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DIVISION 31 
REST AREA SPONSORSHIP ACKNOWLEDGEMENT SIGN PROGRAM 

ALL NEW RULES 
734-031-0001 
Purpose and Scope 
(1) The purpose of Division 31 rules is to establish a Rest Area Sponsorship Acknowledgement 
program in compliance with 23 USC 111 and the Federal Policy on Sponsorship 
Acknowledgement and Agreements within the Highway right of Way that provides citizens of 
Oregon an opportunity to contribute money, Highway Related Services or Products to support 
the development or ongoing operation and maintenance of the Oregon Department of 
Transportation’s Rest Areas.   

(2) An Acknowledgement Sign may be placed to recognize the Contribution when the 
Contribution represents a commitment of the Participant to provide for development of a Rest 
Area or ongoing operation or maintenance of a Rest Area.  Contributions that do not meet the 
criteria in Division 31 rules may be recognized by means other than an onsite Acknowledgement 
Sign such as a letter of recognition, press release or other outreach materials, and web sites as 
determined appropriate by the Rest Area Operator consistent with federal and state regulations. 

(3) When a Rest Area is managed by the Travel Information Council or other entity by 
agreement with the Department, that agency or entity will be responsible for soliciting 
sponsorship Contributions and any acknowledgement of those Contributions following the 
program established in Division 31 rules. 

(4) All Contributions received through Rest Area sponsorships are assets of the Highway Trust 
Fund and shall only be used for highway purposes to facilitate the development or ongoing 
operation and maintenance of state highway Rest Areas. 

Stat. Auth.: ORS 184.616, 184.619, 366.205 
Other Authority: Federal Policy 5160.1A 
Stats. Implemented: ORS 366.205 

 

734-031-0005 
Definitions 
As used in Division 31 rules, the following definitions will apply:  

(1) “Acknowledgment Sign” – A sign that informs the public that a Participant has provided a 
Contribution for the development or ongoing operation or maintenance of an Oregon Department 
of Transportation Rest Area.  For the purposes of Division 31 rules, an “Acknowledgment Sign” 
includes an acknowledgement plaque or rider added to an existing sign on the mainline highway. 

(2) “Contribution” – The provision of money, highway related service, or product for the 
development or ongoing operation or maintenance of a Rest Area. 

(3) “Department” – The Oregon Department of Transportation (ODOT).  
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(4) “Highway Related Service” – A service that supports the development, operation or 
maintenance of the Rest Area.  Typical services include but are not limited to litter pickup, 
landscape maintenance, or brush removal. 

(5) “MUTCD” – Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices for Streets and Highways along 
with the Oregon MUTCD Supplements.  

(6) “Oregon Temporary Traffic Control Handbook” – The standards adopted by the Department 
for traffic control operations of three days or less.  

(7) “Participant” – An individual, family group, company, business, or volunteer group who 
provide a Contribution and who has entered into a Sponsorship Agreement.  “Participant” 
includes the organization and its members.   

(8) “Product” – Items used in the development, operation or maintenance of the Rest Area by the 
Rest Area Operator.  Typical products include but are not limited to landscape materials or 
building supplies. 

(9) “Rest Area” – A roadside area separated from the main travel way and under the control of 
the Department.  A Rest Area may include rest rooms, drinking water, and other facilities needed 
for the rest and safety of motorists.  For the purposes of Division 31 rules, when a Rest Area is 
sited on both sides of the highway, the two sides will be considered as separate Rest Areas. 

(10) “Rest Area Operator” – The Department or Travel Information Council or other entity 
responsible for management of the Rest Area by agreement with the Department.  

(11) “Sponsorship Agreement” – An agreement between a Participant and the Rest Area 
Operator where the Participant agrees to provide a Contribution in exchange for the placement of 
an Acknowledgement Sign in the Rest Area or on the mainline of the adjoining state highway. 

Stat. Auth.: ORS 184.616, 184.619, 366.205 
Other Authority: Federal Policy 5160.1A 
Stats. Implemented: ORS 366.205 

 

734-031-0010 
Participant Eligibility 
(1) An individual, family group, company, business, or volunteer group is eligible to submit 
proposals to provide a Contribution for the development or ongoing operation or maintenance of 
Rest Areas.  Participants must comply with all applicable state and federal laws concerning the 
provisions prohibiting discrimination based on race, religion, color, age, sex, and national origin.   

(2) When the Participant is a family group, company, business, or volunteer group, the 
Participant must appoint or select a spokesperson to act as their representative in matters relating 
to the sponsorship solicitation and Sponsorship Agreement. The Participant and its spokesperson 
are responsible for assuring compliance with the Sponsorship Agreement. 

