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PHYSICIAN ASSISTANT – FLUOROSCOPY RULES DRAFT 1 
 2 

KEY:   New language is identified by underline. 3 
  Deleted language is identified by strike-through. 4 

337-010-0006 5 

Definitions 6 

For purposes of ORS 688.405 to 688.605 and these rules: 7 

(1) The "Practice of Medical Imaging" shall be defined as but not limited to the use of ionizing radiation, ultrasound, radio 8 
waves or magnetic fields upon human anatomy for diagnostic or therapeutic purposes including the physical positioning of 9 
the patient, the determination of exposure parameters, and the handling of the ionizing radiation equipment. 10 

(2) “Approved school” means a school accredited in one of the medical imaging modalities or subspecialties by a national 11 
or regional post-secondary accreditation body and whose graduates are qualified to sit for a credentialing examination 12 
recognized by the Board of Medical Imaging in the graduate’s medical imaging modality or subspecialty. 13 

(3) “Board” means board of medical imaging.   14 

(3) (4) “Clinical instructor” means an individual assigned to supervise students in a clinical setting who is: 15 

(a) A licensed physician who routinely supervises the medical imaging modality being studied by a student; or 16 

(b) An individual licensed by the board and credentialed by a credentialing organization in the medical imaging modality 17 
being studied by a student. 18 

(4) (5) “Credential” means the recognition awarded to an individual who meets the requirements of a credentialing 19 
organization. 20 

(5) (6) “Credentialing organization” means a nationally recognized organization that issues credentials through testing or 21 
evaluations that determine that a person meets defined standards for training and competence in a medical imaging 22 
modality. 23 

(6) (7) “Diagnostic medical sonography” means the use of nonionizing high frequency sound waves with specialized 24 
equipment to direct the sound waves into areas of the human body to generate images for the assessment and diagnosis of 25 
various medical conditions. 26 

(8) “Fluoroscopy” means a technique for generating X-ray images and for presenting the X-ray images simultaneously and 27 
continuously as a visible image.   28 

(7) (9) “Graduate” means an individual who has completed the didactic and clinical education at an approved school, 29 
including documented clinical proficiency, but who has not met all requirements for credentialing by a credentialing 30 
organization. 31 

(8) (10) “Hybrid imaging or radiation therapy equipment” means equipment that combines more than one medical imaging 32 
modality into a single device. 33 

(9) (11) “Ionizing radiation” means alpha particles, beta particles, gamma rays, X-rays, neutrons, high-speed electrons, 34 
high-speed protons or other particles capable of producing ions. “Ionizing radiation” does not include radiation such as 35 
radiofrequency or microwaves, visible, infrared or ultraviolet light or ultrasound. 36 



2 
 

(10) (12) “License” means a license issued by the board to practice one or more of the medical imaging modalities. 37 

(11) (13) “Licensed nurse practitioner” means a nurse practitioner licensed in Oregon. 38 

(12) (14) “Licensed physician” means a physician or surgeon licensed in Oregon. 39 

(13) (15) “Licensed physician assistant” means a physician assistant licensed in Oregon. 40 

(14) (16) “Limited X-ray machine operator” means a person other than a licensed physician who performs diagnostic X-ray 41 
procedures under the supervision of a licensed physician, a licensed nurse practitioner or a licensed physician assistant 42 
using equipment that emits external ionizing radiation resulting in diagnostic radiographic images that are limited to select 43 
human anatomical sites. 44 

(15) (17) “Limited X-ray machine operator course of study” means a board-approved set of didactic and clinical experience 45 
elements designed to prepare a person for gaining practical experience and for passing the limited X-ray machine operator 46 
examination. 47 

(16) (18) “Magnetic resonance imaging” means the process by which certain nuclei, when placed in a magnetic field, 48 
absorb and release energy in the form of radio waves that are analyzed by a computer thereby producing an image of human 49 
anatomy and physiological information. 50 

(19)  “Medical physicist” is a person who is certified in diagnostic radiological physics or radiological physics by the 51 
American Board of Radiology, or in diagnostic imaging physics by the American Board of Medical Physics, or in 52 
diagnostic radiology physics by the Canadian College of Physicists in Medicine. 53 

