
General contacts for eFile (post implementation):  

 

 

November 17, 2014 

 

1. Will the file be uploadable via a web browser, or will it need to be posted via protocol such as SOAP?   
a. If uploadable file is ok, does the file need a transmission header? 

(MotorFuelsTransmissionHeader.xsd)? 
i. If yes, how important is accuracy of the header timestamp?  I can see the file being 

created (complete with transmission header) but not uploaded until days later. 
 

The file will be uploaded on a secure website. Transmission headers are needed and are listed in the XPath 
document. The time stamp is not validated by the system so the header time stamp won’t affect the 
processing of the file. 

 

2. I again would like to encourage release of a stylesheet so the actual file can be validated by staff not 
versed in XML prior to uploading. 

 

ODOT and Avalara are discussing - TBD. XML samples will be made available by the end of December 
2014 (and perhaps may address this need). 

 

3. When will Avalara have the new forms and schedules available in their compliance software? 
 

This depends on when the state accepts the system and approves the forms. We are doing acceptance 
testing through March 2015. 

 

4. When will the state be able to start accepting XML test files? 
 

By May 1, 2015 



5. When will the final forms, compliance guides and E-file guide be available on the OR website? 
 

Many of the forms are available on the website right now and are considered final. While the compliance 
guides are listed in the “draft” status, we do not expect major changes for them to be consequential in terms 
of technical system documentation. The E-file guide is primarily ready and we consider it final. There are 
minor adjustments being made to the XML schema (XPath document). Avalara is working on those changes 
and we expect those to be made available by the end of the month. 

 

6. Will we be able to include out of period transactions in our current files?  How many months of data 
will be allowed? 

 

Yes, ODOT will allow transactions from one previous period in the current return [Applies to the Dealer 
return]. 

Q: Will the returns allow negative transactions? A: Yes, negatives are not prevented in the XML file for 
transactions. 

 

7. On the local returns, Column D includes schedules 10AC and 10AD which are defined as County/City 
exempt sales, can you provide an example of the types of transactions that would go on these 
schedules.  Since the local forms start with the taxable sales in Column A, I would assume 
transactions from column D would not include exempt sales such as to a licensed distributor. 

 

[In general, local jurisdiction reporting begins with identifying jurisdictional sales on Schedule 5LO. 
Additionally, some local jurisdictions have limitations on ex-tax sales.] We will definitely include some 
examples of the transactions that we are expecting on this form in the compliance guide.  

 

8. Is there going to be a technical contact with the state in case we have technical questions? 
 

Yes. Prior to go-live, unless otherwise directed, I am the primary contact for bringing up technical questions. 
Once we go-live, Helen Lathum and Jim Bodenhamer will be the primary contacts.  

 

9. We would like to do some testing once we get ready.  Will there be a contact for testing? 
 

ODOT and Avalara will determine the best strategy and timing for vendor testing. Unless otherwise directed, 
I will be the primary contact for vendor testing. Once we go-live, Helen Lathum and Jim Bodenhamer will be 
the primary contacts for bringing up Oregon fuel tax system issues.  

  



10. We would like to know when will documents related to this change be out of draft format? 
 

Many of the forms are considered final at this time. However, issues may be identified during testing that 
may cause minor modifications to the forms. 

 

 

Questions can be directed to: 

Dan Paull  
Auditor / System Manager  
ODOT Financial Services  
Fuels Tax Group  

Direct Line at (503) 378-6542  
Toll-free at (888) 753-2525  
Office at (503) 378-8150  
Fax at (503) 378-3060  

 


