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Foreword
Laws governing registration of vehicles and licensing of their operators, as well 
as the rules of the road, establish the pattern for safe and efficient use of Oregon 
streets and highways.

Subjects fully covered in this limited compilation of Oregon Revised Statutes (ORS) 
include motor vehicle titles and registration; driver licensing; vehicle equipment, size 
and weight; traffic offense procedures; traffic safety; rules of the road; registration of 
commercial motor vehicles; motor carriers; and railroads.

The Oregon Vehicle Code in its entirety (ORS chapters 801 through 826) can be 
found at: www.oregonlegislature.gov/bills_laws/Pages/ORS.aspx.
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TITLE 59

OREGON VEHICLE CODE CHAPTERS
801. General Provisions and Definitions for Oregon Vehicle Code
803.  Vehicle Title and Registration
805.  Special Registration Provisions
807.  Driving Privileges and Identification Cards
810. Road Authorities; Courts; Police; Other Enforcement Officials
811. Rules of the Road for Drivers
815. Vehicle Equipment Generally
816. Vehicle Equipment: Lights
818. Vehicle Limits
823. Carrier Regulation Generally
824. Railroads
825. Motor Carriers
826. Registration of Commercial Vehicles

This is a limited compilation of the Oregon Vehicle Code, which can be found in its 
entirety at www.oregonlegislature.gov/bills_laws/Pages/ORS.aspx.

_______________

Chapter 801

2021 EDITION

General Provisions and Definitions
 for Oregon Vehicle Code

GENERAL PROVISIONS
801.010 Short title
801.015 Effect of naming offenses
801.020 Statements of policy and purpose; applicability of vehicle code
801.026 General exemptions; exceptions
801.030 Exemptions from amendments to vehicle code
801.038 Local government regulation of cell phones in motor vehicles
801.040 Authority to adopt special provisions
801.041 Terms and conditions for imposition of registration fee by county; rules
801.042 Terms and conditions for imposition of registration fee by district; rules
801.043 Moneys required by department for initial implementation of registration 

fees
801.044 County registration fees; Willamette River bridges
801.045 Permissive use of private roadway
801.050 Privilege of motorist to use highways

DEFINITIONS
801.100 Definitions generally
801.110 “Alley”
801.115 “Ambulance”
801.120 “Ambulatory disability”
801.125 “Antique vehicle”
801.127 “Arterial”
801.130 “Assembled vehicle”
801.133 “Autocycle”

https://www.oregonlegislature.gov/bills_laws/Pages/ORS.aspx
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801.135 “Axle”
801.140 “Balance trailer”
801.150 “Bicycle”
801.155 “Bicycle lane”
801.160 “Bicycle path”
801.163 “Biometric data”
801.165 “Bus trailer”
801.170 “Business district”
801.175 “Canceled”; “cancellation”
801.180 “Camper”
801.183 “Certificate of sale”
801.185 “Certificate of title”
801.187 “Circulatory roadway”
801.190 “Class I all-terrain vehicle”
801.193 “Class II all-terrain vehicle”
801.194 “Class III all-terrain vehicle” and “Class IV all-terrain vehicle”
801.197 “Collector”
801.198 “Combination of vehicles”
801.199 “Combined weight”
801.200 “Commercial bus”
801.205 “Commercial bus trailer”
801.207 “Commercial driver license” and “commercial driving privileges”
801.208 “Commercial motor vehicle”
801.210 “Commercial vehicle”
801.215 “Commission”
801.217 “Converter dolly”
801.220 “Crosswalk”
801.225 “Department”
801.230 “Director”
801.236 “Dismantler”
801.237 “District” defined for certain purposes
801.245 “Driver license”
801.250 “Driver permit”
801.255 “Driving privilege”
801.258 “Electric assisted bicycle”
801.259 “Electric personal assistive mobility device”
801.260 “Emergency vehicle”
801.261 “Endorsement”
801.263 “Engine brake”
801.265 “Farm tractor”
801.270 “Farm trailer”
801.272 “Field sobriety test”
801.275 “Fifth wheel hitch”
801.280 “Financial responsibility requirements”
801.285 “Fixed load vehicle”
801.288 “Funeral escort vehicle”; “funeral lead vehicle”; “funeral procession”
801.290 “Future responsibility filing”
801.295 “Golf cart”
801.297 “Gross combination weight rating”
801.298 “Gross vehicle weight rating”
801.300 “Group of axles”
801.303 “Hazardous materials”
801.305 “Highway”
801.308 “Identity source documents”
801.310 “Implement of husbandry”
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801.317 “Inhalant”
801.320 “Intersection”
801.323 “Issue”; “issuance”
801.330 “Loaded weight”
801.331 “Low-speed vehicle”
801.333 “Manufactured structure”
801.335 “Manufacturer”
801.341 “Medium-speed electric vehicle”
801.345 “Moped”
801.348 “Motor assisted scooter”
801.350 “Motor home”
801.355 “Motor truck”
801.360 “Motor vehicle”
801.365 “Motorcycle”
801.366 “Motorcycle helmet”
801.368 “Narrow residential roadway”
801.370 “Operation”
801.375 “Owner”
801.380 “Park” or “parking”
801.385 “Pedestrian”
801.390 “Pole trailer”
801.395 “Police officer”
801.397 “Prefabricated structure”
801.400 “Premises open to the public”
801.404 “Racing activity vehicle”
801.406 “Rail fixed guideway public transportation system”
801.408 “Reconstructed vehicle”
801.409 “Recreational vehicle”
801.415 “Registration plate”
801.420 “Registration weight”
801.425 “Replica”
801.430 “Residence district”
801.435 “Revoked”
801.440 “Right of way”
801.445 “Road authority”
801.447 “Road machinery”
801.450 “Roadway”
801.451 “Roundabout”
801.454 “Salvage title certificate”
801.455 “School activity vehicle”
801.460 “School bus”
801.462 “School zone”
801.465 “Security interest”
801.470 “Self-supporting trailer”
801.475 “Semitrailer”
801.480 “Shoulder”
801.485 “Sidewalk”
801.490 “Snowmobile”
801.495 “Special mobile equipment”
801.500 “Special use trailer”
801.505 “Stand” or “standing”
801.507 “Stinger-steered”
801.510 “Stop”
801.513 “Street rod”
801.515 “Suspend”
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801.520 “Tandem axles”
801.522 “Tank vehicle”
801.524 “Throughway”
801.525 “Tire”
801.526 “Title”
801.527 “Totaled vehicle”; “totaled”
801.529 “Tow dolly”
801.530 “Tow vehicle”
801.545 “Traffic crime”
801.555 “Traffic offense”
801.557 “Traffic violation”
801.560 “Trailer”
801.562 “Transitional ownership record”
801.575 “Truck tractor”
801.580 “Truck trailer”
801.585 “Unloaded weight”
801.590 “Vehicle”
801.592 “Vehicle appraiser”
801.595 “Vehicle code”
801.600 “Vehicle identification number”
801.605 “Vehicle of special interest”
801.608 “Vulnerable user of a public way”
801.610 “Worker transport bus”
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GENERAL PROVISIONS

 801.010 Short title. (1) ORS chapters 801 to 826 may be cited as the Oregon 
Vehicle Code.
 (2) ORS 809.600 to 809.640 may be cited as the Habitual Traffic Offenders Act.
 (3) ORS 813.095, 813.100, 813.131, 813.132, 813.140, 813.150, 813.310, 
813.320 and 813.410 to 813.440 may be cited as the Motorist Implied Consent Law. 
[1983 c.338 §1; 1985 c.16 §2; 1995 c.733 §10; 1997 c.25 §4; 2003 c.814 §4]

 801.015 Effect of naming offenses. The names given offenses in the vehicle 
code do not establish or limit the elements of the offense described but are 
merely for the convenience of the readers of the vehicle code and of the persons 
administering and enforcing the vehicle code. [1983 c.338 §2]

 801.020 Statements of policy and purpose; applicability of vehicle code. 
This section contains statements of purpose or intent that are applicable to portions 
of the vehicle code as described in the following:
 (1) The provisions of the vehicle code and other statutory provisions described 
in this subsection are an exercise of the police powers of this state, and the 
purpose, object and intent of the sections is to provide a comprehensive system 
for the regulation of all motor and other vehicles in this state. This subsection is 
applicable to the following:
 (a) Those provisions of the vehicle code relating to the administration of the 
Department of Transportation.
 (b) Those provisions of the vehicle code relating to the registration and titling of 
vehicles.
 (c) Those provisions of the vehicle code relating to the regulation of the 
businesses of vehicle dealers, dismantlers, vehicle transporters, driver training 
schools and instructors and the towing and recovery of vehicles.
 (d) Those provisions relating to the transfer and alteration of vehicles.
 (2) It is the policy of this state to promote and encourage the fullest possible use 
of its highway system by authorizing the making and execution of motor vehicle 
reciprocal or proportional registration agreements, arrangements and declarations 
with other states, provinces, territories and countries with respect to vehicles 
registered in this and such other states, provinces, territories and countries, thus 
contributing to the economic and social development and growth of this state.
 (3) The provisions described in this subsection shall be applicable and uniform 
throughout this state and in all political subdivisions and municipalities therein 
and on the ocean shore which has been or may hereafter be declared a state 
recreation area. This subsection applies to provisions of the vehicle code relating 
to abandoned vehicles, vehicle equipment, regulation of vehicle size, weight and 
load, the manner of operation of vehicles and use of roads by persons, animals and 
vehicles.
 (4) The provisions of the vehicle code applicable to drivers of vehicles upon the 
highways shall apply to the drivers of all vehicles owned or operated by the United 
States, this state or any county, city, district or any other political subdivision of this 
state, subject to such specific exceptions as are set forth in the vehicle code.
 (5) Except as provided otherwise by federal law, the provisions of the vehicle 
code shall be applicable and uniform on federal lands within this state.
 (6) Except as provided otherwise by federal law, traffic rules and regulations 
which are promulgated by a federal authority having jurisdiction over federal lands 
within this state and which vary from the provisions of the vehicle code shall be the 
law of the local authority within whose boundaries the federal land is located, and 
enforceable as such, if:
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 (a) Local authorities are authorized to vary in the same manner under the 
provisions of the vehicle code; and
 (b) Prior approval for the variance has been obtained by the federal authority 
from the governing body of the local authority within whose boundaries the federal 
land is located.
 (7) The vehicle code shall govern the construction of and punishment 
for any vehicle code offense committed after June 27, 1975, the construction 
and application of any defense to a prosecution for such an offense and any 
administrative proceedings authorized or affected by the vehicle code.
 (8) When all or part of a vehicle code statute is amended or repealed, the 
statute or part thereof so amended or repealed remains in force for the purpose 
of authorizing the accusation, prosecution, conviction and punishment of a person 
who violated the statute or part thereof before the effective date of the amending or 
repealing Act.
 (9) The provisions of the vehicle code described in this subsection relating to 
the operation of vehicles refer exclusively to operation of vehicles upon highways 
and the ocean shore which has been or may hereafter be declared to be a state 
recreation area, except where the vehicle code specifically provides otherwise. 
This subsection applies to the provisions of the vehicle code relating to abandoned 
vehicles, vehicle equipment, regulation of vehicle size, weight and load, the manner 
of operation of vehicles and use of roads by persons, animals and vehicles.
 (10) All reciprocity and proportional registration agreements, arrangements 
and declarations relating to vehicles, in force and effect on August 22, 1969, shall 
continue in force and effect until specifically amended or revoked as provided by law 
or by such arrangements or agreements.
 (11) It is hereby declared to be the policy of this state:
 (a) To provide maximum safety for all persons who travel or otherwise use the 
public highways of this state;
 (b) To deny the privilege of operating motor vehicles on the public highways to 
persons who by their conduct and record have demonstrated their indifference for 
the safety and welfare of others and their disrespect for the laws of the state, the 
orders of its courts and the statutorily required acts of its administrative agencies; 
and
 (c) To discourage repetition of criminal acts by individuals against the peace and 
dignity of the state and its political subdivisions and to impose increased and added 
deprivation of the privilege to operate motor vehicles upon habitual offenders who 
have been convicted repeatedly of violations of traffic laws.
 (12) If any of the provisions under ORS 818.200 relating to variance permits are 
found to contravene section 127 of title 23, United States Code, it shall not serve to 
render inoperative any remaining of such provisions that may be held not to conflict 
with that federal law. [1983 c.338 §4; 1985 c.16 §4; 2003 c.655 §84b; 2005 c.654 
§36]

 801.025 [1983 c.338 §5; 1985 c.16 §5; 1987 c.447 §139; repealed by 1989 c.400 
§1 (801.026 enacted in lieu of 801.025)]

 801.026 General exemptions; exceptions. (1) Persons, motor vehicles and 
equipment employed or used by a public or telecommunications utility, electric 
cooperative or by the United States, this state or any political subdivision of this 
state are exempt from the provisions of the vehicle code specified in subsection (3) 
of this section while on a highway and working or being used to service, construct, 
maintain or repair the facilities of a utility.
 (2) Persons, motor vehicles and equipment employed or being used in the 
construction or reconstruction of a street or highway are exempt from the provisions 
of the vehicle code specified in subsection (3) of this section if:
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 (a) They are within the immediate construction project as described in the 
governmental agency contract, if there is a contract; and
 (b) The work is being done in an area that is signed in accordance with the 
manual adopted under ORS 810.200.
 (3) Persons, motor vehicles and equipment described in subsections (1) and (2) 
of this section are exempt from provisions of the vehicle code relating to rules of the 
road as described in ORS chapter 811, except that this subsection does not apply 
to:
 (a) Reckless driving, as defined in ORS 811.140.
 (b) Driving while under the influence of intoxicants, as defined in ORS 813.010.
 (c) Failure to perform the duties of a driver involved in a collision, as described 
in ORS 811.700 or 811.705.
 (d) Criminal driving while suspended or revoked, as defined in ORS 811.182.
 (e) Fleeing or attempting to elude a police officer, as defined in ORS 811.540.
 (f) The provisions of ORS 811.145, 811.155, 811.170 and 811.175.
 (4) Motor vehicles and equipment being used in the area and in the manner 
described in subsection (2) of this section are also exempt from the provisions 
of the vehicle code relating to vehicle size and weight to the extent set out in the 
governmental agency contract.
 (5) Devices moved exclusively on stationary rail tracks are exempt from the 
vehicle code.
 (6) Devices that are powered exclusively by human power are not subject to 
those provisions of the vehicle code that relate to vehicles. Notwithstanding this 
subsection, bicycles are generally subject to the vehicle code as provided under 
ORS 814.400.
 (7) The exemptions in subsection (3) of this section do not apply to the persons 
and vehicles when traveling to or from the facilities or construction project. [1989 
c.400 §2 (enacted in lieu of 801.025); 1999 c.1051 §82; 2018 c.22 §5]

 801.030 Exemptions from amendments to vehicle code. This section 
describes exemptions from specific changes to the vehicle code. The exemptions 
allow some practice or right to continue after the change is made. The exemptions 
are as follows:
 (1) Nothing contained in ORS 810.150 shall require the redesign, modification or 
replacement of street drains installed prior to September 13, 1975.
 (2) Sections 2 to 169, chapter 451, Oregon Laws 1975, shall not apply to or 
govern the construction of or punishment for any vehicle code offense committed 
before June 27, 1975, or the construction and application of any defense to a 
prosecution for such an offense and do not impair or render ineffectual any court or 
administrative proceedings or procedural matters which occurred before June 27, 
1975. [1983 c.338 §6; 1985 c.171 §1]

 801.035 [1983 c.338 §7; 1985 c.16 §6; 1985 c.400 §1; 1989 c.43 §15; 1991 
c.407 §19; repealed by 1995 c.733 §74]

 801.038 Local government regulation of cell phones in motor vehicles. 
A city, county or other local government may not enact or enforce any charter 
provision, ordinance, resolution or other provision regulating the use of cellular 
telephones in motor vehicles. [2001 c.133 §1]

 Note: 801.038 was enacted into law by the Legislative Assembly but was not 
added to or made a part of the Oregon Vehicle Code or any chapter or series 
therein by legislative action. See Preface to Oregon Revised Statutes for further 
explanation.
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 801.040 Authority to adopt special provisions. This section describes 
circumstances where special provisions are made concerning the authority of 
cities, counties or other political subdivisions in relation to some portion of the 
vehicle code. This section is not the only section of the vehicle code that applies 
to such authority and shall not be interpreted to affect the vehicle code except as 
specifically provided in this section. The following limits are partial or complete as 
described:
 (1) No county, municipal or other local body with authority to adopt and 
administer local police regulations under the Constitution and laws of this state 
shall enact or enforce any rule or regulation in conflict with the provisions of the 
vehicle code described in this subsection except as specifically authorized in the 
vehicle code. This subsection applies to the provisions of the vehicle code relating 
to abandoned vehicles, vehicle equipment, regulation of vehicle size, weight and 
load, the manner of operation of vehicles and use of roads by persons, animals and 
vehicles.
 (2) Except as provided in ORS 822.230 and this subsection, no city, county 
or other political subdivisions shall regulate or require or issue any registration, 
licenses, permits or surety bonds or charge any fee for the regulatory or surety 
registration of any person required to obtain a certificate from the Department of 
Transportation under ORS 822.205. This subsection does not:
 (a) Limit any authority of a city or county to license and collect a general and 
nondiscriminatory license fee levied upon all businesses or to levy a tax based 
upon business conducted by any person within the city or county.
 (b) Limit the authority of any city or county to impose any requirements or 
conditions as part of any contract to perform towing or recovering services for the 
city or county.
 (c) Limit the authority of any city or county to impose requirements and 
conditions that govern the towing of a vehicle by a towing business under ORS 
98.812 so long as those requirements and conditions are consistent with the 
provisions of ORS 822.230.
 (3) No city, county or other political subdivision of this state, nor any state 
agency, may adopt a regulation or ordinance that imposes a special fee for the 
use of public lands or waters by snowmobiles or Class I all-terrain vehicles, or for 
the use of any access thereto that is owned by or under the jurisdiction of either 
the United States, this state or any such city, county or other political subdivision. 
The registration fees provided by ORS 821.320 are in lieu of any personal property 
or excise tax imposed on snowmobiles by this state or any political subdivision. 
No city, county or other municipality, and no state agency shall impose any other 
registration or license fee on any snowmobile in this state. This subsection does 
not prohibit any city, county or other political subdivision, or any state agency from 
regulating the operation of snowmobiles or Class I all-terrain vehicles on public 
lands, waters and other properties under its jurisdiction and on streets or highways 
within its boundaries by adopting regulations or ordinances of its governing body if 
such regulations are not inconsistent with ORS 821.150 to 821.292.
 (4) The provisions of ORS 819.110 to 819.215 relating to towing of vehicles that 
are abandoned establish minimum requirements subject to the following:
 (a) Notwithstanding paragraph (b) of this subsection, a county or incorporated 
city may supersede such provisions by ordinance or charter provision.
 (b) Any road authority described under ORS 810.010 may adopt rules or 
procedures that do not conflict with such provisions to provide for additional 
protection for the owner or person with an interest in a vehicle subject to such 
provisions or that more quickly accomplish the procedures established under such 
provisions.
 (5) Any incorporated city may by ordinance require that the driver of a vehicle 
involved in an accident file with a designated city department a copy of any report 
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required to be filed under ORS 811.725. All such reports shall be for the confidential 
use of the city department but subject to the same requirements for release of such 
reports as provided for the release of such reports by the department under ORS 
802.220 and 802.240.
 (6) Except as otherwise specifically provided in this section, in accordance 
with the provisions of ORS 801.041, the governing body of a county may establish 
by ordinance registration fees for vehicles registered at a residence or business 
address within the county.
 (7) Except as otherwise specifically provided in this section, in accordance 
with the provisions of ORS 801.042, the governing body of a district may establish 
by ordinance registration fees for vehicles registered at a residence or business 
address within the district. [1983 c.338 §8; 1985 c.16 §7; 1985 c.171 §2; 1985 c.459 
§2a; 1987 c.765 §3; 1989 c.864 §3; 1989 c.991 §22; 1995 c.758 §5; 1995 c.774 §6; 
1999 c.977 §13; 2009 c.371 §1]

 801.041 Terms and conditions for imposition of registration fee by county; 
rules. The following apply to the authority granted to counties by ORS 801.040 to 
establish registration fees for vehicles:
 (1) An ordinance establishing registration fees under this section must be 
enacted by the county imposing the registration fee and filed with the Department 
of Transportation. Notwithstanding ORS 203.055 or any provision of a county 
charter, the governing body of a county with a population of 350,000 or more 
may enact an ordinance establishing registration fees. The governing body of a 
county with a population of less than 350,000 may enact an ordinance establishing 
registration fees after submitting the ordinance to the electors of the county for their 
approval. The governing body of the county imposing the registration fee shall enter 
into an intergovernmental agreement under ORS 190.010 with the department by 
which the department shall collect the registration fees, pay them over to the county 
and, if necessary, allow the credit or credits described in ORS 803.445 (5). The 
intergovernmental agreement must state the date on which the department shall 
begin collecting registration fees for the county.
 (2) The authority granted by this section allows the establishment of registration 
fees in addition to those described in ORS 803.420 and 803.422. There is no 
authority under this section to affect registration periods, qualifications, cards, 
plates, requirements or any other provision relating to vehicle registration under the 
vehicle code.
 (3) Except as otherwise provided for in this subsection, when registration fees 
are imposed under this section, they must be imposed on all vehicle classes. 
Registration fees as provided under this section may not be imposed on the 
following:
 (a) Snowmobiles and Class I all-terrain vehicles.
 (b) Fixed load vehicles.
 (c) Vehicles registered under ORS 805.100 to disabled veterans.
 (d) Vehicles registered as antique vehicles under ORS 805.010.
 (e) Vehicles registered as vehicles of special interest under ORS 805.020.
 (f) Government-owned or operated vehicles registered under ORS 805.040 or 
805.045.
 (g) School buses or school activity vehicles registered under ORS 805.050.
 (h) Law enforcement undercover vehicles registered under ORS 805.060.
 (i) Vehicles registered on a proportional basis for interstate operation.
 (j) Vehicles with a registration weight of 26,001 pounds or more described in 
ORS 803.420 (14)(a) or (b).
 (k) Vehicles registered as farm vehicles under the provisions of ORS 805.300.
 (L) Travel trailers, campers and motor homes.
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 (m) Vehicles registered to an employment address as provided in ORS 802.250 
when the eligible public employee or household member’s residence address is not 
within the county of the employment address. The department may adopt rules it 
considers necessary for the administration of this paragraph.
 (n) Vehicles registered under ORS 805.110 to former prisoners of war.
 (4) Any registration fee imposed by a county must be a fixed amount not to 
exceed, with respect to any vehicle class, the sum of the registration fee established 
under ORS 803.420 (6)(a) and the fee applicable to the registered vehicle under 
ORS 803.422. For vehicles on which a flat fee is imposed under ORS 803.420, the 
fee must be a whole dollar amount.
 (5) Moneys from registration fees established under this section must be paid to 
the county establishing the registration fees as provided in ORS 802.110.
 (6) Except as provided in ORS 801.044, or unless a different distribution is 
agreed upon by the county and the cities within the jurisdiction of the county, the 
county ordinance shall provide for payment of at least 40 percent of the moneys 
from registration fees established under this section to cities within the county.
 (7) The moneys for the cities and the county shall be used for any purpose for 
which moneys from registration fees may be used, including the payment of debt 
service and costs related to bonds or other obligations issued for such purposes.
 (8) Two or more counties may act jointly to impose a registration fee under 
this section. The ordinance of each county acting jointly with another under this 
subsection must provide for the distribution of moneys collected through a joint 
registration fee. [1989 c.864 §4; 1993 c.751 §3; 2003 c.655 §85; 2009 c.865 
§§40,40a; 2011 c.145 §§2,3; 2015 c.404 §1; 2017 c.62 §2; 2017 c.750 §39b; 2018 
c.24 §1; 2018 c.93 §24; 2019 c.392 §1]

 Note: 801.041, 801.042 and 801.043 were enacted into law by the Legislative 
Assembly but were not added to or made a part of the Oregon Vehicle Code or 
any chapter or series therein by legislative action. See Preface to Oregon Revised 
Statutes for further explanation.

 801.042 Terms and conditions for imposition of registration fee by district; 
rules. The following apply to the authority granted to a district by ORS 801.040 to 
establish registration fees for vehicles:
 (1) Before the governing body of a district can impose a registration fee 
under this section, it must submit the proposal to the electors of the district for 
their approval and, if the proposal is approved, enter into an intergovernmental 
agreement under ORS 190.010 with the governing bodies of all counties, other 
districts and cities with populations of over 300,000 that overlap the district. The 
intergovernmental agreement must state the registration fees and, if necessary, how 
the revenue from the fees shall be apportioned among counties and the districts. 
Before the governing body of a county can enter into such an intergovernmental 
agreement, the county shall consult with the cities in its jurisdiction.
 (2) If a district raises revenues from a registration fee for purposes related to 
highways, roads, streets and roadside rest areas, the governing body of that district 
shall establish a Regional Arterial Fund and shall deposit in the Regional Arterial 
Fund all such registration fees.
 (3) Interest received on moneys credited to the Regional Arterial Fund shall 
accrue to and become a part of the Regional Arterial Fund.
 (4) The Regional Arterial Fund must be administered by the governing body 
of the district referred to in subsection (2) of this section and such governing 
body by ordinance may disburse moneys in the Regional Arterial Fund. Moneys 
within the Regional Arterial Fund may be disbursed only for a program of projects 
recommended by a joint policy advisory committee on transportation consisting of 
local officials and state agency representatives designated by the district referred 
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to in subsection (2) of this section. The projects for which the joint policy advisory 
committee on transportation can recommend funding must concern arterials, 
collectors or other improvements designated by the joint policy advisory committee 
on transportation.
 (5) Ordinances establishing registration fees under this section must be filed 
with the Department of Transportation. The governing body of the district imposing 
the registration fee shall enter into an intergovernmental agreement under ORS 
190.010 with the department by which the department shall collect the registration 
fees, pay them over to the district and, if necessary, allow the credit or credits 
described in ORS 803.445 (5). The intergovernmental agreement must state the 
date on which the department shall begin collecting registration fees for the district.
 (6) The authority granted by this section allows the establishment of registration 
fees in addition to those described in ORS 803.420 and 803.422. There is no 
authority under this section to affect registration periods, qualifications, cards, 
plates, requirements or any other provision relating to vehicle registration under the 
vehicle code.
 (7) Except as otherwise provided for in this subsection, when registration fees 
are imposed under this section, the fees must be imposed on all vehicle classes. 
Registration fees as provided under this section may not be imposed on the 
following:
 (a) Snowmobiles and Class I all-terrain vehicles.
 (b) Fixed load vehicles.
 (c) Vehicles registered under ORS 805.100 to disabled veterans.
 (d) Vehicles registered as antique vehicles under ORS 805.010.
 (e) Vehicles registered as vehicles of special interest under ORS 805.020.
 (f) Government-owned or operated vehicles registered under ORS 805.040 or 
805.045.
 (g) School buses or school activity vehicles registered under ORS 805.050.
 (h) Law enforcement undercover vehicles registered under ORS 805.060.
 (i) Vehicles registered on a proportional basis for interstate operation.
 (j) Vehicles with a registration weight of 26,001 pounds or more described in 
ORS 803.420 (14)(a) or (b).
 (k) Vehicles registered as farm vehicles under the provisions of ORS 805.300.
 (L) Travel trailers, campers and motor homes.
 (m) Vehicles registered to an employment address as provided in ORS 802.250 
when the eligible public employee or household member’s residence address is not 
within the county of the employment address. The department may adopt rules it 
considers necessary for the administration of this paragraph.
 (n) Vehicles registered under ORS 805.110 to former prisoners of war.
 (8) Any registration fee imposed by the governing body of a district must be a 
fixed amount not to exceed, with respect to any vehicle class, the registration fee 
established under ORS 803.420 (6)(a) and the fee applicable to the registered 
vehicle under ORS 803.422. For vehicles on which a flat fee is imposed under ORS 
803.420, the fee must be a whole dollar amount. [1989 c.864 §5; 1993 c.751 §4; 
2003 c.655 §86; 2015 c.404 §2; 2017 c.62 §3; 2017 c.750 §39c; 2018 c.93 §25]

 Note: See note under 801.041.

 801.043 Moneys required by department for initial implementation of 
registration fees. Moneys required by the Department of Transportation to 
establish a system for the initial implementation of the collection and distribution 
of additional registration fees authorized by chapter 864, Oregon Laws 1989, shall 
be taken from the moneys that would otherwise be distributed to the counties and 
cities under ORS 366.739. [1989 c.864 §9]

 Note: See note under 801.041.
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 Note: Legislative Counsel has substituted “chapter 864, Oregon Laws 1989,” 
for the words “this Act” in section 9, chapter 864, Oregon Laws 1989, compiled as 
801.043. Specific ORS references have not been substituted, pursuant to 173.160. 
The sections for which substitution otherwise would be made may be determined 
by referring to the 1989 Comparative Section Table located in Volume 22 of ORS.

 801.044 County registration fees; Willamette River bridges. (1) A county 
ordinance that imposes a vehicle registration fee under ORS 801.041 is not required 
to provide for payment of at least 40 percent of moneys from the registration fee to 
cities within the county if the county:
 (a) Has a population of 650,000 or more; and
 (b) Uses the moneys from the registration fee to pay for performing capital 
maintenance on, planning, designing, replacing, acquiring necessary property for, 
engineering, constructing or repairing a bridge that crosses the Willamette River in 
the City of Portland, or the approaches to the bridge, including the payment of debt 
service and costs related to bonds or other obligations issued for such purposes.
 (2) This section applies to county vehicle registration fees that are imposed for 
the purpose of performing capital maintenance on, planning, designing, replacing, 
acquiring necessary property for, engineering, constructing or repairing a bridge 
that crosses the Willamette River in the City of Portland, or the approaches to the 
bridge, including the payment of debt service and costs related to bonds or other 
obligations issued for such purposes. [2019 c.392 §3]

 801.045 Permissive use of private roadway. Nothing in the provisions of the 
vehicle code described in this section shall prevent the owner of real property 
used by the public for purposes of vehicular travel by permission of the owner and 
not as a matter of right from prohibiting such use, or from requiring different or 
additional conditions than those specified or from otherwise regulating such use as 
may seem best to such owner. This section applies to the provisions of the vehicle 
code relating to abandoned vehicles, vehicle equipment, regulation of vehicle size, 
weight and load, the manner of operation of vehicles and use of roads by persons, 
animals and vehicles. [1983 c.338 §9]

 801.050 Privilege of motorist to use highways. Subject to compliance with the 
motor vehicle law of this state, owners and operators of motor vehicles are granted 
the privilege of using the highways of this state. [1983 c.338 §10; 1985 c.16 §8]
 801.055 Weight standards; Department of Transportation responsibility for weight 
determination; rules. (1) References in the vehicle code to weights and measures 
refer to United States Standards thereof.
 (2) For purposes of the vehicle code, the weights of vehicles, combinations 
of vehicles, parts of vehicles, wheels or axles shall be determined by the use of 
methods, procedures and devices established by the Department of Transportation 
by rule. The rules established in accordance with this subsection may include any 
or all of the following:
 (a) Methods and procedures to determine weights when weighing devices or 
facilities are not convenient.
 (b) Standards and certification procedures for weighing devices.
 (c) Any other rules the department determines necessary or convenient for 
purposes of this subsection. [1983 c.338 §11; 1985 c.172 §1]

 801.060 [2009 c.432 §1; repealed by 2017 c.568 §1]

 801.063 [2009 c.432 §2; repealed by 2017 c.568 §1]

 801.066 [2009 c.432 §3; repealed by 2017 c.568 §1]
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DEFINITIONS

 801.100 Definitions generally. Except where the context requires otherwise, the 
definitions given in the vehicle code govern its construction. [1983 c.338 §12]

 801.105 [1983 c.338 §13; repealed by 1993 c.741 §147]

 801.110 “Alley.” “Alley” means a street or highway primarily intended to provide 
access to the rear or side of lots or buildings in urban areas and not intended for 
through vehicular traffic. [1983 c.338 §14]

 801.115 “Ambulance.” “Ambulance” means any privately or publicly owned 
motor vehicle that is regularly provided or offered to be provided for the emergency 
transportation of persons who are ill or injured or who have disabilities. [1983 c.338 
§15; 2007 c.70 §320]

 801.120 “Ambulatory disability.” “Ambulatory disability” means a disability 
because of which a person:
 (1) Has a physical and permanent disability to such a degree that the person is 
unable to move from place to place without the aid of a wheelchair;
 (2) Is not able to cross curbs because of paralysis or loss of function of the 
person’s legs;
 (3) Is missing one or both legs; or
 (4) Has a permanently impaired or unsteady gait that makes it impossible or 
impractical to walk as a means of transportation. [1983 c.338 §16; 2007 c.70 §321]

 801.125 “Antique vehicle.” “Antique vehicle” means a vehicle that is older 
than one-half the number of years between the current year and 1900 and that is 
maintained as a collector’s item. [1983 c.338 §17; 2003 c.122 §1]

 801.127 “Arterial.” “Arterial” or “arterial highway” means a highway that is used 
primarily by through traffic. [1997 c.404 §2]

 801.130 “Assembled vehicle.” “Assembled vehicle” means a vehicle:
 (1) With a body that does not resemble any particular year model or make of 
vehicle;
 (2) That is not a vehicle rebuilt by a manufacturer;
 (3) That is not a vehicle built in a factory where the year model and make are 
assigned at the factory; and
 (4) That is not an antique vehicle, a vehicle of special interest, a reconstructed 
vehicle or a replica. [1983 c.338 §18; 1985 c.402 §3]

 801.133 “Autocycle.” “Autocycle” means a motorcycle that:
 (1) Is manufactured to travel on three wheels;
 (2) Has nonstraddle seating; and
 (3) Is equipped with a manufacturer-installed three-point safety belt or safety 
harness. [2017 c.296 §2; 2021 c.630 §125]

 801.135 “Axle.” “Axle” means any structure or structures, whether in one or more 
segments, of any vehicle, supported by wheels and on which the wheels rotate, 
so spaced longitudinally that the centers thereof are included between two vertical 
parallel transverse planes 40 inches apart. [1983 c.338 §19]

 801.140 “Balance trailer.” “Balance trailer” means every trailer, other than a 
self-supporting trailer, pole trailer or semitrailer, designed so that its weight and that 
of its load is substantially balanced upon its axle or axles and so that it couples to 
the towing vehicle with a device other than a fifth wheel hitch. The definition in this 
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section is based upon design features and, except as otherwise provided in this 
section, does not prohibit a balance trailer from fitting into another classification of 
trailer based on use. [1983 c.338 §20; 1985 c.16 §9]

 801.145 [1983 c.338 §21; 1999 c.1051 §278; repealed by 2011 c.597 §112]

 801.150 “Bicycle.” “Bicycle” means a vehicle that:
 (1) Is designed to be operated on the ground on wheels;
 (2) Has a seat or saddle for use of the rider;
 (3) Is designed to travel with not more than three wheels in contact with the 
ground;
 (4) Is propelled exclusively by human power; and
 (5) Has every wheel more than 14 inches in diameter or two tandem wheels 
either of which is more than 14 inches in diameter. [1983 c.338 §22]

 801.155 “Bicycle lane.” “Bicycle lane” means that part of the highway, adjacent 
to the roadway, designated by official signs or markings for use by persons riding 
bicycles except as otherwise specifically provided by law. A bicycle lane exists in an 
intersection if the bicycle lane is marked on opposite sides of the intersection in the 
same direction of travel. [1983 c.338 §23; 2019 c.120 §1]

 801.160 “Bicycle path.” “Bicycle path” means a public way, not part of a 
highway, that is designated by official signs or markings for use by persons riding 
bicycles except as otherwise specifically provided by law. [1983 c.338 §24]

 801.163 “Biometric data.” “Biometric data” means measurements of the 
physical characteristics of an individual’s face that can be used to authenticate the 
identity of an individual. [2005 c.775 §2]

 801.165 “Bus trailer.” “Bus trailer” means any trailer designed or used for 
carrying human beings. [1983 c.338 §25]

 801.170 “Business district.” “Business district” means the territory contiguous 
to a highway when 50 percent or more of the frontage thereon for a distance of 
600 feet or more on one side, or 300 feet or more on both sides, is occupied by 
buildings used for business. [1983 c.338 §26]

 801.175 “Canceled”; “cancellation.” (1) “Canceled,” with reference to vehicle 
registration or title, means that the registration or title is declared void and 
terminated and new registration or title may be obtained only as permitted by law.
 (2) “Cancellation” with reference to driving privileges or identification cards 
means the annulment or termination by formal action of the Department of 
Transportation of a person’s driving privileges or identification card, or of a person’s 
right to apply for privileges or identification card, because of some error or defect 
in a document or because the person is not eligible for the privileges or card. [1983 
c.338 §27; 1985 c.16 §10; 1993 c.393 §1]

 801.180 “Camper.” “Camper” means a structure that:
 (1) Has a floor;
 (2) Is designed to be mounted upon a motor vehicle;
 (3) Is not permanently attached to a motor vehicle upon which it is mounted;
 (4) Is designed to provide facilities for human habitation or for camping;
 (5) Is six feet or more in overall length;
 (6) Is five and one-half feet or more in height from floor to ceiling at any point; 
and
 (7) Has no more than one axle designed to support a portion of the weight of 
the camper. [1983 c.338 §28]
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 801.183 “Certificate of sale.” “Certificate of sale” means a document that 
contains the name and address of the purchaser and seller of a motor vehicle or 
component part, the date of sale, the consideration paid and a description of the 
vehicle or part and other essential elements of a sale of a motor vehicle or major 
component part. [2005 c.654 §2]

 801.185 “Certificate of title.” “Certificate of title” means a paper document 
issued by any jurisdiction specifically as evidence of vehicle ownership. A certificate 
of title is not necessarily the only evidence of vehicle ownership issued by a 
jurisdiction. [1983 c.338 §29; 1985 c.16 §11; 1987 c.217 §1; 1989 c.991 §23; 1991 
c.873 §22; 1993 c.233 §4]

 801.187 “Circulatory roadway.” “Circulatory roadway” means the portion of a 
highway within a roundabout that is used by vehicles to travel counterclockwise 
around a central island. A circulatory roadway does not have a crosswalk. [2001 
c.464 §3]

 801.190 “Class I all-terrain vehicle.” “Class I all-terrain vehicle” means a 
motorized, off-highway recreational vehicle that:
 (1) Is 50 inches or less in width;
 (2) Has a dry weight of 1,200 pounds or less;
 (3) Travels on three or more pneumatic tires that are six inches or more in width 
and that are designed for use on wheels with a rim diameter of 14 inches or less;
 (4) Uses handlebars for steering;
 (5) Has a seat designed to be straddled for the operator; and
 (6) Is designed for or capable of cross-country travel on or immediately over 
land, water, sand, snow, ice, marsh, swampland or other natural terrain. [1985 c.459 
§2; 1995 c.775 §9; 1997 c.228 §1; 2011 c.360 §1]

 801.193 “Class II all-terrain vehicle.” “Class II all-terrain vehicle” means any 
motor vehicle that:
 (1) Weighs more than or is wider than a Class I all-terrain vehicle;
 (2) Is designed for or capable of cross-country travel on or immediately over 
land, water, sand, snow, ice, marsh, swampland or other natural terrain;
 (3) Is actually being operated off a highway or is being operated on a highway 
for agricultural purposes under ORS 821.191; and
 (4) Is not a Class IV all-terrain vehicle. [1987 c.587 §2; 2005 c.227 §1; 2007 
c.207 §1; 2011 c.360 §2]

 801.194 “Class III all-terrain vehicle” and “Class IV all-terrain vehicle.” (1) 
“Class III all-terrain vehicle” means a motorcycle that travels on two tires and that is 
actually being operated off highway.
 (2) “Class IV all-terrain vehicle” means any motorized vehicle that:
 (a) Travels on four or more pneumatic tires that are six inches or more in width 
and that are designed for use on wheels with a rim diameter of 14 inches or less;
 (b) Is designed for or capable of cross-country travel on or immediately over 
land, water, sand, snow, ice, marsh, swampland or other natural terrain;
 (c) Has nonstraddle seating;
 (d) Has a steering wheel for steering control;
 (e) Has a dry weight of 2,500 pounds or less; and
 (f) Is 80 inches wide or less at its widest point. [1989 c.991 §2; 2011 c.360 §3; 
subsection (2) of 2011 Edition enacted as 2011 c.360 §5; 2019 c.491 §4]

 801.195 [1983 c.338 §31; renumbered 801.198 in 1997]

 801.196 [1989 c.723 §2; 1991 c.284 §4; renumbered 801.199 in 1997]
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 801.197 “Collector.” “Collector” or “collector highway” means a highway that 
serves primarily to funnel traffic from one local highway to another or between 
arterials and local highways. [1997 c.404 §3]

 801.198 “Combination of vehicles.” “Combination of vehicles” means two or 
more vehicles coupled together. [Formerly 801.195]

 801.199 “Combined weight.” “Combined weight” means the total empty weight 
of all vehicles in a combination plus the total weight of the load carried on that 
combination of vehicles. [Formerly 801.196]

 801.200 “Commercial bus.” “Commercial bus” means every motor vehicle 
designed or used for carrying passengers and their personal baggage and express 
for compensation, except:
 (1) Taxicabs that:
 (a) Are passenger vehicles with a passenger seating capacity that does not 
exceed five;
 (b) Carry passengers for hire where destination and route traveled may 
be controlled by a passenger and the fare is calculated on the basis of any 
combination of an initial fee, distance traveled or waiting time;
 (c) Are operated under a current license or permit issued by a city, county 
or other unit of local government where a permit or license is required for the 
operation of a taxicab; and
 (d) Transport persons or property, or both, between points in Oregon.
 (2) Vehicles commonly known and used as private passenger vehicles and 
not operated for compensation except in the transportation of students to or from 
school. [1983 c.338 §32; 1985 c.16 §12]

 801.205 “Commercial bus trailer.” “Commercial bus trailer” means a bus trailer:
 (1) That is designed or used for carrying passengers and their personal 
baggage for compensation.
 (2) Other than a vehicle commonly known and used as a private passenger 
vehicle not operated for compensation except in the transportation of students to or 
from school. [1983 c.338 §33; 1985 c.16 §13]

 801.207 “Commercial driver license” and “commercial driving privileges.” 
(1) “Commercial driver license” means a driver license issued by this state or any 
other jurisdiction that authorizes its holder to drive a commercial motor vehicle if the 
holder also has any necessary endorsements to the license.
 (2) “Commercial driving privileges” means the driving privileges granted by 
a commercial driver license or a commercial learner driver permit issued by this 
state or any other jurisdiction, either of which authorizes the individual to operate a 
class of commercial motor vehicle as permitted by the commercial driver license or 
commercial learner driver permit, subject to any endorsements or restrictions. [1989 
c.636 §3; 2003 c.14 §457; subsection (2) of 2013 Edition enacted as 2013 c.237 §2]

 801.208 “Commercial motor vehicle.” (1) “Commercial motor vehicle” means a 
motor vehicle or combination of motor vehicles and one or more vehicles that:
 (a) Has a gross combination weight rating or gross combination weight of 26,001 
pounds or more, whichever is greater, inclusive of one or more towed units, with a 
gross vehicle weight rating or gross vehicle weight of more than 10,000 pounds, 
whichever is greater;
 (b) Has a gross vehicle weight rating or gross vehicle weight of 26,001 pounds 
or more;
 (c) Is designed to transport 16 or more persons, including the driver; or
 (d) Is of any size and is used in the transportation of hazardous materials.
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 (2) Notwithstanding subsection (1) of this section, the term “commercial motor 
vehicle” does not include the following:
 (a) An emergency fire vehicle being operated by firefighters as defined in ORS 
652.050;
 (b) Emergency vehicles being operated by qualified emergency service 
volunteers as defined in ORS 401.358;
 (c) A motor home used to transport or house, for nonbusiness purposes, the 
operator or the operator’s family members or personal possessions; or
 (d) A recreational vehicle that is operated solely for personal use. [1989 c.636 
§2; 1991 c.185 §1; 1991 c.676 §1; 1999 c.359 §1; 2007 c.387 §1; 2009 c.395 §3; 
2009 c.718 §27; 2011 c.470 §1; 2013 c.237 §48]

 801.210 “Commercial vehicle.” “Commercial vehicle” means a vehicle that:
 (1) Is used for the transportation of persons for compensation or profit; or
 (2) Is designed or used primarily for the transportation of property. [1983 c.338 
§34]

 801.215 “Commission.” “Commission” means the Oregon Transportation 
Commission. [1983 c.338 §35]

 801.217 “Converter dolly.” “Converter dolly” means an auxiliary axle assembly 
equipped with a fifth wheel hitch and used to convert a semitrailer to a full trailer. 
[1991 c.284 §2]

 801.220 “Crosswalk.” “Crosswalk” means any portion of a roadway at an 
intersection or elsewhere that is distinctly indicated for pedestrian crossing by 
lines or other markings on the surface of the roadway that conform in design to 
the standards established for crosswalks under ORS 810.200. Whenever marked 
crosswalks have been indicated, such crosswalks and no other shall be deemed 
lawful across such roadway at that intersection. Where no marked crosswalk exists, 
a crosswalk is that portion of the roadway described in the following:
 (1) Where sidewalks, shoulders or a combination thereof exists, a crosswalk 
is the portion of a roadway at an intersection, not more than 20 feet in width as 
measured from the prolongation of the lateral line of the roadway toward the 
prolongation of the adjacent property line, that is included within:
 (a) The connections of the lateral lines of the sidewalks, shoulders or a 
combination thereof on opposite sides of the street or highway measured from the 
curbs or, in the absence of curbs, from the edges of the traveled roadway; or
 (b) The prolongation of the lateral lines of a sidewalk, shoulder or both, to the 
sidewalk or shoulder on the opposite side of the street, if the prolongation would 
meet such sidewalk or shoulder.
 (2) If there is neither sidewalk nor shoulder, a crosswalk is the portion of the 
roadway at an intersection, measuring not less than six feet in width, that would be 
included within the prolongation of the lateral lines of the sidewalk, shoulder or both 
on the opposite side of the street or highway if there were a sidewalk. [1983 c.338 
§36]

 801.225 “Department.” “Department” means the Department of Transportation. 
[1983 c.338 §37]

 801.230 “Director.” “Director” means Director of Transportation. [1983 c.338 §38]

 801.235 [1983 c.338 §39; 1985 c.139 §3; 1987 c.296 §1; 1989 c.243 §1; 2007 
c.70 §322; renumbered 801.387 in 2007]

 801.236 “Dismantler.” (1) “Dismantler” means a person who is engaged in the 
business of:
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 (a) Buying, selling, dealing in or processing, except for processing into scrap 
metal, motor vehicles for the purpose of destroying, salvaging, dismantling, 
disassembling, reducing to major component parts, crushing, compacting, recycling 
or substantially altering in form; or
 (b) Buying, selling, dealing in or processing motor vehicle major component 
parts that are stocked in the inventory of the business, if the buying, selling, dealing 
in or processing of major component parts is not part of a business selling new 
vehicles or repairing vehicles.
 (2) “Dismantler” does not include a scrap metal business as defined in ORS 
165.116. [2005 c.654 §3; 2021 c.412 §7]

 801.237 “District” defined for certain purposes. As used in this section and 
ORS 267.001, 268.503, 801.040, 801.042, 802.110, 803.420, 803.445 and 803.585, 
“district” means a mass transit or transportation district of over 400,000 persons 
established under ORS chapter 267 and a metropolitan service district of over 
400,000 persons established under ORS chapter 268. [1989 c.864 §2a; 2009 c.865 
§40d]
 Note: 801.237 was enacted into law by the Legislative Assembly but was not 
added to or made a part of the Oregon Vehicle Code or any chapter or series 
therein by legislative action. See Preface to Oregon Revised Statutes for further 
explanation.

 801.240 [1983 c.338 §40; repealed by 1993 c.741 §147]

 801.245 “Driver license.” “Driver license” or “license” may have any or all of 
the meanings provided for the terms under this section as required or appropriate 
under the section referring to the term. The term “driver license” may be used 
interchangeably with “license” and either term may be used in any or all of the 
following ways:
 (1) It may refer to a document issued by this state or any other jurisdiction as 
evidence of a grant of driving privileges.
 (2) It may refer to general driving privileges granted by this state or another 
jurisdiction. [1983 c.338 §54; 1985 c.182 §1; 1985 c.608 §2]

 801.250 “Driver permit.” “Driver permit” means a grant of driving privileges by 
this state or another jurisdiction that is more limited than those available under a 
license or that is only available under special or limited circumstances. The term 
may also refer to a document issued as evidence of a grant of driving privileges 
under a driver permit. Driver permits issued by this state include the following:
 (1) Applicant temporary driver permit described under ORS 807.310.
 (2) Court issued temporary driver permit described under ORS 807.320.
 (3) Disability golf cart driver permit described under ORS 807.210.
 (4) Emergency driver permit described under ORS 807.220.
 (5) Instruction driver permit described under ORS 807.280.
 (6) Hardship driver permit described under ORS 807.240.
 (7) Special student driver permit described under ORS 807.230.
 (8) Special temporary instruction driver permit described under ORS 807.290.
 (9) Court bail driver permit described under ORS 807.330.
 (10) Temporary driver permit described under ORS 813.110.
 (11) Commercial learner driver permit described under ORS 807.285. [1983 
c.338 §41; 1985 c.16 §14; 1985 c.608 §1; 1987 c.801 §1; 2013 c.237 §34; 2018 c.76 
§6]

 801.255 “Driving privilege.” “Driving privilege” means the grant of authority by a 
jurisdiction to a person that allows that person to drive a vehicle on highways within 
that jurisdiction. Driving privileges grant authority to a person not to a vehicle. The 
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driving privilege includes any such grant of authority whether or not documents are 
issued as evidence of the authority. In this state, driving privileges may be granted 
under:
 (1) A license as defined under ORS 801.207 and 801.245.
 (2) Driver permits as described in ORS 801.250.
 (3) The driving privileges established under ORS 807.020.
 (4) Any endorsement of a license or driver permit or limitations on a license or 
driver permit that allows a person to operate a motor vehicle. [1983 c.338 §42; 1989 
c.636 §8; 2003 c.14 §458]

 801.258 “Electric assisted bicycle.” “Electric assisted bicycle” means a vehicle 
that:
 (1) Is designed to be operated on the ground on wheels;
 (2) Has a seat or saddle for use of the rider;
 (3) Is designed to travel with not more than three wheels in contact with the 
ground;
 (4) Has both fully operative pedals for human propulsion and an electric motor; 
and
 (5) Is equipped with an electric motor that:
 (a) Has a power output of not more than 1,000 watts; and
 (b) Is incapable of propelling the vehicle at a speed of greater than 20 miles per 
hour on level ground. [1997 c.400 §2; 1999 c.59 §233]

 801.259 “Electric personal assistive mobility device.” “Electric personal 
assistive mobility device” means a device that:
 (1) Is self-balancing on two nontandem wheels;
 (2) Is designed to transport one person in a standing position;
 (3) Has an electric propulsion system; and
 (4) Has a maximum speed of 15 miles per hour. [2003 c.341 §2]

 801.260 “Emergency vehicle.” “Emergency vehicle” means a vehicle that is 
equipped with lights and sirens as required under ORS 820.350 and 820.370 and 
that is any of the following:
 (1) Operated by public police, fire or airport security agencies.
 (2) Designated as an emergency vehicle by a federal agency.
 (3) Designated as an emergency vehicle by the Director of Transportation. [1983 
c.338 §43; 1993 c.751 §5]

 801.261 “Endorsement.” ”Endorsement,” when used in relation to driving 
privileges, means a grant of driving privileges, or the evidence thereof, to a person 
who holds a license, or in some instances a driver permit, allowing the person to 
exercise driving privileges that are not granted by the license or driver permit. The 
types of endorsements granted by this state and the driving privileges granted 
under each type of endorsement are established by ORS 807.035. [2003 c.14 §461]

 801.263 “Engine brake.” (1) “Engine brake” means a device that converts a 
power-producing diesel engine into a power-absorbing air compressor, resulting in a 
net energy loss.
 (2) “Unmuffled engine brake” means an engine brake that is not equipped with a 
muffler in good working order. [1993 c.314 §9]

 801.265 “Farm tractor.” “Farm tractor” means a motor vehicle designed and 
used primarily in agricultural operations for drawing or operating other farm 
machines, equipment and implements of husbandry. [1983 c.338 §44]

 801.270 “Farm trailer.” “Farm trailer” means a vehicle that:
 (1) Is without motive power;
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 (2) Is a vehicle other than an implement of husbandry;
 (3) Is designed to carry property; and
 (4) Is drawn by a farm tractor. [1983 c.338 §45]

 801.272 “Field sobriety test.” “Field sobriety test” means a physical or mental 
test, approved by the Department of State Police by rule after consultation with the 
Department of Public Safety Standards and Training, that enables a police officer 
or trier of fact to screen for or detect probable impairment from intoxicating liquor, 
cannabis, psilocybin, a controlled substance or an inhalant, or any combination of 
intoxicating liquor, cannabis, psilocybin, a controlled substance and an inhalant. 
[1989 c.576 §17; 1997 c.853 §60; 1999 c.619 §4; 2017 c.21 §74; 2021 c.253 §1]

 801.275 “Fifth wheel hitch.” “Fifth wheel hitch” means a coupling device for 
vehicles that is commonly known as a kingpin and fifth wheel assembly. [1983 c.338 
§46]

 801.280 “Financial responsibility requirements.” “Financial responsibility 
requirements” means the ability to respond in damages for liability, on account of 
accidents arising out of the ownership, operation, maintenance or use of a motor 
vehicle in a manner provided under ORS 806.060. [1983 c.338 §74; 1985 c.16 §20]

 801.285 “Fixed load vehicle.” “Fixed load vehicle” means all of the following 
apply to the vehicle:
 (1) It is a vehicle with or without motive power that is designed and used 
primarily:
 (a) To support and move a permanent load in the form of equipment or 
appliances constructed as part of or permanently attached to the body of the 
vehicle;
 (b) For transportation of equipment or appliances that are ordinarily kept on or in 
the vehicle in order that the vehicle may be used for its primary purpose; and
 (c) Except for the transportation of permanent load, appliances and equipment 
described in paragraphs (a) and (b) of this subsection, for purposes other than for 
the transportation of persons or property over public highways or streets.
 (2) It is a vehicle other than the following:
 (a) A travel trailer.
 (b) A tow vehicle, including a tow vehicle with cranes, hoists or dollies.
 (c) A truck-mounted transit mixer or volumetric mixer.
 (d) A self-propelled mobile crane.
 (e) A bucket truck.
 (3) It is a vehicle that may include, but is not limited to, the following vehicles:
 (a) Air compressors, air drills, asphalt plants, asphalt spreaders, bituminous 
plants, bituminous mixers, bituminous spreaders and bucket loaders;
 (b) Concrete batch plants, concrete mixers other than transit mixers or 
volumetric mixers, cement spreaders, carryalls, crawler cranes, crushers and 
crushing plants, diggers and ditchers, power units and plants;
 (c) Earthmoving scrapers, electric generating equipment, electric load-bank and 
wiring equipment, front-end loaders, leveling graders, lighting plants and portable 
wiring, motor graders, payloaders, power hoists, road graders, scoopmobiles, skip 
hoists, stackers and hoists;
 (d) Athey wheels, backhoes, bituminous and concrete pavement finishers, drag 
lines, fork lift trucks, log loaders, portable bins, portable parts and storage bins, 
portable shops, portable storage tanks, power shovels, road rollers, sheepsfoot 
rollers and paving mixers, towermobiles, welders, yarders;
 (e) Bituminous and concrete finishing machines, elevator equipment, scarifiers 
and rooters, traction engines, vibro screens and rotary screens, wheeled and 
crawler tractors other than truck tractors; and
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 (f) Apron feeders, grain grinders, grain rollers, sand classifiers and drags, 
sawmills and special construction equipment, scrap metal balers, scrubber screens 
and plate feeders. [1983 c.338 §47; 1985 c.71 §1; 1995 c.79 §367; 2003 c.655 §87; 
2017 c.539 §1; 2019 c.491 §51]

 801.288 “Funeral escort vehicle”; “funeral lead vehicle”; “funeral 
procession.” (1) “Funeral escort vehicle” means any two-wheel or three-wheel 
vehicle that is accompanying a funeral procession and is properly equipped under 
ORS 811.800.
 (2) “Funeral lead vehicle” means any vehicle that is properly equipped under 
ORS 811.800 and is used to lead and facilitate the movement of a funeral 
procession.
 (3) “Funeral procession” means two or more vehicles, including any funeral lead 
vehicle or funeral escort vehicle, accompanying the body or cremated or reduced 
remains of a deceased person. [1991 c.482 §§2,3,4; 2021 c.296 §31]

 Note: The amendments to 801.288 by section 31, chapter 296, Oregon Laws 
2021, become operative July 1, 2022. See section 33, chapter 296, Oregon 
Laws 2021. The text that is operative until July 1, 2022, is set forth for the user’s 
convenience.

 801.288 (1) “Funeral escort vehicle” means any two-wheel or three-wheel 
vehicle that is accompanying a funeral procession and is properly equipped under 
ORS 811.800.
 (2) “Funeral lead vehicle” means any vehicle that is properly equipped under 
ORS 811.800 and is used to lead and facilitate the movement of a funeral 
procession.
 (3) “Funeral procession” means two or more vehicles, including any funeral lead 
vehicle or funeral escort vehicle, accompanying the body or cremated remains of a 
deceased person.

 801.290 “Future responsibility filing.” “Future responsibility filing” means the 
requirement described under ORS 806.240 to file and maintain proof of compliance 
with financial responsibility requirements with the Department of Transportation. 
[1983 c.338 §48]

 801.295 “Golf cart.” “Golf cart” means a motor vehicle that:
 (1) Has not less than three wheels in contact with the ground;
 (2) Has an unloaded weight less than 1,300 pounds;
 (3) Is designed to be and is operated at not more than 15 miles per hour; and
 (4) Is designed to carry golf equipment and not more than two persons, 
including the driver. [1983 c.338 §49]

 801.297 “Gross combination weight rating.” “Gross combination weight rating” 
means the greater of:
 (1) The value specified by the manufacturer of the power unit of a vehicle, if:
 (a) The value is displayed on the Federal Motor Vehicle Safety Standards 
certification label; and
 (b) The vehicle is towing another unit; or
 (2) The sum of the gross vehicle weight ratings or gross vehicle weights of 
the power unit and the towed unit, or any combination thereof, that produces the 
highest value. [1989 c.636 §4; 2017 c.190 §9]

 801.298 “Gross vehicle weight rating.” “Gross vehicle weight rating” means 
the value specified by the manufacturer as the maximum loaded weight of a single 
or a combination vehicle. [1989 c.636 §5; 1991 c.185 §2]
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 801.300 “Group of axles.” “Group of axles” means an assemblage of two or 
more consecutive axles considered together in determining their combined load 
effect on a bridge or pavement structure. [1983 c.338 §50; 1985 c.172 §2]

 801.303 “Hazardous materials.” “Hazardous materials” has the meaning given 
that term in 49 C.F.R. 383.5, as in effect on January 1, 2013. [1989 c.636 §6; 2005 
c.649 §31; 2013 c.237 §47]

 801.305 “Highway.” (1) “Highway” means every public way, road, street, 
thoroughfare and place, including bridges, viaducts and other structures within the 
boundaries of this state, open, used or intended for use of the general public for 
vehicles or vehicular traffic as a matter of right.
 (2) For the purpose of enforcing traffic offenses contained in the Oregon Vehicle 
Code, except for ORS 810.230, “highway” includes premises open to the public that 
are owned by a homeowners association and whose boundaries are contained 
within a service district established on or before July 1, 2002, under ORS 451.410 
to 451.610. [1983 c.338 §51; 2007 c.561 §1]

 801.307 [2007 c.122 §3; 2009 c.395 §5; repealed by 2013 c.237 §12]

 801.308 “Identity source documents.” “Identity source documents” means 
documents required for the issuance, renewal or replacement of a driver license, 
a driver permit or an identification card by the Department of Transportation. [2008 
c.1 §6]

 801.310 “Implement of husbandry.” “Implement of husbandry” means a vehicle 
or device used exclusively in agricultural operations. Truck trailers with a loaded 
weight of more than 8,000 pounds, motor vehicles, bus trailers, manufactured 
dwellings, prefabricated structures and recreational vehicles greater than eight and 
one-half feet in width and travel trailers are not implements of husbandry unless 
limited by design to agricultural uses. [1983 c.338 §52; 1985 c.16 §15; 1987 c.119 
§1; 1989 c.723 §3; 1993 c.696 §6; 2003 c.655 §88]

 801.315 [1985 c.608 §3; 1989 c.636 §9; repealed by 2003 c.14 §459]

 801.317 “Inhalant.” “Inhalant” means any glue, paint, cement or other substance 
that is capable of causing intoxication and that contains one or more of the following 
chemical compounds:
 (1) Acetone;
 (2) Amyl acetate;
 (3) Benzol or benzene;
 (4) Butane;
 (5) Butyl acetate;
 (6) Butyl alcohol;
 (7) Carbon tetrachloride;
 (8) Chloroform;
 (9) Cyclohexanone;
 (10) Difluoroethane;
 (11) Ethanol or ethyl alcohol;
 (12) Ethyl acetate;
 (13) Hexane;
 (14) Isopropanol or isopropyl alcohol;
 (15) Isopropyl acetate;
 (16) Methyl cellosolve acetate;
 (17) Methyl ethyl ketone;
 (18) Methyl isobutyl ketone;
 (19) Nitrous oxide;
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 (20) Toluol or toluene;
 (21) Trichloroethylene;
 (22) Tricresyl phosphate;
 (23) Xylol or xylene; or
 (24) Any other solvent, material, substance, chemical or combination thereof 
having the property of releasing toxic vapors or fumes. [1999 c.619 §2]

 801.320 “Intersection.” “Intersection” means the area of a roadway created 
when two or more roadways join together at any angle, as described in one of the 
following:
 (1) If the roadways have curbs, the intersection is the area embraced within the 
prolongation or connection of the lateral curb lines.
 (2) If the roadways do not have curbs, the intersection is the area embraced 
within the prolongation or connection of the lateral boundary lines of the roadways.
 (3) The junction of an alley with a roadway does not constitute an intersection.
 (4) Where a highway includes two roadways 30 feet or more apart, then every 
crossing of each roadway of the divided highway by an intersection highway is 
a separate intersection. In the event the intersection highway also includes two 
roadways 30 feet or more apart, then every crossing of two roadways of such 
highways is a separate intersection. [1983 c.338 §53]

 801.323 “Issue”; “issuance.” “Issue” or “issuance,” when used in relation to title, 
means either the creation of a record of title for a vehicle or physical delivery of a 
certificate of title to a person, or both. [1993 c.233 §3]
 801.325 “Limited visibility condition.” “Limited visibility condition” means:
 (1) Any time from sunset to sunrise; and
 (2) Any other time when, due to insufficient light or unfavorable atmospheric 
conditions, persons and vehicles are not clearly discernible on a straight, level, 
unlighted highway at a distance of 1,000 feet ahead. [1983 c.338 §55; 1987 c.158 
§159]

 801.330 “Loaded weight.” “Loaded weight” means the weight transmitted to the 
road, through an axle or set of axles, when the vehicle is fully loaded. [1983 c.338 
§56; 1989 c.723 §4]

 801.331 “Low-speed vehicle.” “Low-speed vehicle” means a four wheeled 
motor vehicle with a top speed of more than 20 miles per hour but not more than 25 
miles per hour. [2001 c.293 §5]

 801.332 [1993 c.696 §2; repealed by 2003 c.655 §143]

 801.333 “Manufactured structure.” “Manufactured structure” has the meaning 
given that term in ORS 446.561. [1993 c.696 §3; 2003 c.655 §89]

 801.335 “Manufacturer.” ”Manufacturer” means any person engaged in the 
manufacture of new vehicles as a regular business. [1983 c.338 §57]

 801.340 [1983 c.338 §58; 1985 c.16 §16; repealed by 1993 c.696 §19]

 801.341 “Medium-speed electric vehicle.” “Medium-speed electric vehicle” 
means an electric motor vehicle with four wheels that is equipped with a roll cage 
or a crushproof body design, can attain a maximum speed of 35 miles per hour on 
a paved, level surface, is fully enclosed and has at least one door for entry. [2009 
c.865 §12]

 801.345 “Moped.” “Moped” means a vehicle, including any bicycle equipped 
with a power source, other than an electric assisted bicycle as defined in ORS 
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801.258 or a motor assisted scooter as defined in ORS 801.348, that complies with 
all of the following:
 (1) It is designed to be operated on the ground upon wheels.
 (2) It has a seat or saddle for use of the rider.
 (3) It is designed to travel with not more than three wheels in contact with the 
ground.
 (4) It is equipped with an independent power source that:
 (a) Is capable of propelling the vehicle, unassisted, at a speed of not more than 
30 miles per hour on a level road surface; and
 (b) If the power source is a combustion engine, has a piston or rotor 
displacement of 35.01 to 50 cubic centimeters regardless of the number of 
chambers in the power source.
 (5) It is equipped with a power drive system that functions directly or 
automatically only and does not require clutching or shifting by the operator after 
the system is engaged. [1983 c.338 §59; 1985 c.16 §19; 1997 c.400 §5; 2001 c.749 
§25]

 801.348 “Motor assisted scooter.” “Motor assisted scooter” means a vehicle 
that:
 (1) Is designed to be operated on the ground with not more than four wheels;
 (2) Has a foot support or seat for the operator’s use;
 (3) Can be propelled by motor or human propulsion; and
 (4) Is equipped with a power source that is incapable of propelling the vehicle at 
a speed of greater than 24 miles per hour on level ground and:
 (a) If the power source is a combustion engine, has a piston or rotor 
displacement of 35 cubic centimeters or less regardless of the number of chambers 
in the power source; or
 (b) If the power source is electric, has a power output of not more than 1,000 
watts. [2001 c.749 §2; 2018 c.3 §1]

 801.350 “Motor home.” “Motor home” means a motor vehicle that:
 (1) Is reconstructed, permanently altered or originally designed to provide 
facilities for human habitation; or
 (2) Has a structure permanently attached to it that would be a camper if the 
structure was not permanently attached to the motor vehicle. [1983 c.338 §60]

 801.355 “Motor truck.” “Motor truck” means a motor vehicle that is primarily 
designed or used for carrying loads other than passengers. [1983 c.338 §61]

 801.360 “Motor vehicle.” “Motor vehicle” means a vehicle that is self-propelled 
or designed for self-propulsion. [1983 c.338 §62]

 801.365 “Motorcycle.” “Motorcycle” means any self-propelled vehicle other than 
a moped or farm tractor that:
 (1) Has a seat or saddle for use of the rider;
 (2) Is designed to be operated on the ground upon wheels; and
 (3) Is designed to travel with not more than three wheels in contact with the 
ground. [1983 c.338 §63]

 801.366 “Motorcycle helmet.” “Motorcycle helmet” means a protective covering 
for the head consisting of a hard outer shell, padding adjacent to and inside the 
outer shell and a chin-strap type retention system with a sticker indicating that the 
motorcycle helmet meets standards established by the United States Department of 
Transportation. [1995 c.492 §2]

 801.368 “Narrow residential roadway.” “Narrow residential roadway” means a 
two-way roadway that is:
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 (1) Located in a residence district; and
 (2) Not more than 18 feet wide at any point between two intersections or 
between an intersection and the end of the roadway. [2007 c.367 §2]

 801.370 “Operation.” “Operation” means any operation, towing, pushing, 
movement or otherwise propelling. [1983 c.338 §66]

 801.375 “Owner.” “Owner” when referring to the owner of a vehicle means:
 (1) The person in whose name title to a vehicle is issued, and who is entitled to 
possession and use of the vehicle.
 (2) If the title and right to possession and use for a vehicle are in different 
persons:
 (a) The person, other than a security interest holder, who is entitled to the 
possession and use of the vehicle under a security agreement.
 (b) The lessor or lessee of a vehicle, as designated by the lessor on the 
application for title, if the lessee is entitled to possession and use of the vehicle 
under a lease agreement. [1983 c.338 §67; 1991 c.551 §1; 1993 c.233 §7]
 801.377 “Ownership record.” “Ownership record” means:
 (1) A primary ownership record; or
 (2) A transitional ownership record. [1989 c.927 §2; 1993 c.233 §8]

 801.380 “Park” or “parking.” “Park” or “parking” means the standing of a 
vehicle, whether occupied or not, otherwise than temporarily for the purpose of and 
while actually engaged in loading or unloading property or passengers. [1983 c.338 
§68]

 801.385 “Pedestrian.” “Pedestrian” means any person afoot or confined in a 
wheelchair. [1983 c.338 §69]
 801.387 “Person with a disability.” “Person with a disability” means:
 (1) A person who has severely limited mobility because of paralysis or the loss 
of use of some or all of the person’s legs or arms;
 (2) A person who is affected by loss of vision or substantial loss of visual acuity 
or visual field beyond correction; or
 (3) A person who has any other disability that prevents the person from walking 
without the use of an assistive device or that causes the person to be unable to 
walk more than 200 feet, including but not necessarily limited to:
 (a) Chronic heart condition;
 (b) Emphysema;
 (c) Arthritis;
 (d) Rheumatism; or
 (e) Ulcerative colitis or related chronic bowel disorder. [Formerly 801.235]

 801.390 “Pole trailer.” “Pole trailer” means a trailer attached or secured to the 
towing vehicle and ordinarily used for transporting long or irregular loads capable 
generally of sustaining themselves as beams between the towing vehicle and the 
trailer. The definition in this section is based on design features and, except as 
otherwise provided in this section, does not prohibit a pole trailer from fitting into 
another category of trailer based on use. [1983 c.338 §70]

 801.395 “Police officer.” “Police officer” includes a member of the Oregon 
State Police, a sheriff, a deputy sheriff, a city police officer, an authorized tribal 
police officer as defined in ORS 181A.940, a police officer commissioned by a 
university under ORS 352.121 or 353.125, a Port of Portland peace officer, a 
reserve officer as defined in ORS 133.005 or a law enforcement officer employed by 
a service district established under ORS 451.410 to 451.610 for the purpose of law 
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enforcement services. [1983 c.338 §71; 2007 c.558 §1; 2009 c.299 §4; 2011 c.506 
§47; 2011 c.641 §3; 2011 c.644 §§32,55; 2013 c.180 §§52,53; 2015 c.174 §23]

 801.397 “Prefabricated structure.” “Prefabricated structure” has the meaning 
given that term in ORS 455.010. [1993 c.696 §4; 2003 c.655 §90]

 801.400 “Premises open to the public.” “Premises open to the public” includes 
any premises open to the general public for the use of motor vehicles, whether the 
premises are publicly or privately owned and whether or not a fee is charged for the 
use of the premises. [1983 c.338 §72]
 801.402 “Primary ownership record.” “Primary ownership record” means:
 (1) The manufacturer’s certificate of origin or equivalent record as determined by 
the Department of Transportation by rule;
 (2) The current title issued for the vehicle by the State of Oregon or another 
jurisdiction; or
 (3) Any other record determined by the department by rule to be a primary 
ownership record. [1989 c.927 §3; 1993 c.233 §9]

 801.403 [2001 c.522 §2; renumbered 801.406 in 2007]

 801.404 “Racing activity vehicle.” “Racing activity vehicle” means a motor 
vehicle that:
 (1) Is primarily used for racing on a race track and that has:
 (a) A bodiless tubular steel chassis that forms the main structural component of 
the vehicle;
 (b) High side rails;
 (c) Integral front and rear rollover tubes;
 (d) A suspension with both front and rear double unequal length wishbones and 
inboard, pushrod operated dampers; and
 (e) A product identification number instead of a vehicle identification number; 
and
 (2) Is not a replica or an assembled vehicle. [2007 c.693 §2]

 801.405 [1983 c.338 §75; 1985 c.402 §4; renumbered 801.408 in 2007]

 801.406 “Rail fixed guideway public transportation system.” “Rail fixed 
guideway public transportation system” means any light, heavy or rapid rail system, 
monorail, inclined plane, funicular, trolley, streetcar or automated guideway used 
primarily for carrying passengers. [Formerly 801.403; 2017 c.46 §1]

