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OCAPIA Minutes 
Wednesday, March 16, 2016, 9:30 AM - 12 PM 

Oregon State Bar, Sandy Room 
16037 SW Upper Boone's Ferry Road, Tigard, OR 97224 

 
 
ATTENDANCE 
Chair:   Mari Watanabe 
Vice Chair:  David Yuen Tam (phone) 
Commissioners: Hussein al-Baiaty, Kathleen Jonathan (phone), Ping Khaw, Bennie Moses-

Mesubed (phone), Chanpone Sinlapasai-Okamura, Senator Dembrow 
(phone) 

Absent:  Stephen Ying, Representative Whisnant  
Guests: Lorena Garcia, Oregon Department of Corrections; Markisha Smith, 

Oregon Department of Education; Amber Hollister, Oregon State Bar; 
Kyle Jansson, Oregon Heritage Commission 

Staff:   Lucy Baker, Nancy Kramer 
 
 
I. Call to Order - The meeting was called order at 9:34am.   
 
II. Roll Call - Nancy called the roll. A quorum was established. 
  
III. A. Approval of January 2016 OCAPIA Minutes 

MOTION (Moses-Mesubed/Sinlapasai): To approve the minutes as written. CARRIED. 
 

B. Approval of Agenda – The agenda was approved by common consent. 
  

IV. Old Business 
A. Committee work 

The Commission members broke into committee groups for discussion and report back.   
 
a. Civic Engagement Committee - Mari, Chanpone, David, Ping, Nancy  
Commissioner Sinlapasai provided an overview of the DOJ Victims of Crime Act 
Committee and California's SB 674 which, along with such a bill in NY, is a model of 
legislation providing protections from scams and frauds for vulnerable people. The 
California Law took effect on January 1, 2016. It strengthens the VOCA and trafficking 
legislation under the Trafficking Victims Protection Act. There is a growing coalition 
nationally and locally with criminal defense associations, non-profit community partners 
for domestic violence, criminal justice and others.  
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The legislation enhances tools for prosecuting perpetrators targeting these vulnerable 
populations, including those covered in the Trafficking Victims Protection Act.  The 
legislation’s primary focus are three-fold: 

1. Assist victims of crime, without fear that legal status will be affected 
2. Enhance law enforcement training and tools 
3. Aligning State and Federal regulations 

 
For victims, they are protected by DAPA, with medical services and a driver’s license 
included in the services they receive. Oregon US Attorney’s Office convenes two groups 
called the Immigrants Crime Subcommittee and Foreign Born Victims of Crime 
Committee.  If a victim collaborates with law enforcement, law enforcement is obligated 
to verify that the individual is designated as a victim under the pertinent laws.  
 
Terry Compos or Meg Garvin from Lewis & Clark Law School; Bill Bradley DA; judges; 
and the Director of DHS would be key to this conversation in Oregon.  Chanpone will 
connect with Aaron Knott at DOJ about it. She would also like to reach out to OCHA, 
OCFW and OCBA to engage their thinking and support. 

 
On April 18 DAPA is being argued before the US Supreme Court. Following that ruling, 
Chanpone would like to do a training on what has changed on immigration for business. 
She would like to engage a panel of experts as part of the discussion in the training. 
Immigration is now global. The Portland Business Alliance (PBA) could possibly be a 
sponsor.  

 
Commissioner Tam suggested that Bonnie Souza, an ACLU attorney, might be a good 
panelist. She is hosting a focus group on Asian Americans in Eugene and the problems 
they face.  

 
Chair Watanabe reported that she had spoken to Sen. Dembrow about their long standing 
interest in highly trained immigrants in professional fields who are not able to work in 
those fields as US citizens due to training and licensing requirements. She is concerned 
that H1 Visas allow for international students to earn degrees here but then are not 
allowed to work legally. She has met a number of internationally trained doctors and 
dentists who end up with minimum wage jobs when they move to the US because of such 
restrictions. She is interested in this as a potential OCAPIA public research project.  PBA 
has been conducting interviews and learned this is a huge issue.  
 
