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Pursuant to public notice made by news release with statewide distribution, a committee meeting of the 

Committee for Family Forestlands  [an advisory body to the Oregon Board of Forestry with authority established 

in Oregon Revised Statute 527.650] was held  on October 31, 2014  in the Tillamook Room, ODF Headquarters, 

2600 State St., Salem, OR 

CFF Committee members present:  Members not in attendance:    

Rick Barnes, Voting 

Sara Leiman, Voting 

Cindy Glick, Ex-Officio 

Scott Gray, Voting 

Mike Cloughesy, Ex-Officio (by conference call) 

Brad Withrow-Robinson, Ex-Officio 

Joe Holmberg, Ex-Officio  

Evan Smith, Voting 

Rex Storm, Ex-Officio 

Lena Tucker, Secretary 

Susan Watkins, Acting Chair 

 

Roje Gootee, Voting 

Peter Daugherty, Ex-Officio/ODF 

  

 

 

ODF Staff present: 

Susan Dominique 

Kyle Abraham 

Mike Kroon 

Marganne Allen 

Guests: 

John Peel, Landowner 

Gary Springer, BOF 

Jim James, OSWA  

Audrey Barnes, Landowner 

Robert McNitt, FSN 

Heath Curtiss, OFIC  

 

Agenda Items: 

1. Welcome and Review of the Agenda  

Watkins called the meeting to order at 9:10 am and requested the following agenda changes:  

 Adding a discussion of media response to pesticide issue.  

 Combining SW/NW RFPC Joint Meeting report with the general Riparian Rule Analysis Update 

 

2. Introductions 

Watkins welcomed guests.  

 

3. Approval of last meeting’s minutes 

Watkins asked for comment on the new format, which was favorably received.  Barnes moved that the Minutes be 

Approve with minor corrections; Smith seconded. Motion passed.  

 

4. Public Comment 

 Bob McNitt – Owner/Operator of the Forest Nursery Network (FSN), past chairman on the IFA Nursery 

Board 

FSN serves the PNW helping landowners finding plantation forest seedlings. Currently, seedling availability is at 

critical levels in the northwest due to large fires in the last several years; increased harvesting because of the 

market; 09-10 nursery losses; increasing fumigation costs; regulation; lack of seed reserves; lack of grower 

expertise; lack of existing capacity to fulfill current need; low margins; succession issues; and desire to buy 
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speculative stock rather than contract grow. Seedlings available to landowners are usually over-runs from 

contracted growing.    

 

5. Pesticide Issue – Media Response – Susan Watkins 

[Handouts: Oregonian commentary on the Pesticide Issue dated ] 

 

For the record, Watkins noted that CFF member Rick Barnes, whose company is involved in the Curry County 

incident, had approached her to explain that he will be abstaining from any discussion or participation on this 

subject. 

 

Watkins framed the discussion by asking members what kind of response the CFF might want to provide to the 

State Forester and BOF regarding the recent Oregonian articles on pesticide use in forestry and the Department's 

response to complaints, especially in light of legislative hearings that began in September.   

 

The Committee wanted the State Forester respond immediately to the Oregonian articles because not providing a 

response allows the misconceptions to stay in the public mind.   

 

Tucker described the state agencies' presentation at the September Legislative Days.  The different agencies were 

asked to work on internal communications and procedures in response to incidents.  Additionally, ODF was asked 

whether the new Electronic Notification System technology could provide more accurate and timely advance 

notice to subscribers on pesticide applications. There will be a follow up in December.  

 

Tucker offered to ask Peter Daugherty and State Forester Doug Decker to join CFF in a discussion of the larger 

public policy view and what to look forward to in the upcoming legislative session.  

 

Allen noted that the Department is monitoring the situation and noting whether other venues are picking up the 

story. She pointed out that the Legislative Pollinator Task Force is also looking at pesticide issues and will issue 

recommendations. 

