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OCAPIA Minutes 

Wednesday, March 18, 2015, 9:30 AM - 12 PM 

Oregon State Bar, Sandy Room 

16037 SW Upper Boone's Ferry Road, Tigard, OR 97224 

 

ATTENDANCE: 

Chair:   Stephen Ying 

Vice Chair:  Mari Watanabe 

Commissioners: Ping Khaw-Sutherland, Joseph Santos-Lyons, Michelle Vlach-Ing 

(phone), Senator Dembrow 

Staff:   Lucy Baker, Nancy Kramer 

Guests: Akil Vohra, White House Initiative on Asian Americans and Pacific 

Islanders (WHIAAPI)(phone); Felicia Bechtoldt, intern 

 

I. Call to Order 

The meeting was called to order at 9:38am. 

 

II. Roll Call - A quorum was established. 

 

III. A. Approval of January 2015 OCAPIA Minutes 
MOTION (Santos-Lyons/Watanabe): To approve minutes as written. CARRIED. 

 

B. Approval of Agenda 

The agenda was approved by common consent. 

 

IV. Invited Speaker: Akil Vohra, Senior Advisor, U.S. Dept of Education, White House Initiative 

on Asian Americans and Pacific Islanders (WHIAAPI) - Introduction to the Asian American 

and Native American Pacific Islander-Serving Institution (AANAPISI) Program 

  

Akil thanked the OCAPIA for the invitation to talk about the AANAPISI program. He 

explained some of the history of the grants and the application process. The grants are open to 

private and public college and universities. In order to be an eligible school, it must have at 

least 10% API student population. Pacific University qualifies with an API rate of 16%. Akil 

suspects there are other institutions meeting the 10% minimum API population in Oregon who 

can receive grants. The institution will need to prove their eligibility each year. Laura Aguon 

found a list of AANAPISI-eligible schools that the OACO will send to OCAPIA. Akil will 

send his 2014 Congressional list of eligible Oregon schools to Laura, Lucy & Nancy. 

 

The funds can be used for many things but not direct scholarships.  One institution used the 

grant to provide small group cohorts of API students the opportunity to work together on 

different projects, and to develop a training program for teachers to increase their effectiveness 

when working with the Vietnamese student population, which was very big. 
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There are 10 awards of $300,000/year for a 5-year period. As soon as an institution is eligible it 

can apply for other funds from other agencies like DOJ or DHS. Commissioner Santos-Lyons 

will reach out to PSU, and maybe PCC. There is a Hispanic-serving institutions program also 

and the threshold is 25% of the students must be of Hispanic descent. For institutions with 

above threshold populations for APIs and Hispanics, there may be some legal issues about 

which grant they can pursue. OCAPIA will help support/facilitate this process for Oregon's 

schools. The Education Committee will meet after Akil provides contacts for institutions who 

have already qualified as AANAPISIs and can coach OCAPIA on best practices for applying. 

 

Akil noted that Tuesday, May 12th is a celebration of the AAPI community and delve into 

issues of concern to AAPIs and cabinet level secretaries who will be present to present updates. 

 

V. Old Business 

A. Review and update committee  

1. Civic Engagement Committee – Commissioner Santos Lyons reported on the Motor Voter 

bill (HB 2177) which has now passed and is signed by the Governor will gradually register 

50% of Oregonians who are still unregistered voters. Potentially 30K more APIs will be 

registered for the next election. OCAPIA will provide a congratulatory note to the 

legislators who supported the Motor Voter bill. Commissioner Santos-Lyons will provide 

the information. He asked Lucy to email him about this.  

 

Commissioner Santos Lyons also reported on the New American Voter Project will 

continue.. OCAPIA will provide a letter of support for the NAVP program to continue at 

the naturalization ceremonies and encourage support by the staff at the ceremony. 

Commissioner Santos-Lyons has talking points to provide. OCAPIA can ask Governor 

Brown and the new SOS to write letters as well. Lucy was asked to invite OCHA and 

OCBA to support OCAPIA’s letter and will do so. 

 

USCIS has seen a rise in the number of people who need to be naturalized, and are 

expanding the program the naturalization ceremonies to 4 days a week (Monday through 

Thursday). 

 

Commissioner Watanabe reported that beginning in September the Portland Business 

Alliance (PBA) is offering a free Public Service Training program to teach people how to 

run for office in an effort to diversify leadership at the elected level. The PBA will reach 

out to communities of color in particular although the program is open to all who are 

interested in civic engagement work. It is a competitive application process that will accept 

no more than 20 people. Mari will email information about the program and asked 

OCAPIA to circulate it among their networks.  

 

PBA is also offering free consulting for businesses. Mari will forward the information 

when she has it and Laura will post something on FB. Mari will ask for info and forward it. 