(3) Participants may provide Contributions for the overall support of one or more Rest Areas or 
for one or more features of a Rest Area. 
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Stat. Auth.: ORS 184.616, 184.619, 366.205 
Other Authority: Federal Policy 5160.1A 
Stats. Implemented: ORS 366.205 

 

734-031-0015 
Participant Selection 
(1) Solicited Contributions 

(a) Participants will be identified using an open, competitive solicitation process such as a 
request for proposal.   

(b) Solicitations will provide a description of the sponsorship opportunity being offered stating 
all information pertinent to an understanding of the offer.   

(c) When the offer is for a Highway Related Service that includes removal of noxious weeds, a 
plan approved in writing by the Oregon Department of Agriculture or the appropriate county 
governing body must be included with the proposal. The plan must include the species of plant to 
be removed, the method of removal that does not include the use of pesticides, herbicides, or 
machine powered equipment, and the timing and frequency of noxious weed removal.  

(d) Successful Participants will be selected based on a net benefit for the public.  There may be 
more than one Participant providing Contributions in support of a Rest Area or a Rest Area 
feature; however only one Participant will be selected for the overall sponsorship of a Rest Area.  
The Rest Area Operator reserves the right to reject any or all proposals if it determines the 
proposal is not a reasonable value or is not in the public’s best interest. 

(2) The decision to solicit Contributions for sponsorship of Rest Areas shall be at the discretion 
of the Rest Area Operator.  The Rest Area Operator may consider factors such as the nature of 
the offered Product or Highway Related Service and the location of the proposed work in 
determining eligibility of a Rest Area or Rest Area feature for sponsorship.  

(3) A Sponsorship Agreement will be executed by the Participant and the Rest Area Operator. 
The Sponsorship Agreement will list the specific requirements and obligations of both the 
Participant and the Rest Area Operator.  

Stat. Auth.: ORS 184.616, 184.619, 366.205 
Other Authority: Federal Policy 5160.1A 
Stats. Implemented: ORS 366.205 

 
734-031-0020 
Acknowledgement Signs 
(1) A sign may be placed by the Rest Area Operator informing the public of the Participant’s 
Contribution with the Participant’s name or acronym when the Contribution meets the 
requirements of Division 31 rules.  The Participant may be required to provide evidence of the 
Participant’s existence such as the Participant’s organizational bylaws, website, or letterhead. 
When the Participant is an individual or family group, the individual’s name (first name or initial 
and last name) or the family name (e.g. Smith Family) will be used.   
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(2) The Acknowledgement Sign shall not be used for advertising or as a memorial and shall not 
contain items such as contact information, directions, slogans, telephone numbers, website, or 
internet addresses.  The Participant name may be verified with the Secretary of State’s business 
name registry or other information available to the Rest Area Operator.  

(3) The Acknowledgement Sign may be installed after the Participant has provided the monetary 
or product Contribution, or has successfully performed the Highway Related Service described 
in the Sponsorship Agreement at least once.  

(4) In addition to the Contribution, the Participant will be responsible for the Rest Area 
Operator’s cost to manufacture and install the Acknowledgement Sign.  The sign will remain the 
property of the Rest Area Operator and be removed by the Rest Area Operator when the 
Sponsorship Agreement is cancelled or has expired.  

(5) If the Department or Rest Area Operator determines that the Acknowledgement Sign 
interferes with the maintenance, operation, or use of the Rest Area or the state highway, the sign 
will be removed. Acknowledgement Signs that are repeatedly vandalized or stolen may not be 
replaced at the discretion of the Rest Area Operator. 

Stat. Auth.: ORS 184.616, 184.619, 366.205 
Other Authority: Federal Policy 5160.1A 
Stats. Implemented: ORS 366.205 

 

734-031-0025 
Acknowledgement Sign Design and Placement 
(1) When an Acknowledgement Sign is used for sponsorship recognition on the mainline of the 
adjacent state highway or the Rest Area entrance or exit ramp, or is in a Rest Area and legible to 
motorists using the Rest Area, it must conform to the signing standards in the MUTCD and 
design standards adopted by the Department.  Such Acknowledgement Signs must not have 
moving elements or simulate movement, have bold or vibrant colors, or be attached to, imitate or 
interfere with any traffic control device.   

(2) When the sponsorship is for a specific Rest Area feature or a component of a specific Rest 
Area feature, one Acknowledgement Sign may be installed in the Rest Area placed at or as close 
as practical to the feature being sponsored.  The sign will not be installed in a location where it 
would obscure a Rest Area visitor’s view of traffic control devices, interfere with the regular use 
of the Rest Area by Rest Area visitors, or be visible from the mainline highway.  The sign will 
say ‘_____________ SPONSORED BY’ on the first line and the Participant name or acronym 
on the next one or two lines.   

