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X-ray services provided by chiropractic physicians  Adopted March 18, 2010 
 
 
A chiropractic clinic may take X-rays for another chiropractic physician or doctor. While this 
does not create a patient relationship with the doctor or other appropriately licensed person 
taking the films, the chiropractic clinic still has the obligation to abide by the x-ray rules found in 
OAR 811-030-0020 and OAR 811-030-0030. (addressing shielding, contraindications such as 
pregnancy, diagnostic quality etc.)  
 
In order to request films, the ordering doctor should include the relevant diagnoses, area of 
clinical interest, birth date, etc. so that the clinic taking the films has a "double check" that 
ensures the proper films are taken. It is not necessary for the clinic taking the films to review the 
entire patient file to determine whether the views ordered are in fact clinically necessary. 
 
It is highly recommended all chiropractic physicians with x-ray equipment review OAR 811-
030-0020 and OAR 811-030-0030, which also includes these record keeping requirements: 
 

• The operator shall maintain a record on each exposure of each patient containing the 
patient's name, the date, the operator's name or initials, the type of exposure and the 
radiation factors of time, mA, kVp and target film distance, including those exposures 
resulting in the necessity of repeat exposure for better diagnostic information such as 
patient motion or poor technical factors. For computerized and automated systems the 
recording of technique factors is not necessary as long as the equipment is calibrated and 
maintained. OAR 333-106-045 requires the facility to determine the typical patient 
exposure for their most common radiographic examinations, i.e. technique chart.  

• Each film shall be properly identified by date of exposure, location of X-ray department, 
patient's name or number, patient's age, right or left marker and postural position marker 
and indication of the position of the patient.  

 
(03/18/10) 

mailto:Oregon.obce@state.or.us
http://www.obce.state.or.us/

