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LCDC begins process to clarify and streamline UGB amendment process

SALEM — The Oregon Land Conservation and Development Commission on Friday
began a process that will clarify and streamline the Urban Growth Boundary (UGB) amendment
process. The LCDC appointed a work group to advise the department and Commission in
drafting the proposed rule, and approved a conceptual draft goal and rule.

The current process to establish and amend a UGB is outlined in Statewide Planning
Goal 14: Urbanization. However, the goal doesn’t provide a clear and detailed explanation of the
process. Moreover, the language of the goal has not been greatly modified since its adoption in
1973, and does not reflect subsequent interpretations and modifications by LCDC, the
legislature, and the courts.

“The process of expanding urban growth boundaries has become costly, contentious and
hard for cities to understand and apply,” said Lane Shetterly, Director for the Department of
Land Conservation and Development. “This work group will address ways to make the process
more straightforward and easier for cities to implement.”

The main objective of Goal 14 is to focus urban development inside urban growth
boundaries in order to foster the efficient use of land and public facilities, and to conserve farm
and forest land. Throughout the late 1970s and early 1980s, LCDC ‘acknowledged’ 215 urban
growth boundaries encircling all 240 incorporated cities. These UGBs included a few that
surround two or more jurisdictions.

By starting with work already completed by previous Goal 14 work groups in 1997 and
2000, the department hopes to reach a final proposal by November.

More information about the Commission meetings and DLCD can be found on the
department’s Web site at: http://www.lcd.state.or.us

The next regular LCDC meeting will be July 15-16, 2004 in La Grande.

Oregon's seven-member Land Conservation and Development Commission, assisted by the Department of
Land Conservation and Development (DLCD), adopts state land use goals, assures local plan compliance with the
goals, coordinates state and local planning, and manages the coastal zone program. The Commissioners are unpaid
citizen volunteers appointed by the Governor and confirmed by the Senate. Commissioners are appointed to four-
year terms and may not serve for more than two consecutive terms. The statute establishing the Commission, ORS


http://www.lcd.state.or.us/

197, also directs that they be representative of the state. The Commission meets about every six weeks to direct the
work of DLCD.

Current Commission members are:

John H.Van Landingham, Chair (Eugene)

Margaret Kirkpatrick, Vice Chair (Portland)

Dennis Derby (Portland)

Marilyn Worrix (McMinnville)

Ron Henri (Talent)

Hanley Jenkins (Union)

Tim Josi (Tillamook)
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