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OREGON MORTUARY & CEMETERY BOARD NEWS
It has been an extremely busy several months as the 
administrative rules process began and successfully 
concluded. 
 
Administrative rule advisory committees met weekly 
during October to discuss the policy impacts of the 
law changes and make recommendations to the 
Board.   
 
OMCB staff used the recommendations as the basis 
for developing draft administrative rules, which were 
presented to the Board for review and approval. 
 
During the November 3, 2015 meeting, the Board 
voted to approve and move forward with the 
proposed administrative rules. 
 
The proposed administrative rules for HB 2471, HB 
3242 & HB 3243 were filed with the Oregon 
Secretary of State, published in the December 
Oregon Bulletin and posted on our website for 
review and comment. 
 
The public hearing took place on December 22, 
2015 for all three of the proposed administrative 
rules (HB2471, HB3242 & HB3243).  Written public 
comments were also accepted until 4pm on the 
same day. 
 
All public comments and advisory committee 
recommendations were presented to the Board 
during its December 29, 2015 meeting, during 
which the Board voted to approve the proposed 
administrative rules with some changes. 
 
The permanent administrative rules were filed with 
the Secretary of State and became effective January 
1, 2016. 
 
The Secretary of State’s office is currently working 
on all of the end-of-year filings, so we anticipate that 
the permanent administrative rules will be posted in 
the near future.  
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The OMCB’s management of the Indigent 
Disposition Fund and the newly-created 
temporary burial permit are arguably the two 
most significant results of the recent legislative 
session and rulemaking process. 
 
You can find additional information about the 
Indigent Disposition Program on Page 3 of this issue 
and the new Indigent Disposition Fund 
Reimbursement Application on Pages 4 and 5. 
 
Our website also has a dedicated IDF page: 
http://www.oregon.gov/MortCem/Pages/IDF.aspx. 
 
Another new development is the temporary burial 
permit, which is required when a burial takes place 
in an unlicensed cemetery.  Beginning on January 1, 
2016, an individual or facility licensed by the Board 
may be granted a temporary burial permit to bury a 
decedent under very specific circumstances – a 
burial may be lawfully made with documentation of 
plot ownership, a paid in full preneed contract & 
notification of who will be performing the opening 
and closing. 
 
Since OAR 830-011-0065 was only adopted on 
January 1, 2016, the temporary burial permit 
application form has not yet been finalized.  In the 
interim, applicants should contact one of the 
following OMCB staff: Chad Dresselhaus, Education 
& Compliance Program Manager 
(Chad.W.Dresselhaus@state.or.us, 971.673.1503), 
or Carla Knapp, Office/Licensing Manager (Carla.Knapp@state.or.us, 971.673.1507). 
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Question: What is happening? 
Answer: The fees to purchase vital records are increasing on January 1, 2016.  
The basic fee for a certificate will be $25.  Fees for other services will also 
increase. 
Question: What are vital records? 
Answer: Vital records are the legal registration of a vital event.  A vital event is 
a birth, marriage, divorce or death.  Every vital event that occurs in Oregon 
must be recorded and permanently stored with the Center for Health Statistics, 
also known as Oregon Vital Records.  Certified copies of the record are printed 
on special paper and are known as certificates – birth certificates, death 
certificates or marriage certificates. 
Question: Why are certificates important? 
Answer: A birth certificate is a legal document used to establish identity.  It 
shows who you are, and when and where you were born.  You need a birth 
certificate to enroll a child in school; to get a Social Security card, a driver’s 
license or government benefits; or to apply for a passport. 
The death certificate is the legal record of death.  A death certificate is needed 
to settle the affairs of your loved ones.  It has information about the person 
who died and the cause of their death.  Insurance companies, the Social 
Security Administration and other agencies may ask for certified copies of the 
death certificate as proof of death. 
Question: Why do the fees need to increase? 
Answer: The last vital records fee increase was in 2003.  The costs to support 
the state’s vital records system have gone up over time, but revenue from fees 
has gone down.  A fee increase is needed to maintain its current service level, 
as required by law. 
Question: What is the death filing fee?  Is it changing too? 
Answer: The death record filing fee is the $20 fee funeral homes pay to file a 
death record.  This fee is not collected by the county or state vital records 
office; funeral homes pay the fee to Oregon Health Authority for each death 
certificate filed.  Of the fee, $6 goes to help support the indigent burial fund 
and $14 goes to the State Mortuary and Cemetery Board. 
This fee is not changing on January 1, 2016. 
Question: Who is the contact person if I have questions about the new fees? 
Answer: Please contact Jennifer Woodward, State Registrar, at 
Jennifer.A.Woodward@state.or.us or at 971-673-1185 if you have questions or 
need more information. 