 801.407 [1993 c.696 §5; renumbered 801.409 in 2007]

 801.408 “Reconstructed vehicle.” “Reconstructed vehicle” means either:
 (1) A vehicle that:
 (a) Has a body that resembles and primarily is a particular year model or make 
of vehicle;
 (b) Is not a vehicle rebuilt by a manufacturer;
 (c) Is not a vehicle built in a factory where the year model and make are 
assigned at the factory; and
 (d) Is not a replica; or
 (2) A motor truck that has been rebuilt using a component kit if the manufacturer 
of the kit assigns a vehicle identification number and provides a manufacturer’s 
certificate of origin for the kit. [Formerly 801.405]

 801.409 “Recreational vehicle.” “Recreational vehicle” has the meaning given 
that term in ORS 174.101. [Formerly 801.407; 2019 c.422 §40]
 801.410 “Registration” or “register.”
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“Registration” or “register” means, when used in reference to vehicles, the 
recording of a vehicle as authorized for use within a jurisdiction and includes any 
documentation or devices issued as evidence of that authorization. This state 
registers vehicles as provided under ORS 803.350. [1983 c.338 §76]

 801.415 “Registration plate.” “Registration plate” means a plate issued by a 
jurisdiction as evidence of vehicle registration. This state issues registration plates 
under ORS 803.520. [1983 c.338 §78; 1985 c.16 §22]

 801.420 “Registration weight.” “Registration weight” means the combined 
weight or the loaded weight required to be declared and established as the 
maximum combined weight or loaded weight at which certain vehicles will be 
operated on the highway. Vehicles for which registration weights must be declared 
and established and the procedures for establishing registration weights are 
described under ORS 803.430. [1983 c.338 §77; 1985 c.16 §21; 1989 c.723 §5; 
1991 c.284 §7; 2007 c.50 §1]

 801.425 “Replica.” “Replica,” when used to refer to vehicles, means a vehicle 
with a body built to resemble and be a reproduction of another vehicle of a given 
year and given manufacturer. [1985 c.402 §2]

 801.430 “Residence district.” “Residence district” means territory not 
comprising a business district that is contiguous to a highway that:
 (1) Has access to property occupied primarily by multifamily dwellings; or
 (2) Has an average of 150 feet or less between accesses or approaches to:
 (a) Dwellings, churches, public parks within cities or other residential service 
facilities; or
 (b) Dwellings and buildings used for business. [1983 c.338 §79; 1997 c.404 §4]

 801.435 “Revoked.” “Revoked” with reference to driving privileges, vehicle 
registration or vehicle title means the termination thereof with new driving privileges 
or vehicle registration or vehicle title obtainable only as permitted by law. [1983 
c.338 §80]

 801.440 “Right of way.” “Right of way” means the right of one vehicle or 
pedestrian to proceed in a lawful manner in preference to another vehicle or 
pedestrian approaching under such circumstances of direction, speed and 
proximity as to give rise to danger of collision unless one grants precedence to the 
other. [1983 c.338 §81]

 801.445 “Road authority.” “Road authority” means the body authorized to 
exercise authority over a road, highway, street or alley under ORS 810.010. [1983 
c.338 §82]

 801.447 “Road machinery.” “Road machinery” means machinery used to 
maintain a highway or alley and includes, but is not limited to, a backhoe, chip 
spreader, excavator, forklift, front-end loader, mower, road grader, snowblower and 
utility tractor. [2009 c.91 §2]

 801.450 “Roadway.” “Roadway” means the portion of a highway that is 
improved, designed or ordinarily used for vehicular travel, exclusive of the shoulder. 
In the event a highway includes two or more separate roadways the term “roadway” 
shall refer to any such roadway separately, but not to all such roadways collectively. 
[1983 c.338 §83]

 801.451 “Roundabout.” “Roundabout” means an intersection characterized by a 
circulatory roadway, channelized approaches and yield control of entering traffic. A 
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roundabout encompasses the area bounded by the outermost curb line or, if there 
is no curb, the edge of the pavement, and includes crosswalks on any entering or 
exiting roadway. [2001 c.464 §2]
 801.453 [1987 c.887 §2; repealed by 2003 c.819 §19]

 801.454 “Salvage title certificate.” “Salvage title certificate” means a document 
issued by this state under the provisions of ORS 803.140 as evidence of vehicle 
ownership. Unless the context clearly requires otherwise, a salvage title certificate is 
not a “certificate of title” for purposes of the Oregon Vehicle Code or the rules of the 
Department of Transportation. [1991 c.873 §24]

 801.455 “School activity vehicle.” “School activity vehicle” means a vehicle, 
other than a school bus, that is used to transport students to or from authorized 
school activities and that is not described by any of the following:
 (1) A vehicle subject to ORS 825.100 or a vehicle under regulation of the United 
States Department of Transportation.
 (2) A vehicle, commonly known as a private passenger car or private passenger 
van, that is used by the owner of the vehicle or a relative of the owner of the vehicle 
for personal transportation of students to or from school activities and is not used 
for compensation except for the sharing of expenses in a ridesharing arrangement 
or reimbursement of mileage.
 (3) A vehicle that is exempted from regulation as a school activity vehicle under 
ORS 820.150.
 (4) A transit bus, as defined in ORS 811.167. [1985 c.420 §3; 1995 c.733 §80; 
2015 c.138 §16; 2018 c.62 §4]

 801.460 “School bus.” “School bus” means a motor vehicle that is described by 
any of the following:
 (1) A vehicle that is marked with or displays the words “school bus.”
 (2) A vehicle that is used to transport students to or from school and may be 
used to transport students to or from authorized school activities or functions and 
that is not a vehicle described by any of the following:
 (a) A vehicle subject to regulation under ORS chapter 825.
 (b) A vehicle regulated by a city under ORS 221.420.
 (c) A vehicle, commonly known as a private passenger car or private passenger 
van, that is used by the owner of the vehicle or a relative of the owner of the vehicle 
for personal transportation of students to or from school or school activities and 
is not used for compensation except for the sharing of expenses in a ridesharing 
arrangement or reimbursement of mileage.
 (d) A vehicle that is exempted from regulation as a school bus under ORS 
820.150. [1983 c.338 §84; 1985 c.16 §23; 1985 c.420 §1]

 801.462 “School zone.” (1) “School zone” means both of the following:
 (a) A specific segment of highway that is adjacent to school grounds and that is 
marked by signs described in subsection (2) of this section.
 (b) A crosswalk that is not adjacent to school grounds and that is marked by 
signs described in subsection (2) of this section.
 (2) Signs marking a school zone may include any words, symbols or 
combination of words and symbols that gives notice of the presence of the school 
zone.
 (3) As used in this section, “school” means a public or private educational 
institution for one or more levels kindergarten through grade 12 or a publicly funded 
early childhood education program located in a building currently or previously 
owned by a school district as defined in ORS 330.005. [2003 c.397 §2; 2013 c.212 
§1]
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 801.465 “Security interest.” “Security interest” means an interest in a vehicle 
reserved or created by agreement and which secures payment or performance of 
an obligation as more particularly defined by ORS 71.2010 (2)(ii). [1983 c.338 §85; 
1985 c.16 §24; 2009 c.181 §109]

 801.470 “Self-supporting trailer.” “Self-supporting trailer” means a trailer, other 
than a pole trailer, designed so that no part of the weight of the trailer or the weight 
of any load on the trailer rests upon the towing vehicle. The definition in this section 
is based on design and, except as otherwise provided in this section, does not 
prohibit a self-supporting trailer from fitting into another category of trailer based on 
use. [1983 c.338 §86]

 801.475 “Semitrailer.” “Semitrailer” means a trailer designed so that part of the 
weight of the trailer and part of the weight of any load on the trailer rests upon or 
is carried by another vehicle and coupled to another vehicle by a fifth wheel hitch. 
The definition in this section is based on design and, except as otherwise provided 
in this section, does not prohibit a semitrailer from fitting into another category of 
trailer based on use. [1983 c.338 §87]

 801.477 [1991 c.185 §7; 1995 c.733 §81; 2003 c.819 §14; 2005 c.649 §22; 2007 
c.122 §7; 2009 c.482 §2; 2011 c.355 §26; repealed by 2013 c.237 §12]

 801.480 “Shoulder.” “Shoulder” means the portion of a highway, whether paved 
or unpaved, contiguous to the roadway that is primarily for use by pedestrians, for 
the accommodation of stopped vehicles, for emergency use and for lateral support 
of base and surface courses. [1983 c.338 §88]

 801.485 “Sidewalk.” “Sidewalk” means the area determined as follows:
 (1) On the side of a highway which has a shoulder, a sidewalk is that portion 
of the highway between the outside lateral line of the shoulder and the adjacent 
property line capable of being used by a pedestrian.
 (2) On the side of a highway which has no shoulder, a sidewalk is that portion of 
the highway between the lateral line of the roadway and the adjacent property line 
capable of being used by a pedestrian. [1983 c.338 §89]

 801.490 “Snowmobile.” “Snowmobile” means a self-propelled vehicle that:
 (1) Is capable of traveling over snow or ice;
 (2) Uses as its means of propulsion an endless belt tread or cleats or any 
combination of tread and cleats or similar means of contact with the surface upon 
which it is operated;
 (3) Is steered wholly or in part by skis or sled-type runners; and
 (4) Is not registered in this state as a vehicle other than a snowmobile. [1983 
c.338 §90]

 801.495 “Special mobile equipment.” “Special mobile equipment” means 
a vehicle that is not designed primarily to transport persons or property, that is 
operated on a highway only incidentally and that is used primarily on a farm, for 
timber production and harvest, for construction work or for lawn and grounds care. 
[2012 c.12 §21]

 801.500 “Special use trailer.” (1) “Special use trailer” means a trailer described 
under any of the following:
 (a) A trailer that is eight and one-half feet or less in width and of any length and 
that is used for commercial or business purposes.
 (b) A trailer that is used temporarily on a construction site for office purposes 
only.
 (c) A mobile modular unit.
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 (2) “Special use trailer” does not include any travel trailer. [1985 c.16 §26; 1993 
c.696 §7; 2003 c.655 §90a]

 801.505 “Stand” or “standing.” “Stand” or “standing” means the halting of a 
vehicle, whether occupied or not, otherwise than temporarily for the purpose of and 
while actually engaged in receiving or discharging passengers. [1983 c.338 §91]

 801.507 “Stinger-steered.” “Stinger-steered” in relation to a combination of 
vehicles means that the coupling device on the power unit is located back of the 
tread of the tires of the last axle. [2001 c.574 §2]

 801.510 “Stop.” “Stop” means the following:
 (1) When required, it means the complete cessation from movement.
 (2) When prohibited, it means any halting even momentarily of a vehicle, 
whether occupied or not, except when necessary to avoid conflict with other traffic, 
or in compliance with the directions of a police officer or traffic control device. [1983 
c.338 §92]

 801.513 “Street rod.” “Street rod” means a motor vehicle that:
 (1) Was manufactured prior to 1949 or was manufactured to resemble a motor 
vehicle manufactured prior to 1949;
 (2) May be equipped with a drive train, suspension system or brake system 
that is different from the drive train, suspension system or brake system originally 
installed on the vehicle;
 (3) May have alterations to the dimensions of the original body of the vehicle; 
and
 (4) Is not a motorcycle or an assembled vehicle. [1997 c.402 §2]

 801.515 “Suspend.” “Suspend,” with reference to identification cards, 
driving privileges or vehicle registration, means the temporary withdrawal of the 
identification card, driving privileges or registration. [1983 c.338 §93; 1993 c.393 
§1a]

 801.520 “Tandem axles.” “Tandem axles” means any two or more consecutive 
axles that have centers more than 40 inches but not more than 96 inches apart 
and:
 (1) Are individually attached to or articulated from, or both, a common 
attachment to the vehicle; or
 (2) Have a connecting mechanism designed to equalize the load between axles. 
[1983 c.338 §94; 1985 c.172 §3]

 801.522 “Tank vehicle.” “Tank vehicle” means a commercial motor vehicle that 
is designed to transport any liquid or gaseous material within a tank or tanks having 
an individual rate capacity of more than 119 gallons and an aggregate rate capacity 
of 1,000 gallons or more that is either permanently or temporarily attached to the 
vehicle or the chassis. “Tank vehicle” does not include a commercial motor vehicle 
transporting an empty storage container tank that has a rated capacity of 1,000 
gallons or more and that is temporarily attached to a flatbed trailer. [1989 c.636 §7; 
2013 c.237 §49; 2017 c.190 §10]

 801.524 “Throughway.” “Throughway” means every highway, street or roadway 
in respect to which owners or occupants of abutting lands and other persons have 
no legal right of access to or from the same except at such points only and in such 
manner as may be determined by the road authority having jurisdiction over the 
highway, street or roadway. [Formerly 801.535]
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 801.525 “Tire.” “Tire” means the band of material used on the circumference of 
a wheel, on the outer face of a track or on a runner of a sled, which forms the tread 
that comes in contact with the surface of the road. If no band is used it means the 
tread or runner of a sled. [1983 c.338 §96]

 801.526 “Title.” “Title” means an ownership interest in a vehicle that is 
evidenced by a record of the Department of Transportation or of some other 
jurisdiction. The record may be in the form of a certificate of title or it may be 
in another form, including but not necessarily limited to electronic or machine-
readable form. Oregon issues titles under ORS 803.045. Titles for snowmobiles are 
issued as provided under ORS 821.060. Salvage titles are issued as provided in 
ORS 803.140. [1993 c.233 §2; 1995 c.774 §7; 1999 c.977 §15; 2003 c.655 §91]

 801.527 “Totaled vehicle”; “totaled.” “Totaled vehicle” or “totaled” means:
 (1) A vehicle that is declared a total loss by an insurer that is obligated to cover 
the loss or that the insurer takes possession of or title to.
 (2) A vehicle that is stolen, if it is not recovered within 30 days of the date that it 
is stolen and if the loss is not covered by an insurer.
 (3) A vehicle that has sustained damage that is not covered by an insurer and 
that is such that the estimated cost to repair the vehicle is equal to at least 80 
percent of the retail market value of the vehicle prior to the damage. For purposes 
of this subsection, “retail market value” shall be as reflected in publications relied 
upon by financial institutions doing business in this state. [1991 c.820 §2]

 801.529 “Tow dolly.” “Tow dolly” means an auxiliary axle assembly equipped 
with a tow bar and used to tow a motor vehicle behind another motor vehicle. [1991 
c.284 §3]

 801.530 “Tow vehicle.” “Tow vehicle” means a motor vehicle that is:
 (1) Altered or designed for, equipped for and used in the business of towing 
vehicles; and
 (2) Used to tow vehicles by means of a crane, hoist, tow bar, tow line or dolly or 
otherwise used to render assistance to other vehicles. [1983 c.338 §97; 1985 c.71 
§2]

 801.535 [1983 c.338 §98; renumbered 801.524 in 1991]
 801.540 “Traffic control device.” “Traffic control device” means:
 (1) Any sign, signal, marking or device placed, operated or erected by authority 
under ORS 810.210 for the purpose of guiding, directing, warning or regulating 
traffic.
 (2) Any device that remotely controls by electrical, electronic, sound or light 
signal the operation of any device identified in subsection (1) of this section and 
installed or operated under authority of ORS 810.210.
 (3) Any stop sign that complies with specifications adopted under ORS 810.200 
that is held or erected by a member of a highway maintenance or construction crew 
working in the highway. [1983 c.338 §99; 1993 c.203 §1; 1993 c.522 §1]

 801.545 “Traffic crime.” “Traffic crime” means any traffic offense that is 
punishable by a jail sentence. [1983 c.338 §100]

 801.550 [1983 c.338 §102; 1999 c.1051 §83; renumbered 801.557 in 1999]

 801.555 “Traffic offense.” “Traffic offense” means any of the following offenses:
 (1) Any violation of a traffic ordinance of a city, municipal or quasi-municipal 
corporation, except ordinances governing parking of vehicles.
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 (2) Any provision of law for which a criminal or traffic violation penalty is provided 
in the vehicle code. [1983 c.338 §101; 1985 c.16 §27; 1999 c.1051 §84; 2015 c.138 
§17]

 801.557 “Traffic violation.” “Traffic violation” means a traffic offense that is 
designated as a traffic violation in the statute defining the offense, or any other 
offense defined in the Oregon Vehicle Code that is punishable by a fine but that 
is not punishable by a term of imprisonment. Penalties for traffic violations are as 
provided for violations generally in ORS chapter 153. [Formerly 801.550; 2011 c.597 
§95a]

 801.560 “Trailer.” “Trailer” means every vehicle without motive power designed 
to be drawn by another vehicle. Trailer includes, but is not limited to, the following 
types of trailers:
 (1) Balance trailers.
 (2) Bus trailers.
 (3) Commercial bus trailers.
 (4) Farm trailers.
 (5) Pole trailers.
 (6) Semitrailers.
 (7) Travel trailers.
 (8) Truck trailers.
 (9) Self-supporting trailers.
 (10) Special use trailers. [1983 c.338 §103; 1985 c.16 §28; 2003 c.655 §92]

 801.562 “Transitional ownership record.” “Transitional ownership record” 
means a record containing all of the following:
 (1) The date of sale or if no sale is involved, the date the contract or security 
interest being perfected was signed.
 (2) The name of each owner of the vehicle.
 (3) The name and address of each security interest holder.
 (4) If there are multiple security interest holders, the priorities of interest if the 
security interest holders do not jointly hold a single security interest.
 (5) The vehicle identification number.
 (6) The name of the security interest holder or person who submits the 
transitional ownership record for the security interest holder. [1989 c.927 §4; 1993 
c.233 §10]
 801.565 “Travel trailer.” “Travel trailer” means:
 (1) A recreational vehicle without motive power that is eight and one-half feet or 
less in width and is not being used for commercial or business purposes; and
 (2) A prefabricated structure that is eight and one-half feet or less in width and 
that is not being used for commercial or business purposes. [1983 c.338 §104; 1993 
c.696 §8; 2003 c.655 §93]

 801.570 [1983 c.338 §105; repealed by 2001 c.522 §12]

 801.575 “Truck tractor.” “Truck tractor” means a motor vehicle designed and 
used primarily for drawing other vehicles and constructed so as not to carry any 
load other than a part of the weight of the vehicle or load, or both, as drawn. [1983 
c.338 §106]

 801.580 “Truck trailer.” “Truck trailer” means any trailer designed and used 
primarily for carrying loads other than passengers whether designed as a balance 
trailer, pole trailer, semitrailer or self-supporting trailer. [1983 c.338 §107]
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 801.585 “Unloaded weight.” “Unloaded weight” means the weight of a vehicle 
when the vehicle is fully equipped exclusive of load. [1983 c.338 §108; 1985 c.172 
§4]

 801.590 “Vehicle.” “Vehicle” means any device in, upon or by which any person 
or property is or may be transported or drawn upon a public highway and includes 
vehicles that are propelled or powered by any means. “Vehicle” does not include a 
manufactured structure. [1983 c.338 §109; 2003 c.655 §94]

 801.592 “Vehicle appraiser.” “Vehicle appraiser” means an individual who 
has been issued a vehicle appraiser certificate under ORS 819.480 and who, for 
consideration, issues opinions as to the value of vehicles. [2007 c.630 §3]

 801.595 “Vehicle code.” “Vehicle code” means the Oregon Vehicle Code. [1983 
c.338 §110]

 801.600 “Vehicle identification number.” “Vehicle identification number” means 
a distinguishing number assigned and affixed to a vehicle or vehicle component, 
such as an engine or transmission or other severable portion of a vehicle, by the 
manufacturer or under ORS 819.400 for the purpose of providing identification for 
the vehicle or vehicle component. [1983 c.338 §111]

 801.605 “Vehicle of special interest.” “Vehicle of special interest” means any 
American or foreign made vehicle that is maintained as a collector’s item and that:
 (1) Is a street rod under ORS 801.513;
 (2) Is a high-mobility multipurpose wheeled vehicle and originally manufactured 
for military use; or
 (3) Complies with all of the following:
 (a) The vehicle must be:
 (A) At least 25 years old as dated from any current year; or
 (B) Sanctioned as a vehicle of special interest by an established organization 
that provides for recognition of vehicles of special interest.
 (b) If the vehicle is a reconstructed vehicle, the Department of Transportation 
must determine that the vehicle has been reconstructed with substantially original 
parts and that the vehicle otherwise complies with this section. [1983 c.338 §112; 
1985 c.16 §29; 1997 c.402 §3; 2003 c.122 §2; 2017 c.196 §1]

 801.608 “Vulnerable user of a public way.” “Vulnerable user of a public way” 
means a pedestrian, a highway worker, a person riding an animal or a person 
operating, or riding on, any of the following on a public way, crosswalk or shoulder 
of the highway:
 (1) A farm tractor or implement of husbandry;
 (2) A skateboard;
 (3) Roller skates;
 (4) In-line skates;
 (5) A scooter;
 (6) A bicycle;
 (7) A moped; or
 (8) A motorcycle. [2007 c.784 §2; 2009 c.301 §1; 2019 c.349 §1]

 801.610 “Worker transport bus.” “Worker transport bus” means a vehicle 
that is described under ORS 820.010 that has a seating capacity of 12 or more 
passengers. [1983 c.338 §113]
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Chapter 803

2021 EDITION

Vehicle Title and Registration

TITLES

(Generally)

803.010 Proof of ownership
803.012 Rules for title forms and fees
803.015 Certificate contents
803.016 Titles in form other than certificate
803.025 Violating title requirements; penalty
803.030 Exemptions from title requirement
803.035 Optional titling; rules
803.036 Optional titling; park model recreational vehicles; rules
803.040 Effect of title
803.045 Issuance of title; rules
803.050 Application; contents
803.053 Expedited titling; vehicle dealers; rules; fee
803.055 Delivery of evidence of title; rules
803.060 Renewal
803.065 Duplicate or replacement certificate; fee; application; rules

(Offenses)

803.070 False statement in application or assignment; penalty
803.075 False swearing prohibited; penalty
803.080 Unlawfully publishing certificate of title forms prohibited; penalty
803.085 Selling untitled vehicle prohibited; penalty

(Fees)

803.090 Fees for certificate of title
803.091 Title fees based on miles per gallon

(Transfer of Title or Interest)

803.092 Application for title upon transfer of interest; when and by whom required; 
exceptions

803.094 Release or assignment of title interest; rules; when and by whom required; 
exceptions

803.097 Perfection of security interest in vehicle; rules
803.098 Certain transactions that do not create security interest
803.100 Application of Uniform Commercial Code
803.103 Vehicle identification number check
803.105 Failure to deliver documents on transfer; late fee; penalty
803.106 Failure to deliver information on transfer of Oregon-titled vehicle for which 

there is no title certificate; penalty
803.108 Effect of tax lien on transfer of vehicle

(Transferor Notice)

803.112 Notice of transfer of interest in vehicle; rules; exemptions
803.113 Department action upon receipt of notice under ORS 803.112; rules
803.114 Knowingly submitting false notice of transfer; penalty
803.116 Knowingly submitting false information about transfer of interest in vehicle; 

penalty
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803.117 Effect of notice of transfer on civil and criminal liability

(Odometer Disclosure)

803.120 Odometer disclosure; contents of form
803.122 Information required; rules
803.124 Rules for issuance of forms; agreements for provision of forms; fee
803.126 Odometer disclosure without title application; fee

(Transitional Ownership Records)

803.130 Purpose of record
803.132 Circumstances under which transitional ownership record acceptable as 

ownership record
803.134 Fee
803.136 Mandatory rejection, return or invalidation of record by department
803.138 Discretionary rejection, return or invalidation of record by department

(Salvage Titles)

803.140 Application; certificate; rules

PROVISIONS APPLICABLE TO BOTH TITLE AND REGISTRATION

(Generally)

803.200 Residency; criteria; exception; camper on vehicle
803.203 Proof of payment of taxes
803.205 Proof of ownership or security interest on transfer or application for title or 

registration; affidavit
803.207 Expedited titling and registration; fee
803.210 Conditions precedent to issuance of title for certain vehicles
803.212 Inspection of vehicle identification numbers; product identification numbers
803.215 Fee for inspection
803.217 Transfer of title and registration for vehicles abandoned by tenant; rules

(Offenses)

803.220 Notification to department of name or address change; rules; 
requirements; procedure; exception; penalty

803.230 Forging, altering or unlawfully producing or using title or registration; 
penalty

REGISTRATION

(Generally)

803.300 Failure to register; penalty
803.305 Exemptions from general registration requirements
803.310 Optional registration; rules
803.315 Failure to pay registration fee; penalty
803.320 Permitting unlawful operation of unregistered vehicle; penalty
803.325 Purchase and use of out-of-state registered vehicle; requirements; penalty

(Qualifications)

803.350 Qualifications for registration; fee; rules
803.355 “Domicile” described
803.360 Domicile requirements for registration; exceptions

(Application)

803.370 Contents of application; rules
803.375 False application prohibited; penalty
803.380 Failure to surrender out-of-state registration; penalty
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803.385 False swearing relating to registration; penalty

(Periods and Fees)

803.400 Duration of registration periods
803.405 Effect of initial registration month
803.410 Department authorized to adjust periods and fees; rules
803.415 Registration periods for vehicles
803.417 Registration period for Oregon National Guard member or military 

reservist
803.420 Registration fees
803.422 Registration fees based on miles per gallon
803.425 Vehicle length for fee determination
803.435 Declaration of weight for fee determination; contents
803.440 Failure to submit declaration of weight; penalty
803.445 Authority of counties and districts to impose registration fees; rules; 

maximum amount

(Renewal)

803.450 Notice of pending expiration; exceptions; effect of failure to receive; records
803.455 Failure to renew; fee; penalty
803.460 Proof of compliance with financial responsibility requirements; rules
803.465 Proof of compliance with pollution control equipment requirements
803.473 Effect of unpaid registration fees on issuance of duplicate or replacement 

certificate of title
803.478 Donation to Oregon Department of Veterans’ Affairs Veterans Suicide 

Prevention and Outreach Program

(Cards)

803.500 Registration card; contents
803.505 Failure to carry registration card; penalty
803.510 Duplicate or replacement; fee

(Plates)

803.520 Issuance; fees
803.525 Number of plates issued
803.530 Period of validity; transfer; replacement
803.533 Period of validity for Oregon National Guard member or military reservist
803.535 Size, form, material, color, design, contents
803.538 Color of sky in graphic plates
803.540 Failure to display plates; exceptions; penalty
803.545 Failure to display out-of-state plates; penalty
803.550 Illegal alteration or display of plates; exception; penalty

(Stickers)

803.555 Replacement
803.560 Improper display; exception; penalty
803.565 Removal of stickers upon sale of vehicle by dealer or towing business

(Fees)

803.570 Plate manufacturing fee
803.575 Fees for cards, plates and stickers; issuance; replacement; transfer
803.577 Fee for identification device for proportionally registered vehicle
803.585 Registration fees in lieu of certain other taxes and licenses; exemptions

(Diesel Engines)

803.591 Requirements for vehicles with diesel engines; exceptions; rules
803.593 Annual report
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VEHICLE PERMITS
803.600 Trip permits; authority granted; types; records; rules; when not required
803.601 Disposition of fees collected for certain permits
803.602 Proof of insurance coverage for certain trip permits
803.605 Erroneous issuance of trip permit; refund of fee
803.610 Reciprocity permits
803.615 Temporary permit for registration applicant
803.625 Temporary registration permits issued by dealers; rules
803.630 Agent violation of temporary registration permit procedures; penalty
803.635 Improper use of temporary registration permit; penalty
803.640 Prohibition on showing name or address on permit
803.645 Fees for trip permits
803.650 Placement of permits in vehicles; rules
803.655 Improper display of permit; penalty
803.660 Color and size of permits
803.665 Towing commercial fishing boat without permit
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TITLES
(Generally)

 803.010 Proof of ownership. A certificate of title is prima facie evidence of 
the ownership of a vehicle or of an interest therein. In all actions, suits or criminal 
proceedings, when the title to or right of possession of any vehicle is involved, proof 
of the ownership or right to possession shall be made by means of:
 (1) The original certificate of title issued by the Department of Transportation;
 (2) A salvage title certificate issued by the department; or
 (3) The department records as provided under ORS 802.240. [1983 c.338 §174; 
1991 c.873 §29]

 803.012 Rules for title forms and fees. (1) The Department of Transportation 
may adopt rules authorizing different forms of title and specifying the uses of the 
different forms. The rules may include, but need not be limited to, rules authorizing 
and describing uses of electronic titles and certificates of title.
 (2) Rules adopted under this section may require or allow different forms of title 
for different purposes or for different persons.
 (3) Rules adopted under this section may include fee structures that vary for 
different forms of title but in no case may the department charge more than the fees 
established for similar title transactions under ORS 803.090. [1993 c.233 §6]

 803.015 Certificate contents. The Department of Transportation shall design 
a certificate of title for vehicles for situations in which the department determines 
that certificates will be issued. A certificate of title issued by the department shall 
conform to all of the following:
 (1) The certificate shall be numbered in a manner prescribed by the department.
 (2) The certificate shall contain a description of the vehicle.
 (3) The certificate shall contain evidence of identification of the vehicle the 
department deems proper.
 (4) The certificate shall contain the name of the owner of the vehicle.
 (5) The certificate shall identify any security interest holders in the order of their 
priority. This subsection does not apply to the security interests where the debtor 
who granted the security interest is in the business of selling vehicles and the 
vehicle constitutes inventory held for sale or lease.
 (6) The certificate shall identify any lessor of the vehicle.
 (7) The certificate shall be authenticated by a seal of the State of Oregon printed 
on the certificate.
 (8) The certificate shall have space to fill in information required by the 
department upon the transfer of a vehicle under ORS 803.094 and space for the 
odometer disclosure required on transfer of an interest under ORS 803.102.
 (9) If the vehicle is an assembled vehicle, the certificate shall:
 (a) Show the make of the vehicle as “assembled.”
 (b) Show the year the building of the vehicle is completed as the year model of 
the vehicle.
 (10) The certificate shall show the mileage of the vehicle as reported to 
the department at the time the most recent title transfer was reported to the 
department, or the mileage reported to the department at the time the vehicle was 
initially titled in Oregon, whichever occurred last. The information required by this 
subsection shall be shown as reported to the department on odometer disclosure 
reports required by law to be submitted to the department.
 (11) The certificate shall contain any brand or notation specified by the 
department by rule.
 (12) The certificate shall contain any other information required by the 
department.
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 (13) The certificate shall be produced by a secure process that meets or 
exceeds the requirements of federal law. [1983 c.338 §175; 1985 c.16 §58; 1985 
c.251 §14; 1985 c.253 §1; 1985 c.402 §6; 1987 c.127 §1; 1989 c.148 §8; 1991 
c.820 §9; 1991 c.873 §7; 1993 c.233 §14; 2001 c.293 §1; 2001 c.445 §183; 2003 
c.330 §1]

 803.016 Titles in form other than certificate. If title to a vehicle is not to be 
issued in the form of a certificate, the record of title kept by the Department of 
Transportation shall include all information required by ORS 803.015. Nothing in this 
section requires that title issued in a form other than a certificate:
 (1) Be numbered as required by ORS 803.015 (1);
 (2) Be authenticated as required by ORS 803.015 (7);
 (3) Have the space required by ORS 803.015 (8); or
 (4) Be produced by a secure process as required by ORS 803.015 (13). [1993 
c.233 §16; 2001 c.293 §2; 2003 c.330 §3]

 803.020 [1985 c.251 §14a; repealed by 1991 c.873 §53]

 803.025 Violating title requirements; penalty. (1) A person commits the 
offense of violating vehicle title requirements if the person owns or operates any 
vehicle in this state for which this state has not issued title.
 (2) Exemptions from this section are established by ORS 803.030. The 
exemptions are subject to ORS 803.040.
 (3) The offense described in this section, violating vehicle title requirements, is 
a Class D traffic violation. [1983 c.338 §176; 1985 c.16 §59; 1985 c.333 §4; 1993 
c.233 §17; 1995 c.383 §35]

 803.030 Exemptions from title requirement. This section establishes 
exemptions from the requirements under ORS 803.025 to obtain title issued by this 
state. The exemptions are subject to ORS 803.040. The exemptions are in addition 
to any exemptions under ORS 801.026. Vehicles exempted by this section from 
the requirements to be titled by this state are not prohibited from being titled by 
this state if titling is permitted under ORS 803.035. The exemptions are partial or 
complete as provided in the following:
 (1) Title from this state is not required for a vehicle unless the vehicle is operated 
on a highway in this state.
 (2) Title from this state is not required unless a vehicle is operated under a 
registration number of this state.
 (3) Snowmobiles and Class I, Class III and Class IV all-terrain vehicles are not 
subject to the requirements under ORS 803.025. The requirements and procedures 
for titling snowmobiles are as provided under ORS 821.060 and 821.070.
 (4) Road rollers, farm tractors and traction engines are exempt from the 
requirements for title.
 (5) Trolleys are exempt from the requirements for title.
 (6) Bicycles are exempt from the requirements for title.
 (7) United States Government owned and operated motor vehicles and trailers 
are exempt from the requirements for title.
 (8) Implements of husbandry, well drilling machinery, emergency fire apparatus 
providing public fire protection and wheelchairs are exempt from the requirements 
for title.
 (9) Except as provided in subsection (23) of this section, fixed load vehicles 
are exempt from the requirements for title while operated within the immediate 
construction project, as described in the governmental agency contract, in the 
construction or reconstruction of state or county roads, highways or city streets.
 (10) Motor vehicles designed to operate at a loaded weight over 8,000 pounds, 
trailers and equipment are exempt from requirements for title while:



VEHICLE TITLE AND REGISTRATION

OREGON VEHICLE CODE (2021 Edition)Page 40

 (a) Owned, leased, contracted or requisitioned by the State Forester, State 
Board of Forestry, their contractors under ORS chapter 477, or the federal 
government; and
 (b) Being used for the purposes of forest protection and fire suppression under 
ORS chapter 477 or a similar federal statute, including movement of the vehicles to 
and from the work area.
 (11) Farm trailers are exempt from requirements for title when the operation or 
movement of the vehicle upon the highways is incidental to its use in an agricultural 
operation.
 (12) Golf carts operated under an ordinance adopted under ORS 810.070 are 
exempt from requirements for title.
 (13) Golf carts or similar vehicles are exempt from requirements for title when:
 (a) They have not less than three wheels in contact with the ground;
 (b) They have an unloaded weight of less than 1,300 pounds;
 (c) They are designed to be and are operated at not more than 15 miles per 
hour; and
 (d) They are operated by persons with disabilities.
 (14) The nonresident owners of vehicles currently registered and titled in any 
other country, state or territory may operate such vehicles over the highways of this 
state without complying with the titling requirements under ORS 803.025. All of the 
following apply to this subsection:
 (a) This subsection only provides an exemption so long as the owner 
satisfactorily shows that the owner is not a resident of this state or has been a 
resident of this state for less than 30 days. For the purpose of this paragraph, a 
person is a resident of this state if the person meets the residency requirements 
described in ORS 803.200.
 (b) The exemption under this subsection applies to vehicles granted exemptions 
under ORS 802.500, 802.520 or 826.005, unless otherwise provided under 
paragraph (c) of this subsection.
 (c) Except as otherwise provided in this paragraph, a vehicle operated over 
the highways of this state for compensation or profit must comply with the titling 
requirements under ORS 803.025 in the same manner as required of nontitled 
vehicles. The following vehicles are not subject to this paragraph:
 (A) Vehicles operated under reciprocal registration exemptions established 
under ORS 802.500 or 826.005.
 (B) Vehicles operated under an exemption established under ORS 802.520.
 (C) Vehicles that are proportionally registered under an agreement established 
under ORS 826.007, and according to the procedures established under ORS 
826.009 or 826.011.
 (D) Any vehicle if duly registered and titled under the laws of the state or country 
of which the owner is a bona fide resident to the extent that in the foreign country, 
state, territory or federal district where the owner resides like exemptions and 
privileges are granted vehicles duly registered and titled under the laws of this state 
and owned by residents of this state.
 (d) If no exemptions from titling requirements are in effect under ORS 802.500, 
802.520, 826.005 or 826.007 with respect to another jurisdiction, any vehicle 
properly registered and titled in such other jurisdiction and for which evidence 
of compliance is supplied shall receive, when operated in this state, the same 
exemptions, benefits and privileges granted by such other jurisdictions to vehicles 
properly registered and titled in this state. Reciprocity extended under this 
paragraph shall apply to commercial vehicles only when engaged exclusively in 
interstate commerce.
 (e) Any vehicle operated under dealer registration plates issued by another 
state, country, province, territory or the District of Columbia is subject to this 
subsection.
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 (15) Vehicle dealers issued certificates under ORS 822.020 may use and 
operate untitled vehicles as provided under ORS 822.040.
 (16) Towing businesses issued certificates under ORS 822.205 may tow untitled 
vehicles as provided under ORS 822.210.
 (17) Vehicle transporters issued certificates under ORS 822.310 may transport 
untitled vehicles as provided in ORS 822.310.
 (18) Untitled vehicles may be operated under trip permits described under ORS 
803.600 or under permits described under ORS 803.610 to 803.625.
 (19) Vehicles that are registered by the United States Department of State 
and that are owned or operated by foreign nationals with diplomatic immunity are 
exempt from the requirements for title.
 (20)(a) Vehicles that are registered under the proportional registration provisions 
of ORS chapter 826 and are titled in a jurisdiction other than Oregon are exempt 
from the requirements for title.
 (b) A trailer that is registered under the proportional registration provisions of 
ORS chapter 826 and titled in a jurisdiction other than Oregon shall remain exempt 
from the requirements for title in Oregon if the trailer is registered when the other 
jurisdiction removes its exception to proportional registration requirements for the 
trailer.
 (21) Converter dollies and tow dollies are exempt from the requirements for title.
 (22) Electric personal assistive mobility devices are exempt from the 
requirements for title.
 (23) Road machinery that is operated at the direction of a road authority is 
exempt from the requirements for title. The exemption under this subsection also 
applies when the operation of road machinery upon a highway or an alley is 
incidental to its use in a highway maintenance operation.
 (24) Special mobile equipment is exempt from the requirements for title. [1983 
c.338 §177; 1985 c.16 §60; 1985 c.333 §5; 1985 c.401 §1; 1985 c.459 §3; 1985 
c.668 §6; 1987 c.25 §1; 1989 c.43 §17; 1989 c.991 §24; 1991 c.284 §13; 1991 
c.459 §438f; 1991 c.477 §1; 1993 c.233 §18; 1995 c.774 §10; 1999 c.361 §1; 1999 
c.977 §18; 2001 c.827 §1; 2003 c.341 §3; 2003 c.655 §99; 2007 c.70 §324; 2007 
c.845 §1; 2009 c.91 §3; 2011 c.360 §13; 2012 c.12 §22]

 803.035 Optional titling; rules. (1) The Department of Transportation, by 
rule, may provide for optional titling of vehicles that are not subject to the vehicle 
titling requirements under ORS 803.025 or that are exempt from vehicle titling 
requirements by ORS 803.030. The rules adopted for purposes of this subsection 
may provide for the titling of categories of vehicles, types of vehicles or otherwise. 
Upon request of an owner, the department may issue title for a vehicle that meets 
the requirements of rules adopted under this section.
 (2) A vehicle that is issued title under this section is subject to the same 
provisions, conditions, fees and other requirements for titling as are other vehicles 
under the vehicle code and is subject to ORS 803.040. [1985 c.333 §2; 1993 c.233 
§19]

 803.036 Optional titling; park model recreational vehicles; rules. (1) As 
used in this section:
 (a) “Mobile home park” has the meaning given that term in ORS 446.003.
 (b) “Park model recreational vehicle” means a recreational vehicle, as defined in 
ORS 174.101, that:
 (A) Is designed for use as temporary living quarters;
 (B) Is built on a single chassis mounted on wheels;
 (C) Has a gross trailer area that does not exceed 400 square feet;
 (D) Is more than eight and one-half feet wide;
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 (E) Complies with any manufacturing standards that the Director of 
Transportation recognizes as being in widespread use and applicable to park model 
recreational vehicles; and
 (F) Meets any other requirements imposed by the director by rule.
 (2) The Department of Transportation, by rule, may provide for optional titling 
under ORS 803.035 for:
 (a) Park model recreational vehicles; and
 (b) Vehicles that no longer meet the definition of park model recreational vehicle, 
but that:
 (A) As originally manufactured, met the definition of park model recreational 
vehicle; and
 (B) Were first used as living quarters on or before January 1, 2021.
 (3) The department may not issue a registration for a park model recreational 
vehicle or former park model recreational vehicle.
 (4) The department may require an applicant for optional titling to:
 (a) Provide a manufacturer certificate or other information the department 
deems adequate for ensuring that the vehicle was constructed in compliance with 
manufacturing standards described in subsection (1)(b)(E) of this section; and
 (b) Attest that the vehicle:
 (A) Is not permanently affixed to land for use as a permanent dwelling; or
 (B) Is located within a mobile home park.
 (5) Titles issued under subsection (2)(b) of this section are for the purpose of 
facilitating the documentation of ownership and sales of park model recreational 
vehicles. In issuing a title, the department does not make any claims about the 
suitability, fitness, safety, quality or lawfulness of the vehicle’s use as living quarters 
or for transportation and does not assume liability for the vehicle’s use for any 
purpose. [2019 c.585 §2; 2019 c.585 §2a; 2021 c.157 §1]

 803.040 Effect of title. (1) If this state has issued title for a vehicle, the vehicle 
shall remain titled by this state and subject to all of the provisions of the vehicle 
code relating to vehicles titled by this state until one of the following occurs:
 (a) The vehicle becomes legally titled under the laws of another jurisdiction.
 (b) The owner of the vehicle establishes that the vehicle is no longer subject to 
the vehicle titling requirements under the vehicle code by a method recognized or 
established by the Department of Transportation.
 (c) A salvage title is issued for the vehicle.
 (2) Subsection (1) of this section applies to a vehicle issued title by this state 
even if one of the following applies to the vehicle:
 (a) At some time after issuance of the title by this state, the vehicle becomes 
eligible for an exemption from titling requirements under ORS 803.030 or for any 
other reason.
 (b) The issuance of the title was permissive under ORS 803.035.
 (c) The vehicle is not required to comply with vehicle titling provisions of the 
vehicle code for any reason. [1985 c.333 §3; 1991 c.873 §30; 1993 c.233 §20]

 803.045 Issuance of title; rules. (1) The Department of Transportation 
shall issue title for a vehicle if the applicant and the vehicle meet the following 
qualifications:
 (a) The applicant must satisfy the department that the applicant is the owner of 
the vehicle and is otherwise entitled to have title issued in the applicant’s name.
 (b) Except as otherwise provided in ORS 803.050 (2), the applicant must submit 
a completed and signed application for title described in ORS 803.050.
 (c) The applicant must pay the fee for issuance of a certificate of title under 
ORS 803.090 or the fee for issuance of title in another form, as established by the 
department by rule in accordance with ORS 803.012.
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 (d) If the vehicle is a reconstructed vehicle or an assembled vehicle, the 
applicant must provide the following information in addition to any other information 
required under this section:
 (A) The certificate of title last issued for the frame of the vehicle, a salvage title 
certificate issued for the vehicle or other evidence of ownership satisfactory to the 
department.
 (B) Bills of sale for major components used to build the vehicle.
 (e) If the vehicle is covered by an Oregon title or salvage title certificate, the 
applicant shall surrender the Oregon title or salvage title certificate, submit an 
application as provided under ORS 803.065 or submit other evidence of ownership 
satisfactory to the department.
 (f) Unless the department adopts rules to the contrary, if the vehicle is from 
another jurisdiction, the applicant shall surrender to the department with the 
application the certificate of title issued by the other jurisdiction, if such jurisdiction 
requires certificates of title. If such jurisdiction does not require certificates of title, 
then the applicant shall surrender the registration cards.
 (g) If required by the department, the applicant must submit proof of ownership 
as described under ORS 803.205.
 (h) Other than a racing activity vehicle as defined in ORS 801.404, if the 
department has reason to believe a vehicle was not certified by the original 
manufacturer as conforming to federal vehicle standards, the department may 
require the applicant to provide proof satisfactory to the department that the vehicle 
conforms to federal vehicle standards.
 (i) Unless the vehicle is exempted from odometer disclosure requirements, the 
applicant shall submit an appropriate odometer disclosure form. The department 
shall determine what constitutes an appropriate form in any particular situation. The 
department may make exceptions by rule to the requirement for submission of an 
odometer disclosure form.
 (2) The department may not issue title for a vehicle:
 (a) Required by ORS 803.210 to be inspected unless the vehicle has been 
inspected as described in ORS 803.212 and the inspection fee paid under ORS 
803.215.
 (b) If the current vehicle title, certificate, ownership document or the vehicle 
record available through electronic record inquiry:
 (A) Has a junk status;
 (B) Is a junk title, junk certificate or similar ownership document issued by 
another jurisdiction; or
 (C) Has a junk or similar brand or notation.
 (c) As prescribed in ORS 803.591.
 (3) The department may adopt any rules it considers necessary for the 
administration of subsection (2)(a) and (b) of this section. [1983 c.338 §178; 1985 
c.16 §61; 1985 c.402 §7; 1985 c.410 §1; 1987 c.146 §5; 1989 c.148 §9; 1991 c.873 
§8; 1993 c.233 §21; 2001 c.675 §7; 2003 c.24 §1; 2003 c.655 §100; 2007 c.693 §4; 
2019 c.312 §18; 2019 c.645 §8]

 803.050 Application; contents. (1) An application for title required under ORS 
803.045 shall be in a form specified by the Department of Transportation and shall 
contain all the following:
 (a) A full description of the vehicle, including, but not necessarily limited to, the 
vehicle identification number.
 (b) The name of the owner of the vehicle or other person whose name is to be 
shown on the title.
 (c) The identity of any security interests in order of priority.
 (d) The identity of the interest of any lessor.
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 (e) A disclosure of whether the vehicle is a replica or is specially constructed, 
reconstructed or assembled. If the title and registration records of the department 
already indicate that a vehicle is a replica or is specially constructed, reconstructed 
or assembled, disclosure under this subsection is not required unless the vehicle 
has been changed since title for the vehicle was last transferred.
 (f) If the title application shows a leasehold interest, the lessor shall designate 
whether the lessor or the lessee is to be shown on the title as the owner of the 
vehicle.
 (g) Any other information required by the department.
 (2) Notwithstanding subsection (1) of this section, the department may accept 
an application that does not contain everything required by this section if the 
department is satisfied as to the ownership of the vehicle. [1983 c.338 §180; 1985 
c.16 §62; 1985 c.251 §15; 1985 c.300 §1; 1985 c.402 §8a; 1987 c.750 §3a; 1989 
c.148 §10; 1991 c.551 §2; 1991 c.873 §9; 1993 c.233 §22]

 803.053 Expedited titling; vehicle dealers; rules; fee. (1) At the request of 
a vehicle dealer, the Department of Transportation shall provide expedited titling 
services if the vehicle dealer pays the fee imposed under this section. A request 
under this section must be made in the manner required by the department. The 
department shall adopt rules establishing criteria and procedures for providing 
expedited titling services under this section.
 (2) The fee for providing an expedited title under this section is $100. [2014 c.14 
§2]

 Note: 803.053 was added to and made a part of the Oregon Vehicle Code by 
legislative action but was not added to ORS chapter 803 or any series therein. See 
Preface to Oregon Revised Statutes for further explanation.

 803.055 Delivery of evidence of title; rules. (1) When a certificate of title is 
issued by this state, the Department of Transportation shall deliver the certificate as 
follows unless otherwise provided by law:
 (a) To the security interest holder with the highest priority.
 (b) If there are no security interest holders, to the lessor.
 (c) If there are no security interest holders or lessors, to the owner of the vehicle.
 (2) When a salvage title certificate is issued by this state, the department shall 
deliver the certificate to the owner of the vehicle.
 (3) The department may determine by rule whether, when, how and to whom 
titles issued in a form other than a certificate shall be delivered. [1983 c.338 §181; 
1985 c.16 §63; 1991 c.873 §31; 1993 c.233 §23]

 803.060 Renewal. A title does not require a renewal and is valid until one of the 
following occurs:
 (1) The vehicle is destroyed or dismantled.
 (2) Any interest reflected on the title changes. [1983 c.338 §182; 1985 c.316 §1; 
1993 c.233 §24; 2019 c.17 §5]

 803.065 Duplicate or replacement certificate; fee; application; rules. (1) The 
Department of Transportation may issue a duplicate or replacement certificate of 
title when all of the following occur:
 (a) The department is satisfied as to the loss, mutilation or destruction of a 
certificate of title or salvage title certificate.
 (b) The fee for issuance of a duplicate or replacement certificate of title or for a 
salvage title certificate established under ORS 803.090 is paid.
 (2) The department may accept an application for a duplicate or replacement 
title certificate at the time of any transfer of a vehicle under ORS 803.092. The 
following apply to this subsection:
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 (a) The department shall only accept the application if, at the time of transfer, 
the title certificate is lost, mutilated or destroyed.
 (b) When the department accepts an application, the department may accept 
proof of transfer other than the certificate of title or may accept a certificate of title 
that has not been completed along with other proof of transfer for purposes of 
transferring a vehicle under ORS 803.092. The department may accept any proof of 
transfer under this paragraph that establishes to the satisfaction of the department 
that the vehicle has been transferred including, but not limited to, statements of 
release of interest, bills of sale, assignments of interest or other similar proof.
 (c) If an application is made under this subsection, the fee for duplicate or 
replacement title certificate under ORS 803.090 shall be paid in addition to the 
transfer fee under ORS 803.090.
 (d) The department may include the form for application under this subsection 
as part of the form for transfer of a vehicle or may make the forms separate, as the 
department finds convenient.
 (e) The department is not required by this subsection to issue a duplicate or 
replacement title before transfer, but may withhold issuance of title until new title is 
issued upon completion of transfer.
 (f) The department may adopt rules to establish procedures and requirements 
for effecting a transfer under ORS 803.092 when application is made under this 
subsection at the same time. [1983 c.338 §183; 1985 c.174 §1; 1985 c.300 §2; 1989 
c.148 §11; 1991 c.873 §10]

(Offenses)

 803.070 False statement in application or assignment; penalty. (1) A person 
commits the offense of false statement on title or transfer of vehicle if the person 
knowingly makes any false statement of a material fact in an application for title to 
a vehicle, in an application for salvage title for a vehicle or in any assignment of title 
to a vehicle.
 (2) The offense described in this section, false statement on title or transfer of 
vehicle, is a Class A misdemeanor. [1983 c.338 §184; 1985 c.393 §1; 1991 c.873 
§32; 1993 c.233 §25; 1993 c.751 §21]

 803.075 False swearing prohibited; penalty. (1) A person commits the offense 
of false swearing relating to titling of vehicles if the person knowingly makes any 
false affidavit or knowingly swears or affirms falsely to any matter or thing relating 
to the titling of vehicles under the vehicle code. For purposes of this section, “titling 
of vehicles” includes, but is not necessarily limited to, matters and things related to 
salvage titles for vehicles issued by the Department of Transportation.
 (2) Penalties relating to submitting a false odometer reading relating to the titling 
of a vehicle shall be as provided under ORS 815.430.
 (3) The offense described in this section, false swearing relating to titling of 
vehicles, is a Class A misdemeanor. [1983 c.338 §185; 1985 c.251 §16; 1985 c.393 
§2; 1991 c.873 §33; 1993 c.233 §26; 1993 c.751 §22]

 803.080 Unlawfully publishing certificate of title forms prohibited; penalty. 
(1) A person commits the offense of unlawfully publishing certificate of title forms 
if the person produces in any way, or causes to be produced, without the authority 
of the Department of Transportation, facsimiles of the blank forms upon which the 
department issues certificates of title or salvage title certificates.
 (2) The offense described in this section, unlawfully publishing certificate of title 
forms, is a Class C felony. [1983 c.338 §186; 1991 c.873 §34]

 803.085 Selling untitled vehicle prohibited; penalty. (1) A person commits the 
offense of selling an untitled vehicle if the person sells a vehicle without complying 
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with the requirements under ORS 803.025 and 803.045 to obtain a title for the 
vehicle or the requirements of ORS 819.016 to obtain a salvage title for the vehicle, 
as appropriate.
 (2) The offense described in this section, selling an untitled vehicle, is a Class A 
misdemeanor. [1983 c.338 §187; 1985 c.393 §3; 1991 c.873 §35; 1993 c.233 §27]

(Fees)

 803.090 Fees for certificate of title. (1) Except as provided in subsection (2) 
of this section, the fee to issue a certificate of title under ORS 803.045 or 803.140, 
to transfer title under ORS 803.092, to issue a duplicate or replacement certificate 
of title under ORS 803.065 or to issue a new title due to name or address change 
under ORS 803.220 is as follows:
 (a) For a salvage title, $27.
 (b) For a vehicle title for trailers eligible for permanent registration under ORS 
803.415 (1) and motor vehicles with a gross vehicle weight rating over 26,000 
pounds, excluding motor homes, $90.
 (c) For a vehicle title for vehicles other than those vehicles described in 
paragraph (b) of this subsection, $77.
 (2) If an application for a duplicate or replacement certificate of title is filed at the 
same time as an application for a transfer of title for the same vehicle, the applicant 
is required to pay only the transfer of title fee.
 (3) The fee for late presentation of certificate of title under ORS 803.105 is $25 
from the 31st day after the transfer through the 60th day after the transfer and $50 
thereafter.
 (4) The fees for title transactions involving a form of title other than a certificate 
shall be the amounts established by the Department of Transportation by rule under 
ORS 803.012. [1983 c.338 §188; 1985 c.16 §64; 1985 c.174 §2; 1985 c.300 §3; 
1985 c.315 §1; 1987 c.790 §1; 1989 c.148 §12; 1991 c.873 §11; 1993 c.233 §28; 
2001 c.669 §7; 2001 c.675 §8; 2003 c.161 §1; 2003 c.618 §1; 2003 c.655 §101; 
2009 c.865 §42; 2017 c.750 §39a]

 803.091 Title fees based on miles per gallon. (1) As used in this section, 
“miles per gallon” or “MPG” means the distance traveled in a vehicle powered by 
one gallon of fuel.
 (2) The Department of Transportation shall determine the combined MPG 
ratings for each motor vehicle pursuant to a method determined by the department.
 (3) In addition to the title fees prescribed under ORS 803.090 (1)(c), there shall 
be paid an additional amount as follows:
 (a) For vehicles that have a rating of 0-19 MPG or nonmotorized vehicles, $24.
 (b) For vehicles that have a rating of 20-39 MPG, $29.
 (c) For vehicles that have a rating of 40 MPG or greater, $39.
 (d) For electric vehicles, $115. [2017 c.750 §37; 2017 c.750 §38]

 Note: 803.091 was added to and made a part of the Oregon Vehicle Code by 
legislative action but was not added to ORS chapter 803 or any series therein. See 
Preface to Oregon Revised Statutes for further explanation.

(Transfer of Title or Interest)

 803.092 Application for title upon transfer of interest; when and by whom 
required; exceptions. (1) Except as otherwise provided in this section, upon the 
transfer of any interest in a vehicle covered by an Oregon title the transferee shall 
submit an application for title to the Department of Transportation. Such application 
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shall be submitted to the department within 30 days of the date of transfer of 
interest.
 (2) Notwithstanding subsection (1) of this section, application is not required 
under this section when:
 (a) The change involves only a change in the security interest where the security 
interest holder or lessor is a financial institution, a financial holding company or 
a bank holding company, as those terms are defined in ORS 706.008, a licensee 
under ORS chapter 725, or any subsidiary or affiliate of any of the foregoing and 
the transfer of the interest of the security interest holder or lessor:
 (A) Results from the merger, conversion, reorganization, consolidation or 
acquisition of the security interest holder or lessor;
 (B) Is to an entity that is a member of the same affiliated group as the security 
holder or lessor; or
 (C) Is made in connection with a transfer in bulk.
 (b) The vehicle is transferred to a vehicle dealer and the vehicle will become 
part of the dealer’s inventory for resale. Upon the transfer of a vehicle to a dealer, 
however, the dealer shall immediately notify the department of such transfer. This 
exemption from the requirement to apply for title does not apply if the department 
determines that application for title is necessary in order to comply with odometer 
disclosure requirements. If the department determines that application for title is not 
required, it may require filing of documents under ORS 803.126.
 (c) The vehicle is to be titled in another jurisdiction.
 (d) The vehicle has been totaled, wrecked, dismantled, disassembled, 
substantially altered or destroyed, in which case the provisions of ORS 819.010, 
819.012, 819.014 or 822.135 relating to notice and surrender of title documents 
shall be complied with.
 (e) The transfer involves the creation or termination of a leasehold interest in 
a vehicle that is proportionally registered under ORS 826.009 or 826.011, if the 
department is furnished with satisfactory proof of the lease.
 (3) Except as provided in subsection (2) of this section, the transferee shall:
 (a) Submit an application that meets requirements for title under ORS 803.045 
and 803.050 and any applicable rules of the department.
 (b) Submit the title transfer fees as required under ORS 803.090.
 (c) Comply with the provisions of ORS 803.065 and any applicable rules of the 
department under that statute and submit the duplicate or replacement title fee as 
provided under ORS 803.090, if the transfer includes an application for duplicate or 
replacement title and transfer of title.
 (d) Submit an odometer disclosure containing information required by the 
department for the kind of transaction involved.
 (e) Submit any late presentation of certificate of title fee as provided under ORS 
803.090 if such fee is required under ORS 803.105.
 (4) For purposes of this section:
 (a) “Affiliated group” has the meaning given to the term in section 1504(a) of the 
Internal Revenue Code of 1986, as amended (26 U.S.C. 1504(a)).
 (b) A “transfer in bulk” is:
 (A) The sale or assignment of, the grant of a security interest in, or any other 
transfer of either a group of loans secured by vehicles, leases of vehicles or both or 
a participation or other interest in the group of loans;
 (B) The creation of asset-backed securities or other securing of assets involving 
the loans or leases; or
 (C) Any similar transaction involving the loans or leases. [1989 c.148 §3; 1989 
c.452 §7; 1991 c.67 §212; 1991 c.820 §14; 1991 c.873 §12; 1993 c.233 §29; 1993 
c.427 §1; 1997 c.631 §554; 2001 c.377 §53; 2001 c.675 §9; 2003 c.655 §102]
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 803.094 Release or assignment of title interest; rules; when and by whom 
required; exceptions. (1) Except as otherwise provided in this section, upon the 
transfer of any interest shown on an Oregon title any person whose interest is 
released, terminated, assigned or transferred, shall release or assign that interest 
in a manner specified by the Department of Transportation by rule. Rules adopted 
for purposes of this subsection shall be designed, as much as possible, to protect 
the interests of all parties to the transfer. If required under ORS 803.102, the person 
shall also complete an odometer disclosure statement.
 (2) Notwithstanding subsection (1) of this section:
 (a) In the case of a transfer by operation of law of any interest shown on 
an Oregon title, the personal representative, receiver, trustee, sheriff or other 
representative or successor in interest of the person whose interest is transferred 
shall release or assign interest and if required by the department by rule, as 
provided under ORS 803.102, complete an odometer disclosure statement and 
shall provide the certificate, if any, and disclosure statement if required to the 
transferee. The representative or successor shall also provide the transferee 
with information satisfactory to the department concerning all facts entitling 
such representative or successor to transfer title. If there is no person to assign 
interest, the person to whom interest is awarded or otherwise transferred shall be 
responsible for the requirements of this paragraph.
 (b) In the case of a transfer at death of the interest of the owner, lessor or 
security interest holder if the estate is not being probated and title is not being 
transferred under the provisions of ORS 114.547, interest may be assigned 
through the use of an affidavit. The affidavit shall be on a form prescribed by the 
department and signed by all of the known heirs of the person whose interest is 
being transferred stating the name of the person to whom the ownership interest 
has been passed. If any heir has not arrived at the age of majority or is otherwise 
incapacitated, the parent or guardian of the heir shall sign the affidavit. In the case 
of a transfer under this paragraph, one of the heirs or any other person designated 
by the department by rule shall complete any odometer disclosure statement 
required under ORS 803.102.
 (c) In the case of a transfer at death of the interest of the owner, lessor or 
security interest holder where transfer occurs under the provisions of ORS 114.547, 
the affiant as defined in ORS 114.505 is the person required to assign interest. The 
department may designate by rule the affiant or any other person to complete any 
odometer disclosure statement required under ORS 803.102.
 (d) Upon the termination of a lease, in lieu of the lessee releasing interest, the 
lessor may provide information satisfactory to the department that the lease has 
been terminated. The lessor shall provide an odometer disclosure statement if 
required under ORS 803.102. If the lessor does not take possession of the vehicle 
upon termination of the lease, the information in the odometer disclosure given 
by the lessor may be taken from an odometer disclosure given by the lessee to 
the lessor under ORS 803.102 unless the lessor has reason to believe that the 
disclosure by the lessee does not reflect the actual mileage of the vehicle.
 (e) A security interest holder or lessor, without the consent of the owner, may 
assign interest of the holder or lessor in a vehicle to a person other than the owner 
without affecting the interest of the owner or the validity or priority of the interest. 
A person not given notice of such assignment is protected in dealing with the 
security interest holder or lessor as the holder of the interest until the assignee 
files in accordance with ORS chapter 79. This paragraph does not exempt such 
assignments from title transfer requirements.
 (3) Nothing in this section requires the release or assignment of title upon the 
creation or termination of a leasehold interest for a vehicle that is proportionally 
registered under ORS 826.009 or 826.011 if the department is furnished with 
satisfactory proof of the lease for such vehicle.
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 (4) The department by rule may allow odometer disclosure statements to be on 
a form other than the certificate of title.
 (5) Persons subject to the provisions of this section shall provide to the 
transferee a title certificate, if one has been issued and is in their possession, the 
release or assignment of interest, and any required odometer disclosure statement. 
If an odometer disclosure statement is required, the transferee shall provide a 
signed disclosure to the transferor in a form determined by the department by rule. 
[1989 c.148 §2; 1991 c.67 §213; 1991 c.873 §13; 1993 c.233 §30; 2001 c.675 §10; 
2003 c.655 §103; 2019 c.165 §29]

 803.095 [1983 c.338 §189; 1985 c.16 §65; 1985 c.251 §17; 1985 c.300 §4; 1985 
c.400 §2; 1985 c.485 §5; 1987 c.750 §4; 1989 c.43 §18; repealed by 1989 c.148 
§20]

 803.097 Perfection of security interest in vehicle; rules. (1) Except as 
provided in subsection (5) of this section, the exclusive means for perfecting a 
security interest in a vehicle is by application for notation of the security interest 
on the title in accordance with this section. The application may accompany the 
application for a title or may be made separately at any time prior to issuance of title 
and must be accompanied by evidence of ownership as defined by the Department 
of Transportation by rule unless the department is in possession of evidence of 
ownership when it receives the application. If title to the vehicle has been issued 
in a form other than a certificate, and the title reflects a security interest, the 
application for perfection shall include authorization from the previous security 
interest holder for the new security interest to be recorded on the title. Authorization 
under this subsection is not required if:
 (a) A release of interest is submitted by the prior security interest holder or the 
department is otherwise satisfied that the prior holder no longer holds an interest or 
is otherwise not entitled to title to the vehicle;
 (b) The security interest is being added to the title in conjunction with the 
cancellation of previous title or other action the department takes to correct 
ownership information reflected on a title; or
 (c) Title is being transferred by operation of law.
 (2) When the department processes an application for a security interest the 
department shall mark on the application or otherwise indicate on the record the 
date the application was first received by the department. The department shall 
determine by rule what constitutes receipt of an application for purposes of this 
subsection.
 (3) If the department has the evidence required by subsection (1) of this section 
and if the application contains the name of each owner of the vehicle, the name 
and address of the secured party and the vehicle identification number of the 
collateral, the security interest is perfected as of the date marked on the application 
or indicated in the record by the department. If the application does not contain 
the information required by this subsection, or if the department does not have the 
required evidence, the department shall indicate on the application or on the record 
that the date placed on the application or the record pursuant to subsection (2) of 
this section is not the date of perfection of the security interest.
 (4) The security interest remains effective until released or terminated by the 
secured party.
 (5) A security interest in a vehicle may not be perfected as described under this 
section but is subject to the perfection provisions under ORS chapter 79 if:
 (a) The debtor who granted the security interest is in the business of selling 
vehicles and the vehicle constitutes inventory held for sale or lease; or
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 (b) The vehicle is exempt from titling requirements under ORS 803.030. [1987 
c.750 §2; 1989 c.148 §13; 1993 c.233 §31; 2001 c.445 §184; 2001 c.675 §11a; 2003 
c.655 §104; 2012 c.12 §23]

 803.098 Certain transactions that do not create security interest. 
Notwithstanding any other provision of law, in the case of motor vehicles or trailers, 
a transaction does not create a sale or security interest merely because it provides 
that the rental price is permitted or required to be adjusted under the agreement 
either upward or downward by reference to the amount realized upon sale or other 
disposition of the motor vehicle or trailer. [1993 c.646 §25]

 803.100 Application of Uniform Commercial Code. (1) Except as provided 
in subsection (2) of this section, the rights and remedies of all persons in vehicles 
subject to security interests established under ORS 803.097 are determined by the 
provisions of the Uniform Commercial Code.
 (2)(a) If perfection of a security interest in a vehicle occurs on or before 30 
days after attachment of the security interest, the secured party takes priority over 
the rights of a transferee in bulk or a lien creditor that arise between the time the 
secured party’s interest attaches and the time of perfection of the security interest.
 (b) This subsection applies to any security interest in a vehicle that is not a 
purchase money security interest. [1983 c.338 §190; 1985 c.16 §66; 1989 c.148 
§14; 1999 c.818 §3; 2001 c.675 §12; 2003 c.655 §105; 2005 c.261 §1]
 803.102 Odometer disclosure statement upon transfer of interest; when required; 
rules. (1) As used in this section:
 (a) “Transferee” means any person to whom ownership of a motor vehicle is 
transferred by purchase, gift or any other means other than by creation of a security 
interest and any person who, as an agent, signs an odometer disclosure statement 
for the transferee.
 (b) “Transferor” means any person who transfers ownership of a motor vehicle by 
sale, gift or any means other than by creation of a security interest and any person 
who, as an agent, signs an odometer disclosure statement for the transferor.
 (2) Except as otherwise provided in this section, upon transfer of any interest in 
a motor vehicle, an odometer disclosure statement shall be made by the transferor 
to the transferee. The disclosure shall be in a form that complies with the provisions 
of ORS 803.120 and shall contain the information required under ORS 803.122.
 (3) If a transfer requiring a disclosure statement involves a leased vehicle, 
the lessor shall notify the lessee that the lessee is required to provide odometer 
disclosure. The lessee shall furnish the lessor with a form that complies with the 
requirements of ORS 803.120 and shall provide the information required by ORS 
803.122 except that for purposes of the required information, the lessee shall be 
considered the transferor, the lessor shall be considered the transferee and the 
date shall be the date of the disclosure statement.
 (4) Where an interest in a vehicle is transferred by operation of law, the 
Department of Transportation shall determine by rule whether an odometer 
disclosure statement is required and if so, who is required to provide it.
 (5) The department, by rule, may exempt vehicles from the odometer disclosure 
requirements of this section in accordance with federal laws, rules or regulations 
pertaining to odometer disclosure requirements.
 (6) A person may provide an odometer reading to the department, in the manner 
prescribed by the department by rule, for a vehicle that is 10 years old or older. 
[1989 c.148 §4; 1991 c.67 §214; 1991 c.873 §1; 2013 c.659 §1; 2021 c.630 §30]

 803.103 Vehicle identification number check. (1) With every vehicle title 
transfer, the Department of Transportation shall check the vehicle identification 
number or numbers on the vehicle title or other primary ownership records against 
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those listed as stolen by the Law Enforcement Data System. If the check indicates 
the vehicle is stolen, the department:
 (a) Shall immediately notify the Oregon State Police or, if the department 
determines it would be appropriate to do so, notify another law enforcement 
agency; and
 (b) Shall not issue title within 30 days of giving the notice required by paragraph 
(a) of this subsection unless the department is notified before the end of the 30 
days that the vehicle is not stolen. After the passage of the 30-day period, the 
department may issue the title.
 (2) The department may issue title to a vehicle that is listed as stolen without 
giving the notice required by of subsection (1)(a) of this section if the department is 
satisfied that the applicant for title is the person from whom the vehicle was stolen 
or is the insurer of that person.
 (3) The department may check with the National Crime Information Center and 
the Law Enforcement Data System for information about vehicles in situations other 
than those specified in ORS 803.212 and subsections (1) and (2) of this section if 
the department determines that it is appropriate to do so. [1991 c.576 §§3,4; 1993 
c.233 §32]

 803.105 Failure to deliver documents on transfer; late fee; penalty. (1) 
Except as provided in ORS 803.092, a person commits the offense of failure to 
deliver vehicle documents on transfer of a vehicle for which the Department of 
Transportation has issued a certificate of title if the person does not comply with 
any of the following:
 (a) Upon transfer of title or any interest in a vehicle, the transferee shall present 
the certificate of title to the department within 30 days after the transfer. This 
paragraph does not apply to a vehicle dealer. If the transfer arises from the sale 
of a vehicle, a transferee who presents the certificate more than 30 days after the 
transfer shall pay the fee for late presentation of certificate of title established in 
ORS 803.090. However, the fee for late presentation does not apply if the transferee 
proves to the satisfaction of the department that:
 (A) The transferee made a good faith effort to obtain title; or
 (B) Failure to comply was for a reason beyond the control of the transferee.
 (b) Upon transfer of title or any interest in a vehicle to a vehicle dealer, the 
vehicle dealer shall immediately notify the department that the vehicle has been 
transferred to the dealer.
 (c) Upon creation of a leasehold interest in a vehicle, the lessor or holder shall 
present the certificate of title to the department within 30 days of the transfer. This 
paragraph does not apply to the creation of leasehold interests in vehicles that are 
proportionally registered under ORS 826.009 or 826.011.
 (d) Upon termination of a leasehold interest, the lessor shall cause the 
certificate of title to be delivered to the department within 30 days of the 
termination. This paragraph does not apply to the termination of leasehold interests 
in commercial vehicles that are proportionally registered under ORS 826.009 or 
826.011.
 (e) Upon creation of a leasehold interest in vehicles that are proportionally 
registered under ORS 826.009 or 826.011, the lessee shall furnish the department 
with satisfactory proof of the lease.
 (f) Upon the creation of a security interest in a vehicle where the owner or lessor 
is in possession of a certificate of title, the owner or lessor, if there is a lease, shall 
deliver the certificate to the person in whom the security interest was created. This 
paragraph does not apply upon the creation of a security interest where the debtor 
who granted the security interest is in the business of selling vehicles and the 
vehicle constitutes inventory held for sale.
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 (g) Upon the creation of a security interest in a vehicle where a prior security 
interest holder is in possession of the certificate of title, the owner or lessor, if there 
is a lease, shall either provide for the delivery of the certificate of title to the person 
in whom the security was created or arrange for direct delivery by the prior security 
interest holder to the department. This paragraph does not apply upon the creation 
of a security interest where the debtor who granted the security interest is in the 
business of selling vehicles and the vehicle constitutes inventory held for sale.
 (h) Notwithstanding paragraph (a) of this subsection, upon creation of a security 
interest in a vehicle, a person in whom a security interest was created and who 
receives a certificate of title showing the interest from the person granting the 
security interest shall present the certificate of title to the department within 30 days 
after receiving the certificate of title.
 (i) Within 15 calendar days of satisfaction of a security interest in a vehicle, the 
security interest holder affected:
 (A) If in possession of the certificate of title, shall deliver the certificate of title 
and the release contained thereon to the security interest holder next named, if any, 
otherwise to the lessor or, if none, to the owner.
 (B) If not in possession of the certificate of title, shall deliver a release to the 
person entitled thereto.
 (j) Upon receipt of a release of a security interest in a vehicle by a person who 
is not in possession of the certificate of title, the person shall promptly deliver the 
release to the holder of the certificate of title. This paragraph does not apply to 
release of a security interest in vehicles where the debtor who granted the security 
interest is in the business of selling vehicles and the vehicle constitutes inventory 
held for sale.
 (k) Notwithstanding paragraph (a) of this subsection, upon satisfaction of a 
security interest in a vehicle, the holder of the certificate of title and the release 
shall present both to the department within 30 days after the date of the release. 
This paragraph does not apply upon release of a security interest in vehicles where 
the debtor who granted the security interest is in the business of selling vehicles 
and the vehicle constitutes inventory held for sale.
 (2) The offense described in this section, failure to deliver vehicle documents on 
transfer of interest in a vehicle, is a Class D traffic violation. [1983 c.338 §191; 1985 
c.16 §67; 1985 c.315 §2; 1985 c.485 §4; 1987 c.750 §5; 1989 c.43 §19; 1989 c.148 
§15; 1989 c.452 §5; 1991 c.284 §14; 1993 c.18 §167; 1993 c.233 §33]