(17) (20)  “Medical imaging” means the use of specialized equipment for the production of visual representations of human 54 
anatomy, tissues or organs for use in clinical diagnosis and treatment and includes but is not limited to X-ray, single photon 55 
emission, positron emission technology, ultrasound, magnetic fields, visible light and radio waves. 56 

(18) (21)  “Medical imaging licensee” means a person other than a licensed physician or a limited X-ray machine operator 57 
who holds a valid license and operates medical imaging equipment for diagnostic or therapeutic purposes under the 58 
supervision of a licensed physician. 59 

(19) (22)  “Medical imaging modality” means: 60 

(a) Diagnostic medical sonography and all its subspecialties; 61 

(b) Magnetic resonance imaging and all its subspecialties; 62 

(c) Nuclear medicine technology and all its subspecialties; 63 

(d) Radiation therapy and all its subspecialties; or 64 

(e) Radiography and all its subspecialties. 65 

(20) (23)  “Nuclear medicine technology” means the specialized equipment that measures radiation emitted by 66 
radionuclides, including counters and cameras that form medical images for interpretation by a physician, or assists in 67 
therapeutic use of radionuclides. 68 

(20) (24) “Physician Assistant” means a person who is licensed in accordance with ORS 677.505 to 677.525.   69 

(21) (25)  “Radiographer” means a person other than a licensed physician who performs a comprehensive set of diagnostic 70 
radiographic procedures under the supervision of a licensed physician using external ionizing radiation to produce 71 
radiographic, fluoroscopic or digital images. 72 
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(22) (26) “Radiography” means the use of ionizing radiation to produce radiographic, fluoroscopic or digital images of 73 
human anatomy for diagnostic purposes. 74 

(23) (27) “Radiologist” means a person licensed to practice medicine in the State of Oregon who is certified by or board 75 
eligible for certification by the American Board of Radiology, the American Osteopathic Association, the Royal College of 76 
Radiologists or the Royal College of Physicians and Surgeons of Canada. 77 

(24) (28) “Student” means an individual enrolled in: 78 

(a) An approved school, college or university academic training program in medical imaging; or 79 

(b) A limited X-ray machine operator course of study. 80 

(25) (29) “Supervision” means the act of monitoring and reviewing the performance of medical imaging licensees or 81 
limited X-ray machine operators through regular inspections of work produced, regardless of whether the supervising 82 
individual is continuously physically present during the [performance] use of medical imaging equipment or X-ray 83 
equipment. 84 

(26) (30) "Positioning" is the act of placing the patient in the standard or appropriate position for a medical imaging 85 
examination or radiation therapy based on the medical condition of patient. 86 

 87 

337-010-0026 88 

LXMO Permit Renewal 89 

(1) LXMO permit Permit holders must submit evidence of continuing education at the time they file an application for 90 
license renewal. An initial permanent LXMO permit that is prorated for a period of less than 24 months includes the 91 
requirement of an average of one hour of continuing education per month, depending on the number of anatomic areas in a 92 
limited permit.  93 

(2) LXMO permit Permit holders must obtain a minimum of continuing education hours according to the following 94 
schedule:  95 

(a) One to three LXMO anatomic areas: 9 hours per year.  96 

(b) Four or more LXMO anatomic areas: 12 hours per year.  97 

(c) Fluoroscopy permit: Six hours per year, including three hours related to radiation use and safety, and three hours related 98 
to the practice of fluoroscopy.   99 

(3) The Board may require LXMO permit holders to produce documents verifying continuing education activities for 100 
purposes of an audit by the Board. LXMO permit Permit holders are required to retain verification documents for a period 101 
of two years following the renewal date. At any time during that two years the Board may require LXMO permit holders to 102 
produce those documents for purposes of an audit by the Board.  103 

(4) Verification Documents for LXMO Renewal Applicants include:  104 

(a) A completed OBMI worksheet, listing all continuing education activities performed during the immediately preceding 105 
licensing period.  106 