 

The CFF expressed interest in meeting with Decker and Daugherty as well as participating effectively in any 

legislative process.  Vegetation control is animportant tool for large and small landowners and conservation 

groups for control of invasives.   

 

Action Item: With James' help Gray will draft a letter to State Forester Doug Decker to be circulated to CFF 

members for a quick critique. 

 

6. Riparian Rules Analysis  

 

Waters of the State – Kyle Abraham, ODF Private Forests Division, Water Quality Specialist.   

[Handouts: Facts About the Waters of the US Proposal (EPA) 

The State, including ODF, has been following the rule change proposals regarding Waters of the US (WOUS). US 

Supreme Court decisions in 2001 and 2006 led EPA to conclude that it was necessary to re-define and clarify 

where their thought their jurisdiction lies. The EPA believes the rule clarification will lead to more certainty 

regarding its jurisdiction.  In general Oregon agencies consider that the Waters of the State are at least as broad as 

WOUS; ODF does not see the WOUS change as changing the way ODF does business.  The Silvicultural 

Exemption for activities under the FPA will still exist.  However, the clarification involves characterizing some 

small streams as WOUS categorically, where in the past the streams would have been considered WOUS only 

after a factual inquiry. 

  

Board of Forestry member Springer expressed concern that the proposed change is focused on farmers and 

residences, not forestlands. I know from experience that the EPA has been pushing for increased regulations on 

Private forestlands for a long time.  
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Abraham explained that Oregon State Natural Resource agencies will issue a joint letter to the EPA stating that 

although there are some concerns about implementation we support the “nature of the concept of clarification” 

having potential to reduce 3rd party lawsuits. We want to remain engaged in the implementation discussion of 

about how this gets done in Oregon. ODF’s comment will be included in the State response to the EPA.  

 

 Watkins suggested the CFF revisit the isue in context with other riparian issues.  

 

BREAK  

 

Riparian Rule Analysis Member report from Combined RFPC Meeting – Jim James/Joe Holmberg 

 

James reported that he and Holmberg, as stakeholders representing the Family Forest Community, met with 

Daughterty and Tucker to discuss the Protecting Cold Water criterion (PCW).  James indicated that OSWA plans 

to provide testimony to the BOF on November 5th regarding that organization's concern that the focus on the 

Riparian Rules continues to be on temperature not on fish. OSWA believes the PCW criterion (no increase greater 

than .03 degrees C) has no scientific support. There is scientific evidence that minor increases in temperature and 

openings in the canopy are helpful to fish and not harmful.   

 

Storm and Barnes also attended the combined RFPC meeting.  They would urge the BOF to use its discretion in 

how they achieve the PCW for a technical standard and to ensure that they have sufficient discretion to make very 

small changes. The temperature variance is so small that it does not warrant a big change in stream rules. The 

solution should be tailored to the size of the variance.  

 

Riparian Rules Analysis – Terry Frueh 

[Handouts: Staff Report and attachments ] 

Issues are: where any new rules should apply, ie, which Geo-regions and which stream reaches; what constitutes a 

complete and effective prescription, eg, no-cut Buffer, variable retention, and shade–based Plan for Alternate 

Practices. Meetings with stakeholders field testing of prescriptions are on-going. CFF feedback could focus on 

developing a prescription that is effective for landowners to administer, that is, whether a given option is feasible 

and operationally reasonable. Example: Horizontal versus Slope Distance measurements.  

 

Geo-Regions 

Geo-regions under considerations are: South Coast, Coast Range, West Cascades, Interior and Siskiyous.  

   

All 5 regions have the same standard target basal area requirement on S F streams, 40 ft. sq. per 1000’ of stream.  