Vital Records Fee Increase 
Relevant to: FSPs  

 
 
 
 
 

2016 Board Members 
Jane Woodward President 

Funeral Service Practitioner 
Morris Pearson Vice President 

Embalmer 
Nancy Corr Secretary/Treasurer Public Member 
David Bone 

Funeral Service Practitioner/Embalmer 
Sirpa Duoos 

Cemetery Operator, City/County 
Larry Gyure 

Cemetery Operator, Special District 
Marie Henry 

Cemetery Operator, For Profit 
Judy Juntunen 
Public Member 

Kevin Loveland 
Crematorium Operator 

RCA Moore 
Public Member 
Corrina Patzer 
Public Member  Members are volunteers serving 3 year terms. Members are appointed by the Governor & confirmed by the Senate. 

Board Mission 
The Board's programs affect 
those who have suffered a 
loss, those who make final 
arrangements and those who 
provide death care goods 
and services. It is the Board's 
responsibility to license and 
regulate the practice of 
individuals and facilities 
engaged in the care, 
preparation, processing, 
transportation and final 
disposition of human 
remains, to educate the 
general public, and advise 
on relevant issues of public 
policy. 

There seems to be confusion regarding the recent price 
increase for purchasing vital records.  Here is information 
taken from the Vital Records Fee Increase FAQ page:  
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Indigent Disposition Program Relevant to: FSPs  
The purpose of the Indigent Disposition Program 
is to provide licensed funeral homes with 
reimbursement for services for the disposition of 
unclaimed indigent bodies.  This is a limited fund 
created to offset the costs incurred in providing 
final disposition. 
 
The Oregon Legislature passed a bill to move 
administration of the fund and reimbursement 
program to the Oregon Mortuary & Cemetery 
Board beginning in 2016. 
 
Note: If a Funeral Home submitted a claim 
between December 9th and January 8th to the 
Public Health Division under the prior version of 
the program, those claims will be processed by 
that agency as per the prior version of the 
program.  The Oregon Mortuary & Cemetery 
Board will begin processing claims as of February 
1, 2016 under the new law and rules.  If a Funeral 
Home has a claim between January 9 and February 
1, they should use the new form.  Claims may be 
submitted at any time, but will not be processed 
until February 1st. 
 
Rules Governing Claims 
 
OAR 830-040-0090 
Reimbursement for Cost of Services Performed 
and Supplies Provided for Disposition of 
Unclaimed Indigent Bodies 
 

(1) A licensed funeral establishment, hereafter 
referred to as claimant, shall submit to the 
Oregon Mortuary & Cemetery Board (OMCB) an 
itemized statement of expenses for services 
performed and supplies provided for disposition 
of unclaimed indigent bodies. 

(a) For purpose of this section, “funeral 
establishment” also includes immediate 
disposition companies and persons acting as 
funeral service practitioners as defined in ORS 
432. 

(2) Each itemized statement shall be 
accompanied by the claimant’s certification that 
services for which reimbursement is claimed were 
in accordance with stipulations in ORS 97.170. 

(3) The OMCB shall make the Form FS 23-154 or 
similar document containing all pertinent 
information available at its office and on its 
website. 
(4) The OMCB shall disburse funds to eligible 
claimants upon receipt and verification of a claim.  

(a) In accordance with ORS 413.825, the maximum 
reimbursement will equal the invoice amount or the 
currently published annual reimbursement rate, 
whichever is less; and 

(b) The claimant must be current on all invoiced 
filing fees. 

(c) If the fund amount at the close of the accounting 
period is insufficient to pay the eligible claims for the 
month, the OMCB will pay the claims using the 
collected funds referenced in ORS 413.825(1). 

(d) If the fund amount at the close of the accounting 
period exceeds the total amount of claimants’ 
itemized statements or the maximum per claim, the 
remaining funds will carry forward to the next 
accounting period and be made available to pay future 
claims up to the allowable maximum reimbursement 
or to repay the funds borrowed from the OMCB. 

(5) Fraudulent submission of Form 23-154 or similar 
document will result in penalties set forth in ORS 
692.180. 

(6) An eligible reimbursement claim must include all 
expenses related to the case, and must include 
documentation of any reimbursement, in all or part, 
by any entity or person already made at time of filing. 

(a) If a claimant receives payment from any other 
entity or person after a claim is filed, the claimant 
must: 

(i) Amend the claim, if not yet paid; 
(ii) If already paid, the claimant must submit a 

reimbursement form and accompanying payment to 
the fund within 90 days of receiving any amount from 
any other entity or person. 