Chanpone agreed and noted that Catholic Charities, IRCO and the Asian Family Center 
have all heard about the large negative effect of these barriers to immigrant communities.   
It would be very helpful if OCAPIA and its partners study and recommend change in 
policy on the state and federal level. The White House Initiative on Asian Americans and 
Pacific Islanders (WHIAAPI) could be involved at the federal level of the issue. Subject 
matter experts would be needed to conduct the research and advocacy.  Mari will 
approach Courtney Chappell at WHIAPPI and ask if they are also aware of this issue.   
Chanpone will soon be attending the NW Immigrant Conference, Region X, and will see 
if there are organizations interested in partnering on this subject. 

 
The committee discussed the actions of the Washington County Deputy DA who posted 
comments about the benefit of racial profiling at her Facebook page.  It sparked an 
outpouring of letters from community partners including APANO, CIO, and IRCO which 
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sent a letter to US Attorney's office and Muslim Education Trust about it. Commissioner 
Sinlapasai requested that OCAPIA also join the protest with a letter, possibly jointly with 
the other OAC’s. There was mention of possibly writing a letter for the Oregon State Bar 
bulletin as well. 

 
1. WHIAAPI Roundtable debrief, Eugene  

Vice Chair Tam reported that the White House Initiative on Asian American Pacific 
Islanders Eugene event was well-attended and had great discussion and connections 
for community and a number of key federal agencies.  Sixty people attended, 
mostly from the Eugene area and some from Portland’s AAPI communities. Federal 
agencies’ staff led discussion groups in Public Safety, Small Business, Social 
Security, and healthcare.  The Regional Director for WHIAAPI, Courtney Chappell, 
and Serena Stoudamire Wesley, Director of Equity and Community Engagement at 
the Oregon office of Governor Kate Brown, attended.  

 
b. Education Committee – Bennie, Hussein, Kathleen, Markisha and Lucy 

1. Oregon Studies: Oregon Department of Education - Dr. Markisha Smith reported on 
the progress of ODE in implementing SB 739, to assure diverse Oregon Studies 
curricula on Oregon history. In 2013 session, SB 739 passed and funding was 
allocated to initiate a review of sources, including the Advocacy Commissions, to 
infuse diverse history into Oregon studies grade school curricula. Many 
contributions regarding communities of color and their contributions across Oregon 
were shared with ODE during the funding period and Dr. Smith is always looking 
for more.   
 
While funding ended for the project, ODE is committed to continuing the work. 
They have connected with the National Council for the Social Studies which has 
applicable standards that can be used by schools to increase diversity in history 
teaching. The leadership at the ODE agrees that equity and diversity needs to be a 
part of ODE’s history curricula. ODE developed a web site of diverse resources in 
2015 and will work with Social Studies educators to assure they are comfortable 
using them in the classroom.  See it at 
http://www.ode.state.or.us/search/page/?id=4222 
 
Chair Watanabe noted that OCAPIA gave Andrea Morgan of ODE a list of resources 
for Japanese and Chinese historical contributions in Oregon including a curriculum 
already developed, but they are not visible at the website. Markisha will ask Andrea 
if she has them and will follow up with Mari about it. Lucy will resend the list of 
resources available that OCAPIA sent to Andrea years ago. 
 
Dr. Smith thanked OCAPIA for reaching out to the Dept. of Education to follow up 
on inclusive Oregon Studies. She is looking ahead to next steps which include a 
discussion of Social Studies standards and would like OCAPIA’s Education 
Committee to be involved.  

 
2. Asian American and Native American Pacific Islander-Serving Institutions 

(AANAPISI): The Education Committee discussed bringing AANAPISI funding to 
Oregon, and coordinating a meeting with state and local partners and federal resource 
people to build a coalition of interested schools, statisticians, student groups and 
resource folk. The meeting will be on April 18th. Challenges to AANAPISI funding 

http://www.ode.state.or.us/search/page/?id=4222
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include the requirement for designated schools to have 10% or more API student 
body. The Oregon Higher Education Coordinating Commissions (HECC) is 
compiling statistics and having info base ready for a discussion at the OCAPIA 
Education Committee. 
May Lukens, who is the AANAPISI coordinator for Community Colleges in 
Washington State, is willing to contribute to the discussion with Oregon community 
and state partners and interested schools. She will also connect Oregon partners with 
her contacts and US Dept of Education experts. She will coordinate with the OCAPIA 
Education Committee and Lucy to organize this discussion. 