 803.106 Failure to deliver information on transfer of Oregon-titled vehicle 
for which there is no title certificate; penalty. (1) A person commits the offense 
of failure to deliver information on transfer of a vehicle for which the Department of 
Transportation has issued title in a form other than a certificate if the person does 
not comply with rules adopted by the department concerning the information to be 
delivered.
 (2) Nothing in this section authorizes the department to adopt rules requiring 
compliance with this section by persons who would be exempt from compliance 
with ORS 803.105 even if they had been issued certificates of title by the 
department.
 (3) The offense described in this section, failure to deliver information on transfer 
of a vehicle, is a Class D traffic violation. [1993 c.233 §35]

 803.108 Effect of tax lien on transfer of vehicle. If the ownership of a motor 
vehicle subject to the lien provided for by ORS 319.700 is transferred, whether by 
operation of law or otherwise, the Department of Transportation shall not issue, to 
the transferee or person otherwise entitled thereto, a registration card or title with 
respect to such motor vehicle until the department has determined that the lien 
has been removed. Implements of husbandry are not subject to this section by 
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virtue of exemption under ORS 319.520 from the lien provided for by ORS 319.700. 
[Formerly 803.115]

 803.110 [1985 c.485 §3; repealed by 1989 c.148 §20]

(Transferor Notice)

 803.112 Notice of transfer of interest in vehicle; rules; exemptions. (1) 
Except as otherwise provided in this section, the transferor of an interest in a 
vehicle covered by an Oregon title shall notify the Department of Transportation 
of the transfer within 10 days of the date of transfer. The notice shall be in a form 
determined by the department by rule.
 (2) For purposes of giving notice under this section, if the transfer occurs by 
operation of law, the personal representative, receiver, trustee, sheriff or other 
representative or successor in interest of the person whose interest is transferred 
shall be considered the transferor.
 (3) The requirements of this section do not apply upon creation, termination or 
change in a security interest or a leasehold interest or upon award of ownership of 
a motor vehicle made by court order.
 (4) A vehicle dealer is exempt from the notice requirement of this section if the 
dealer:
 (a) Transfers the vehicle to another dealer; or
 (b) Submits an application for title to the vehicle on behalf of the buyer of the 
vehicle.
 (5) Notification provided under this section is for informational purposes only 
and does not constitute an assignment or release of any interest in the vehicle. 
[1995 c.516 §2; 2003 c.121 §1]

 803.113 Department action upon receipt of notice under ORS 803.112; 
rules. (1) Except as otherwise provided by rule of the Department of Transportation 
under subsection (3) of this section, upon receipt of a notification of transfer 
described in ORS 803.112, the department shall make a notation on its records 
indicating that it has received notification that an interest in the vehicle has been 
transferred. The notation shall be made whether or not the form submitted to the 
department contains all the information required by the department under ORS 
803.112, so long as there is sufficient information to identify the vehicle. Thereafter, 
until a new title is issued, when the department is asked to provide the name of the 
owner of a vehicle as shown on its records, the department shall provide the name 
of the transferor and indicate that department records show a notification of transfer 
but do not show a title transfer. The department shall also provide the name of the 
transferee if it is shown on the form submitted by the transferor under ORS 803.112.
 (2) Whenever the Oregon Vehicle Code or other statute requires notice to the 
owner of a motor vehicle, the person required to provide notice shall provide the 
notice to the current owner as shown on the records of the department and to any 
transferee shown as a result of notification to the department under ORS 803.112.
 (3) The department may adopt rules for the implementation of ORS 803.112 and 
this section. Rules shall be designed to allow the department to implement ORS 
803.112 and this section in a way that is efficient and convenient for the public and 
the department. Rules under this section may include, but need not be limited to, 
rules authorizing the department to remove information recorded under this section, 
specifying circumstances under which information submitted need not be recorded 
and specifying circumstances under which the department provides a receipt of 
notification that an interest in a vehicle has been transferred. [1995 c.516 §3; 2003 
c.121 §2; 2009 c.579 §2]
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 803.114 Knowingly submitting false notice of transfer; penalty. (1) A person 
commits the offense of knowingly submitting false notice of transfer if the person 
submits a notice of transfer of an interest in a vehicle as described in ORS 803.112 
to the Department of Transportation and the person knows that the interest in the 
vehicle has not been transferred.
 (2) The offense described in this section, knowingly submitting false notice of 
transfer, is a Class C misdemeanor. [1995 c.516 §4]

 803.115 [1983 c.338 §192; 1989 c.992 §30; 1993 c.233 §36; renumbered 
803.108 in 1997]

 803.116 Knowingly submitting false information about transfer of interest 
in vehicle; penalty. (1) A person commits the offense of knowingly submitting false 
information about transfer of a vehicle if the person submits a notice of transfer 
of an interest in a vehicle as described in ORS 803.112 to the Department of 
Transportation and the person knows that some or all of the information contained 
in the notice is false.
 (2) The offense described in this section, knowingly submitting false information 
about transfer of a vehicle, is a Class C misdemeanor. [1995 c.516 §5]

 803.117 Effect of notice of transfer on civil and criminal liability. A transferor 
who has delivered possession of a vehicle to a transferee may not, by reason of 
any of the provisions of the Oregon Vehicle Code, be subject to civil liability or 
criminal liability for the parking, abandoning or operation of the vehicle by another 
person when the transferor has:
 (1) Notified the Department of Transportation of the transfer; and
 (2) Assigned the title to the transferee. [1995 c.516 §6; 1997 c.249 §275; 2003 
c.121 §3; 2009 c.579 §1]

(Odometer Disclosure)

 803.120 Odometer disclosure; contents of form. (1) When an odometer 
disclosure is required by statute or by the Department of Transportation, or when 
an odometer reading is provided under ORS 803.102 (6), the disclosure or reading 
shall be provided in a form required by the department by rule. The department may 
require different forms for different situations and may require different information 
to be disclosed for different purposes.
 (2) Any form authorized by the department for use as an odometer disclosure 
upon transfer of an interest in a vehicle shall refer to the federal law requiring 
disclosure of odometer information and shall state that failure to complete the 
disclosure form, or providing false information on the form, may result in a fine or 
imprisonment.
 (3) Any form authorized by the department for use as an odometer disclosure 
upon transfer of an interest in a vehicle shall provide a way for the transferor to 
indicate, to the best of the transferor’s knowledge, which of the following is true:
 (a) That the odometer reading reflects the actual mileage of the vehicle;
 (b) That the odometer reading reflects an amount of mileage in excess of the 
designed mechanical odometer limit; or
 (c) That the odometer reading does not reflect actual mileage and should not be 
relied on.
 (4) An odometer disclosure required upon transfer of an interest in a vehicle 
shall be made on the vehicle title unless the department provides otherwise by rule. 
[1991 c.873 §3; 2013 c.659 §3]

 803.122 Information required; rules. (1) When an odometer disclosure is 
required at time of transfer of a vehicle, the transferee and the transferor shall both 
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sign the odometer disclosure form and the transferor shall provide as much of the 
following as is required by the Department of Transportation by rule:
 (a) The odometer reading at the time of transfer, excluding tenths of miles.
 (b) The date of transfer.
 (c) The transferor’s name, which shall be printed, and current address.
 (d) The transferee’s name, which shall be printed, and current address.
 (e) The identity of the vehicle, including its make, model, year and body type 
and the vehicle identification number.
 (f) Any other information that the department determines by rule would further 
the purposes of the odometer disclosure requirements.
 (2) In addition to providing the information required by subsection (1) of this 
section, the transferor shall indicate, in a manner determined by the department, 
which of the statements described in ORS 803.120 (3) is accurate. [1991 c.873 §4]

 803.124 Rules for issuance of forms; agreements for provision of forms; 
fee. (1) The Department of Transportation may adopt rules providing for issuance of 
any forms it considers necessary or convenient for assigning or conveying interests 
in vehicles and any forms it considers necessary or convenient for providing 
required odometer disclosures. The authority granted by this section includes, but 
is not necessarily limited to, authority to enter into agreements authorizing others to 
provide the forms authorized by this section to the public.
 (2) The department may establish fees for providing forms authorized by this 
section. Fees shall be designed to recover the cost of producing and providing the 
forms. An agreement entered into by the department for the purpose of providing 
forms authorized by this section to the public may provide for a fee to be charged by 
the person providing the forms. [1991 c.873 §6]

 803.126 Odometer disclosure without title application; fee. (1) The 
Department of Transportation by rule may allow the filing of documents related to 
odometer disclosure without an accompanying application for issuance or transfer 
of title. The department may determine situations in which such documents may be 
filed and what documents are acceptable.
 (2) A person filing an odometer disclosure statement under this section shall pay 
a fee of $4. [1991 c.873 §6a]

(Transitional Ownership Records)

 803.130 Purpose of record. The purpose of a transitional ownership record is 
to enable security interests to be perfected in a timely manner when the primary 
ownership record is not available. [1989 c.927 §7; 1993 c.233 §41]

 803.132 Circumstances under which transitional ownership record 
acceptable as ownership record. A transitional ownership record is acceptable as 
an ownership record only if the primary ownership record is not in the possession 
of the selling dealer, new security interest holder or the agent of either at the time 
the transitional ownership record is submitted to the Department of Transportation. 
[1989 c.927 §8; 1993 c.233 §42; 1995 c.309 §1; 1999 c.818 §1]

 803.134 Fee. A person submitting a transitional ownership record to the 
Department of Transportation shall pay a fee of $13 to the department. The fee 
shall be paid at the time of submission of the record unless the department by rule 
establishes alternative payment methods. [1989 c.927 §6; 1993 c.233 §43]

 803.136 Mandatory rejection, return or invalidation of record by 
department. The Department of Transportation shall reject, return or subsequently 
invalidate a transitional ownership record if:
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 (1) More than 30 days have elapsed between the date of sale or if no sale is 
involved, the date the contract or security interest being perfected was signed and 
the date the transitional ownership record is received by the department;
 (2) The transitional ownership record does not contain all of the information 
specified in ORS 801.562;
 (3) It is determined that persons named on the transitional ownership record as 
having a security interest did not have a security interest on the date the transitional 
ownership record was received;
 (4) It is determined the person who submitted the transitional ownership record 
made false statements in completing the transitional ownership record;
 (5) The department does not receive the primary ownership record within 
90 days from the date of sale or if no sale is involved, from the date the security 
agreement or contract was signed;
 (6) The security interest holder or person submitting the transitional ownership 
record elects to retain it, requests it be returned or requests that the transitional 
ownership record be withdrawn; or
 (7) The information on or in the transitional ownership record has been changed 
or altered in a manner that is not acceptable to the department. [1989 c.927 §9; 
1993 c.233 §44; 1995 c.309 §2; 1999 c.818 §2; 2005 c.261 §2]

 803.138 Discretionary rejection, return or invalidation of record by 
department. The Department of Transportation may reject, return or subsequently 
invalidate a transitional ownership record if:
 (1) It is determined that title is to be issued to someone other than the person 
shown on the transitional ownership record;
 (2) Interests reflected on the primary ownership record or in information 
submitted in conjunction with that record conflict with the interests as reflected on 
the transitional ownership record; or
 (3) The person submitting the transitional ownership record has failed to submit 
the fee required by ORS 803.134 or to comply with an alternative payment method 
established by the department under ORS 803.134. [1989 c.927 §10; 1993 c.233 
§45]

(Salvage Titles)

 803.140 Application; certificate; rules. (1) When a person is required by the 
provisions of ORS 819.016 to apply for a salvage title for a vehicle, the application 
shall be in a form acceptable to the Department of Transportation and shall 
contain any information required by the department by rule. Rules adopted by the 
department may include, but need not be limited to, provisions for accepting an 
application under this section that does not contain all the information otherwise 
required, if the department is satisfied as to ownership of the vehicle.
 (2) The department may design a salvage title certificate for vehicles and by 
rule may prescribe the contents of the certificate. A salvage title certificate shall be 
produced by a secure process that meets or exceeds the requirements of federal 
law.
 (3) The department may issue a salvage title certificate to a person who submits 
an application that meets the requirements imposed by the department under this 
section and submits the fee required under ORS 803.090.
 (4) The department may adopt any rules it considers necessary for the 
administration of the salvage title process. The rules may include, but need not be 
limited to, rules specifying:
 (a) Permissible uses of a salvage title certificate.
 (b) Requirements for replacement or surrender of a salvage title certificate or for 
issuance of a new certificate.
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 (c) Records that will be kept by the department.
 (d) Forms of salvage title other than certificates. [1991 c.873 §28; 1993 c.233 
§37]

PROVISIONS APPLICABLE TO BOTH TITLE AND REGISTRATION
(Generally)

 803.200 Residency; criteria; exception; camper on vehicle. This section 
establishes when the exemptions under ORS 803.030 and 803.305 from titling and 
registration of vehicles owned by nonresidents are applicable. The applicability of 
the described exemptions for nonresident owners of vehicles is subject to all of the 
following:
 (1) A person is a resident of this state for purposes of titling and registering 
vehicles if the person engages in any gainful employment in this state or takes 
any action to indicate the acquiring of residence in this state during the period of 
sojourn in this state by doing any of the following:
 (a) Remaining in this state for a consecutive period of six months or more 
regardless of the domicile of the person.
 (b) Placing children in a public school without payment of nonresident tuition 
fees.
 (c) Making a declaration to be a resident of this state for the purpose of 
obtaining, at resident rates, a state license or tuition fees at an educational 
institution maintained by public funds.
 (d) Maintaining a main office, branch office or warehouse facilities in this state 
and operating motor vehicles in this state.
 (e) Operating motor vehicles in intrastate transportation for compensation or 
profit for other than seasonal agricultural work.
 (2) Notwithstanding subsection (1) of this section, private passenger motor 
vehicle owners who are bona fide residents of states adjoining this state shall be 
permitted to operate their vehicles in this state for so long as such motor vehicles 
remain currently registered and titled in an adjoining state.
 (3) A camper on a motor vehicle described in this section shall be subject to 
registration or titling under the vehicle code at the same time that such motor 
vehicle becomes subject to registration and titling under this section.
 (4) Notwithstanding subsection (1) of this section, a person who is gainfully 
employed in this state shall not be considered a resident of the state if the person 
has taken no other steps to become a resident. This subsection applies, but is not 
limited, to a student at an educational institution who is paying nonresident tuition 
rates. [1983 c.338 §198; 1993 c.751 §87]

 803.203 Proof of payment of taxes. (1) A person that purchases a taxable 
motor vehicle from a seller that is not subject to the privilege tax imposed under 
ORS 320.405 may not register or title the taxable motor vehicle in Oregon unless 
the person provides proof that:
 (a) The person paid the use tax imposed under ORS 320.410;
 (b) The person is not required to pay the use tax for the reasons provided in 
ORS 320.410 (4); or
 (c) The taxable motor vehicle was purchased and titled by a car rental company 
as defined in ORS 803.219 using an electronic integrator.
 (2) The person shall provide the proof described in subsection (1) of this section 
to the Department of Transportation in the manner established by the department 
by rule. [2017 c.750 §109; 2019 c.491 §12]
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 Note: 803.203 was added to and made a part of the Oregon Vehicle Code by 
legislative action but was not added to ORS chapter 803 or any series therein. See 
Preface to Oregon Revised Statutes for further explanation.

 803.205 Proof of ownership or security interest on transfer or application 
for title or registration; affidavit. (1) The Department of Transportation may 
require proof under this section if the department determines the proof is necessary 
to resolve questions concerning vehicle ownership or undisclosed security interests 
in the transfer of any vehicle under ORS 803.092, in an application for issuance of 
title under ORS 803.045 or in an application for registration of a vehicle under ORS 
803.350.
 (2) Under this section, the department may require any proof sufficient to satisfy 
the department concerning the questions about the ownership of the vehicle or 
security interests in the vehicle. The proof required by the department may include, 
but is not limited to, completion of an affidavit that:
 (a) Is in a form required by the department by rule;
 (b) Contains any information the department requires by rule as necessary 
to establish ownership of the vehicle or to determine any security interests in the 
vehicle; and
 (c) Is verified by the person making the affidavit.
 (3) The department is not liable to any person for issuing title or registering a 
vehicle based on proof provided under this section.
 (4) Nothing in this section affects any power of the department to refuse to issue 
or to revoke title or registration. [1983 c.338 §199; 1989 c.148 §16; 1993 c.233 §38; 
2001 c.675 §13; 2003 c.655 §106]
 803.206 Electronically transmitted documents for title, registration or odometer 
disclosure; rules. (1) As used in this section, “electronic signature” has the meaning 
given that term in ORS 84.004.
 (2) The Department of Transportation may receive electronically transmitted 
documents necessary to:
 (a) Issue or transfer a certificate of title for a vehicle;
 (b) Register a vehicle or transfer registration of a vehicle;
 (c) Issue a registration plate; or
 (d) Comply with odometer disclosure requirements.
 (3) Except as required in ORS 803.094 and 803.205 for affidavits, an 
acknowledgement before a notary public is not required when a document or 
signature is transmitted electronically under this section. When an affidavit is 
required under ORS 803.094 or 803.205, the department may accept a scanned 
copy of the person’s signature and a scanned copy of the notary public’s 
acknowledgment of the signature, which accurately reproduces the original 
signatures and contents of the document.
 (4) The department may adopt rules relating to the electronic transmission 
of documents and the use of electronic signatures on documents described in 
subsection (2) of this section. [2015 c.708 §2]

 Note: 803.206 was added to and made a part of the Oregon Vehicle Code by 
legislative action but was not added to ORS chapter 803 or any series therein. See 
Preface to Oregon Revised Statutes for further explanation.

 803.207 Expedited titling and registration; fee. (1) The Department of 
Transportation by rule may establish procedures for providing expedited services 
related to the titling and registration of vehicles when such services are needed 
because of problems related to odometer disclosure requirements. This authority 
is in addition to the department’s authority to provide expedited services for other 
reasons on an individual case basis.
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 (2) The department may charge a fee of not more than $10 for providing 
expedited services authorized by this section. [1991 c.873 §5]

 803.210 Conditions precedent to issuance of title for certain vehicles. (1) 
The Department of Transportation shall not issue title for a vehicle described in 
subsection (2) of this section unless:
 (a) An inspection of the vehicle identification number or numbers of the vehicle 
is performed in accordance with ORS 803.212; and
 (b) The fee established under ORS 803.215 is paid to the department for the 
inspection.
 (2) Except as provided in subsection (3) of this section, the requirements of this 
section apply to all of the following:
 (a) A vehicle from another jurisdiction.
 (b) Any assembled or reconstructed vehicle.
 (c) Any vehicle if the certificate of title has been or is required to be submitted 
to the department, or a person is required to report to the department, under ORS 
819.010, 819.012, 819.014 or 819.030.
 (d) Any vehicle if the department has received notice that the vehicle has been 
or will be wrecked, dismantled, disassembled or substantially altered under ORS 
819.010 or 822.135.
 (e) Replicas.
 (f) Other than a racing activity vehicle as defined in ORS 801.404, any vehicle 
the department has reason to believe was not certified by the original manufacturer 
as conforming to federal vehicle standards.
 (3) The requirements of this section do not apply to the following vehicles if the 
person shown as the owner on an out-of-state title for the vehicle applies for an 
Oregon title in that person’s name:
 (a) A rental truck, rental truck tractor or rental trailer that is registered in Oregon 
under an interstate agreement that provides that a portion of the owner’s fleet is to 
be registered in each state in which the fleet operates.
 (b) A trailer or semitrailer that has permanent registration.
 (4) The requirement to inspect a vehicle identification number or numbers of the 
vehicle under subsection (1) of this section does not apply to park model recreation 
vehicles, as defined in ORS 803.036. [1983 c.338 §200; 1985 c.16 §71; 1985 c.402 
§9; 1985 c.410 §2; 1987 c.146 §2; 1991 c.820 §15; 1993 c.174 §8; 1993 c.233 §39; 
2003 c.655 §107; 2007 c.693 §5; 2021 c.630 §32]

 803.212 Inspection of vehicle identification numbers; product identification 
numbers. (1) The Department of Transportation, or persons or agencies authorized 
to do so by the department, shall conduct a physical inspection of the vehicle 
identification number or numbers of each vehicle located in this state and required 
by ORS 803.210 to be inspected. The department may designate certified dealers 
to perform the inspection and may enter into agreements with the Oregon State 
Police or other law enforcement agencies of this state to perform inspections. The 
inspection shall determine whether the vehicle identification number or numbers 
match those on the records of the department, on the title or primary ownership 
record or contained in other information received by the department.
 (2) If a vehicle that is required by ORS 803.210 to be inspected is located in 
another jurisdiction, the department may designate a person or agency in such 
jurisdiction to perform the physical inspection and may waive the inspection fee.
 (3) Except as provided in subsection (4) of this section, the department shall 
check the vehicle identification number or numbers of all vehicles required by 
ORS 803.210 to be inspected against those listed as stolen at the National Crime 
Information Center. If the check indicates the vehicle is stolen, the department:
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 (a) Shall immediately notify the Oregon State Police or, if the department 
determines it would be appropriate to do so, notify another law enforcement 
agency; and
 (b) Shall not issue title within 30 days of giving the notice required by paragraph 
(a) of this subsection unless the department is notified before the end of the 30 
days that the vehicle is not stolen. After the passage of the 30-day period, the 
department may issue the title.
 (4) The department may refer a vehicle to the Oregon State Police or other 
appropriate law enforcement agency for a vehicle identification number or product 
identification number inspection if:
 (a) Inspection of the vehicle under this section reveals that the vehicle 
identification number or product identification number on the vehicle is different 
from the number provided to the department or appears to have been tampered 
with, altered or defaced; or
 (b) The vehicle is a reconstructed or assembled vehicle or has been reported 
destroyed or totaled under ORS 819.012, 819.014 or 819.030 or is any other 
salvaged vehicle from another jurisdiction. This subsection does not apply to a 
vehicle that has been reported totaled to the department because of theft and has 
subsequently been recovered.
 (5) If the department refers a vehicle to a law enforcement agency under 
subsection (4) of this section, the law enforcement agency shall inspect the vehicle. 
If the law enforcement agency determines that there is reason to believe that the 
identification number of the vehicle has been tampered with, altered or forged or 
that the vehicle is stolen, the law enforcement agency may seize the vehicle and 
may hold the vehicle until completing an investigation to establish the origin and 
ownership of the vehicle. The department shall reimburse the Department of State 
Police, and may reimburse any other law enforcement agency, for any inspections 
conducted under this subsection in an amount agreed upon by the department and 
the Department of State Police or other law enforcement agency. [1987 c.146 §4; 
1991 c.576 §1; 1991 c.820 §16; 1993 c.233 §40a; 1993 c.751 §23; 2007 c.693 §6]

 803.215 Fee for inspection. A fee of $7 shall be charged for an inspection of a 
vehicle required by ORS 803.210. [1983 c.338 §201; 1985 c.736 §1; 1987 c.146 §6; 
1987 c.790 §2; 2003 c.618 §47]

 803.217 Transfer of title and registration for vehicles abandoned by 
tenant; rules. The Department of Transportation shall adopt rules to provide 
for the transference of a certificate of title and registration for titled vehicles and 
recreational vehicles that are abandoned by a tenant as defined in ORS 90.100. 
[1997 c.577 §43; 2003 c.655 §108]
 803.219 Limitation on car rental fees. (1) As used in this section:
 (a) “Car rental company” means a person whose primary business is renting 
motor vehicles to consumers under rental agreements for periods of 90 days or 
less.
 (b) “Motor vehicle” has the meaning given that term in ORS 801.360.
 (2) A car rental company may not impose in a rental agreement a surcharge for 
the purpose of covering the costs of titling and registering a rental motor vehicle 
that is greater than the amount reasonably calculated to cover the costs incurred 
by the car rental company to title and register the rental motor vehicle. [2009 c.865 
§29]

 Note: 803.219 was enacted into law by the Legislative Assembly but was not 
added to or made a part of ORS chapter 803 or any series therein by legislative 
action. See Preface to Oregon Revised Statutes for further explanation.



VEHICLE TITLE AND REGISTRATION

OREGON VEHICLE CODE (2021 Edition)Page 61

(Offenses)

 803.220 Notification to department of name or address change; rules; 
requirements; procedure; exception; penalty. (1) A person commits the offense 
of unlawful failure to notify the Department of Transportation of a name or address 
change if the person:
 (a) Has any interest in a vehicle registered or titled by this state that is shown on 
the title;
 (b) Changes names, by marriage or otherwise, from that shown on the title or 
changes the person’s address from that shown on the registration; and
 (c) Does not comply with the requirements under this section.
 (2) To comply with the requirements of this section, a person must do all the 
following:
 (a) The person must notify the department of the change. Notice of a change of 
name or address must be given to the department within 30 days of the change, in 
a manner authorized by the department by rule.
 (b) If the person changes names, by marriage or otherwise, from that shown 
on the title and a certificate of title is being held by a security interest holder, the 
person must notify the security interest holder within 30 days after the change who, 
in turn, must notify the department in a timely manner.
 (c) Any time the name is changed from that on the title, any certificate of title 
that has been issued must be submitted to the department with the notice and the 
appropriate fee under ORS 803.090.
 (3) A person may obtain a new certificate of title reflecting a change of name or 
address by making application therefor and paying the appropriate fee under ORS 
803.090.
 (4) If title has been issued in a form other than a certificate, a person requesting 
a change in name shall provide authorization from the primary security interest 
holder, if any, to have the title changed. If the authorization is not received, the 
department shall continue to reflect the previous name on the title. Nothing in this 
subsection precludes the department from including the new name in records 
maintained in conjunction with title whether or not authorization is received.
 (5) Upon receipt of notice of a change and any authorization required under this 
section, the department shall note the change in its records. Upon receipt of the 
notice and the fee required under ORS 803.090, the department shall issue a new 
certificate of title indicating the change.
 (6) This section does not apply to a change of name or address of a security 
interest holder or lessor that is a financial institution, a financial holding company or 
a bank holding company, as those terms are defined in ORS 706.008, a licensee 
under ORS chapter 725, or any subsidiary or affiliate of any of the foregoing.
 (7) The offense described in this section, unlawful failure to notify the 
department of a name or address change, is a Class D traffic violation. [1983 c.338 
§202; 1985 c.16 §72; 1985 c.485 §1; 1989 c.452 §6; 1993 c.233 §46a; 1993 c.751 
§88; 1995 c.383 §36; 1997 c.631 §555; 2001 c.377 §54; 2003 c.129 §1]
 803.225 Failure to designate replica, reconstructed, assembled or specially 
constructed vehicle in title or registration application; penalty. (1) A person commits 
the offense of failure to designate a replica or a reconstructed, assembled or 
specially constructed vehicle if the person makes application for the titling or 
registration of a vehicle that is a replica or a reconstructed, assembled or specially 
constructed vehicle and that fact is not indicated in the application.
 (2) The offense described in this section, failure to designate a replica, 
reconstructed, assembled or specially constructed vehicle in application for title 
or registration, is a Class B misdemeanor. [1983 c.338 §203; 1985 c.393 §4; 1985 
c.402 §10; 1993 c.233 §47]
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 803.230 Forging, altering or unlawfully producing or using title or 
registration; penalty. (1) A person commits the offense of forging, altering or 
unlawfully producing or using vehicle titles or registration if the person does any of 
the following:
 (a) Alters or forges or causes to be altered or forged any certificate of title, 
certificate of registration or assignment thereof issued by the Department of 
Transportation.
 (b) Holds or uses certificate of title, certificate of registration or assignment 
thereof issued by the department knowing the certificate or assignment has been 
altered or forged.
 (c) Unless authorized by the department, prints or produces or causes to 
be printed or produced any certificate of title, certificate of registration or any 
assignment thereof required by the department.
 (d) Holds or uses any certificate of title, certificate of registration or assignment 
thereof required by the department knowing that it has been printed or produced 
without authority from the department.
 (2) The offense described in this section, forging, altering or unlawfully producing 
or using vehicle titles or registration, is a Class C felony. [1983 c.338 §204; 1985 
c.16 §73; 1991 c.407 §22; 1995 c.733 §83]

REGISTRATION
(Generally)

 803.300 Failure to register; penalty. (1) A person commits the offense of failure 
to register a vehicle if the person owns a vehicle in this state and the person does 
not register the vehicle in this state.
 (2) In addition to other persons subject to this section, this section applies to 
out-of-state corporations owning, operating or maintaining a place of business in 
this state with regard to vehicles that are used by the corporation doing business in 
this state.
 (3) Exemptions from this section are established under ORS 803.305.
 (4) The offense described in this section, failure to register a vehicle, is a Class 
D traffic violation. [1983 c.338 §205; 1985 c.16 §74; 1985 c.401 §4; 1995 c.383 §37]

 803.305 Exemptions from general registration requirements. This 
section establishes exemptions from the requirements under ORS 803.300. The 
exemptions under this section are in addition to any exemptions under ORS 
801.026. Vehicles exempted by this section from the requirements to be registered 
by this state are not prohibited from being registered by this state if registration 
is permitted under ORS 803.310. The following are exempt, either partially or 
completely as described, from the registration requirements under ORS 803.300:
 (1) Road rollers, farm tractors, trolleys and traction engines are exempt from 
registration.
 (2) Bicycles are exempt from registration.
 (3) A vehicle is exempt from registration if it has registration issued for the 
vehicle by the Armed Forces of the United States where the registration is issued 
in a foreign country to a vehicle owned by a member of the Armed Forces. The 
exemption granted by this subsection applies only for a period of 45 days from the 
time the vehicle is returned to the United States.
 (4) A vehicle is exempt from registration if it is not operated on the highways of 
this state.
 (5) A trailer is exempt from registration if it is equipped with pneumatic tires 
made of elastic material and is not operated in this state with a loaded weight of 
more than 1,800 pounds. A trailer for hire, travel trailer or camper is not exempt by 
this subsection.
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 (6) Vehicles owned and operated by the United States Government are exempt 
from registration.
 (7) Snowmobiles are subject to the requirements for registration provided under 
ORS 821.080 to 821.110.
 (8) Implements of husbandry, well drilling machinery, emergency fire apparatus 
providing public fire protection and wheelchairs are exempt from registration.
 (9) Road graders, farm tractors and farm trailers on highways are exempt from 
registration when the operation of the vehicle upon the highway is incidental to its 
use in an agricultural operation.
 (10) Except as provided in subsection (26) of this section, fixed load vehicles are 
exempt from registration while the vehicles are operated:
 (a) In the construction or reconstruction of state or county roads, highways or 
city streets; and
 (b) Within the immediate construction projects, as described in the governmental 
agency contract under which the work is being performed.
 (11) Motor vehicles designed to operate at a loaded weight over 8,000 pounds, 
trailers and equipment are exempt from registration while being used for the 
purposes of forest protection and fire suppression under ORS chapter 477 or a 
similar federal statute. The exemption under this subsection applies to the vehicles 
or equipment described while being moved to or from the work area. The exemption 
under this subsection only applies to vehicles or equipment owned, leased, 
contracted for or requisitioned by the State Forester or State Board of Forestry, a 
contractor of the State Forester or State Board of Forestry under ORS chapter 477 
or the United States Government.
 (12) Vehicles being used for the purposes of forest protection and fire 
suppression are exempt if the vehicles are necessary in order to comply with ORS 
477.615 or 477.650 or a similar federal statute. The exemption under this subsection 
also applies to the vehicles described being moved to or from the work area.
 (13) Golf cart exemptions from registration are as provided in ORS 820.210.
 (14) Vehicles currently registered and titled in any other country, state or territory 
are not required to be registered by this state. All of the following apply to this 
subsection:
 (a) This subsection only provides an exemption as long as the owner of the 
vehicle satisfactorily shows that the owner is not a resident of this state or has been 
a resident of this state for less than 30 days. For the purpose of this paragraph, a 
person is a resident of this state if the person meets the residency requirements 
described in ORS 803.200.
 (b) The exemption under this subsection applies to vehicles granted exemptions 
under ORS 802.500, 802.520 or 826.005 unless otherwise provided for under 
paragraph (c) of this subsection.
 (c) Except as otherwise provided in this paragraph, a vehicle operated over the 
highways of this state for compensation or profit must comply with the registration 
requirements under ORS 803.300 in the same manner as vehicles owned by 
persons in this state. The following vehicles are not subject to this paragraph:
 (A) Vehicles operated under reciprocal registration exemptions established 
under ORS 802.500 or 826.005.
 (B) Vehicles operated under an exemption established under ORS 802.520.
 (C) Vehicles that are proportionally registered under an agreement established 
under ORS 826.007 and according to the procedures established under ORS 
826.009 and 826.011.
 (D) Any vehicle if duly registered and titled under the laws of the state or country 
of which the owner is a bona fide resident to the extent that in the foreign country, 
state, territory or federal district where the owner resides like exemptions and 
privileges are granted vehicles duly registered and titled under the laws of this state 
and owned by residents of this state.
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 (d) If no exemption from registration requirements is in effect under ORS 
802.500, 802.520, 826.005 or 826.007 with respect to another jurisdiction, any 
vehicle properly registered and titled in such other jurisdiction and for which 
evidence of compliance is supplied shall receive, when operated in this state, the 
same exemptions, benefits and privileges granted by such other jurisdictions to 
vehicles properly registered and titled in this state. Reciprocity extended under this 
paragraph shall apply to commercial vehicles only when engaged exclusively in 
interstate commerce.
 (e) Any vehicle operated under dealer registration plates issued by another 
state, country, province, territory or the District of Columbia is subject to this 
subsection.
 (15) Vehicles operated or used by vehicle dealers may be operated or used 
without registration as provided under ORS 822.040.
 (16) Vehicles towed by towing businesses may be towed without registration as 
provided under ORS 822.210.
 (17) Vehicles without registration may be transported by vehicle transporters as 
provided under ORS 822.310.
 (18) Vehicles that are not registered may be operated under trip permits 
described under ORS 803.600 or under permits described under ORS 803.610 to 
803.625.
 (19) If trailers that are part of a fleet of trailers for hire are properly registered in 
this state under an agreement entered into pursuant to ORS 802.500, all trailers 
that are identified as being a part of the same fleet and that are currently registered 
in any state, territory, province, country or the District of Columbia shall be 
permitted to operate in this state in both interstate and intrastate commerce without 
being registered by this state.
 (20) Vehicles that are registered by the United States Department of State 
and that are owned or operated by foreign nationals with diplomatic immunity are 
exempt from registration.
 (21) Tow dollies and converter dollies are exempt from registration.
 (22) Class I, Class III and Class IV all-terrain vehicles are exempt from 
registration.
 (23) Motor assisted scooters are exempt from registration.
 (24) Electric personal assistive mobility devices are exempt from registration.
 (25) A racing activity vehicle that is being operated for the purposes of a test 
drive within a 30-mile radius of the location where the vehicle is manufactured is 
exempt from registration.
 (26) Road machinery that is operated at the direction of a road authority is 
exempt from registration. The exemption under this subsection also applies when 
the operation of road machinery upon a highway or an alley is incidental to its use 
in a highway maintenance operation. [1983 c.338 §206; 1985 c.16 §75; 1985 c.333 
§7; 1985 c.401 §5; 1985 c.459 §4; 1985 c.668 §7; 1987 c.25 §2; 1989 c.43 §20; 
1989 c.991 §25; 1991 c.284 §15; 1991 c.459 §438g; 1993 c.174 §3; 1993 c.303 
§2; 1995 c.774 §11; 1999 c.977 §19; 2001 c.749 §20; 2001 c.827 §2; 2003 c.71 §1; 
2003 c.341 §4; 2003 c.655 §109; 2007 c.70 §325; 2007 c.693 §3e; 2007 c.845 §2; 
2009 c.91 §4; 2011 c.360 §14]

 803.310 Optional registration; rules. (1) The Department of Transportation, 
by rule, may provide for optional registration of vehicles that are exempt from 
vehicle registration requirements by ORS 803.305. The rules adopted for purposes 
of this subsection may provide for the registration of categories of vehicles, types 
of vehicles or otherwise. Upon request of an owner, the department may issue 
registration for a vehicle that meets the requirements of rules adopted under this 
section.
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 (2) A vehicle that is registered under this section is subject to the same 
provisions, conditions, fees and other requirements for registration as are other 
vehicles under the vehicle code. [1985 c.333 §6]

 803.315 Failure to pay registration fee; penalty. (1) A person commits the 
offense of failure to pay the appropriate registration fee if the person operates any 
vehicle or transports any camper that is registered in this state unless the proper 
fee, as established under ORS 803.420, has been paid for registration of the 
vehicle.
 (2) The offense described in this section, failure to pay appropriate registration 
fee, is a Class D traffic violation. [1983 c.338 §207; 1985 c.16 §76; 1995 c.383 §38; 
2003 c.655 §110]

 803.320 Permitting unlawful operation of unregistered vehicle; penalty. (1) 
A person commits the offense of permitting unlawful operation of an unregistered 
vehicle if the person authorizes or knowingly permits a motor vehicle that is owned 
by the person or under the person’s control and that is not registered as required 
under the vehicle code or ORS chapter 826 to be driven by any person.
 (2) The offense described in this section, permitting unlawful operation of 
unregistered vehicle, is a Class D traffic violation. [1983 c.338 §208; 1991 c.407 
§23; 1995 c.383 §5]

 803.325 Purchase and use of out-of-state registered vehicle; requirements; 
penalty. (1) A person commits the offense of purchase and use of an out-of-state 
registered vehicle by a resident if the person is a resident of this state and the 
person purchases a vehicle registered outside of this state without doing all of the 
following:
 (a) Upon purchase, the person shall remove the registration plates and shall 
cause the vehicle to be registered as provided under the vehicle code or under 
ORS chapter 826, as appropriate, for vehicles owned by residents of this state.
 (b) The person shall not use, within this state, the vehicle except when the 
person has paid fees and has complied with the vehicle code or with ORS chapter 
826, as appropriate.
 (2) The offense described in this section, purchase and use of out-of-state 
registered vehicle by resident, is a Class D traffic violation. [1983 c.338 §209; 1985 
c.16 §77; 1991 c.407 §24; 1995 c.383 §39]

(Qualifications)

 803.350 Qualifications for registration; fee; rules. This section establishes 
the requirements for qualification for registration. The Department of Transportation 
may not issue registration to a vehicle if the requirements under this section are 
not met. The department, in the absence of just cause for refusing to register a 
vehicle upon application, shall assign a distinctive number or other distinctive 
means of identification and shall issue registration for a vehicle if all of the following 
requirements are met:
 (1) The applicant applies for and is granted title in the applicant’s name at the 
same time the person makes application for registration, or presents satisfactory 
evidence that title covering the vehicle has been previously issued to the applicant.
 (2) The applicant completes an application described under ORS 803.370. If 
the vehicle is a reconstructed or assembled vehicle or a replica, the person must 
indicate that fact in the application or be subject to ORS 803.225.
 (3) The applicant pays the department the registration fee established under 
ORS 803.420 and 803.422 and any applicable fees for issuance of registration 
plates.
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 (4) For motor vehicles, proof of compliance with pollution control equipment 
requirements is provided to the department. Proof required to comply with this 
subsection is described under ORS 815.310. This subsection does not apply if 
the vehicle is exempt from the requirements for proof of compliance under ORS 
815.300.
 (5) The applicant is domiciled in this state, as described in ORS 803.355, if 
required by ORS 803.360 to be domiciled in the state in order to register a vehicle. 
If the department has reason to believe that the applicant is not domiciled in this 
state and is required to be in order to register a vehicle, the department may require 
the person to submit proof of domicile. The department shall determine by rule what 
constitutes proof of domicile.
 (6) The applicant owns a vehicle that qualifies under ORS 803.360 (2) for 
registration in this state, if the owner is not domiciled in this state and is not required 
by ORS 803.200, or any other provision of law, to register the vehicle in this state.
 (7) The applicant surrenders all evidence of any former registration or title as 
required by ORS 803.380.
 (8)(a) Beginning with 2009 model year new motor vehicles, the applicant 
provides proof of compliance with low emission motor vehicle standards adopted 
pursuant to ORS 468A.360. The department shall determine by rule what 
constitutes proof of compliance with low emission motor vehicle standards.
 (b) The department shall determine by rule which new motor vehicles are 
exempt from the requirements of this subsection. Any rules adopted pursuant to 
this paragraph shall be consistent with the Environmental Quality Commission 
standards adopted pursuant to ORS 468A.360.
 (c) For purposes of this subsection, “new motor vehicle” means a motor vehicle 
with 7,500 miles or less on the odometer when the vehicle is initially registered 
under ORS 803.420 (6)(a), 805.100, 805.110 or 805.120.
 (9) If required to do so by the department, the applicant provides the department 
with satisfactory proof that the vehicle was designed to be operated on highways 
and meets equipment requirements imposed by statute or rule for the lawful 
operation of a vehicle on highways. The department may adopt rules specifying 
the kinds of vehicles that are subject to this subsection and what constitutes 
satisfactory proof under this subsection. [1983 c.338 §210; 1985 c.16 §78; 1985 
c.305 §9; 1985 c.402 §11; 1987 c.146 §7; 1989 c.22 §1; 1993 c.233 §48; 2001 c.293 
§3; 2007 c.366 §1; 2017 c.62 §4; 2017 c.750 §39d; 2018 c.114 §11]

 803.355 “Domicile” described. For purposes of ORS 803.350 to 803.370 and 
807.045, a person is domiciled in this state if the person’s place of abode is in the 
state and the person intends to remain in the state or, if absent, to return to it. [1985 
c.305 §7; 1989 c.636 §15]

 803.360 Domicile requirements for registration; exceptions. (1) A person 
may not register or renew the registration of a vehicle in this state unless the person 
is domiciled in this state, as described in ORS 803.355. This section does not 
apply to persons required by ORS 803.200 or any other provision of law, to register 
vehicles in this state.
 (2) Notwithstanding subsection (1) of this section, a person who is not domiciled 
in this state may register or renew the registration of a vehicle that:
 (a) Is usually left within the state when the registered owner is absent from the 
state;
 (b) Is used primarily for personal transportation within the state;
 (c) Is a private passenger vehicle or a vehicle with a loaded weight of no more 
than 10,000 pounds; and
 (d) Is not a motor home or a camper. [1985 c.305 §8; 2005 c.770 §3; 2019 c.312 
§31]
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(Application)

 803.370 Contents of application; rules. This section establishes requirements 
for an application for vehicle registration in this state. If an applicant fails to comply 
with requirements under this section, the Department of Transportation may refuse 
to register or reregister a vehicle until the applicant complies with the requirements. 
An application shall contain all of the following:
 (1) The true name and, except as provided for corrections officers in ORS 
802.253, eligible employees in ORS 802.250 or Address Confidentiality Program 
participants in ORS 192.846, the actual residence or business address of the 
owner. The department may provide by rule for acceptance of something other than 
an actual residence or business address if the department determines that the 
applicant does not have an actual address.
 (2) A description of the vehicle, including the name of the make and the vehicle 
identification number.
 (3) An odometer disclosure in a form determined by the department by rule 
pursuant to ORS 803.120, if a disclosure is otherwise required.
 (4) Any other information required by the department.
 (5) If the application is for registration or reregistration of a vehicle that is subject 
to the federal heavy vehicle use tax, proof that the federal use tax has been paid. 
The department shall adopt rules to determine proof that will be acceptable for 
purposes of this subsection.
 (6) A statement:
 (a) That the applicant is domiciled in this state as described in ORS 803.355 if 
the applicant is required by ORS 803.360 to be domiciled in this state in order to 
register a vehicle in the state; and
 (b) That so long as the vehicle remains registered to the applicant in this state, 
the applicant will remain domiciled in this state if required to do so in order to 
register the vehicle.
 (7) A statement:
 (a) That the vehicle qualifies under ORS 803.360 (2) for registration in this state, 
if the owner is not domiciled in this state and is not required by ORS 803.200, or 
any other provision of law, to register the vehicle in this state; and
 (b) That so long as the vehicle remains registered to the applicant under 
the provisions of ORS 803.360 (2), the owner and the vehicle will meet the 
qualifications of this subsection.
 (8) A statement upon initial registration that the applicant is in compliance with 
financial responsibility requirements for the vehicle and will remain in compliance 
until the vehicle is transferred. Exemptions from this subsection are established in 
ORS 806.020.
 (9) If the application is for registration or renewal of registration of a motor 
vehicle by a motor carrier, the information on drug and alcohol testing programs 
required by ORS 825.410.
 (10) An option to include information on the registration card that the registered 
owner, or a person who may operate the vehicle, is deaf or hard of hearing. [1983 
c.338 §211; 1985 c.16 §79; 1985 c.251 §18; 1985 c.305 §10; 1985 c.563 §4; 1989 
c.695 §3; 1991 c.67 §215; 1991 c.523 §4; 1991 c.873 §15; 1993 c.751 §89; 1999 
c.1099 §4; 2005 c.292 §5; 2007 c.542 §18; 2021 c.14 §1]

 803.375 False application prohibited; penalty. (1) A person commits the 
offense of false application for vehicle registration if the person does any of the 
following:
 (a) Knowingly makes any false statement or representation with respect to any 
facts required to be set forth in any application for registration.
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 (b) Uses a name other than the person’s true name in any application for 
registration.
 (2) The penalty for submitting a false odometer reading in an application for 
registration is as provided in ORS 815.430.
 (3) The offense described in this section, false application for vehicle 
registration, is a Class A misdemeanor. [1983 c.338 §212; 1985 c.16 §80; 1985 
c.251 §19]

 803.380 Failure to surrender out-of-state registration; penalty. (1) A person 
commits the offense of failure to surrender out-of-state registration, if the person 
registers a vehicle in this state that has been registered in another jurisdiction and 
the person does not surrender to the Department of Transportation all number 
plates, seals, certificates of registration or other evidences of the former registration 
in possession or control of the applicant.
 (2) The offense described in this section, failure to surrender out-of-state 
registration, is a Class D traffic violation. [1983 c.338 §213; 1985 c.16 §81; 1991 
c.407 §25; 1995 c.733 §84]

 803.385 False swearing relating to registration; penalty. (1) A person 
commits the offense of false swearing relating to registration of vehicles if the 
person knowingly makes any false affidavit or knowingly swears or affirms falsely to 
any matter or thing relating to the registering of vehicles under the vehicle code or 
under ORS chapter 826.
 (2) The penalty for submitting a false odometer reading in an application for 
registration is as provided under ORS 815.430.
 (3) The offense described in this section, false swearing relating to registration of 
vehicles, is a Class A misdemeanor. [1983 c.338 §214; 1985 c.251 §20; 1985 c.393 
§5; 1991 c.407 §26; 1993 c.751 §90]

(Periods and Fees)

 803.400 Duration of registration periods. This section establishes and 
distinguishes registration periods. Each registration period determines the period of 
validity for vehicle registration. Registration under the following registration periods 
is valid during the described registration period:
 (1)(a) Annual registration is valid for a one-year period. Except as provided in 
this subsection, the period starts on the first day of a calendar month and runs 
through the last day of the same calendar month one year later. Once a vehicle is 
registered under annual registration, the registration period of the vehicle begins 
and ends with that same calendar month each time the vehicle is reregistered or 
registration for the vehicle is renewed.
 (b) Annual registration issued under ORS 803.415 (11) starts on the day a 
vehicle is registered and runs through the same day one year later. Once a vehicle 
is registered annually under ORS 803.415 (11), the registration period of the 
vehicle begins and ends with that same day each time the vehicle is reregistered or 
registration for the vehicle is renewed. Vehicles initially registered on February 29 
will expire on the last day of February at the end of the registration period.
 (2) Biennial registration is valid for a two-year period. The period starts on the 
day a vehicle is registered and runs through the same day two years later. Once 
a vehicle is registered under biennial registration, the registration period of the 
vehicle begins and ends with that same day each time the vehicle is reregistered or 
registration for the vehicle is renewed. Vehicles initially registered on February 29 
will expire on the last day of February two years later.
 (3) Calendar-year registration starts on January 1 of a year and runs through 
December 31 of the same year.
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 (4) Ownership registration starts on the day the vehicle is registered and is valid 
until the ownership of the vehicle changes.
 (5) Permanent registration starts on the day the vehicle is registered and is valid 
for the life of the vehicle.
 (6) Quarterly registration starts on the first day of any calendar quarter and 
runs through the last day of the last calendar quarter in the registration period. 
The number of calendar quarters in a quarterly registration is elected by the 
vehicle owner at the time of registration. A person may not establish quarterly 
registration periods for more than four quarters. If a vehicle is registered for a 
quarterly registration period of less than four calendar quarters, the Department of 
Transportation shall collect, when issuing or renewing registration of the vehicle, the 
additional fee for quarterly registration established under ORS 803.420.
 (7) Four-year registration starts on the day a vehicle is registered and runs 
through the same day four years later. [1983 c.338 §222; 1989 c.76 §1; 1993 c.174 
§4; 2001 c.124 §2; 2005 c.280 §1]

 803.405 Effect of initial registration month. (1) The month in which any 
vehicle is initially registered under annual registration is the month established 
as the beginning and ending of registration periods for the vehicle unless the 
Department of Transportation adjusts the registration month of the vehicle upon 
initial registration under ORS 803.410.
 (2) The day on which any vehicle is initially registered under biennial registration 
or when required under ORS 820.520 is the day established as the beginning and 
ending of registration periods for the vehicle unless the department adjusts the 
registration period of the vehicle upon initial registration under ORS 803.410. [1983 
c.338 §223; 1989 c.76 §2]

 803.410 Department authorized to adjust periods and fees; rules. The 
Department of Transportation is empowered to administer ORS 803.400 and 
803.405, relating to the registration periods of vehicles and to adopt and enforce 
rules, including rules for the adjustment or proration of fees and registration 
periods, necessary to accomplish the enforcement of those sections. The authority 
granted the department under this section is subject to the following:
 (1) The department may initially register a vehicle that is subject to biennial 
registration for less than a 24-month period or for more than a 24-month period, 
not exceeding a maximum of a 30-month period, and prorate the fee on a monthly 
basis, when in its opinion such fractional registration tends to fulfill the purpose of 
the biennial registration system.
 (2) The department may initially adjust the registration periods of trailers for hire 
registered as part of a fleet.
 (3) The authority granted under this section includes authority to adjust the initial 
registration period of travel trailers and special use trailers that are required to be 
registered after being removed from assessment under the ad valorem tax laws by 
ORS 820.520.
 (4) The department, by rule, may adjust registration fees or registration periods 
for a vehicle, as is administratively convenient for the department, if:
 (a) The vehicle is changed from one type of registration to another type; or
 (b) Any other change relating to the registration of the vehicle is made where it 
would be administratively convenient for the department to make such adjustments. 
[1983 c.338 §224; 1985 c.16 §83; 1985 c.253 §3; 1987 c.750 §6; 1989 c.43 §21; 
1993 c.174 §5]

 803.415 Registration periods for vehicles. This section establishes 
registration periods for vehicles. The registration periods are periods described 
under ORS 803.400. Except as provided in the following, the registration period for 
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any vehicle registered in this state by the Department of Transportation is a biennial 
registration period:
 (1) The following vehicles have permanent registration:
 (a) Antique vehicles registered under ORS 805.010.
 (b) Vehicles of special interest registered under ORS 805.020.
 (c) Trailers that will be operated on the highways at a loaded weight of more 
than 8,000 pounds and are not travel trailers, fixed load vehicles or special use 
trailers.
 (2) Government-owned vehicles registered under ORS 805.040 have ownership 
registration.
 (3) The following vehicles may be registered under annual or quarterly 
registration unless the vehicles are registered under proportional registration under 
ORS 826.009 or proportional fleet registration under ORS 826.011:
 (a) Vehicles required to establish a registration weight under ORS 803.430.
 (b) Commercial buses.
 (c) Vehicles registered as farm vehicles under ORS 805.300.
 (4) Snowmobiles are registered as provided in ORS 821.080.
 (5) Vehicles operated by dealers who hold certificates under ORS 822.020 are 
as provided under ORS 822.040.
 (6) Trailers for hire that will be operated at a loaded weight of 8,000 pounds or 
less may be registered as follows:
 (a) Annual registration; or
 (b) If registered under an agreement pursuant to ORS 802.500, for a period of 
time determined as specified in the agreement or as determined by the department.
 (7) Except as otherwise provided in subsection (10) of this section, the 
registration period for electric vehicles and hybrid vehicles that use electricity 
and another source of motive power is a biennial registration period except that 
the registration period for the following electric or hybrid vehicles is an annual 
registration period:
 (a) Commercial buses.
 (b) Electric or hybrid vehicles registered as farm vehicles under ORS 805.300.
 (c) Vehicles required to establish registration weight under ORS 803.430.
 (8) Vehicles registered under ORS 805.100 have an ownership registration 
period.
 (9) School vehicles registered under ORS 805.050 have ownership registration 
except that the registration shall continue to be valid if ownership of the vehicle is 
transferred to a person who continues to use the vehicle for purposes authorized by 
ORS 805.050.
 (10) The following vehicles have a four-year registration period:
 (a) New vehicles registered under ORS 803.420 (6)(a) for which new registration 
plates will be issued;
 (b) New mopeds or motorcycles registered under ORS 803.420 (6)(c) for which 
new registration plates will be issued; and
 (c) New trailers registered under ORS 803.420 (6)(b), for which new registration 
plates will be issued.
 (11) A rental or leasing company, as defined in ORS 221.275, may elect an 
annual, a biennial or a four-year registration period for the initial registration of 
a new vehicle registered under ORS 803.420 (6)(a) for which new registration 
plates will be issued if the company owns the vehicle that is being registered. The 
subsequent renewal or reregistration periods for the vehicle are biennial.
 (12) Vehicles registered under ORS 805.110 have ownership registration 
except that the registration shall continue to be valid if ownership of the vehicle 
is transferred to a spouse who is authorized to retain the former prisoner of war 
registration plates under ORS 805.110. [1983 c.338 §225; 1985 c.16 §84; 1985 
c.177 §1; 1985 c.189 §1; 1985 c.547 §12; 1987 c.158 §162; 1987 c.217 §2; 1989 
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c.43 §22; 1989 c.723 §7; 1989 c.991 §26; 1991 c.284 §16; 1991 c.407 §27; 1993 
c.174 §6; 1995 c.774 §12; 1999 c.977 §20; 2001 c.124 §1; 2001 c.293 §9; 2003 
c.655 §111; 2005 c.280 §2; 2017 c.62 §5; 2017 c.750 §39e]

 803.417 Registration period for Oregon National Guard member or military 
reservist. (1) Notwithstanding ORS 803.400 and 803.415, the registration of a 
vehicle registered in the name of a person who is a member of the Oregon National 
Guard or a military reservist ordered on active duty and deployed to a location 
outside the United States that expires while the person is on active duty shall 
remain valid for 90 days following the termination of active duty.
 (2) The court shall dismiss the charge of failure to renew vehicle registration 
under ORS 803.455 if, when charged, a member of the Oregon National Guard or 
a military reservist had a valid registration for the vehicle pursuant to subsection (1) 
of this section. [2005 c.257 §3]

 Note: 803.417 was added to and made a part of the Oregon Vehicle Code by 
legislative action but was not added to ORS chapter 803 or any series therein. See 
Preface to Oregon Revised Statutes for further explanation.

 803.420 Registration fees. (1) The vehicle registration fees imposed under 
this section shall be based on the classifications determined by the Department 
of Transportation by rule. The department may classify a vehicle to ensure that 
registration fees for the vehicle are the same as for other vehicles the department 
determines to be comparable.
 (2) Except as otherwise provided in this section, or unless the vehicle is 
registered quarterly, the fees described in this section are for an entire registration 
period for the vehicle as described under ORS 803.415. For a vehicle registered for 
a quarterly registration period under ORS 803.415, the department shall apportion 
any fee under this section to reflect the number of quarters registered.
 (3) Vehicle registration fees are due when a vehicle is registered and when the 
registered owner renews the registration.
 (4) In addition to the registration fees listed in this section, a county or a district 
may impose an additional registration fee as provided under ORS 801.041 and 
801.042.
 (5) A rental or leasing company, as defined in ORS 221.275, that elects to 
initially register a vehicle for an annual or biennial registration period shall pay a fee 
of $2 in addition to the vehicle registration fee provided under this section.
 (6) The registration fees for each year of the registration period for vehicles 
subject to biennial registration are as follows:
 (a) Passenger vehicles not otherwise provided for in this section or ORS 
821.320, $43.
 (b) Utility trailers or light trailers, as those terms are defined by rule by the 
department, $63.
 (c) Mopeds and motorcycles, $44.
 (d) Low-speed vehicles, $63.
 (e) Medium-speed electric vehicles, $63.
 (7) The registration fees for vehicles that are subject to biennial registration and 
that are listed in this subsection are as follows:
 (a) State-owned vehicles registered under ORS 805.045 and undercover 
vehicles registered under ORS 805.060, $10 upon registration or renewal.
 (b) Fixed load vehicles:
 (A) If a declaration of weight described under ORS 803.435 is submitted 
establishing the weight of the vehicle at 3,000 pounds or less, $61.
 (B) If no declaration of weight is submitted or if the weight of the vehicles is in 
excess of 3,000 pounds, $82.



VEHICLE TITLE AND REGISTRATION

OREGON VEHICLE CODE (2021 Edition)Page 72

 (c) Travel trailers, special use trailers, campers and motor homes, based on 
length as determined under ORS 803.425:
 (A) Trailers or campers that are 6 to 10 feet in length, $81.
 (B) Trailers or campers over 10 feet in length, $81 plus $6.75 a foot for each foot 
of length over the first 10 feet.
 (C) Motor homes that are 6 to 14 feet in length, $86.
 (D) Motor homes over 14 feet in length, $126 plus $7.50 a foot for each foot of 
length over the first 10 feet.
 (8) The registration fee for trailers for hire that are equipped with pneumatic 
tires made of an elastic material and that are not travel trailers or trailers registered 
under permanent registration is $30.
 (9) The registration fees for vehicles subject to ownership registration are as 
follows:
 (a) Government-owned vehicles registered under ORS 805.040, $5.
 (b) Vehicles registered with special registration for disabled veterans under ORS 
805.100 or for former prisoners of war under ORS 805.110, $15.
 (c) School vehicles registered under ORS 805.050, $5.
 (10) The registration fees for vehicles subject to permanent registration are as 
follows:
 (a) Antique vehicles registered under ORS 805.010, $100.
 (b) Vehicles of special interest registered under ORS 805.020, $100.
 (c) Racing activity vehicles registered under ORS 805.035, $100.
 (d) Trailers, $10.
 (e) State-owned vehicles registered under ORS 805.045 and undercover 
vehicles registered under ORS 805.060, $10.
 (11) The registration fee for trailers registered as part of a fleet under an 
agreement reached pursuant to ORS 802.500 is the same fee as the fee for 
vehicles of the same type registered under other provisions of the Oregon Vehicle 
Code.
 (12) The registration fee for vehicles with proportional registration under ORS 
826.009, or proportional fleet registration under ORS 826.011, is the same fee as 
the fee for vehicles of the same type under this section except that the fees shall be 
fixed on an apportioned basis as provided under the agreement established under 
ORS 826.007.
 (13) In addition to any other registration fees charged for registration of vehicles 
in fleets under ORS 805.120, the department may charge the following fees:
 (a) Service charge for each vehicle entered into a fleet, $3.
 (b) Service charge for each vehicle in the fleet at the time of renewal, $2.
 (14)(a) The registration fee for motor vehicles required to establish a registration 
weight under ORS 803.430 or 826.013, tow vehicles used to transport property for 
hire other than as described in ORS 822.210 and commercial buses is as provided 
in the following chart, based upon the weight submitted in the declaration of weight 
prepared under ORS 803.435 or 826.015:

____________________________________
Weight in Pounds Fee

8,000 or less $   74
8,001 to 10,000 464

10,001 to 12,000 528
12,001 to 14,000 591
14,001 to 16,000 655
16,001 to 18,000 718
18,001 to 20,000 801
20,001 to 22,000 864
22,001 to 24,000 949
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24,001 to 26,000 1,031
26,001 to 28,000 375
28,001 to 30,000 391
30,001 to 32,000 422
32,001 to 34,000 438
34,001 to 36,000 468
36,001 to 38,000 485
38,001 to 40,000 515
40,001 to 42,000 532
42,001 to 44,000 562
44,001 to 46,000 578
46,001 to 48,000 593
48,001 to 50,000 625
50,001 to 52,000 656
52,001 to 54,000 672
54,001 to 56,000 686
56,001 to 58,000 717
58,001 to 60,000 750
60,001 to 62,000 780
62,001 to 64,000 811
64,001 to 66,000 827
66,001 to 68,000 857
68,001 to 70,000 874
70,001 to 72,000 904
72,001 to 74,000 921
74,001 to 76,000 951
76,001 to 78,000 967
78,001 to 80,000 998
80,001 to 82,000 1,014
82,001 to 84,000 1,045
84,001 to 86,000 1,061
86,001 to 88,000 1,092
88,001 to 90,000 1,108
90,001 to 92,000 1,139
92,001 to 94,000 1,155
94,001 to 96,000 1,185
96,001 to 98,000 1,202
98,001 to 100,000 1,218

100,001 to 102,000 1,249
102,001 to 104,000 1,265
104,001 to 105,500 1,295

____________________________________
 (b)(A) The registration fee for motor vehicles with a registration weight of more 
than 8,000 pounds that are described in ORS 825.015, that are operated by a 
charitable organization as defined in ORS 825.017 (13), is as provided in the 
following chart:

____________________________________
Weight in Pounds Fee

8,001 to 10,000 $ 71
10,001 to 12,000 85
12,001 to 14,000 92
14,001 to 16,000 107
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16,001 to 18,000 114
18,001 to 20,000 128
20,001 to 22,000 135
22,001 to 24,000 149
24,001 to 26,000 156
26,001 to 28,000 170
28,001 to 30,000 178
30,001 to 32,000 192
32,001 to 34,000 199
34,001 to 36,000 213
36,001 to 38,000 220
38,001 to 40,000 234
40,001 to 42,000 241
42,001 to 44,000 256
44,001 to 46,000 263
46,001 to 48,000 270
48,001 to 50,000 284
50,001 to 52,000 298
52,001 to 54,000 305
54,001 to 56,000 312
56,001 to 58,000 327
58,001 to 60,000 341
60,001 to 62,000 355
62,001 to 64,000 369
64,001 to 66,000 376
66,001 to 68,000 391
68,001 to 70,000 398
70,001 to 72,000 412
72,001 to 74,000 419
74,001 to 76,000 433
76,001 to 78,000 440
78,001 to 80,000 454
80,001 to 82,000 462
82,001 to 84,000 476
84,001 to 86,000 483
86,001 to 88,000 497
88,001 to 90,000 504
90,001 to 92,000 518
92,001 to 94,000 525
94,001 to 96,000 540
96,001 to 98,000 547
98,001 to 100,000 554

100,001 to 102,000 568
102,001 to 104,000 575
104,001 to 105,500 589

____________________________________
 (B) The registration fee for motor vehicles that are certified under ORS 822.205, 
unless the motor vehicles are registered under paragraph (a) of this subsection, or 
that are used exclusively to transport manufactured structures, is as provided in the 
following chart:

____________________________________
Weight in Pounds Fee
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8,000 or less $ 63
8,001 to 10,000 145

10,001 to 12,000 173
12,001 to 14,000 187
14,001 to 16,000 217
16,001 to 18,000 231
18,001 to 20,000 260
20,001 to 22,000 274
22,001 to 24,000 304
24,001 to 26,000 318
26,001 to 28,000 346
28,001 to 30,000 362
30,001 to 32,000 391
32,001 to 34,000 405
34,001 to 36,000 435
36,001 to 38,000 449
38,001 to 40,000 477
40,001 to 42,000 491
42,001 to 44,000 521
44,001 to 46,000 535
46,001 to 48,000 550
48,001 to 50,000 578
50,001 to 52,000 608
52,001 to 54,000 622
54,001 to 56,000 636
56,001 to 58,000 665
58,001 to 60,000 694
60,001 to 62,000 723
62,001 to 64,000 753
64,001 to 66,000 767
66,001 to 68,000 795
68,001 to 70,000 809
70,001 to 72,000 839
72,001 to 74,000 853
74,001 to 76,000 882
76,001 to 78,000 896
78,001 to 80,000 926
80,001 to 82,000 940
82,001 to 84,000 968
84,001 to 86,000 983
86,001 to 88,000 1,012
88,001 to 90,000 1,027
90,001 to 92,000 1,055
92,001 to 94,000 1,071
94,001 to 96,000 1,099
96,001 to 98,000 1,113
98,001 to 100,000 1,127

100,001 to 102,000 1,157
102,001 to 104,000 1,172
104,001 to 105,500 1,200

____________________________________
 (C) The owner of a vehicle described in subparagraph (A) or (B) of this 
paragraph must certify at the time of initial registration, in a manner determined 
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by the department by rule, that the motor vehicle will be used exclusively to 
transport manufactured structures or exclusively as described in ORS 822.210, 
unless the motor vehicle is registered under paragraph (a) of this subsection, or as 
described in ORS 825.015 or 825.017 (13). Registration of a vehicle described in 
subparagraph (A) or (B) of this paragraph is invalid if the vehicle is operated in any 
manner other than that described in the certification under this subparagraph.
 (c) Subject to paragraph (d) of this subsection, the registration fee for motor 
vehicles registered as farm vehicles under ORS 805.300 is as provided in the 
following chart, based upon the registration weight given in the declaration of 
weight submitted under ORS 803.435:

____________________________________ 
Weight in Pounds Fee

8,000 or less $ 50
8,001 to 10,000 65

10,001 to 12,000 75
12,001 to 14,000 97
14,001 to 16,000 108
16,001 to 18,000 129
18,001 to 20,000 141
20,001 to 22,000 162
22,001 to 24,000 172
24,001 to 26,000 195
26,001 to 28,000 204
28,001 to 30,000 226
30,001 to 32,000 237
32,001 to 34,000 258
34,001 to 36,000 270
36,001 to 38,000 291
38,001 to 40,000 302
40,001 to 42,000 324
42,001 to 44,000 334
44,001 to 46,000 356
46,001 to 48,000 366
48,001 to 50,000 388
50,001 to 52,000 399
52,001 to 54,000 409
54,001 to 56,000 432
56,001 to 58,000 453
58,001 to 60,000 463
60,001 to 62,000 474
62,001 to 64,000 496
64,001 to 66,000 517
66,001 to 68,000 528
68,001 to 70,000 540
70,001 to 72,000 561
72,001 to 74,000 571
74,001 to 76,000 594
76,001 to 78,000 604
78,001 to 80,000 625
80,001 to 82,000 636
82,001 to 84,000 657
84,001 to 86,000 669
86,001 to 88,000 690
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88,001 to 90,000 700
90,001 to 92,000 723
92,001 to 94,000 733
94,001 to 96,000 754
96,001 to 98,000 765
98,001 to 100,000 787

100,001 to 102,000 798
102,001 to 104,000 819
104,001 to 105,500 831

____________________________________
 (d) For any vehicle that is registered under a quarterly registration period, the 
registration fee is a minimum of $15 for each quarter registered plus an additional 
fee of $2.
 (15) The registration and renewal fees for vehicles specified in this subsection 
that are required to establish a registration weight under ORS 803.430 or 826.013 
are as follows:
 (a) State-owned vehicles registered under ORS 805.045, $10.
 (b) Undercover vehicles registered under ORS 805.060, $10. [1983 c.338 
§226; 1985 c.16 §85; 1985 c.177 §2; 1985 c.189 §2; 1985 c.245 §2; 1985 c.253 
§4; 1985 c.401 §6; 1985 c.547 §13; 1987 c.6 §2; 1987 c.25 §3; 1987 c.440 §3; 
1987 c.750 §7; 1989 c.43 §23; 1989 c.723 §§8,8a; 1989 c.864 §7; 1989 c.865 
§§7,7a,7b,7c,7d,7e,7f; 1989 c.992 §§11,11a,11b,11c; 1991 c.284 §17; 1991 c.497 
§13; 1991 c.880 §10; 1993 c.174 §7; 1993 c.662 §3; 1993 c.751 §23a; 1995 c.447 
§3; 2001 c.124 §3; 2001 c.293 §6; 2003 c.589 §7; 2003 c.618 §2; 2003 c.655 §112; 
2005 c.280 §3; 2007 c.664 §1; 2007 c.693 §3d; 2009 c.865 §§43,43a; 2011 c.287 
§3; 2015 c.283 §4; 2017 c.750 §§34,35; 2018 c.114 §§3,4; 2019 c.491 §§16,17]

 803.422 Registration fees based on miles per gallon. (1) As used in this 
section, “miles per gallon” or “MPG” means the distance traveled in a vehicle 
powered by one gallon of fuel.
 (2) The Department of Transportation shall determine the combined MPG 
ratings for each motor vehicle pursuant to a method determined by the department.
 (3) Except as provided in ORS 319.890 (3), in addition to the registration fees 
prescribed under ORS 803.420 (6)(a), there shall be paid for each year of the 
registration period, an additional amount as follows:
 (a) For vehicles that have a rating of 0-19 MPG, $20.
 (b) For vehicles that have a rating of 20-39 MPG, $25.
 (c) For vehicles that have a rating of 40 MPG or greater, $35.
 (d) For electric vehicles, $115. [2017 c.750 §32; 2017 c.750 §33]

 Note: 803.422 was added to and made a part of the Oregon Vehicle Code by 
legislative action but was not added to ORS chapter 803 or any series therein. See 
Preface to Oregon Revised Statutes for further explanation.

