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MINUTES 

Oregon Commission on Asian and Pacific Islander Affairs (OCAPIA) 

Wednesday, May 15, 2013 

10 AM - 12 PM 

800 NE Oregon St., Room 1D, Portland, OR 97232 

 

ATTENDEES: 

Chair:   Stephen Ying 

Vice Chair:  Mari Watanabe 

Commissioners: Jennifer Kleskie, Joseph Santos-Lyons, Michelle Vlach-Ing (phone) 

Guests: Cheryl Myers, Governor’s Office; Clifford Walker, NAACP; Dr. 

Toeutu Faaleava, Portland State University; Portland Public School’s 

English as Second Language Program Assistant Director, Veronica 

Magallanes and Program Administrator, Tou Meksavanh; Duncan 

Huang, APANO 

Staff:    Lucy Baker, Nancy Kramer 

 

 

I. Call to Order     

Meeting called to order at 10:09am. Quorum was established partway through the 

meeting. 

 

II. Review and Adoption of Agenda 

The agenda was approved by consent. 

 

III. Approval of Minutes from March 2013 OCAPIA Meeting 

Corrections: Page 1, Attendees, Commissioners: Note that Commissioner Santos-

Lyons attended by phone. 

  Page 1, I.: Remove “A quorum was not established.” 

 

MOTION (Santos-Lyons/Watanabe): To approve the minutes as amended. 

CARRIED. 

 

IV. Governor’s Office Report – Cheryl Myers 

Ms. Myers reported on the 2013 Annual Governor’s Marketplace event. Attendance 

was up and there were numerous attendees in business other than construction. This 

event will travel to 11 cities in Oregon, including rural locations. 

 

Minority Contracting: 

The certification process for Minority, Women and Emerging Small Business 

(MWESB) is moving to an online application. The classification of Veteran may be 

added to the certification options. 
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The Governor’s Office would like to track the number of certified subcontractors 

who work under a prime contractor. Currently this information is not reported. 

 

There is a one-year sheltered market pilot which limits the pool of contractors who 

can bid for services on contracts under $50,000, with Oregon’s Department of 

Administrative Service. There are plans to expand this program statewide.  

 

She thanked OCAPIA for its support of House Bill 2212 during the 2013 Legislative 

session, which raises the amount used to classify public procurement as small 

procurement under Public Contracting Code from maximum of $5,000 to maximum 

of $10,000. 

 

Kiva Zip Program 

First Lady Cylvia Hayes’ Prosperity Initiative is supporting the Kiva Zip program, 

which offers microloans at 0% interest. The public can lend their own money in 

amounts between $25 and $5,000. The recipient has anywhere from 12 to 24 months 

to re-pay the loan. 

 

Other items: 

Lucy Baker noted that the Commissions have a longstanding interest in federal 

stimulus funding tracking for contractors and would like to set up a separate meeting 

with Cheryl’s office on this.  

 

The Governor’s Office website now has complaint forms available if the public feels 

a certified firm is not meeting requirements: 

http://www.oregon.gov/gov/MWESB/Pages/Forms.aspx 

 

The Commissioners thanked Ms. Myers for her report. 

 

V. Old Business 

A. Ratification of Commissioner Kleskie’s request to host Walden Bello: 

MOTION (Kleskie/Watanabe): To ratify the electronic vote to approve hosting 

Walden Bello. CARRIED.  

 

B. Ratification of legislative positions of the OCAPIA: 

MOTION (Watanabe/Santos-Lyons): To ratify all legislative testimony from 

the list below. CARRIED. 