 
3. The OCAPIA health committee is still forming and did not report. 

 
B. OCAPIA Fundraising: Commissioner Khaw reported that Peggy Nagae has agreed to be the 

keynote speaker at the event. Her availability is at the end of May or the end of June. Ping will 
coordinate with the event space, aiming for a Thursday if possible. She is preparing the budget 
of the event. Space rental is $135, plus security and AV totals $300.  She suggests $50 per 
person for tickets. The event space holds 200 people. Ping will coordinate a meeting with the 
committee: Lucy, Liani, Carol, Luis (from Chanpone's office), Hussein, Ping and Kathleen. 
 

V. New Business 
A. Legislative discussion  
1. Ratification of OCAPIA e-votes in support of testimony for the following bills: 

i. SB 1533A – Inclusionary Zoning 
ii. SB 1564 – English Language Learner Granular Data 
iii. HB 4009 – Minoru Yasui Day 
iv. HB 4017 – Basic Health Plan 
v. HB 4036 – Clean Energy & Community Solar Panels 
vi. HB 4128 – Notario Fraud 
 

MOTION (Sinlapasai/Khaw): To ratify the electronic votes of the OCAPIA to support the 
bills as read into the record.  CARRIED. 

 
Senator Dembrow reported on legislative session, noting several key legislative efforts.  The 
COFA bill passed which provides health care for COFA residents and Raise the Minimum 
Wage passed as well.  The Clean Energy bill passed, moving Oregon away from coal to 
renewable sources, and retained some benefits to low-income and communities of 
color regarding solar energy.  The Oregon Health Plan was also expanded during legislative 
session to cover all children in Oregon. Money allocated for this purpose will require 
legislative action in 2017. If OCAPIA remains supportive of this, it should be on their list of 
priorities for 2017. 

 
Senator Dembrow and the Commissioners noted that having Ty’s staff support during short 
session was very effective and they also thanked him for his weekly legislative updates for 
all interested commissioners. 

 
2. Legislative discussion/priorities for 2017 session: 

The Commission discussed emerging areas of potential legislative interest for long session 
including: 
• Removing barriers to recertification for immigrant professionals.  Sen. Dembrow noted 

that this subject is on the agenda of a national task force on immigration on which he 
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serves.  It is meeting in June.  Sen. Dembrow will also add this subject to the Oregon 
Senate Committee on Workforce to get a clearer picture of what barriers immigrants 
face.  Once individual migrate to the US, it is expected that they will have jobs and be 
able to support themselves in 6 months which is not usually the case for many reasons. 
Discussion followed.   

 
B. Asian Pacific American Heritage Month proclamation signing 

1. Review of proclamation wording: Nancy will shared it with the Commissioners for 
suggested edits or additions.  She will also work with Chair Watanabe to provide 
suggested talking points for the Governor. 

2. Speakers:  The Commissioners has several ideas for speakers at the event: 
Honorable Lynn Nakamoto - Chanpone will reach out to her. 
Leslie Ishii from CAATA - Mari will invite her to attend.  
Artists/Authors: Dmae Roberts or Wynee Hu.  

3. Invitation list – Nancy will compile a list of invitees, send it to Commissioners and reach 
out to APANO for assistance to email invitations to the event. RACC and/or Oregon Arts 
Commission will also be invited. 

 
C. Request for sponsorship from AAYLC (Asian American Youth Leadership Conference) – 

The request was for $2,000. Brings 500 API students in by bus to Concordia University 
(donated space). Positive feedback from students. 
 
MOTION (Sinlapasai/Tam): To approve an AAYLC sponsorship at $500. CARRIED. 
 
Nancy will let AAYLC know of the OCAPIA sponsorship of their conference. 