The Systematic Review found no evidence either way with systematic differences between regions. Most of the 

Rip Stream sites were on the Coast Range and Interior so our data was for those two regions. RFPCs and OSWA 

and Conservation Stakeholders all agreed that the prescriptions should apply to the South Coast, Coast Range, 

Interior, and western Cascades and disagreed about applying to the Siskiyous. The argument for the Siskiyou as a 

separate consideration is that it is more similar in vegetation to eastern Oregon. Conservation stakeholders said it 

belongs with western Oregon to err on the side of caution. There is no science one way or another and so 

essentially whether that geo-region receives the same treatment as the others will be a policy call.  

 

Stream Reaches 

To establish riparian protection measures to maintain the PCW criterion at the point of major impact (POMI) on 

Small and Medium Fish streams where target fish (SSBT) are present, some element of upstream reach must be 

included. ODF is using ODF&W historic and present use map layers. Historic layers are based upon life cycles 

(last 5 years or longer per species). This ODF&W layer is the minimum coverage.   
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One option is to cover all fish streams for the temperature effect traveling downstream or going above current 

species ranges. All stakeholders agreed that there should be a process defining the upstream reach and the 

mechanism to adjust that.  

 

Allen explained that there already is a policy framework in place for dealing with human-created barriers. 

Landowners would have the ability to do a fish species survey of their stream if they wish to challenge its 

classification.  

 

Prescriptions 

In terms of prescriptions, elements can include distance measures, basal area, fixed width, minimum DBH, 

minimum width, hardwoods or conifer-centric. Most of the science supports the proposition that hardwoods 

provid adequate shade.  

 

Increasing basal area allows narrower buffers. A binned approach would provide a formula:  for example, for 

basal area between 100-125’ sq. /acre your width would be x. Another alternative is a continuous approach. 

Binned approach is simpler to implement but does not allow for flexibility.  The RFPC did not like a fixed width 

buffer based on basal area. 

 

One suggestion was to measure BA at the first live limb, which would be easy and would reduce the economic 

impacts but not impact shade. 

 

Springer suggested inviting the chairs of the Regional Forest Practices Committees to meet with the CFF. Smith 

suggested also inviting the environmental community to hear their views. 

 

Variable Retention   

Frueh led discussion on Basal area retention.  Options included measurement segments, eg, whether per 1000’ or 

per acre; counting hardwoods towards minimum Basal area; resetting the minimum dbh for conifers (currently, 

6”); and establishing a minimum number of trees/acre and whether that number would count hardwoods the same 

as conifers. Minimizing gaps and use of live trees for Large Woody Debris placements also factor in.   

 

Allen noted that the science provides bookends,not additional certainty.  ODF would like a menu of options that 

could be included in a Plan for Alternate Practice, which requires a strong element of proof or assurance that it 

will succeed.  

 

Frueh noted that there is discussion of requiring an absolute shade value of 85%. Daugherty anticipated that the 

Department would present to the BOF a list of options and probabilities of success and landowner costs. The final 

determination will be a policy call by the Board.  

 

Action item:  Schedule this topic as a workshop for a future CFF meeting when the Committee can hear from the RFPC 

chairs and the environmental community and then fashion a response to the BOF 

 

7. Seedling Availability/Production – Rick Barnes 

 

Barnes raised the issue of severe seedling shortage in the Douglas County. The Douglas Chapter of OSWA 

brought the issue up to bring to CFF. Bill Arsenal was involved in 2006 about what to do by the Phipps Nursery 

in Elkton. The nursery provided a valuable service but was not financially viable. One recommendation was to 

implement a Clearinghouse Contract Approach, an idea that had the support of private nurseries. ODF would 

coordinate the effort to grow coop seedlings and analyze the seed zone need. Speculative seedlings would be 

grown and the State would do an analysis of future needs. The idea was not implemented, but deserves another 

look.  Funding was to come from the sale of Phipps Nursery, but due to the recession, the nursery is still sitting 

unsold.  Now may be the time to re-look at the timing of a sale. 
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Seedling availability becomes a critical step, because you don’t want to site prep a unit if you don’t have 

seedlings for it. It is critical to know if seedlings are available. Its hard to get nurseries to contract grow small 

orders. Some won’t do it for less than 20,000 trees. But small woodland owners need to meet the requirements of 

the FPA.  