1. 1. HB 2134, Collection of Data on Race, Ethnicity, OCAPIA Testimony 
 

2. HB 2134A, Collection of Data on Race, Ethnicity, OCAPIA Testimony 

3. SB 5501, Funds the Oregon Advocacy Commissions Office, OCAPIA 

Testimony 

4. HB 3480, Bias Crime, Testimony (OCAPIA, OCBA, OCFW) 

5. HB 2212, Small State Procurement Contracting, Testimony (OCAPIA, 

OCHA) 

6. HB 2328, Oregon Advocacy Commissions to Meet Jointly Annually, OAC 

Testimony 

https://zip.kiva.org/
http://www.oregon.gov/gov/MWESB/Pages/Forms.aspx
http://www.oregon.gov/OAC/PDFs/HB_2134_OCAPIA_support.pdf
http://www.oregon.gov/OAC/PDFs/HB_2134_OCAPIA_support.pdf
http://www.oregon.gov/OAC/PDFs/HB%202134A%20OCAPIA%20Testimony.pdf
http://www.oregon.gov/OAC/PDFs/SB%205501%2c%20Written%20Testimony%202013%20OCAPIA%20Vice%20Chair.pdf
http://www.oregon.gov/OAC/PDFs/SB%205501%2c%20Written%20Testimony%202013%20OCAPIA%20Vice%20Chair.pdf
http://www.oregon.gov/OAC/PDFs/HB%203480%20OAC%20Testimony%20bias%20crime%20final.pdf
http://www.oregon.gov/OAC/PDFs/HB%202212%2c%20Small%20State%20Procurement%20Contracting.pdf
http://www.oregon.gov/OAC/PDFs/HB%202328%20OACs%20to%20Meet%20Jointly%20Annually%20FINAL.pdf
http://www.oregon.gov/OAC/PDFs/HB%202328%20OACs%20to%20Meet%20Jointly%20Annually%20FINAL.pdf
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7. HB 2611, Culturally Competent Care, OAC Testimony 

8. HB 2661A, Study on Public Safety Disparities, OAC Testimony 

9. HB 2668, Public Accommodation, OAC Testimony 

10. HB 2669, Intern Protections, OAC Testimony 

11. HB 3409A, Hair Care, OAC Testimony 

12. SB 739, ODE Consultation on Oregon History, OAC Testimony 

13. SB 755, Minority Teachers Act, OAC Testimony 

 

C. May 2013 Asian Pacific American Heritage Month in Salem: 

The event is the next day, May 16th. Chair Ying, Vice Chair Watanabe and 

Commissioners Santos-Lyons and Kleskie plan to attend. Nancy will forward 

the list of RSVPs for the event to all OCAPIA Commissioners. 

 

D. A Vision for an API Campaign School this Fall 2013: 

Commissioner Santos-Lyons suggested a day-long, nonpartisan workshop, 

akin to the Portland State University Center for Women, Policy and Politics 

program, in public schools, to provide access to the Oregon political process. 

Lucy Baker will speak with Frank Garcia, Senior Policy Advisor to the 

Advocacy Commissions, about this project. The question was also raised 

regarding sponsorship for this project, and is this allowable. 

 

Commissioner Santos-Lyons also suggested partnering with the Immigrant and 

Refugee Community Organization (IRCO). Chair Ying and Vice Chair 

Watanabe will work with Commissioner Santos-Lyons on this idea. The 

Chinese American Citizen Alliance and the Japanese American Citizens 

League were mentioned as other possible partners. 

 

E. Announcements and/or Discussion on Immigrant and Refugee Issues: 

Commissioner Santos-Lyons suggested that Commissioners consider potential 

candidates for the next round of appointments and reach out to immigrants and 

refugees in the community. It was agreed that Chair Ying or Lucy would reach 

out to the   Re: Rep Dembrow and CIO. OACs are beginning this process by 

adding this item to each OACs agenda. Will be a regular item. The 

Commission will think about next round of appointments and reach out to the 

Executive Director of IRCO, Sokhom Tauch. 

 

VI. New Business 

A. API Community Needs in Salem and Portland: 

OCAPIA’s chosen strategic priorities for the 2013-2015 biennium are 

education and civic engagement.  One goal for civic engagement is to invite 

API community partners to speak at OCAPIA meetings about the needs of 

their community. 

 

Commissioner Santos-Lyons introduced Dr. Toeutu Faaleava, a professor at 

Portland State University. Dr. Faaleava is Samoan and has served the Samoan 

community for many years. 

