
July 28,2009 

To: Oregon State Mortuary and Cemetery Board 

From: Patricia Sweeney 
Commklnity Educator, 
Director of the Spiral of Life: In Home Wakes and Funerals Educational Service 

Today, I would like to highlight several areas under the OMCB's jurisdiction 
that I believe need to be reexamined. I bring these issues to the table for the 
benefit of those on the board and those public board members who may be 
unaware of these aspects of funeral statue and regulation. 

1) The OMCB is composed of 11 members, 7 of whom come directly from the 
funeral industry, and 4 of whom are members of the public. Currently under 
Oregon statue, the 4 public members are not allowed to have any "commercial" 
interest in funeral goods and services. 

This means it is not possible for an Oregon citizen who has an interest in home 
funeral education, home funeral support services, natural burial cemeteries, 
sustainable cemetery management services, shroud creations, and biodegradable 
and artisan coffin production and sales have any chance of a position on the 
OMCB. 

In todays rapidly changing funeral culture, where the general public is 
increasingly appreciative and responsive to a more natural, sustainable and 
participatory death care options, I find this statue to be outdated. I believe the 
statue needs to be updated to be inclusive of the full range of voices within the 
death care culture, at this moment an important voice is being left out. Nancy 
Goss Durran, confirmed my feelings on this and she also said that the executive 
director was aware of the "problem". This to me appears to be the cart before the 
horse type of process. The board is currently in charge of creating scopes and 
standards of practice for a group of people who are, by statue left out of the 
conversation. 

2) In a conversation with the executive director of the OMCB, Michelle Gaines, I 
was told that under statue/regulation that only a licensed embalmer was legally 
allowed to wash and dress dead h m  remains for payment even if the body 
was not to be embalmed. 



This would mean that if a person were to complete the year funeral 
apprenticeship requirement and pass the board exam, and then choose to operate 
as a licensed FSP who specialized in natural, home and family directed funerals, 
it would be, by statue/ regulation, illegal for them to help the family " preserve 
the body" by placing dry ice under their deceased loved one because then they 
would be committing the crime of practicing as an embalmer without a license. 

3) Today in Oregon, it is required by law, that anybody who dies of a 
conununicable disease must be embalmed. It is my understanding that when a 
person is embalmed the body fluids, blood ect.. are released directly into the 
public sewer system. This is a glaring and immediate public health and safety 
threat, especially in light of the latest scare with swine flu. Why are we mixing 
up contagious viruses with the public water services. I would like to ask the 
board to address the true and real threats to our communities health and safety. 