(b) All renewal applicants are subject to audit of their Continuing Education hours by the Board.  107 
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(5) Acceptable Types of Continuing Education Activities:  108 

(a) Any independent reading, video or audiocassette must include a pre-approved post-test to be acceptable for meeting 109 
OMBI’s continuing education requirements.  110 

(b) Acceptable forms of continuing education activities for LXMO permit holders (no maximum) include, with one hour of 111 
credit for each hour spent in the activity:  112 

(A) Attendance at meetings of professional organizations that are directly related appropriate to radiography the modality 113 
practiced by the permit holder (educational portions of the meetings only).  114 

(B) Directed reading of professional and scientific journals and newsletters related appropriate to radiography the modality 115 
practiced by the permit holder, listening to or viewing video recordings related appropriate to radiography the modality 116 
practiced by the permit holder, all of which include a post-test.  117 

(C) Symposia, workshops, lectures, refresher courses, correspondence courses, etc. pertaining appropriate to radiography 118 
the modality practiced by the permit holder.  119 

(D) In-service education when related appropriate to radiography the modality practiced by the permit holder.  120 

(E) A For LXMO permit holders, a minimum of one hour of education in one permit area is required per year and 2 hours 121 
of either radiation use and safety or radiographic technique is required per year.  122 

(6) LXMO permit renewal requirements following 24-month lapse:  123 

(a) A LXMO permit holder whose permit is expired for a period in excess of 24 continuous months must pass the ARRT 124 
examination in any specific anatomic area which is on their most recent expired permit and which they wish to be 125 
reauthorized to practice in. All applicants under this paragraph, except bone densitometry applicants, must also pass the 126 
CORE examination.  127 

(b) The application process and fee structure under this paragraph is the same as for first-time permanent permit applicants 128 
under OAR 337-010-0030. Time frame for passing the limited examination: the expired permit holder can re-test in any 129 
authorized area up to three times within one year from the date the applicant submits the first application to re-test. Passing 130 
score is 70 percent.  131 

(c) Passing the CORE exam and an anatomic area exam will result in reinstatement of a permit for that anatomic area.  132 

(d) For CORE or any anatomic area exam not passed within the maximum time period, the applicant will need to follow the 133 
same procedures under OAR 337-010-0030 as a new permanent permit applicant.  134 

(e) Failure to pass CORE within the maximum time period will negate a passing grade on any anatomic area exams taken in 135 
accordance with this paragraph.  136 

(f) Under this paragraph, limited permit holders who received their permits under the pre-2007 radiographic positioning can 137 
only be reinstated to practice using the current Board-approved radiographic positions, as follows: [Table not included. See 138 
ED. NOTE.] 139 

 (7) Fluoroscopy permit renewal requirements: 140 

(a) To renew a fluoroscopy permit, a person must:   141 

(A) Possess a current unexpired physician assistant license in good standing from the Oregon medical board indicating 142 
active, locum tenens, or military/public health active registration;   143 
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(B) Complete and submit a permit application to the board of medical imaging, in the form and manner specified by the 144 
board of medical imaging;  145 

(C) Provide documentation, as specified by the board, of completed continuing education requirements; 146 

(D) Pays the nonrefundable permit fee established by the board of medical imaging; and 147 

(E) Submit to a criminal background check as specified by the board of medical imaging.   148 

(b) For a fluoroscopy permit applicant whose permit has been expired for 24 continuous months, the applicant must follow 149 
all the steps in Paragraph (1) plus provide documentation of having passed, within the previous 12 months, the ARRT 150 
fluoroscopy examination with a minimum scaled score of 75.  151 

[ED. NOTE: Tables referenced are available from the agency.] 152 

Stat. Auth.: ORS 688.555(1)  153 
Stats. Implemented: ORS 688.445 & 688.505  154 
Hist.: BRT 1-2010, f. & cert. ef. 6-15-10; BMI 2-2013, f. 7-26-13, cert. ef. 1-1-14 155 