 

http://www.oregon.gov/OAC/PDFs/HB_2611_OAC_Testimony_FINAL.pdf
http://www.oregon.gov/OAC/PDFs/HB%202661A%20OAC%20Testimony.pdf
http://www.oregon.gov/OAC/PDFs/HB_2668_Written_Testimony_OACs.pdf
http://www.oregon.gov/OAC/PDFs/HB%202669%2c%20Intern%20Protections%20OAC%20testimony%205.9.13.pdf
http://www.oregon.gov/OAC/PDFs/HB%203409A%20Hair%20Care%2c%20OAC%20Testimony.pdf
http://www.oregon.gov/OAC/PDFs/SB_739_OAC_Testimony_Final.pdf
http://www.oregon.gov/OAC/PDFs/SB%20755%20OAC%20Testimony%20Minority%20Teachers%20Act.pdf
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Dr. Faaleava thanked OCAPIA for the opportunity to speak. He spoke about 

the challenges facing the Samoan community in Oregon, which numbers 

around 1,000: high unemployment, high dropout rate from school, involvement 

in gangs. Ways the OCAPIA can help included building a social network for 

the community, including effective collaborations with groups such as 

APANO (Asian Pacific American Network of Oregon). He also suggested 

access to entrepreneurial training so Samoans can become self-employed small 

business owners.  

 

Commissioner Vlach-Ing asked what the best way is to disseminate 

information to the community. Dr. Faaleava said the church plays a significant 

role in the community and that translators will be needed. OCAPIA can set up 

listening meetings, for example: a meeting between the Department of Human 

Services, public school officials and Pacific Islander church leaders in the 

community. Lucy Baker will schedule a planning meeting for the OCAPIA 

Commissioners. 

 

Dr. Faaleava was asked what Portland Public Schools could do to improve 

graduation rates for the Pacific Islander community. He suggested hiring a 

staff person whose job was to visit every PI family with a child in school that 

is missing class. That way someone would understand that many families are 

living in poverty.  

 

Commissioner Santos-Lyons supports having Pacific Islander data separate 

from Asian data, and that Pacific Islanders are fully recognized as a cultural 

group apart from Asians. 

 

Nancy will add Dr. Faaleava to the OCAPIA Public Meeting Notice list. 

  

OCAPIA thanked Dr. Faaleava for speaking with them. 

 

B. Portland Public School’s English as Second Language Program Assistant 

Director, Veronica Magallanes  and Program Administrator, Tou Meksavanh: 

Ms. Magallanes and Ms. Meksavanh discussed funding and metrics for English 

Language Learners in Portland Public Schools.  

Discussion followed which included a focus on the success of the Vietnamese 

project undertaken by Portland Pubic Schools.  The Commission agreed to 

send a letter of support about the issue to Tou Meksavanh. 

 

C. Strategic Goals: Education and Civic Engagement 

Due to time constraints, this topic was tabled by common consent for the next 

OCAPIA meeting. 

 

D. API Cultural Awareness Workshop June 20 & 21: 

This topic was tabled by common consent for the next OCAPIA meeting. 

 

E. APACC sponsorship: 
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The Commission agreed to support the upcoming Asian Pacific American 

Chamber of Commerce Meet & Greet event on May 21, 2013 at the Lan Su 

Chinese Garden. 

 

VII. Leadership and Commissioner Reports/ Upcoming events 

This topic was tabled for the next OCAPIA meeting. 

 

 VIII. OACO Administrator's Report 

Lucy Baker discussed the OACO policy for public records requests.   The Office 

uses the DAS policies which can be reviewed at the Commission websites. This 

includes a fee schedule. The Public Record Requests policy will be re-distributed 

to all Commissioners for review and comment.  

 

 IX. Good of the Order  

A. Next joint Advocacy Commission forum June 24th, 1 – 4pm, Portland 

B. Next OCAPIA meeting Wed, 7/17 at 10am, 800 NE Oregon St, Rm 1A, 

Portland OR 97232  

 

X.  Adjourn 

The meeting adjourned at 12:03pm. 