(7) In accordance with ORS 413.825(2), the OMCB 
shall set the annual reimbursement rate at the 
beginning of each biennium with an annual 
adjustment based on historical data and mortality 
projections.  The reimbursement rate must be 
published by the OMCB on or before June 30, which 
becomes effective July 1 of each year. 
 
Form FS-432 is on the following pages. 
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The Washington Post: In Theory  (Part II) 

Continued from December 2015 E-News Issue: 
 
Whatever the standard has been in the past, Kheriaty is clear about what 
must happen.  Doctors must learn to become comfortable talking 
about death; it’s a basic reality of their whole line of work.  “Doctors 
need to learn to accompany their patients through the dying process.  If 
death is seen as the last enemy of medicine, then doctors will lose every 
time. …  Our next medical innovation – the acceptance of our mortality – 
will not come as a technical solution to a scientific problem.  It will have to 
be a more human approach to a deep mystery of every life – the mystery 
of being mortal.” 
 
Kheriaty views the growing acceptance of physician-assisted suicide 
as a symptom of the problem.  “On the surface, allowing doctor-assisted 
suicide might seem like a step toward accepting our mortality.  But this 
proposed ‘solution’ is actually just another form of denial.  It solves 
nothing, because it is premised on the false assumption that our 
autonomy has no inherent limits.”  He notes that denial can manifest both 
ways – either through a refusal to acknowledge death, or an insistence 
that death can be completely controlled by human timelines – through 
suicide, if necessary. 
 
Thomas Petri echoes this broad sense of American culture’s refusal of 
limits in an essay examining the idea of “dependency.”  For Petri, a 
Roman Catholic priest and academic dean at the Dominican House of 
Studies, the idea of “independence” often gets in the way of experiencing 
a high-quality end-of-life.  By insisting that we need to support and care 
for ourselves, we rob ourselves of the opportunity to be cared for, and our 
loved ones of the chance to provide that care. 
 
The American life is often conceived as a march towards greater 
autonomy, says Petri.  “We live our lives protecting our independence, 
which we cede only in exchange for a few greater goods.  So it’s not 
surprising that many of us do not tolerate pain and suffering well, much 
less the slow march to death that degenerative disease often entails.” But 
end-of-life process is one that leads to ever-increasing dependence on 
others, which explains why most of us would like to avoid facing it. 
 
It is on this basis that Petri critiques the “death with dignity” 
movement, insisting that the individual choice to end life robs us all 
of the opportunity to grow as human beings.  He warns that what 
seems like a benign movement now may morph into something more 
troubling later.  He points to the European experience, where he says 
social pressure and coercion are already becoming factors in the decision 
to end lives through suicide or euthanasia.  Petri argues for a culture that 
embraces the end-of-life experience, with all its diminishments and 
challenges.  “Those whose lives are ending offer a testimony that life is 
more than independence and that the human spirit is greater than disease 
and disability.” 
 
To be continued… 
 
 
(Taken from: http://us3.campaign-
archive2.com/?u=163e18111683bc0d5746e6f89&id=00794f1e45) 
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“Doctors must learn to become comfortable talking about death; it’s a basic reality of their whole line of work.” 

“Doctors need to learn to accompany their patients through the dying process.  If death is seen as the last enemy of medicine, then doctors will lose every time. … Our next medical innovation – the acceptance of our mortality – will not come as a technical solution to a scientific problem.  It will have to be a more human approach to a deep mystery of every life – the mystery of being mortal.”  
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 Governor’s State Employees Food Drive 
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Upcoming OMCB Meetings 
Oregon Mortuary 

 & Cemetery Board  
800 NE Oregon Street 

Suite 430 
Portland, OR 97232 

Phone: 
971.673.1500 

Fax: 
971.673.1501 

We’re on the Web! 
Visit us at: 

http://www.oregon.gov/mortcem 

Regulating Death Care 
Facilities & Practitioners in Oregon. 

Oregon Mortuary & Cemetery Board 
800 NE Oregon Street, Suite 430 
Portland, Oregon 97232 
  

 Tuesday, February 9, 2016 @ 9am OMCB Board Meeting Location: TBD  Tuesday, April 12, 2016 @ 9am OMCB Board Meeting Location: TBD  Tuesday, June 14, 2016 @ 9am OMCB Board Meeting Location: TBD  

To conserve resources, we have distributed only one copy per facility. The full color version of this publication can be read or printed from our website. 