337-010-0033 156 
 157 
Flouroscopy Permits for Physician Assistants 158 

(a) Process to enroll for the fluoroscopy examination:  Applicants for Limited Fluoroscopy Permits must submit to the 159 
board office a completed OBMI examination application form to enroll the applicant to sit for the fluoroscopy 160 
examination offered by the American Registry of Radiologic Technologists (ARRT).  The examination application 161 
must be accompanied by: 162 
(A) Certification of successful completion of the didactic component of the latest version of the Fluoroscopy 163 

Educational Framework for the Physician Assistant, a program that was developed through collaboration of the 164 
American Academy of Physician Assistants and the American Society of Radiologic Technologists.   165 

(B) Documentation of full completion of the clinical component of the Fluoroscopy Educational Framework for the 166 
Physician Assistant, including the: 167 

i. Fluoroscopic device orientation check-off; and 168 
ii. Clinical experience documentation form.   While the PA  is completing the clinical experience 169 

educational component, a permit from OBMI is not required and the  PA must have the evaluator in the 170 
room to personally supervise and evaluate the clinical training.  Supervision and evaluation must be 171 
provided by either the PA’s supervising physician, or by a licensed radiologist, licensed radiographer or 172 
medical physicist.  Supervision during this clinical component must be personally provided (in the room) 173 
during all clinical procedures.  174 

(C) Copy of current physician assistant license in good standing from the Oregon Medical Board; the certificate must 175 
indicate active, locum tenens, or military/public health active registration.   176 

(D) The examination fee, which is $20 combined with an examination fee set by the ARRT.   177 
 178 

(b) Upon submission of the complete application and fee, the OBMI will register the examination applicant with the 179 
ARRT. 180 

(c) The applicant can sit for the examination up to three times.  An applicant who fails three times to earn a minimum 181 
scaled score of 75 on the ARRT fluoroscopy exam is required to confirm that they have completed the didactic and 182 
clinical components again, in order to re-apply to sit for the examination.   183 

(d) Persons whose examination applications and fees are properly submitted to the OBMI are designated as “applicants” 184 
and are the only persons authorized by the board to submit an application to the board to sit for the fluoroscopy 185 
examination.  Applicant status expires upon the earlier of: 186 
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(A) one year from date of successful completion of the didactic component of the educational framework, as reflected 187 
on the certificate indicating a passing score on the post-test;  188 

(B) immediately upon failure of the third attempt to earn a minimum scaled score of 75 within the one-year period, or  189 
(C) Immediately upon passage of the ARRT fluoroscopy examination, based upon a minimum scaled score of 75.   190 

(e) The examination will be administered at computer-based testing sites identified by the ARRT.  The applicant is subject 191 
to the rules regarding test administration at the testing site. 192 

(f) The application fee for the examination is non-refundable.   193 
(g) Fluoroscopy permit.  To obtain a fluoroscopy permit, a person must:   194 

(A) Possess a current unexpired physician assistant license in good standing from the Oregon medical board indicating 195 
active, locum tenens, or military/public health active registration;   196 

(B) Have provided documentation of successful completion of the didactic and clinical components of the fluoroscopy 197 
educational framework developed jointly by the ASRT and the AAPA; 198 

(C) Pass the ARRT fluoroscopy examination with a minimum scaled score of 75; 199 
(D) Complete and submit a permit application to the board of medical imaging, in the form and manner specified by 200 

the board of medical imaging;  201 
(E) Pays the nonrefundable permit fee established by the board of medical imaging; and 202 
(F) Submit to a criminal background check as specified by the board of medical imaging.   203 

(h) Supervision during fluoroscopy:  A physician assistant with a valid fluoroscopy permit may practice fluoroscopy only 204 
if: 205 
(A) The supervising physician with whom the physician assistant has entered into a practice agreement is in the room 206 

where the fluoroscopic procedure  is taking place at the time that the procedure is taking place; or 207 
(B) The supervising physician with whom the physician assistant has entered into a practice agreement is in the 208 

building where the fluoroscopic procedure is taking place at the time that the procedure is taking place and a 209 
medical imaging licensee who specializes in the medical imaging modality of radiography is in the room where the 210 
procedure is taking place at the time that the procedure is taking place.   211 