 803.425 Vehicle length for fee determination. The following are the 
measurement points of the described vehicles for the purposes of determining 
registration fees under ORS 803.420:
 (1) Special use trailers and travel trailers are measured from the foremost point 
of the trailer hitch to the rear extremity of the trailer body not including the spare 
tire, but including all ordinary equipment or appliances appropriate to the type of 
body such as stakes, curtains, hooks, skids, tailboard, chains, sides and roof.
 (2) Campers are measured by overall length from the extreme front to the 
extreme rear.
 (3) Motor homes are measured by overall length from front to rear extremities.
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 (4) Tent trailers are measured by overall length when folded for travel. [1983 
c.338 §229; 1985 c.16 §86]
 803.430 Certain vehicles required to establish registration weight for fee 
determination. (1) Registration weight is established for the following purposes:
 (a) The registration weight is the weight used in the declaration of weight under 
ORS 803.435 to determine the registration fees under ORS 803.420 for vehicles 
required to establish registration weight under this section.
 (b) A vehicle that is required to establish registration weight by this section is in 
violation of ORS 803.315 if the vehicle is operated on a highway of this state at a 
weight in excess of the registration weight except when carrying a load:
 (A) Under the provisions of ORS 376.305 to 376.390;
 (B) Of over 105,500 pounds combined weight or loaded weight under a variance 
permit issued under ORS 818.200;
 (C) Under a registration weight trip permit issued under ORS 803.600; or
 (D) Consisting of towed motor vehicles required to be registered under the 
vehicle code.
 (2) Registration weight is established at the time of registration and whenever 
the vehicle has been altered or reconstructed by furnishing a declaration of 
weight described under ORS 803.435 that contains a declaration of the maximum 
combined weight or loaded weight at which the vehicle will be operated on the 
highways of this state except when carrying loads described under subsection 
(1)(b) of this section. The maximum registration weight for any vehicle required 
to establish a registration weight under this section is 105,500 pounds. Vehicles 
operating at weights above 105,500 pounds will operate under a variance permit 
issued under ORS 818.200.
 (3) Except as provided in subsection (4) of this section, the following vehicles 
are required to establish a registration weight under this section:
 (a) Any motor truck that will be operated on the highways at a combined weight 
or loaded weight of more than 10,000 pounds not including the weight of any 
camper or trailing vehicle described in subsection (5) of this section, or any trailing 
manufactured structure.
 (b) Any truck tractor that will be operated on the highways at a combined weight 
of more than 8,000 pounds not including the weight of any camper or trailing 
vehicle described in subsection (5) of this section, or any trailing manufactured 
structure.
 (c) An armored car, tow vehicle, hearse or ambulance.
 (d) Any other motor vehicle that will be operated on the highways at a combined 
weight or loaded weight of more than 10,000 pounds not including the weight of 
any camper or trailing vehicle as described in subsection (5) of this section, or any 
trailing manufactured structure.
 (e) A self-propelled mobile crane.
 (f) Any motor vehicle registered as a farm vehicle under ORS 805.300.
 (4) A vehicle that is being registered under a specific provision of the vehicle 
code where fees are not based on weight or where registration weight is specifically 
not required is not required to establish registration weight under this section.
 (5) The weight of a camper or the following trailing vehicles may not be included 
in the registration weight:
 (a) Trailers with a loaded weight of 8,000 pounds or less.
 (b) Special use trailers, travel trailers and fixed load vehicles.
 (c) Towed motor vehicles.
 (6) The weight of a trailing manufactured structure may not be included in the 
registration weight. [1983 c.338 §230; 1985 c.16 §87; 1985 c.71 §3; 1985 c.172 §6; 
1989 c.723 §9; 1991 c.284 §18; 1993 c.751 §24; 2003 c.655 §113; 2005 c.654 §17; 
2005 c.770 §2; 2007 c.50 §2]
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 803.435 Declaration of weight for fee determination; contents. A declaration 
of weight required for purposes of complying with ORS 803.440 and for purposes 
of determining vehicle registration fees under ORS 803.420 shall contain the 
following:
 (1) For vehicles required to establish a registration weight under ORS 803.430, 
the declaration shall contain the registration weight.
 (2) For buses, the declaration shall contain the unloaded weight of the vehicle 
plus the unloaded weight of any bus trailer to be used in combination with the 
vehicle. The declaration shall also indicate the number of persons, including the 
driver, to be carried in the vehicle, plus the number of persons to be carried on any 
bus trailer to be used in combination with the vehicle.
 (3) For fixed load vehicles, the declaration shall contain the weight of the vehicle 
including the cab, chassis, frame and all appurtenances necessary for making the 
vehicle self-propelled including front bumpers, fenders, windshield, tire carrier and 
spare wheel, and including the fixed or permanent load of the vehicle but excluding 
the spare tire.
 (4) For tow vehicles that are used to transport property for hire other than as 
described in ORS 822.210, the declaration shall contain the combined weight at 
which the vehicle will be used to transport property for hire.
 (5) For all vehicles not otherwise provided for by this section and for which a 
declaration is prepared or required, the declaration shall contain the registration 
weight of the vehicle. [1983 c.338 §231; 1985 c.16 §88; 1985 c.189 §3; 1989 c.723 
§10; 1989 c.992 §12c; 1993 c.18 §168; 1993 c.751 §25; 2011 c.287 §4; 2017 c.45 
§3]

 803.440 Failure to submit declaration of weight; penalty. (1) A person 
commits the offense of failure to submit a declaration of weight if the person does 
not submit a declaration of weight for a vehicle described in this subsection when 
the person applies for registration of the vehicle or has the vehicle registered in 
the person’s name and the vehicle has been altered or reconstructed. This section 
applies to the following vehicles:
 (a) Any vehicle required to establish registration weight under ORS 803.430.
 (b) Any commercial bus.
 (c) Any vehicle registered as a farm vehicle under ORS 805.300.
 (d) Any vehicle registered under the proportional registration provisions of ORS 
826.009 or 826.011.
 (2) The offense described in this section, failure to submit a declaration of 
weight, is a Class D traffic violation. [1983 c.338 §232; 1989 c.43 §24; 1989 c.723 
§11; 1993 c.751 §26]

 803.445 Authority of counties and districts to impose registration fees; 
rules; maximum amount. (1) The governing body of a county may impose 
registration fees for vehicles as provided in ORS 801.041.
 (2) The governing body of a district may impose registration fees for vehicles as 
provided in ORS 801.042.
 (3) The Department of Transportation shall provide by rule for the administration 
of laws authorizing county and district registration fees and for the collection of 
those fees.
 (4) Any registration fee imposed under this section shall be imposed in a 
manner consistent with ORS 803.420.
 (5) A county or district may not impose a vehicle registration fee that would by 
itself, or in combination with any other vehicle registration fee imposed under this 
section, exceed the sum of the fee imposed under ORS 803.420 (6)(a) and the fee 
applicable to the registered vehicle under ORS 803.422. The owner of any vehicle 
subject to multiple fees under this section shall be allowed a credit or credits with 
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respect to one or more of such fees so that the total of such fees does not exceed 
the sum of the fee imposed under ORS 803.420 (6)(a) and the fee applicable to the 
registered vehicle under ORS 803.422. [1989 c.864 §2; 2017 c.750 §39f; 2018 c.93 
§23]

 Note: Sections 5 and 6, chapter 491, Oregon Laws 2019, provide:

 Sec. 5. Section 6 of this 2019 Act is added to and made a part of the Oregon 
Vehicle Code. [2019 c.491 §5]

 Sec. 6. Notwithstanding ORS 803.445 (5), a metropolitan service district 
established under ORS chapter 268 may impose a vehicle registration fee that 
does not exceed the sum of the fee imposed under ORS 803.420 (6)(a) and the fee 
applicable to the registered vehicle under ORS 803.422, if the vehicle registration 
fee is approved by the electors of the district before December 31, 2022. [2019 
c.491 §6]

(Renewal)

 803.450 Notice of pending expiration; exceptions; effect of failure to 
receive; records. (1) The Department of Transportation shall notify the registered 
owner of a vehicle registered by this state of the approaching expiration of the 
vehicle’s registration. The notice required by this subsection shall comply with all of 
the following:
 (a) The notice shall be mailed to the owner of the vehicle at the postal address 
shown in department records. Upon request of the registered owner the department 
may provide notice by electronic mail or other means.
 (b) The notice shall be provided a reasonable time before expiration date of the 
registration.
 (2) The department shall not be required to notify the registered owner of an 
approaching expiration if the department has reason to believe:
 (a) The vehicle has been sold, wrecked or stolen;
 (b) The registered owner is ineligible to renew the registration;
 (c) There is a dispute with regard to the title of the vehicle; or
 (d) The registered owner failed to notify the department of a change of address 
as required by ORS 803.220.
 (3) Failure to receive notice of expiration from the department is not a defense 
to a charge of driving with an expired vehicle registration. However, the court may 
dismiss the charge if the owner registers the vehicle before the scheduled court 
appearance.
 (4) Department records concerning notice under this section are subject to ORS 
802.210. [1983 c.338 §233; 1985 c.253 §5; 1989 c.43 §25; 1993 c.751 §91; 1995 
c.733 §85; 2015 c.404 §3]

 803.455 Failure to renew; fee; penalty. (1) A person commits the offense of 
failure to renew vehicle registration if the registration period for a vehicle registered 
in the person’s name expires and the person does not pay the fee required for 
renewal of registration.
 (2) This section does not apply if the vehicle is no longer required or qualified to 
be registered in this state when the registration period expires.
 (3) The fee required to be paid for renewal of registration under this section is 
the same fee that is required for registration of the vehicle under ORS 803.420.
 (4) The offense described in this section, failure to renew vehicle registration, is 
a Class D traffic violation. [1983 c.338 §234; 1985 c.16 §89; 1985 c.305 §11]
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 803.460 Proof of compliance with financial responsibility requirements; 
rules. The Department of Transportation shall not renew the registration of a motor 
vehicle unless one of the following occurs:
 (1) The owner of the vehicle provides proof of compliance with financial 
responsibility requirements for the vehicle and certifies that the owner will remain in 
compliance with the requirements for the term of the registration or until the vehicle 
is sold. This subsection does not apply if a renewal of registration is accompanied 
by an application for transfer of title arising from the sale of the vehicle. Exemptions 
from this subsection are established in ORS 806.020. The form of proof of 
compliance required for this subsection shall be as required under ORS 806.180.
 (2) The department receives satisfactory proof of compliance with financial 
responsibility requirements by some means other than the means described 
in subsection (1) of this section. The department may determine by rule 
what constitutes satisfactory proof of compliance with financial responsibility 
requirements for purposes of this subsection. [1983 c.338 §235; 1985 c.714 §7; 
1993 c.751 §92; 2019 c.312 §9]

 803.465 Proof of compliance with pollution control equipment 
requirements. The Department of Transportation shall not issue renewal of 
registration unless the department receives proof of compliance with pollution 
control equipment requirements under ORS 815.310. This section is not applicable 
to vehicles exempt from the requirements of this section by ORS 815.300 or to 
vehicles registered under the provisions of ORS 805.045 or 805.060. [1983 c.338 
§236; 1985 c.16 §90; 1987 c.440 §4; 1989 c.22 §2]

 803.470 [1983 c.338 §237; 1985 c.174 §3; repealed by 1991 c.459 §438L]

 803.473 Effect of unpaid registration fees on issuance of duplicate 
or replacement certificate of title. On and after September 29, 1991, the 
Department of Transportation shall not refuse to renew registration, transfer the 
certificate of title or issue a duplicate or replacement certificate of title for a camper 
or travel trailer solely on the grounds that prior to September 29, 1991, the owner of 
the camper or travel trailer owed unpaid registration fees to the department. [1991 
c.459 §438m]

 Note: 803.473 was enacted into law by the Legislative Assembly but was not 
added to or made a part of ORS chapter 803 or any series therein by legislative 
action. See Preface to Oregon Revised Statutes for further explanation.

 803.475 [1985 c.251 §22; 1991 c.873 §16; repealed by 1993 c.751 §106]

 803.478 Donation to Oregon Department of Veterans’ Affairs Veterans 
Suicide Prevention and Outreach Program. (1) A person that applies for the 
renewal of vehicle registration online may make a contribution of $1 or more to the 
Oregon Department of Veterans’ Affairs Veterans Suicide Prevention and Outreach 
Program at the time the online application for renewal of vehicle registration is 
made.
 (2) The vehicle registration renewal website and online application form 
must state that the owner has the option of making a contribution to the Oregon 
Department of Veterans’ Affairs Veterans Suicide Prevention and Outreach Program.
 (3) Moneys contributed to the Oregon Department of Veterans’ Affairs Veterans 
Suicide Prevention and Outreach Program in accordance with this section shall 
be deposited in the Oregon Department of Veterans’ Affairs Veterans Suicide 
Prevention and Outreach Program Fund. [2013 c.779 §6]
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 Note: 803.478 was enacted into law by the Legislative Assembly but was not 
added to or made a part of ORS chapter 803 or any series therein by legislative 
action. See Preface to Oregon Revised Statutes for further explanation.

(Cards)

 803.500 Registration card; contents. The Department of Transportation shall 
furnish for each vehicle and camper registered by the department, a registration 
card that shows all of the following information:
 (1) The name of the registered owner.
 (2) The make.
 (3) The year model.
 (4) The vehicle identification number as denoted by the title issued for the 
vehicle or camper.
 (5) The mileage of the vehicle as reported to the department at the time the 
most recent title transfer was reported to the department, or the mileage reported 
to the department at the time the vehicle was initially titled in Oregon, whichever 
occurred last.
 (6) The word “totaled” if the vehicle has been reported to the department as a 
totaled vehicle under the provisions of ORS 819.012 or 819.014, unless the reason 
for the report was theft and the vehicle has been recovered.
 (7) Upon request of the registered owner, the fact that the registered owner, or a 
person who may operate the vehicle, is deaf or hard of hearing.
 (8) Any other information required by the department.
 (9) Notwithstanding subsection (8) of this section, after receiving the registration 
card from the department, the registered owner may black out or otherwise obscure 
the residence address, business address, mailing address or vehicle address 
shown on the registration card. No other information on the registration card may be 
blacked out or otherwise obscured. [1983 c.338 §254; 1985 c.251 §25; 1985 c.253 
§6; 1985 c.668 §11; 1989 c.43 §26; 1991 c.820 §10; 1991 c.873 §16a; 1993 c.233 
§49; 1993 c.751 §93; 2017 c.471 §1; 2021 c.14 §2]

 803.505 Failure to carry registration card; penalty. (1) The owner of a vehicle 
that is registered in this state commits the offense of failure to carry a registration 
card if the owner does not place and keep the card in or on the vehicle in a manner 
that makes it readily available for police inspection upon request.
 (2) The following apply to the offense described in this section:
 (a) The owner of a commercial vehicle is not in violation of this section if a 
photocopy of the card is used.
 (b) In the case of a camper, the owner shall keep the registration card in the 
transporting vehicle.
 (c) In the case of a snowmobile the registration card or certificate shall be in a 
place that is readily accessible whether or not the snowmobile is in operation.
 (3) The offense described in this section, failure to carry a registration card, is 
a Class D traffic violation. [1983 c.338 §255; 1987 c.217 §3; 1989 c.991 §27; 1993 
c.751 §94; 1995 c.383 §40; 1995 c.774 §13; 1999 c.977 §21]

 803.510 Duplicate or replacement; fee. The Department of Transportation may 
issue a duplicate or replacement registration card when:
 (1) The department receives an application indicating the loss, mutilation or 
destruction of a registration card; and
 (2) The fee for issuance of a duplicate or replacement card established under 
ORS 803.575 is paid to the department. [1983 c.338 §256; 1985 c.174 §4; 1985 
c.253 §7a]
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(Plates)

 803.520 Issuance; fees. The Department of Transportation shall issue and 
deliver to the owner registration plates according to the following:
 (1) Registration plates shall be issued upon filing of application for registration 
and payment of the appropriate registration and registration plate fees unless the 
department has just cause for refusing to register a vehicle or unless otherwise 
provided in this section.
 (2) If an application for title or registration is for a vehicle that is subject to 
the provisions of ORS 803.210, the department may issue a permit described 
under ORS 803.615 while the department is determining all facts relative to the 
applicant’s right to receive title and may issue registration plates along with the title.
 (3) Before issuance of registration plates, the department must receive the 
manufacturing and reflectorizing fee for the registration plates. If the registration 
plate is a special plate authorized under ORS 805.200, the fees for the registration 
plate issuance are as described in ORS 805.250.
 (4) Except as otherwise authorized by ORS 805.200, registration plates issued 
shall be as described in ORS 803.535.
 (5) The department shall issue the number of plates appropriate under ORS 
803.525 and any stickers provided under ORS 803.555. [1983 c.338 §257; 1985 
c.16 §99; 1987 c.146 §8; 1987 c.572 §6; 1993 c.233 §50; 1993 c.741 §119]

 803.525 Number of plates issued. The Department of Transportation shall 
issue two registration plates for every vehicle that is registered by the department 
except as otherwise provided in this section or ORS 803.530. Upon renewal or 
when otherwise provided under ORS 803.555, the department may issue stickers 
in lieu of or in addition to registration plates. The following shall be issued plates as 
described:
 (1) Only one registration plate shall be issued for a moped, motorcycle, trailer, 
antique vehicle or vehicle of special interest registered by the department.
 (2) Only one plate shall be issued for a camper that is registered. Stickers may 
be issued in lieu of a plate. [1983 c.338 §258; 1985 c.668 §12; 1989 c.43 §27; 1991 
c.407 §28; 1993 c.741 §119a; 2001 c.25 §1; 2003 c.655 §114; 2021 c.630 §127]

 803.530 Period of validity; transfer; replacement. (1) Registration plates 
assigned to a vehicle by the Department of Transportation shall remain with the 
vehicle to which the plates are assigned and are valid only during the registration 
period for which the plates are issued except as provided in this section.
 (2) The department may allow registration plates to be transferred to another 
vehicle if:
 (a) The department receives an application;
 (b) The applicant pays the plate transfer fee under ORS 803.575; and
 (c) The applicant complies with the registration qualifications described in ORS 
803.350.
 (3) The department shall transfer registration plates under this section if the 
applicant and the vehicle qualify for the plates and the plates are:
 (a) Legible and capable of being used for identification purposes; and
 (b) Any of the following:
 (A) From a current issue of registration plates;
 (B) Customized registration plates described under ORS 805.240;
 (C) Oregon Trail commemorative registration plates issued under section 113, 
chapter 741, Oregon Laws 1993;
 (D) Special registration plates issued under ORS 805.255, 805.260, 805.263, 
805.266, 805.278 or 805.283;
 (E) Group registration plates issued under ORS 805.205;
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 (F) Veterans’ recognition registration plates issued under ORS 805.105;
 (G) Pacific Wonderland registration plates issued under ORS 805.287; or
 (H) Registration plates issued through the special registration program under 
ORS 805.222.
 (4) Notwithstanding ORS 803.400, when registration plates are transferred from 
one vehicle to another vehicle owned by the same person, the registration period 
represented by the plates also transfers with the plates. When registration plates are 
transferred from one vehicle to another vehicle not owned by the same person, the 
remaining registration period represented by the transferred plates ceases for both 
the vehicle receiving the transferred plates and the vehicle from which the plates 
were removed.
 (5) The owner of a registered vehicle to which a plate is assigned may replace a 
registration plate. The following apply to this subsection:
 (a) To replace a plate under this subsection, the owner must apply to the 
department for replacement of the plate in a form prescribed by the department and 
pay the replacement plate fee established under ORS 803.575.
 (b) The department, in lieu of replacement, may issue duplicate plates for the 
same fee as charged for replacements.
 (c) The plates issued under this subsection are valid only for the period of the 
plates replaced.
 (d) The replaced plates may not be considered customized plates when they are 
replaced, if:
 (A) The original plates were from plates currently issued;
 (B) The original plates were not customized plates; and
 (C) The replacement plates are a duplicate of the original plates.
 (e) When a vehicle is assigned a pair of plates and the owner wishes to replace 
a single plate, the department may replace a single plate rather than replace both 
plates.
 (6) A county may replace a registration plate that is from a specially designed 
government series with a registration plate that is from a regular series. The 
following apply to this subsection:
 (a) To replace a plate under this subsection, the county must apply to the 
department for replacement of the plate in a form prescribed by the department and 
pay the replacement plate fee established under ORS 803.575.
 (b) The plates issued under this subsection are valid only for the period of the 
plates replaced.
 (7) If the department retired the vehicle’s registration under ORS 819.030 
because the vehicle is totaled or substantially altered, a person may apply under 
subsection (2) of this section to transfer the registration plates to another vehicle.
 (8) Subject to subsections (2) and (4) of this section, after the department 
authorizes the use of special interest plates under ORS 805.210, a person may 
apply to transfer the plates to either:
 (a) A vehicle that was previously determined by the department to qualify as a 
vehicle of special interest; or
 (b) A vehicle approved by the department as a vehicle of special interest at the 
time of application.
 (9) If a person described in subsection (8) of this section provides the 
department with only one special interest registration plate for transfer and the 
department’s vehicle records show the special interest registration plate belongs to 
a vehicle record with no owner matching an applicant, the applicant shall provide 
proof, as determined by the department by rule, that the plate is no longer used on 
the vehicle it is currently showing being registered to in the department’s vehicle 
records. [1983 c.338 §259; 1985 c.16 §100; 1985 c.174 §5; 1985 c.243 §3; 1985 
c.570 §3; 1987 c.158 §163; 1993 c.741 §120; 2001 c.827 §3; 2003 c.409 §8; 2005 
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c.71 §1; 2015 c.540 §3; 2015 c.806 §17; 2018 c.114 §10; 2019 c.17 §3; 2021 c.630 
§126]

 803.533 Period of validity for Oregon National Guard member or military 
reservist. (1) Notwithstanding ORS 803.530, a registration plate assigned to a 
vehicle registered to a member of the Oregon National Guard or a military reservist 
ordered on active duty and deployed to a location outside the United States that 
expires while the person is on active duty shall remain valid for 90 days following 
the termination of active duty.
 (2) The court shall dismiss the charge of improper display of validating stickers 
under ORS 803.560 if, when charged, the person charged was the registered 
owner of the vehicle and a member of the Oregon National Guard or a military 
reservist, and the registration plate was valid pursuant to subsection (1) of this 
section. [2005 c.257 §4]

 Note: 803.533 was added to and made a part of the Oregon Vehicle Code by 
legislative action but was not added to ORS chapter 803 or any series therein. See 
Preface to Oregon Revised Statutes for further explanation.

 803.535 Size, form, material, color, design, contents. Subject to ORS 
805.105 and 805.205 and the following, the Department of Transportation shall 
select registration plates it issues:
 (1) Registration plates shall be in the size, form and arrangement and made of 
materials determined by the department subject to the following:
 (a) Except as otherwise provided in paragraph (f) of this subsection, the design 
of the registration plates shall be that chosen by the commission from entries in the 
contest held pursuant to chapter 572, Oregon Laws 1987.
 (b) If registration plates are issued, means shall be provided for identifying the 
vehicle from the front and rear by means of characters or numerals.
 (c) All plates shall be made with a reflective material, so as to be a fully 
reflectorized safety plate. The reflectorized material shall be of such a nature as to 
provide effective dependable brightness in the promotion of traffic safety during the 
service period of the plate issued.
 (d) Except as otherwise authorized under ORS 805.200, all plates shall contain 
the distinctive number or characters assigned to the vehicle and the word “Oregon.”
 (e) When a pair of registration plates is issued, each plate shall bear the same 
identification as the other plate of the pair.
 (f) The department may choose plates for vehicles that are not required to 
display plates from the series produced as provided in chapter 572, Oregon Laws 
1987. Nothing in this paragraph prohibits the department from issuing plates from 
the series produced as provided in chapter 572, Oregon Laws 1987, for vehicles 
that are not required to display such plates.
 (2) The department may provide for designation of the registration period for 
which the registration is issued on the plate by means of stickers described under 
ORS 803.555 or any other method the department determines appropriate.
 (3) The department may provide plates that may be used on a vehicle for 
successive registration periods when validated by one or more stickers described 
under ORS 803.555. [1983 c.338 §260; 1985 c.16 §101; 1993 c.741 §121; 2007 
c.564 §4]

 803.537 [1987 c.572 §5; 1989 c.742 §5; repealed by 1993 c.741 §147]

 803.538 Color of sky in graphic plates. Registration plates chosen by the 
commission pursuant to section 1, chapter 572, Oregon Laws 1987, shall have the 
colors chosen by the commission except that the sky shall be blue. [1989 c.742 §4]



VEHICLE TITLE AND REGISTRATION

OREGON VEHICLE CODE (2021 Edition)Page 86

 803.540 Failure to display plates; exceptions; penalty. (1) A person commits 
the offense of failure to display registration plates if the person operates, on the 
highways of this state, any vehicle or camper that has been assigned registration 
plates by this state and the registration plates assigned to the vehicle or camper are 
displayed in a manner that violates any of the following:
 (a) The plate must be displayed on the rear of the vehicle, if only one plate is 
required.
 (b) Plates must be displayed on the front and rear of the vehicle if two plates are 
required.
 (c) The plates must be in plain view and so as to be read easily by the public.
 (d) The plate must not be any plate that does not entitle the holder thereof to 
operate the vehicle upon the highways.
 (2) A person is not in violation of this section if the person is operating a vehicle 
or camper under and in accordance with the requirements for any of the following:
 (a) A temporary application permit issued under ORS 803.615.
 (b) An agent temporary registration permit issued under ORS 803.625.
 (c) Provisions established under ORS 826.007, 826.009 or 826.011 for the 
display of registration plates or other evidence of registration on vehicles that are 
proportionally registered under ORS 826.009 or 826.011.
 (3) The offense described in this section, failure to display registration plates, is 
a Class D traffic violation. [1983 c.338 §261; 1985 c.668 §13; 1989 c.43 §28; 1995 
c.383 §6]

 803.545 Failure to display out-of-state plates; penalty. (1) A person commits 
the offense of failure to display plates on an out-of-state vehicle if the person 
operates a vehicle that is registered in any jurisdiction other than this state and the 
person does not display the registration plates assigned to and furnished for the 
vehicle by the registering jurisdiction:
 (a) For the current registration period in that jurisdiction; and
 (b) Substantially as provided under ORS 803.540 for vehicles that are registered 
by this state.
 (2) This section does not allow the display of out-of-state registration plates on a 
vehicle when the vehicle is required to be registered in this state by ORS 803.325.
 (3) The offense described in this section, failure to display plates on an out-of-
state vehicle, is a Class C traffic violation. [1983 c.338 §262; 1985 c.16 §102; 1985 
c.401 §8]

 803.550 Illegal alteration or display of plates; exception; penalty. (1) A 
person commits the offense of illegal alteration or illegal display of a registration 
plate if the person knowingly does any of the following:
 (a) Illegally alters a registration plate in a manner described in subsection (2) of 
this section.
 (b) Causes a registration plate to be illegally displayed as described in 
subsection (3) of this section.
 (c) Operates any vehicle that is displaying a registration plate that is illegally 
altered in a manner described in subsection (2) of this section or that is illegally 
displayed as described in subsection (3) of this section.
 (d) Owns and causes or permits a vehicle to display a registration plate that is 
illegally altered in a manner described in subsection (2) of this section or that is 
illegally displayed as described in subsection (3) of this section.
 (2) A registration plate is illegally altered for purposes of this section if the plate 
has been altered, modified, covered or obscured in any manner including, but not 
limited to, the following:
 (a) Any change of the color, configuration, numbers, letters or material of the 
plate.
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 (b) Any material or covering, other than a frame or plate holder, placed on, over 
or in front of the plate that alters the appearance of the plate.
 (c) Any frame or plate holder that obscures the numbers, letters or registration 
stickers, so as to render them unreadable.
 (3) A registration plate is illegally displayed for purposes of this section if the 
plate:
 (a) Is displayed on a vehicle other than the vehicle for which the plate was 
issued; or
 (b) Displays registration stickers that contain an expiration date that is different 
from the expiration date shown upon the vehicle registration records of the 
Department of Transportation.
 (4) Subsection (2) of this section does not apply to the following:
 (a) Any placement of registration stickers described under ORS 803.555.
 (b) Any public official who displays or performs any alteration of a registration 
plate in the course of official duties.
 (c) Any special interest registration plate approved under ORS 805.210.
 (5) Subsection (3)(a) of this section does not apply to a vehicle dealer 
authorized to use and operate vehicles displaying the dealer’s plates under ORS 
822.040.
 (6) A person does not commit the offense of illegal alteration or illegal display 
of a registration plate if, at the time the conduct described in subsection (3)(b) of 
this section occurs, the person has proof of registration of the vehicle but has not 
yet received new registration stickers from the department. The proof of vehicle 
registration is valid 30 days from the date of issuance. The department shall adopt 
rules regarding what constitutes proof of vehicle registration under this subsection.
 (7) The court shall dismiss any charge under this section if, prior to the court 
appearance date listed on the citation, the person charged delivers to the clerk of 
the court named on the citation proof of registration of the vehicle at the time of the 
violation.
 (8) The offense described in this section, illegal alteration or illegal display of a 
registration plate, is a Class B traffic violation. [1985 c.243 §2; 2007 c.192 §1; 2015 
c.154 §1]
 803.552 Car rental company; issuance of plates; fees; rules. (1) As used in this 
section:
 (a) “Car rental company” has the meaning given that term in ORS 803.219.
 (b) “Integrator” has the meaning given that term in ORS 802.600.
 (2) If the Department of Transportation receives an application for vehicle 
registration from a car rental company that was submitted to an integrator and the 
application does not include the primary ownership record for the motor vehicle, the 
department may issue registration plates for the vehicle if the conditions described 
in subsection (3) of this section are met.
 (3) Before the department may issue registration plates under subsection (2) of 
this section, a car rental company must:
 (a) Possess a valid Oregon vehicle dealer certificate issued or renewed under 
ORS 822.020 or 822.040;
 (b) Certify that the car rental company has not received the primary ownership 
record for the vehicle as of the date the application is submitted; and
 (c) Meet any other requirements adopted by the department by rule.
 (4) In addition to any fee for registration or issuance of registration plates, the 
department may charge a fee for providing the services authorized by this section. 
The department shall establish the amount of the fee by rule.
 (5) The department shall adopt rules to carry out the provisions of this section. 
[2019 c.348 §2]
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 Note: 803.552 was added to and made a part of the Oregon Vehicle Code by 
legislative action but was not added to ORS chapter 803 or any series therein. See 
Preface to Oregon Revised Statutes for further explanation.

(Stickers)

 803.555 Replacement. The owner of a registered vehicle to which registration 
stickers are assigned may replace a registration sticker that is lost, destroyed 
or mutilated in a manner that renders illegible any identification of the sticker. 
To replace a registration sticker under this section, the owner must apply to the 
Department of Transportation for a replacement of the damaged or lost sticker in a 
form prescribed by the department and pay the replacement sticker fee established 
under ORS 803.575. The application must state the facts of the damage, 
destruction or loss of the stickers. The stickers issued under this section are valid 
only for the period of the stickers replaced. Provision for replacement of registration 
plates is made under ORS 803.530. [1983 c.338 §267; 1985 c.16 §107; 1985 c.174 
§6; 1989 c.76 §3; 1993 c.741 §122]

 803.560 Improper display; exception; penalty. (1) A person commits the 
offense of improper display of validating stickers if the person owns or drives 
a vehicle on which the display of registration stickers provides proof of valid 
registration and:
 (a) The stickers are not displayed in a manner required by the Department of 
Transportation; or
 (b) The stickers are displayed on the vehicle after the registration period shown 
on the stickers.
 (2) A person does not commit the offense of improper display of validating 
stickers if, at the time the conduct described in subsection (1) of this section occurs, 
the person has proof of registration of the vehicle but has not yet received new 
registration stickers from the department. The proof of vehicle registration is valid 
30 days from the date of issuance. The department shall adopt rules regarding what 
constitutes proof of vehicle registration under this subsection.
 (3) The court shall dismiss any charge under this section if, prior to the court 
appearance date listed on the citation, the person charged delivers to the clerk of 
the court named on the citation proof of registration of the vehicle at the time of the 
violation.
 (4) The offense described in this section, improper display of validating stickers, 
is a Class D traffic violation. [1983 c.338 §268; 1993 c.751 §27; 2015 c.154 §2]

 803.565 Removal of stickers upon sale of vehicle by dealer or towing 
business. (1) Except as provided in subsections (2) and (3) of this section, when a 
person who has a vehicle dealer certificate issued under ORS 822.020 or a towing 
business certificate issued under ORS 822.205 sells a motor vehicle that has valid 
Oregon registration plates, the person shall remove the registration stickers from 
the registration plates of the vehicle if the vehicle:
 (a) Has a gross vehicle weight rating of 10,000 pounds or less;
 (b) Is designed to carry passengers; and
 (c) Is not a motorcycle, moped or snowmobile.
 (2) A person who has a vehicle dealer certificate issued under ORS 822.020 
need not remove registration stickers under subsection (1) of this section if:
 (a) The person submits title and registration documents to the Department of 
Transportation on behalf of the buyer of the vehicle; or
 (b) The person sells the vehicle to another person who has a vehicle dealer 
certificate issued under ORS 822.020.
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 (3) A person who has a towing business certificate issued under ORS 822.205 
need not remove registration stickers under subsection (1) of this section if the 
person sells the vehicle to a person who has a vehicle dealer certificate issued 
under ORS 822.020 or to a person who has a dismantler certificate issued under 
ORS 822.110. [2003 c.600 §2; 2005 c.61 §1; 2005 c.654 §40; 2019 c.312 §32]

 Note: 803.565 was added to and made a part of the Oregon Vehicle Code by 
legislative action but was not added to ORS chapter 803 or any series therein. See 
Preface to Oregon Revised Statutes for further explanation.

(Fees)

 803.570 Plate manufacturing fee. Except as otherwise specifically provided by 
law, the Department of Transportation shall collect the fee described by this section 
each time the department issues a registration plate upon the registration of a 
vehicle or at other times when a registration plate is issued by the department. The 
following all apply to the fee established by this section:
 (1) The fee shall be in addition to any other fee collected upon issuance of a 
registration plate.
 (2) The fee for each registration plate issued and for each pair of plates issued 
shall be determined by the department and shall be established by the department 
by rule. The department shall establish fees for a single plate and for a pair of 
plates under this section by:
 (a) Determining the cost of manufacturing a single plate or a pair of plates and 
rounding the cost to the next higher half-dollar; and
 (b) Adding $10 for a single plate and $20 for a pair of plates. [1983 c.338 §269; 
1985 c.16 §108; 2003 c.618 §48; 2009 c.865 §44]

 803.575 Fees for cards, plates and stickers; issuance; replacement; 
transfer. (1) The fee for issuance of a duplicate or replacement registration card 
under ORS 803.510 is $5.
 (2) The fee for issuance of a replacement or duplicate registration plate under 
ORS 803.530 is the fee established under ORS 803.570, together with a fee of $5 if 
the plate is issued at the time of renewal of registration or a fee of $10 if the plate is 
issued at any other time.
 (3) The fee for transfer of registration plate under ORS 803.530 is $6.
 (4) The fee for issuance of replacement registration stickers under ORS 803.555 
is $10.
 (5) The fee for issuance of both replacement or duplicate registration plates 
and replacement registration stickers, when issued at the same time, is the fee 
established under ORS 803.570, together with a fee of $5 if the plate and stickers 
are issued at the time of renewal of registration or a fee of $10 if the plate and 
stickers are issued at any other time.
 (6) A fee paid under subsection (2), (4) or (5) of this section includes the cost of 
any duplicate or replacement registration card issued. [1983 c.338 §271; 1985 c.16 
§110; 1985 c.174 §8; 1985 c.736 §2; 1987 c.750 §8; 1993 c.751 §95; 1999 c.1009 
§1; 2001 c.668 §2; 2019 c.17 §4]

 803.577 Fee for identification device for proportionally registered vehicle. 
Except as otherwise specifically provided by law, the Department of Transportation 
shall collect the fee described by this section each time the department issues an 
identification device for the proportional registration of a vehicle. The following apply 
to the fee established by this section:
 (1) The fee shall be in addition to any other fee collected upon issuance of a 
registration plate.
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 (2) The fee for each device issued shall be determined by the department and 
shall be established by the department by rule.
 (3) The department shall establish the fees under this section based on cost. 
[1991 c.284 §26]

 803.580 [1983 c.338 §220; repealed by 1987 c.750 §12]

 803.585 Registration fees in lieu of certain other taxes and licenses; 
exemptions. (1) Except as otherwise provided in this section or ORS 801.041 or 
801.042, the registration fees under the vehicle code are in lieu of all other taxes 
and licenses, except municipal license fees under regulatory ordinances, imposed 
on vehicles, the owners of such vehicles or the use of or any privilege related to 
such vehicles. Fixed load vehicles are not exempt from ad valorem taxation by this 
section.
 (2) Travel trailers subject to registration and titling under the vehicle code are not 
subject to ad valorem taxation, but may be reclassified as manufactured structures 
and made subject to taxation as provided in ORS 308.880.
 (3) This section does not apply to the privilege tax imposed under ORS 320.405 
or the use tax imposed under ORS 320.410. [1983 c.338 §221; 1989 c.864 §8; 1991 
c.459 §438h; 2003 c.655 §115; 2017 c.750 §117]

 803.590 [1983 c.338 §219; 1985 c.253 §2; 1987 c.750 §9; 1989 c.43 §29; 
1989 c.103 §1; 1989 c.723 §12; 1993 c.751 §96; 2003 c.655 §116; 2005 c.770 §4; 
repealed by 2019 c.17 §6]

(Diesel Engines)

 803.591 Requirements for vehicles with diesel engines; exceptions; rules. 
(1) As used in this section and ORS 803.593:
 (a) “Diesel engine” has the meaning given that term in ORS 468A.795.
 (b) “Heavy-duty truck” has the meaning given that term in ORS 468A.795.
 (c) “Medium-duty truck” has the meaning given that term in ORS 468A.795.
 (d) “Public body” has the meaning given that term in ORS 174.109.
 (2) On and after January 1, 2025, the Department of Transportation may not 
issue a certificate of title for the following motor vehicles if the address of the 
owner of the motor vehicle is located within Multnomah, Clackamas or Washington 
County:
 (a) A medium-duty truck powered by a model year 2009 or older diesel engine.
 (b) A heavy-duty truck powered by a model year 2006 or older diesel engine.
 (3) The department may not issue registration or renewal of registration on 
and after the following dates for the following motor vehicles if the address of the 
owner of the motor vehicle is located within Multnomah, Clackamas or Washington 
County:
 (a) January 1, 2023, for a medium-duty truck or a heavy-duty truck if the motor 
vehicle is powered by a model year 1996 or older diesel engine.
 (b) January 1, 2029, for:
 (A) A medium-duty truck powered by a model year 2009 or older diesel engine.
 (B) A heavy-duty truck powered by a model year 2009 or older diesel engine 
owned by a public body.
 (C) A heavy-duty truck powered by a model year 2006 or older diesel engine 
owned by a person other than a public body.
 (4) Notwithstanding subsections (2) and (3) of this section, the department 
may issue a certificate of title, issue registration or issue renewal of registration 
for a motor vehicle described in subsection (2) or (3) of this section after a date 
described in subsection (2) or (3) of this section if:
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 (a) The diesel engine that powers the motor vehicle has been retrofitted with 
approved retrofit technology pursuant to rules adopted by the Environmental Quality 
Commission under ORS 468A.810; and
 (b) Proof of certification of the retrofit has been issued under ORS 468A.810.
 (5) The following motor vehicles are exempt from the requirements of this 
section:
 (a) Motor vehicles registered as farm vehicles under the provisions of ORS 
805.300.
 (b) Farm tractors.
 (c) Implements of husbandry.
 (d) Motor vehicles used exclusively as training vehicles.
 (e) Publicly and privately owned emergency vehicles.
 (f) Ambulances.
 (g) Campers.
 (h) Motor homes.
 (i) Recreational vehicles.
 (j) Heavy-duty trucks operated for 5,000 miles or fewer on highways of this state 
during one calendar year.
 (k) Carriers with a fleet size of five or fewer heavy-duty trucks.
 (L) Antique vehicles.
 (m) Motor trucks, as defined in ORS 801.355, used primarily to transport logs.
 (6)(a) In order for registration to continue to be valid for a motor vehicle that is 
owned by a public body and subject to subsection (3) of this section, the public 
body shall, in a manner determined by the department by rule, submit proof to 
the department that the motor vehicle complies with subsection (3) of this section. 
Proof of compliance must be on a form supplied by the department and must 
include such information as the department may require. Proof of compliance for 
a motor vehicle owned by a public body is valid until the ownership of the vehicle 
changes.
 (b) The department shall provide notice to a public body of the requirement 
under this subsection to submit proof of compliance with subsection (3) of this 
section. The notice shall be issued to the public body no later than one year prior to 
the date that the proof of compliance must be submitted to the department.
 (7) The department may adopt rules as necessary to administer this section. 
[2019 c.645 §4]

 Note: 803.591 and 803.593 were added to and made a part of the Oregon 
Vehicle Code by legislative action but were not added to ORS chapter 803 or any 
series therein. See Preface to Oregon Revised Statutes for further explanation.

 803.593 Annual report. (1) No later than September 15 of each year, the 
Department of Transportation shall submit a report in the manner provided by 
ORS 192.245 to the interim committees of the Legislative Assembly related to 
transportation and the environment on the registration of medium-duty trucks and 
heavy-duty trucks in this state. The purposes of the report shall be to identify and 
address trends in the registration of medium-duty trucks and heavy-duty trucks 
in this state over time and to identify any effects that the requirements of ORS 
803.591 may have on the trends in registration.
 (2) The report shall include information on:
 (a) The number of medium-duty trucks and heavy-duty trucks registered in each 
county in this state; and
 (b) The number of medium-duty trucks and heavy-duty trucks registered in this 
state that are motor vehicles described in ORS 803.591 (5). [2019 c.645 §5]

 Note: See note under 803.591.
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VEHICLE PERMITS

 803.600 Trip permits; authority granted; types; records; rules; when 
not required. A trip permit grants authority to temporarily operate a vehicle on 
the highways of this state under circumstances where the operation would not 
otherwise be legal because the vehicle is not registered by this state or because 
provisions relating to the vehicle’s registration do not allow the operation. The 
Department of Transportation shall provide for the issuance of trip permits in a 
manner consistent with this section. All of the following apply to permits issued 
under this section:
 (1) The department shall issue the following types of trip permits to authorize 
the described type of operation and, except as provided in subsection (2) of this 
section, may not issue trip permits for any other purpose:
 (a) A heavy motor vehicle trip permit may be issued for the following vehicles 
that are not registered in this state:
 (A) Motor vehicles with a combined weight or loaded weight of more than 10,000 
pounds;
 (B) Truck tractors that are more than 8,000 pounds; or
 (C) Fixed load motor vehicles.
 (b) A permit described in paragraph (a) of this subsection is valid for 10 
consecutive days.
 (c) A heavy trailer trip permit may be issued for a trailer that will be operated on 
the highways at a loaded weight of more than 8,000 pounds or that is a fixed load 
vehicle, and that is not registered to allow operation of the vehicle in this state. A 
permit described in this paragraph is valid for 10 consecutive days. This paragraph 
does not apply to travel trailers.
 (d) A light vehicle trip permit may be issued for a vehicle with a combined weight 
or loaded weight of less than 10,001 pounds that is not a fixed load vehicle and that 
is not registered to allow operation of the vehicle in this state. Permits described in 
this paragraph may be issued for a period of 21 consecutive days. The department 
may not issue more than two permits under this paragraph in a 12-month period 
for any one vehicle unless all registered owners of the vehicle are replaced by new 
owners. If there is a complete change in ownership of the vehicle, as shown by 
the registration records for the vehicle, a new owner may receive permits for the 
vehicle under this paragraph as if no permits had been issued for the vehicle. This 
paragraph does not apply to campers, travel trailers or motor homes, which are 
eligible for recreational vehicle trip permits under paragraph (e) of this subsection.
 (e) A recreational vehicle trip permit may be issued for a period of up to 10 
consecutive days for a camper, travel trailer or motor home that is not registered for 
operation in this state. A person buying a recreational vehicle trip permit must show 
proof satisfactory to the department that the person is the owner of the camper, 
travel trailer or motor home for which the permit will be granted. A person may not 
receive recreational vehicle trip permits authorizing more than 10 days of operation 
in any 12-month period. The department may determine by rule the method for 
ensuring a person has not exceeded the maximum number of days of operation 
allowed by the permit.
 (f) A registration weight trip permit may be issued for a vehicle that is registered 
in this state, to allow the vehicle to be operated with a greater combined weight or 
loaded weight than is permitted by the registration weight established for the vehicle 
or at a greater combined weight or loaded weight than is otherwise permitted under 
the registration for the vehicle if the vehicle is not required to establish a registration 
weight. A permit issued under this paragraph does not authorize movements or 
operations for which a variance permit is required under ORS 818.200. A permit 
issued under this paragraph shall show the maximum registration weight allowed 
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for operation under the permit. A permit issued under this paragraph is valid for 10 
consecutive days.
 (g) A registered vehicle trip permit may be issued for a vehicle that is registered 
in this state to allow the vehicle to operate under conditions or in ways not permitted 
by the terms of the vehicle registration. The department shall determine by rule the 
kinds of operation for which permits may be issued under this paragraph. A permit 
issued under this paragraph is valid for 10 consecutive days.
 (2) The department shall allow a person issued a vehicle dealer certificate 
under ORS 822.020 or a towing business certificate under ORS 822.205 to issue 
a 10-day trip permit to a person who buys a motor vehicle from the person with the 
certificate if the registration stickers are removed in accordance with ORS 803.565. 
The following apply to trip permits issued under this subsection:
 (a) A permit issued under this subsection allows operation of the motor vehicle 
in this state for the purpose of registering the vehicle.
 (b) A permit issued under this subsection is valid for a period of 10 consecutive 
days.
 (c) A person with a vehicle dealer certificate or a towing business certificate may 
not issue more than two permits under this subsection for the same motor vehicle.
 (3) The following requirements for records are established concerning permits 
issued under this section:
 (a) Any carrier regulated by the department shall maintain records of heavy 
motor vehicle and heavy trailer trip permits and registration weight trip permits 
issued to the carrier as required by the department by rule.
 (b) Requirements for the department to maintain records concerning trip permits 
are established under ORS 802.200.
 (4) An owner or operator of a vehicle may obtain a trip permit. The fees for 
issuance of trip permits are as provided under ORS 803.645.
 (5) The department shall make the trip permits available to all field offices 
and agents maintained by the department and may make arrangements for 
the issuance of the permits by designated individuals, firms or associations 
for the convenience of the motoring public. This subsection does not require 
the department to make trip permits described in subsection (2) of this section 
available to anyone other than persons with vehicle dealer certificates or towing 
business certificates.
 (6) The department may also sell heavy motor vehicle, heavy trailer and 
registration weight trip permits in advance of issuance to contractors, transportation 
companies and other users for issuance to their own vehicles or vehicles under 
their control.
 (7) The department shall adopt rules for the issuance, sale and control of trip 
permits.
 (8) Trip permits are not required for the operation of unregistered vehicles where 
such operation is permitted as follows:
 (a) By vehicle dealers as permitted under ORS 822.040.
 (b) By vehicle transporters as permitted under ORS 822.310.
 (c) By towing businesses as permitted under ORS 822.210.
 (9) Trip permits are not required for the operation of unregistered vehicles where 
such operation is permitted under ORS 803.305.
 (10) Unregistered vehicles that are operated without a trip permit are subject 
to the prohibitions and penalties for operation of unregistered vehicles under ORS 
803.300 or 803.315, as appropriate.
 (11) A trip permit may be issued to a school vehicle registered under ORS 
805.050 for use of the vehicle for purposes not permitted under ORS 805.050. 
[1983 c.338 §272; 1985 c.16 §111; 1985 c.313 §4; 1985 c.547 §16; 1989 c.723 §13; 
1991 c.284 §19; 1991 c.360 §4; 1991 c.407 §29; 1993 c.174 §9; 1995 c.733 §86; 
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1997 c.421 §1; 2001 c.412 §1; 2003 c.600 §3; 2003 c.655 §117; 2007 c.50 §3; 2019 
c.312 §29]

 803.601 Disposition of fees collected for certain permits. Fees collected by 
the Department of Transportation for recreational vehicle trip permits described in 
ORS 803.600 shall be transferred to the State Parks and Recreation Department 
Fund established by ORS 390.134 and are continuously appropriated to the State 
Parks and Recreation Department for the purposes specified in ORS 390.134. 
[1997 c.421 §3; 2003 c.14 §463]

 Note: 803.601 was enacted into law by the Legislative Assembly but was not 
added to or made a part of ORS chapter 803 or any series therein by legislative 
action. See Preface to Oregon Revised Statutes for further explanation.

 803.602 Proof of insurance coverage for certain trip permits. An applicant 
for a light vehicle trip permit, a recreational vehicle trip permit for a motor vehicle or 
a trip permit issued under ORS 803.600 (2) must submit, at the time of application, 
proof indicating that the vehicle that will be operated under the permit is covered by 
an insurance policy that meets the requirements of ORS 806.080 and will continue 
to be covered by the policy for as long as the permit is valid. The proof must include 
the name of the insurer and the policy number. The Department of Transportation 
or, if the permit is issued under ORS 803.600 (2), the person with the vehicle dealer 
certificate or towing business certificate shall refuse to issue a permit to a person 
who does not present the proof required by this section. [1991 c.360 §2; 1993 c.751 
§28; 2001 c.412 §2; 2003 c.600 §5; 2019 c.312 §30]

 Note: 803.602 was added to and made a part of ORS chapter 803 by legislative 
action but was not added to any smaller series therein. See Preface to Oregon 
Revised Statutes for further explanation.

 803.605 Erroneous issuance of trip permit; refund of fee. When the 
Department of Transportation determines that it has erroneously issued a trip 
permit to a person who did not require the permit, the department may refund to the 
person any fee the person paid for the permit. [1985 c.313 §6]

 Note: 803.605 was enacted into law by the Legislative Assembly but was not 
added to or made a part of ORS chapter 803 or any series therein by legislative 
action. See Preface to Oregon Revised Statutes for further explanation.

 803.610 Reciprocity permits. A reciprocity permit is a vehicle permit that may 
be issued to identify vehicles operating under a reciprocal agreement established 
under ORS 802.500. When required by an agreement, the Department of 
Transportation shall provide for the issuance of reciprocity permits as authorized 
by the agreement. All of the following apply to the issuance of permits under this 
section:
 (1) The issuance of permits shall comply with the agreement authorizing their 
issuance.
 (2) Permits may be used to identify vehicles entitled to operate within the areas 
described in an agreement. [1983 c.338 §273; 1985 c.668 §16]

 803.615 Temporary permit for registration applicant. The Department 
of Transportation may issue a temporary permit in a form determined by the 
department to an applicant for registration to permit the applicant to operate the 
vehicle while the department is determining all facts relative to the right of the 
applicant to receive title, regular registration plates and regular registration. [1983 
c.338 §276; 1985 c.16 §112; 1985 c.401 §10; 1987 c.146 §9; 1993 c.233 §52]
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 803.620 [1983 c.338 §277; 1989 c.109 §2; repealed by 1989 c.43 §37]

 803.625 Temporary registration permits issued by dealers; rules. (1) The 
holder of a current, valid vehicle dealer certificate issued under ORS 822.020 
may issue temporary permits for the operation of vehicles or the transporting of a 
camper pending the receipt of permanent registration from the department.
 (2) Forms for temporary permits issued under this section shall be furnished 
and, subject to ORS 803.640, prescribed by the department.
 (3) The department shall specify, by rule, the procedures to be followed by 
persons issuing and using temporary permits issued under this section. Persons 
violating rules established by the department under this subsection are subject to 
penalty under ORS 803.630 and 803.635. [1983 c.338 §278; 1985 c.284 §3; 1997 
c.583 §8; 2001 c.827 §4]

 803.630 Agent violation of temporary registration permit procedures; 
penalty. (1) A person commits the offense of agent violation of temporary 
registration permit procedures if the person is authorized to issue temporary 
registration permits under ORS 803.625 and the person violates any rules adopted 
by the Department of Transportation concerning the procedures for issuing the 
permits.
 (2) The offense described in this section, agent violation of temporary 
registration permit procedures, is a Class B traffic violation. [1983 c.338 §279]

 803.635 Improper use of temporary registration permit; penalty. (1) A 
person commits the offense of improper use of temporary registration permit if 
the person is issued a temporary registration permit under ORS 803.625 and the 
person does any of the following:
 (a) Violates any rule adopted by the Department of Transportation under ORS 
803.625 concerning the use of the permit.
 (b) Fails to keep the permit on and upon the vehicle during the period until the 
receipt of the permanent registration plates.
 (c) Fails to remove the permit from the vehicle upon receipt of permanent 
registration plates.
 (2) The offense described in this section, improper use of temporary registration 
permit, is a Class D traffic violation. [1983 c.338 §280; 1995 c.383 §7]

 803.640 Prohibition on showing name or address on permit. (1) Vehicle 
permits issued under ORS 803.600 to 803.615 that are required to be displayed so 
as to be visible from the outside of a vehicle shall not show the name or address of 
the registered owner of the vehicle or of the person who has applied for registration 
or titling of the vehicle.
 (2) The Department of Transportation may require that permits described in this 
section contain the driver license number of the registered owner or of the person 
who has applied for registration or titling of the vehicle displaying the permit and the 
name of the state that issued the driver license.
 (3) If the department determines that the information authorized by subsection 
(2) of this section is not sufficient to identify the registered owner or person who 
has applied for registration or titling of a vehicle issued a permit described in this 
section, the department may require that the person operating the vehicle have in 
the person’s possession any information the department determines is necessary 
for identification. Such information, if required, shall be on a form prescribed by rule 
by the department and may not be required to be displayed so as to be visible from 
outside the vehicle. [1985 c.284 §2; 1993 c.751 §97]
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 803.645 Fees for trip permits. (1) For the period beginning on January 1, 2018, 
and ending on December 31, 2019, fees for trip permits issued under ORS 803.600 
are as follows:
 (a) For a heavy motor vehicle trip permit, $43.
 (b) For a heavy trailer trip permit, $10.
 (c) For a light vehicle trip permit, $32.
 (d) For a recreational vehicle trip permit, $32.
 (e) For a registration weight trip permit, $5.
 (f) For a registered vehicle trip permit, $7.50.
 (g) For a 10-day trip permit issued under ORS 803.600 (2) by a person with a 
vehicle dealer certificate or a towing business certificate, $15.
 (2) For the period beginning on January 1, 2020, and ending on December 31, 
2021, fees for trip permits issued under ORS 803.600 are as follows:
 (a) For a heavy motor vehicle trip permit, $43.
 (b) For a heavy trailer trip permit, $10.
 (c) For a light vehicle trip permit, $33.
 (d) For a recreational vehicle trip permit, $33.
 (e) For a registration weight trip permit, $5.
 (f) For a registered vehicle trip permit, $7.50.
 (g) For a 10-day trip permit issued under ORS 803.600 (2) by a person with a 
vehicle dealer certificate or a towing business certificate, $15.
 (3) For the period beginning on January 1, 2022, and ending on December 31, 
2023, fees for trip permits issued under ORS 803.600 are as follows:
 (a) For a heavy motor vehicle trip permit, $43.
 (b) For a heavy trailer trip permit, $10.
 (c) For a light vehicle trip permit, $34.
 (d) For a recreational vehicle trip permit, $34.
 (e) For a registration weight trip permit, $5.
 (f) For a registered vehicle trip permit, $7.50.
 (g) For a 10-day trip permit issued under ORS 803.600 (2) by a person with a 
vehicle dealer certificate or a towing business certificate, $15. [1983 c.338 §281; 
1985 c.16 §113; 1985 c.313 §5; 1985 c.400 §4; 1989 c.43 §30; 1989 c.109 §3; 1989 
c.723 §14; 1991 c.284 §20; 1991 c.360 §3; 1997 c.421 §2; 2001 c.412 §3; 2003 
c.600 §4; 2003 c.655 §118; 2009 c.865 §44a; 2017 c.750 §48]

 Note: The amendments to 803.645 by section 49, chapter 750, Oregon Laws 
2017, become operative January 1, 2024, and apply to fees imposed on or after 
January 1, 2024. See section 50, chapter 750, Oregon Laws 2017, and section 139, 
chapter 750, Oregon Laws 2017, as amended by section 31, chapter 93, Oregon 
Laws 2018. The text that is operative on and after January 1, 2024, is set forth for 
the user’s convenience.

 803.645. Fees for trip permits issued under ORS 803.600 are as follows:
 (1) For a heavy motor vehicle trip permit, $43.
 (2) For a heavy trailer trip permit, $10.
 (3) For a light vehicle trip permit, $35.
 (4) For a recreational vehicle trip permit, $35.
 (5) For a registration weight trip permit, $5.
 (6) For a registered vehicle trip permit, $7.50.
 (7) For a 10-day trip permit issued under ORS 803.600 (2) by a person with a 
vehicle dealer certificate or a towing business certificate, $15.

 803.650 Placement of permits in vehicles; rules. (1) A permit issued under 
ORS 803.600, 803.615 or 803.625 shall be placed on the left side of the rear 
window of the vehicle unless:
 (a) The vehicle has no rear window; or
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 (b) The design of the vehicle or of any equipment lawfully added to the vehicle is 
such that a permit placed as required by this section could not easily be seen from 
outside the vehicle.
 (2) The Department of Transportation shall adopt rules for the placement of 
permits that cannot be placed on the left side of the rear window of a vehicle. [1987 
c.166 §2]

 803.655 Improper display of permit; penalty. (1) A person commits the 
offense of improper display of a permit if the person is issued a permit under ORS 
803.600, 803.615 or 803.625, and the person does not display the permit on the 
vehicle in the manner required by ORS 803.650 or as required by the Department 
of Transportation by rule.
 (2) The offense described in this section, improper display of a permit, is a Class 
D traffic violation. [1987 c.166 §4; 1995 c.383 §8]

 803.660 Color and size of permits. The color and size of the print on permits 
issued under ORS 803.600, 803.615 and 803.625 shall be such that the permits 
can easily be read. [1987 c.166 §3; 1999 c.359 §5; 2003 c.655 §119]

 803.665 Towing commercial fishing boat without permit. Notwithstanding 
ORS 803.600, a person may tow the person’s own commercial fishing boat without 
a trip permit and regardless of the weight permitted under the registration of the 
trailer if the combined weight of the towing vehicle, the trailer and the boat is 15,000 
pounds or less. [1989 c.992 §12b]
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Chapter 805
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Special Registration Provisions

PARTICULAR VEHICLES
805.010 Antique vehicles
805.020 Special interest vehicles
805.030 Violation of registration limits on antique or special interest vehicle; penalty
805.035 Racing activity vehicles
805.037 Violation of registration limits on racing activity vehicles; penalty
805.040 Registration of government-owned vehicles
805.045 Registration for certain state-owned vehicles
805.047 Regular registration for county-owned vehicles
805.050 School buses and school activity vehicles; exceptions
805.060 Law enforcement undercover vehicles
805.080 Campers
805.090 Nonfarm tractors
805.092 Low-speed vehicles and medium-speed electric vehicles; rules

PARTICULAR PERSONS
805.100 Disabled veterans
805.103 Congressional Medal of Honor recipients; rules
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805.110 Former prisoners of war
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FLEETS
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805.256 Disposition of moneys from salmon registration plate surcharge
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(Cultural Registration Plate)
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805.263 Crater Lake National Park registration plate; rules; fees
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805.266 Wine country registration plate; fee
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805.285 Disposition of moneys from breast cancer awareness registration plate 

surcharge
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805.289 Disposition of moneys from Pacific Wonderland registration plate 
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805.300 Farm vehicle registration; general requirements; fees
805.310 Qualifications for registration
805.320 Application for registration
805.322 Annual proof of qualification for farm vehicle registration
805.340 Effect of sale of vehicle
805.350 Violation of farm registration limits; penalty
805.360 Failure to register farm vehicle properly; penalty
805.370 False certification; penalty
805.380 Department investigation; cancellation
805.390 Permitted uses of farm-registered vehicles
805.400 Proportional registration for farm vehicles; rules
805.410 Department investigation of farm vehicle proportional registration 

application; cancellation
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PARTICULAR VEHICLES

 805.010 Antique vehicles. (1) A vehicle that is an antique vehicle may be 
registered for a permanent registration period as described under ORS 803.400 by 
doing the following:
 (a) Making application for permanent registration of the vehicle in the manner 
provided for application for registration of vehicles.
 (b) Paying the fee for permanent registration of antique vehicles under ORS 
803.420.
 (2) Once a vehicle is permanently registered as an antique vehicle under this 
section, the vehicle is subject to the limitations on use of the vehicle under ORS 
805.030. [1983 c.338 §238; 2003 c.122 §3]

 805.020 Special interest vehicles. (1) A vehicle that is a vehicle of special 
interest may be registered for a permanent registration period as described under 
ORS 803.400 by doing the following:
 (a) Making application for permanent registration of the vehicle in the manner 
provided for application for registration of vehicles.
 (b) Paying the fee for permanent registration of vehicles of special interest 
established under ORS 803.420.
 (2) Once a vehicle is permanently registered as a vehicle of special interest 
under this section, the vehicle is subject to the limitations on use of the vehicle 
under ORS 805.030. [1983 c.338 §239; 2003 c.122 §4]

 805.030 Violation of registration limits on antique or special interest 
vehicle; penalty. (1) A person commits the offense of violation of registration 
limits on antique vehicle or vehicle of special interest if a vehicle is permanently 
registered under ORS 805.010 or 805.020 and the person uses the vehicle:
 (a) Other than for exhibitions, parades, club activities and similar uses; or
 (b) Primarily for the transportation of persons or property.
 (2) The offense described in this section, violation of registration limits on 
antique vehicle or vehicle of special interest, is a Class D traffic violation. [1983 
c.338 §240]

 805.035 Racing activity vehicles. (1) A vehicle that is a racing activity vehicle 
may be registered only under this section.
 (2) A racing activity vehicle shall be registered for a permanent registration 
period as described under ORS 803.400. To register a racing activity vehicle the 
owner shall:
 (a) Apply for permanent registration of the vehicle in the same manner provided 
for application for registration of vehicles; and
 (b) Pay the fee for permanent registration of racing activity vehicles established 
under ORS 803.420.
 (3) A racing activity vehicle may be issued special interest registration plates.
 (4) Once a vehicle is permanently registered as a racing activity vehicle under 
this section, the vehicle is subject to the limitations on use of the vehicle under 
ORS 805.037. [2007 c.693 §3a]

 805.037 Violation of registration limits on racing activity vehicles; penalty. 
(1) A person commits the offense of violation of registration limits on a racing 
activity vehicle if a vehicle is permanently registered under ORS 805.035 and the 
person uses the vehicle other than for:
 (a) Exhibitions, parades or club activities;
 (b) Driving the vehicle from the person’s home to a race track that is within a 
90-mile radius of the person’s home; or
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 (c) Test driving the vehicle for maintenance or repair purposes within a 30-mile 
radius of where the vehicle is maintained or repaired.
 (2) The offense described in this section, violation of registration limits on a 
racing activity vehicle, is a Class B traffic violation. [2007 c.693 §3b]

 805.040 Registration of government-owned vehicles. Except as otherwise 
provided by this section, ORS 805.045 and 805.060, vehicles that are owned and 
operated by this state, cities, counties or other political subdivisions of this state or 
by the government of a federally recognized Indian tribe in this state are subject 
to the same requirements and provisions for registration as are other vehicles. For 
purposes of this section, a vehicle that is operated under a lease or lease-purchase 
agreement by any of the governments specified in this section is a government-
owned vehicle. The following requirements and provisions apply to government-
owned vehicles:
 (1) The registration period for vehicles subject to this section shall be an 
ownership registration period as described under ORS 803.400 except that the 
registration shall continue to be valid if ownership of the vehicle is transferred to 
another government agency.
 (2) The fee for registration of the vehicles shall be the fee for registration 
of government-owned vehicles established under ORS 803.420, and no other 
registration fee shall be required.
 (3) Any vehicle registered under this section and not exempted under ORS 
815.300 must meet the requirements for certification of compliance with pollution 
control under ORS 815.310.
 (4) Vehicles described in this section that are school buses or activity vehicles 
may be registered as provided in ORS 805.050 in lieu of registration under this 
section, if the vehicles qualify for registration under ORS 805.050.
 (5) For purposes of this section, vehicles owned by the government of a 
federally recognized Indian tribe in this state are government-owned vehicles. [1983 
c.338 §243; 1985 c.16 §91; 1985 c.148 §1; 1985 c.547 §14; 1987 c.440 §5; 1993 
c.741 §123]

 805.045 Registration for certain state-owned vehicles. (1) If approval is 
granted under ORS 283.390, the Department of Transportation may issue:
 (a) Registration plates or other evidence of registration from any regular series 
rather than from any specially designed government series for a vehicle owned or 
operated by any state department or institution; or
 (b) Wine country registration plates for a vehicle operated by a member of the 
Oregon Wine Board in discharging the board’s duties if requested to do so by the 
board.
 (2) The registration period for a vehicle described under this section shall be the 
same as the regular registration period for the type of vehicle registered.
 (3)(a) The fee for registration or renewal of a regular series registration plate for 
a vehicle under subsection (1)(a) of this section is the fee established under ORS 
803.420 for registration or renewal of a state-owned vehicle registered under this 
section.
 (b) The fee for registration or renewal of a wine country registration plate for a 
vehicle under subsection (1)(b) of this section is the fee established under ORS 
803.420 for that type of vehicle, and not for renewal of a state-owned vehicle 
registered under this section. Additionally, the applicant shall pay the surcharge 
described under ORS 805.266.
 (4) Any vehicle registered under this section and not exempted under ORS 
815.300 must meet the requirements for certification of compliance with pollution 
control under ORS 815.310. [1987 c.440 §2; 1993 c.741 §124; 2016 c.124 §2; 2018 
c.93 §3]
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 805.047 Regular registration for county-owned vehicles. (1) Upon request 
of any county, the Department of Transportation may issue registration plates or 
other evidence of registration from any regular series rather than from any specially 
designed government series for a vehicle owned or operated by the county. The 
registration period for a vehicle described under this section shall be the same 
as the regular registration period for the type of vehicle registered. The fee for 
registration or renewal of registration of a vehicle under this section shall be the fee 
established under ORS 803.420 (6)(a).
 (2) Any vehicle registered under this section and not exempted under ORS 
815.300 must meet the requirements for certification of compliance with pollution 
control under ORS 815.310. [2015 c.540 §2; 2017 c.750 §39g]

 805.050 School buses and school activity vehicles; exceptions. (1) The 
Department of Transportation shall provide for registration of vehicles that qualify 
under this section in a manner that is consistent with this section. A vehicle qualifies 
for registration under this section if the vehicle meets the following qualifications 
and is not a vehicle that is described under subsection (2) of this section:
 (a) The vehicle must be a motor vehicle.
 (b) Except as provided under ORS 803.600, the vehicle must be used 
exclusively in transporting students to or from any school or authorized school 
activity or function, including extracurricular activities, and to or from points 
designated by a school.
 (c) The vehicle must meet the requirements for school buses under ORS 
820.100 to 820.120, or activity vehicles under ORS 820.110 and 820.120.
 (d) The vehicle may be owned, operated or leased by the state, a city or county 
or any other political subdivision or otherwise provided to such government body for 
purposes described in this subsection or may be privately or otherwise owned and 
leased by or provided to a school for purposes described in this subsection.
 (2) The following vehicles may not be registered under this section:
 (a) A vehicle subject to regulation under ORS chapter 825.
 (b) A vehicle regulated by a city under ORS 221.420.
 (3) Except as otherwise provided by this section, vehicles registered under this 
section are subject to the same requirements and provisions for registration as are 
other vehicles. The following requirements and provisions are different from those 
otherwise provided for registration:
 (a) The registration period for vehicles subject to this section shall be an 
ownership registration period as described under ORS 803.400, except that the 
registration continues valid if the ownership of the vehicle is transferred to another 
who continues to use the vehicle for purposes allowed under the registration.
 (b) The fee for registration of the vehicles shall be the fee for registration of 
school vehicles established under ORS 803.420, and no other registration fee shall 
be required.
 (c) Any vehicle registered under this section and not exempted under ORS 
815.300 shall meet the requirements for certification of compliance with pollution 
control under ORS 815.310.
 (4) The department shall suspend or revoke registration under this section if the 
department determines that:
 (a) A vehicle registered under this section is being used for purposes other than 
those required for qualification for registration under this section, and a trip permit 
as provided under ORS 803.600 has not been obtained.
 (b) The vehicle does not comply with requirements under ORS 820.100 to 
820.120. [1985 c.547 §11; 1987 c.158 §164; 1993 c.741 §125]

 805.060 Law enforcement undercover vehicles. (1) The Department of 
Transportation may issue registration plates or other evidence of registration from 
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any regular series rather than from any specially designed government series for 
a vehicle operated by a federal, state, county, city or Indian tribal law enforcement, 
parole or probation agency in discharging its undercover criminal investigation 
duties if requested to do so by the agency. The registration period for a vehicle 
described under this section shall be the same as the regular registration period for 
the type of vehicle registered. The fee for registration or renewal of registration of a 
vehicle under this section shall be the fee established for registration or renewal of 
police undercover vehicles under ORS 803.420.
 (2) Any vehicle registered under this section and not exempt from the 
requirements to comply with certificates of compliance for pollution control 
equipment by ORS 815.300, must be certified as complying with the requirements 
for pollution control equipment under ORS 815.310. [1983 c.338 §244; 1985 c.148 
§2; 1987 c.6 §1; 1993 c.741 §126; 2001 c.827 §5]

 805.070 [1983 c.338 §246; repealed by 1987 c.25 §6]

 805.080 Campers. Except where specific provisions are made for campers, 
campers are subject to the same provisions of the vehicle code relating to 
registration, titling, transfer, sale and dealer regulation as any other vehicle. [1983 
c.338 §250]

 805.090 Nonfarm tractors. (1) Except where specific provisions are made for 
tractors described in this section, such tractors are subject to the same provisions 
of the vehicle code relating to registration, titling, transfer, sale and dealer regulation 
as a motor truck.
 (2) This section applies to vehicles that would be farm tractors if used primarily 
in agricultural operations and that are not within:
 (a) The exemptions from registration for farm tractors under ORS 803.305; or
 (b) The classification of fixed load vehicle. [1983 c.338 §251; 1985 c.16 §96]

 805.092 Low-speed vehicles and medium-speed electric vehicles; rules. (1) 
The Department of Transportation shall adopt, by rule, minimum safety standards 
for low-speed vehicles and medium-speed electric vehicles.
 (2) The department may not issue registration to a low-speed vehicle or 
medium-speed electric vehicle if the department has reason to believe the vehicle 
does not meet the safety standards adopted pursuant to this section. [2009 c.865 
§14; 2010 c.30 §6]

PARTICULAR PERSONS

 805.100 Disabled veterans. (1) In the absence of just cause for refusal, the 
Department of Transportation shall provide for registration of any vehicle required to 
be registered by this state in a manner consistent with this section for persons who 
qualify as disabled veterans under this section. The special registration provisions 
under this section are subject to all of the following:
 (a) The fee is the one-time registration fee established by ORS 803.420 for 
vehicles registered under this section.
 (b) The department may issue registrations for vehicles in a household under 
this section in a number equal to the number of persons in the household who 
qualify as disabled veterans under subsection (2) of this section.
 (c) The department shall not register any commercial vehicle under this section.
 (2) A person is a disabled veteran who qualifies for registration of a vehicle 
under this section if the person:
 (a) Is a disabled veteran whose disability results from causes connected with 
service in the Armed Forces of the United States; and
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 (b) Has been a member of and discharged or released under honorable 
conditions from the Armed Forces of the United States, and whose service was for 
not less than 90 consecutive days or who was discharged or released on account 
of a service-connected injury or illness prior to the completion of the minimum 
period of service.
 (3) A person qualifies as a disabled veteran under subsection (2) of this section 
if the person presents a letter from the United States Department of Veterans Affairs 
or any branch of the Armed Forces of the United States certifying that the person is 
a disabled veteran.
 (4) Registration issued under this section is valid as provided in ORS 803.415. 
The registration period for vehicles registered under this section exempts the 
registration from any requirement to be renewed or to make payment of renewal 
fees. However, if any owner would be required to comply with ORS 815.310 upon 
issuance or renewal of regular registration for the vehicle, the owner must comply 
with ORS 815.310 in the same manner as for other vehicles or the department may 
suspend the registration of the vehicle until the owner submits proof of compliance.
 (5) The department may suspend or revoke any registration issued under this 
section if the department determines that the vehicle is owned by a person not 
qualified for registration under this section or the vehicle is a kind not qualified for 
registration under this section. [1983 c.338 §247; 1985 c.16 §92; 1993 c.741 §127; 
1997 c.517 §1; 1999 c.778 §1]

 805.103 Congressional Medal of Honor recipients; rules. (1) The Department 
of Transportation shall provide for issuance of registration plates for a motor vehicle 
registered under ORS 803.420 (6)(a), in a manner consistent with this section, to 
motor vehicle owners who qualify for the plates as Congressional Medal of Honor 
recipients under subsection (2) this section.
 (2) A person who is a Congressional Medal of Honor recipient qualifies for 
registration plates under this section if the person provides the department with a 
certificate from the United States Department of Veterans Affairs attesting to the 
person’s status as a Congressional Medal of Honor recipient.
 (3) Registration plates issued under this section shall be considered customized 
registration plates for purposes of the fee required in ORS 805.250. The department 
may waive the fee required in ORS 805.250.
 (4) The department may not issue registration plates for a motor vehicle under 
this section if another motor vehicle owned by the applicant has been issued 
registration plates under this section.
 (5) The registration plates issued under this section shall:
 (a) Be issued with a unique background design determined by the department;
 (b) Be issued with a specific configuration as determined by the department;
 (c) Contain the words “Medal of Honor”;
 (d) Contain the image of the Congressional Medal of Honor; and
 (e) Meet the requirements for registration plates under ORS 803.535.
 (6) If there is a transfer of interest in the motor vehicle to which the registration 
plate under this section is assigned, or if the motor vehicle is totaled and not 
reconstructed, the motor vehicle owner shall remove the registration plate. The 
Congressional Medal of Honor recipient may retain the registration plate, but 
the registration plate may not be placed on any other motor vehicle unless the 
registration plate is transferred as set forth in subsection (7) of this section.
 (7) If the motor vehicle owner qualifies for the registration plates under 
subsection (2) of this section, the department may transfer registration plates 
issued under this section to another motor vehicle registered under ORS 803.420 
(6)(a), as set forth in ORS 805.242.
 (8) The department shall cancel any registration plates issued under this section 
if the department determines that the motor vehicle is owned by a person who does 
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not qualify for the registration plates under subsection (2) of this section or that the 
motor vehicle is not registered under ORS 803.420 (6)(a).
 (9) The department may adopt rules necessary to carry out the provisions of 
this section. [2007 c.311 §2; 2010 c.61 §4; 2017 c.750 §39h]

 805.105 Veterans’ recognition plates; Gold Star Family plates; rules; 
surcharge; disposition of moneys. (1) The Department of Transportation shall 
establish a veterans’ recognition registration plate program to issue registration 
plates called “veterans’ recognition registration plates” upon request to an owner of 
any motor vehicle registered under ORS 803.420 (6)(a) if the owner of the motor 
vehicle qualifies for the plates. Rules adopted under this section shall include, but 
need not be limited to, rules that:
 (a) Describe general qualifications to be met by any veterans’ group in order to 
be eligible for a veterans’ recognition registration plate issued under this section.
 (b) Specify circumstances under which the department may cease to issue 
veterans’ recognition registration plates.
 (c) Specify what constitutes proof of veteran status for issuance of a veterans’ 
recognition registration plate, if such proof is required by a veterans’ group or by the 
Director of Veterans’ Affairs.
 (d) Specify what constitutes proof that a person is a surviving family member 
of a person who was killed in action during an armed conflict while serving in the 
Armed Forces of the United States. The department may only issue a veterans’ 
recognition registration plate displaying a gold star decal and the words “Gold Star 
Family” to a person who is a parent, sibling, spouse or dependent of a person who 
was killed in action during an armed conflict while serving in the Armed Forces of 
the United States.
 (2)(a) In addition to any other fee authorized by law, upon issuance of a 
veterans’ recognition registration plate under this section and upon renewal of 
registration for a vehicle that has plates issued under this section, the department 
shall collect a surcharge of $2.50 per plate for each year of the registration period 
for the vehicle as described under ORS 803.415.
 (b) Except as otherwise provided in paragraph (c) of this subsection, net 
proceeds of the surcharge collected by the department for the veterans’ recognition 
registration plate shall be deposited in the trust fund established under ORS 
406.050 for paying the expenses of operating the Oregon Veterans’ Homes 
identified in ORS 408.362.
 (c) If the department issues a veterans’ recognition registration plate that names, 
describes or represents a veterans’ group, that veterans’ group may designate an 
account into which the net proceeds of the surcharge collected by the department 
under this section are to be deposited. The department shall keep accurate records 
of the number of plates issued under this paragraph for each veterans’ group and, 
after payment of administrative expenses of the department, shall deposit moneys 
collected under this subsection into the specified account.
 (d) Deposits under this subsection shall be made quarterly.
 (3)(a) In consultation with the Department of Transportation, the Director of 
Veterans’ Affairs shall design the veterans’ recognition registration plate.
 (b) If the department issues a veterans’ recognition registration plate to 
recognize a veterans’ group, the department shall, in consultation with the 
requesting veterans’ group, add words or a military-related decal to the veterans’ 
recognition registration plate that names, describes or represents the veterans’ 
group.
 (c) The department shall add a gold star decal and the words “Gold Star Family” 
to a veterans’ recognition registration plate background to recognize surviving family 
members of persons killed in action during an armed conflict while serving in the 
Armed Forces of the United States.
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 (d) Except as otherwise required by the design, veterans’ recognition registration 
plates must comply with the requirements of ORS 803.535.
 (4) The department shall determine how many sets of veterans’ recognition 
registration plates will be manufactured. If the department does not sell or issue 
renewal for 500 sets of veterans’ recognition registration plates in any one year, the 
department shall cease production of veterans’ recognition registration plates. For 
the purposes of this section, veterans’ recognition registration plates that name, 
describe or represent a veterans’ group are included in the total number of veterans’ 
recognition registration plates issued.
 (5) For the purposes of this section, “sibling” includes siblings of the whole or 
half blood and siblings by adoption, marriage or domestic partnership. [2007 c.564 
§2; 2015 c.183 §1; 2017 c.750 §39i; 2019 c.224 §9]

 805.106 Funding for veterans’ recognition plate costs. (1) The Director 
of Veterans’ Affairs shall pay to the Department of Transportation all of the 
department’s anticipated costs of issuance of the veterans’ recognition registration 
plate from grants, donations and gifts accepted by the Department of Veterans’ 
Affairs under ORS 406.050 that may be expended for the purpose of issuance of a 
veterans’ recognition registration plate.
 (2) If a veterans’ group requests issuance of a veterans’ recognition registration 
plate under ORS 805.105, the group shall pay to the department all of the 
department’s anticipated costs of issuing a veterans’ recognition registration plate 
that names, describes or represents the group. The department may not begin 
creating or issuing the plates until the anticipated costs are paid. For purposes of 
this section, costs of issuing a veterans’ recognition registration plate that names, 
describes or represents a veterans’ group include, but are not limited to, computer 
programming costs and vendor set-up fees. [2007 c.564 §3; 2009 c.602 §6]

 Note: 805.106 was enacted into law by the Legislative Assembly but was not 
added to or made a part of the Oregon Vehicle Code or any chapter or series 
therein by legislative action. See Preface to Oregon Revised Statutes for further 
explanation.

