

 Reduced the Right of way assumptions 
to 15% from 20% (Purple)

 The remand was withdrawn (9/21) 
due to the city not addressing their 
re-zone criteria to which an objection 
was raised.



Local Community grants 2015-

2016

– Newberg $30,000 for streamlining 
EOA/HNA

– Baseline work for using the new UGB 
process

– Woodburn Target Industry Analysis (TIA) 
$5,000

– To identify highest and best use for newly 
expanded industrial areas and other 
employment lands in the city.

– Gervais, Community Design Charrette 
$1,000

– Public visioning

– Implementable actions



UO Green Cities Collaboration

– Started in 2013 with a desire to provide resources to small cities, primarily those under 2,500 pop.

– Academic research informing public participation in creating sustainable, vibrant, transformative communities.

– DLCD staff identify candidate cities, coordinate and plan the design charrettes, and help as advisors throughout 
the program.

– DLCD staff work with the candidate cities to identify focus areas they want the students to research

– City staff/DLCD staff have orientation with students

– Students research the areas the entire semester and come ready to work with the community on the day of the 
Charrette

– The outcome of this community visioning process is a suite of products for the community’s use including videos, 
plans, maps, presentation documents, and reports.

– The course has provided these services to the following cities: Aumsville, Cascade Locks, Donald, Independence, 
Mt. Angel; and Gervais.

– Received the “Town and Gown” sustainability award from UO in 2016







Town and Gown Sustainability 

Award

– So far, more than 250 University of 

Oregon students and 5 cities have 

benefited from this program that 

provides specific implementation 

actions for cities to become more 

sustainable, resilient, and 

regenerative. 


