
 

800 NE Oregon Street, Suite 430   Portland, Oregon  97232-2195 | 971.673.1500 F 971.673.1501 | www.oregon.gov/mortcem 

 

OCTOBER 17 2014 Emergency Special General Session Meeting Minutes FINAL 

 (Revised November 13 2014) 

 

Board Members Present:  Dwight Terry, President; Chad Dresselhaus, Vice President; Laurie 

Goolsby, Secretary / Treasurer; Nancy Corr; Sirpa Duoos; Larry Gyure; Kevin Loveland; David 

Noble; Erin Phelps; and Jane Woodward. 

 

Board Members Absent:  James Campbell (excused). 

 

Staff Members Present:  Michelle Gaines, Executive Director; and Carla Knapp, Office & 

Licensing Manager.  

 

Guests:  None. 

 

I Call to Order 
The Emergency Special General Session meeting of the Mortuary and Cemetery Board (Board) 

was called to order at 2:04 pm. 

 

II General Session 

After roll call, President Terry explained the purpose of this telephone conference meeting was 

for the Board to remove the current requirement to embalm remains of persons who died of or 

with Ebola.  In order to do that, we need to adopt a temporary rule. Afterwards, the Board will 

need to consider information obtained as part of an investigation of licensee or applicant conduct 

during executive session.  He then recognized Director Gaines. 

 

Temporary Administrative Rule-making regarding Ebola 

Director Gaines explained that we have an administrative rule that requires persons that have 

died of or with Ebola to be embalmed, which is contrary to the Center for Disease Control's 

recommendation.  She is working with Oregon Public Health and they have agreed that 

complying with CDC's recommendation is a good idea.  They have recommended that we 

actually strike what is in OAR 830-030-0070(2)(c):  Hemorrhagic fevers (e.g., Ebola), and then 

add the following: 

 

(4) Notwithstanding (1)(2) and (3),  the Director of Oregon Public Health or State Public 

Health Director may provide additional or different requirements for handling of human 

remains in writing to the Board in response to a public health event.  Any such overriding 

requirements will be sent to all impacted licensees, and posted on the Board’s website.  

 

Director Gaines said this temporary rule is in effect for 180 days during which the Board must 

initiate a permanent rule-making process with a full public review and comment period for the 

permanent rules proposed.  Otherwise, the temporary changes would expire and the rule would 

revert as is.  The Board is using the Temporary Rule-making process in order to make what the 

Board believes is a critical change expediently, and will then review the section in more detail 

with all stakeholders to consider any other possible changes.   
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Once the Board approves, Director Gaines said that staff would send out an email to all 

licensees, post it on the Board's website, and then start the formal rulemaking process to make 

this rule permanent.  She is still working with a staff member of Contagious Diseases; they are 

not sure if they want the title to be the Director of Oregon Public Health, or State Public Health 

Director.  She asked that the Board allow staff to accept the rules as written, allowing for staff to 

list either the Director of Oregon Public Health or the State Public Health Director, as directed 

by Public Health.  She asked if there were any questions. 

 

Hearing none, President Terry asked if there was a motion on the floor.  He then recognized 

Member Phelps. 

 

Member Phelps recommended that the Board initiate a temporary rule, striking OAR 830-030-

0070(2)(c) and add the proposed language provided by staff, and direct staff to change the title of 

public health director if needed.  Member Corr seconded.  President Terry then asked if there 

was any discussion. Hearing none, he then asked those in favor to signify by saying aye.  All 

were aye and the motion carried unanimously.  Those voting in favor:  Members Corr, 

Dresselhaus, Duoos, Goolsby, Gyure, Loveland, Noble, Phelps, Terry, Woodward.  Those voting 

no:  None. 

 

President Terry then asked if there were any questions.  Hearing none, at 2:12 pm he directed the 

Board to enter into executive session as authorized under ORS 192.660(2)(a), (b), (f), (h), (i) and 

/ or (k).   

 

III Executive Session as authorized by ORS 192.660(2)(a), (b), (f), (h), (i) and / or (k) 
President Terry directed the Board to enter into executive session at 2:12 pm to consider 

information obtained as part of an investigation of licensee or applicant conduct.  The executive 

session is held pursuant to ORS 192.660(2)(a), (b), (f), (h), (i) and / or (k).  For the record, 

representatives of the news media and designated staff are allowed to attend the executive 

session, but all other members of the audience would be asked to leave the room.  

Representatives of the news media would specifically be directed not to report on any of the 

deliberations during the executive session, except to state the general subject of the session as 

previously announced.  No decision may be made in executive session.  At the end of the 

executive session, the Board would return to open session and welcome the audience back into 

the room.  Executive session adjourned at 2:48 pm. 

 

IV General Session 

President Terry then called the general session of the Board back to order at 2:48 pm.  Having no 

further business, President Terry adjourned the meeting. 

 

V Adjournment - the meeting adjourned at 2:48 pm. 

 

  
 