(3) When the sponsorship is for the overall Rest Area, one Acknowledgement Sign for each 
direction of travel may be installed on the mainline upon approval of the Department.  The 
Acknowledgement Sign may be an independent sign assembly or an acknowledgement 
plaque/rider added to an existing sign and placed as close as practicable to the entrance to the 
Rest Area and will say ‘REST AREA SPONSORED BY’ on the first line with the Participant 
name or acronym on the next one or two lines.  Acknowledgement Signs on the mainline must be 
static, non-changeable signs and shall not be overhead installations.  When the 
Acknowledgement Sign on the mainline is an independent sign assembly, it must be located at 
least 500 feet from any other traffic control device.  In addition, one Acknowledgement Sign 
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may be placed in the Rest Area provided the sign is not visible to the mainline highway and does 
not pose a safety risk to Rest Area users.   

Stat. Auth.: ORS 184.616, 184.619, 366.205 
Other Authority: Federal Policy 5160.1A 
Stats. Implemented: ORS 366.205 

 

734-031-0030 
Sponsorship Agreement 
(1) The Sponsorship Agreement shall be an agreement for the Participant to provide for 
development, operation or maintenance of a Rest Area.  When the Sponsorship Agreement is for 
a Rest Area within Interstate highway right of way, the Sponsorship Agreement must be 
approved by Federal Highway Administration to determine consistency with its directives and 
MUTCD. 

(2) The Sponsorship Agreement will include the name of the Rest Area and a full description of 
the Contribution including the quantity of Product being provided or the frequency that Highway 
Related Services are to be performed.   

(3) The term of the Sponsorship Agreement will be for a period of at least 1 year.   

(a) When the Contribution is a Highway Related Service for the Rest Area operation or 
maintenance, the service must be provided at least twice over the 1-year period.  When the 
Highway Related Service is for development of a Rest Area or Rest Area feature, the 
Contribution must be for a significant portion of the overall project as identified in the project 
solicitation.   

(b) When the Contribution is for a Product, the quantity of Product must be adequate to meet the 
expected need for the 1-year period.   

(c) When the Contribution is money, the value must be a significant portion of the development 
cost or the cost to operate or maintain the Rest Area or the specific feature of the Rest Area. 

(4) The Sponsorship Agreement is not transferable and may be cancelled by mutual consent of 
the parties or by the Rest Area Operator for cause including, but not limited to safety 
considerations concerning Rest Area or highway operations, failure of the Participant to perform 
the work described in the Sponsorship Agreement, failure of the Participant to comply with 
provisions of the Sponsorship Agreement, or a determination the sponsorship agreement is no 
longer in the public’s best interest.   

(5) The Participant shall not use the Rest Area or state highway to display advertising signs or 
display or sell merchandise of any kind.  Unauthorized items may be removed at the direction of 
the Department, Rest Area Operator, or law enforcement personnel. 

(6) The Participant shall be bound by all applicable federal, state and local laws, rules, and 
regulations and such other terms and conditions as may be required in the Sponsorship 
Agreement. 

(7) When the Sponsorship Agreement is for a Highway Related Service, the Participant will have 
the following additional responsibilities:  
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(a) The Participant will be responsible and liable for the care, control, supervision and assurance 
of safety of all Participant members and the safety of Rest Area users.   

(b) When work may impact motorists using the Rest Area or the mainline highway, the 
Participant will protect the work area in accordance with the MUTCD and the Oregon 
Temporary Traffic Control Handbook in force at the time the work is conducted.  

(c) Maintain a copy of the fully signed Sponsorship Agreement at the worksite when the 
Highway Related Service is being performed and make it available to the Department, Rest Area 
Operator, or law enforcement personnel upon request.  No work activities are to occur in the Rest 
Area until the Participant has obtained a fully signed Sponsorship Agreement.  

(d) Vehicles used to transport Participant or its members to and from the Rest Area must be 
parked within the Rest Area so as not to interfere with the regular use of the Rest Area or to 
create a hazard to motor vehicle traffic. Vehicles must be moved by the Participant upon request 
of the Department, Rest Area Operator, or law enforcement personnel.   

(e) The Participant must protect all existing Rest Area features, including but not limited to the 
paved surfaces, sidewalks, drainage features, landscaping, and fences, from damage as a result of 
their activity.  The Participant shall restore any damaged feature to the satisfaction of the Rest 
Area Operator whether discovered at the time of damage or at a later date. Unrepaired damage or 
unrestored features may be repaired or restored by the Rest Area Operator at the expense of the 
Participant.  

Stat. Auth.: ORS 184.616, 184.619, 366.205 
Other Authority: Federal Policy 5160.1A 
Stats. Implemented: ORS 366.205 