 805.107 Disposition of certain plates issued to veterans. The surviving 
spouse of a veteran who was issued registration plates under ORS 805.105 may, 
upon the death of the veteran, continue to use the plates on a motor vehicle or may 
keep the plates as a memento. [Formerly 805.208]

 805.110 Former prisoners of war. (1) In the absence of just cause for refusal, 
the Department of Transportation shall provide for registration of any motor vehicle 
required to be registered by this state in a manner consistent with this section for 
persons who qualify as former prisoners of war under this section. The special 
registration provisions under this section are subject to all of the following:
 (a) The fee is the one-time registration fee established under ORS 803.420 for 
vehicles registered under this section.
 (b) The department may not register a motor vehicle under this section if 
another vehicle owned by the applicant or a member of the applicant’s household 
has been registered under this section.
 (c) The department may not register any commercial vehicle under this section 
or any motor vehicle with a loaded weight in excess of 10,000 pounds.
 (2) A person is a former prisoner of war who qualifies for registration of a vehicle 
under this section if the person, while serving in the active military, naval or air 
service of the United States or any of its Allies, was forcibly detained or interned in 
line of duty:
 (a) By an enemy government or its agents, or a hostile force, during a period of 
war; or
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 (b) By a foreign government or its agents, or a hostile force during a period 
other than a period of war in which such person was held under circumstances 
which the department finds to have been comparable to the circumstances 
under which persons have generally been forcibly detained or interned by enemy 
governments during periods of war.
 (3) The surviving spouse of a former prisoner of war who was issued registration 
under this section may, upon the death of the former prisoner of war, continue to 
use the registration plates on a motor vehicle or may keep the plates as a memento.
 (4) The department may suspend or revoke any registration issued under this 
section if the department determines that the vehicle is owned by a person not 
qualified for registration under this section or the vehicle is a kind not qualified for 
registration under this section. [1985 c.16 §94; 1987 c.750 §10; 1989 c.742 §1; 1993 
c.741 §128; 2001 c.152 §3; 2005 c.770 §5; 2017 c.62 §1]

 805.115 Active members of Oregon National Guard. (1) In the absence of just 
cause for refusal, the Department of Transportation shall provide for registration in 
a manner consistent with this section for persons who qualify under this section as 
active members of the Oregon National Guard. The special registration provisions 
under this section are subject to the following:
 (a) The fee to register or renew registration under this section shall be the 
regular registration fee for the vehicle.
 (b) Any motor vehicle registered under ORS 803.420 (6)(a) or (7)(c)(C) or (D) 
may be registered under this section.
 (2) A person is eligible for registration under this section if the person is issued a 
certificate by the Oregon Military Department certifying that the person is an active 
member of the Oregon National Guard.
 (3) The department may suspend, revoke or refuse to renew any registration 
issued under this section if the department determines that the vehicle is owned 
by a person not qualified for registration under this section or that the vehicle is not 
eligible for registration under this section.
 (4) The Oregon Military Department shall notify the Department of 
Transportation within 30 days if a person issued a certificate described in 
subsection (2) of this section ceases to be an active member of the Oregon 
National Guard. [1991 c.383 §2; 1993 c.741 §129; 2001 c.293 §11; 2017 c.750 §39j]

 805.117 Honorary consuls; rules. (1) As used in this section, “honorary 
consul” means a resident of Oregon who has been duly appointed by a foreign 
country as an honorary consular officer to the United States, pursuant to the Vienna 
Convention on Consular Relations.
 (2) Upon application by an honorary consul who qualifies under this section, the 
Department of Transportation shall issue consular corps registration plates for use 
on the motor vehicle of the honorary consul. Registration plates issued under this 
section may be displayed on the vehicle of the honorary consul in lieu of regular 
registration plates issued under the vehicle code.
 (3) The following apply to registration plates issued under this section:
 (a) The plates shall be considered customized plates for purposes of the fee in 
ORS 805.250.
 (b) The plates shall be assigned to a specific vehicle.
 (c) The plates may not be transferable from vehicle to vehicle, except as 
provided by the department by rule.
 (d) The plates shall be valid for the term in which the person is acting in the 
official capacity of honorary consul for a foreign consulate. If the term of honorary 
consul continues into a new registration period, the department may provide for 
validation of the plates for the subsequent term by means of a sticker or by any 
other means the department determines convenient.
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 (e) The person to whom the plates are issued may retain the plates after the 
official term of honorary consul is over, but the plates may not be valid if displayed 
on any vehicle when the term of honorary consul has ended and the person is no 
longer appointed as an honorary consul.
 (4) To qualify for consular corps registration plates, the person must provide 
the department with proof that the person is appointed by a government as an 
honorary consul and is acting in that capacity.
 (5) The department shall adopt rules necessary to carry out the purposes of this 
section. [2009 c.621 §2]

FLEETS

 805.120 Effect of fleet registration; requirements; rules. (1) The owner of 
a fleet of vehicles may register the vehicles under this section as a fleet in lieu of 
registering the vehicles individually.
 (2) Except as otherwise provided under this section, vehicles registered in a fleet 
under this section are subject to the same taxes, fees, qualifications, provisions, 
conditions, prohibitions and penalties applicable to similar vehicles otherwise 
registered under the vehicle code.
 (3) The following apply to fleets registered under this section:
 (a) The registered owner of the fleet must maintain the number of vehicles 
registered in the fleet that the Department of Transportation determines by rule to 
be required for participation in the fleet registration program.
 (b) Fleet registration or renewal of fleet registration under this section may be 
annual or biennial registration as determined by the department by rule.
 (c) The registration of individual vehicles in a fleet registered under this section 
does not expire as long as the fleet registration is valid.
 (d) The department shall assign identification to the fleet and, upon payment 
of appropriate fees, shall issue to the registered owner of the fleet permanent fleet 
tags, stickers, plates or other identification the department determines appropriate 
for the vehicles that the owner and the department have agreed to place in the 
fleet. The department may establish the use of any appropriate form of identification 
under this paragraph as the department determines convenient for its own 
operation.
 (e) The tags, stickers, plates or other appropriate identification issued under 
this section shall be displayed on any vehicle to which it has been assigned by the 
department.
 (f) Registration cards issued by the department for vehicles registered under 
this section are only required to individually describe the vehicles in the fleet to the 
extent the department determines necessary and to identify the fleet in which the 
vehicles are registered.
 (g) Application for registration under this section shall be in the manner 
determined by the department by rule.
 (h) The fleet owner shall maintain records and provide information to the 
department as required by the department by rule and shall allow the department 
to audit the records of the owner and conduct inspections at any reasonable time to 
determine compliance with requirements for fleet registration.
 (i) Vehicles shall be added to the fleet and transferred from the fleet according to 
procedures established by the department by rule.
 (j) The vehicles in the fleet shall be marked in compliance with any requirement 
for vehicle markings the department determines necessary for identification of fleet 
vehicles.
 (k) The department may adjust fee payments and registration periods for 
individual vehicles added to a fleet registered under this section as the department 
determines necessary for administration of the fleet registration.
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 (L) The fees for a fleet registered under this section are the same as the fees 
required if the vehicles in the fleet are individually registered under the vehicle code.
 (m) The department may charge a service charge for each vehicle entered into 
a fleet and a fleet vehicle renewal charge for each vehicle in the fleet at the time of 
renewal. Fees described in this paragraph are established under ORS 803.420.
 (n) The department may schedule the time for payment of fleet registration fees 
in any manner convenient to the department or the fleet owner.
 (o) The fleet owner shall comply with any rules the department establishes for 
the registration of vehicles in fleets under this section.
 (p) The department shall cancel any registration under this section if the 
department determines that the owner of the vehicles registered is not complying 
with any requirements for fleet registration established under this section or by the 
department.
 (q) A fleet owner may certify compliance with pollution control requirements 
under ORS 815.310 in the manner provided under ORS 815.310 for vehicles 
registered under this section.
 (r) The department shall establish procedures for the reporting of odometer 
disclosures for the vehicles in the fleet on a regular basis and for vehicles that 
are withdrawn from the fleet, if odometer disclosures are otherwise required. 
The reports shall provide any information the department determines by rule to 
be necessary. The department may establish any reporting time the department 
considers convenient, but shall attempt to establish periods with a frequency 
roughly equivalent to those for renewal of vehicle registration. The department shall 
retain the odometer information submitted under this section but need not print it on 
certificates of title or registration cards.
 (4) A fleet owner may request that the registration of all vehicles in the fleet 
expire in the same month. Notwithstanding ORS 803.405 or any other provision of 
this section, if such a request is made the department shall:
 (a) Adjust the registration expiration date of all vehicles in the fleet.
 (b) When a vehicle that is already registered in this state is added to the fleet, 
adjust the registration expiration date of the vehicle to correspond to that of other 
vehicles in the fleet.
 (c) When a vehicle that has never before been registered in this state is added 
to the fleet, assign a registration expiration date to the vehicle that corresponds to 
that of other vehicles in the fleet.
 (5) When the department adjusts or assigns registration expiration dates in 
accordance with subsection (4) of this section, the department shall prorate all 
registration fees to reflect the adjustment or assignment.
 (6) The department shall adopt rules necessary for the administration of 
this section. The rules may include any rules that increase the convenience of 
administration or the convenience of the registration process under this section. 
[1983 c.338 §249; 1985 c.16 §95; 1985 c.245 §1; 1985 c.251 §23; 1985 c.668 §8; 
1991 c.459 §438i; 1991 c.873 §17]

 805.130 [1983 c.338 §248; 1985 c.401 §7; repealed by 1993 c.174 §1]

 805.140 [1983 c.338 §252; 1985 c.16 §97; 1985 c.668 §9; 1989 c.109 §4; 1989 
c.171 §87; repealed by 1989 c.43 §37]

 805.150 [1983 c.338 §253; 1985 c.16 §98; 1985 c.668 §10; 1989 c.109 §1; 
repealed by 1989 c.43 §37]
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SPECIAL INDICIA OF REGISTRATION
(Generally)

 805.200 Plates and other devices with special designs; rules. (1) The 
Department of Transportation by rule:
 (a) Shall design plates, stickers, plate and sticker combinations or other 
devices or indicia that distinguish government-owned vehicles registered under the 
provisions of ORS 805.040 from other vehicles.
 (b) May design plates, stickers, plate and sticker combinations or other devices 
or indicia for distinguishing vehicles registered under specific provisions of the 
Oregon Vehicle Code other than ORS 805.040, 805.105 or 805.205. Plates 
designed under this paragraph shall comply with the requirements of ORS 803.535. 
The fees for plates or indicia described in this paragraph are provided under ORS 
805.250.
 (2) Unless otherwise provided by statute or by rule of the department, indicia 
of registration that distinguish one kind of registration from another may not be 
transferred unless the new owner of the vehicle qualifies for that specific kind of 
registration.
 (3) The department may adopt rules concerning the disposition of plates, 
stickers, devices or other indicia of registration upon transfer of ownership of the 
vehicle or when the owner or the vehicle is no longer eligible for the particular 
indicia. The department may cancel or revoke registration for failure to comply with 
rules adopted under this section. [1983 c.338 §263; 1985 c.16 §103; 1985 c.547 
§15; 1985 c.668 §14; 1987 c.25 §4; 1989 c.43 §31; 1991 c.284 §21; 1991 c.383 §3; 
1991 c.481 §3; 1993 c.741 §117; 2007 c.564 §5]

 805.202 [2003 c.409 §2; 2007 c.564 §6; 2011 c.709 §7; repealed by 2015 c.806 
§10]

 805.205 Special plates for certain groups; rules; surcharge; disposition of 
moneys. (1) Except as provided in subsection (7) of this section, the Department 
of Transportation shall provide for issuance of registration plates described in 
this section for nonprofit groups meeting the qualifications for tax exempt status 
under section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code and for institutions of higher 
education. Plates issued under this section may be issued to owners of motor 
vehicles registered under the provisions of ORS 803.420 (6)(a). Plates issued under 
this section may not contain expressions of political opinion or religious belief. Rules 
adopted under this section shall include, but need not be limited to, rules that:
 (a) Specify circumstances under which the department may cease to issue 
plates for any particular group.
 (b) Require each group for which plates are issued to file an annual statement 
on a form designed by the department showing that the group is a nonprofit group 
or is an institution of higher education and that the group or institution otherwise 
meets the qualifications imposed for eligibility for plates issued under this section. 
The statement shall include names and addresses of current directors or officers 
of the group or institution or of other persons authorized to speak for the group or 
institution on matters affecting plates issued under this section.
 (2)(a) Except as otherwise provided in paragraphs (b) and (c) of this subsection, 
in addition to any other fee authorized by law, upon issuance of a plate under 
this section and upon renewal of registration for a vehicle that has plates issued 
under this section, the department shall collect a surcharge for each year of the 
registration period. The surcharge shall be determined by the department by rule 
and may not be less than $2.50 per plate or more than $16 per plate. In setting the 
amount of the surcharge, the department shall consult with the nonprofit group for 
which the plates are issued.
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 (b) In addition to any other fee authorized by law, upon issuance of a plate 
under this section that recognizes an institution of higher education in this state, 
and upon renewal of registration for a vehicle that has such plates, the department 
shall collect a surcharge of $8 per plate for each year of the registration period.
 (c) In addition to any other fee authorized by law, upon issuance of a Share the 
Road registration plate the department shall collect a surcharge of $5 per year of 
registration.
 (3) Plates issued under this section shall be from the current regular issue of 
plates except that:
 (a) If the group requesting the plates is an institution of higher education, the 
plates shall, upon request, contain words that indicate the plates are issued to 
recognize the institution or shall contain the institution’s logo or an image of the 
institution’s mascot; or
 (b) If the group requesting the plates is a group that recognizes fallen public 
safety officers, the plates shall, upon request, contain a decal that indicates the 
plates are issued to recognize fallen public safety officers.
 (4) Except as otherwise required by the design chosen, the plates shall comply 
with the requirements of ORS 803.535. The department shall determine how many 
sets of plates shall be manufactured for each group approved under this section. If 
the department does not sell or issue renewal for 500 sets of plates for a particular 
group in any one year, the department shall cease production of those plates.
 (5) Except as otherwise provided in subsection (6) of this section, each group 
that is found by the department to be eligible for plates issued under this section 
may designate an account into which the net proceeds of the surcharge collected 
by the department under subsection (2) of this section are to be deposited. The 
department shall keep accurate records of the number of plates issued for each 
group that qualifies. After payment of administrative expenses of the department, 
moneys collected under this section for each group shall be deposited by the 
department into an account specified by that group. If any group does not specify 
an account for the moneys collected from the sale of plates issued under this 
section, the department shall deposit moneys collected for those plates into the 
Passenger Rail Transportation Account established under ORS 802.100 to be used 
as other moneys in the account are used. Deposits under this subsection shall be 
made at least quarterly.
 (6)(a) Each institution of higher education that requests a plate under this 
section shall designate an account in the general fund of the institution, and the 
proceeds in the account shall be used for the purpose of academic enrichment at 
the institution.
 (b) Net proceeds of the surcharge collected by the department for Share the 
Road registration plates shall be deposited into two accounts designated by The 
Street Trust Community Fund and Cycle Oregon. The department shall evenly 
distribute the net proceeds to each account. Deposits under this paragraph shall 
be made at least quarterly. At any time that the department determines that the 
accounts designated by The Street Trust Community Fund and Cycle Oregon 
cease to exist, the department may deposit the proceeds into the Passenger Rail 
Transportation Account established under ORS 802.100.
 (c) Net proceeds of the surcharge collected by the department for Keep Kids 
Safe registration plates shall be deposited into an account designated by the 
Children’s Trust Fund of Oregon Foundation to fund strategies and approaches 
shown to prevent or reduce child abuse. Deposits made under this paragraph 
shall be made at least quarterly. At any time that the department determines 
that the account designated by the Children’s Trust Fund of Oregon Foundation 
ceases to exist, the department shall deposit the proceeds into the Keep Kids Safe 
Registration Plate Account established in ORS 805.207. At the beginning of each 
biennium, the Early Learning Council shall evenly distribute the moneys in the Keep 
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Kids Safe Registration Plate Account to the counties in this state, until each county 
receives $1,000. After each county has received $1,000, the council shall distribute 
any remaining moneys to each county in an amount equal to the percentage of 
Keep Kids Safe registration plates sold in that county. Each county shall use the 
moneys received under this paragraph solely for the purpose of funding strategies 
and approaches shown to prevent or reduce child abuse.
 (7) The department may not accept applications to create new group registration 
plates on or after August 12, 2015. [1993 c.741 §116; 1997 c.672 §1; 2001 c.102 §6; 
2001 c.124 §4; 2003 c.409 §3; 2007 c.520 §1; 2007 c.564 §7; 2007 c.667 §3; 2009 
c.621 §3; 2011 c.698 §1; 2012 c.37 §§68,68a; 2015 c.806 §15; 2017 c.750 §39k; 
2018 c.93 §4]

 Note: The amendments to 805.205 by section 61, chapter 631, Oregon Laws 
2021, become operative January 1, 2023. See section 64, chapter 631, Oregon 
Laws 2021. The text that is operative on and after January 1, 2023, is set forth for 
the user’s convenience.

 805.205. (1) Except as provided in subsection (7) of this section, the 
Department of Transportation shall provide for issuance of registration plates 
described in this section for nonprofit groups meeting the qualifications for tax 
exempt status under section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code and for 
institutions of higher education. Plates issued under this section may be issued to 
owners of motor vehicles registered under the provisions of ORS 803.420 (6)(a). 
Plates issued under this section may not contain expressions of political opinion 
or religious belief. Rules adopted under this section shall include, but need not be 
limited to, rules that:
 (a) Specify circumstances under which the department may cease to issue 
plates for any particular group.
 (b) Require each group for which plates are issued to file an annual statement 
on a form designed by the department showing that the group is a nonprofit group 
or is an institution of higher education and that the group or institution otherwise 
meets the qualifications imposed for eligibility for plates issued under this section. 
The statement shall include names and addresses of current directors or officers 
of the group or institution or of other persons authorized to speak for the group or 
institution on matters affecting plates issued under this section.
 (2)(a) Except as otherwise provided in paragraphs (b) and (c) of this subsection, 
in addition to any other fee authorized by law, upon issuance of a plate under 
this section and upon renewal of registration for a vehicle that has plates issued 
under this section, the department shall collect a surcharge for each year of the 
registration period. The surcharge shall be determined by the department by rule 
and may not be less than $2.50 per plate or more than $16 per plate. In setting the 
amount of the surcharge, the department shall consult with the nonprofit group for 
which the plates are issued.
 (b) In addition to any other fee authorized by law, upon issuance of a plate under 
this section that recognizes an institution of higher education in this state, and 
upon renewal of registration for a vehicle that has such plates, the department shall 
collect a surcharge of $8 per plate for each year of the registration period.
 (c) In addition to any other fee authorized by law, upon issuance of a Share the 
Road registration plate the department shall collect a surcharge of $5 per year of 
registration.
 (3) Plates issued under this section shall be from the current regular issue of 
plates except that:
 (a) If the group requesting the plates is an institution of higher education, the 
plates shall, upon request, contain words that indicate the plates are issued to 
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recognize the institution or shall contain the institution’s logo or an image of the 
institution’s mascot; or
 (b) If the group requesting the plates is a group that recognizes fallen public 
safety officers, the plates shall, upon request, contain a decal that indicates the 
plates are issued to recognize fallen public safety officers.
 (4) Except as otherwise required by the design chosen, the plates shall comply 
with the requirements of ORS 803.535. The department shall determine how many 
sets of plates shall be manufactured for each group approved under this section. If 
the department does not sell or issue renewal for 500 sets of plates for a particular 
group in any one year, the department shall cease production of those plates.
 (5) Except as otherwise provided in subsection (6) of this section, each group 
that is found by the department to be eligible for plates issued under this section 
may designate an account into which the net proceeds of the surcharge collected 
by the department under subsection (2) of this section are to be deposited. The 
department shall keep accurate records of the number of plates issued for each 
group that qualifies. After payment of administrative expenses of the department, 
moneys collected under this section for each group shall be deposited by the 
department into an account specified by that group. If any group does not specify 
an account for the moneys collected from the sale of plates issued under this 
section, the department shall deposit moneys collected for those plates into the 
Passenger Rail Transportation Account established under ORS 802.100 to be used 
as other moneys in the account are used. Deposits under this subsection shall be 
made at least quarterly.
 (6)(a) Each institution of higher education that requests a plate under this 
section shall designate an account in the general fund of the institution, and the 
proceeds in the account shall be used for the purpose of academic enrichment at 
the institution.
 (b) Net proceeds of the surcharge collected by the department for Share the 
Road registration plates shall be deposited into two accounts designated by The 
Street Trust Community Fund and Cycle Oregon. The department shall evenly 
distribute the net proceeds to each account. Deposits under this paragraph shall 
be made at least quarterly. At any time that the department determines that the 
accounts designated by The Street Trust Community Fund and Cycle Oregon 
cease to exist, the department may deposit the proceeds into the Passenger Rail 
Transportation Account established under ORS 802.100.
 (c) Net proceeds of the surcharge collected by the department for Keep Kids 
Safe registration plates shall be deposited into an account designated by the 
Children’s Trust Fund of Oregon Foundation to fund strategies and approaches 
shown to prevent or reduce child abuse. Deposits made under this paragraph 
shall be made at least quarterly. At any time that the department determines 
that the account designated by the Children’s Trust Fund of Oregon Foundation 
ceases to exist, the department shall deposit the proceeds into the Keep Kids Safe 
Registration Plate Account established in ORS 805.207. At the beginning of each 
biennium, the Department of Early Learning and Care shall evenly distribute the 
moneys in the Keep Kids Safe Registration Plate Account to the counties in this 
state, until each county receives $1,000. After each county has received $1,000, 
the Department of Early Learning and Care shall distribute any remaining moneys 
to each county in an amount equal to the percentage of Keep Kids Safe registration 
plates sold in that county. Each county shall use the moneys received under this 
paragraph solely for the purpose of funding strategies and approaches shown to 
prevent or reduce child abuse.
 (7) The Department of Transportation may not accept applications to create new 
group registration plates on or after August 12, 2015.
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 805.206 [1997 c.672 §3; 2003 c.409 §4; 2007 c.564 §8; repealed by 2015 c.806 
§14]

 805.207 Keep Kids Safe Registration Plate Account. The Keep Kids Safe 
Registration Plate Account is established within the Early Learning Division Fund. 
All moneys received by the Early Learning Council from the sale of Keep Kids 
Safe registration plates shall be deposited into the account and are continuously 
appropriated to the council to be distributed to counties as provided in ORS 
805.205. [2012 c.37 §68b; 2013 c.624 §23]

 Note: The amendments to 805.207 by section 62, chapter 631, Oregon Laws 
2021, become operative January 1, 2023. See section 64, chapter 631, Oregon 
Laws 2021. The text that is operative on and after January 1, 2023, is set forth for 
the user’s convenience.

 805.207. The Keep Kids Safe Registration Plate Account is established within 
the Department of Early Learning and Care Fund. All moneys received by the 
Department of Early Learning and Care from the sale of Keep Kids Safe registration 
plates shall be deposited into the account and are continuously appropriated to the 
department to be distributed to counties as provided in ORS 805.205.

 Note: 805.207 was enacted into law by the Legislative Assembly but was not 
added to or made a part of the Oregon Vehicle Code or any chapter or series 
therein by legislative action. See Preface to Oregon Revised Statutes for further 
explanation.

 805.208 [2001 c.152 §2; 2007 c.564 §9; renumbered 805.107 in 2007]

 805.210 Special interest vehicle plates. (1) The owner of a vehicle of special 
interest may apply to the Department of Transportation for permission to use 
special interest registration plates. To receive permission to use special interest 
registration plates the person must:
 (a) Maintain the vehicle of special interest as a collectors’ item and use the 
vehicle only for exhibitions, parades, club activities and similar uses but not use the 
vehicle primarily for the transportation of persons or property;
 (b) Supply the special interest registration plates which the person desires to 
use; and
 (c) Include the plates with the application for permission to use them.
 (2) The department, prior to approval of an application under this section, 
shall determine that the special interest registration plates meet the following 
requirements:
 (a) The plates shall be issued by the State of Oregon for use on vehicles in this 
state.
 (b) The numbers and characters on the plate shall be distinctive.
 (c) The plates shall be legible, durable and otherwise of a size, shape, color and 
design that will serve the purposes of safety and identification.
 (d) If the plates are from a series of plates in current use, the plates shall be 
from the same year or period of issue in which the vehicle was manufactured.
 (3) If the special interest registration plate offered for approval was issued in a 
year in which single registration plates only were required, the department shall 
grant permission for use of that registration plate alone if it is otherwise acceptable.
 (4) If the special interest registration plates offered for approval are from a 
series of plates in current use, as described in subsection (2)(d) of this section, 
the department may affix a distinctive sticker to each plate at the time of approval. 
Stickers shall be of a size, color and design determined by the department and 
shall be displayed on plates in the manner determined by the department.
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 (5) The department may approve plates issued by the state that have been 
restored to their original color and design provided that if the plate was reflectorized 
when originally issued, it must be fully reflectorized when restored. [1983 c.338 
§264; 1985 c.570 §1; 1991 c.896 §1; 1993 c.741 §130; 2003 c.122 §5]

 805.220 Elected official plates; qualifications; fee; rules. (1) Upon 
application by an elected official who qualifies under this section, the Department 
of Transportation shall issue registration plates described under this section to 
the official for use on the motor vehicle of the person. Registration plates issued 
under this section may be displayed on the vehicle of the person in lieu of regular 
registration plates issued under the vehicle code.
 (2) The following apply to registration plates issued under this section:
 (a) The plates shall be considered customized plates for purposes of the fee in 
ORS 805.250.
 (b) The plates shall be assigned to a specific vehicle.
 (c) The plates shall be issued in addition to regular registration plates issued for 
a vehicle at the option of the applicant.
 (d) The plates shall not be transferable from vehicle to vehicle except as 
provided by the department by rule.
 (e) The plates shall be valid for the term of office of the qualifying official. If the 
person is elected to a subsequent term of office, the department may provide for 
validation of the plate for the subsequent term by means of a sticker or by any other 
means the department determines convenient.
 (f) The person to whom the plates are issued may retain the plates after the 
person’s term of office, but the plates shall not be valid if displayed on any vehicle 
while the person is not holding the office for which the plates were issued.
 (3) Only the following elected officials qualify for issuance of registration plates 
under this section:
 (a) The Secretary of State.
 (b) The State Treasurer.
 (c) Members of the Oregon Legislative Assembly.
 (d) Members of the Oregon Congressional Delegation.
 (4) Nothing in this section applies to or affects the authority of the department to 
issue distinctive registration plates on vehicles owned by this state that are provided 
for use of the Governor.
 (5) The department shall adopt rules necessary to carry out the purposes of this 
section. [1985 c.16 §105; 1993 c.741 §131]

 805.222 Special registration program; rules. (1) The Department of 
Transportation shall establish a special registration program and provide 
for issuance of special registration plates for nonprofit groups meeting the 
qualifications for tax exempt status under section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue 
Code, for institutions of higher education and for public bodies, as defined in ORS 
174.109.
 (2) Plates issued under this section may be issued to owners of motor vehicles 
registered under the provisions of ORS 803.420 (6)(a). In addition, the department 
may adopt rules for issuance of special registration plates issued pursuant to this 
section for vehicles not registered under ORS 803.420 (6)(a).
 (3) Plates issued under this section may not contain expressions of political 
opinion or religious belief.
 (4) Rules adopted under this section shall include, but need not be limited to, 
rules that:
 (a) Describe general qualifications to be met by any nonprofit group, institution 
of higher education or public body in order to be eligible for plates issued under this 
section.
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 (b) Specify circumstances under which the department may cease to issue 
plates under this section.
 (c) Require each nonprofit group, institution of higher education or public body 
for which plates are issued to file an annual statement on a form designed by 
the department showing that the group is a nonprofit group, institution of higher 
education or public body and that the nonprofit group, institution of higher education 
or public body otherwise meets the qualifications imposed for eligibility for plates 
issued under this section. The statement shall include names and addresses of 
current directors or officers of the nonprofit group, institution of higher education 
or public body or of other persons authorized to speak for the nonprofit group, 
institution of higher education or public body on matters affecting plates issued 
under this section.
 (d) Specify the manner in which a nonprofit group, institution of higher education 
or public body may apply for a special registration plate.
 (5) In addition to any other fee authorized by law, for each set of special 
registration plates issued pursuant to this section, the department shall collect a 
surcharge of $40 payable when the plates are issued and upon each subsequent 
renewal of registration of a vehicle bearing the plates. The department shall 
distribute the moneys from the surcharge as provided in subsection (8) of this 
section.
 (6) The department, in consultation with the nonprofit group, institution of higher 
education or public body requesting the special registration plate, shall develop a 
unique design for each plate issued under this section. Any design must comply 
with requirements described under ORS 803.535.
 (7) The department shall determine how many sets of plates shall be 
manufactured for each plate approved under this section. If the department does 
not issue 2,000 sets of plates for a particular nonprofit group, institution of higher 
education or public body in any one year, the department shall cease production of 
those plates.
 (8) Each nonprofit group, institution of higher education or public body that is 
found by the department to be eligible for plates issued under this section may 
designate an account into which the net proceeds of the surcharge collected 
by the department under subsection (5) of this section are to be deposited. The 
department shall keep accurate records of the number of plates issued for each 
nonprofit group, institution of higher education or public body that qualifies. After 
payment of administrative expenses of the department, moneys collected under 
this section for a nonprofit group, institution of higher education or public body shall 
be deposited by the department into an account specified by that nonprofit group, 
institution of higher education or public body. If any nonprofit group, institution 
of higher education or public body does not specify an account for the moneys 
collected from the sale of plates issued under this section, the department shall 
deposit moneys collected for those plates into the Passenger Rail Transportation 
Account established under ORS 802.100 to be used as other moneys in the 
account are used. Deposits under this subsection shall be made at least quarterly. 
[2015 c.806 §12; 2017 c.750 §39L]

 805.225 Special registration plate; qualifications; application; fee; rules. (1) 
A nonprofit group, institution of higher education or public body, as defined in ORS 
174.109, that requests issuance of a special registration plate under ORS 805.222 
shall:
 (a) Submit an application, in the manner prescribed by the Department of 
Transportation by rule.
 (b) Pay to the department the anticipated costs of adding the plate to the special 
registration plate program, as determined by the department. The department shall 
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refund any amount of the payment that is not needed to pay the costs of adding the 
plate to the program.
 (c) Collect and hold prepaid vouchers for new special registration plates, until it 
has received at least 3,000 vouchers along with required fees. Once a participating 
nonprofit group, institution of higher education or public body has received at least 
3,000 vouchers, it shall submit the vouchers, along with the required fees, to the 
department.
 (2) The department shall begin designing, producing and issuing the plates 
after the nonprofit group, institution of higher education or public body submits the 
following:
 (a) The application;
 (b) Payment for the anticipated costs of adding the plate as determined under 
subsection (1) of this section; and
 (c) Three thousand prepaid vouchers along with required fees.
 (3) For purposes of this section, costs of adding a new special registration plate 
include, but are not limited to, computer programming costs and vendor set-up fees.
 (4) The department shall adopt rules for the administration and implementation 
of the special registration plate program. [2015 c.806 §13]

 805.230 Amateur radio operator plates; fee. (1) A motor vehicle owner who 
is a resident of this state and who holds a valid, unrevoked and unexpired official 
amateur radio station license issued by the Federal Communications Commission 
may obtain from the Department of Transportation special registration plates 
designed by the department for use on the vehicle in lieu of the regularly issued 
registration plates for the vehicle. To obtain special registration plates described 
under this section, a person must submit to the department the fee established 
under ORS 805.250 for issuance of the special registration plates.
 (2) Upon the revocation or expiration of the radio license, the person must return 
the plates issued under this section to the department and receive in lieu thereof 
regular registration plates. [1983 c.338 §265; 1985 c.16 §106; 1993 c.741 §132]

 805.240 Customized plates; fee. The Department of Transportation is 
authorized to issue customized registration plates upon the request of vehicle 
owners. Such registration plates shall meet the requirements for registration plates 
described in ORS 803.535. The fee for issuance of the customized plates is as 
provided under ORS 805.250. [1983 c.338 §266; 1993 c.741 §133]

 805.242 Transfer of plates that are not from current issue; fee. 
Notwithstanding ORS 803.530, the Department of Transportation shall approve 
a request to transfer registration plates that are not from a current issue of plates 
if the owner of the plates submits an application for transfer along with the plate 
transfer fee and the fee for a customized registration plate established in ORS 
805.250, in addition to any required registration fee. Upon transfer of the plates, the 
plates shall for all purposes be considered customized registration plates issued as 
provided in ORS 805.240. [1993 c.741 §116a; 2018 c.114 §15]

 805.250 Fees for special plates. This section establishes fees for issuance 
of registration plates authorized under ORS 805.200. If a fee for plates authorized 
in ORS 805.200 is not established in this section, the fee is the same fee as 
established under ORS 803.570. Where a fee is established under this section, 
the fee is in addition to the fee established under ORS 803.570 unless otherwise 
provided in the following:
 (1) Amateur radio operator registration plates issued under ORS 805.230, $5.
 (2) Customized registration plates issued under ORS 805.240:
 (a) For original issuance or renewal, $50 annual fee.



SPECIAL REGISTRATION PROVISIONS

OREGON VEHICLE CODE (2021 Edition)Page 118

 (b) For issuance of a duplicate or replacement plate, $5 when the plate is issued 
at the time of renewal of registration or $10 when the plate is issued at any other 
time.
 (3) Special interest registration plates approved under ORS 805.210 are 
approved without cost except as provided in this subsection, including without 
payment of the fee established under ORS 803.570. If identifying stickers are 
required, $1 per sticker or pair of stickers.
 (4) Dealer plates issued under ORS 822.020 and 822.040 are as follows:
 (a) For the original dealer plate, no fee except the fee established under ORS 
803.570.
 (b) For replacement dealer plates, $10 for each plate except that persons 
dealing exclusively in motorcycles, mopeds, snowmobiles or any combination of 
those vehicles shall pay only $3 for each replacement plate.
 (c) For additional plates, or for renewal of registration, $42, except that persons 
dealing exclusively in motorcycles, mopeds or snowmobiles or any combination 
of those vehicles shall pay only $9 for each additional plate, or for renewal of 
registration.
 (5) Special vehicle transporter plates or devices issued under ORS 822.310, $5 
for each plate or device. [1983 c.338 §270; 1985 c.16 §109; 1985 c.174 §7; 1985 
c.400 §3; 1985 c.570 §2; 1985 c.668 §15; 1987 c.25 §5; 1987 c.261 §2; 1989 c.43 
§32; 1991 c.481 §4; 1993 c.741 §134; 1999 c.977 §§22,22a; 1999 c.1009 §2; 2007 
c.667 §4; 2009 c.865 §45]

(Salmon Registration Plate)

 805.255 Salmon registration plate; rules; fees. (1) The Department of 
Transportation shall establish a salmon registration plate program to issue special 
registration plates called “salmon registration plates” upon request to owners of 
motor vehicles registered under the provisions of ORS 803.420 (6)(a) to observe 
the importance of salmonid to Oregon. In addition, the department may adopt rules 
for issuance of salmon registration plates for vehicles not registered under the 
provisions of ORS 803.420 (6)(a).
 (2) In addition to any other fee authorized by law, for each salmon registration 
plate issued under subsection (1) of this section, the department shall collect a 
surcharge of $7.50 for each year of the registration period, payable when the plate 
is issued and upon each subsequent renewal of registration of a vehicle bearing the 
plate. The department shall distribute the surcharge as provided in ORS 805.256. 
[1997 c.672 §6; 2001 c.124 §5; 2003 c.14 §464; 2003 c.409 §5; 2017 c.750 §39m]

 805.256 Disposition of moneys from salmon registration plate surcharge. 
(1) After deduction of the cost of administration of the salmon registration plate 
program, moneys from the surcharge imposed by ORS 805.255 shall be transferred 
and appropriated as follows:
 (a) Half of the moneys shall be transferred to the Watershed Conservation Grant 
Fund and used only for funding projects under ORS 541.956 to:
 (A) Protect or restore native salmon habitat; or
 (B) Restore natural watershed or ecosystem functions by removing artificial 
obstructions to native salmon migration.
 (b) Half of the moneys shall be transferred to the State Parks and Recreation 
Department Fund established under ORS 390.134 and continuously appropriated 
for the purposes described in ORS 390.134 (4).
 (2) As used in this section, “the cost of administration of the salmon registration 
plate program” is the sum of all Department of Transportation expenses for the 
issuance or transfer of salmon registration plates under ORS 805.255 that are 
above the normal costs of issuing, renewing and transferring registration plates in 
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the normal course of the business of the department. These expenses include, but 
are not limited to, the costs of collecting the salmon registration plate surcharge and 
transferring salmon registration plates. [1997 c.672 §7; 2003 c.14 §465; 2009 c.21 
§37; 2011 c.643 §19; 2015 c.742 §1]

(Cultural Registration Plate)

 805.260 Cultural registration plates; rules; fees. (1) The Department of 
Transportation shall establish a cultural registration plate program to issue special 
registration plates called “cultural registration plates” upon request to owners of 
motor vehicles registered under the provisions of ORS 803.420 (6)(a) to observe 
the importance of culture to Oregon. In addition, the department may adopt rules 
for issuance of cultural registration plates for vehicles not registered under the 
provisions of ORS 803.420 (6)(a).
 (2) In addition to any other fee authorized by law, for each cultural registration 
plate issued under subsection (1) of this section, the department shall collect a 
surcharge of $25 payable when the plate is issued and upon each subsequent 
renewal of registration of a vehicle bearing the plate. The department shall 
distribute the surcharge as provided in ORS 805.261.
 (3) The department, in consultation with the Trust for Cultural Development 
Board, shall design the cultural registration plates. The plates shall meet the 
requirements for registration plates described in ORS 803.535. [2001 c.954 §21; 
2003 c.409 §7; 2017 c.750 §39n; 2020 c.1 §1]

 805.261 Disposition of moneys from cultural registration plate surcharge. 
(1) After deduction of the cost of administration of the cultural registration plate 
program, moneys from the surcharge imposed by ORS 805.260 shall be transferred 
to the Trust for Cultural Development Account established under ORS 359.405.
 (2) As used in this section, “the cost of administration of the cultural registration 
plate program” is the sum of all Department of Transportation expenses for the 
issuance or transfer of cultural registration plates under ORS 805.260 that are 
above the normal costs of issuing, renewing and transferring registration plates in 
the normal course of the business of the department. These expenses include, but 
are not limited to, the costs of collecting the cultural registration plate surcharge and 
transferring cultural registration plates. [2001 c.954 §22; 2005 c.755 §56]

(Crater Lake National Park Registration Plate)

 805.263 Crater Lake National Park registration plate; rules; fees. (1) 
The Department of Transportation shall establish a Crater Lake National Park 
registration plate program to issue special registration plates called “Crater Lake 
National Park registration plates” upon request to owners of motor vehicles 
registered under the provisions of ORS 803.420 (6)(a) to commemorate the 100th 
anniversary of Crater Lake National Park. The department may adopt rules for 
issuance of Crater Lake National Park registration plates for vehicles that are not 
registered under the provisions of ORS 803.420 (6)(a).
 (2) In addition to any other fee authorized by law, for each Crater Lake National 
Park registration plate issued under subsection (1) of this section, the department 
shall collect a surcharge of $15 payable when the plate is issued. The department 
shall distribute the surcharge as provided in ORS 805.264. [2001 c.824 §1; 2003 
c.409 §6; 2017 c.87 §1; 2017 c.750 §39o]

 Note: 805.263 and 805.264 were enacted into law by the Legislative Assembly 
but were not added to or made a part of the Oregon Vehicle Code or any chapter 
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or series therein by legislative action. See Preface to Oregon Revised Statutes for 
further explanation.

 805.264 Disposition of moneys from Crater Lake National Park registration 
plate surcharge. (1) After deduction of the cost of administration of the Crater 
Lake National Park registration plate program, the Department of Transportation 
shall transfer moneys from the surcharge imposed by ORS 805.263 to the Oregon 
Community Foundation for use on Crater Lake National Park projects.
 (2) As used in this section, “the cost of administration of the Crater Lake 
National Park registration plate program” is the sum of all Department of 
Transportation expenses for the issuance or transfer of Crater Lake National Park 
registration plates under ORS 805.263 that are above the normal costs of issuing, 
renewing and transferring registration plates in the normal course of business in the 
department. These expenses include, but are not limited to, the costs of collecting 
the Crater Lake National Park registration plate surcharge and transferring Crater 
Lake National Park registration plates. [2001 c.824 §2; 2007 c.341 §1]

 Note: See note under 805.263.

(Wine Country Registration Plate)

 805.266 Wine country registration plate; fee. (1) The Department of 
Transportation shall establish a wine country registration plate program to issue 
special registration plates called “wine country registration plates” upon request to 
owners of motor vehicles registered under the provisions of ORS 803.420 (6)(a).
 (2) In addition to any other fee authorized by law, for each set of wine country 
registration plates issued under subsection (1) of this section, the department shall 
collect a surcharge of $30 payable when the plates are issued and upon each 
subsequent renewal of registration of a vehicle bearing the plates. The department 
shall transfer the moneys from the surcharge as provided in ORS 805.272. [2011 
c.709 §2; 2015 c.138 §24; 2017 c.750 §39p]

 805.268 Wine country registration plate design. (1) The Department of 
Transportation, in consultation with the Oregon Tourism Commission and Travel 
Salem, shall design the wine country registration plates issued under ORS 805.266.
 (2) Except as otherwise required by subsection (1) of this section, wine country 
registration plates shall comply with the requirements of ORS 803.535. [2011 c.709 
§5]

 805.272 Disposition of moneys from wine country registration plate 
surcharge. (1) After the deduction of the cost of administration of the wine country 
registration plate program, the Department of Transportation shall deposit the net 
proceeds of the surcharge collected by the department under ORS 805.266 into the 
account of the Oregon Tourism Commission established under ORS 284.131. The 
department shall make deposits under this subsection at least quarterly.
 (2) Moneys deposited under subsection (1) of this section are continuously 
appropriated to the Oregon Tourism Commission for the purposes set forth in ORS 
284.131.
 (3) As used in this section, “the cost of administration of the wine country 
registration plate program” means the sum of all department expenses for the 
issuance or transfer of wine country registration plates under ORS 805.266 that 
are above the normal costs of issuing, renewing and transferring registration plates 
in the normal course of the business of the department. These expenses include, 
but are not limited to, the costs of collecting the wine country registration plate 
surcharge and transferring wine country registration plates. [2011 c.709 §4]
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 805.274 Distribution of moneys; rules. (1) After payment of the cost of 
production of the wine country registration plates including administrative expenses 
relating to marketing the wine country registration plates issued under ORS 
805.266, the Oregon Tourism Commission shall distribute the moneys received 
from the Department of Transportation pursuant to ORS 805.272 as follows:
 (a) One half of the moneys shall be distributed as matching grants. The 
commission shall develop a matching grant program and shall award grants to 
tourism promotion agencies for tourism promotion of wine and culinary tourism. The 
commission shall establish the maximum grant amount in the applicant guidelines 
prepared for the matching grant program in each biennium. No more than 50 
percent of the total cost of a project may be paid for with moneys from the program. 
An applicant must show a minimum one-to-one match from private or public 
sources other than Oregon Business Development Department or commission 
programs. The applicant must also show a cash match of at least 50 percent of the 
amount requested under the matching grant program.
 (b) One half of the moneys shall be distributed to tourism promotion agencies 
for the purpose of wine and culinary tourism promotion. The commission shall 
distribute the moneys in proportion to the amount of acreage in each region used 
for wine grape production. The commission shall designate a tourism promotion 
agency for each region. The regions shall include the mid-Willamette Valley region 
and each other major wine producing region of the state as determined by the 
commission. The commission shall require, by rule, tourism promotion agencies 
to collaborate with the Oregon Wine Board and relevant regional wine industry 
associations designated by the commission whenever the tourism promotion 
agencies develop expenditure plans for moneys distributed by the commission 
under this section.
 (2) The commission annually shall submit a report on the moneys distributed 
under this section to the Legislative Assembly in the manner provided in ORS 
192.245 on or before October 1.
 (3) The commission shall adopt rules to carry out this section.
 (4) As used in this section:
 (a) “Mid-Willamette Valley region” means Marion, Polk and Yamhill Counties.
 (b) “Tourism promotion” has the meaning given that term in ORS 320.300.
 (c) “Tourism promotion agency” has the meaning given that term in ORS 
320.300. [2011 c.709 §6; 2016 c.124 §1]

(Portland Trail Blazers Registration Plate)

 805.278 Portland Trail Blazers registration plate; rules; fee. (1) The 
Department of Transportation shall establish a Portland Trail Blazers registration 
plate program to issue special registration plates to support charitable initiatives 
through the Trail Blazers Foundation established by the Portland Trail Blazers. The 
special registration plates shall be issued upon request to owners of motor vehicles 
registered under ORS 803.420 (6)(a). In addition, the department may adopt rules 
for issuance of Portland Trail Blazers registration plates for vehicles not registered 
under ORS 803.420 (6)(a).
 (2) In addition to any other fee authorized by law, for each set of Portland 
Trail Blazers registration plates issued under subsection (1) of this section, the 
department shall collect a surcharge of $40 payable when the plates are issued 
and upon each subsequent renewal of registration of a vehicle bearing the plates. 
The department shall distribute the moneys from the surcharge as provided in ORS 
805.279.
 (3) Notwithstanding ORS 803.530, Portland Trail Blazers registration plates may 
be transferred from vehicle to vehicle if the department stops issuing the plates, as 
long as the plates are legible and capable of being used for identification purposes.
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 (4) The Portland Trail Blazers registration plate must include the name or logo of 
the Portland Trail Blazers basketball team. The department shall design the plate in 
consultation with the Portland Trail Blazers. The final design of the plate is subject to 
approval by the Portland Trail Blazers. The department may enter into agreements 
necessary for the use of the logo, name, marks or slogans associated with the 
Portland Trail Blazers or the National Basketball Association.
 (5) Except as otherwise required by the design approved by the department, 
Portland Trail Blazers registration plates must comply with the requirements of ORS 
803.535. [2015 c.806 §2; 2017 c.750 §39q; 2018 c.114 §12]

 805.279 Disposition of moneys from Portland Trail Blazers registration 
plate surcharge. (1) Moneys from the surcharge imposed by ORS 805.278 must 
be transferred to the Trail Blazers Foundation established by the Portland Trail 
Blazers after deduction of the cost of administration of the Portland Trail Blazers 
registration plate program, including but not limited to the costs of collecting the 
Portland Trail Blazers registration plate surcharge and transferring Portland Trail 
Blazers registration plates that are above the normal costs of issuing, renewing and 
transferring registration plates in the normal course of business of the Department 
of Transportation. Any royalties due to the National Basketball Association are the 
responsibility of the Portland Trail Blazers.
 (2) The Trail Blazers Foundation shall use the surcharge proceeds received 
under this section to issue grants for youth-related programs and initiatives.
 (3) Each year, the Trail Blazers Foundation shall report to a committee or interim 
committee of the Legislative Assembly related to transportation. The report must 
provide information about the grants awarded with the funds from the surcharge. 
[2015 c.806 §3]

(Breast Cancer Awareness Registration Plate)

 805.283 Breast cancer awareness registration plate; rules; fee. (1) The 
Department of Transportation shall establish a breast cancer awareness registration 
plate program to issue special registration plates called “breast cancer awareness 
registration plates” upon request to owners of motor vehicles registered under 
ORS 803.420 (6)(a). In addition, the department may adopt rules for issuance of 
breast cancer awareness registration plates for vehicles not registered under ORS 
803.420 (6)(a).
 (2) In addition to any other fee authorized by law, for each set of breast cancer 
awareness registration plates issued under subsection (1) of this section, the 
department shall collect a surcharge of $40 payable when the plates are issued and 
upon each subsequent renewal of registration of a vehicle bearing the plates. The 
department shall distribute the surcharge as provided in ORS 805.285.
 (3) Notwithstanding ORS 803.530, breast cancer awareness registration plates 
may be transferred from vehicle to vehicle if the department stops issuing the 
plates, as long as the plates are legible and capable of being used for identification 
purposes. [2015 c.806 §6; 2017 c.750 §39r; 2018 c.114 §13]

 805.285 Disposition of moneys from breast cancer awareness registration 
plate surcharge. (1) Moneys from the surcharge imposed by ORS 805.283 must 
be transferred to the Oregon Health Authority Fund established by ORS 413.101 
after deduction of the cost of administration of the breast cancer awareness 
registration plate program, including but not limited to the costs of collecting the 
breast cancer awareness registration plate surcharge and transferring breast 
cancer awareness registration plates that are above the normal costs of issuing, 
renewing and transferring registration plates in the normal course of business of the 
Department of Transportation.
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 (2) Moneys deposited under subsection (1) of this section are continuously 
appropriated to the Oregon Health Authority for activities under ORS 414.534 
related to early detection of breast and cervical cancers as part of the Oregon 
Breast and Cervical Cancer Program. [2015 c.806 §7]

(Pacific Wonderland Registration Plate)

 805.287 Pacific Wonderland registration plate; rules; fee. (1) The 
Department of Transportation shall establish a Pacific Wonderland registration plate 
program to issue special registration plates called “Pacific Wonderland registration 
plates” upon request to owners of motor vehicles registered under the provisions 
of ORS 803.420 (6)(a). In addition, the department may adopt rules for issuance 
of Pacific Wonderland registration plates for vehicles not registered under the 
provisions of ORS 803.420 (6)(a).
 (2) In addition to any other fee authorized by law, for each set of Pacific 
Wonderland registration plates issued under subsection (1) of this section, the 
department shall collect a surcharge of $100 payable when the plates are issued. 
The department shall transfer the moneys from the surcharge as provided in ORS 
805.289.
 (3) Notwithstanding ORS 803.530, Pacific Wonderland registration plates may 
be transferred from vehicle to vehicle if the department stops issuing the plates, as 
long as the plates are legible and capable of being used for identification purposes. 
[2009 c.823 §2; 2011 c.709 §8; 2015 c.390 §1; 2015 c.806 §18; 2017 c.750 §39s; 
2018 c.93 §36; 2018 c.114 §14]

 805.289 Disposition of moneys from Pacific Wonderland registration 
plate surcharge. (1) After deduction of the cost of administration of the Pacific 
Wonderland registration plate program, the Department of Transportation shall 
transfer 50 percent of the moneys from the surcharge imposed by ORS 805.287 
to the Oregon State Capitol Foundation for the general purposes of the foundation 
under ORS 173.500 and 50 percent to the Oregon Historical Society.
 (2) As used in this section, the cost of administration of the Pacific Wonderland 
registration plate program is the sum of all department expenses for the issuance 
or transfer of Pacific Wonderland registration plates under ORS 805.287 that are 
above the normal costs of issuing, renewing and transferring registration plates in 
the normal course of the business of the department. These expenses include, but 
are not limited to, the costs of collecting the Pacific Wonderland registration plate 
surcharge and transferring Pacific Wonderland registration plates. [2009 c.823 §3; 
2010 c.30 §7; 2015 c.390 §2]

FARM VEHICLES

 805.300 Farm vehicle registration; general requirements; fees. Any farmer 
who is the owner of a motor vehicle may apply to the Department of Transportation 
for and, upon payment of appropriate fees, may receive farm vehicle registration 
described in this section to operate the vehicle. Farm vehicle registration is subject 
to the following as described:
 (1) Application is as provided under ORS 805.320.
 (2) Qualification is as provided under ORS 805.310.
 (3) The fees are as provided under ORS 803.420.
 (4) The registration period is as provided under ORS 803.415.
 (5) Once registered under a farm vehicle registration, a vehicle may be used 
only for purposes described under ORS 805.390. Violation of limits imposed on use 
is punishable as provided under ORS 805.350.



SPECIAL REGISTRATION PROVISIONS

OREGON VEHICLE CODE (2021 Edition)Page 124

 (6) Vehicles are exempt from or subject to regulation under ORS chapter 825 as 
provided in ORS 825.024.
 (7) Transfer is subject to ORS 805.340.
 (8) The registration may be canceled as provided under ORS 805.380. [1983 
c.338 §766; 1985 c.16 §366; 1989 c.723 §15; 1993 c.741 §135; 1993 c.751 §109]

 805.310 Qualifications for registration. To qualify for issuance of registration 
described under ORS 805.300 a person must be engaged, either as owner or 
renter, in operating one or more farms, orchards or ranches actually producing 
agricultural products or raising livestock in sufficient quantities to reasonably require 
the use of the motor vehicle or vehicles for which the farm vehicle license is sought. 
Cooperative corporations or associations organized under the provisions of ORS 
chapter 62 or corporations or subsidiaries of corporations do not qualify for the 
issuance of licenses described under ORS 805.300 if owned by more than 100 
shareholders. As used in this section, “shareholder” has the meaning given that 
term in ORS 60.001. [1983 c.338 §769; 1985 c.16 §368; 1987 c.94 §109; 2003 c.80 
§26]

 805.320 Application for registration. Application for registration described 
under ORS 805.300 shall be made in a form prescribed by the Department of 
Transportation and certified to by the applicant and shall include all of the following:
 (1) The name and residence or business address of the applicant, except as 
provided for Address Confidentiality Program participants in ORS 192.846.
 (2) The number of acres as shown on the latest county real property tax 
statements of one or more of the farms, orchards or ranches upon which the motor 
vehicle sought to be registered is to be used.
 (3) The type and amount of agricultural commodities, agricultural products or 
livestock produced annually on one or more of the farms, orchards or ranches upon 
which the motor vehicle sought to be registered is to be used.
 (4) The number of trucks used on the one or more farms, orchards or ranches 
upon which the motor vehicle sought to be registered is to be used and the 
combined weight of the motor vehicle sought to be registered.
 (5) A statement that any motor vehicle registered under ORS 805.300:
 (a) Will be used for one or more of the purposes specified under ORS 805.390.
 (b) Will not be used, at any time while registered under ORS 805.300, for any 
other purpose or for the transportation of any other commodities or products for hire 
except as provided under ORS 825.024.
 (c) Is needed in the operation of the one or more farms, orchards or ranches 
upon which the motor vehicle sought to be registered is to be used.
 (6) Any other information required by the department.
 (7) Additional information required by law or by the department in making an 
application for regular registration for the motor vehicle.
 (8) The application shall contain a declaration that it is made under penalties 
for false certification. Violation of this subsection is subject to penalties under ORS 
805.370. [1983 c.338 §770; 1985 c.16 §369; 1989 c.723 §16; 1991 c.284 §22; 1993 
c.368 §2; 1993 c.751 §98; 1995 c.522 §2; 2007 c.542 §19; 2008 c.10 §4]

 805.322 Annual proof of qualification for farm vehicle registration. The 
owner of a vehicle or combination that has four or more axles and that is registered 
as a farm vehicle under ORS 805.300 or has a farm device issued pursuant to ORS 
805.400 shall annually show to the satisfaction of the Department of Transportation 
that the owner meets the qualifications of ORS 805.320. [1993 c.368 §4]

 805.330 [1983 c.338 §771; 1985 c.16 §370; repealed by 1993 c.751 §106]
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 805.340 Effect of sale of vehicle. Upon sale of a vehicle registered under 
ORS 805.300, prior to operation of the vehicle on a highway, the new owner must 
reregister the vehicle unless the new owner is qualified under ORS 805.310 to 
register the vehicle under ORS 805.300. [1983 c.338 §774; 1985 c.16 §371; 1993 
c.741 §136]

 805.350 Violation of farm registration limits; penalty. (1) A person commits 
the offense of violation of farm registration limits if the person uses or owns and 
permits to be used a vehicle registered under ORS 805.300 for purposes other than 
purposes described under ORS 805.390.
 (2) The offense described in this section, violation of farm registration limits, is a 
Class A misdemeanor. [1983 c.338 §775; 1985 c.16 §372]

 805.360 Failure to register farm vehicle properly; penalty. (1) A person 
commits the offense of failure to register a farm vehicle properly if the person is 
the new owner of a vehicle with registration under ORS 805.300, and the person 
operates the vehicle before properly registering it.
 (2) Nothing in this section prohibits a person from registering the vehicle under 
ORS 805.300 if qualifications for registration under that section are met.
 (3) The offense described in this section, failure to register a farm vehicle 
properly, is a Class A misdemeanor. [1983 c.338 §776; 1985 c.16 §373; 1993 c.741 
§137]

 805.370 False certification; penalty. (1) A person commits the offense of false 
certification on farm registration if the person knowingly certifies falsely to any 
information on any application for issuance of registration under ORS 805.320.
 (2) The offense described in this section, false certification on farm registration, 
is a Class A misdemeanor. [1983 c.338 §777; 1985 c.16 §374; 1993 c.751 §110]

 805.380 Department investigation; cancellation. The Department of 
Transportation shall have the authority to investigate and verify information provided 
in conjunction with application for registration under ORS 805.300. The department 
may cancel the registration of any vehicle that has registration issued under ORS 
805.300 if the owner or a lessee or an employee of either is convicted of violation 
of ORS 805.350 to 805.370, if the department determines that such person has 
violated ORS 805.350 to 805.370 whether or not the person is convicted for the 
violation or if the department determines that either the vehicle or the owner no 
longer qualifies for farm vehicle registration. If registration is canceled under this 
section, the vehicle shall not again be eligible for registration under ORS 805.300 
for a period of one year after the cancellation. [1985 c.16 §377; 1993 c.741 §138]

 805.390 Permitted uses of farm-registered vehicles. This section establishes 
the uses allowed for vehicles registered under ORS 805.300, and for vehicles 
authorized by ORS 805.400 to be registered under ORS 826.009 or 826.011. 
Vehicles with farm vehicle registration or farm vehicle proportional registration 
may only be used for purposes described in this section. Uses permitted on a farm 
under this section are also permitted on one or more farms, orchards or ranches of 
the qualifying farmer. Violation of the limits established under this section is subject 
to penalty under ORS 805.350. The following describes the uses permitted vehicles 
registered under ORS 805.300 and for vehicles authorized by ORS 805.400 to be 
registered under ORS 826.009 or 826.011:
 (1) The vehicles may be used in transporting the farmer’s own agricultural 
commodities, agricultural products or livestock that were originally grown or 
raised by the farmer on the farmer’s own farm. This subsection includes products 
and by-products of commodities or livestock that were packed, processed or 
manufactured by or for the farm operation so long as the farmer retains ownership 
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of the products but does not include products that have been transformed into a 
finished state. For purposes of this subsection, products have not been transformed 
into a finished state if the products:
 (a) Will be used in agricultural production;
 (b) Will be used in the production of another product;
 (c) Are not changed in visible character; or
 (d) Are of a type or kind ordinarily requiring further processing prior to sale to the 
ultimate consumer.
 (2) The vehicles may be used in any transportation that is incidental to the 
regular operation of the farmer’s farm.
 (3) The vehicles may be used to transport supplies, equipment or materials to 
the farmer’s farm that are consumed or used on the farm.
 (4) The vehicles may be used in transporting forest products to the farmer’s own 
farm or transporting for any purpose forest products originating on the farmer’s 
farm. The only forest products included under this subsection are forest materials 
originating on a farm or as an incident to the regular operation of a farm.
 (5) The vehicles may be used in the transportation of products, supplies, 
equipment or materials for another farmer who qualifies under ORS 805.310 on an 
exchange of labor basis if such products, supplies, equipment or materials are to be 
used or consumed on such farm or are directly related to the operation of the farm.
 (6) The vehicles may be operated for the personal use of the farmer, any 
member of the farmer’s immediate family or any person in the farmer’s employ.
 (7) The vehicles shall not be used to transport any of the following:
 (a) Piling.
 (b) Poles over 30 inches in circumference at the large end.
 (c) Except as otherwise provided in this paragraph, logs over eight feet six 
inches in length. A vehicle may be used to transport logs over eight feet six inches 
but not over 16 feet 6 inches in length if the vehicle has a loaded weight of 16,000 
pounds or less.
 (8) The vehicles may be partially operated under a permit issued by the 
Department of Transportation under ORS 825.102, as described in ORS 825.024. 
When operated under a permit issued under ORS 825.102, the vehicles are subject 
to ORS chapter 825.
 (9) The vehicles may be partially operated for hire as permitted in ORS 825.024 
(1)(c) and (d).
 (10) The vehicles may be rented or borrowed by a farmer to haul the farmer’s 
own products if the farmer would qualify for farm vehicle registration for vehicles of 
the type and size rented or borrowed.
 (11) The vehicles may be used in transporting straw, whether or not the straw 
was grown on the farmer’s own farm, if the transporting farmer is the one who bales 
the straw. [1983 c.338 §767; 1985 c.16 §367; 1985 c.668 §20; 1989 c.43 §33; 1993 
c.368 §5; 1995 c.248 §1; 1995 c.522 §5; 1999 c.59 §237]

 805.400 Proportional registration for farm vehicles; rules. (1) Any person 
who qualifies under ORS 805.310 for farm vehicle registration under ORS 805.300 
may choose to register farm qualified vehicles under the proportional registration 
provisions of ORS 826.009 or 826.011 in lieu of registering the vehicles under the 
farm vehicle registration provisions of ORS 805.300. Except as otherwise provided 
in this section, farm vehicles registered under ORS 826.009 or 826.011 are subject 
to the same requirements, conditions and privileges as other vehicles registered 
under those sections. Farm vehicle proportional registration is subject to the 
following:
 (a) In addition to any application for registration required by ORS 826.009 
or 826.011, the applicant must submit an application to the Department of 
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Transportation certified by the applicant and containing the information specified in 
ORS 805.320 for farm vehicle registration.
 (b) The department shall issue appropriate identification devices for 
proportionally registered farm vehicles. The design for such devices shall be 
determined by the department by rule and the fees for such devices are as 
provided in ORS 803.577.
 (c) An identification device for proportionally registered farm vehicles is subject 
to cancellation as provided in ORS 805.410.
 (2) The following provisions apply to a vehicle that has been issued farm vehicle 
proportional registration:
 (a) The vehicle may be used only for purposes described in ORS 805.390. 
Violation of this paragraph is punishable as provided in ORS 805.350 for violation 
of farm registration limits.
 (b) The vehicle is exempt from or subject to regulation under ORS chapter 
825 to the same extent and in the same manner as provided in ORS 825.024 for 
vehicles registered under ORS 805.300. [1985 c.668 §18; 1989 c.43 §34; 1991 
c.284 §23; 1991 c.407 §37; 1993 c.751 §111]

 805.410 Department investigation of farm vehicle proportional registration 
application; cancellation. (1) The Department of Transportation shall have 
the authority to investigate and verify information provided in conjunction with 
application for proportional registration of a farm vehicle under ORS 805.400. The 
department may cancel an identification device for a proportionally registered farm 
vehicle if the department determines that the owner or lessee of the vehicle, or an 
employee of either, has:
 (a) Operated the vehicle in violation of farm registration limits; or
 (b) Falsely certified an application required by ORS 805.400 for registration or 
renewal of registration of a proportionally registered farm vehicle.
 (2) If a farm vehicle proportional registration identification device is canceled 
under this section, the vehicle is not eligible for registration under ORS 805.300 for 
a period of one year after the cancellation. [1985 c.668 §19]
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REQUIREMENT

 807.010 Operating vehicle without driving privileges or in violation of 
license restrictions; penalty. (1) A person commits the offense of operating a 
vehicle without driving privileges if the person operates a motor vehicle upon a 
highway or premises open to the public in this state and the person does not have 
an appropriate grant of driving privileges from this state in the form of a license, 
driver permit, endorsement or statutory grant of driving privileges allowing the 
person to engage in the particular type of operation.
 (2) A person to whom a license or driver permit is issued commits the offense of 
violating license restrictions if the person operates a motor vehicle in any manner 
that violates restrictions that are placed upon the person’s driving privileges by the 
Department of Transportation under ORS 807.120 or 807.122, by a court under 
ORS 809.270, or by the vehicle code.
 (3) Nothing in this section is applicable to a person who is driving while 
suspended or revoked in violation of ORS 811.175 or 811.182. Persons who violate 
ORS 811.175 or 811.182 are subject to the provisions and penalties provided therein 
and are not subject to the penalties and provisions of this section.
 (4) Except as provided in subsection (5) of this section, the offense described 
in subsection (1) of this section, operating a vehicle without driving privileges, is a 
Class B traffic violation.
 (5) The offense described in subsection (1) of this section, operating a vehicle 
without driving privileges, that results from a person operating a motorcycle without 
a motorcycle endorsement, is a Class A traffic violation.
 (6)(a) The court shall suspend a fine imposed under subsection (5) of this 
section on the condition that the person, within 120 days of the date of sentencing:
 (A) Complete a motorcycle education course established by the department 
under ORS 802.320; and
 (B) Obtain a motorcycle endorsement issued under ORS 807.170.
 (b) The court shall set a hearing date for 120 days from the date of sentencing. 
At the hearing the court shall:
 (A) If the person has successfully completed the requirements described in 
paragraph (a)(A) and (B) of this subsection, enter a sentence of discharge; or
 (B) If the person has not successfully completed the requirements described in 
paragraph (a)(A) and (B) of this subsection:
 (i) Grant the person an extension based on good cause shown; or
 (ii) Impose the fine under subsection (5) of this section.
 (7) The offense described in subsection (2) of this section, operating in violation 
of license restrictions, is a Class B traffic violation. [1985 c.608 §5 (enacted in lieu 
of 1983 c. 338 §299); 1987 c.730 §10; 1999 c.328 §6; 2003 c.14 §467; 2009 c.482 
§1; 2020 s.s.1 c.10 §1]