 

McNitt noted that Stone Nursery grows seedlings for USFS lands, not private landowners. Landowners work off 

of speculative stock. Large nurseries have necessary capacity but require contract orders. There is a 

communications issue on what needs to be grown.  ODF has made a point of acquiring Seed for different areas for 

the zones that were lacking.  

 

Since Phipps was closed the direction was to let the open market supply seedlings, it has not worked 

 
Action Item:  A subcommittee of Barnes, Storm, McNitt, and James (representing OSWA) was formed with 

Tucker as the State representative to investigate options and report back to the CFF. 

 

Action Item: Glick will look at the Forest Service's private forestry program to see if that program could provide 

seedlings to private landowners from Stone Nursery? She will talk to the regional silviculturist.   

 

Tucker introduced ODF's legislative concept for an After the Fire Fund. Post-fire small forestland rehabilitation 

assistance could include assistance in finding seedlings.  [Handout: Sources of Native Forest Seedlings] Susan 

just created our annual seedling catalog in terms of what’s available. There was also area flyers Stewardship 

Foresters to hand out with information to plan ahead for their harvest. It has reforestation requirements and 

seedling sources to help them plan ahead for the harvest and reforestation for outreach and information to the 

landowners.  

 

With the Legislative concept you did this with Doug Decker and Craig Shinn in the spring. Mike presented the 

Large Fire Toolkit and helped with creating a policy creating the small emergency fund for landowners after a 

wildfire goes through. It has been submitted in a legislative concept. We don’t have a key supporter at this time. It 

would be a small fund that if it is declared a disaster area there could be a small ask for the General Fund or we 

ask for the Governor’s Strategic Reserve Fund.  There are federal programs to assist as well but not available for 

immediate help. It is a hard bill to describe to people, it is specifically emergency help with immediate needs.  

 

8. Sub-Committee Reports  

 Forestland Tax Symposium:  

Brianna Beene, at OSU as the Continuing Education Coordinator, has joined the Tax Symposium Sub-Committee. 

Leiman provided the new registration materials, which will be mailed to all the normal list of Tree Farm and 

OSWA as well as most Oregon tree farm owners and was also distributed in NW Woodlands, the OSWA[OTFS 

magazine. The Symposium will be taped and made available online afterwards.  

   

Holmberg reported that the American Forest Foundation has chosen the Symposium to test of the effectiveness of 

such programs. A questionnaire seeking feedback on what action landowners did as a result of going to the 

symposium will be prepared and administered by the Aldo Leopold Foundation..  

 

Leiman reported that the OR Tree Farm system has given the Symposium a grant of $2500 and OR SAF Fund has 

granted $1500 to augment the earlier  grant from OFRI of $15000.  

 

We are still needing one speaker on the Top Ten Ways to Be Tax Smart. If anyone knows a dynamic speaker on 

that topic let us know.  

 

Action Item: Tucker will investigate the possibility of inviting Sen. Ron Wyden to give the lunchtime speech.   

Action Item: Withrow – Robinson will forward the information to other Extension agents.  
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 East Side Private Forest Collaborative (aka RxRitter) – Brad Withrow-Robinson 

 

Update on the East Side Private Forest Collaborative. OSU's new Extension Collaborative Specialist Emily Jane 

Davis and the steering committee have successfully recruited a Project Coordinator. Of 19 candidates, four were 

interviewed in October in Ritter, and Curt Qual, retired USFS, was hired and has begun work already. Now the 

Steering Committee must hand off to landowners and become a support or advisory committee.  

 

Action Item: Emily Jane is tentatively scheduled for the December meeting and tentatively Curt Qual as well.  

