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Unlicensed tax preparers break law; defraud taxpayers 
 

Unlicensed income-tax preparers often target people looking for bargains and big refunds, 
according to Ron Wagner, Director of the Oregon Board of Tax – and that can include the 
elderly, college students and non-English-speaking residents. 
 
“Unlicensed tax practitioners commonly invent deductions and manipulate numbers to get 
clients bigger refunds than the law allows,” said Wagner. “When they’re caught, all the 
returns they’ve prepared are audited, and the taxpayers who used their services can find 
themselves repaying years’ worth of back taxes and refunds, interest and penalties.” 
 
“Taxpayers open themselves up for identity theft when they give their Social Security 
numbers and personal financial information to unlicensed tax practitioners,” said Wagner. 
“You should always make sure that anyone you pay to do your taxes signs your return 
and lists their license number.” 
 
Taxpayers can avoid such troubles by ensuring that their tax practitioner is licensed, as 
required by Oregon law. Licenses must be displayed in tax practitioners’ places of 
business. If the license is not posted, or to make sure a license is valid, visit the Licensee 
Look-Up on the Oregon Board of Tax Practitioners Web site, www.oregon.gov/OTPB, or 
call the Board, 503-378-4034. 
 
The Oregon Board of Tax Practitioners accepts and follows up on complaints about 
unlicensed income-tax preparers and consultants. 
 
In addition to tax preparers and consultants, others are legally authorized to prepare taxes 
for compensation: 

http://www.oregon.gov/cgi-bin/tax.cgi
http://www.oregon.gov/cgi-bin/tax.cgi
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• CPAs or public accountants and their employees overseen by the Oregon Board of 
Accountancy 

• Lawyers and their employees 
 
Anyone may prepare another’s taxes at no charge. 
 
There are about 4,000 tax preparers and tax consultants in Oregon licensed by the 
Oregon Board of Tax Practitioners, which has played a role in consumer protection since 
its creation in 1973 by the state legislature. The Board is funded by licensee fees and 
services; it is not a General Fund agency. 
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