STATUTORY PRIVILEGES

 807.018 Persons considered to hold commercial driving privileges. A 
person holds commercial driving privileges for the purposes of the Oregon Vehicle 
Code if:
 (1) The person has an unexpired commercial learner driver permit; or
 (2) The person’s most recently issued driver license is or was a commercial 
driver license issued by the Department of Transportation or the licensing agency of 
another jurisdiction, without regard to whether:
 (a) The person’s commercial driver license has expired; or
 (b) The person’s commercial driving privileges are suspended, canceled or 
revoked. [2013 c.237 §3; 2017 c.190 §13]
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 807.020 Exemptions from requirement to have Oregon license or permit. A 
person who is granted a driving privilege by this section may exercise the driving 
privilege described without violation of the requirements under ORS 807.010. A 
grant of driving privileges to operate a motor vehicle under this section is subject 
to suspension and revocation the same as other driving privileges granted under 
the vehicle code. This section is in addition to any exemptions from the vehicle 
code under ORS 801.026. The following persons are granted the described driving 
privileges:
 (1) A person who is not a resident of this state or who has been a resident of 
this state for less than 30 days may operate a motor vehicle without an Oregon 
license or driver permit if the person holds a current out-of-state license issued to 
the person. For the purpose of this subsection, a person is a resident of this state if 
the person meets the residency requirements described in ORS 807.062. To qualify 
under this subsection, the person must have the out-of-state license or driver 
permit in the person’s possession. A person is not granted driving privileges under 
this subsection:
 (a) If the person is under the minimum age required to be eligible for driving 
privileges under ORS 807.060;
 (b) During a period of suspension or revocation by this state or any other 
jurisdiction of driving privileges or of the right to apply for a license or driver permit 
issued by this state or any other jurisdiction; or
 (c) That exceed the driving privileges granted to the person by the out-of-state 
license or driver permit.
 (2) A person who is a member of the Armed Forces of the United States or a 
member of the commissioned corps of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration may operate a motor vehicle without an Oregon license or driver 
permit if the person is operating a motor vehicle in the course of the person’s duties 
in the Armed Forces or the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration.
 (3) A person without a license or driver permit may operate a road roller or road 
machinery that is not required to be registered under the laws of this state.
 (4) A person without a license or driver permit may temporarily operate, draw, 
move or propel a farm tractor or implement of husbandry.
 (5) A person without a license or driver permit may operate a motor vehicle 
to demonstrate driving ability during the course of an examination administered 
under ORS 807.070 for the purpose of qualifying for a license or driver permit. This 
subsection only applies when an authorized examiner is in a seat beside the driver 
of the motor vehicle.
 (6) Driving privileges for snowmobiles are exclusively as provided in ORS 
821.150.
 (7) Driving privileges for Class I all-terrain vehicles are exclusively as provided 
in ORS 821.170, unless a person is operating a Class I all-terrain vehicle on 
an all-terrain vehicle highway access route that is designated by the Oregon 
Transportation Commission as open to all-terrain vehicles.
 (8) Driving privileges for Class III all-terrain vehicles are exclusively as provided 
in ORS 821.172, unless a person is operating a Class III all-terrain vehicle on an all-
terrain vehicle highway access route that is designated by the commission as open 
to all-terrain vehicles.
 (9) Driving privileges for Class IV all-terrain vehicles are exclusively as provided 
in ORS 821.176, unless a person is operating a Class IV all-terrain vehicle on an all-
terrain vehicle highway access route that is designated by the commission as open 
to all-terrain vehicles.
 (10) A person without a license or driver permit may operate a golf cart in 
accordance with an ordinance adopted under ORS 810.070.
 (11) The spouse of a member of the Armed Forces of the United States on 
active duty or the spouse of a member of the commissioned corps of the National 
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Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration who is accompanying the member on 
assignment in this state may operate a motor vehicle if the spouse has a current 
out-of-state license or driver permit issued to the spouse by another state in the 
spouse’s possession.
 (12) A person who is a member of the Armed Forces of the United States on 
active duty or a member of the commissioned corps of the National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration may operate a motor vehicle if the person has a current 
out-of-state license or driver permit in the person’s possession that is issued to 
the person by the person’s state of domicile or by the Armed Forces of the United 
States in a foreign country. Driving privileges described under this subsection that 
are granted by the Armed Forces apply only for a period of 45 days from the time 
the person returns to the United States.
 (13) A person who does not hold a motorcycle endorsement may operate a 
motorcycle if the person is:
 (a) Within an enclosed cab;
 (b) Operating a vehicle designed to travel with three wheels in contact with the 
ground at speeds of less than 15 miles per hour; or
 (c) Operating an autocycle.
 (14) A person may operate a bicycle that is not an electric assisted bicycle 
without any grant of driving privileges.
 (15) A person may operate an electric assisted bicycle without a driver license or 
driver permit if the person is 16 years of age or older.
 (16) A person may operate a motor assisted scooter without a driver license or 
driver permit if the person is 16 years of age or older.
 (17) A person who is not a resident of this state or who has been a resident of 
this state for less than 30 days may operate a motor vehicle without an Oregon 
license or driver permit if the person is at least 15 years of age and has in the 
person’s possession a current out-of-state equivalent of a Class C instruction 
driver permit issued to the person. For the purpose of this subsection, a person is 
a resident of this state if the person meets the residency requirements described in 
ORS 807.062. A person operating a motor vehicle under authority of this subsection 
has the same privileges and is subject to the same restrictions as a person 
operating under the authority of a Class C instruction driver permit issued as 
provided in ORS 807.280.
 (18) A person may operate an electric personal assistive mobility device without 
any grant of driving privileges if the person is 16 years of age or older. [1983 c.338 
§300; 1985 c.16; 123; 1985 c.608 §13; 1987 c.217 §5; 1993 c.83 §1; 1995 c.774 
§14; 1997 c.400 §6; 2001 c.749 §21; 2003 c.14 §468; 2003 c.341 §6; 2007 c.845 
§3; 2009 c.395 §6; 2011 c.360 §16; 2017 c.296 §4; 2017 c.453 §9; 2018 c.76 §36]

ESTABLISHMENT OF IDENTITY

 807.021 Proof of Social Security number; rules. (1) Before issuing, renewing 
or replacing a driver license, driver permit or identification card, the Department 
of Transportation shall require a person to provide the Social Security number 
assigned to the person by the United States Social Security Administration or a 
written statement that the person has not been assigned a Social Security number.
 (2) The department may issue, renew or replace a driver license, driver permit 
or identification card for an applicant who has submitted a Social Security number 
only after the department verifies the Social Security number with the United 
States Social Security Administration. In order to verify the person’s Social Security 
number, the department may require the person to provide proof, as defined by 
rule, of the person’s Social Security number.
 (3) This section does not apply if the department previously verified the Social 
Security number as required by subsection (2) of this section.
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 (4) As used in this section, a “driver license,” “driver permit” or “identification 
card” means a driver license, driver permit or identification card that is not a:
 (a) Real ID;
 (b) Commercial driver license; or
 (c) Commercial learner driver permit. [2008 c.1 §2; 2011 c.282 §1; 2017 c.568 
§11; 2019 c.701 §§1,2]

 807.022 Verification of identity source documents. (1) Before issuing, 
renewing or replacing a driver license, driver permit or identification card, the 
Department of Transportation may verify with the issuing agency the validity and 
completeness of each identity source document presented by the applicant.
 (2) The department may require a person who holds a driver license, driver 
permit or identification card issued by this state who previously presented an 
identity source document that was not retained by the department as a digital 
image to present an identity source document for the purpose of capturing and 
retaining a digital copy of the identity source document. This subsection applies 
only to a person who elects to hold a Real ID. [2008 c.1 §7; 2017 c.568 §12]

 807.024 Collection of biometric data; establishment of person’s identity; 
rules; immunity. (1) A person who applies for issuance, renewal or replacement 
of a driver license, driver permit or identification card shall submit to collection of 
biometric data by the Department of Transportation for the purpose of establishing 
the person’s identity. Submitting to collection of biometric data under this section 
does not excuse a person from responsibility for complying with requirements for 
proof of identity, date of birth or address pursuant to ORS 807.040.
 (2) Notwithstanding subsection (1) of this section and ORS 807.040 (1)(c), the 
department, by rule, may provide for issuance, renewal or replacement of a valid 
driver license or driver permit without the collection of biometric data.
 (3) For purposes of this section, a person’s identity is established if:
 (a) The department finds that the biometric data collected as required under 
subsection (1) of this section match the biometric data that are already in the 
department’s records for that person; or
 (b) The department finds that the biometric data collected as required under 
subsection (1) of this section do not match biometric data in the department’s 
records for any other person and the department does not otherwise have reason 
to believe that the person is not who the person claims to be.
 (4) If a person’s identity is established as described in subsection (3) of this 
section, the department shall mail the driver license, driver permit or identification 
card to the address provided by the person when the person applied for the 
issuance, renewal or replacement of the license, permit or identification card.
 (5) If a person’s identity is not established as described in subsection (3) of this 
section, the department shall:
 (a) Inform the person who submitted to collection of biometric data that the 
person’s identity was not established; and
 (b) Provide the person with the opportunity to establish the person’s identity by 
an alternative method approved by the department by rule.
 (6) If a person’s identity was not established as described in subsection (3) of 
this section and the department has reason to believe that the crime of identity 
theft, as described in ORS 165.800, was committed by the person currently 
submitting to collection of biometric data or by a person who previously submitted to 
collection of biometric data under the identity of the person currently submitting to 
collection of biometric data, the department shall notify a law enforcement agency 
that has jurisdiction over the crime.
 (7) The department by rule shall establish procedures for providing expedited 
processing of driver licenses, driver permits or identification cards.
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 (8) The department and employees of the department are immune from liability 
for any damages resulting from the issuance, renewal or replacement of a driver 
license, driver permit or identification card under another person’s identity if the 
employee who processed the biometric data for a license, permit or identification 
card established the applicant’s identity as described in subsection (3) of this 
section. [2005 c.775 §3; 2008 c.1 §14; 2017 c.568 §13]

 807.026 Management of biometric data. (1) The Department of Transportation 
shall retain biometric data collected by the department in the course of issuing, 
renewing or replacing driver licenses, driver permits and identification cards.
 (2) The biometric data may not be made available to anyone other than 
employees of the department acting in an official capacity. [2005 c.775 §4]

 807.030 [1985 c.608 §8; 1987 c.744 §1; repealed by 1989 c.636 §54]

LICENSES, ENDORSEMENTS AND PERMITS
(Licenses)

 807.031 Classes of license. The following licenses grant the driving privileges 
described:
 (1) A Class A commercial driver license authorizes a person to operate any 
vehicle or combination of vehicles except that the person may not operate any 
vehicle for which an endorsement is required unless the person obtains the 
endorsement.
 (2) A Class B commercial driver license authorizes a person to operate any 
single vehicle and to tow a vehicle that has a gross vehicle weight rating or gross 
vehicle weight, whichever is greater, that does not exceed 10,000 pounds. The 
person may not operate any vehicle for which an endorsement is required unless 
the person obtains the endorsement.
 (3) A Class C commercial driver license authorizes a person to operate:
 (a) Any vehicle that is designed to transport 16 or more persons, including 
the driver, if the gross vehicle weight rating or gross vehicle weight, whichever is 
greater, of the vehicle is less than 26,001 pounds and the person has the proper 
endorsement to operate a vehicle described in this paragraph; and
 (b) Any vehicle that is used in the transportation of hazardous materials if the 
gross vehicle weight rating or gross vehicle weight, whichever is greater, of the 
vehicle is less than 26,001 pounds and the person has the proper endorsement.
 (4) A commercial driver license authorizes a person to operate any vehicle that 
may be operated by the holder of a Class C license.
 (5) A Class C driver license authorizes a person to operate any vehicle for which 
a commercial driver license is not required except that the person may not operate 
any vehicle for which an endorsement is required unless the person obtains the 
endorsement.
 (6) A restricted Class C license authorizes a person to operate a vehicle under 
one of the permits described in ORS 807.200 as constituting a restricted Class 
C license. The person may not operate any vehicle for which an endorsement is 
required or be granted any endorsements for the license. [1989 c.636 §12; 2003 
c.14 §469; 2005 c.649 §3; 2009 c.395 §7; 2011 c.470 §6; 2015 c.716 §4; 2017 c.190 
§7]

 807.032 [1989 c.636 §12a; repealed by 1997 c.83 §1]

 807.035 Kinds of endorsements. This section describes the type of driving 
privileges granted by various endorsements issued by this state. Except as provided 
in ORS 807.285, the following endorsements grant the driving privileges described:
 (1) A motorcycle endorsement authorizes a person to operate any motorcycle.
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 (2) A hazardous materials endorsement authorizes a person to operate a vehicle 
transporting hazardous materials.
 (3) A tank vehicle endorsement authorizes a person to operate tank vehicles.
 (4)(a) Except as provided in paragraph (b) of this subsection, a passenger 
endorsement authorizes a person to operate a vehicle:
 (A) Described in ORS 801.208 (1)(a) or (b) that is designed to transport 
passengers in commerce; or
 (B) Described in ORS 801.208 (1)(c).
 (b) A passenger endorsement does not authorize a person to operate a school 
bus.
 (5) A school bus endorsement authorizes a person to operate a school bus if the 
person also holds a valid passenger endorsement.
 (6) A double and triple trailer endorsement authorizes a person to operate a 
commercial motor vehicle with double and triple trailer combinations.
 (7) A combined endorsement authorizes a person to operate a tank vehicle, 
transport hazardous materials and transport hazardous materials in a tank vehicle.
 (8) A Class A farm endorsement authorizes a person to:
 (a) Operate or tow any vehicle that can be operated by the holder of a Class A 
commercial driver license if the vehicle is:
 (A) Controlled or operated by a farmer;
 (B) Used to transport agricultural products, farm machinery or farm supplies to 
or from a farm;
 (C) Not used in the operation of a common or contract motor carrier; and
 (D) Used within 150 miles of the farmer’s farm.
 (b) Operate any vehicle described in paragraph (a) of this subsection that is 
transporting hazardous materials if the vehicle is placarded in accordance with law.
 (c) Operate any vehicle described in paragraph (a) of this subsection that 
is a tank vehicle or a double trailer combination without holding a tank vehicle 
endorsement or a double and triple trailer endorsement.
 (9) A Class B farm endorsement authorizes a person to:
 (a) Operate or tow any vehicle that can be operated or towed by the holder of a 
Class B commercial driver license if the vehicle is:
 (A) Controlled or operated by a farmer;
 (B) Used to transport agricultural products, farm machinery or farm supplies to 
or from a farm;
 (C) Not used in the operation of a common or contract motor carrier; and
 (D) Used within 150 miles of the farmer’s farm.
 (b) Operate any vehicle described in paragraph (a) of this subsection that is 
transporting hazardous materials if the vehicle is placarded in accordance with law.
 (c) Operate any vehicle described in paragraph (a) of this subsection that is a 
tank vehicle without holding a tank vehicle endorsement. [1989 c.636 §13; 1991 
c.185 §3; 1993 c.288 §1; 2003 c.14 §470; 2005 c.649 §1; 2007 c.122 §8; 2013 
c.237 §37; 2017 c.190 §3]

 807.036 Exceptions to endorsement requirement for tow vehicle operator. 
Notwithstanding any other provision of law, the operator of a tow vehicle is not 
required to have an endorsement for towing a disabled vehicle that can be operated 
only by a person with an endorsement if the towing operation is the first move of 
the disabled vehicle and is performed as an emergency service or if the move is a 
subsequent move of an empty vehicle that requires a passenger endorsement or a 
school bus endorsement for operation. [1989 c.636 §13a; 1991 c.185 §4; 2003 c.14 
§471; 2005 c.649 §4]

 807.038 School bus endorsement exception. Notwithstanding any other 
provision of law, a school bus manufacturer, school bus dealer or school bus 
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mechanic is not required to have a school bus endorsement while operating a 
school bus that is not transporting students. [2007 c.122 §2]

 807.040 Requirements for issuance; rules; fees. (1) The Department of 
Transportation shall issue a driver license to any person who complies with all of 
the following requirements:
 (a) The person must complete an application for a license under ORS 807.050.
 (b)(A) As required by ORS 807.021, a person applying for a driver license or 
driver permit must provide the Social Security number assigned to the person by 
the United States Social Security Administration or a written statement that the 
person has not been assigned a Social Security number.
 (B) As used in this paragraph, a “driver license” or “driver permit” means a driver 
license or driver permit that is not a:
 (i) Real ID;
 (ii) Commercial driver license; or
 (iii) Commercial learner driver permit.
 (c) The person must submit to collection of biometric data by the department 
that establish the identity of the person as described in ORS 807.024.
 (d) The person must not be ineligible for the license under ORS 807.060 and 
must be eligible for the license under ORS 807.062.
 (e) The person must successfully pass all examination requirements under ORS 
807.070 for the class of license sought.
 (f) The person must pay the appropriate license fee under ORS 807.370 for the 
class of license sought.
 (g) The person must pay the Student Driver Training Fund eligibility fee.
 (h) If the application is for a commercial driver license, the person must be the 
holder of a Class C license or any higher class of license.
 (i) If the application is for a commercial driver license, the department must 
have received and recorded, in a form approved by the department, the report 
of a medical examination that establishes that the person meets the medical 
requirements to operate a commercial motor vehicle. The department, by rule, 
shall establish medical requirements for purposes of this paragraph. The medical 
requirements established under this paragraph may include any requirements 
the department determines are necessary for the safe operation of vehicles 
permitted to be operated under the class of license for which the requirements are 
established.
 (j) If the application is for a Real ID commercial driver license or a commercial 
driver license that is not a Real ID, the person must:
 (A) Have at least one year’s driving experience, including relevant experience 
obtained in the military;
 (B) Not be subject to a lifetime suspension of commercial driving privileges 
under ORS 809.520;
 (C) Not be otherwise ineligible to hold a commercial driver license;
 (D) Hold a commercial learner driver permit if the person must complete a skills 
demonstration under ORS 807.070 (3);
 (E) Submit valid documentation, as defined by the department by rule, that the 
person is a citizen or lawful permanent resident of the United States or is a citizen 
of a country with a Compact of Free Association with the United States; and
 (F) Provide the Social Security number assigned to the person by the United 
States Social Security Administration for verification by the department with the 
administration.
 (k) The person must present acceptable documents to prove identity, date of 
birth and address. The department shall determine by rule which documents are 
acceptable to prove identity, date of birth and address.
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 (L) If the application is for a Real ID, the person must comply with the 
requirements under the vehicle code for issuance of Real IDs.
 (2) Except as provided in subsection (3) of this section, acceptable documents 
to prove identity, date of birth or address under subsection (1)(k) of this section 
when a person is applying for a driver license, driver permit or identification card 
that is not a Real ID, a commercial driver license, or a commercial learner driver 
permit, include but are not limited to the following:
 (a) An unexpired valid passport from the person’s country of citizenship;
 (b) An unexpired valid consular identification document issued by the consulate 
of the person’s country of citizenship, if the department determines that the 
procedure used in issuing the consular identification document is sufficient to prove 
the person’s identity;
 (c) A driver license, driver permit or identification card issued by this state that 
expired not more than 13 years from the date of the current application; or
 (d) A driver license, driver permit or identification card issued by another state 
that:
 (A) Is unexpired; or
 (B) Expired not more than one year from the date of the current application.
 (3) The department may refuse to accept any document described in subsection 
(2) of this section that is presented as proof of identity, date of birth or address, if 
the department has reason to believe that:
 (a) The document is fraudulent, has been altered or does not belong to the 
person presenting the document; or
 (b) The procedures used by the agency that issued the document are no longer 
sufficient for proving a person’s identity or date of birth.
 (4) Subsection (1)(j)(E) of this section does not apply to a limited term 
commercial driver license or a limited term commercial learner driver permit issued 
under ORS 807.730.
 (5) The department shall work with other agencies and organizations to attempt 
to improve the issuance system for driver licenses. [1983 c.338 §301; 1985 c.16 
§124; 1985 c.182 §2; 1985 c.608 §14a; 1989 c.636 §16; 1991 c.709 §1; 1993 c.751 
§34; 2001 c.668 §8; 2005 c.22 §515; 2005 c.649 §15; 2005 c.775 §6; 2008 c.1 
§§9,10; 2011 c.282 §2; 2012 c.43 §30; 2013 c.237 §38; 2017 c.190 §5; 2017 c.306 
§4; 2017 c.568 §14; 2019 c.701 §§3,4]

 807.045 Issuance of commercial license to person who holds out-of-state 
commercial license. (1) In order to be authorized to drive a commercial motor 
vehicle in this state, a person who holds a commercial driver license issued by 
a jurisdiction other than Oregon must, within 30 days of becoming domiciled in 
Oregon:
 (a) Apply to the Department of Transportation for an Oregon commercial driver 
license;
 (b) Certify to the department that the person’s current commercial driver license 
is not subject to any disqualification, suspension, revocation or cancellation and 
that the person does not have a commercial driver license from more than one 
jurisdiction; and
 (c) Surrender any commercial driver license issued to the person by another 
jurisdiction.
 (2) The department shall issue a commercial driver license to a person who 
complies with subsection (1) of this section if the department determines that the 
person is all of the following:
 (a) Eligible for a commercial driver license. In order to determine eligibility 
under this paragraph, the department may require from the person any additional 
information that the department determines necessary and may require the person 
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to pass any examinations, tests or demonstrations that the department determines 
necessary.
 (b) Not subject to a lifetime suspension of commercial driving privileges under 
ORS 809.520.
 (c) Not otherwise ineligible for a commercial driver license.
 (3) For purposes of this section, a person is domiciled in this state if the person 
meets the criteria described in ORS 803.355. [1989 c.636 §14; 2005 c.649 §16; 
2013 c.237 §39]

 807.050 Application; proof of address; rules. An application for a driver 
license shall be in a form approved by the Department of Transportation. An 
application must contain all the following:
 (1) The applicant’s full legal name, sex, date of birth, residence address, except 
as otherwise provided for corrections officers in ORS 802.253, eligible employees 
in ORS 802.250 or Address Confidentiality Program participants in ORS 192.846, 
and post-office address other than general delivery. The department may provide 
by rule for acceptance of something other than an actual residence or post-office 
address if the department determines that the applicant does not have an actual 
address. The department shall require proof to verify the address in addition to 
anything else the department may require of the applicant. The department shall 
adopt rules to identify what constitutes proof of address for purposes of this 
subsection. Proof of address may include, but is not limited to, providing a utility 
bill, a tax return, a record from a financial institution, a proof of insurance card or 
a health benefits card, a selective service card, a mortgage document or a lease 
agreement. The applicant may provide the proof of address by submitting proof in 
the form of an original document or a copy of a document, use an electronic device 
to display proof of address, or provide proof through the use of a third party address 
verification system.
 (2) The class of driver license sought.
 (3) The Social Security number of the applicant or other number or identifying 
information determined appropriate by the Secretary of the United States 
Department of Transportation, if the application is for a commercial driver license or 
a commercial learner driver permit or if the Oregon Department of Transportation 
by rule requires the Social Security number on the application.
 (4) Whether or not the applicant wants to make an anatomical gift, as defined in 
ORS 97.953.
 (5) Any other information the department deems necessary to assist the 
department in determining whether the applicant is qualified or eligible to be 
licensed.
 (6) The signature of the applicant. [1983 c.338 §302; 1985 c.16 §125; 1985 
c.563 §5; 1985 c.597 §7; 1985 c.608 §15; 1989 c.636 §17; 1991 c.67 §216; 1991 
c.523 §5; 1993 c.751 §35; 2005 c.292 §6; 2007 c.542 §7; 2008 c.1 §11; 2011 c.86 
§1; 2013 c.237 §40; 2015 c.716 §§6,7; 2017 c.306 §2; 2017 c.568 §15]

 807.060 Eligibility. The Department of Transportation may not grant driving 
privileges to a person under a license if the person is not eligible under this section. 
The following are not eligible for a license:
 (1) A person under 16 years of age.
 (2)(a) A person under 18 years of age who is not an emancipated minor, unless 
the application of the person is signed by the person’s mother, father or legal 
guardian. A person who signs an application under this paragraph may have the 
driving privileges canceled as provided under ORS 809.320.
 (b) A person under 18 years of age who does not meet the requirements of ORS 
807.065.
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 (3) Notwithstanding subsection (2) of this section, a person under 18 years of 
age is not eligible for a commercial driver license.
 (4) A person the department determines has a problem condition involving 
alcohol, cannabis, psilocybin, controlled substances or inhalants as described 
under ORS 813.040.
 (5) A person the department reasonably believes has a mental or physical 
condition or impairment that affects the person’s ability to safely operate a motor 
vehicle upon the highways.
 (6) A person the department reasonably believes is unable to understand 
highway signs that warn, regulate or direct traffic.
 (7) A person who is required to make future responsibility filings but has not 
made filings as required.
 (8) A person who cannot be issued a license under the Driver License Compact 
under ORS 802.540.
 (9) A person who is not subject to the Driver License Compact under ORS 
802.540 but whose driving privileges are currently under suspension or revocation 
in any other state upon grounds which, if committed in this state, would be grounds 
for the suspension or revocation of the driving privileges of the person.
 (10) A person who has been declared a habitual offender under ORS 809.640. 
A person declared not eligible to be licensed under this subsection may become 
eligible by having eligibility restored under ORS 809.640.
 (11) A person whose driving privileges are canceled in this state under ORS 
809.310 until the person is eligible under ORS 809.310.
 (12) A person while the person’s driving privileges are revoked in this state.
 (13) A person during a period when the person’s driving privileges are 
suspended in this state.
 (14) A person who holds a current out-of-state license or driver permit or a valid 
Oregon license or driver permit. A person who is not eligible under this subsection 
may become eligible by surrendering the license, driver permit or out-of-state 
license or driver permit to the department before issuance of the license. Nothing 
in this subsection authorizes a person to continue to operate a motor vehicle on the 
basis of an out-of-state license or permit if the person is required by ORS 807.062 
to obtain an Oregon license or permit.
 (15) A person who has not complied with the requirements and responsibilities 
created by citation for or conviction of a traffic offense in another jurisdiction if an 
agreement under ORS 802.530 authorizes the department to withhold issuance of 
a license.
 (16) A person who has not complied with the requirement of ORS 813.022 (1). 
[1983 c.338 §303; 1985 c.16 §126; 1985 c.396 §7; 1985 c.597 §8; 1985 c.608 §16; 
1985 c.669 §8; 1987 c.137 §2; 1989 c.224 §137; 1989 c.636 §18; 1989 c.715 §5; 
1991 c.702 §22; 1991 c.802 §1; 1993 c.751 §36; 1999 c.328 §5; 1999 c.619 §5; 
2001 c.176 §3; 2005 c.140 §1; 2005 c.143 §1; 2012 c.9 §§4,5; 2013 c.233 §§2,3; 
2017 c.21 §75; 2021 c.253 §2]

 807.062 Domicile or residency requirement for driver license. (1) Unless 
otherwise specifically provided by law, in order to be eligible for a driver license or 
permit issued by this state a person must be domiciled in or resident of this state.
 (2) Unless otherwise specifically provided by law, a person who is a resident of 
this state may not operate a motor vehicle in this state unless the person receives a 
driver license or permit from the Department of Transportation.
 (3) For purposes of this section, “domicile” has the meaning given in ORS 
803.355.
 (4) For purposes of this section, a person is a resident of this state if the person 
engages in any gainful employment in this state or takes any action to indicate the 
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acquiring of residence in this state. Action to acquire residence includes, but is not 
limited to, doing any of the following:
 (a) Remaining in this state for a consecutive period of six months or more 
regardless of the domicile of the person.
 (b) Placing children in a public school without payment of nonresident tuition 
fees.
 (c) Making a declaration to be a resident of this state for the purpose of 
obtaining, at resident rates, a state license or tuition fees at an educational 
institution maintained by public funds.
 (5) Notwithstanding subsection (4) of this section, a person who is gainfully 
employed in this state shall not be considered a resident of the state if the person 
has taken no other steps to become a resident. This section applies, but is not 
limited to, a student at an educational institution maintained by public funds who is 
paying nonresident tuition rates. [1993 c.751 §33]

 807.065 Additional eligibility requirements for persons under 18 years of 
age; provisional driver license. (1) The Department of Transportation may not 
issue a driver license to a person who is under 18 years of age unless the person:
 (a) Complies with the requirements of ORS 807.040 and 807.066;
 (b) Has had, for at least six months prior to application for the license, an 
instruction driver permit issued under ORS 807.280 or the equivalent of an 
instruction driver permit issued by another state of the United States or by the 
District of Columbia;
 (c) Certifies to the department that the person has had at least 50 hours of 
driving experience during which the person was supervised by a person at least 21 
years of age who has had a valid driver license for at least three years; and
 (d) Completes a traffic safety education course that meets standards developed 
by the department under ORS 336.802. In lieu of completion of a traffic safety 
education course, a person may certify to the department that the person has had 
at least 50 hours of driving experience during which the person was supervised 
by a person at least 21 years of age who has had a valid driver license for at least 
three years, in addition to the 50 hours required by paragraph (c) of this subsection.
 (2) A person under 18 years of age need not comply with the requirements of 
subsection (1)(b), (c) and (d) of this section if the person has been issued a driver 
license by another state and surrenders that license in order to get an Oregon 
license.
 (3) If the person takes but does not pass a test that consists of an actual 
demonstration of driving ability under ORS 807.070, the department may not 
allow the person to perform the demonstration again until the person has had an 
instruction permit issued pursuant to ORS 807.280 for a period of not less than one 
month.
 (4) A driver license issued pursuant to this section shall be a provisional driver 
license.
 (5) The department shall prominently identify each driver license issued 
pursuant to this section as a provisional driver license. [1989 c.715 §2; 1993 c.751 
§37; 1999 c.328 §1; 1999 c.789 §5; 2001 c.176 §4; 2003 c.92 §1; 2021 c.12 §5]

 807.066 School requirements for persons under 18 years of age. (1) Subject 
to subsection (2) of this section, the Department of Transportation may not issue 
driving privileges to a person who is under 18 years of age unless:
 (a) The person has graduated from high school and provides the department 
with proof of graduation satisfactory to the department;
 (b) The person has received a certificate for passing an approved high school 
equivalency test, such as the General Educational Development (GED) test, from 
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a community college and provides the department with proof of the certificate 
satisfactory to the department; or
 (c) The person’s parent or legal guardian certifies that the person is:
 (A) Enrolled in a school of this state, or any other state or any other country;
 (B) Enrolled in a community college and making satisfactory progress toward 
a certificate for passing an approved high school equivalency test, such as the 
General Educational Development (GED) test, a high school diploma or a modified 
diploma;
 (C) Being taught by a private teacher, legal guardian or parent in compliance 
with ORS 339.035;
 (D) Exempted from school attendance requirements due to circumstances 
beyond the control of the person; or
 (E) Exempt under ORS 339.030 (2) from the requirement to attend school.
 (2) The department may not issue driving privileges to a person who is under 
18 years of age and whose driving privileges are suspended for withdrawing from 
school unless the person:
 (a) Has graduated from high school and provides the department with proof of 
graduation satisfactory to the department;
 (b) Has received a certificate for passing an approved high school equivalency 
test, such as the General Educational Development (GED) test, from a community 
college and provides the department with proof of the certificate satisfactory to the 
department;
 (c) Provides the department with a form provided by the department and signed 
by the principal, or the designee of the principal, of the school attended by the 
person that declares that the person is enrolled in a school of this state, or any 
other state or any other country;
 (d) Provides the department with a form provided by the department and signed 
by the authorized representative of the community college attended by the person 
that declares that the person is making satisfactory progress toward a certificate for 
passing an approved high school equivalency test such as the General Educational 
Development (GED) test;
 (e) Provides the department with a form provided by the department and signed 
by the authorized representative of the community college attended by the person 
that declares that the person is making satisfactory progress toward a high school 
diploma or a modified diploma;
 (f) Provides the department with a form provided by the department and signed 
by the authorized representative of the education service district or school district 
having jurisdiction over the area of the person’s residence that declares that the 
person is being taught by a private teacher, legal guardian or parent in compliance 
with ORS 339.035;
 (g) Provides the department with documentation satisfactory to the department 
that indicates that the person is exempted from school attendance requirements 
due to circumstances beyond the control of the person; or
 (h) Provides the department with documentation satisfactory to the department 
that the person is exempt under ORS 339.030 (2) from the requirement to attend 
school. [1999 c.789 §2; 2015 c.716 §2; 2017 c.66 §30; 2017 c.701 §24; 2017 c.726 
§15; 2021 c.97 §87]

 807.070 Examinations. The Department of Transportation shall administer an 
examination to establish qualification for each class of license and endorsement. 
The examination for each class of license or endorsement must include all of the 
following as described:
 (1) A test of the applicant’s eyesight. This subsection does not apply to an 
applicant with a limited vision condition as defined in ORS 807.355.



DRIVING PRIVILEGES AND IDENTIFICATION CARDS

OREGON VEHICLE CODE (2021 Edition)Page 143

 (2) A test of the applicant’s knowledge and understanding of the traffic laws of 
this state, safe driving practices and factors that cause accidents. This subsection 
does not apply to an applicant who holds a valid driver license from another 
jurisdiction or whose driver license from another jurisdiction is expired less than 
one year. The following all apply to the test under this subsection:
 (a) The test may not cover any subject that is not presented in the publications 
of the department intended for the instruction of applicants for licenses and driver 
permits.
 (b) The test for each class of license and endorsement must include, but is 
not limited to, a test of knowledge and understanding of traffic laws that relate 
specifically to the type of driving privileges granted under the specific class of 
license or endorsement sought.
 (c) The test must include, but is not limited to, the following subjects:
 (A) Rights of pedestrians who are blind.
 (B) The meaning of official traffic signs and signals.
 (C) Proper operating procedure in emergency situations.
 (D) Vehicle safety equipment and its use.
 (E) Practices necessary for safe operation of a vehicle around pedestrians and 
bicyclists.
 (F) Practices necessary for safe operation of a vehicle around motorcyclists.
 (d) The test must include at least two questions pertaining to the practices 
necessary for safe operation of a vehicle around motorcyclists.
 (e) The test may include a question regarding fuel efficient driving techniques.
 (f) The department may waive the test under circumstances described in ORS 
807.072.
 (3) A test that is an actual demonstration of the applicant’s ability to operate a 
motor vehicle without endangering the safety of persons or property. The following 
apply to this subsection:
 (a) The actual demonstration for each class of license shall be performed in a 
vehicle that may be operated under the class of license sought, but that may not be 
operated under lower classes of license.
 (b) An actual demonstration for a passenger endorsement shall be performed in 
a vehicle that may be operated under the endorsement.
 (c) An actual demonstration for a school bus endorsement shall be performed in 
a school bus.
 (d) An actual demonstration required for a commercial driver license may be 
performed by a person only if the person has held for at least 14 days a commercial 
learner driver permit that was issued by the department or by another jurisdiction 
that authorizes operation of the vehicle used for testing.
 (e) The department may waive the demonstration under circumstances 
described in ORS 807.072.
 (4) Any other examination or test, including demonstrations, that the department 
determines may be necessary to assist the department in establishing whether the 
applicant is eligible for a license under ORS 807.060 or whether the applicant is fit 
to operate a motor vehicle safely on the highways of this state. In any examination 
or test under this subsection, the department shall only conduct an investigation for 
facts relating directly to the ability of the applicant to operate a motor vehicle safely 
or other facts that are specifically required to show the fitness of the applicant for 
license. [1983 c.338 §304; 1985 c.608 §17; 1989 c.636 §19; 1993 c.309 §1; 1997 
c.83 §2; 1999 c.1051 §87; 2001 c.410 §1; 2003 c.14 §472; 2003 c.277 §§6,10; 2005 
c.649 §§5,6; 2007 c.70 §§326,327; 2007 c.588 §3; 2007 c.677 §§1,2; 2009 c.810 
§1; 2013 c.237 §41; 2017 c.190 §4; 2021 c.12 §4]

 807.072 Waiver of certain examinations, tests and demonstrations; rules. 
(1) The Department of Transportation, by rule, may waive any examination, 
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test or demonstration required under ORS 807.070 (2) or (3) if the department 
receives satisfactory proof that the person required to take the examination, test or 
demonstration has passed an examination, test or demonstration approved by the 
department that:
 (a) Is given in conjunction with a traffic safety education course certified by the 
department under ORS 336.802;
 (b) Is given in conjunction with a motorcycle rider education course established 
under ORS 802.320;
 (c) Is given in conjunction with a course conducted by a commercial driver 
training school certified by the department under ORS 822.515; or
 (d) Is given in conjunction with an application for a special limited vision 
condition learner’s permit under ORS 807.359.
 (2) The department, by rule, may waive the actual demonstration required under 
ORS 807.070 (3) for a person who is applying for a commercial driver license or 
a Class C license if the person holds a valid out-of-state license or applies for an 
Oregon license within one year of the expiration of a valid out-of-state license. A 
demonstration may be waived under this subsection only if the person has applied 
for the same driving privileges as those granted under the person’s out-of-state 
license or for privileges granted by a lower class of license.
 (3) The department may waive the actual demonstration required under 
ORS 807.070 for a person who is applying for a commercial driver license, an 
endorsement related to a commercial driver license or the removal of a restriction 
from a commercial driver license:
 (a) If the person has been certified, as defined by rule, under ORS 807.080 or 
a similar statute of another jurisdiction as competent to safely exercise the driving 
privileges granted by a Class A commercial driver license, a Class B commercial 
driver license or a Class C commercial driver license; or
 (b) Under circumstances, established by the department by rule, that establish 
the person’s ability to drive without an actual demonstration.
 (4) The department may issue a Class A farm endorsement without requiring 
additional tests to a person who has a Class C driver license if a farm employer or 
a self-employed farmer certifies to the department that the person is experienced 
in driving a vehicle that may be driven only by persons who have a Class A 
commercial driver license and the person’s two-part driving record does not 
show either a traffic accident within two years of the date of application for the 
endorsement or a conviction for one of the following traffic crimes within five years 
of the date of application for the endorsement:
 (a) Reckless driving, as defined in ORS 811.140.
 (b) Driving while under the influence of intoxicants, as defined in ORS 813.010.
 (c) Failure to perform the duties of a driver involved in a collision, as described in 
ORS 811.700 or 811.705.
 (d) Criminal driving while suspended or revoked, as defined in ORS 811.182.
 (e) Fleeing or attempting to elude a police officer, as defined in ORS 811.540.
 (5) The department may issue a Class B farm endorsement without requiring 
additional tests to a person who has a Class C driver license if a farm employer or 
a self-employed farmer certifies to the department that the person is experienced 
in driving a vehicle that may be driven only by persons who have a Class B 
commercial driver license and the person’s two-part driving record does not show 
either a conviction for a traffic crime specified in subsection (4) of this section within 
five years of the date of application for the endorsement or a traffic accident within 
two years of the date of application for the endorsement.
 (6) The department by rule may establish other circumstances under which a 
farm endorsement may be issued without an actual demonstration. The authority 
granted by this subsection includes, but is not limited to, authority to adopt rules 
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specifying circumstances under which the endorsement may be granted to a 
person despite the appearance of traffic accidents on the person’s record.
 (7) The department by rule may waive the test required under ORS 807.070 (2) 
for a person who applies for a motorcycle endorsement if the person:
 (a) Holds a valid out-of-state driver license that authorizes the person to operate 
a motorcycle;
 (b) Applies for a motorcycle endorsement within one year after the expiration 
date of a valid out-of-state driver license that authorizes the person to operate a 
motorcycle; or
 (c) Completes a motorcycle rider education course outside of this state that is 
approved by the department by rule:
 (A) While temporarily residing outside of this state; and
 (B) The person is domiciled in this state as described in ORS 803.355 or is a 
resident as described in ORS 807.062.
 (8) The department by rule may waive the actual demonstration required 
under ORS 807.070 (3) for a person who is applying for a restricted motorcycle 
endorsement that only authorizes the person to operate a motorcycle with more 
than two wheels. [2001 c.410 §3; 2003 c.14 §473; 2003 c.277 §§7,11; 2005 c.649 
§§7,8; 2007 c.588 §4; 2015 c.716 §5; 2017 c.190 §12; 2017 c.306 §1; 2018 c.22 §6; 
2021 c.12 §6; 2021 c.630 §33]

 807.080 Driver competency testing certificates; waiver of demonstration 
test for persons certified; rules; fees. (1) The Department of Transportation, by 
rule, shall provide for the following in a manner consistent with this section:
 (a) The issuance of driver competency testing certificates.
 (b) The regulation of persons issued driver competency testing certificates.
 (2) A person issued a driver competency testing certificate under this section 
may certify, in a manner established by the department, the competency of drivers 
to safely exercise driving privileges granted only under one or more of the following:
 (a) A Class A commercial driver license.
 (b) A Class B commercial driver license.
 (c) A Class C commercial driver license.
 (d) An endorsement related to a commercial driver license.
 (3) The department may waive an actual demonstration of ability to operate a 
motor vehicle under ORS 807.070 for an applicant who is certified by the holder of a 
driver competency testing certificate as competent to exercise the driving privileges 
in the class of license or in the endorsement sought by the applicant.
 (4) The rules adopted by the department under this section may establish 
reasonable fees for the issuance of a certificate or as part of any program of 
regulating certificate holders that is established by the department.
 (5) When adopting rules under this section, the department may:
 (a) Make the certificate renewable upon any basis determined convenient by the 
department and may include provisions for cancellation, revocation or suspension 
of certificates or for probation of certificate holders.
 (b) Provide for the issuance of certifications allowing the holder to certify 
competency in several classes or types of driving privileges or limiting the classes 
or types of driving privileges for which the holder may certify competency.
 (c) Establish the forms of certificates to be issued.
 (d) Establish and require forms that are to be used by certificate holders in 
certifying competency.
 (e) Establish any qualifications or requirements for obtaining a certificate that 
the department determines necessary to protect the interests of persons seeking 
certification by certificate holders.
 (f) Issue certificates to publicly owned and operated educational facilities to 
allow programs for certification of competency.



DRIVING PRIVILEGES AND IDENTIFICATION CARDS

OREGON VEHICLE CODE (2021 Edition)Page 146

 (g) Issue certificates to employers to allow the employers to establish programs 
primarily for the certification of employees’ competency. The department may 
provide that programs established under this paragraph may be operated without 
driver training school certificates under ORS 822.500 and without driver training 
instructor certificates under ORS 822.525.
 (h) Establish any other provisions or requirements necessary to carry out the 
purposes of this section. [1985 c.608 §36; 1989 c.636 §20; 2005 c.649 §9]

 807.085 Entry-level commercial motor vehicle driver training; requirements; 
penalties; rules. (1) The Department of Transportation shall establish requirements 
for entry-level commercial motor vehicle driver training. Entry-level commercial 
motor vehicle drivers include, but are not limited to:
 (a) Individuals obtaining a Class A or Class B commercial driver license for the 
first time;
 (b) Individuals upgrading an existing Class B commercial driver license to a 
Class A commercial driver license; and
 (c) Individuals obtaining a school bus, a passenger or a hazardous materials 
endorsement for the first time.
 (2) The department may cancel or suspend an individual’s commercial driving 
privileges if the person has not completed the training required by rules adopted 
under this section. A person is entitled to administrative review under ORS 809.440 
when the department does not issue a commercial driver license or cancels or 
suspends commercial driving privileges under this section.
 (3) The department shall adopt rules to carry out the provisions of this section. 
[2021 c.630 §103]

 Note: Section 124, chapter 630, Oregon Laws 2021, provides:
 Sec. 124. (1) Section 115 of this 2021 Act [809.550] and the amendments to 
statutes by sections 104 to 108, 113, 116 to 119 and 122 of this 2021 Act apply to 
conduct giving rise to a driving privilege restriction, cancellation, suspension or 
revocation imposed on or after the applicable operative date specified in section 
169 of this 2021 Act. Driving privilege restrictions, cancellations, suspensions or 
revocations imposed before the applicable operative date specified in section 169 of 
this 2021 Act shall continue to be governed by the law applicable to driving privilege 
restrictions, cancellations, suspensions and revocations in effect immediately before 
the applicable operative date specified in section 169 of this 2021 Act.
 (2) Section 103 of this 2021 Act [807.085] does not apply to a person who holds 
a commercial driver license, school bus endorsement, passenger endorsement or 
hazardous materials endorsement before February 7, 2022.
 (3) Section 103 of this 2021 Act applies to conduct giving rise to a driving 
privilege cancellation or suspension imposed on or after February 7, 2022. [2021 
c.630 §124]

 807.090 Establishing eligibility notwithstanding mental or physical 
condition or impairment. (1) If the Department of Transportation determines that a 
person may be ineligible for a license because the person has a mental or physical 
condition or impairment that affects the person’s ability to safely operate a motor 
vehicle, the person may establish eligibility for a license:
 (a) By personally demonstrating to the satisfaction of the department that, 
notwithstanding the mental or physical condition or impairment, the person is 
qualified to safely operate a motor vehicle; or
 (b) If the department reasonably believes that, notwithstanding the 
demonstration under paragraph (a) of this subsection, the person’s mental or 
physical condition or impairment affects the person’s ability to safely operate 
a motor vehicle, by receiving a determination of eligibility from the medical 
determination officer of the department under this section.



DRIVING PRIVILEGES AND IDENTIFICATION CARDS

OREGON VEHICLE CODE (2021 Edition)Page 147

 (2) The medical determination officer shall determine that a person is eligible 
for a license under this section if an applicant establishes to the satisfaction of the 
officer that the person’s mental or physical condition or impairment does not affect 
the person’s ability to safely operate a motor vehicle. The medical determination 
officer shall use the following to determine the person’s eligibility under this 
subsection:
 (a) A report from the person’s physician, nurse practitioner or physician assistant 
of the person’s condition or impairment.
 (b) If the person’s condition or impairment apparently involves only visual 
deficiencies, the department may require a person to submit a report from a 
licensed optometrist or a licensed physician who specializes in diagnosis and 
treatment of diseases of the eye.
 (c) The medical determination officer may require an examination and a 
written report of findings and recommendations from a qualified physician, nurse 
practitioner or physician assistant identified by the officer in addition to other reports 
submitted.
 (3) If a person establishes eligibility for a license under this section by receiving 
a determination of eligibility, the department may require the person to reestablish 
eligibility at reasonable intervals. The frequency of reestablishing eligibility under 
this subsection shall be established by the medical determination officer after 
reviewing any recommendations from the physician, nurse practitioner or physician 
assistant of the person required to reestablish eligibility.
 (4) The department may employ any qualified physician, nurse practitioner or 
physician assistant who holds an unrestricted license in the State of Oregon to 
perform the duties assigned to the medical determination officer by this section.
 (5) As used in this section, “physician” means a person who holds a degree of 
Doctor of Medicine or Doctor of Osteopathic Medicine and is licensed under ORS 
677.100 to 677.228 and a person who holds a degree of Doctor of Naturopathic 
Medicine and is licensed under ORS chapter 685. [1983 c.338 §305; 1989 c.224 
§138; 1993 c.309 §2; 1999 c.770 §1; 2005 c.140 §2; 2007 c.195 §1; 2007 c.434 §2; 
2017 c.409 §40]

 807.100 Proof of medical qualification; rules. (1) The Department of 
Transportation may not issue or renew commercial driving privileges and may 
cancel commercial driving privileges for a person if the department has not 
received and recorded, in the form approved by the department, proof of the 
person’s medical qualification to operate a commercial motor vehicle by the date 
specified by the department.
 (2) A person is entitled to administrative review under ORS 809.440 when 
the department does not issue or renew commercial driving privileges under this 
section or cancels commercial driving privileges under this section.
 (3) The department shall adopt rules to carry out the provisions of this section. 
[1985 c.608 §8a; 1989 c.636 §21; 2011 c.470 §2; 2013 c.237 §42; 2015 c.138 
§§43,44; 2017 c.190 §6]

 807.110 Contents of license; rules. (1) A driver license issued by the 
Department of Transportation shall contain all of the following:
 (a) The distinguishing number assigned to the person issued the driver license 
by the department.
 (b) For the purpose of identification, a brief description of the person to whom 
the driver license is issued.
 (c) The full legal name of the person to whom the driver license is issued, except 
that the department may limit the number of characters displayed on the driver 
license.
 (d) The date of birth and sex of the person to whom the driver license is issued.



DRIVING PRIVILEGES AND IDENTIFICATION CARDS

OREGON VEHICLE CODE (2021 Edition)Page 148

 (e) Except as provided for corrections officers in ORS 802.253, eligible 
employees in ORS 802.250 or Address Confidentiality Program participants in ORS 
192.846, the residence address of the person to whom the driver license is issued.
 (f) Upon request of the person to whom the driver license is issued, the fact that 
the person is an anatomical donor.
 (g) Upon request of the person to whom the driver license is issued and 
presentation of proof, as determined by the department, the fact that the person is 
a veteran, as defined in ORS 408.225.
 (h) Upon order of the juvenile court, the fact that the person to whom the driver 
license is issued is an emancipated minor.
 (i) Except as otherwise provided in subsection (2) of this section, a photograph 
described in this paragraph. A photograph required under this paragraph shall:
 (A) Be a full-faced, color photograph of the person to whom the driver license is 
issued;
 (B) Be of a size approved by the department; and
 (C) Be taken at the time of application for issuance of the driver license whether 
the application is for an original driver license, replacement of a driver license under 
ORS 807.160 or renewal of a driver license under ORS 807.150, except that the 
department, by rule, may allow the applicant to use a photograph already on file 
with the department.
 (j) The class of driver license issued and any endorsements granted.
 (k) The signature of the person to whom the driver license is issued.
 (L) If the driver license is not a Real ID, a design differentiating it from a Real ID.
 (m) Upon request of the person to whom the driver license is issued, the fact 
that the person is deaf or hard of hearing.
 (2) The department may issue a valid driver license, other than a commercial 
driver license, without a photograph to an applicant:
 (a) Who objects on religious grounds;
 (b) Who objects because of the applicant’s facial disfigurement; or
 (c) Who is stationed outside of this state while serving in the active military 
service in the Armed Forces of the United States or the National Guard, and 
the department does not have an acceptable photograph of the applicant, as 
determined by the department by rule. This paragraph applies to an applicant who 
is renewing or replacing a driver license.
 (3) A limited term driver license or a limited term commercial driver license 
issued under ORS 807.730 shall indicate:
 (a) That it is a limited term driver license; and
 (b) The date on which the limited term driver license expires.
 (4) The department shall use security procedures, processes and materials in 
the preparation, manufacture and issuance of any driver license that prohibit as 
nearly as possible anyone’s ability to alter, counterfeit, duplicate or modify the driver 
license without ready detection. The security features used in the production of the 
driver licenses shall provide for:
 (a) The authentication of a genuine document in a reasonable time; and
 (b) The production of the driver license only by equipment that requires 
verification of the identity of the operator of the equipment before a driver license 
may be produced. [1983 c.338 §306; 1985 c.16 §127; 1985 c.563 §6; 1985 c.608 
§18; 1989 c.636 §22; 1991 c.67 §217; 1991 c.523 §6; 1993 c.751 §39; 2003 c.14 
§474; 2005 c.292 §7; 2005 c.775 §7; 2007 c.542 §§5,6; 2008 c.1 §§12,13; 2010 
c.61 §1; 2015 c.455 §1; 2017 c.190 §11; 2017 c.306 §8; 2017 c.568 §16a; 2021 c.14 
§3]

 807.115 Digital images of photographs and signatures. (1) The Department 
of Transportation shall retain a digital image of each photograph and signature 
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shown on a driver license under the provisions of ORS 807.110 or an identification 
card under ORS 807.400.
 (2) The digital images of photographs may not be made available to anyone 
other than law enforcement officials and employees of the department acting in an 
official capacity. [1989 c.902 §2; 2017 c.568 §17]

 807.120 Restrictions generally. (1) The Department of Transportation may 
place restrictions on any driving privileges granted a person if the department 
determines that there is good cause to restrict the driving privileges of the person in 
order to ensure the safe operation of a motor vehicle by the person.
 (2) Restrictions placed on a driver license or driver permit by the department 
under this section shall be suitable to the driving ability of the person whose driving 
privileges are restricted. The restrictions may include:
 (a) Restrictions on the type of motor vehicle the person may operate;
 (b) Requirements for special mechanical control devices on motor vehicles 
operated by the person; or
 (c) Any other restrictions the department determines appropriate to ensure the 
safe operation of a motor vehicle by the person.
 (3) The department shall place a restriction on the commercial driver license 
of a person who performs the skill demonstration required under ORS 807.070 for 
issuance of a commercial driver license in a vehicle that:
 (a) Is not equipped with air brakes. A restriction imposed under this paragraph 
prohibits the person from operating commercial motor vehicles equipped with 
service brakes that operate fully or partially by air pressure.
 (b) Is equipped with air over hydraulic brakes. Air over hydraulic brakes includes 
any braking system operating partially by air pressure and partially by hydraulic 
pressure. A restriction imposed under this paragraph prohibits the person from 
operating commercial motor vehicles equipped with service brakes that operate 
solely by air pressure.
 (c) Is equipped with an automatic transmission. A restriction imposed under this 
paragraph prohibits the person from operating commercial motor vehicles equipped 
with manual transmissions.
 (d) Uses any connection other than a fifth wheel hitch between the power 
unit and a vehicle towed in combination with the power unit. A restriction under 
this paragraph prohibits the person from operating a commercial motor vehicle in 
combination with any other vehicle using a fifth wheel hitch between the power unit 
and first towed unit.
 (4) The department shall place a restriction on the commercial driver license 
and the commercial learner driver permit of a person who does not pass an air 
brakes knowledge test administered under ORS 807.070. The restriction shall 
prohibit the person from operating a commercial motor vehicle with service brakes 
that operate fully or partially by air pressure.
 (5) The department may impose restrictions under this section by setting forth 
the restrictions on the regular license form or by issuing a special form for licenses 
with restrictions.
 (6) The department shall place restrictions on driving privileges under this 
section when ordered by a court under ORS 809.270. Any restriction imposed 
under this subsection shall be made a part of the person’s driving record and shall 
remain in effect until the court notifies the department in writing that the restrictions 
are removed.
 (7) The department may impose restrictions under this section on driving 
privileges that are restored after having been suspended or revoked. The 
restrictions imposed under this subsection may include any restrictions that have 
been recommended by a convicting magistrate.



DRIVING PRIVILEGES AND IDENTIFICATION CARDS

OREGON VEHICLE CODE (2021 Edition)Page 150

 (8) The use of the term “restrictions” in this section includes any restrictions, 
conditions or requirements.
 (9) Violation of any restrictions placed on driving privileges under this section 
is punishable as provided under ORS 807.010. [1983 c.338 §307; 1985 c.16 §128; 
1989 c.636 §23; 2013 c.237 §43; 2020 s.s.1 c.10 §2]

 807.122 Restrictions on operation with provisional driver license. (1) The 
Department of Transportation shall place the following restrictions on a provisional 
driver license issued under ORS 807.065:
 (a) Except as provided in subsections (2) to (4) of this section, for the first six 
months after issuance of the license, the holder of the license may not operate 
a motor vehicle that is carrying a passenger under 20 years of age who is not a 
member of the holder’s immediate family. For the second six months, the holder 
of the license may not operate a motor vehicle that is carrying more than three 
passengers who are under 20 years of age and who are not members of the 
holder’s immediate family.
 (b) For the first year after issuance of the license, the holder of the license may 
not operate a motor vehicle between the hours of 12 midnight and 5 a.m. except 
when:
 (A) The holder is driving between the holder’s home and place of employment;
 (B) The holder is driving between the holder’s home and a school event for 
which no other transportation is available;
 (C) The holder is driving for employment purposes; or
 (D) The holder is accompanied by a licensed driver who is at least 25 years of 
age.
 (2) Subsection (1)(a) of this section does not apply to the holder of a provisional 
driver license who:
 (a) Is employed by a farmer, rancher or orchardist;
 (b) Is operating, solely for employment purposes, a motor vehicle that is owned 
by the employer and for which financial responsibility requirements of ORS 806.060 
have been met;
 (c) Is transporting passengers who are employed by the same employer as the 
driver and who are being transported solely for employment purposes;
 (d) Is not transporting more passengers than the number of available seat belts; 
and
 (e) Has in the vehicle a written statement signed by the employer certifying 
that the driver is employed by the employer and that there is no other option for 
transporting the employees.
 (3) Subsection (1)(a) of this section does not apply to the holder of a provisional 
driver license who is 16 or 17 years of age and who is operating a motor vehicle 
with:
 (a) An instructor in the vehicle as part of a certified traffic safety education 
course; or
 (b) A person in the vehicle who has valid driving privileges and who is the parent 
or stepparent of the holder of the license.
 (4) Subsection (1) of this section does not apply to the holder of a provisional 
driver license who is 18 years of age or older. [1999 c.328 §3; 2001 c.410 §6; 2001 
c.608 §1; 2003 c.14 §475; 2003 c.767 §1; 2013 c.68 §1]

 807.130 Expiration. (1) A license that is not a limited term driver license and is 
issued as an original license and not as a license that is renewed expires on the 
anniversary of the licensee’s birthday in the eighth calendar year after the year of 
issuance.
 (2) A license that is renewed under ORS 807.150 expires eight years from the 
specified expiration date of the immediately preceding license.



DRIVING PRIVILEGES AND IDENTIFICATION CARDS

OREGON VEHICLE CODE (2021 Edition)Page 151

 (3) Notwithstanding subsections (1) and (2) of this section, a limited term 
commercial driver license or a limited term Real ID that is issued to a person who 
is not a citizen or lawful permanent resident of the United States or a citizen of a 
country with a Compact of Free Association with the United States expires on the 
date the licensee is no longer authorized to stay in the United States, as indicated 
by the documentation the person presented to the Department of Transportation to 
provide proof of lawful status in the United States as required by ORS 807.455 and 
807.730, but no longer than eight years from the date of issuance or, if there is no 
definite end to the authorized stay, after a period of one year.
 (4) A license that has expired does not grant driving privileges and is not valid 
evidence of driving privileges. [1983 c.338 §308; 1985 c.16 §129; 1999 c.91 §1; 
2008 c.1 §15; 2013 c.238 §1; 2017 c.568 §20; 2019 c.312 §33; 2019 c.701 §§17,18]

 807.135 Expiration of license held by Oregon National Guard member or 
military reservist. (1) Notwithstanding ORS 807.130, a license held by a member 
of the Oregon National Guard or a military reservist ordered on active duty and 
deployed to a location outside the United States that expires while the holder is on 
active duty shall remain valid and grant driving privileges for 90 days following the 
termination of active duty.
 (2) The court shall dismiss the charge of operating a vehicle without driving 
privileges under ORS 807.010 if, when charged, a member of the Oregon National 
Guard or a military reservist held a valid license pursuant to subsection (1) of this 
section. [2005 c.257 §2; 2009 c.482 §3]

 807.137 Expiration of license held by person volunteering outside of 
United States. (1) Notwithstanding ORS 807.130, a driver license held by a 
person described in subsection (2) of this section that expires while the holder 
is volunteering outside of the United States shall remain valid and grant driving 
privileges for 90 days after the date the person returns to the United States.
 (2) Subsection (1) of this section applies to persons who are performing 
services in a location outside of the United States on a volunteer basis for a 
nonprofit religious, charitable or relief organization, whether or not such persons 
receive meals or lodging or reimbursements or vouchers for meals, lodging or 
expenses.
 (3) The court shall dismiss the charge of operating a vehicle without driving 
privileges under ORS 807.010 if, when charged, a person described in subsection 
(2) of this section held a valid driver license pursuant to subsection (1) of this 
section. [2015 c.215 §2]

 807.140 Notice prior to expiration; exceptions; effect of failure to notify; 
records. (1) Before the expiration of any license or a license with an endorsement 
under the vehicle code, the Department of Transportation shall notify the person to 
whom the license was issued of the approaching expiration. Within a reasonable 
time prior to the expiration date, the department shall notify the person to whom the 
license was issued in the manner determined by the department by rule.
 (2) The department is not required to notify the person of an approaching 
expiration if the person’s license has been suspended, canceled or revoked or if the 
person has failed to notify the department of a change of address as required under 
ORS 807.560.
 (3) Notwithstanding subsection (1) of this section, the department is not 
required to notify the person of an approaching expiration if the person received 
a limited term driver license, limited term commercial driver license, limited 
term driver permit, limited term commercial learner driver permit or limited term 
identification card under ORS 807.730 for a period of less than one year.
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 (4) Failure to receive a notice of expiration from the department is not a defense 
to a charge of driving with an expired license. However, the court may dismiss the 
charge if the person renews the license before the scheduled court appearance.
 (5) The department’s responsibility to maintain records concerning notice under 
this section is as provided under ORS 802.210. [1983 c.338 §309; 1985 c.16 §130; 
1985 c.597 §9; 1993 c.751 §41; 2003 c.14 §476; 2009 c.258 §2; 2017 c.306 §9; 
2019 c.312 §20]

 807.150 Renewal; proof of address; rules. (1) When a license expires or is 
about to expire, the Department of Transportation shall renew the license under 
this section if the holder of the license qualifies for renewal of the license under this 
section and:
 (a) Applies for renewal within two years of the expiration of a similar license 
under ORS 807.130; or
 (b) Applies for issuance of a license within six months after the applicant is 
discharged from the Armed Forces of the United States and was licensed by this 
state at the time of the applicant’s entry into the Armed Forces.
 (2) To qualify for renewal of a license under this section, a person must meet 
all of the requirements under ORS 807.040 for the class of license sought to be 
renewed, except that the department may waive the examination under ORS 
807.070 of a person applying for renewal of a license unless the department has 
reason to believe that the applicant is not qualified to hold the license or unless the 
applicant for renewal has not previously been examined.
 (3) To receive a renewal under this section, the license renewal fee and the 
Student Driver Training Fund eligibility fee under ORS 807.370 must be paid.
 (4) If a person who applies for a renewal under this section is not qualified to 
renew the class of license sought to be renewed, the department may issue the 
person any lower class of license for which the person qualifies in lieu of renewing 
the person’s license for the class of license held by the person.
 (5) A license that is renewed under this section may be used on or after the 
date of issuance. If the department issues a license renewal to a person under 
this section before the expiration of the license being renewed, the older license is 
invalid. A license that becomes invalid under this subsection shall be destroyed by 
the person to whom it was issued.
 (6) If the address of the applicant has changed since the last time a license 
was issued to or renewed for the applicant, the department shall require proof to 
verify the address of an applicant for renewal of a license in addition to anything 
else the department may require of the applicant. The department shall adopt 
rules to identify what constitutes proof of address for purposes of this subsection. 
Verification of proof of address may include, but is not limited to, providing a utility 
bill, a tax return, a record from a financial institution, a proof of insurance card or 
a health benefits card, a selective service card, a mortgage document or a lease 
agreement. The applicant may provide the proof of address by submitting proof in 
the form of an original document or a copy of a document, use an electronic device 
to display proof of address, or provide proof through the use of a third party address 
verification system. [1983 c.338 §310; 1985 c.16 §131; 1985 c.597 §10; 1985 c.608 
§19; 1991 c.709 §2; 1993 c.751 §42; 2001 c.668 §9; 2015 c.716 §8; 2021 c.12 §7]

 807.160 Replacement license or permit; rules; fees. (1) The Department of 
Transportation shall establish by rule the reasons for issuing a replacement driver 
license or driver permit to a person who submits an application for the replacement. 
The reasons for replacement shall include, but are not limited to, situations when 
the person:
 (a) Furnishes proof satisfactory to the department of the loss, destruction or 
mutilation of the person’s driver license or driver permit.
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 (b) Changes residence address from the address noted on the person’s driver 
license or driver permit or the department’s records.
 (c) Is a corrections officer or an eligible employee who has requested, in 
accordance with ORS 802.250 or 802.253, that department records show the 
address of the person’s employer.
 (d) Changes names from the name noted on the person’s driver license or driver 
permit.
 (e) Is applying or is required to add or remove a restriction on the driver license 
or driver permit.
 (f) Is applying or is required to add or remove an endorsement other than a 
motorcycle endorsement on the driver license or driver permit.
 (g) Furnishes proof satisfactory to the department or the department determines 
that the department made an error when issuing a driver license or driver permit.
 (h) Furnishes proof satisfactory to the department that, for a reason identified 
by the department by rule, the person needs a replacement driver license or driver 
permit that bears a different distinguishing number from the license or permit being 
replaced.
 (i) Furnishes proof satisfactory to the department that the person is a veteran, 
as defined in ORS 408.225, and the person requests a replacement driver license 
that includes the fact that the person is a veteran.
 (2) A replacement driver license or driver permit issued under this section:
 (a) Shall bear the same distinguishing number as the driver license or driver 
permit replaced unless the person applying for the replacement furnishes proof as 
described in subsection (1)(h) of this section.
 (b) Does not alter or extend the driving privileges granted to the person under 
the old license or permit unless the replacement license or permit was issued for 
the purpose of changing a restriction or endorsement or for correcting an error 
involving driving privileges.
 (3) Except for driver permits for which the department does not charge an 
issuance fee, the department shall charge the fee under ORS 807.370 for a 
replacement license or driver permit issued under this section. The replacement fee 
is in addition to any endorsement or test fee that may apply. The department may 
waive the replacement fee as provided under ORS 807.390.
 (4) The driver license or driver permit replaced under this section is invalid and 
shall be surrendered to the department.
 (5) The department may not issue a replacement driver license or driver permit 
under this section if:
 (a) The person making application is not qualified to hold a license or permit at 
the time of application.
 (b) The driving privileges of the person making application are suspended or 
revoked and have not been partially or completely reinstated.
 (6) The department need not issue a replacement driver license or driver 
permit to a person who has not complied with the requirements and responsibilities 
created by citation for or conviction of a traffic offense in another jurisdiction if an 
agreement under ORS 802.530 authorizes the department to withhold issuance 
of a replacement license or permit. [1983 c.338 §313; 1985 c.16 §133; 1985 c.174 
§9; 1985 c.258 §4; 1985 c.396 §8; 1985 c.563 §7; 1985 c.597 §12a; 1985 c.669 
§9; 1989 c.535 §1; 1991 c.67 §218; 1991 c.523 §7; 1991 c.702 §23; 1993 c.393 §2; 
1993 c.751 §43; 2005 c.59 §1; 2005 c.241 §1a; 2005 c.292 §8a; 2010 c.61 §2; 2019 
c.312 §16]

 807.162 [2001 c.789 §2; 2008 c.1 §16; repealed by 2005 c.775 §15]
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(Endorsements)

 807.170 Requirements for issuance; fees; cancellation. (1) The Department 
of Transportation shall provide for the granting of driver license endorsements in a 
manner consistent with this section.
 (2) The department shall grant an endorsement to any person who complies 
with all of the following requirements:
 (a) The person must hold a valid license other than a restricted Class C license 
issued under the vehicle code.
 (b) The person must successfully complete any tests and demonstrations 
referred to in ORS 807.070 that the department determines necessary to determine 
whether the applicant is qualified for the type of endorsement sought. The actual 
demonstration required under ORS 807.070, if any, must be performed in a vehicle 
that may be operated under the endorsement sought but that may not be operated 
without the endorsement. Tests shall include, but are not limited to, those tests 
necessary to determine whether the applicant:
 (A) Has satisfactory knowledge of laws relating to operation under the type of 
endorsement sought, defensive driving skills, the common causes of accidents 
involving vehicles operated under the type of endorsement sought; and
 (B) Can operate under the endorsement in a manner that will not jeopardize the 
safety of persons or property.
 (c) The appropriate fee under ORS 807.370 for the endorsement, including the 
fee for the Motorcycle Safety Subaccount, must be paid.
 (d) If the person is applying for a motorcycle endorsement, the person must 
comply with ORS 807.175.
 (3) An endorsement granted under this section is subject to the following:
 (a) It is part of the license upon which it is endorsed and is subject to any 
provisions applicable to the endorsed license under the statutes of this state.
 (b) It is valid only if the license endorsed is valid.
 (c) The appropriate fee under ORS 807.370 must be paid upon renewal of the 
endorsement in addition to any fee for renewal of the license endorsed.
 (d) Except as provided under ORS 807.350 or as specifically provided under 
ORS 809.419, an endorsement cannot be canceled, suspended or revoked 
separately from the license endorsed. When an endorsed license is canceled, 
suspended or revoked, all endorsements on the license are subject to the same 
cancellation, suspension or revocation as the license.
 (4) Before the department may renew any license with a motorcycle 
endorsement, the applicant shall pay the department the Motorcycle Safety 
Subaccount fee established under ORS 807.370 in addition to any fee for renewal 
of the license. [1983 c.338 §312; 1985 c.16 §132; 1985 c.608 §20; 1989 c.427 §4; 
1989 c.636 §24; 1997 c.292 §2; 2003 c.14 §477; 2003 c.402 §17; 2009 c.810 §2]

 807.173 Additional requirements for hazardous materials endorsement; 
rules. (1) Notwithstanding ORS 807.170, the Department of Transportation 
may not issue or renew a commercial driver license with a hazardous materials 
endorsement and may cancel a commercial driver license with a hazardous 
materials endorsement if a person:
 (a) Does not complete and pass a security threat assessment from the federal 
Transportation Security Administration, including receipt by the department of a 
notice from the federal Transportation Security Administration showing that the 
person does not pose a security threat. The department shall establish by rule the 
process and frequency for obtaining a security threat assessment.
 (b) Is assessed as a security threat by the federal Transportation Security 
Administration. The assessment must be received by the department in the form of 
a notice from the federal Transportation Security Administration.
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 (c) Is not a U.S. citizen or lawful permanent resident as defined by the 
department by rule.
 (2) A person is entitled to administrative review under ORS 809.440 when the 
department does not issue or renew a commercial driver license with a hazardous 
materials endorsement under this section or cancels a commercial driver license 
with a hazardous materials endorsement under this section.
 (3) To the extent possible, rules promulgated by the department under this 
section should be uniform with any applicable federal regulations related to the 
holding of a commercial driver license with a hazardous materials endorsement. 
[2005 c.649 §33; 2009 c.395 §8; 2019 c.701 §19]

 Note: The amendments to 807.173 by section 104, chapter 630, Oregon Laws 
2021, become operative January 1, 2023, and apply to conduct leading to driving 
privilege sanctions imposed on or after January 1, 2023. See sections 124 and 169, 
chapter 630, Oregon Laws 2021. The text that is operative on and after January 1, 
2023, is set forth for the user’s convenience.

 807.173. (1) Notwithstanding ORS 807.170, the Department of Transportation 
may not issue or renew a commercial driver license with a hazardous materials 
endorsement and may cancel a commercial driver license with a hazardous 
materials endorsement if a person:
 (a) Does not complete and pass a security threat assessment from the federal 
Transportation Security Administration, including receipt by the department of a 
notice from the federal Transportation Security Administration showing that the 
person does not pose a security threat. The department shall establish by rule the 
process and frequency for obtaining a security threat assessment.
 (b) Is assessed as a security threat by the federal Transportation Security 
Administration. The assessment must be received by the department in the form of 
a notice from the federal Transportation Security Administration.
 (2) A person is entitled to administrative review under ORS 809.440 when the 
department does not issue or renew a commercial driver license with a hazardous 
materials endorsement under this section or cancels a commercial driver license 
with a hazardous materials endorsement under this section.
 (3) To the extent possible, rules promulgated by the department under this 
section should be uniform with any applicable federal regulations related to the 
holding of a commercial driver license with a hazardous materials endorsement.

