Virtual ECE Degree
-
Practicum Work Group

Conference Call:  Tuesday, January 31, 2006, 3 – 5:00 pm

Committee Roster:
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	541-917-4961
	beuderj@linnbenton.edu

	Bev 
	Hickey
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	SwOCC
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	Thompson
	Head Start/LBCC
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	Rogue CC
	541-899-1758
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	Kim 
	Williams
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	Miller
	PCC
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	hmiller@pcc.edu

	Candace
	Brey
	OSU Cascades
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Staff: 

	Merrily
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	Miles
	Researcher
	541-888-7633
	bmiles@socc.edu


Absent this call:

Cathy Thompson, Kim Williams, Candace Brey (Dan left early & Hadiyah left just before 5:00 pm.)

Reviewed minutes and looked at the Practicum Chart for selected schools provided by Carolyn.  We noted that this only reflects the beginning level of practicum at this time so some colleges don’t have some areas covered at this level, but they would be included if we charted higher levels of practicum experience.  

We discussed several issues regarding acceptance and completion of practicum.  The easiest one to reach consensus on would be accepting credited and graded practicum from another Oregon community college, but it would still take a review by all before agreeing to accept this across the board.  

Another possible scenario would be the student with lots of experience who would just want to “test out” and not do any practicum.  No one was ready to accept this possibility at this time.  The biggest barrier to this is the loss of FTE.
The final scenario would be the “out-of-synch” student who was currently working and who couldn’t easily complete a traditional practicum.  Programs currently using some alternative ways of addressing practicum are:

PCC- “Experienced Teacher Model”:   Students can enter with any of the following:

· CDA 

· Step 7 on the Registry 

· Nanny Certificate  
· College credits that include child development, observation and guidance

Plus five years of teaching experience somewhere in the world and be teaching in a classroom at the time of the practicum. 

If they have a CDA or Step 7, they can be awarded credits for this which include completion of Practicum I.  This is conditional upon successful completion of Practicum II.   They can either complete Practicum II on-campus or at another site including their own work setting.   They register and pay for 3 credits for Practicum II.   They are observed by a Supervising Teacher (the PCC faculty member who does the seminar along with the Head Teacher in the lab/practicum site except for Family Child Care –only the PCC teacher). The observations of the students happen 3 times in the term, plus two competency meetings.  They meet in a 2 hour seminar every 2 weeks from 6-8 pm.  

Students can be in family child care, centers, Head Start, or other settings.  No matter where they are they are required to document their learning.  The rich mix of settings brings additional learning to the practicum experience.

Rogue CC – “no lab school model”: Rogue has not had a campus lab school but has instead placed students in approved centers (including head Start) in the community.   The approved centers could be the workplace of the student. A faculty member approves the placements and conducts a weekly seminar on-line for all the practicum students. 

LBCC-  has on-site option only at this time, but is interested in exploring other options.

LaneCC-  has on-site option only at this time, but is interested in exploring other options, if they had some financial support.

SwOCC has on-site only at this time, but did look at an option for family child care that sought funds to pay for substitute care so they could participate.

Merrily mentioned a program conducted about 30 years ago at Lane CC where family child care providers came to campus and put the children they were caring for in the lab school setting for the middle of the day for 2 weeks in the summer while they took classes and also demonstrated skills in the lab school.  Another program had considered this but had dropped it over concerns for the age span of the children involved.  There was also concern about the costs of running such a program.
Where could we get financial support to be able to offer these kinds of programs to meet these needs?    Costs include subs for family child care, supervisors for practicum sites, someone to evaluate the practicum site if it is in the community, practicum seminar instructors (especially if the class size is low). 
Another option is to allow for an extended time for the student to complete practicum rather than in 3 -6 credit chunks.  RogueCC currently allows practicum to be taken in 1 credit chunks.  That is 3 hours per week plus the weekly seminar on-line.  Students are encouraged to do it in a minimum of a 3 hour time block at one time each week.

Key Question:  Can we agree to accept each others practicum?

What is a student needs to go somewhere else to take their practicum in order to meet their schedule, family needs or other issues?  Will we accept this in order to get them back into our program to take other classes and to graduate from our college?

The next meetings of the Work Group are tentatively scheduled for:

Monday, March 13, 3:00 -5:00 pm.

Monday, May 1st, 3:00 -5:00 pm.  
Articulation Summit:   Friday, February 17th, 8:15 – 3:30, Center for Meeting & Learning at Lane Community College in Eugene.   Register by Friday, February 10th.