 

Many people who receive the form for voter registration and complete it may inadvertently 

commit a crime, regarding whether or not they are a citizen. North Carolina conducted an 

audit of every voter card that was marked as not being a citizen and 98% who checked "no" 

were actually a citizen. Representative Gallegos' office passed legislation for the Task 

Force on Minority Language Voting Materials to be created, and it recently issued a report. 

https://www.oregonlegislature.gov/citizen_engagement/Reports/TaskForceMinorityLanguageVotingMaterials_1-22-15.pdf
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2. Education Committee 

Lucy reported on the work of the Education Committee with OEIB on Policy Briefs – 

Commissioner Kathleen Jonathan, on OCAPIA’s Education Committee, is a member of the 

team for this internship Education (OCHA also has a Commissioner on this team). 

Kathleen would like OACO to distribute the newest policy brief on Chronic Absenteeism 

to OCAPIA and solicit feedback. 

 

B. OCAPIA Fundraising – Ping & Lucy 

OCAPIA’s fundraiser will be late July or early August. There was a brief discussion about 

synching up with the WHIAAPI roundtable but it was decided to keep the events separate. 

Former OCAPIA Chair Liani Reeves was suggested as a speaker for the fundraiser.  

 

C. Approving potential bills of interest to OCAPIA in strategic areas 

Commissioners reviewed a spreadsheet of bills being tracked, supported and/or monitored 

by the OACs partners. It was agreed amongst Commissioners that ELL legislation is a 

priority. They reviewed all the bills and narrowed it down to approximately 20 bills of 

interest, some of which they have already provided testimony. 

 

There was discussion about what criteria OCAPIA would use to prioritize their bills of 

interest. Suggestions were made to develop tiers of support, with a top tier involving 

OCAPIA testimony and a lower tier would mean putting OCAPIA's name on it. They 

agreed it was important to focus on OCAPIA’s mission and endorse bills (rather than 

oppose). It is also important for commissioners to speak up if a proposed bill for e-voting is 

not of interest.  

 

Senator Dembrow spoke of emerging issues in a community, and the importance of the 

OACs requesting a hearing and then providing testimony.  He stressed that it is an 

important role for the OCAPIA to raise awareness about emerging issues.  He appreciates 

Commission interest in keeping ELL and education bills on top of this list. 

 

D. Recruitment of OCAPIA members 

The Commissioners had ideas for new OCAPIA Commissioners: 

 Mari met with Joe Enlet, a Chuukese pastor who is also President of COFA alliance.  

 David Anatok, who is Marshallese.  

 Bennie Moses from La Grande works at Eastern Oregon University and is Palauan. 

 Anastasia Yu Meisner, a Willamette University graduate, is a conservator that Michelle 

knows. She will follow up with her. 

 David Tam from Eugene. 

 

The Commissioners are aware of the need for representation from India as well. 

 

Chanpone Sinlapasai was scheduled for her Senate confirmation hearing in February, but it 

was postponed so the new Governor could review the list of those to be confirmed. It is 

expected that this confirmation will be rescheduled for the near future. 

 

E. Biennial Report of the OCAPIA for the legislature - Ping asked everyone to submit their 

portions. Lucy would like to speak with Michelle regarding her submissions to the biennial 
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report. Lucy also has photos, charts and graphs to send to Ping. The OACO’s Joint Ways & 

Means hearing is 3/25 and ideally a draft of the biennial report should be posted to the 

OCAPIA website on Monday, 3/23. Ping also requested that Commissioners send her their 

updated bios. 

 

VI. New Business 
A. Ratification of e-vote for 2015 Legislative Session Bills supported by OCAPIA 

1. HB 2522 - Health Care for Pacific Islanders Legally Residing in the United States under 

a Compact of Free Association Treaty  

2. SB 454 - Requires All Employers to Implement Paid Sick Time for Employees  

3. HB 2005 - Requires All Employers to Implement Paid Sick Time for Employees  

4. HB 2205, Establishes Fund to End Commercial Sexual Exploitation of Children  

5. Resolution Urging Governor Kitzhaber to Commute Death Sentences before stepping 

down 

 

MOTION (Santos-Lyons/Watanabe): To ratify the e-vote support for these 5 bills as they 

were read into the record. CARRIED.  

 

B. WHIAAPI/Oregon Roundtable event – Stephen & Mari 

Vice Chair Watanabe attended the WHIAAPI’s Region X (Oregon, Washington, Idaho and 

Alaska) meeting in Seattle and requested a future meeting in Oregon that would focus on 

some of Oregon’s needs. In response, WHIAAPI is helping coordinate a meeting between 

the Oregon API community and federal agencies with offices in Oregon, to better 

understand services the federal agencies provide and improve contact with the API 

community members who can benefit from these services. In general APIs are underserved 

by these agencies.  

 

They would be willing to have two meetings: one in Portland or Salem and one in Eugene. 