 807.175 Motorcycle education course. (1) The Department of Transportation 
may not issue a motorcycle endorsement to a person unless the person shows 
to the satisfaction of the department that the person has successfully completed 
a motorcycle rider education course established by the department under 
ORS 802.320. This requirement is in addition to any other requirement for the 
endorsement.
 (2) Subsection (1) of this section does not apply to a person applying for 
issuance of a motorcycle endorsement under ORS 807.170 who:
 (a) Currently holds a motorcycle endorsement issued by another state; or
 (b) Is applying for a restricted motorcycle endorsement that only authorizes the 
person to operate a motorcycle with more than two wheels.
 (3) Subsection (1) of this section does not apply to a person applying for 
issuance of a motorcycle endorsement under ORS 807.170 who:
 (a) Is temporarily residing outside of this state;
 (b) Is domiciled in this state as described in ORS 803.355 or is a resident as 
described in ORS 807.062; and
 (c) Completes a motorcycle rider education course outside of this state that is 
approved by the department by rule. [1989 c.427 §2; 1991 c.453 §13; 1993 c.288 
§2; 1997 c.292 §3; 2003 c.14 §478; 2009 c.810 §3; 2011 c.326 §1; 2021 c.630 §42]
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(Permits)

 807.200 Types of permit. (1) The following permits may be issued as restricted 
Class C licenses:
 (a) Disability golf cart driver permits described under ORS 807.210.
 (b) Emergency driver permits described under ORS 807.220.
 (c) Special student driver permits described under ORS 807.230.
 (2) Hardship driver permits described under ORS 807.240 may be issued as 
Class C licenses. Restrictions on the license are as provided under ORS 807.240.
 (3) Instruction driver permits described under ORS 807.280 may be issued for a 
Class C license.
 (4) Motorcycle instruction driver permits described under ORS 807.280 may be 
issued only to persons having a commercial driver license or a Class C license.
 (5) Commercial learner driver permits described under ORS 807.285 may be 
issued for Class A, Class B or Class C commercial driving privileges. [1985 c.608 
§8b; 1987 c.801 §2; 1989 c.636 §25; 2003 c.160 §1; 2013 c.237 §44; 2018 c.76 §7]

 807.210 Disability golf cart permit; fees. The Department of Transportation 
shall provide for issuance of disability golf cart driver permits in a manner 
consistent with this section. A disability golf cart driver permit grants the driving 
privileges provided in this section or under the permit. Except as otherwise provided 
in this section, a disability golf cart driver permit is subject to the fees, provisions, 
conditions, prohibitions and penalties applicable to a Class C license. The following 
apply to a disability golf cart driver permit:
 (1) The department shall issue a disability golf cart driver permit only to persons 
with ambulatory disabilities.
 (2) The department shall issue a disability golf cart driver permit to an applicant 
who would not qualify for a license because of the person’s disability if the 
department determines that the person’s disability does not prevent the person 
from reasonable and ordinary control of vehicles operated under the permit when 
operated as allowed under the permit.
 (3) In addition to any other restrictions placed on the permit by the 
department, the permit only grants driving privileges for the operation of golf 
carts or substantially similar vehicles on roads or streets in an area with a speed 
designation not greater than 25 miles per hour.
 (4) The department may require an applicant for the permit to demonstrate that 
the applicant is qualified to safely exercise the driving privileges granted under a 
disability golf cart driver permit notwithstanding the disability of the person.
 (5) The fees for issuance or renewal of a disability golf cart driver permit are the 
disability golf cart driver permit issuance or renewal fees established under ORS 
807.370. This subsection only affects the fees payable for issuance and renewal and 
is not an exemption from payment of other fees payable at the time of issuance and 
renewal of a license.
 (6) A person with a disability golf cart driver permit who commits the offense of 
violation of license restrictions under ORS 807.010 by driving on a road or street in 
an area with a speed designation greater than 25 miles per hour commits a Class D 
traffic violation. [1983 c.338 §321; 1985 c.16 §139; 1985 c.608 §25; 1989 c.636 §26]

 807.220 Emergency driver permit; fees. (1) The Department of Transportation 
shall provide for the issuance of emergency driver permits in a manner consistent 
with this section.
 (2) Except as otherwise provided in this section an emergency driver permit is 
subject to the fees, provisions, conditions, prohibitions and penalties applicable to a 
Class C license.
 (3) The following apply to an emergency driver permit:



DRIVING PRIVILEGES AND IDENTIFICATION CARDS

OREGON VEHICLE CODE (2021 Edition)Page 157

 (a) The department may issue an emergency driver permit to a person 14 years 
of age or older.
 (b) The department shall place restrictions on the permit that designate the 
routes over which the permit is valid. The department shall designate routes it 
determines necessary from the facts creating the emergency.
 (c) The permit shall only be issued if the department is satisfied that an 
emergency exists that requires operation of a motor vehicle by the applicant.
 (d) The department may establish a form for the permit that differs from the form 
required for a license.
 (e) The only fee required for issuance of the permit is the emergency driver 
permit fee under ORS 807.370.
 (f) The department may establish a period for the expiration of the permit that 
coincides with the end of the emergency that is the basis for the permit.
 (g) The department shall cancel the permit if the department determines that 
the holder of the permit has operated a motor vehicle over any highway or for any 
purpose other than one approved under the permit.
 (h) If an emergency driver permit is canceled, the person issued the permit is 
ineligible to be issued another emergency driver permit for a period of one year.
 (i) In addition to any other application requirements for the emergency driver 
permit, the applicant must obtain the endorsement on the application of the sheriff 
of the county in which the applicant resides.
 (4) The department may issue an emergency driver permit, if the person 
qualifies for the permit, to a person whose driving privileges are suspended under 
ORS 809.280 because the department has received an order suspending driving 
privileges under ORS 809.260. In addition to other emergencies, a situation that 
leaves the applicant with no alternative means to travel to and from school is an 
emergency for purposes of a permit issued under this subsection. [1983 c.338 
§322; 1985 c.16 §140; 1985 c.174 §10; 1985 c.608 §26; 1987 c.262 §1; 1989 c.636 
§27; 2001 c.410 §4; 2003 c.14 §479; 2005 c.59 §5; 2011 c.355 §2]

 807.230 Special student driver permit; fees. The Department of Transportation 
shall provide for issuance of special student driver permits in a manner consistent 
with this section. A special student driver permit grants the driving privileges 
provided in this section or under the permit. Except as otherwise provided in this 
section, a special student driver permit is subject to the fees, provisions, conditions, 
prohibitions and penalties applicable to a Class C license. The following apply to a 
special student driver permit:
 (1) The department may issue a special student driver permit to a person 14 
years of age or older.
 (2) The department shall place restrictions on the permit to limit operation of a 
vehicle under the permit to operation necessary as a means of transportation to or 
from the school, college or other educational institution attended by the person to 
whom the driver permit is issued.
 (3) The permit shall only be issued if the applicant has no other available means 
of transportation by which to continue the applicant’s education.
 (4) The permit shall only be issued if the department is satisfied that the 
applicant has had sufficient experience in the operation of motor vehicles to operate 
a motor vehicle without endangering the safety of the public.
 (5) The department may establish a form for the permit that differs from the form 
required for a license that is issued.
 (6) The only fee required for issuance of the permit is the special student driver 
permit fee under ORS 807.370.
 (7) The department shall cancel the permit if the department determines that 
the holder of the permit has operated a motor vehicle over any highway or for any 
purpose other than as approved under the permit.
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 (8) If a special student driver permit is canceled, the person issued the permit is 
ineligible to be issued any license or driver permit until the person is old enough to 
be eligible for a license.
 (9) In addition to any other application requirements for the special student 
driver permit, the applicant must:
 (a) Certify that the applicant has no other available means of transportation that 
would enable the applicant to continue the applicant’s education;
 (b) Specify the road or highway over which the applicant desires to operate 
motor vehicles;
 (c) Obtain the endorsement of the sheriff of the county in which the applicant 
resides and of the principal of the school the applicant attends; and
 (d) Provide any other information required by the department. [1983 c.338 §323; 
1985 c.174 §11; 1985 c.597 §17a; 1985 c.608 §27; 1989 c.636 §28; 2003 c.14 §480; 
2005 c.59 §6]

 807.240 Hardship permit; fees; rules. The Department of Transportation 
shall provide for issuance of hardship driver permits in a manner consistent with 
this section. A hardship driver permit grants the driving privileges provided in 
this section or under the permit. Except as otherwise provided in this section, a 
hardship driver permit is subject to the fees, provisions, conditions, prohibitions and 
penalties applicable to a license. The following apply to a hardship driver permit:
 (1) The department may only issue a permit to a person whose driving privileges 
under the vehicle code have been suspended, or revoked under ORS 809.600 as a 
habitual offender.
 (2) Except as provided in this section and ORS 813.520, the department may 
reinstate the privilege to operate a motor vehicle of any person whose license to 
operate a motor vehicle has been suspended, or revoked under ORS 809.600 as a 
habitual offender, by issuing the person a hardship permit.
 (3) To qualify for a hardship permit, a person must do all of the following:
 (a) The person must submit to the department an application for the permit that 
demonstrates the person’s need for the permit.
 (b) The person must present satisfactory evidence, as determined by the 
department by rule:
 (A) That the person must operate a motor vehicle as a requisite of the person’s 
occupation or employment;
 (B) That the person must operate a motor vehicle to seek employment or to get 
to or from a place of employment;
 (C) That the person must operate a motor vehicle to get to or from an alcohol or 
drug treatment or rehabilitation program;
 (D) That the person or a member of the person’s immediate family requires 
medical treatment on a regular basis and that the person must operate a motor 
vehicle in order that the treatment may be obtained;
 (E) That the person must operate a motor vehicle to get to or from a gambling 
addiction treatment program; or
 (F) That the person must operate a motor vehicle to provide necessary services 
to the person or to a member of the person’s family. The department shall determine 
by rule what constitutes necessary services for purposes of this subparagraph. 
The rule shall include as necessary services, but need not be limited to, grocery 
shopping, driving the person or the person’s children to school, driving to medical 
appointments and caring for elderly family members.
 (c) If the person is applying for a permit because the person or a member 
of the person’s immediate family requires medical treatment on a regular basis, 
the person must present, in addition to any evidence required by the department 
under paragraph (b) of this subsection, a statement signed by a licensed physician 
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or licensed nurse practitioner that indicates that the person or a member of the 
person’s immediate family requires medical treatment on a regular basis.
 (d) The person must show that the person is not incompetent to drive nor a 
habitual incompetent, reckless or criminally negligent driver as established by the 
person’s driving record in this or any other jurisdiction.
 (e) The person must make a future responsibility filing.
 (f) The person must submit any other information the department may require 
for purposes of determining whether the person qualifies under this section and 
ORS 813.520.
 (4) If the department finds that the person meets the requirements of this 
section and any applicable requirements under ORS 813.520, the department 
may issue the person a hardship permit, valid for the duration of the suspension 
or revocation or for a shorter period of time established by the department unless 
sooner suspended or revoked under this section. If the department issues the 
permit for a period shorter than the suspension or revocation period, renewal of the 
permit shall be on such terms and conditions as the department may require. The 
permit:
 (a) Shall limit the holder to operation of a motor vehicle only during specified 
times.
 (b) May bear other reasonable limitations relating to the hardship permit or 
the operation of a motor vehicle that the department deems proper or necessary. 
The limitations may include any limitation, condition or requirement. Violation of a 
limitation is punishable as provided by ORS 811.175 or 811.182.
 (5) The department, upon receiving satisfactory evidence of any violation of 
the limitations of a permit issued under this section, may suspend or revoke the 
hardship permit.
 (6) The fee charged for application or issuance of a hardship driver permit is the 
hardship driver permit application fee under ORS 807.370. The department may 
not refund the fee if the application is denied or if the driver permit is suspended 
or revoked. The fee upon renewal of the driver permit is the same fee as that 
charged for renewal of a license. The application fee charged under this subsection 
is in addition to any fee charged for reinstatement of driving privileges under ORS 
807.370.
 (7) The department may issue a permit granting the same driving privileges 
as those suspended or revoked or may issue a permit granting fewer driving 
privileges, as the department determines necessary to assure safe operation of 
motor vehicles by the permit holder.
 (8) The department may not issue a hardship permit to a person:
 (a) Whose driver license or driver permit is suspended pursuant to ORS 25.750 
to 25.783;
 (b) Whose driving privileges are suspended pursuant to ORS 809.280 (2);
 (c) That authorizes the person to operate a commercial motor vehicle;
 (d) Whose suspension of driving privileges is based on a second or subsequent 
conviction of driving while under the influence of intoxicants in violation of ORS 
813.010 or the statutory counterpart to ORS 813.010 in another jurisdiction and the 
suspension period is determined by ORS 809.428 (2)(b) or (c);
 (e) Whose driving privileges are suspended for a conviction of assault in the 
second, third or fourth degree if the person, within 10 years preceding application 
for the permit, has been convicted of:
 (A) Any degree of murder, manslaughter, criminally negligent homicide or 
assault resulting from the operation of a motor vehicle;
 (B) Reckless driving, as defined in ORS 811.140;
 (C) Driving while under the influence of intoxicants, as defined in ORS 813.010;
 (D) Failure to perform the duties of a driver involved in a collision, as described 
in ORS 811.700 or 811.705;
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 (E) Criminal driving while suspended or revoked, as defined in ORS 811.182;
 (F) Fleeing or attempting to elude a police officer, as defined in ORS 811.540;
 (G) Aggravated vehicular homicide, as defined in ORS 163.149; or
 (H) Aggravated driving while suspended or revoked, as defined in ORS 163.196; 
or
 (f) Whose driving privileges are suspended for a conviction of assault in the 
second, third or fourth degree:
 (A) For a period of four years from the date the department suspends driving 
privileges if the person’s driving privileges are suspended for conviction of assault 
in the second degree and the person was not incarcerated for that conviction.
 (B) For a period of four years from the date the person is released from 
incarceration for the conviction if the person’s driving privileges are suspended for 
conviction of assault in the second degree and the person was incarcerated for that 
conviction.
 (C) For a period of two years from the date the department suspends driving 
privileges if the person’s driving privileges are suspended for conviction of assault 
in the third degree and the person was not incarcerated for that conviction.
 (D) For a period of two years from the date the person is released from 
incarceration for the conviction if the person’s driving privileges are suspended for 
conviction of assault in the third degree and the person was incarcerated for that 
conviction.
 (E) For a period of six months from the date the department suspends driving 
privileges if the person’s driving privileges are suspended for conviction of assault 
in the fourth degree and the person is not incarcerated for that conviction.
 (F) For a period of six months from the date the person is released from 
incarceration for the conviction if the person’s driving privileges are suspended for 
conviction of assault in the fourth degree and the person was incarcerated for that 
conviction.
 (9) A conviction arising out of the same episode as the current suspension is not 
considered a conviction for purposes of subsection (8)(e) of this section.
 (10) A person’s driving privileges under a hardship permit are subject to 
suspension or revocation if the person does not maintain a good driving record, as 
defined by the administrative rules of the department, during the term of the permit. 
[1983 c.338 §327; 1985 c.16 §144; 1985 c.608 §29; 1987 c.730 §11; 1987 c.801 
§3; 1989 c.636 §33; 1991 c.860 §4; 1993 c.627 §2; 1993 c.751 §45; 1999 c.796 §4; 
2001 c.294 §1; 2003 c.23 §1; 2003 c.160 §2; 2005 c.471 §11; 2017 c.319 §1; 2018 
c.76 §§2,2a; 2019 c.215 §1; 2019 c.358 §43]

 807.250 [1985 c.16 §150; 1987 c.262 §2; 1987 c.801 §4; 1991 c.835 §5; 1995 
c.750 §§3,6; 1999 c.619 §6; 2003 c.23 §2; 2003 c.204 §1; 2011 c.355 §27; 2017 
c.21 §76; 2017 c.319 §2; repealed by 2018 c.76 §1]

 807.252 [1999 c.796 §3; 2001 c.104 §302; 2003 c.14 §481; 2003 c.23 §3; 2007 
c.867 §9; 2009 c.783 §8; 2017 c.319 §3; 2018 c.22 §7; repealed by 2018 c.76 §1]

 807.260 [1985 c.16 §152; 1987 c.801 §5; repealed by 2018 c.76 §1]

 807.270 [1983 c.338 §326; 1985 c.16 §143; 1985 c.597 §18; 1985 c.608 §28; 
1987 c.730 §12; 1999 c.1051 §280; 2001 c.294 §2; 2003 c.160 §3; 2007 c.195 §4; 
repealed by 2018 c.76 §1]

 807.280 Instruction driver permit; fees. The Department of Transportation 
shall provide for the issuance of instruction driver permits in a manner consistent 
with this section. A person who is issued an instruction driver permit may exercise 
the same driving privileges as those under the class of license or endorsement for 
which the permit is issued except as provided in this section or under the permit. 



DRIVING PRIVILEGES AND IDENTIFICATION CARDS

OREGON VEHICLE CODE (2021 Edition)Page 161

Except as otherwise provided in this section, an instruction driver permit is subject 
to the fees, provisions, conditions, prohibitions and penalties applicable to a license 
or endorsement granting the same driving privileges. The following apply to an 
instruction driver permit:
 (1) An instruction driver permit is subject to the same classifications and 
endorsements as a license. The department may issue an instruction driver permit 
to grant the same driving privileges as a Class C driver license or as a motorcycle 
endorsement, but the instruction driver permit will also be subject to the provisions 
of this section.
 (2) The department may issue an instruction driver permit to a person who is 
qualified to obtain the same driving privileges under the corresponding class of 
license or type of endorsement except for the person’s age or lack of experience in 
the operation of motor vehicles subject to the following:
 (a) An applicant must be 15 years of age or older to receive the same driving 
privileges as are granted under a Class C license.
 (b) An applicant must be 16 years of age or older and have a commercial driver 
license or a Class C license to receive the same driving privileges as are granted 
under a motorcycle endorsement.
 (c) An applicant must be 18 years of age or older to receive the same driving 
privileges as are granted under any class of license not otherwise provided for 
under this subsection.
 (3) The fees required for issuance or renewal of an instruction driver permit are 
the instruction driver permit fees under ORS 807.370.
 (4) A Class C instruction driver permit shall be valid for 24 months from the date 
of issuance. All other instruction driver permits issued under this section shall be 
valid for one year from the date of issuance.
 (5) When an instruction driver permit expires or is about to expire, the 
department shall renew the instruction driver permit if the holder of the instruction 
driver permit qualifies for renewal of the instruction driver permit under this section 
and applies for renewal:
 (a) Within one year of the expiration of an instruction driver permit issued under 
this section; or
 (b) Within six months after the applicant is discharged from the Armed Forces 
of the United States if the applicant held an instruction driver permit issued by this 
state at the time of the applicant’s entry into the Armed Forces.
 (6) To qualify for renewal of an instruction driver permit, a person must meet all 
of the requirements for the type of instruction driver permit sought to be renewed, 
except that the department may waive the examination unless the department has 
reason to believe that the applicant is not qualified for the instruction driver permit.
 (7) An instruction driver permit that is renewed under this section may be used 
on or after the date of issuance. If the department issues an instruction driver 
permit renewal to a person under this section before the expiration of the instruction 
driver permit being renewed, the older permit is invalid. An instruction driver permit 
that becomes invalid under this subsection shall be surrendered to the department.
 (8) The holder of the instruction driver permit may not operate a motor vehicle 
unless the holder has the instruction driver permit in the holder’s immediate 
possession and is accompanied by a person with a class of license granting the 
same driving privileges or a license with an endorsement granting the same driving 
privileges who is not less than 21 years of age. The accompanying person must 
be occupying a seat beside the holder of the instruction driver permit unless the 
instruction driver permit is for motorcycle driving privileges. For an instruction driver 
permit granting motorcycle driving privileges, the holder of the instruction driver 
permit must be in the company and under the supervision and visual observation 
of the accompanying person and the accompanying person must be operating a 
separate motorcycle.
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 (9) The holder of an instruction driver permit granting motorcycle driving 
privileges is subject to the following in addition to any other requirements under this 
section:
 (a) The holder may operate a motorcycle only during daylight hours.
 (b) The holder may not carry any passengers on the motorcycle.
 (c) The holder of the instruction driver permit must wear an approved helmet 
while operating a motorcycle.
 (10)(a) The department may issue an instruction driver permit to a person 
with a limited vision condition if a rehabilitation training specialist certifies to the 
department that the person has successfully completed a rehabilitation training 
program.
 (b) As used in this subsection, “limited vision condition,” “rehabilitation training 
specialist” and “rehabilitation training program” have the meanings given those 
terms in ORS 807.355.
 (11) In addition to any other requirements under this section, the holder of an 
instruction driver permit issued under subsection (10) of this section may operate 
a motor vehicle only when using a bioptic telescopic lens. [1983 c.338 §316; 1985 
c.16 §135; 1985 c.608 §23; 1989 c.397 §1; 1989 c.636 §29; 1991 c.67 §219; 
2001 c.410 §5; 2003 c.14 §482; 2003 c.277 §§8,12; 2005 c.59 §§7,8; 2005 c.649 
§§35,36; 2007 c.121 §§1,2; 2007 c.588 §5; 2013 c.237 §45]

 807.285 Commercial learner driver permit; fees. (1) The Department of 
Transportation shall issue commercial learner driver permits in the manner provided 
by this section. Except as provided in this section, a person who is issued a 
commercial learner driver permit may exercise the same driving privileges as those 
under the class of commercial driver license or endorsement for which the permit 
is issued. Except as provided in this section, a commercial learner driver permit 
is subject to the provisions, conditions, prohibitions and penalties applicable to a 
license or endorsement granting the same driving privileges.
 (2) The department may issue commercial learner driver permits under 
this section that grant the driving privileges of a Class A commercial, Class B 
commercial or Class C commercial driver license, subject to the requirements and 
restrictions described in this section.
 (3) An applicant for a commercial learner driver permit must be 18 years of age 
or older and must have a valid driver license issued by the department.
 (4) In addition to meeting the requirement of providing proof of lawful status 
under ORS 807.040, an applicant for a commercial learner driver permit must 
submit valid documentation, as defined by the department by rule, that the 
person is a citizen or lawful permanent resident of the United States or a citizen 
of a country with a Compact of Free Association with the United States. The 
requirements of this subsection do not apply to
an applicant for a limited term commercial learner driver permit issued under ORS 
807.730.
 (5) A commercial learner driver permit is valid for a period of one year from the 
date of issuance and is not renewable.
 (6) Except as provided in subsection (7) of this section, the holder of the 
commercial learner driver permit may not operate a commercial motor vehicle 
unless the holder has the permit in the holder’s immediate possession and is 
accompanied by a person who:
 (a) Is at least 21 years of age;
 (b) Holds a class of commercial driver license and endorsements that grant the 
driving privileges required to operate the vehicle;
 (c) Has no restrictions on the person’s driving privileges that would make 
operation of the vehicle unlawful under ORS 807.010 (2);
 (d) Has the permit holder under observation and direct supervision; and
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 (e) Is occupying a seat beside the holder of the permit or, in the case of a 
commercial passenger vehicle, directly behind or in the first row behind the driver.
 (7) When taking an examination as described in ORS 807.070 (3) with an 
examiner employed by the department, the holder of a commercial learner driver 
permit is not required to be accompanied by a commercial driver license holder as 
otherwise required under subsection (6) of this section.
 (8) The holder of a commercial learner driver permit may not operate:
 (a) Any vehicle transporting hazardous materials.
 (b) A tank vehicle, unless the tank is empty.
 (c) A commercial passenger vehicle while transporting passengers, unless 
the passengers are federal or state auditors or inspectors, test examiners or other 
trainees and there is a commercial driver license holder accompanying the permit 
holder as required by subsection (6) of this section.
 (d) A school bus while transporting passengers, unless the other passengers 
are federal or state auditors or inspectors, test examiners or other trainees and 
there is a commercial driver license holder accompanying the permit holder as 
required by subsection (6) of this section.
 (e) A commercial motor vehicle combination consisting of more than one towed 
vehicle.
 (9) A commercial learner driver permit must contain all of the applicable 
information described in ORS 807.110 (1) and a prominent statement that the 
permit is a “commercial learner permit” or “CLP.”
 (10) An applicant for a commercial learner driver permit must pay the 
commercial learner driver permit fee established under ORS 807.370. [2013 c.237 
§32; 2017 c.306 §§5,5a; 2019 c.701 §20]

 807.290 Special temporary instruction driver permit; fees. (1) The 
Department of Transportation shall provide for the issuance of special temporary 
instruction driver permits in a manner consistent with this section. Except as 
provided in this section, a special temporary instruction driver permit is subject to 
the same fees, provisions, conditions, prohibitions and penalties applicable to an 
instruction driver permit under ORS 807.280.
 (2) The department may issue a special temporary instruction driver permit, 
without charge, to a person who has filed an application for and paid the fee for 
a special student driver permit or an emergency driver permit but was unable 
to qualify for the permit because of lack of experience in the operation of motor 
vehicles. A permit issued under this section shall be valid for only 60 days. [1983 
c.338 §317]

 807.300 [1985 c.608 §29b; 1987 c.744 §7; repealed by 1989 c.636 §54]

 807.310 Applicant temporary permit; rules. (1) The Department of 
Transportation shall provide for the issuance of applicant temporary driver permits 
in a manner consistent with this section.
 (2) The department may issue an applicant temporary driver permit to an 
applicant for a driver license or for a driver permit while the department is 
determining all facts relative to application for the driver license or driver permit. 
The department shall set forth on the applicant temporary driver permit the driving 
privileges granted under the permit.
 (3) The holder of an applicant temporary driver permit must have the temporary 
driver permit on the holder’s person while operating a motor vehicle. The holder 
of an applicant temporary driver permit must operate within the driving privileges 
granted under the temporary driver permit.
 (4) An applicant temporary driver permit is valid for a period of 30 days from the 
date issued. The department may extend the term of the permit for sufficient cause. 
An extension of the term of the permit may not exceed an additional 30 days.
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 (5) An applicant temporary driver permit automatically becomes invalid if the 
applicant’s license or permit is issued or refused for good cause.
 (6) The department may not charge a fee for issuance of an applicant temporary 
driver permit under this section. [1983 c.338 §315; 1985 c.16 §134; 1985 c.597 §13; 
1985 c.608 §22; 2008 c.1 §27; 2011 c.9 §98; 2011 c.282 §3; 2017 c.190 §14; 2019 
c.701 §21]

 807.320 Court issued temporary driver permit. (1) Courts shall provide for 
issuance of court issued temporary driver permits in a manner consistent with this 
section. A court issued temporary driver permit grants only those driving privileges 
specifically granted under the permit.
 (2) If a court takes immediate possession of a license or driver permit under 
ORS 809.275 upon suspension or revocation of the driving privileges under the 
license or driver permit, the court shall issue a court issued temporary driver permit 
to the person convicted if the court determines issuance of the permit is necessary 
to give full effect to the requirement that the court take the license or driver permit 
under ORS 809.275.
 (3) A court issued temporary driver permit:
 (a) Shall be issued in a form specified by the Department of Transportation.
 (b) Is valid until midnight of the day of conviction of the person issued the permit. 
[1983 c.338 §324; 1993 c.751 §47]

 807.330 Court bail driver permit. (1) Courts shall provide for the issuance of 
court bail driver permits in a manner and to grant driving privileges consistent with 
this section.
 (2) The court bail driver permit shall act as a receipt for a license that is 
accepted as security by a court under ORS 810.300 and 810.310.
 (3) The permit confers on the person to whom it is issued the same driving 
privileges as the license which was accepted as security.
 (4) The Department of Transportation shall prepare a form for the permit and all 
permits issued pursuant to this section shall conform to the form so prepared.
 (5) Upon issuance of a permit, a court shall promptly notify the department of 
the fact.
 (6) The driving privileges granted under the permit are valid only until the time 
fixed for appearance or the expiration of 30 days from the date the permit is issued, 
whichever first occurs.
 (7) No fee shall be charged for issuance of the permit. [1983 c.338 §325; 1999 
c.1051 §280a]

(Continuing Eligibility)

 807.340 Proof of eligibility; effect of failure to reestablish; waiver of fee. 
(1) The Department of Transportation may require any person to whom a driver 
license, driver permit or endorsement is issued to appear before the department 
and provide proof that the person was eligible or reestablish the person’s eligibility 
by taking an examination under ORS 807.070 or following the procedures in 
ORS 807.090, as appropriate. The department may act under this section if the 
department has reason to believe that the person:
 (a) Was not qualified to hold a driver license, driver permit or endorsement at 
the time of issuance;
 (b) Is no longer qualified to hold a driver license, driver permit or endorsement; 
or
 (c) Is no longer able to safely operate a motor vehicle.
 (2) If a person does not appear before the department within a reasonable 
time after receiving notice from the department under this section or is unable to 
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reestablish eligibility to the satisfaction of the department under this section, the 
department may:
 (a) Take action to suspend the person’s driving privileges under ORS 809.419; 
or
 (b) Take action to cancel the person’s driving privileges under ORS 809.310.
 (3) A person who is required to take one or more tests described in ORS 
807.070 to prove eligibility or to reestablish eligibility under this section is not 
required to pay the fee established under ORS 807.370 for the test. [1983 c.338 
§314; 1985 c.608 §21; 2003 c.14 §483; 2003 c.402 §18; 2003 c.618 §51; 2017 
c.190 §1]

 807.350 Cancellation of privileges; issuance of more limited license 
or permit. (1) The Department of Transportation, at any time, may cancel the 
driving privileges or part of the driving privileges granted any person under any 
class of license or under any endorsement or any driver permit if the department 
determines that the person no longer meets the qualifications or requirements for 
the license, endorsement or permit.
 (2)(a) The department may immediately cancel the driving privileges granted 
any person under any class of license or under any endorsement or any driver 
permit if the person is unable to reestablish eligibility under ORS 807.340 and the 
department determines that:
 (A) The person is no longer able to safely operate a motor vehicle; and
 (B) The person may endanger people or property if the person’s driving 
privileges are not immediately canceled.
 (b) A cancellation under this subsection is subject to a post-imposition hearing 
under ORS 809.440.
 (3) Upon cancellation under this section, a person whose driving privileges are 
canceled shall surrender to the department any license or driver permit issued for 
the driving privileges. Failure to comply with this subsection is subject to penalty as 
provided under ORS 809.500.
 (4) If the department cancels driving privileges under this section, the 
department may provide for the issuance of a license, driver permit or license with 
endorsement or limitations granting driving privileges for which the person does 
qualify or meet the requirements. The department may provide for the waiver of 
all or part of the fees relating to the issuance of a license or driver permit when 
the department issues a driver permit or license under this subsection, as the 
department determines equitable.
 (5) A person whose driving privileges are canceled under this section may 
regain the canceled driving privileges only by reapplying for the privileges and 
establishing eligibility and qualification for the driving privileges as provided by law. 
[1985 c.608 §33; 2003 c.14 §484; 2011 c.355 §31]

(Persons With Limited Vision)

 807.355 Definitions. As used in this section and ORS 807.359, 807.363 and 
807.368:
 (1) “Licensed vision specialist” means an ophthalmologist or an optometrist.
 (2) “Limited vision condition” means visual acuity in the better eye with best lens 
correction that is no better than 20/80 and no worse than 20/200.
 (3) “Rehabilitation training program” means a program designed to train 
a person with a limited vision condition to use a bioptic telescopic lens while 
operating a motor vehicle.
 (4) “Rehabilitation training specialist” means a person certified by the 
Department of Transportation to provide a rehabilitation training program.
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 (5) “Special limited vision condition learner’s permit” means a permit issued by 
the department to a person with a limited vision condition that allows the person to 
enroll in a rehabilitation training program. [2003 c.277 §2]

 807.359 Special limited vision condition learner’s permit. (1) A person with 
a limited vision condition may apply for a special limited vision condition learner’s 
permit if the person:
 (a) Is examined by a licensed vision specialist who determines that the person:
 (A) Has no ocular diagnosis or prognosis that may result in deterioration of the 
person’s corrected vision below a 20/200 level of visual acuity;
 (B) Has a visual field of at least 120 degrees horizontally and 80 degrees 
vertically; and
 (C) Would be aided by using a bioptic telescopic lens when operating a motor 
vehicle;
 (b) Is fitted by the licensed vision specialist with a bioptic telescopic lens 
mounted on the carrier lens;
 (c) Submits to the Department of Transportation a report from the licensed 
vision specialist certifying that the person meets the requirements of this 
subsection;
 (d) Submits proof to the department that the person is enrolled in a rehabilitation 
training program; and
 (e) Takes the test described under ORS 807.070 (2).
 (2) The department shall issue a special limited vision condition learner’s permit 
to a person who meets the requirements of subsection (1) of this section upon 
application and payment of the fee under ORS 807.370.
 (3) If the department issues a special limited vision condition learner’s permit to 
a person under subsection (2) of this section, the department shall send the permit 
to the rehabilitation training program in which the person is enrolled. [2003 c.277 
§3]

 807.363 Issuance of driver license to person with limited vision condition. 
(1) The Department of Transportation shall issue a driver license to a person with a 
limited vision condition if the person:
 (a) Complies with the requirements of ORS 807.040; and
 (b) Provides a certificate issued by a rehabilitation training specialist certifying 
that the person has successfully completed a rehabilitation training program.
 (2) A license issued to a person with a limited vision condition who meets the 
requirements of subsection (1) of this section is restricted to authorize operation of 
a motor vehicle only:
 (a) During daylight hours; and
 (b) When the person is using a bioptic telescopic lens.
 (3) A person issued a license under this section shall be examined every two 
years by a licensed vision specialist who certifies to the department that the person 
meets the vision requirements under ORS 807.359.
 (4) A person must use a bioptic telescopic lens whenever the person is required 
to take a test that is an actual demonstration of the person’s ability to operate a 
motor vehicle without endangering the safety of persons or property. [2003 c.277 
§4; 2007 c.588 §2; 2013 c.473 §1]

 807.368 Form of permit; rehabilitation training specialists; rules. (1) The 
Department of Transportation shall adopt rules that establish:
 (a) The form of the special limited vision condition learner’s permit issued under 
ORS 807.359.
 (b) Certification of rehabilitation training specialists, including:
 (A) Qualifications or requirements for obtaining certification as a rehabilitation 
training specialist.
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 (B) The issuance of rehabilitation training specialist certificates.
 (C) The regulation of persons issued rehabilitation training specialist certificates 
and the rehabilitation training programs offered by those persons.
 (D) Reasonable fees for issuance of a rehabilitation training specialist certificate.
 (E) The forms of certificates to be issued.
 (2) The department shall adopt by rule requirements for a person certified by 
the department as a rehabilitation training specialist to certify the competency of a 
person with a limited vision condition to safely exercise driving privileges granted 
under ORS 807.363. [2003 c.277 §5]

 807.369 Driving at night. (1) Notwithstanding ORS 807.363, a person with a 
limited vision condition may operate a vehicle at night if the person:
 (a) Is issued a driver license under ORS 807.363;
 (b) Provides a certificate issued by a rehabilitation training specialist certifying 
that the person has successfully completed a rehabilitation training program and is 
able to safely operate a motor vehicle at night; and
 (c) Is examined every two years by a licensed vision specialist who certifies that 
the person is able to safely operate a motor vehicle at night.
 (2) As used in this section, “limited vision condition,” “rehabilitation training 
specialist” and “rehabilitation training program” have the meanings given those 
terms in ORS 807.355. [2007 c.588 §8]

FEES

 807.370 License, endorsement and permit fees. (1) Fees for issuance of or 
application for a driving privilege are as follows:
 (a) Class C driver license or restricted Class C driver license, $54.
 (b) Class C limited term driver license or restricted Class C limited term driver 
license, $23.
 (c) Commercial driver license, whether or not the driver license contains 
endorsements, $75.
 (d) Limited term commercial driver license, whether or not the driver license 
contains endorsements, $45.
 (e) Instruction driver permit, $23.
 (f) Commercial learner driver permit, $23.
 (g) Limited term commercial learner driver permit, $23.
 (h) Special student driver permit, $23.
 (i) Emergency driver permit, $23.
 (j) Special limited vision condition learner’s permit, $13.
 (k) Disability golf cart driver permit, $44.
 (L) Hardship driver permit application, $50.
 (2) In addition to paying a fee under this section for issuance of a commercial 
driver license of any class, when the Department of Transportation accepts skills 
test results from a driver competency tester certified under ORS 807.080, the 
person shall pay a fee of $40.
 (3) Fees for a motorcycle endorsement are as follows:
 (a) In addition to any fee for the endorsed driver license, for an original 
motorcycle endorsement added at the time of an original issuance of a driving 
privilege or with a renewal or replacement of an existing driving privilege, $46.
 (b) For an original motorcycle endorsement added without an original issuance 
of a driving privilege or without a renewal or replacement of an existing driving 
privilege, $49.
 (c) A Motorcycle Safety Subaccount fee:
 (A) Upon original issuance of a motorcycle endorsement, $38.
 (B) Upon renewal of a driver license with a motorcycle endorsement, $28.
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 (4) Fees for a farm endorsement are as follows:
 (a) In addition to any fee for the endorsed driver license, for an original farm 
endorsement added at the time of an original issuance of a driving privilege or with 
a renewal or replacement of an existing driving privilege, $26.
 (b) For an original farm endorsement added without an original issuance of a 
driving privilege or without a renewal or replacement of an existing driving privilege, 
$29.
 (5) Fees for renewal of a driving privilege are as follows:
 (a) Class C driver license, $34.
 (b) Class C limited term driver license, $8.
 (c) Commercial driver license, $55.
 (d) Limited term commercial driver license, $14.
 (e) Instruction driver permit, $23.
 (f) Disability golf cart driver permit, $32.
 (6) Fee to replace a driver license or driver permit, $26.
 (7) Fees to take tests required for driving privileges or to remove restrictions are 
as follows:
 (a) The knowledge test for a Class C driver license or Class C limited term driver 
license, $5.
 (b) The knowledge test for a motorcycle endorsement, $5.
 (c) The knowledge test for any commercial driver license or commercial learner 
driver permit, to remove a commercial driving privilege restriction or to add a 
commercial driving privilege endorsement, $10.
 (d) The skills test for a Class C driver license or Class C limited term driver 
license, $9.
 (e) The skills test for any commercial driver license, to remove a restriction or to 
add any commercial driver license endorsement, $70.
 (8) Student Driver Training Fund eligibility fee, $6.
 (9) Limited term Student Driver Training Fund eligibility fee, $2.
 (10) Fee for reinstatement of revoked driving privileges under ORS 809.390 or 
reinstatement of suspended driving privileges under ORS 809.380, $75.
 (11) The department may adopt rules to provide for the assessment or retention 
of the skills test fee when a test is scheduled but the applicant fails to appear at the 
scheduled time. [1983 c.338 §344; 1985 c.16 §161; 1985 c.279 §2; 1985 c.736 §4a; 
1985 c.608 §31; 1987 c.790 §3; 1987 c.801 §6; 1989 c.161 §2; 1989 c.427 §5; 1989 
c.636 §30; 1989 c.902 §3a; 1991 c.709 §3; 1991 c.835 §6; 1993 c.288 §3; 1997 
c.292 §1; 1999 c.91 §2; 1999 c.770 §5; 1999 c.795 §§1,2; 2001 c.294 §4; 2001 
c.668 §3; 2003 c.14 §485; 2003 c.277 §§9,13; 2003 c.618 §49; 2005 c.59 §§2,3; 
2005 c.649 §§10,11; 2007 c.121 §§3,4; 2007 c.122 §§9,10; 2007 c.588 §6; 2008 
c.1 §§17,19; 2009 c.810 §§4,5; 2013 c.237 §33; 2017 c.306 §7; 2018 c.76 §8a; 2018 
c.114 §1]

 807.375 [2005 c.775 §5; repealed by 2018 c.114 §9]

 807.380 [1985 c.16 §157; 1985 c.258 §3; repealed by 1999 c.91 §8]

 807.390 Waiver of certain fees; rules. (1) The Department of Transportation, 
by rule, may provide for a waiver of the fee under ORS 807.160 for issuance of a 
replacement license or driver permit.
 (2) Rules adopted by the department under this section may provide for waiver 
of the described fee only when all of the following apply:
 (a) A person requests a change in information contained on a license or driver 
permit or the department determines such change is necessary.
 (b) The change in information requested under this subsection is generally 
accomplished under procedures that do not require the issuance of a new license 
or driver permit.
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 (c) The department decides to issue a new license or driver permit:
 (A) For purposes of convenience; or
 (B) Under circumstances in which the department does not generally issue a 
new license or driver permit. [1985 c.258 §2; 1999 c.91 §7; 2005 c.59 §4]

IDENTIFICATION CARDS

 807.400 Issuance; application; proof of address; contents; renewal; fee; 
validity; replacement; cancellation; rules. (1) The Department of Transportation 
shall issue an identification card to any person who:
 (a) Is domiciled in or is a resident of this state, as described in ORS 807.062;
 (b) When applying for an identification card that is not a Real ID, provides the 
Social Security number assigned to the person by the United States Social Security 
Administration or a written statement that the person has not been assigned a 
Social Security number, as required under ORS 807.021;
 (c) Does not have a current, valid driver license;
 (d) Furnishes evidence of the person’s full legal name and date of birth; and
 (e) Submits to collection of biometric data by the department that establish the 
identity of the person as provided in ORS 807.024.
 (2) The department shall work with other agencies and organizations to attempt 
to improve the issuance system for identification cards.
 (3) Every original application for an identification card must be signed by the 
applicant. The department shall require proof to verify the address of an applicant 
for issuance of an identification card in addition to other documents the department 
may require of the applicant. If the address of an applicant has changed since 
the last time an identification card was issued to or renewed for the applicant, the 
department shall require proof to verify the address of the applicant for renewal 
of an identification card, in addition to anything else the department may require. 
The department shall adopt rules to identify what constitutes proof of address 
for purposes of this subsection. Proof of address may include, but is not limited 
to, providing a utility bill, a tax return, a record from a financial institution, a proof 
of insurance card or a health benefits card, a selective service card, a mortgage 
document or a lease agreement. The applicant may provide the proof of address by 
submitting proof in the form of an original document or a copy of a document, use 
an electronic device to display proof of address, or provide proof through the use of 
a third party address verification system.
 (4) Every identification card shall be issued upon the standard driver license 
form described under ORS 807.110 and shall bear a statement to the effect that 
the identification card is not a driver license or any other grant of driving privileges 
to operate a motor vehicle and is to be used for identification purposes only. The 
department shall use the same security procedures, processes, materials and 
features for an identification card as are required for a driver license under ORS 
807.110. The identification card is not required to contain the residence address of 
persons listed in ORS 807.110 (1)(e).
 (5) If the identification card is a limited term identification card issued under 
ORS 807.730, the limited term identification card shall indicate:
 (a) That it is a limited term identification card; and
 (b) The date on which the limited term identification card expires.
 (6) Upon order of the juvenile court, the department shall include on the card 
the fact that the person issued the identification card is an emancipated minor.
 (7) Upon request of the person to whom the identification card is issued and 
presentation of proof, as determined by the department by rule, that the person is a 
veteran, as defined in ORS 408.225, the department shall include on the card the 
fact that the person is a veteran.
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 (8) Each original identification card shall expire on a date consistent with the 
expiration dates of licenses as set forth in ORS 807.130.
 (9) Identification cards shall be renewed under the terms for renewal of licenses 
as set forth in ORS 807.150.
 (10) The fee for an original identification card or a renewal thereof shall be the 
fee established under ORS 807.410.
 (11) An identification card becomes invalid if the holder of the card changes the 
holder’s residence address from that shown on the identification card and does not 
provide the department with notice of the change as required under ORS 807.420.
 (12) If a person to whom an identification card was issued and who changes the 
person’s residence address submits an application for a replacement identification 
card, the department may issue a replacement identification card containing the 
new address upon receipt of the old identification card and payment of the fee 
established under ORS 807.410. Except as otherwise provided in subsection (14) of 
this section, the replacement identification card shall bear the same distinguishing 
number as the card being replaced.
 (13) An identification card becomes invalid if the holder of the card changes 
the holder’s name from that shown on the card, including a change of name by 
marriage, without providing the department with notice of the change as required 
under ORS 807.420. Upon receiving such notice and the old identification card, the 
department shall issue a replacement identification card upon payment of the fee 
established under ORS 807.410.
 (14) In the event that, for a reason identified by the department by rule, a person 
needs a replacement identification card that bears a distinguishing number different 
from the number on the card being replaced, the person to whom the card was 
issued may obtain a replacement card from the department upon furnishing proof 
satisfactory to the department of the need for such replacement and payment of the 
fee established under ORS 807.410.
 (15) If a person furnishes proof that the person is a veteran, as defined in ORS 
408.225, and the person’s identification card does not include the fact that the 
person is a veteran, the department shall issue a replacement identification card 
that includes the fact that the person is a veteran.
 (16) The department may establish by rule reasons for issuing replacement 
identification cards that are in addition to the reasons identified in subsections 
(12) to (15) of this section. The fee for a replacement identification card is provided 
under ORS 807.410.
 (17) Upon cancellation of an identification card, the card is terminated and must 
be surrendered to the department. An identification card may be canceled for any of 
the reasons that driving privileges or a driver license may be canceled under ORS 
809.310. The department may reissue an identification card canceled under this 
subsection when the applicant has satisfied all requirements for the identification 
card.
 (18) Notwithstanding any other provision of this section, the department may 
issue an identification card to a person under this subsection without charge when 
the person surrenders the person’s driver license or driver permit to the department 
for reasons described in this subsection. If the department issues an identification 
card under this subsection, the identification card shall expire at the same time as 
the surrendered driver license or driver permit would have expired. An identification 
card issued under this subsection is subject to the same requirements and fees 
for renewal or upon expiration as any other identification card issued under this 
section. The department may issue identification cards under this subsection for 
any of the following reasons:
 (a) The person voluntarily surrenders the person’s driver license or driver permit 
to the department based upon the person’s recognition that the person is no longer 
competent to drive.
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 (b) The person’s driving privileges are suspended under ORS 809.419 (1). 
This paragraph only applies if the person voluntarily surrenders the person’s driver 
license or driver permit to the department as provided under ORS 809.500.
 (19) If a person is applying for an identification card that is a Real ID, the person 
must comply with the requirements under the vehicle code for issuance of Real 
IDs. [1983 c.338 §866; 1985 c.16 §437; 1985 c.174 §13; 1985 c.301 §2; 1989 c.535 
§2; 1993 c.393 §2a; 1993 c.741 §82; 1993 c.751 §48; 2001 c.452 §1; 2003 c.402 
§19; 2005 c.59 §10; 2005 c.241 §2a; 2005 c.775 §8; 2007 c.542 §§8,9; 2008 c.1 
§§21,22; 2010 c.61 §3; 2011 c.282 §4; 2015 c.716 §1; 2017 c.568 §18; 2019 c.312 
§§26,27; 2019 c.701 §§5,6]

 807.405 Applicant temporary identification card; rules. (1) The Department 
of Transportation shall provide for the issuance of applicant temporary identification 
cards in a manner consistent with this section.
 (2) The department may issue an applicant temporary identification card to an 
applicant while the department is determining all facts relative to the application for 
an identification card.
 (3) An applicant temporary identification card is valid for a period of 30 days 
from the date issued. The department may extend the term of the applicant 
temporary identification card for sufficient cause. An extension of the term of the 
applicant temporary identification card may not exceed an additional 30 days.
 (4) An applicant temporary identification card automatically becomes invalid if 
the applicant’s identification card is issued or refused for good cause.
 (5) The department may not charge a fee for issuance of an applicant temporary 
identification card under this section. [2005 c.775 §10; 2008 c.1 §28; 2011 c.9 §99; 
2011 c.282 §5; 2019 c.701 §22]

 807.410 Fees; rules. (1) The following fees apply to identification cards unless 
otherwise provided by ORS 807.400 or otherwise provided by law:
 (a) For issuance of an original identification card, $44.50.
 (b) For renewal of an identification card, $40.50.
 (c) For replacement of an identification card, $39.50.
 (d) For reinstatement of an identification card after suspension, $75.
 (e) For issuance of an original limited term identification card, $20.
 (f) For renewal of a limited term identification card, $18.
 (g) For replacement of a limited term identification card, $39.50.
 (2) The Department of Transportation may not charge a fee for issuing, renewing 
or replacing a parking identification card.
 (3) The department may not charge a fee for issuing or renewing an 
identification card, or providing two replacement identification cards before the 
expiration of the current identification card, for an individual who is experiencing 
homelessness. The individual shall present a form that indicates the individual 
qualifies for the fee waiver, as determined by a nonprofit organization that provides 
services to individuals experiencing homelessness. Before a nonprofit organization 
issues documentation under this subsection, the organization must first meet the 
standards established by the department by rule. The department, by rule, shall 
prescribe the form. [1983 c.338 §867; 1985 c.16 §438; 1985 c.174 §14; 1985 c.301 
§3; 1985 c.736 §7; 1987 c.790 §4; 1989 c.902 §4; 1993 c.393 §2b; 1999 c.91 §3; 
2001 c.668 §4; 2003 c.601 §3; 2008 c.1 §§23,25; 2009 c.865 §§46,47; 2019 c.15 
§1; 2021 c.249 §1]

 807.420 Failure to notify department on change of name or address; rules; 
penalty. (1) A person to whom an identification card is issued under ORS 807.400 
commits the offense of failure to notify the Department of Transportation on change 
of identification card holder name or address if the person does not notify the 
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department in a manner authorized by the department by rule upon any change of 
the person’s:
 (a) Residence address from that noted on the person’s identification card as 
issued; or
 (b) Name from that noted on the person’s identification card as issued, including 
a change of name by marriage.
 (2) Notice required under this section:
 (a) Must be given within 30 days of the change.
 (b) Must be given in person for a change of name.
 (3) The department shall note on its records any change reported to the 
department under this section.
 (4) The offense described in this section, failure to notify department on change 
of identification card holder name or address, is a Class D traffic violation. [1983 
c.338 §868; 1993 c.751 §49; 2003 c.129 §2]

 807.430 Misuse of identification card; penalty. (1) A person commits the 
offense of misuse of an identification card if the person performs any act in relation 
to an identification card issued under ORS 807.400 that is prohibited in relation to a 
license under ORS 807.530, 807.580 to 807.600 or 809.500 or fails to perform any 
act in relation to an identification card issued under ORS 807.400 that is required in 
relation to a license under ORS 807.530, 807.580 to 807.600 or 809.500.
 (2) The offense described by this section, misuse of identification card, is a 
Class A misdemeanor. [1983 c.338 §869; 1985 c.393 §67; 1987 c.262 §3]

REAL ID

 807.450 Definition. “Real ID” means a driver license, driver permit or 
identification card that complies with the Real ID Act of 2005, P.L. 109-13, that is 
issued by this state and marked with a distinguishing feature. [2017 c.568 §3]

 807.455 Issuance, replacement and renewal; requirements. (1) The 
Department of Transportation shall issue a Real ID to any person who:
 (a) Meets the requirements for a driver license, driver permit or identification 
card as described in the vehicle code;
 (b) Submits proof, as required by rule by the department, establishing the 
person’s:
 (A) Identity;
 (B) Date of birth;
 (C) Social Security number, or proof that the person is not eligible for a Social 
Security number; and
 (D) Lawful status in the United States;
 (c) Pays the fee described in ORS 807.460; and
 (d) Surrenders any Real ID previously issued to the person by this state or 
another jurisdiction.
 (2) If there is any change to the applicant’s name, date of birth or Social Security 
number after the department issues a Real ID to the applicant, the department 
may not replace or renew the Real ID unless the applicant appears in person and 
submits proof of the change, as required by rule by the department. [2017 c.568 §4]

 807.460 Fees. (1) In addition to any fee imposed under ORS 807.370 or 
807.410, the Department of Transportation shall impose a fee for each Real ID 
issued, renewed or replaced, for the purpose of covering the additional costs to the 
department related to the issuance of Real IDs.
 (2) An applicant who applies for a Real ID driver license as an original driver 
license shall pay the driver license issuance fee under ORS 807.370, plus the fee 
described in subsection (1) of this section.
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 (3) An applicant who applies to replace a current driver license with a Real ID 
driver license shall pay the driver license replacement fee under ORS 807.370, plus 
the fee described in subsection (1) of this section.
 (4) An applicant who applies to renew a driver license with a Real ID driver 
license shall pay the driver license renewal fee under ORS 807.370, plus the fee 
described in subsection (1) of this section.
 (5) In addition to the fees in subsection (2), (3) or (4) of this section, an applicant 
who applies for a class of driver license that is different from the driver license the 
applicant currently holds, or who applies to add or remove an endorsement, as part 
of Real ID issuance, shall pay the fees associated with the new class of license or 
the endorsement for which the applicant is applying. [2017 c.568 §5; 2018 c.60 §1; 
2018 c.114 §7]

 807.465 Document retention. For the purpose of issuing Real IDs only, the 
Department of Transportation shall:
 (1) Capture digital images of identity source documents and retain the images in 
a transferable format.
 (2) Retain digital images of identity source documents for a minimum of 10 
years. [2017 c.568 §6]

 807.470 Disclosure of identity source documents. (1) Except as provided in 
subsection (2) of this section, an officer, employee or contractor of the Department 
of Transportation may not knowingly disclose, or otherwise make available to 
any person copies of, identity source documents submitted to the department in 
connection with an application for a driver license, driver permit or identification 
card.
 (2) An officer, employee or contractor of the department may make information 
or copies described in subsection (1) of this section available to the agency that 
issued the identity source document for the purpose of verifying the identity source 
document. [2017 c.568 §7]

 807.475 Fingerprint requirements. (1) The Department of Transportation may 
require all employees, volunteers or contractors with access to systems that enable 
them to affect the information that appears on driver licenses, driver permits or 
identification cards to be fingerprinted.
 (2) Fingerprints acquired under this section may be used for the purpose of 
requesting state or nationwide criminal records checks under ORS 181A.195. [2017 
c.568 §8]

 807.480 Verification of lawful status in the United States; rules. (1) The 
Department of Transportation shall verify an applicant’s Social Security number 
before issuing an original or renewal Real ID.
 (2) The department shall verify the applicant’s lawful status in the United States 
before issuing an original Real ID.
 (3) The department shall verify the lawful status in the United States of an 
applicant who is not a citizen of the United States when the applicant is applying to 
renew a Real ID.
 (4) Notwithstanding the requirements of subsections (2) and (3) of this section, 
the department may verify the lawful status in the United States of any applicant 
applying for renewal or replacement of a Real ID, as determined by the department 
by rule.
 (5) The department shall determine, by rule, expiration dates for a Real ID 
issued to a person who is not a citizen or permanent legal resident of the United 
States. To the extent possible, rules adopted by the department under this section 
must be uniform with any applicable federal regulations related to Real ID. [2017 
c.568 §9; 2019 c.312 §34]
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 807.485 Public information program. The Department of Transportation shall 
develop a public information program to educate driver license, driver permit and 
identification card applicants and the general public about:
 (1) The differences between Real IDs and driver licenses, driver permits or 
identification cards that are not Real IDs, including but not limited to information 
about cost, document storage and function.
 (2) Alternatives to obtaining a Real ID to access federal facilities and board 
federally regulated commercial aircraft. [2017 c.568 §10]

OFFENSES

 807.500 Unlawful production of certain documents; affirmative defense; 
penalty. (1) A person commits the offense of unlawful production of identification 
cards, licenses, permits, forms or camera cards if the person, without the authority 
of the Department of Transportation, advertises for the production of, produces 
in any way or causes to be produced any facsimiles of the identification cards, 
licenses, permits, forms or camera cards upon which the department issues 
identification cards, licenses or driver permits under the vehicle code.
 (2) The offense described in this section, unlawful production of identification 
cards, licenses, permits, forms or camera cards, is a Class C felony.
 (3) It is an affirmative defense to violating subsection (1) of this section that 
the person charged with the offense was under 21 years of age at the time of 
committing the offense and the person produced an identification card, license or 
permit solely for the purpose of enabling the person to purchase alcohol, tobacco 
products as defined in ORS 431A.175 or inhalant delivery systems as defined in 
ORS 431A.175. [1983 c.338 §330; 1985 c.597 §19; 1993 c.393 §3; 2003 c.633 §1; 
2015 c.158 §27; 2017 c.701 §17]

 807.510 Transfer of documents for purposes of misrepresentation; penalty. 
(1) A person commits the offense of transfer of documents for the purposes of 
misrepresentation if the person:
 (a) Manufactures, produces, sells, offers for sale or transfers to another person 
any document purporting to be a certified copy of a record of a live birth, certificate 
of baptism, driver license or any other document designated by the Department of 
Transportation by rule as acceptable for establishing age or identity; and
 (b) Knows or has reason to know that the document may be used to represent a 
person as another person in obtaining documents issued by a government agency 
to grant driving privileges or for identification purposes.
 (2) The offense described in this section, transfer of documents for purposes of 
misrepresentation, is a Class A misdemeanor. [1983 c.338 §331; 1985 c.597 §20; 
1993 c.393 §4; 2013 c.366 §84]

 807.520 False swearing to receive license; penalty. (1) A person commits the 
offense of false swearing to receive a driver license if the person makes any false 
affidavit or knowingly swears or affirms falsely to any matter required to be sworn to 
or affirmed in the process of applying for, receiving and holding a license or driver 
permit under the vehicle code.
 (2) The offense described in this section, false swearing to receive a driver 
license, is a Class A misdemeanor. [1983 c.338 §332]

 807.530 False application for license; penalty. (1) A person commits the 
offense of providing a false application for a license if the person in applying for 
a license or driver permit or for renewal or replacement thereof under the vehicle 
code knowingly:
 (a) Uses or gives a false or fictitious name or identity;
 (b) Gives or uses a false or fictitious address;
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 (c) Gives or uses a false age;
 (d) Makes a false statement;
 (e) Conceals a material fact;
 (f) Uses or attempts to use false identification documents;
 (g) Allows another person to take any test related to issuance of a license or 
permit on behalf of the applicant; or
 (h) Otherwise commits fraud in the application.
 (2) The offense described in this section, providing a false application for a 
license, is a Class A misdemeanor. [1983 c.338 §333; 1985 c.16 §153; 1993 c.393 
§5; 1999 c.770 §3; 2005 c.59 §9]

 807.540 Failure to surrender prior license; penalty. (1) A person commits 
the offense of failing to surrender a prior license if the person accepts a license or 
driver permit issued by the Department of Transportation to that person without first 
surrendering all out-of-state licenses or driver permits issued to that person.
 (2) The offense described in this section, failure to surrender a prior license, is 
a Class D traffic violation. [1983 c.338 §334; 1985 c.16 §154; 1985 c.597 §21; 1995 
c.383 §9]

 807.550 Holding multiple licenses; penalty. (1) A person commits the offense 
of holding multiple licenses if the person applies for and accepts a license or driver 
permit, other than an instruction driver permit, when the person holds an existing 
license or driver permit.
 (2) The offense described in this section, holding multiple licenses, is a Class B 
traffic violation. [1983 c.338 §335; 1985 c.608 §30]

 807.560 Failure to notify department upon change of address or name; 
rules; penalty. (1) A person to whom a license or driver permit is issued commits 
the offense of failure to notify upon change of driver address or name if the person 
does not notify the Department of Transportation in a manner authorized by the 
department by rule upon any change of the person’s:
 (a) Residence address from that noted on the person’s license or driver permit 
as issued or on the department’s records;
 (b) Name from that noted on the person’s license or driver permit as issued, 
including a change of name by marriage; or
 (c) Place of employment, if the person is a corrections officer, as provided in 
ORS 802.253, or an eligible employee, as defined in ORS 802.250, whose place 
of employment address is noted on department records in accordance with ORS 
802.250 or 802.253.
 (2) Notice required under this section:
 (a) Must be given within 30 days of change of driver address or name.
 (b) Must be given in person for a change of name.
 (3) The department shall note on its records any change reported to the 
department under this section.
 (4) Failure to notify upon change of driver address or name is a Class D traffic 
violation. [1983 c.338 §337; 1985 c.563 §8; 1989 c.695 §2; 1991 c.523 §8; 2003 
c.129 §3; 2005 c.292 §9; 2019 c.312 §17]

 807.570 Failure to carry or present license; penalty. (1) A person commits the 
offense of failure to carry a license or to present a license to a police officer if the 
person either:
 (a) Drives any motor vehicle upon a highway in this state without a license, 
driver permit or out-of-state license in the person’s possession; or
 (b) Does not present and deliver such license or permit to a police officer when 
requested by the police officer under any of the following circumstances:
 (A) Upon being lawfully stopped or detained when driving a vehicle.
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 (B) When the vehicle that the person was driving is involved in an accident.
 (2) This section does not apply to any person expressly exempted under ORS 
807.020 from the requirement to have a driver license or driver permit.
 (3) Except as provided in ORS 813.110, it is a defense to any charge under this 
section that the person so charged produce a license, driver permit or out-of-state 
license that had been issued to the person and was valid at the time of violation of 
this section.
 (4) A police officer may detain a person arrested or cited for the offense 
described in this section only for such time as reasonably necessary to investigate 
and verify the person’s identity.
 (5) The offense described in this section, failure to carry a license or to present 
a license to a police officer, is a Class C misdemeanor. [1983 c.338 §339; 1985 c.16 
§158; 1987 c.217 §6]

 807.580 Using invalid license; penalty. (1) A person commits the offense of 
using an invalid license if the person knowingly displays or permits to be displayed 
or possesses any license or driver permit that the person knows is fictitious, 
canceled, revoked, suspended or fraudulently altered.
 (2) The offense described in this section, using an invalid license, is a Class A 
misdemeanor. [1983 c.338 §340]

 807.590 Permitting misuse of license; penalty. (1) A person commits the 
offense of permitting misuse of a license if the person has been issued a license or 
driver permit and the person knowingly lends the license or driver permit to another 
or knowingly permits another person to use the license or driver permit.
 (2) The offense described in this section, permitting misuse of a license, is a 
Class A misdemeanor. [1983 c.338 §341]

 807.600 Using another’s license; penalty. (1) A person commits the offense 
of using another’s license if the person knowingly displays or represents as the 
person’s license or driver permit a license or driver permit that has not been issued 
to the person.
 (2) The offense described in this section, using another’s license, is a Class A 
misdemeanor. [1983 c.338 §342; 1985 c.16 §159]

 807.610 Employing or providing vehicle to unqualified driver; penalty. (1) 
A person commits the offense of employing or providing a vehicle to an unqualified 
driver if the person does any of the following:
 (a) Employs another person for the purpose of engaging in a particular type of 
operation of a vehicle for which the person does not have an appropriate grant of 
driving privileges from this state in the form of a license, driver permit, endorsement 
or statutory grant of driving privileges allowing the person to engage in the 
particular type of operation.
 (b) Rents, leases or otherwise furnishes a motor vehicle owned or controlled by 
the person to any other person without first seeing the other person’s license, driver 
permit or license with endorsement allowing the person, under the vehicle code, to 
operate the particular type of vehicle being furnished.
 (2) The offense described in this section, employing or providing a vehicle to 
an unqualified driver, is a Class D traffic violation. [1985 c.608 §7; 1995 c.383 §10; 
2003 c.14 §486]

 807.620 Giving false information to police officer; penalty. (1) A person 
commits the offense of giving false information to a police officer if the person 
knowingly uses or gives a false or fictitious name, address or date of birth to any 
police officer who is enforcing motor vehicle laws.
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 (2) The offense described in this section, giving false information to a police 
officer, is a Class A misdemeanor. [1983 c.338 §343; 1985 c.16 §160; 1985 c.597 
§22]

 807.630 [1987 c.744 §9; repealed by 1989 c.636 §54]

MISCELLANEOUS

 807.700 Notification to department as to released persons with mental 
retardation or mental illness who are licensed operators. (1) It shall be the duty 
of the superintendent of the hospital for persons with mental retardation or mental 
illness to notify the Department of Transportation as to released licensed operators 
who, in the opinion of the superintendent, should not drive because of their mental 
condition.
 (2) Upon receipt of information submitted under this section, the department 
is subject to the provisions relating to this section under ORS 809.419. [1985 c.16 
§436; 2003 c.402 §20; 2007 c.70 §328]

 807.710 Reports of persons with cognitive or functional impairment; rules; 
forms. (1) For the purposes of this section:
 (a) “Physician” means a person who holds a degree of Doctor of Medicine or 
Doctor of Osteopathic Medicine and is licensed under ORS 677.100 to 677.228 and 
a person who holds a degree of Doctor of Naturopathic Medicine and is licensed 
under ORS chapter 685.
 (b) “Health care provider” means a person licensed, certified or otherwise 
authorized or permitted by the laws of this state to administer health care.
 (2) In consultation with medical experts and experts on cognitive or functional 
impairments, the Department of Transportation shall adopt rules requiring reporting 
and:
 (a) Designating physicians and health care providers required to report to the 
department a person whose cognitive or functional impairment affects that person’s 
ability to safely operate a motor vehicle.
 (b) Designating the cognitive or functional impairments that are likely to affect a 
person’s ability to safely operate a motor vehicle.
 (3) Determinations regarding a person’s ability to safely operate a motor vehicle 
may not be based solely on the diagnosis of a medical condition or cognitive or 
functional impairment, but must be based on the actual effect of that condition or 
impairment on the person’s ability to safely operate a motor vehicle.
 (4) Reports required by the department under this section shall be upon forms 
prescribed or provided by the department. Each report shall include the person’s 
name, address, date of birth, sex and a description of how the person’s current 
medical status affects the person’s ability to safely operate a motor vehicle. The 
department shall consider this information in determining the person’s eligibility for 
a driver license or driver permit.
 (5) A designated physician or health care provider may at any time report to the 
department a person whose cognitive or functional impairment affects that person’s 
ability to safely operate a motor vehicle, without regard to whether that report is 
required by rules of the department adopted under subsection (2) of this section. 
If the report is made in good faith, the physician or health care provider is immune 
from civil liability that might otherwise result from making the report. A designated 
physician or health care provider is immune from civil liability for failure to make a 
report under this section, without regard to whether that report is required by rules 
of the department adopted under subsection (2) of this section.
 (6) Except as provided in ORS 802.240, reports made under this section 
are confidential and shall be used by the department only to determine the 
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qualifications of persons to operate motor vehicles upon the highways. [1983 c.338 
§872; 1999 c.770 §2; 2001 c.736 §1; 2003 c.462 §1; 2007 c.195 §2; 2007 c.434 §3; 
2013 c.65 §1; 2017 c.409 §41]

 807.720 Filing of death records with department. On or before the 15th day 
of each month, the Director of the Oregon Health Authority shall forward to the 
Department of Transportation a copy of the death record of any persons within the 
jurisdiction of the Director of the Oregon Health Authority who died from a motor 
vehicle accident during the preceding calendar month. [1983 c.338 §871; 1985 c.16 
§440; 2009 c.595 §1139; 2013 c.366 §85]

 807.725 Issuance of fictitious driver licenses and identification cards; 
rules; fees. (1) If requested to do so by a law enforcement agency, the Department 
of Transportation may issue or renew a fictitious driver license or identification 
card for a law enforcement official for use in discharging the undercover criminal 
investigative duties of the law enforcement agency.
 (2) The fees for issuance and renewal of a fictitious driver license or fictitious 
identification card issued under this section shall be the fees established 
for issuance and renewal of a driver license under ORS 807.370 or the fees 
established for issuance and renewal of an identification card under ORS 807.410.
 (3) The department may determine by rule:
 (a) What is considered a law enforcement agency for the purposes of this 
section; and
 (b) The criteria for making a request under this section.
 (4) The department may maintain a driving record under ORS 802.200 for a 
fictitious driver license or fictitious identification card issued under this section.
 (5) All information submitted to and maintained by the department regarding 
the true identity of a law enforcement official under this section is confidential. 
The department may only disclose information regarding the true identity of a law 
enforcement official to a law enforcement agency upon request. [2009 c.258 §4; 
2018 c.114 §8]

 807.730 Issuance of limited term driver licenses, permits and identification 
cards; rules. (1) The Department of Transportation may issue or replace a Real 
ID limited term driver license, Real ID limited term commercial driver license, 
Real ID limited term driver permit, limited term commercial learner driver permit, 
limited term commercial driver license that is not a Real ID or Real ID limited term 
identification card only for a person who provides proof, as determined by the 
department by rule, that the person has lawful status in the United States on a 
temporary basis.
 (2) A Real ID limited term driver license, Real ID limited term commercial driver 
license, limited term commercial driver license that is not a Real ID or Real ID 
limited term identification card is valid:
 (a) During the applicant’s authorized stay in the United States, but no longer 
than eight years from the date of issuance; or
 (b) If there is no definite end to the authorized stay, for a period of one year.
 (3) A Real ID limited term driver permit or a limited term commercial learner 
driver permit is valid:
 (a) During the applicant’s authorized stay in the United States, but no longer 
than the period of time for which a driver permit of the same type is issued by the 
department.
 (b) If there is no definite end to the authorized stay, for a period of one year 
but no longer than the period of time for which a driver permit of the same type is 
issued by the department.
 (4) A Real ID limited term driver license, Real ID limited term commercial driver 
license, limited term commercial driver license that is not a Real ID, Real ID limited 
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term driver permit or Real ID limited term identification card may be renewed 
only upon presentation of valid documentation, as determined by the department 
by rule, that the status by which the applicant qualified for the Real ID limited 
term driver license, Real ID limited term commercial driver license, limited term 
commercial driver license that is not a Real ID, Real ID limited term driver permit or 
Real ID limited term identification card has been extended or is still in effect.
 (5) A Real ID limited term driver license or Real ID limited term driver permit 
grants the same driving privileges as a driver license or driver permit.
 (6) A Real ID limited term identification card shall bear a statement to the effect 
that the Real ID limited term identification card is not a license or any other grant 
of driving privileges to operate a motor vehicle and is to be used for identification 
purposes only.
 (7) A limited term commercial driver license, a Real ID limited term commercial 
driver license or limited term commercial learner driver permit grants the same 
privileges as a commercial driver license or commercial learner driver permit.
 (8) The department may issue a Real ID limited term commercial driver 
license, limited term commercial driver license that is not a Real ID or limited 
term commercial learner driver permit if the applicant is otherwise eligible for 
commercial driving privileges. The department may adopt rules describing eligibility 
requirements for Real ID limited term commercial driver licenses, limited term 
commercial driver licenses that are not Real ID and limited term commercial learner 
driver permits.
 (9) A Real ID limited term driver license, Real ID limited term commercial 
driver license, limited term commercial driver license that is not a Real ID, Real ID 
limited term driver permit, limited term commercial learner driver permit or Real ID 
limited term identification card shall clearly indicate on the face of the card and in 
the machine readable zone that it is a Real ID limited term driver license, Real ID 
limited term commercial driver license, limited term commercial driver license that 
is not a Real ID, Real ID limited term driver permit, limited term commercial learner 
driver permit or Real ID limited term identification card and indicate the date on 
which it expires. [2008 c.1 §4; 2009 c.258 §1; 2017 c.306 §6; 2017 c.568 §19; 2019 
c.701 §7]

 807.735 [2008 c.1 §34; repealed by 2019 c.701 §24]

 807.745 Findings regarding personal information contained in driver 
licenses, driver permits and identification cards. The Legislative Assembly finds 
that:
 (1) Oregon recognizes the importance of protecting the confidentiality and 
privacy of an individual’s personal information contained in driver licenses, driver 
permits and identification cards.
 (2) Machine-readable features found on driver licenses, driver permits and 
identification cards are intended to facilitate verification of age or identity, not to 
facilitate collection of personal information about individuals nor to facilitate the 
creation of private databases of transactional information associated with those 
individuals.
 (3) Easy access to the information found on driver licenses, driver permits and 
identification cards facilitates the crime of identity theft, which is a major concern in 
Oregon. [2009 c.546 §1]

 Note: 807.745 and 807.750 were enacted into law by the Legislative Assembly 
but were not added to or made a part of the Oregon Vehicle Code or any chapter 
or series therein by legislative action. See Preface to Oregon Revised Statutes for 
further explanation.
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 807.750 Restrictions on swiping driver licenses or identification cards. (1) 
As used in this section:
 (a) “Driver license” means a license or permit issued by this state or any other 
jurisdiction as evidence of a grant of driving privileges.
 (b) “Financial institution” has the meaning given that term in ORS 706.008.
 (c) “Identification card” means the card issued under ORS 807.400 or a 
comparable provision in another state.
 (d) “Personal information” means an individual’s name, address, date of birth, 
photograph, fingerprint, biometric data, driver license number, identification card 
number or any other unique personal identifier or number.
 (e) “Private entity” means any nongovernmental entity, such as a corporation, 
partnership, company or nonprofit organization, any other legal entity or any natural 
person.
 (f) “Swipe” means the act of passing a driver license or identification card 
through a device that is capable of deciphering, in an electronically readable format, 
the information electronically encoded in a magnetic strip or bar code on the driver 
license or identification card.
 (2) Except as provided in subsection (6) of this section, a private entity may not 
swipe an individual’s driver license or identification card, except for the following 
purposes:
 (a) To verify the authenticity of a driver license or identification card or to verify 
the identity of the individual if the individual pays for a good or service with a 
method other than cash, returns an item or requests a refund.
 (b) To verify the individual’s age when providing an age-restricted good or 
service to any person about whom there is any reasonable doubt of the person’s 
having reached 21 years of age.
 (c) To prevent fraud or other criminal activity if an individual returns an item or 
requests a refund and the private entity uses a fraud prevention service company or 
system.
 (d) To transmit information to a check services company for the purpose of 
approving negotiable instruments, electronic funds transfers or similar methods of 
payment.
 (e) To collect information about the individual for the purpose of processing an 
application for a deposit account or loan for the individual, if the private entity is a 
financial institution.
 (3) A private entity that swipes an individual’s driver license or identification card 
under subsection (2)(a) or (b) of this section may not store, sell or share personal 
information collected from swiping the driver license or identification card.
 (4) A private entity that swipes an individual’s driver license or identification 
card under subsection (2)(c) or (d) of this section may store or share the following 
information collected from swiping an individual’s driver license or identification 
card for the purpose of preventing fraud or other criminal activity against the private 
entity:
 (a) Name;
 (b) Address;
 (c) Date of birth; and
 (d) Driver license number or identification card number.
 (5)(a) A person other than an entity regulated by the federal Fair Credit 
Reporting Act, 15 U.S.C. 1681 et seq., who receives personal information from a 
private entity under subsection (4) of this section may use the personal information 
received only to prevent fraud or other criminal activity against the private entity that 
provided the personal information.
 (b) A person who is regulated by the federal Fair Credit Reporting Act and 
who receives personal information from a private entity under subsection (4) of 
this section may use or provide the personal information received only to effect, 
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administer or enforce a transaction or prevent fraud or other criminal activity, if the 
person provides or receives personal information under contract from the private 
entity.
 (6)(a) Subject to the provisions of this subsection, a private entity that is a 
commercial radio service provider that provides service nationally and that is 
subject to the Telephone Records and Privacy Protection Act of 2006 (18 U.S.C. 
1039) may swipe an individual’s driver license or identification card if the entity 
obtains permission from the individual to swipe the individual’s driver license or 
identification card.
 (b) The private entity may swipe the individual’s driver license or identification 
card only for the purpose of establishing or maintaining a contract between the 
private entity and the individual. Information collected by swiping an individual’s 
driver license or identification card for the establishment or maintenance of a 
contract shall be limited to the following information from the individual:
 (A) Name;
 (B) Address;
 (C) Date of birth; and
 (D) Driver license number or identification card number.
 (c) If the individual does not want the private entity to swipe the individual’s 
driver license or identification card, the private entity may manually collect the 
following information from the individual:
 (A) Name;
 (B) Address;
 (C) Date of birth; and
 (D) Driver license number or identification card number.
 (d) The private entity may not withhold the provision of goods or services solely 
as a result of the individual requesting the collection of the following information 
from the individual through manual means:
 (A) Name;
 (B) Address;
 (C) Date of birth; and
 (D) Driver license number or identification card number.
 (7) A governmental entity may swipe an individual’s driver license or 
identification card only if:
 (a) The individual knowingly makes the driver license or identification card 
available to the governmental entity;
 (b) The governmental entity lawfully confiscates the driver license or 
identification card;
 (c) The governmental entity is providing emergency assistance to the individual 
who is unconscious or otherwise unable to make the driver license or identification 
card available; or
 (d) A court rule requires swiping of the driver license or identification card to 
facilitate accurate linking of court records pertaining to the individual.
 (8) In addition to any other remedy provided by law, an individual may bring an 
action to recover actual damages or $1,000, whichever is greater, and to obtain 
equitable relief, if equitable relief is available, against an entity that swipes, stores, 
shares, sells or otherwise uses the individual’s personal information in violation of 
this section. A court shall award a prevailing plaintiff reasonable costs and attorney 
fees. If a court finds that a violation of this section was willful or knowing, the court 
may increase the amount of the award to no more than three times the amount 
otherwise available.
 (9) Any waiver of a provision of this section is contrary to public policy and is 
void and unenforceable. [2009 c.546 §2; 2021 c.126 §1]

