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FIRE PREVENTION RULE CHANGES TAKE EFFECT ARE YOU READY? 
 Once again it is time to hit the reset button and pre-
pare for another fire season. The question is, are you 
ready?  
 While we’ve been fortunate to have a cool start to 
July, the gauge on the thermometer is beginning to 
climb, along with the risk of fire. In 2018, ODF responded 
to 337 fires during the month of July that ended up burn-
ing more than 48,000 acres. So while it may seem peace-
ful now, you might say we’re experiencing the calm be-
fore the storm. Click here for more information on fire 
weather conditions. So again, are you ready? 
 Here’s a fire season preparation checklist to get you 
started. 
 
§ Permit to Operate Power Driven Machinery (PDM). 
§ Workers have completed annual fire refresher train-

ing. 
§ Fire Tools ready for immediate use. 
§ Water Supply requirements met: 
  500 gallons stationary/300 gallons mobile 
  Enough hose to reach area worked 
  Pump pressure 115 psi at 20 gpm 
  Pump starts and is in good working condition 
§ Fire Extinguishers ready for immediate use. 
§ Spark arresters on equipment are cleaned out and 

meet Spark Arrester Guide requirements. 
§ Power saws meet Spark Arrester Guide Require-

ments (not modified) and in good working condition. 
§ Moving lines are free of line rub on woody debris, 

stumps and rocks. 
§ Blocks guiding moving lines are cleared of flammable 

debris for a 10-foot radius. 
§ All equipment is free of flammable debris. 
§ Firewatch is present and capable of duties. 
§ Every person understands their role during a fire.  

FIREWATCH REDUCED 
In an effort to help operators and landowners reduce 

costs while maintaining fire safe operations, time re-
quirements for firewatch on ODF protected lands have 
been reduced heading into the 2019 fire season. The 
reduction will take place at the ODF district level through 
a blanket waiver based on IFPL west of the Cascades and 
fire danger east of the Cascades.  

The decision to reduce firewatch time requirements 
came after the industrial fire rules 
review committee was presented 
with data showing most fires were 
being discovered within the first two 
hours of ignition.  
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    CAUSE FIRES ACRES 

Total Human Caused Fires  892  28,046 

Total Lightning Caused Fires  220  48,729 

CƛǊŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ CƻǊŜǎǘ hǇŜǊŀǝƻƴǎ  

 Sparks/Friction from Rotary Saw  7  185.08 

 Exhaust/Spark/Loader  1  0.10 

 Cable System  1  0.25 

 Sparks/Friction from Rigging  1  6.00 

 Blasting  1  2.00 

 Worker Smoking  1  35.30 

 Warming Fire  2  0.16 

 Logging Equipment/Other  5  0.14 

 Slash Escape  39  90.91 

IFPL/Fire Danger Firewatch Requirement 

IFPL 1 1 HOUR 

IFPL 2 2 HOURS 

IFPL 3 2 HOURS 

EAST OF CASCADES ODF 

LOW  1 HOUR 

MODERATE  2 HOURS 

HIGH 2 HOURS 

EXTREME  2 HOURS 

http://www.oregon.gov/ODF/Fire/Pages/Weather.aspx
http://www.oregon.gov/ODF/Fire/Pages/Weather.aspx
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TIME TO PLAN AHEAD 
 

 Industrial Fire Precaution Levels (IFPL) are designed to 
prevent operator caused fires by limiting certain fire 
starting activities during periods of high fire danger. 
While ODF protected forestlands east of the Cascades do 
not follow IFPL’s, managers have the ability to regulate 
certain activities when fire danger dictates. 
 Operators and landowners that 
wish to continue operating during 
a closure level should plan ahead.  
If a specific closure will affect your 
operation, contact your local ODF 
forester to discuss the possibility 
of a waiver. A waiver request must 
come from the landowner, not the 
operator. Your operation must 
meet the concept of a “fire safe” operation and be in 
compliance with all applicable forest fire laws before a 
waiver is issued.  A “fire safe” operation is one where the 
likelihood for ignition has been reduced, or provisions 
have been made for suppression of a fire should one 
start. 
 No operation is exactly the same, and therefore, spe-
cific practices to obtain a waiver will also differ. For ex-
ample, ground skidding on a commercial thinning opera-
tion most often will have less stringent fire prevention 
requirements than ground yarding activities on a south 
aspect clear-cut harvest. 
 An inspection of the operation must occur before ap-
proving any waiver. This can occur before the shutdown 
takes effect. Fire prevention will be the primary consider-
ation, while fire detection and suppression will be sec-
ondary when evaluating fire safe operations.   
 

Current Fire Restrictions 

A recent fire on an operation brought to 
light the importance of fire extinguishers in 
good operating condition. Upon discovery 
of the fire, workers leaped into action by 
grabbing fire extinguishers from equip-
ment and proceeded down the hill to put 
out the fire. Two of the three fire extin-
guishers used failed when the workers 
attempted to suppress the flames.  Upon 
examination of the extinguishers at a later 
date, it was determined that, while the 

pressure gauges indicated “green”, the powder had 
settled and packed at the bottom of  the container. This 
serves as a reminder to make sure all fire extinguishers 
are in good working condition and ready for immediate 
use.  

 

CƛǊŜ 9ȄǝƴƎǳƛǎƘŜǊ /ƘŜŎƪƭƛǎǘ 
.ƭƻŎƪŀƎŜ ƛƴ IƻǎŜ: Whether it be de-
bris or a bee’s nest, this is a good 
place to start when examining your 
fire extinguishers. 
 
tǊƻǇŜǊƭȅ /ƘŀǊƎŜŘ: Fire extinguishers 
mounted on equipment or stored 
loosely in the back of a cab can get jostled, which can 
lead to discharge. Even the slightest discharge can cause 
the extinguisher to continue to leak over time and, when 
needed, prove useless. All fire extinguishers, except small 
spray suppressants for power saws, are required to have 
a pressure gauge. Check extinguishers daily to ensure 
they are ready for immediate use. 
 
tƻǿŘŜǊ ǎŜǧƭŜǎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ōƻǧƻƳ: Jostling can also cause 
the powder in the extinguisher to settle and become 
packed in the bottom, keeping it from discharging. When 
performing inspections, turn the extinguisher upside 
down and pound on the bottom with a rubber mallet or 
shake vigorously to loosen the powder. Corrosion can 
also take place inside the tank where the naked eye can’t 
see. Annual servicing by a professional will help deter-
mine when fire extinguishers should be replaced. 
 

Industrial Fire Prevention Requirements.  

FIRE EXTINGUISHER TIPS 

https://gisapps.odf.oregon.gov/firerestrictions/ifpl.html
https://www.oregon.gov/ODF/Fire/FirePreventionDocuments/2019%20Fire%20Season%20Requirements.pdf
http://www.oregon.gov/ODF/Fire/Pages/Restrictions.aspx