 
D. CAATA Conference (Consortium of Asian American Theaters & Artists)  

Commissioner Sinlapasai and Chair Watanabe reported on OCAPIA’s support of the 
CAATA event October 1 - 8 in Ashland at Oregon Shakespeare Festival (OSF).  The 
Commission is a partner in CAATA’s competitive grant proposal in support of the 
conference being held in Ashland. The conference will focus on AAPI playwrights, actors 
and community outreach to bring the Oregon AAPI community to Ashland. A community 
meeting will be held on social justice advocacy work through the arts, with the goal of wide 
attendance statewide and nationally. 
During the conference plays will focus on and celebrate the lives of the AAPI community.  A 
list plays will be released in the coming months. All communities of color are especially 
welcome.  The organizers hope to offer sliding scales of cost for theater tickets. Members of 
the organizing team will be coming to Oregon to help with outreach including Freda at OSF.   

 
E. Letter to Washington County District Attorney’s Office and Oregon State Bar  

Commissioner Sinlapasai led a discussion about the pro-profiling comments made by the  
Washington County Deputy DA which include derogatory statements about Muslims, 
Communities of color and White communities on her personal Facebook account. The 
Muslim Education Trust followed up with a meeting with the DA's office about the 
comments and a number of community groups are deeply concerned about the quality of 
justice they could expect from this public official. 
 
Chanpone introduced Amber Hollister, the Oregon State Bar's (OSB) General Counsel, who 
has worked with OCAPIA before, recently on Notario Fraud. Ms. Hollister reported that 
currently there have been no complaints received about the actions of the Deputy DA at the 
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OSB. One of the functions of the OSB is to investigate complaints about Oregon attorneys 
and to issue citations and disciplinary actions for misconduct. 
 
Following discussion, OCAPIA agreed that it wishes to address the issue of the remarks and 
behavior. This will take the form of a letter to the Washington County DA or a letter of 
complaint to the OSB or to the editor of the Bar Bulletin. Commissioner Sinlapasai will also 
reach out to the other Advocacy Commissions to help craft a joint letter if that is of interest to 
them.   

 
VI. Report of the Administrator  
A. Financial Report – Lucy reported that during 2016 legislative session, the Joint Ways and 

Means committee took action to help balance the salary budgets for each state agency against 
agreements with state Unions and other adjustments to salaries since the biennial budget 
passed last June.   Lucy will send an updated OACO budget projection in April that will 
reflect the additional funds in the OACO salary budget.   She expects all deficit in that part of 
the budget will be made whole by this legislative action. 

  
VII. Items from Commission Members 

Commissioner Sinlapasai noted that the Victims of Crime act will provide some needed 
protections for immigrants who are victims of fraud and other forms of abuse.   She will keep 
the Commission updated about the effect of this law. 
 
Chair Watanabe reminded Commissioners that the Minoru Yasui March for Justice is on 
Monday, March 28th, 4:30pm, and starts at the Oregon Nikkei Legacy Center, 121 NW 2nd 
Avenue in Portland. 

  
VIII. Public Comment - Kyle Jansson, Oregon Heritage Commission (OHC), addressed the 

Commission.  He discussed the statutory wording of the OHC which includes its role as a 
coordinator of Asian American Heritage celebrations. Mr. Jansson noted that the OHC has 
not focused on this activity and have considered removing it from the OHC statute in an 
amendment. After discussion, the OCAPIA suggested and Mr. Jansson agreed that the 
OCAPIA and OHC collaborate on making AAPI Heritage Month proclamation and other 
celebrations better known and provide historical resources on the contribution of AAPIs in 
Oregon. The collaboration will begin at the AAPI Heritage Month Proclamation signing 
event in the Governor’s Ceremonial Room. OHC will invite community members 
representative of AAPI history in Oregon. Nancy will also add the OHC to OCAPIA’s email 
list of API events. 

 
IX. Adjourn - The meeting was adjourned by common consent at 12:11pm. 
 
Next meeting:  Wednesday, May 18th, 2015, 9:30am – 12pm, Oregon State Bar 
 