Commissioner Santos-Lyons will assist with getting the word out about these roundtable 

meetings once dates and locations are set. The meetings will be in July 2015, possibly on 

consecutive days. Warner-Pacific College or the University of Portland are possible 

Portland-area venues, and Anselmo Villanueva may be useful in finding a Eugene venue. 

 

C. OCAPIA Sponsorship of Legislative Day w/APANO - Discussion of expenditure of 

General Fund for Advocacy. 

Lucy reported that there are projected to be General Funds remaining at the end of the 

biennium this June that may be approved for expenditure by OAC’s in furthering their 

mission and goals.  APANO has submitted a sponsorship request to the OCAPIA for 

$1,250 for OCAPIA’s sponsorship of its annual Legislative Day in Salem on April 13, 

2015. Activities for Legislative Day include advocating for an improved ESL program in 

Oregon schools, including system reform; lunch with the Governor including a discussion 

on Public Health; training on how a bill becomes a law, courtesies from the Senate and the 

House; and visits to at least 35 legislators. 

 

MOTION (Vlach-Ing/Watanabe): To approve APANO’s request for $1,250 from General 

Fund for Legislative Day. CARRIED. 

 

The Chinese American Community Alliance (CACA) will submit a request for sponsorship 

of the annual Asian American Youth Leadership Conference. The API Cultural Awareness 

http://www.oregon.gov/OAC/Pages/Advocacy.aspx
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Conference and COFA (Compact of Free Associations) are also interested in applying for 

the OCAPIA’s sponsorship. OCAPIA would also like new name badges with their names a 

little larger so they are easier to read. Lucy will develop a budget for spending OCAPIA’s 

allotment of General Fund including all the suggestions made above. Nancy will send the 

OCAPIA Sponsorship request form to all Commissioners so they can share it with 

interested organizations. The voter engagement project in Washington County will not 

apply for sponsorship until the next biennium. 

 

The Commissioners discussed Asian Pacific American Heritage month in May and would 

like to once again have a proclamation signing with the Governor’s participation and 

cultural performances.  

 

D. Discussion of Governor’s appointment for Office of Diversity & Inclusion 

As Frank Garcia has transitioned out of the Governor’s Office, Kendall Clawson has 

assumed the interim role of Director of Diversity and Inclusion in the Governor’s office. 

Commissioner Santos-Lyons noted the importance of the Office of D&I and would like the 

position of its Directors to remain a key part of the Governor’s staffing.  OCAPIA will send 

a letter of support requesting this position to be filled, and to serve as a collaborative liaison. 

The Chair and Vice Chair will meet with Kendall the week of the 23rd regarding meeting 

with the Governor. Lucy will contact Kendall about having a discussion with OAC 

Leadership about the D & I office. 

 

E. OCAPIA Letter of Support to City of Portland - Discussion of funding of diversity and 

leadership partners 

The City of Portland’s Diversity and Civic Leadership (DCL) program began 7 years ago, 

with the goal of connecting diverse communities with city government. The DCL program 

does not currently support a program for the API community, claiming the community is 

covered by the Immigrant and Refugee program. APANO‘s research shows that children of 

immigrants/refugees do not identify as such, and fall through the cracks. They are also 

concerned that the DCL program is perpetuating the Model Minority myth about APIs, 

when in fact many API cultural groups are doing poorly in school. Chair Ying will join 

Commissioner Santos-Lyons in a meeting with Mayor Hales on April 1st to discuss this. 

Stephen and Joseph will Requesting open process, public RFP for API DCL program. SY 

and MW will work on a letter of support from OCAPIA and Lucy will put it on letterhead 

and send to OCAPIA for their approval. 

 

F. Racial Impact statements for the 2015 Legislative Session - passed in 2013, being 

implemented now. AA bi-partisan request (one Dem, one Republican) can request a RIS for 

any proposed bill. CJC provides the data. OYA's report on racial breakdown of youth in 

education. 

 

VII. Report of the Administrator 

A. Update on OACO’s Joint Ways & Means Budget Hearing - Wednesday, 1pm on 3/25 

The Chairs will join Lucy at the hearing for budget bill HB 5001. The Chairs will cover the 

OAC’s progress in the 4 statutory charges. Representative Frederick will represent the joint 

legislators. The reclassification for Nancy’s position looks positive.  

 

VIII. Items from Commission Members 
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IX. Public Comment - Felicia Bechtholdt introduced herself. She speaks 5 languages and worked 

in Germany helping Syrian refugees receive financial aid and find opportunities for work. 

Human rights and social justice issues are her passion. 

 

APANO’s annual fundraiser, the Voices of Change event, will be on Thursday, May 7th, at the 

Furniture Store on SE 82nd and Division. All are welcome. 

 

X. Adjourn 

The meeting adjourned at 12:03pm. 