 

 Nomination Committee 

 

Several candidates for Citizen-At-Large were suggested.  Daugherty and Withrow-Robinson agreed to contact 

candidates and report back about their interest in CFF.  Interested candidates will be invited to attend a CFF 

meeting or to meet with CFF representatives.  

 

 

9. For the Good of the Order:  

 

Watkins: The Blue Mountain Plan comments were submitted.  Watkins emailed a link to the comments, which are 

posted under Susan Watkins’ name on the Blue Mountain Plan comment website, to CFF members.   The State of 

Oregon comments were distributed. 

 

Smith suggested that there would be some value in having meetings around the state.  CFF has done this before, 

usually in conjunction with a visit to a member's tree farm. 

 

Suggested locations: 

 

 Gilchrist State Forest / Klamath Tribes to gain those perspectives: Gilchrist, Chemault and Chiloquin.  

 Ask OSWA about sensitive areas that need attention.  

 East Face of the Elkhorns.  

 

 Action Item: Bring ideas for off-site meeting locations to the next meeting.  

 

Scheduling Agenda: 

 

 Guests to invite: Tom Imeson, Chair could be invited to meet the new CFF Chair when that individual is 

chosen. Invite Tammy Cushing in February. Invite Emily Jane Davis and Curt Qual in December and BOF 

Members any time. 

 

Agenda Items:  

 

November:  

 Continue with the pesticide media strategy  

 Legislative session update (ODF, OSWA) 

 RFPC report/Riparian Issue (work session?) 

 Workgroup formed to discuss effectiveness of the Industrial Fire Regulations. (Rex Storm) 

 Field trip planning 

 OWEB Focused Investment Priority and the NRCS Partnership Program Update RCPP & OWEB FIP 

 Industrial Fire Regulations review/revisions (Rex Storm) 

 

December:  

 Invite Emily Jane Davis/Curt Qual.  
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 Regular Legislative Updates – OSWA, ODF 

 Seedling subcommittee Report – Rick Barnes  

 East Face of Elkhorn Project Update from Mark Jacques and David Ford (AFF Project)  

 Emergency fire response (2014) Private Land interface 

 

February:  

 Invite Tammy Cushing  

 

James: The Annual OSWA meeting is June 20, 2015, in Salem. There will be a Family Forest Fair at Chemeketa 

Community College with landowners from all over the country and tours of mills.  

 

Holmberg: The Tree Farm Annual Meeting is Nov. 24th at the World Forestry Center, Portland. The Annual Tree 

Farm Recognition will be at noon. Registration on the OSWA website. Cushing will be leading a seminar in the 

morning. 

 

Glick: On Nov. 10th EcoTrust is putting on a Traditional Ecological Knowledge session in Portland from 12-2pm 

on how indigenous peoples managed their lands.  

 

 Meeting Adjourned at 3:00pm.  

 

 Action Items:  

 Action Item: With James' help, Gray will draft a letter to State Forester Doug Decker to be circulated to CFF 

members for a quick critique. 

 Action item:  Schedule riparian issues as a workshop for a future CFF meeting when the Committee can hear 

from the RFPC chairs and the environmental community and then fashion a response to the BOF 

 Action Item:  A subcommittee of Barnes, Storm, McNitt, and James (representing OSWA) was formed with 

Tucker as the State representative to investigate options and report back to the CFF. 

 Action Item: Glick will look at the Forest Service's private forestry program to see if that program could 

provide seedlings to private landowners from Stone Nursery? She will talk to the regional silviculturist.   

 Action Item: Tucker will investigate the possibility of inviting Sen. Ron Wyden to give the lunchtime speech.   

 Action Item: Withrow – Robinson will forward the information to other Extension agents.  

 Action Item: Emily Jane is tentatively scheduled for the December meeting and tentatively Curt Qual as well.  

 Action Item: Bring ideas for off-site meeting locations to the next meeting.  

 