337-020-0015 212 

Timely Renewal of Medical Imaging Licenses and LXMO Permits -- Permanent 213 

(1) Before the expiration date of a license or LXMO permit, the Board will, as a courtesy, mail or email notice for renewal 214 
of license LXMO or permit to the last address on file in the Board's records to every person holding a current license or 215 
LXMO permit. 216 

(2) An applicant for renewal of a license or LXMO permit must accurately complete the renewal form and pay the 217 
applicable licensing fee. 218 

(3) An OBMI license or permit renewal application must be received by OBMI 30 days before a license or permit expires. 219 

(4) A license or permit expires biennially on the first day of the birth month of the licensee. 220 

(5) No person is allowed to practice after a license or permit expires. 221 

(6) No applicant for initial or renewal licensure may practice medical imaging until s/he has received a certificate of 222 
licensure, either a license or a limited LXMO permit, from the Board. 223 

(7) No person who has allowed his or her license or LXMO permit to expire may practice medical imaging until s/he has 224 
renewed or reinstated a license or LXMO permit and has received a certificate of licensure from the Board. 225 

 226 

337-020-0040 227 
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Requirements for Prorating of Fees 228 

License and LXMO permit renewal fees will be prorated only if the applicant can demonstrate to the Board that (s)he did 229 
not practice medical imaging in Oregon during the time the license or LXMO permit was expired. 230 

 231 

337-021-0020 232 

Fee for a Delinquent Renewal 233 

An additional $25 delinquent fee must accompany license or LXMO permit renewals not postmarked by the last day of the 234 
month that the license or permit expires. 235 

 236 

337-021-0049 237 

Fee for a Fluoroscopy Permit 238 

The fee for a fluoroscopy initial or renewal permit is $5 per month. 239 

 240 

337-021-0070 241 

Application Fees Non-Refundable 242 

The application fee for an initial license or initial LXMO permit or LXMO Permit Examination application fee is non-243 
refundable. 244 

 245 

337-030-0010 246 

Imposition of Civil Penalties 247 

(1) When a civil penalty is imposed it does not preclude the imposition of any other disciplinary sanction against the 248 
licensee or permittee. 249 

(2) The civil penalty shall be payable to the Board by cash, cashiers check, or money order. 250 

(3) Civil penalties shall be imposed per violation according to the following schedule in the absence of a finding of 251 
aggravating or mitigating circumstances: 252 

(a) Practicing medical imaging without a current Oregon license or permit due to nonpayment of fees: 253 

(A) Date license becomes void to six months, $100; 254 

(B) Six months to twelve months, $200; 255 

(C) One year to two years, $500; 256 
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(D) Two years and up, $1,000. 257 

(b) Practicing medical imaging without a current Oregon license or permit, not related to nonpayment of fee - $1,000; 258 

(c) Unprofessional conduct by a licensee or permittee - $1,000; 259 

(d) Violation of ORS 688.405 to 688.605 or any rule of the Board of Medical Imaging unless otherwise provided in this 260 
schedule, $1,000; 261 

(e) Gross negligence in the practice of medical imaging, $1,000; 262 

(f) Employing an individual to practice medical imaging when the individual does not have a current, valid Oregon license 263 
or permit, $1,000; 264 

(g) Making a false statement to the Board, $500; 265 

(h) Practicing medical imaging outside the scope for which the license or permit is issued, $500; 266 

(i) Obtaining or attempting to obtain a license or permit or a renewal of a license or permit by false representation, $500; 267 

(j) Purporting to be a licensee or permittee when the person does not hold a valid license or permit, $1,000; 268 

(k) Practice medical imaging under a false or assumed name, $500; 269 

(l) Conviction of a crime where such crime bears a demonstrable relationship to the practice of medical imaging, $1,000; 270 

(m) Has undertaken to act as a medical imaging licensee independently of the supervision of a practitioner licensed by the 271 
State of Oregon to practice one of the healing arts, $1,000. 272 

(n) Employing or allowing an individual to practice medical imaging outside the scope of the license or LXMO permit, 273 
$1,000; 274 

(4) The Board must report to the appropriate credentialing organizations all Board disciplinary actions and all cases where 275 
the Board issues a conditional license. 276 


