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Forest Certification
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and improving forest management are its two primary
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While standards for judging the credibility of
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Certification could lead to a more efficient model to
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achieve and document high levels of forest

government regulation in the global marketplace has
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uniform international standards for well-managed

State Forester Marvin Brown and staff at the Oregon

Several large industrial landowners have already

Department of Forestry (ODF) are working with the

obtained certification under SFI and other private

Oregon Board of Forestry, forest landowners, and

landowners have obtained certification under the

others to identify how forest certification systems can
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the following guiding principles:
•

•

•

•

Certification should remain a voluntary,
market-driven process. Landowners desiring
certification must retain the freedom to choose
which path toward certification best meets
their objectives.
For private forest landowners, certification is
valuable only when it meets their management
objectives and they can recover the investment
required to participate in it.
Forest certification is not a necessary
prerequisite for sustainable forest management
or for a well-managed forest.
Landowners with well-managed forests who
choose not to pursue voluntary forest
management certification should not be
considered by the State of Oregon to be less
competent or protective of forest resources
than those landowners who become certified.

Oregon forest landowners that are economically
successful are better able to practice sustainable
forestry. Therefore, the State of Oregon has an
interest in having forest landowners achieve the best
possible prices for their products. If forest
certification is proven to enhance landowner income,
the state will look for ways to enable landowners to
make informed decisions about certification and take
advantage of this marketing strategy.

With or without certification playing a role, Oregon's
message to the rest of the world is that we are
international leaders in practicing sustainable forestry,
and consumers can be assured that products from
Oregon's forests are not only high quality, but

The Board has also approved draft Oregon standards

produced in a manner that promotes environmental,

for the essential components for credible certification

social, and economic sustainability.

systems.