 Note: See note under 807.745.
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 807.760 Prohibition on use of license or permit as evidence of citizenship 
or immigration status. A driver license, driver permit or identification card 
that is not a Real ID may not be used as evidence of the holder’s citizenship or 
immigration status for any purpose. [2019 c.701 §9

_______________

CHAPTER 808

[Reserved for expansion]
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Chapter 810

2021 EDITION

Road Authorities; Courts; Police; 
Other Enforcement Officials

ROAD AUTHORITIES

(Jurisdiction)

810.010 Jurisdiction over highways; exception
810.012 Jurisdiction over access to facilities and services from certain roads; rules

(Roads)

810.020 Regulating use of throughway
810.030 Imposition of restrictions on highway use; grounds; procedure; penalties
810.040 Designation of truck routes; limitations; penalties
810.050 Increase or decrease in size or weight limits on highways if federal 

mandate allows or requires; rules
810.060 Increase in weight or size if highway found capable of supporting increase; 

rules
810.070 Use of golf carts on highways; rules
810.080 Pedestrian traffic
810.090 Bicycle racing
810.100 Restriction of animal traffic to bridle paths
810.110 Designation of through highways and stop intersections
810.120 Designation of no passing zones
810.130 One-way highways; safety zones; turns
810.140 Designation of exclusive use lanes
810.150 Drain construction; compliance with bicycle safety requirements; 

guidelines

(Parking)

810.160 Controlling parking on highways; limitations
810.170 Winter recreation parking locations; plowing; priorities; enforcement

(Speeds)

810.180 Designation of maximum speeds; rules

(Traffic Control Devices)

810.200 Uniform standards for traffic control devices; uniform system of marking 
and signing highways

810.210 Placement and control of traffic control devices
810.212 Requirements for certain speed limit signs
810.214 Signs prohibiting unmuffled engine brakes
810.220 Exemption from traffic control device specifications
810.230 Unlawful sign display; exceptions; penalty
810.240 Unlawful interference with traffic control device or railroad sign; penalty
810.243 Operation of flashing light indicating children in school zone
810.245 Signs giving notice of consequences of traffic offenses committed in 

school zones
810.247 Signs giving notice of multilane roundabouts
810.250 Use of traffic control device placement or legibility as evidence
810.260 Standards for installation, operation and use of traffic control signal 

operating devices; rules
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COURTS

(Security for Appearance)

810.300 Security for appearance on traffic crime
810.310 Use of license as security deposit
810.320 Use of guaranteed arrest bond certificate as security deposit
810.330 Use of automobile membership card as security deposit

(Jurisdiction and Procedures)

810.340 Proceedings; jurisdiction of financial responsibility requirements and 
suspension

810.350 Procedures for overloading and certain other violations

(Court-Related Offenses)

810.365 Failure to appear on certain parking offenses

(Records)

810.370 Court to forward traffic conviction records to department; exceptions
810.375 Duties of judges or court clerks

POLICE

(General Authority)

810.400 Uniform or badge required
810.410 Arrest and citation
810.415 Removal of vehicles, cargo or debris from roadway after collision
810.420 Use of speed measuring device; citation; training
810.425 Procedure in certain parking cases
810.430 Movement of illegally parked vehicles

(Photo Red Light)

810.434 Photo red light; operation; evaluation
810.435 Use of photographs
810.436 Citations based on photo red light; response to citation
810.437 Citations for speeding based on photo red light; response to citation

(Photo Radar)

810.438 Photo radar; authorized jurisdictions
810.439 Citations based on photo radar; response to citation
810.441 Photo radar; highway work zones
810.442 Citations based on photo radar in highway work zones; response to 

citation

(Temporary provisions relating to the use of photo radar in the City of Fairview are 
compiled as notes following ORS 810.442)

810.443 Photo radar; urban high crash corridors in City of Portland
810.444 Citations based on photo radar in urban high crash corridors; response to 

citation
810.445 Use of citation amounts in City of Portland

(Security for Appearance)

810.448 Security for appearance of person arrested for traffic crime
810.450 Security for appearance of person issued citation

(Accident Reports)

810.460 Officer’s accident report; use
(Stops and Inspections)
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810.480 Inspections involving vehicle dealers and dismantlers
810.490 Weighing and measuring vehicles; citation; reduction of load
810.500 Stopping and testing vehicles for equipment violations
810.510 State police inspection for mechanical condition and equipment
810.520 Vehicle repair warning

OTHER ENFORCEMENT OFFICIALS
810.530 Authority of weighmasters and motor carrier enforcement officers
810.540 Enforcement of snowmobile and all-terrain vehicles violations by persons 

other than police officers
810.550 Authority of railroad officers to move illegally parked vehicles
810.560 Certification and training of commercial vehicle inspectors



ROAD AUTHORITIES; COURTS; POLICE; OTHER ENFORCEMENT OFFICIALS

OREGON VEHICLE CODE (2021 Edition)Page 186

ROAD AUTHORITIES
(Jurisdiction)

 810.010 Jurisdiction over highways; exception. This section designates 
the bodies responsible for exercising jurisdiction over certain highways when the 
vehicle code requires the exercise of jurisdiction by the road authority. This section 
does not control where a specific section of the vehicle code specifically provides 
for exercising jurisdiction in a manner different than provided by this section. Except 
as otherwise specifically provided under the code, the responsibilities designated 
under this section do not include responsibility for maintenance. Responsibility for 
maintenance is as otherwise provided by law. The following are the road authorities 
for the described roads:
 (1) The Department of Transportation is the road authority for all state highways 
in this state including interstate highways.
 (2) The county governing body is the road authority for all county roads outside 
the boundaries of an incorporated city.
 (3) The governing body of an incorporated city is the road authority for 
all highways, roads, streets and alleys, other than state highways, within the 
boundaries of the incorporated city.
 (4) Any other municipal body, local board or local body is the road authority for 
highways, other than state highways, within its boundaries if the body or board has 
authority to adopt and administer local police regulations over the highway under 
the Constitution and laws of this state.
 (5) Any federal authority granted jurisdiction over federal lands within this state 
under federal law or rule is the road authority for highways on those lands as 
provided by the federal law or rule. [1983 c.338 §145; 1985 c.16 §45]

 810.012 Jurisdiction over access to facilities and services from certain 
roads; rules. Notwithstanding any other provision of the Oregon Vehicle Code, 
the Oregon Transportation Commission, by rule, may establish procedures for, and 
certify to the Federal Highway Administration compliance with, 23 C.F.R. part 658 
for roads under the authority of cities and counties. [1991 c.283 §2]

(Roads)

 810.020 Regulating use of throughway. (1) Each road authority may prohibit 
or restrict the use of a throughway in its jurisdiction by any of the following:
 (a) Parades.
 (b) Bicycles or other nonmotorized traffic.
 (c) Motorcycles or mopeds.
 (2) Regulation under this section becomes effective when appropriate signs 
giving notice of the regulation are erected upon a throughway and the approaches 
to the throughway.
 (3) Penalties for violation of restrictions or prohibitions imposed under this 
section are provided under ORS 811.445.
 (4) The Oregon Transportation Commission shall act as road authority under 
this section in lieu of the Department of Transportation. [1983 c.338 §146]

 810.030 Imposition of restrictions on highway use; grounds; procedure; 
penalties. (1) A road authority may impose restrictions described under this section 
on its own highways as the road authority determines necessary to do any of the 
following:
 (a) Protect any highway or section of highway from being unduly damaged.
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 (b) Protect the interest and safety of the general public.
 (2) Restrictions that may be imposed under this section include any of the 
following:
 (a) Prohibition of the operation of any or all vehicles or any class or kind of 
vehicle.
 (b) Imposing limits on any weight or dimension of any vehicle or combination of 
vehicles.
 (c) Imposing any other restrictions that the road authority determines necessary 
to achieve the purposes of this section. This paragraph does not grant authority to 
impose speed restrictions.
 (3) Any restrictions or limitations imposed under this section must be imposed 
by proper order. The restrictions or limitations are effective when appropriate signs 
giving notice of the restrictions or limitations are erected. A sign giving notice of a 
restriction or limitation in an order shall be maintained in a conspicuous manner 
and shall be placed at each end of the highway or section of highway affected by 
the order and at such other places as is necessary to inform the public.
 (4) Penalties are provided under ORS 818.130 for violation of restrictions 
imposed under this section. [1983 c.338 §147; 1985 c.16 §46]

 810.040 Designation of truck routes; limitations; penalties. Each road 
authority may designate any of its highways or any section of any of its highways as 
a truck route and may prohibit the operation of trucks, machinery or any other large 
or heavy vehicles upon any other of its highways that serves the same route or 
area served by the truck route designated. The authority granted under this section 
is subject to all of the following:
 (1) The governing body of an incorporated city shall not designate a truck route 
or prohibit the operation of any vehicle on a:
 (a) State highway that is within the boundaries of the city without the written 
consent of the Department of Transportation.
 (b) County road that is within the boundaries of the city without the written 
consent of the governing body of the county.
 (2) Any designation or prohibition made under authority of this section must be 
imposed by appropriate order, resolution or ordinance.
 (3) A road authority exercising authority under this section shall erect and 
maintain signs in a conspicuous manner and place at each end of the highway or 
section of highway where a designation or prohibition is imposed to give notice 
of the prohibitions or designations imposed. The road authority shall erect and 
maintain signs giving notice of any prohibitions or designations imposed under this 
section at such other places as may be necessary to inform the public.
 (4) A prohibition or designation imposed under this section is effective when 
signs giving notice thereof are posted as required by this section.
 (5) Penalties are provided under ORS 811.450 for violation of requirements 
imposed under this section. [1983 c.338 §148]

 810.050 Increase or decrease in size or weight limits on highways if 
federal mandate allows or requires; rules. (1) The Department of Transportation 
may authorize the movement on highways under its jurisdiction of vehicles or 
combinations of vehicles of a size or weight in excess of the limits under ORS 
818.020, 818.090 or 818.110 if federal law permits various states to establish size 
and weight limits in excess of those under ORS 818.020, 818.090 or 818.110. The 
department shall exercise the authority granted under this subsection subject to all 
of the following:
 (a) The department shall only establish weight and size limits under this 
subsection within the limits necessary to qualify for federal aid highway funds.
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 (b) The department shall exercise the authority either by adoption of a rule 
or resolution under ORS 810.060 or by issuance of variance permits under ORS 
818.200. When the department exercises the authority under this paragraph, the 
weight limits or size limits established under this subsection shall apply.
 (2) The department may by rule prohibit the movement on highways under its 
jurisdiction of vehicles or combinations of vehicles of a size or weight otherwise 
authorized by statute if the prohibition is necessary in order to qualify for federal aid 
highway funds.
 (3) Road authorities other than the department may increase or decrease size 
and weight limits on their own highways if the department exercises the authority 
granted under this section. The exercise of authority under this subsection is 
subject to all of the following:
 (a) A road authority may not exercise the authority to establish a size or weight 
limit that exceeds the maximum authorized by the department or to prohibit vehicles 
or combinations of vehicles that are not prohibited by the department under 
subsection (2) of this section.
 (b) The road authority shall exercise the authority either by adoption of a rule, 
resolution or ordinance under ORS 810.060 or by issuance of variance permits 
under ORS 818.200.
 (4) Penalties are provided under ORS 818.060 and 818.340 for violation of limits 
established under this section. [1983 c.338 §149; 1985 c.16 §47; 1993 c.510 §3]

 810.060 Increase in weight or size if highway found capable of supporting 
increase; rules. A road authority shall adopt a rule, resolution or ordinance to 
allow vehicles or combinations of vehicles with a loaded weight in excess of the 
weight limitations established by Table III under ORS 818.010 or a length or width in 
excess of that authorized under ORS 818.080 and 818.090 to be operated over any 
highway of the road authority if the road authority determines that the highway is 
capable of carrying greater weight, length or width. The authority granted under this 
section is subject to all of the following:
 (1) The authority may only be exercised by rule, resolution or ordinance.
 (2) The authority does not allow any road authority to authorize any vehicle to 
be operated over any highway if the vehicle has a height in excess of that allowed 
under ORS 818.080 and 818.090.
 (3) The provisions of any rule, resolution or ordinance adopted under this 
section may be amended, rescinded or repealed at any time.
 (4) The provisions of any rule, resolution or ordinance adopted under this 
section are subject to the maximum size, weight and width limits established under 
ORS 810.050.
 (5) A rule, resolution or ordinance adopted under this section shall fix the 
maximum loaded weight, length, width and types and classes of vehicles or 
combinations of vehicles that may be operated on the highway or highways or 
sections of highways described in the rule, resolution or ordinance.
 (6) A duplicate original of a rule or resolution adopted by the Department 
of Transportation under this section and an amendment to or repeal of a rule 
or resolution by the department shall be filed with the Secretary of State. This 
subsection does not require an ordinance adopted by a city or county under this 
section to be filed with the Secretary of State.
 (7) After the effective date of a rule, resolution or ordinance adopted under this 
section, a variance permit under ORS 818.200 is not required for the operation 
upon the described highway of a vehicle or combination of vehicles that is not in 
excess of the maximum loaded weight, length or width fixed by the rule, resolution 
or ordinance for vehicles or combinations of vehicles of that type or class.
 (8) Penalties are provided under ORS 818.060 for violation of limits established 
under this section. [1983 c.338 §150; 1985 c.16 §48]
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 810.070 Use of golf carts on highways; rules. A road authority, on any of its 
own highways that are located adjacent to a golf course, may permit the operation 
of golf carts between the golf course and the place where golf carts are parked 
or stored or located within or bounded by a real estate development. All of the 
following apply to the authority granted under this section:
 (1) Exercise of the authority granted under this section must be by means of an 
ordinance.
 (2) The authority granted under this section may only be exercised where the 
combined operation of golf carts and regular vehicle traffic can be accomplished 
safely.
 (3) A road authority shall prescribe rules and shall regulate the combined 
operation of golf carts and vehicles when permitted under this section. The rules 
may establish speed limits and other operating standards but shall not require that 
golf carts conform with the vehicle equipment laws under the vehicle code.
 (4) A designation of combined operation under this section or rules instituted 
under this section are effective when appropriate signs giving notice thereof are 
posted along the affected highway and are not effective before such posting.
 (5) If a designation is made under this section to permit combined operation, the 
golf carts operated in accordance with the designation and rules adopted by the 
road authority qualifies for the exemptions under ORS 820.210.
 (6) This section only applies to real estate developments that have single or 
multiple family residences whose owners or occupants are eligible for membership 
in or the use of one or more golf courses within the development by virtue of 
ownership or occupancy of a residential dwelling unit in the development.
 (7) This section neither grants authority to nor limits the authority of the 
Department of Transportation. [1983 c.338 §151; 2003 c.757 §2]

 810.080 Pedestrian traffic. (1) Road authorities may regulate the movement of 
pedestrians upon highways within their jurisdictions by doing any of the following:
 (a) Establishing marked crosswalks and designating them by appropriate 
marking.
 (b) Closing a marked or unmarked crosswalk and prohibiting pedestrians from 
crossing a roadway where a crosswalk has been closed by placing and maintaining 
signs giving notice of closure.
 (c) Prohibiting pedestrians from crossing a highway at any place other than 
within a marked or unmarked crosswalk.
 (2) This section neither grants authority to nor limits the authority of the 
Department of Transportation. [1983 c.338 §152]

 810.090 Bicycle racing. Bicycle racing is permitted on any highway in this state 
upon the approval of, and under conditions imposed by, the road authority for the 
highway on which the race is held. [1983 c.338 §153]

 810.100 Restriction of animal traffic to bridle paths. Each incorporated 
community within this state has power, by law or ordinance duly enacted, to 
regulate the use of its streets by horses and other animals to the extent that bridle 
paths may be designated upon certain streets and the animals may be prohibited 
on other streets. [1983 c.338 §154]

 810.110 Designation of through highways and stop intersections. (1) Each 
road authority may do any of the following on its own highways:
 (a) Designate a main traveled or through highway by placing traffic control 
devices at the entrances to the highway from intersecting highways to notify drivers 
to stop or yield the right of way before entering or crossing the designated highway.
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 (b) Designate intersections or other roadway junctions at which vehicle traffic on 
one or more of the highways should yield or stop before entering the intersection or 
junction.
 (2) The Oregon Transportation Commission shall act as road authority under 
this section in lieu of the Department of Transportation. [1983 c.338 §155]

 810.120 Designation of no passing zones. (1) Each road authority may do the 
following on its own highways:
 (a) Determine where overtaking or passing or driving to the left of the center of 
the roadway would be especially hazardous; and
 (b) Establish zones on the roadway where overtaking or passing or driving to the 
left of the center of the roadway are prohibited because such would be especially 
hazardous.
 (2) To establish a zone under this section, a road authority must do all of the 
following:
 (a) Determine that a need for a zone exists in accordance with standards and 
procedures adopted by the Department of Transportation.
 (b) Mark the zone by appropriate signs or by a yellow unbroken line on the 
pavement of the right-hand side of and adjacent to the center line or a lane line of 
the roadway to indicate the beginning and end of the zone.
 (3) Penalties are provided under ORS 811.420 for passing in a no passing zone 
designated under this section. [1983 c.338 §156]

 810.130 One-way highways; safety zones; turns. The Oregon Transportation 
Commission shall act as road authority under this section in lieu of the Department 
of Transportation. Each road authority may do any of the following on its own 
highways, subject to any limitations described:
 (1) Designate a highway or section or specific lane on a highway where vehicle 
traffic must proceed in one direction at all times or at times indicated by traffic 
control devices. A designation under this subsection shall become effective when 
appropriate signs are posted. The authority granted by this subsection is subject to 
the following limitations:
 (a) A local authority shall not designate any highway within its boundaries as a 
one-way highway if the highway is under the jurisdiction of the commission unless 
the local authority first obtains the written consent of the commission.
 (b) A city shall not designate any highway within its boundaries as a one-way 
highway if the highway is under the jurisdiction of a county unless the city first 
obtains the written consent of the county.
 (2) Designate places on highways as safety zones and regulate and control 
traffic with respect to the safety zones. A designation under this subsection shall 
become effective when appropriate signs are posted.
 (3) Where traffic conditions warrant, prohibit right or left turns at intersections or 
prohibit U-turns by all vehicles or by certain types of vehicles.
 (4) Require and direct that a different course than that specified under ORS 
811.340, 811.345 and 811.355 be traveled by vehicles at or proceeding through 
intersections. A requirement under this subsection is effective when appropriate 
traffic control devices are placed within or adjacent to the intersections.
 (5) Designate locations on highways where vehicles operated by districts 
described under ORS chapter 267 for the purpose of providing public transportation 
or substantially similar vehicles used for the same purpose may proceed in 
directions prohibited to other traffic. Locations may be designated under this 
subsection only if an engineering study indicates that the movement may be made 
safely in the designated area. Designations under this subsection shall be effective 
when indicated by appropriate official traffic control devices. [1983 c.338 §157; 1985 
c.16 §49]
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 810.140 Designation of exclusive use lanes. (1) Any road authority may 
designate lanes on its own highways that are to be used exclusively by buses or 
high occupancy-use passenger vehicles for the purpose of conserving energy and 
facilitating public transportation.
 (2) Any restriction or limitation imposed under this section must be imposed by 
proper order. The restriction or limitation is effective when appropriate signs giving 
notice of the restriction or limitation are erected. A sign giving notice of a restriction 
or limitation shall be maintained in a conspicuous manner and shall be placed 
at each end of the highway or section of highway affected by the restriction or 
limitation and at such other places as necessary to inform the public.
 (3) Penalties are provided under ORS 811.265 for failure to obey signs giving 
notice of any limitations or restrictions imposed under this section. [1983 c.338 
§158; 1985 c.16 §50]

 810.150 Drain construction; compliance with bicycle safety requirements; 
guidelines. (1) Street drains, sewer drains, storm drains and other similar openings 
in a roadbed over which traffic must pass that are in any portion of a public way, 
highway, road, street, footpath or bicycle trail that is available for use by bicycle 
traffic shall be designed and installed, including any modification of existing drains, 
with grates or covers so that bicycle traffic may pass over the drains safely and 
without obstruction or interference.
 (2) The Department of Transportation shall adopt construction guidelines 
for the design of public ways in accordance with this section. Limitations on the 
applicability of the guidelines are established under ORS 801.030. [1983 c.338 
§159]

(Parking)

 810.160 Controlling parking on highways; limitations. Except as otherwise 
provided in this section, each road authority has exclusive authority to regulate, 
control or prohibit the stopping, standing and parking of vehicles upon its own 
highways. The Oregon Transportation Commission shall act as road authority under 
this section in lieu of the Department of Transportation. The authority granted in this 
section is subject to all of the following:
 (1) The commission has exclusive authority to regulate, control or prohibit the 
stopping, standing and parking on all state highways:
 (a) Within the corporate limits of a city except where the highway is routed over 
a city street under ORS 373.010.
 (b) Within the corporate limits of any city if access to or from the section of 
highway and real property abutting thereon was restricted, controlled or prohibited 
by the commission before the section of highway was included within the corporate 
limits of the city.
 (2) Road authorities other than the commission may permit angle parking on 
any highway where parking is subject to their jurisdiction under this section. For 
cities, this subsection includes authority to permit angle parking on any city street 
selected and designated as the route of a state highway under ORS 373.010 and, 
subject to the authority of the commission under this section, any state highway 
within the corporate limits of the city. This subsection does not allow any road 
authority to permit angle parking on a state highway if the commission determines 
that the highway is not of sufficient width to permit angle parking without interfering 
with the free movement of traffic.
 (3) All regulations, restrictions or prohibitions imposed by the commission under 
this section shall be by resolution or order entered in the commission’s official 
records.
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 (4) Regulations, restrictions or prohibitions imposed by the commission under 
this section shall become effective and have the force of law when signs or 
markings giving notice thereof have been placed. To comply with this subsection, 
the commission shall place and maintain appropriate signs or markings at 
such places as may be necessary to inform the public and to give notice of all 
regulations, restrictions or prohibitions the commission establishes under this 
section.
 (5) Penalties are provided under ORS 811.575 for violation of restrictions placed 
on state highways under this section. [1983 c.338 §160]

 810.170 Winter recreation parking locations; plowing; priorities; 
enforcement. (1) The Oregon Transportation Commission shall designate winter 
recreation parking locations throughout this state where parking is prohibited under 
ORS 811.590 except for vehicles exempted under that section and vehicles with 
winter recreation parking permits issued under ORS 811.595. The commission may 
identify access roads to winter recreation facilities, roadside plow-outs and other 
areas as winter recreation parking locations under this section. The commission 
shall designate winter recreation parking locations under this section after 
consultation with the Winter Recreation Advisory Committee established under ORS 
802.350 and with land management agencies managing adjacent land.
 (2) The commission shall establish priorities for plowing the winter recreation 
parking locations established under this section. The commission shall establish 
priorities under this section after consultation with the Winter Recreation Advisory 
Committee established under ORS 802.350. The Department of Transportation 
shall provide for the removal of snow accumulating on winter recreation parking 
locations established under this section according to the priorities established 
by the commission under this section. Snow removal provided for under this 
subsection may be performed by any of the following:
 (a) By the department itself.
 (b) By persons with whom the department contracts. If the department contracts 
with persons for the removal of snow under this paragraph payments under the 
contracts shall be made from funds designated for that purpose under ORS 
802.110.
 (3) The commission may enter into agreements with county or municipal law 
enforcement agencies or individual police officers for the enforcement of ORS 
811.590. The commission shall only enter into agreements under this subsection 
after consultation with the Winter Recreation Advisory Committee established under 
ORS 802.350. [1983 c.338 §161]

(Speeds)

 810.180 Designation of maximum speeds; rules. (1) As used in this section:
 (a) “Designated speed” means the speed that is designated by a road authority 
as the maximum permissible speed for a highway and that may be different from 
the statutory speed for the highway.
 (b) “Statutory speed” means the speed that is established as a speed limit under 
ORS 811.111, or is established as the speed the exceeding of which is prima facie 
evidence of violation of the basic speed rule under ORS 811.105.
 (2)(a) A designated speed established under this section is a speed limit if the 
highway for which the speed is designated is subject to a statutory speed limit 
under ORS 811.111 that is in addition to the speed limit established under ORS 
811.111 (1)(b).
 (b) A speed greater than a designated speed established under this section is 
prima facie evidence of violation of the basic speed rule if the designated speed 
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is established for a highway on which there is no speed limit other than the limit 
established under ORS 811.111 (1)(b).
 (3) The Department of Transportation may establish by rule designated speeds 
on any specified section of interstate highway if the department determines 
that speed limits established under ORS 811.111 (1) are greater or less than is 
reasonable or safe under the conditions that exist with respect to that section of 
the interstate highway. Designated speeds established under this subsection are 
subject to all of the following:
 (a) The department may not establish a designated speed under this subsection 
of more than:
 (A) Sixty-five miles per hour for vehicles described in ORS 811.111 (1)(b); and
 (B) Seventy miles per hour for all other vehicles.
 (b) If the department establishes designated speeds under this subsection that 
are greater than 65 miles per hour, the designated speed for vehicles described in 
ORS 811.111 (1)(b) must be at least five miles per hour lower than the designated 
speed for all other vehicles on the specified section of interstate highway.
 (c) The department may establish a designated speed under this subsection 
only if an engineering and traffic investigation indicates that the statutory speed for 
the interstate highway is greater or less than is reasonable or safe under conditions 
the department finds to exist.
 (d) A designated speed established under this subsection is effective when 
appropriate signs giving notice of the designated speed are posted on the section 
of interstate highway where the designated speed is imposed.
 (4)(a) The department may establish, pursuant to a process established 
by rule, a designated speed on a state highway outside of a city. The authority 
granted under this subsection includes, but is not limited to, the authority to 
establish different designated speeds for different kinds or classes of vehicles as 
the department determines reasonable and safe. A designated speed established 
under this subsection for any kind or class of vehicles may not exceed the speed 
limit for the highway for that kind or class of vehicles as established in ORS 811.111 
or, if there is no speed limit for the highway other than the limit established in ORS 
811.111 (1)(b), may not exceed 55 miles per hour.
 (b) The department may establish a designated speed under this subsection 
only if an engineering and traffic investigation indicates that the statutory speed 
for the highway is greater or less than is reasonable or safe under conditions the 
department finds to exist.
 (c) A designated speed established under this subsection is effective when 
appropriate signs giving notice of the designated speed are posted on the portion 
of highway where the designated speed is imposed.
 (5) After a written request is received from a road authority for a highway other 
than a highway described in subsection (3) or (4) of this section, the department, 
pursuant to a process established by rule, may establish a designated speed for the 
highway. The authority granted under this subsection includes, but is not limited to, 
the authority to establish different designated speeds for different kinds or classes 
of vehicles as the department determines reasonable and safe. The authority 
granted under this subsection is subject to all of the following:
 (a) The written request from the road authority must state a recommended 
designated speed.
 (b) The department may establish a designated speed under this subsection 
only if an engineering and traffic investigation indicates that the statutory speed 
for the highway is greater or less than is reasonable or safe under conditions the 
department finds to exist.
 (c) The department may not make a final decision to establish a designated 
speed under this subsection without providing the affected road authorities with 
notice and opportunity for a hearing.
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 (d) A road authority may file a written objection to a designated speed that 
is proposed by the department under this subsection and that affects the road 
authority.
 (e) A designated speed established under this subsection is effective when 
appropriate signs giving notice of the designated speed are posted on the portion of 
the highway where the designated speed is imposed. The expense of erecting any 
sign under this subsection shall be borne by the road authority having jurisdiction 
over the portion of the highway where the designated speed is imposed.
 (f) The department, pursuant to a process established by rule, may delegate 
its authority under this subsection with respect to highways that are low volume or 
unpaved to a city or county with jurisdiction over the highway. The department shall 
delegate authority under this paragraph only if it determines that the city or county 
will exercise the authority according to criteria adopted by the department.
 (g) The department, pursuant to a process established by rule, may delegate its 
authority under this subsection to Clackamas County, Multnomah County or a city 
with jurisdiction over the highway. The department shall delegate authority under 
this paragraph only if it determines that Clackamas County, Multnomah County or 
the city will exercise the authority according to criteria adopted by the department. 
When Clackamas County, Multnomah County or a city establishes a designated 
speed under this paragraph, the county or city shall provide written notice to the 
department. The designated speed established under this paragraph is effective 30 
days after the department receives the notice.
 (6) The department may override the speed limit established for ocean shores 
under ORS 811.111 (1)(c) and establish a designated speed of less than 25 miles 
per hour on any specified section of ocean shore if the department determines that 
the speed limit established under ORS 811.111 (1)(c) is greater than is reasonable 
or safe under the conditions that exist with respect to that part of the ocean shore. 
The authority granted under this subsection is subject to all of the following:
 (a) The department may make the determination required under this subsection 
only on the basis of an investigation.
 (b) A designated speed established under this subsection is effective when 
posted upon appropriate fixed or variable signs on the portion of ocean shore 
where the designated speed is imposed.
 (7) A road authority may adopt a designated speed to regulate the speed of 
vehicles in parks under the jurisdiction of the road authority. A road authority 
regulating the speed of vehicles under this subsection shall post and maintain signs 
at all park entrances to give notice of any designated speed.
 (8) A road authority may establish by ordinance or order a temporary designated 
speed for highways in its jurisdiction that is lower than the statutory speed. A 
temporary designated speed may be established under this subsection if, in the 
judgment of the road authority, the temporary designated speed is necessary to 
protect any portion of the highway from being unduly damaged, or to protect the 
safety of the public and workers when temporary conditions such as construction 
or maintenance activities constitute a danger. The following apply to the authority 
granted under this subsection:
 (a) Statutory speeds may be overridden by a temporary designated speed only:
 (A) For a specific period of time for all vehicles; or
 (B) For a specified period of time for a specific kind or class of vehicle that is 
causing identified damage to highways.
 (b) This subsection may not be used to establish a permanent designated 
speed.
 (c) The authority granted by this subsection may be exercised only if the 
ordinance or order that imposes the temporary designated speed:
 (A) Specifies the hazard, damage or other condition requiring the temporary 
designated speed; and
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 (B) Is effective only for a specified time that corresponds to the hazard, damage 
or other condition specified.
 (d) A temporary designated speed imposed under this subsection must 
be imposed by a proper written ordinance or order. A sign giving notice of the 
temporary designated speed must be posted at each end of the portion of highway 
where the temporary designated speed is imposed and at such other places on 
the highway as may be necessary to inform the public. The temporary designated 
speed shall be effective when signs giving notice of the temporary designated 
speed are posted.
 (9) A road authority may establish an emergency speed on any highway under 
the jurisdiction of the road authority that is different from the existing speed on 
the highway. The authority granted under this subsection is subject to all of the 
following:
 (a) A speed established under this subsection is effective when appropriate 
signs giving notice thereof are posted upon the highway or portion of highway 
where the emergency speed is imposed. All signs posted under this subsection 
must comply with ORS 810.200.
 (b) The expense of posting any sign under this subsection shall be borne by the 
road authority having jurisdiction over the highway or portion of highway where the 
emergency speed is imposed.
 (c) A speed established under this subsection may be effective for not more than 
120 days.
 (10) A road authority may establish by ordinance a designated speed for a 
highway under the jurisdiction of the road authority that is five miles per hour lower 
than the statutory speed. The following apply to the authority granted under this 
subsection:
 (a) The highway is located in a residence district.
 (b) The statutory speed may be overridden by a designated speed only if:
 (A) The road authority determines that the highway has an average volume 
of fewer than 2,000 motor vehicles per day, more than 85 percent of which are 
traveling less than 30 miles per hour; and
 (B) There is a traffic control device on the highway that indicates the presence of 
pedestrians or bicyclists.
 (c) The road authority shall post a sign giving notice of the designated speed at 
each end of the portion of highway where the designated speed is imposed and at 
such other places on the highway as may be necessary to inform the public. The 
designated speed shall be effective when signs giving notice of the designated 
speed are posted.
 (11) A city may establish by ordinance a designated speed for a highway under 
the jurisdiction of the city that is five miles per hour lower than the statutory speed. 
The following apply to the authority granted under this subsection:
 (a) The highway is located in a residence district.
 (b) The highway is not an arterial highway.
 (c) The city shall post a sign giving notice of the designated speed at each end 
of the portion of highway where the designated speed is imposed and at such other 
places on the highway as may be necessary to inform the public. The designated 
speed shall be effective when signs giving notice of the designated speed are 
posted.
 (12) Notwithstanding ORS 801.430, as used in subsection (11) of this section, 
“residence district” includes territory not comprising a business district that is 
contiguous to a highway and has access to dwellings provided by alleys. [1983 
c.338 §162; 1985 c.16 §51; 1987 c.887 §8; 1989 c.592 §3; 1991 c.728 §3; 1993 
c.742 §118; 1995 c.79 §371; 1997 c.249 §227; 1999 c.59 §240; 2003 c.819 §2; 2005 
c.77 §1; 2005 c.507 §1; 2011 c.384 §1; 2017 c.291 §1; 2019 c.515 §1; 2021 c.630 
§81]
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 810.190 [1983 c.338 §163; 1985 c.16 §52; repealed by 1993 c.742 §117]

(Traffic Control Devices)

 810.200 Uniform standards for traffic control devices; uniform system of 
marking and signing highways. (1) The Oregon Transportation Commission may 
exercise the following authority with respect to the marking, signing and use of 
traffic control devices in this state:
 (a) The commission shall adopt a manual and specifications of uniform 
standards for traffic control devices consistent with the provisions of the vehicle 
code for use upon highways in this state.
 (b) The commission is authorized to provide a uniform system of marking and 
signing highways within the boundaries of this state.
 (c) The commission is authorized to determine the character or type of traffic 
control devices to be used in this state.
 (2) The authority granted under this section is subject to all of the following:
 (a) The system of marking and signing established under this section shall 
correlate with and, as far as possible, conform to the system adopted in other 
states. The commission may include in the system signs and signals that show 
internationally recognized and approved symbols.
 (b) So far as practicable, all traffic control devices in this state shall be uniform 
as to type and location.
 (c) All traffic control devices placed or operated in this state shall conform to 
specifications approved by the commission.
 (d) Stop signs and yield signs shall be illuminated at night or so placed as to be 
illuminated by the headlights of approaching vehicles or by street lights. [1983 c.338 
§164; 1985 c.16 §53; 1993 c.522 §2]

 810.210 Placement and control of traffic control devices. (1) The Oregon 
Transportation Commission is vested with exclusive jurisdiction over the installation 
at railroad-highway grade crossings of signs, signals, gates, protective devices or 
any other device to warn or protect the public at a railroad-highway crossing. The 
commission is granted exclusive authority under this subsection to determine the 
character or type of device to be used.
 (2) Each road authority shall place, maintain and control traffic control devices 
used upon its own highway as the road authority considers necessary for the 
safe and expeditious control of traffic, necessary to carry out the provisions of the 
vehicle code or local traffic ordinances or necessary to regulate, warn or guide 
traffic. The commission shall act as road authority under this section in lieu of 
the Department of Transportation. The authority granted under this subsection is 
subject to all of the following:
 (a) All traffic control devices erected and used under this subsection shall 
conform to the state manual and specifications established under ORS 810.200.
 (b) The commission has general supervision with respect to the placing, 
construction and operation of traffic control devices under this subsection for the 
purpose of obtaining, so far as practicable, uniformity as to type and location of 
traffic control devices throughout the state.
 (c) Only the commission has authority over a state highway whether or not the 
state highway is within the jurisdiction of another road authority. No traffic control 
device shall be erected, maintained or operated upon any state highway under 
this subsection by any authority other than the commission, except with the written 
approval of the commission.
 (d) When the governing body of a city makes a determination that placement 
or construction of a traffic control device on a highway within the city selected as 
a state highway under ORS 373.010 is necessary to carry out the provisions of 
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the vehicle code or to regulate, warn or guide traffic, the city governing body shall 
submit written findings and recommendations to the Director of Transportation in 
support of placing or constructing the traffic control device on the state highway. If 
the director approves the findings and recommendations, the director shall notify 
the city governing body in writing and proceed to place or construct the traffic 
control device in accordance with the findings and recommendations. If the director 
does not notify the governing body of disapproval within 90 days after receipt of 
the findings and recommendations, the findings and recommendations shall be 
considered approved and the director shall proceed to place or construct the traffic 
control device in accordance with the findings and recommendations.
 (e) The commission is authorized to classify, designate and mark both interstate 
and intrastate highways within the boundaries of this state. [1983 c.338 §165; 1985 
c.16 §54; 1993 c.522 §3; 1993 c.741 §84; 1995 c.733 §88]

 810.212 Requirements for certain speed limit signs. Any sign that is posted 
on a highway in this state that expresses a speed limit in kilometers per hour shall 
also show the speed limit in miles per hour. The limit in miles per hour shall be 
printed above the limit in kilometers per hour and shall be of equal size lettering. 
[1993 c.284 §2]

 810.214 Signs prohibiting unmuffled engine brakes. (1) The Oregon 
Transportation Commission shall adopt uniform standards for posting signs 
prohibiting the use of unmuffled engine brakes as described in ORS 811.492.
 (2) The commission is authorized to provide a uniform system of posting signs 
within the boundaries of the state. Any sign posted shall inform the driver that the 
use of unmuffled engine braking is prohibited and shall give the dollar amount of 
the maximum fine provided for violation of ORS 811.492.
 (3) All signs placed shall conform to specifications approved by the commission. 
The commission may use signs that show internationally recognized and approved 
symbols. [1993 c.314 §11; 1999 c.1051 §228]

 810.220 Exemption from traffic control device specifications. Official traffic 
control devices placed or constructed by road authorities before June 27, 1975, 
are not required to conform to specifications and location criteria approved by the 
Oregon Transportation Commission. Any new or amended specifications approved 
by the commission under ORS 810.200 after June 27, 1975, for the placement or 
construction of traffic control devices do not apply to such devices in place on June 
27, 1975. However within a reasonable period after June 27, 1975, traffic control 
devices shall be altered or relocated to comply with the manual and specifications 
under ORS 810.200. [1983 c.338 §166]

 810.230 Unlawful sign display; exceptions; penalty. (1) A person commits the 
offense of unlawful sign display if the person does any of the following:
 (a) Without authority under ORS 810.200 or 810.210, places, maintains or 
displays upon or in view of any highway any sign, signal, marking or device that:
 (A) Purports to be or is an imitation or resembles an official traffic control device 
or railroad sign or signal;
 (B) Attempts to direct the movement of animal, pedestrian, vehicle or any other 
traffic; or
 (C) Hides from view or interferes with the effectiveness of a traffic control device 
or railroad sign or signal.
 (b) Places or maintains upon any highway any traffic sign or signal bearing 
thereon any commercial advertising device.
 (2) This section does not prohibit the placing and maintaining of signs, markers 
or signals bearing thereon the name of an organization authorized to place the 
same by the appropriate public authority.
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 (3) Every prohibited sign, signal, marking or device is hereby declared to be a 
public nuisance and the authority with jurisdiction over the highway, without notice, 
may remove it or cause it to be moved.
 (4) The offense described in this section, unlawful sign display, is a Class B 
traffic violation. [1983 c.338 §708; 1985 c.16 §342; 1995 c.383 §41]

 810.240 Unlawful interference with traffic control device or railroad sign; 
penalty. (1) A person commits the offense of unlawful interference with a traffic 
control device or railroad sign if the person, without lawful authority and with 
criminal negligence, attempts to or does alter, deface, injure, knock down or remove 
any traffic control device or any railroad sign or signal or any inscription, shield or 
insignia thereon or any other part thereof.
 (2) The offense described in this section, unlawful interference with traffic control 
device or railroad sign, is a Class A traffic violation. [1983 c.338 §709; 1995 c.383 
§11]

 810.243 Operation of flashing light indicating children in school zone. (1) 
Except as provided in subsection (2) of this section, a flashing light used as a traffic 
control device to indicate that children may be arriving at or leaving school and 
operated to provide notice under ORS 811.111 or 811.235 may be operated only at 
times when children are scheduled to arrive at or leave the school.
 (2) A flashing light may be used to provide notice under ORS 811.111 or 811.235 
of the presence of a school zone and may be operated between 7 a.m. and 5 p.m. 
on a day when school is in session if:
 (a) The school has a parking lot located across the street from the school; and
 (b) That street has a speed limit, or designated speed posted by authority 
granted under ORS 810.180, of 45 miles per hour or greater. [Formerly 811.106; 
2015 c.139 §1]

 810.245 Signs giving notice of consequences of traffic offenses committed 
in school zones. A road authority may post signs designed to give motorists notice 
of the provisions of ORS 811.235. The road authority may also develop procedures 
that enable individuals or entities to petition and pay for the erection of signs 
described in this section. [1997 c.682 §6]

 810.247 Signs giving notice of multilane roundabouts. A road authority 
shall place signs prior to each multilane roundabout located on a highway under its 
jurisdiction that warns drivers of the hazard of driving next to a commercial motor 
vehicle. [2011 c.85 §4]

 810.250 Use of traffic control device placement or legibility as evidence. (1) 
A person shall not be convicted of violating a provision of the vehicle code for which 
an official traffic control device is required if the device is not in proper position 
and legible to a reasonably observant person at the time and place of the alleged 
violation.
 (2) Whenever a particular section of the vehicle code does not state that traffic 
control devices are required, the section is effective even though no devices are 
erected or in place.
 (3) When a traffic control device is placed in position approximately conforming 
to the requirements of the traffic regulations or other laws of this state, the device 
is presumed to have been placed by an official act or at the direction of lawful 
authority unless the contrary is established by competent evidence.
 (4) A traffic control device placed under the vehicle code or other laws or 
regulations of this state and purporting to conform to the lawful requirements 
pertaining to that device is presumed to comply with the requirements of the vehicle 
code unless the contrary is established by competent evidence. [1983 c.338 §167]
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 810.260 Standards for installation, operation and use of traffic control 
signal operating devices; rules. (1) The Department of Transportation shall adopt 
standards for the installation, operation and use of traffic control signal operating 
devices authorized under ORS 815.445. In adopting standards, the department 
shall consider the impact of traffic control signal operating devices on:
 (a) Safety.
 (b) The efficiency of emergency response operations.
 (c) The requirements for traffic signal maintenance.
 (d) The efficiency of public transit operations.
 (e) Traffic flow.
 (2) The Department of Transportation shall adopt rules establishing priorities 
and preemptive use among users of traffic control signal operating devices. The 
rules shall take into account:
 (a) Local standards for response times to emergencies by emergency service 
providers; and
 (b) The weight, operating speed and braking distance required for vehicles 
operated by all authorized users. [1997 c.507 §5]

COURTS
(Security for Appearance)

 810.300 Security for appearance on traffic crime. (1) A court, including a 
magistrate or clerk or deputy clerk authorized by the magistrate, shall release a 
person brought before it if the person gives an adequate undertaking to appear in 
answer to the offense at the time and place fixed by the court. A court, as it deems 
appropriate, is authorized to accept and may require any of the following as security 
for the appearance of an arrested person before the court on a traffic crime:
 (a) An automobile membership card as described under ORS 810.330 and 
subject to limitations under that section.
 (b) A guaranteed arrest bond certificate as described under ORS 810.320 and 
subject to limitations under that section.
 (c) A license as described under ORS 810.310 and subject to limitations under 
that section.
 (d) Such sum as may be required by the court.
 (2) A magistrate or clerk or deputy clerk authorized by the magistrate has 
authority to accept security for the appearance of a person arrested for a traffic 
crime and brought before the magistrate or clerk or deputy clerk, as provided in 
this section. The following apply to security that is accepted by a court under this 
section or that is forwarded to a court by a police office under ORS 810.448 or 
810.450:
 (a) The security shall be returned to the person when the person delivers any 
security amount required by the court. The court may require that any moneys 
deposited as security be applied against the security amount set by the court.
 (b) If the magistrate does not have jurisdiction of the crime, the magistrate shall 
promptly forward the security accepted and all documents in connection with the 
case to the most conveniently located court having jurisdiction of the crime and in 
which the venue may properly be laid. [1983 c.338 §376; 1999 c.1051 §285]

 810.310 Use of license as security deposit. The current valid license of a 
person that is issued by this state is acceptable, when authorized under ORS 
810.300, as a security deposit for a person on a traffic crime. The use of a license 
as security under this section is subject to all of the following:
 (1) Upon acceptance of the license as security, the magistrate or clerk or deputy 
clerk authorized by the magistrate shall issue the person a court bail driver permit 
under ORS 807.330.
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 (2) If the person appears at the time fixed, the person’s license shall be returned 
to the person unless taken up by the court under ORS 809.275.
 (3) If the person fails to appear at the time fixed, the court shall forward the 
license to the Department of Transportation along with a notification that the person 
failed to appear and a notification to suspend the driving privileges of the person. 
The department shall take action on the license and notice as provided under ORS 
809.280. [1983 c.338 §377; 1985 c.16 §196; 1993 c.627 §4; 1999 c.1051 §286]

 810.320 Use of guaranteed arrest bond certificate as security deposit. 
The unexpired guaranteed arrest bond certificate, as defined in ORS 742.372, 
of a member of an automobile club or automobile association is acceptable, 
when authorized under ORS 810.300, 810.448 or 810.450, as a security deposit 
for that member for any traffic crime, other than a felony, if the security deposit 
required does not exceed $1,000. The use of an unexpired guaranteed arrest bond 
certificate as a security deposit under this section is subject to all of the following:
 (1) To qualify for use as a security deposit, a guaranteed arrest bond certificate 
must have a surety company that has become a surety on the certificate as 
provided under ORS 742.372 to 742.376.
 (2) If the individual does not make the appearance, the surety for the certificate 
is subject on the undertaking of the surety under ORS 742.374 to any forfeiture or 
enforcement provision of any statute, charter or ordinance that otherwise applies 
to security deposits on their undertaking. [1983 c.338 §378; 1985 c.16 §197; 1989 
c.634 §4; 1999 c.1051 §287]

 810.330 Use of automobile membership card as security deposit. The 
unexpired membership card of any member of an automobile association is 
acceptable as a security deposit for that member as provided under this section. 
The use of an unexpired membership card as security deposit is subject to the 
following:
 (1) The membership card may only be used as a security deposit:
 (a) For the violation of any motor vehicle law of this state or traffic crime of 
any city in this state if the security amount in any individual case does not exceed 
$1,000; and
 (b) When authorized under ORS 810.300, 810.448 or 810.450.
 (2) To qualify for use as a security deposit, the membership card must be the 
card of an automobile association incorporated under the laws of this state that has 
deposited with and maintains with the State Treasurer the sum of $2,000 in cash or 
in bonds approved by the State Treasurer.
 (3) If a person deposits that person’s membership card as a security deposit 
and the person fails or neglects to appear in court at the time and place required, 
the magistrate or other officer before whom the case is brought, upon declaring 
a forfeiture of the security amount, shall at once notify the association of the 
forfeiture, and the amount thereof, by mail.
 (4) The association, within five days after the receipt of notice, under subsection 
(2) of this section, shall remit the amount of the security amount so forfeited to the 
magistrate or other officer. If the association fails or refuses to remit the security 
amount within that period, the magistrate or other officer having the matter in 
charge or the district attorney shall notify the State Treasurer, who shall:
 (a) Pay the security amount to the officer or magistrate lawfully entitled to 
receive it;
 (b) Deduct that amount from the amount of deposit with the State Treasurer by 
the association under this section; and
 (c) Immediately notify the association and require it to deposit a like sum with 
the State Treasurer.
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 (5) If the association fails or neglects for a period of 10 days to comply with the 
notice of the treasurer under subsection (3) of this section, the membership cards 
of such association shall not thereafter be accepted as a security deposit while the 
default continues.
 (6) Upon the payment of the security amount under this section by the 
association, the membership card so deposited shall be immediately returned to 
the association by the officer who accepted it as a security deposit. [1983 c.338 
§379; 1989 c.634 §5; 1999 c.1051 §288]

(Jurisdiction and Procedures)

 810.340 Proceedings; jurisdiction of financial responsibility requirements 
and suspension. (1) All proceedings concerning traffic offenses shall conform to 
the provisions of the vehicle code and those provisions of ORS chapter 153 relating 
to traffic offenses.
 (2) All circuit courts, municipal courts and justices of the peace have concurrent 
jurisdiction, within their respective city or county, of all violations of the provisions of 
the vehicle code relating to financial responsibility requirements or the suspension 
of driving privileges or registration. [1983 c.338 §380; 1985 c.16 §198; 1985 c.173 
§5; 1985 c.725 §15; 1999 c.788 §60; 1999 c.1051 §141]

 810.350 Procedures for overloading and certain other violations. (1) For 
offenses described in this section, a court or judicial officer:
 (a) Shall make the owner or lessee of the vehicle a codefendant if appearance 
has not been made by the driver within 15 days of the date the driver was cited to 
appear in court.
 (b) May dismiss the charges against the driver if the court finds:
 (A) That the owner or lessee of the vehicle caused or permitted the driver to 
operate the vehicle or combination of vehicles in violation of the offenses described 
in this section; and
 (B) That the owner or lessee is guilty of violating any such provision.
 (2) This section applies to the following offenses:
 (a) Operation without payment of appropriate registration fees under ORS 
803.315.
 (b) Violation of maximum weight limits under ORS 818.020.
 (c) Violation of administratively imposed weight or size limits under ORS 
818.060.
 (d) Violation of maximum size limits under ORS 818.090.
 (e) Exceeding maximum number of vehicles under ORS 818.110.
 (f) Violation of posted limits on use of road under ORS 818.130.
 (g) Violation of towing safety requirements under ORS 818.160.
 (h) Operating a sifting or leaking load under ORS 818.300.
 (i) Dragging objects on a highway under ORS 818.320.
 (j) Unlawful use of devices without wheels under ORS 815.155.
 (k) Unlawful use of metal objects on tires under ORS 815.160.
 (L) Operation without pneumatic tires under ORS 815.170.
 (m) Operation in violation of a vehicle variance permit under ORS 818.340.
 (n) Failure to carry and display a permit under ORS 818.350.
 (o) Failure to comply with commercial vehicle enforcement requirements under 
ORS 818.400. [1983 c.338 §381]

 810.360 [1983 c.338 §383; repealed by 1999 c.1051 §32]



ROAD AUTHORITIES; COURTS; POLICE; OTHER ENFORCEMENT OFFICIALS

OREGON VEHICLE CODE (2021 Edition)Page 202

(Court-Related Offenses)

 810.365 Failure to appear on certain parking offenses. If a vehicle owner 
cited under ORS 810.425 to appear in a circuit or justice court upon an alleged 
parking offense fails to appear on or before the date and time stated on the citation, 
the court and the Department of Transportation may take such actions as are 
otherwise authorized by law under the Oregon Vehicle Code in the case of a failure 
to appear, except that in no case may a warrant of arrest be issued nor a criminal 
prosecution for failure to appear be commenced unless the citing or prosecuting 
authority, more than 10 days prior thereto, has sent a letter to the registered owner 
at the address shown upon the records of the department advising the owner of the 
charge pending and informing the owner that the owner may be subject to arrest if 
the owner does not appear in the court within 10 days to answer the charge. The 
letter must be sent by certified mail, restricted delivery, return receipt requested. A 
warrant of arrest may not be issued nor a criminal prosecution for failure to appear 
be commenced if such a letter has not been sent or if the owner appears in court 
to answer the charge within 10 days after receiving the letter. [1987 c.687 §3; 1995 
c.658 §115; 1999 c.59 §241; 1999 c.1051 §289; 2003 c.14 §489]

(Records)

 810.370 Court to forward traffic conviction records to department; 
exceptions. (1) Within the time required by this section of the conviction, every 
court with jurisdiction over the offenses described in this section shall forward to the 
Department of Transportation a record of the conviction of any person in such court 
for a violation of any of the following that regulate the operation of motor vehicles on 
highways or streets:
 (a) Offenses committed under the vehicle code or any other statute of this state.
 (b) Offenses committed under any municipal ordinance.
 (2) To comply with this section, a court must forward the record of conviction 
containing the date of any offense, any arrest and conviction. The record must 
be forwarded to the department within 24 hours of the time the defendant was 
sentenced by the court.
 (3) A court is not required by this section to forward to the department a record 
of conviction for violation of any offense under any of the following sections: ORS 
810.090, 811.555, 811.570, 811.580, 814.020 to 814.080, 814.120, 814.230, 814.410 
to 814.480, 815.155, 815.160, 815.170, 818.020, 818.040, 818.060, 818.090, 
818.110, 818.130, 818.160, 818.300, 818.320, 818.340, 818.350, 818.400, 820.400 
or 822.220. [1983 c.338 §384; 1985 c.16 §199; 1987 c.138 §1]

 810.375 Duties of judges or court clerks. (1) The judge or clerk of every 
court of this state having jurisdiction of any traffic offense, including all local and 
municipal judicial officers in this state:
 (a) Shall keep a full record of every case in which a person is charged with any 
such offense.
 (b) Shall send the Department of Transportation an abstract of conviction for any 
person who is convicted.
 (c) Shall send the department a copy of any final judgment of conviction of any 
person that results in mandatory suspension or revocation of driving privileges or 
commercial driving privileges under ORS 809.409, 809.411, 809.510 to 809.545 or 
813.400.
 (d) Shall send the department a copy of any final judgment finding a person 
charged with a traffic offense guilty except for insanity and committed to the 
jurisdiction of the Psychiatric Security Review Board under ORS 161.315 to 161.351.
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 (2) The department shall keep such records in its office, and they shall be open 
to the inspection of any person during reasonable business hours.
 (3) To comply with this section, a judge or clerk must comply with the following:
 (a) Any information required by this section to be sent to the department must 
be sent within the time provided under ORS 810.370 and must include information 
required by ORS 810.370.
 (b) Information may not be sent to the department under this section concerning 
convictions excluded from ORS 810.370. [Formerly 153.625; 2001 c.492 §8; 2003 
c.402 §35; 2005 c.649 §18; 2011 c.708 §30; 2013 c.237 §24; 2017 c.442 §29]

 810.380 [1985 c.744 §3; 1987 c.730 §19; 1987 c.904 §2; repealed by 1987 c.905 
§37]

POLICE
(General Authority)

 810.400 Uniform or badge required. Any police officer attempting to enforce 
the traffic laws of this state shall be in uniform or shall conspicuously display an 
official identification card showing the officer’s lawful authority. [1983 c.338 §399]

 810.410 Arrest and citation. (1) A police officer may arrest or issue a citation to 
a person for a traffic crime at any place within or outside the jurisdictional authority 
of the governmental unit by which the police officer is authorized to act as provided 
by ORS 133.235 and 133.310.
 (2) A police officer may issue a citation to a person for a traffic violation at any 
place within or outside the jurisdictional authority of the governmental unit by which 
the police officer is authorized to act:
 (a) When the traffic violation is committed in the police officer’s presence; or
 (b) When the police officer has probable cause to believe an offense has 
occurred based on a description of the vehicle or other information received from a 
police officer who observed the traffic violation.
 (3) A police officer:
 (a) Shall not arrest a person for a traffic violation.
 (b) May stop and detain a person for a traffic violation for the purposes of 
investigation reasonably related to the traffic violation, identification and issuance of 
citation.
 (c) May make an inquiry into circumstances arising during the course of a 
detention and investigation under paragraph (b) of this subsection that give rise to a 
reasonable suspicion of criminal activity.
 (d) May make an inquiry to ensure the safety of the officer, the person stopped 
or other persons present, including an inquiry regarding the presence of weapons.
 (e) May request consent to search in relation to the circumstances referred to 
in paragraph (c) of this subsection or to search for items of evidence otherwise 
subject to search or seizure under ORS 133.535.
 (f) May use the degree of force reasonably necessary to make the stop and 
ensure the safety of the police officer, the person stopped or other persons present.
 (g) May make an arrest of a person as authorized by ORS 133.310 (2) if the 
person is stopped and detained pursuant to the authority of this section.
 (4) When a police officer at the scene of a traffic accident has reasonable 
grounds, based upon the police officer’s personal investigation, to believe that a 
person involved in the accident has committed a traffic offense in connection with 
the accident, the police officer may issue to the person a citation for that offense. 
The authority under this subsection is in addition to any other authority to issue a 
citation for a traffic offense. [1983 c.338 §400; 1985 c.16 §212; 1991 c.720 §1; 1995 
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c.308 §1; 1997 c.682 §1; 1997 c.866 §§4,5; 1999 c.1051 §89; 2011 c.506 §48; 2011 
c.644 §33]

 810.415 Removal of vehicles, cargo or debris from roadway after collision. 
A law enforcement officer who comes to the scene of a collision described in ORS 
811.700 may remove or direct the driver of a vehicle involved in the collision to 
remove from the roadway any vehicle, cargo or debris resulting from the collision. A 
person acting under the authority granted by this section is not liable for damage to 
a vehicle, cargo or debris caused by reasonable efforts at removal. [2003 c.410 §2; 
2018 c.22 §8]

 810.420 Use of speed measuring device; citation; training. (1) When the 
speed of a vehicle has been checked by a speed measuring device, the driver of 
the vehicle may be stopped, detained and issued a citation by a police officer if the 
officer is in uniform and has either:
 (a) Observed the recording of the speed of the vehicle by the device; or
 (b) Probable cause to detain based upon a description of the vehicle or other 
information received from the officer who has observed the speed of the vehicle 
recorded.
 (2) A police officer may not issue a citation based on a speed measuring device 
unless the officer has taken and passed a training course, approved by the law 
enforcement agency that employs the officer, in the use of the speed measuring 
device. [1983 c.338 §401; 2001 c.444 §1]

 810.425 Procedure in certain parking cases. (1) In all prosecutions of the 
owner of a vehicle for violation of ORS 811.555 (1)(b), 811.570 (1)(b), 811.575 (1)
(b) and 811.585 (1)(b), of any parking regulations prescribed under ORS 276.002 
or of an applicable ordinance, it shall be sufficient for a police officer to charge the 
defendant by an unsworn written notice if the notice clearly states:
 (a) The date, place and nature of the charge.
 (b) The time and place for defendant’s appearance in court.
 (c) The name of the issuing officer.
 (d) The license number of the vehicle.
 (2) The notice provided for in subsection (1) of this section shall either be 
delivered to the defendant or placed in a conspicuous place upon the vehicle 
involved in the violation. A duplicate original of the notice shall serve as the 
complaint in the case when it is filed with the court. In all other respects 
the procedure otherwise provided by law in such cases shall be followed. 
Notwithstanding ORS 153.042, the issuing officer need not have observed the act 
of parking, but need only have observed that the vehicle appeared to be parked 
in violation of ORS 811.555 (1)(b), 811.570 (1)(b), 811.575 (1)(b) and 811.585 (1)
(b), of any parking regulations prescribed under ORS 276.002 or of an applicable 
ordinance.
 (3) A circuit court and a justice court have concurrent jurisdiction over parking 
offenses committed within the county.
 (4) This section does not apply to prosecutions under city ordinances but ORS 
221.333 shall apply to such prosecutions. [1987 c.687 §2; 1995 c.658 §116; 1999 
c.1051 §89a; 2007 c.175 §3]

 810.430 Movement of illegally parked vehicles. A police officer who finds a 
vehicle parked or standing upon a highway in violation of ORS 811.555 or 811.570 
may move the vehicle, cause it to be moved or require the driver or person in 
charge of the vehicle to move it. The authority to move vehicles under this section 
is in addition to any authority under ORS 819.110 and 819.120. [1983 c.338 §402; 
1995 c.758 §6]
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(Photo Red Light)

 810.434 Photo red light; operation; evaluation. (1) Any city may, at its own 
cost, operate cameras designed to photograph drivers who:
 (a) Violate ORS 811.265 by failing to obey a traffic control device; or
 (b) Violate the speed limit established in ORS 811.111 by 11 miles per hour or 
greater or violate the designated speed posted under ORS 810.180 by 11 miles per 
hour or greater.
 (2) Cameras operated under this section may be mounted on street lights or put 
in other suitable places.
 (3) A city that chooses to operate a camera shall:
 (a) Provide a public information campaign to inform local drivers about the use 
of cameras before citations are actually issued; and
 (b) Once each biennium, conduct a process and outcome evaluation for the 
purposes of subsection (4) of this section that includes:
 (A) The effect of the use of cameras on traffic safety;
 (B) The degree of public acceptance of the use of cameras; and
 (C) The process of administration of the use of cameras.
 (4) By March 1 of each odd-numbered year, each city that operates a camera 
under this section shall present to the Legislative Assembly the process and 
outcome evaluation conducted by the city under subsection (3) of this section. 
[1999 c.851 §1; 1999 c.1051 §327; 2001 c.474 §1; subsection (5) of 2001 Edition 
enacted as 2001 c.474 §3; 2003 c.14 §491; 2003 c.339 §1; 2005 c.686 §1; 2007 
c.640 §1; 2011 c.545 §65; 2017 c.288 §3]

 810.435 Use of photographs. (1) Except as provided in subsection (2) of this 
section, photographs taken under ORS 810.434 may be submitted into evidence in 
a criminal trial, grand jury proceeding or other criminal proceeding for the purpose 
of proving or disproving a felony or a Class A misdemeanor.
 (2) Photographs taken under ORS 810.434 may not be used in any criminal 
proceeding relating to the prosecution of a violation as described in ORS 153.008, 
other than for the purpose of proving or disproving a violation of:
 (a) ORS 811.265;
 (b) ORS 811.111 by 11 miles per hour or greater; or
 (c) A designated speed posted under ORS 810.180 by 11 miles per hour or 
greater. [2001 c.474 §4; 2003 c.14 §492; 2003 c.339 §2; 2013 c.428 §1; 2017 c.288 
§4]

 810.436 Citations based on photo red light; response to citation. (1) 
Notwithstanding any other provision of law, if a city chooses to operate a camera 
that complies with this section and ORS 810.434, a citation for violation of ORS 
811.265 may be issued on the basis of photographs from a camera taken without 
the presence of a police officer if the following conditions are met:
 (a) Signs are posted, so far as is practicable, on all major routes entering the 
jurisdiction indicating that compliance with traffic control devices is enforced through 
cameras.
 (b) For each traffic control device at which a camera is installed, signs indicating 
that a camera may be in operation at the device are posted before the device at a 
location near the device.
 (c) If the traffic control device is a traffic light, the yellow light shows for at 
least the length of time recommended by the standard set by the Institute of 
Transportation Engineers.
 (d) The citation is mailed to the registered owner of the vehicle, or to the driver if 
identifiable, within 10 business days of the alleged violation.
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 (e) The registered owner is given 30 days from the date the citation is mailed to 
respond to the citation.
 (f) A police officer who has reviewed the photograph signs the citation. The 
citation may be prepared on a digital medium, and the signature may be electronic 
in accordance with the provisions of ORS 84.001 to 84.061.
 (2) Notwithstanding subsection (1) of this section, if the city issues a citation 
under ORS 810.437 for exceeding the speed limit under ORS 811.111 or designated 
speed posted under ORS 810.180 by 11 to 20 miles per hour, the city may not issue 
a citation under this section for violation of ORS 811.265 arising out of the same 
criminal episode, as defined in ORS 131.505.
 (3) If the person named as the registered owner of a vehicle in the current 
records of the Department of Transportation fails to respond to a citation issued 
under subsection (1) of this section, a default judgment under ORS 153.102 may 
be entered for failure to appear after notice has been given that the judgment will be 
entered.
 (4) A rebuttable presumption exists that the registered owner of the vehicle was 
the driver of the vehicle when the citation was issued and delivered as provided in 
this section.
 (5) A person issued a citation under subsection (1) of this section may respond 
to the citation by submitting a certificate of innocence or a certificate of nonliability 
under subsection (7) of this section or any other response allowed by law.
 (6) A citation for violation of ORS 811.265 issued on the basis of photographs 
from a camera installed as provided in this section and ORS 810.434 may be 
delivered by mail or otherwise to the registered owner of the vehicle or to the driver 
if the driver is identifiable from the photograph.
 (7)(a) A registered owner of a vehicle may respond by mail to a citation issued 
under subsection (1) of this section by submitting, within 30 days from the mailing 
of the citation, a certificate of innocence swearing or affirming that the owner was 
not the driver of the vehicle and by providing a photocopy of the owner’s driver 
license. A jurisdiction that receives a certificate of innocence under this paragraph 
shall dismiss the citation without requiring a court appearance by the registered 
owner or any other information from the registered owner other than the swearing 
or affirmation and the photocopy. The citation may be reissued only once, only to 
the registered owner and only if the jurisdiction verifies that the registered owner 
appears to have been the driver at the time of the violation. A registered owner may 
not submit a certificate of innocence in response to a reissued citation.
 (b) If a business or public agency responds to a citation issued under subsection 
(1) of this section by submitting, within 30 days from the mailing of the citation, a 
certificate of nonliability stating that at the time of the alleged violation the vehicle 
was in the custody and control of an employee or was in the custody and control 
of a renter or lessee under the terms of a motor vehicle rental agreement or lease, 
and if the business or public agency provides the driver license number, name 
and address of the employee, renter or lessee, the citation shall be dismissed with 
respect to the business or public agency. The citation may then be reissued and 
delivered by mail or otherwise to the employee, renter or lessee identified in the 
certificate of nonliability.
 (8) The penalties for and all consequences of a violation of ORS 811.265 
initiated by the use of a camera installed as provided in this section and ORS 
810.434 are the same as for a violation initiated by any other means.
 (9) A registered owner or an employee, renter or lessee against whom a 
judgment for failure to appear is entered may move the court to relieve the owner or 
the employee, renter or lessee from the judgment as provided in ORS 153.105 if the 
failure to appear was due to mistake, inadvertence, surprise or excusable neglect. 
[1999 c.851 §2; 2001 c.104 §305; 2001 c.474 §2; 2001 c.535 §30a; 2003 c.14 §493; 
2003 c.339 §3; 2005 c.686 §2; 2007 c.640 §2; 2017 c.288 §5]
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 810.437 Citations for speeding based on photo red light; response to 
citation. (1) Notwithstanding any other provision of law, if a city chooses to operate 
cameras that comply with this section and ORS 810.434, a citation for speeding 
may be issued on the basis of photographs from a camera and other technology, 
including but not limited to sensors, that measure the speed of a vehicle without the 
presence of a police officer if the following conditions are met:
 (a) Signs are posted, so far as is practicable, on all major routes entering the 
jurisdiction indicating that compliance with traffic laws is enforced through cameras 
and other technology.
 (b) For each traffic control device at which a camera is installed, signs indicating 
that a camera system may be in operation at the traffic control device are posted 
before the device at a location near the device.
 (c) The citation is mailed to the registered owner of the vehicle, or to the driver if 
identifiable, within 10 business days of the alleged violation.
 (d) The registered owner is given 30 days from the date the citation is delivered 
to respond to the citation.
 (e) A police officer who has reviewed the photograph and other data signs the 
citation. The citation may be prepared on a digital medium, and the signature may 
be electronic in accordance with the provisions of ORS 84.001 to 84.061.
 (f) The person exceeded the speed limit or designated speed by 11 miles per 
hour or greater.
 (2) If the person named as the registered owner of a vehicle in the current 
records of the Department of Transportation fails to respond to a citation issued 
under subsection (1) of this section, a default judgment under ORS 153.102 may 
be entered for failure to appear after notice has been given that the judgment will be 
entered.
 (3) A rebuttable presumption exists that the registered owner of the vehicle was 
the driver of the vehicle when the citation was issued and delivered as provided in 
this section.
 (4) A person issued a citation under subsection (1) of this section may respond 
to the citation by submitting a certificate of innocence or a certificate of nonliability 
under subsection (6) of this section or any other response allowed by law.
 (5) A citation issued under this section on the basis of photographs from a 
camera installed as provided in this section and ORS 810.434 may be delivered by 
mail or otherwise to the registered owner of the vehicle or to the driver if the driver 
is identifiable from the photograph.
 (6)(a) A registered owner of a vehicle may respond by mail to a citation issued 
under subsection (1) of this section by submitting, within 30 days from delivery of 
the citation, a certificate of innocence swearing or affirming that the owner was 
not the driver of the vehicle and by providing a photocopy of the owner’s driver 
license. A jurisdiction that receives a certificate of innocence under this paragraph 
shall dismiss the citation without requiring a court appearance by the registered 
owner or any other information from the registered owner other than the swearing 
or affirmation and the photocopy. The citation may be reissued only once, only to 
the registered owner and only if the jurisdiction verifies that the registered owner 
appears to have been the driver at the time of the violation. A registered owner may 
not submit a certificate of innocence in response to a reissued citation.
 (b) If a business or public agency responds to a citation issued under subsection 
(1) of this section by submitting, within 30 days from delivery of the citation, a 
certificate of nonliability stating that at the time of the alleged violation the vehicle 
was in the custody and control of an employee or was in the custody and control 
of a renter or lessee under the terms of a motor vehicle rental agreement or lease, 
and if the business or public agency provides the driver license number, name 
and address of the employee, renter or lessee, the citation shall be dismissed with 
respect to the business or public agency. The citation may then be reissued and 
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delivered by mail or otherwise to the employee, renter or lessee identified in the 
certificate of nonliability.
 (7) The penalties for and all consequences of a speeding violation initiated by 
the use of a camera installed as provided in this section and ORS 810.434 are the 
same as for a violation initiated by any other means.
 (8) A registered owner or an employee, renter or lessee against whom a 
judgment for failure to appear is entered may move the court to relieve the owner or 
the employee, renter or lessee from the judgment as provided in ORS 153.105 if the 
failure to appear was due to mistake, inadvertence, surprise or excusable neglect. 
[2017 c.288 §2]

(Photo Radar)

 810.438 Photo radar; authorized jurisdictions. (1) The following jurisdictions 
may, at their own cost, operate photo radar:
 (a) Albany.
 (b) Beaverton.
 (c) Bend.
 (d) Eugene.
 (e) Gladstone.
 (f) Medford.
 (g) Milwaukie.
 (h) Oregon City.
 (i) Portland.
 (j) Tigard.
 (2) A photo radar system operated under this section:
 (a) May be used on streets in residential areas or school zones.
 (b) May be used in other areas if the governing body of the city makes a finding 
that speeding has had a negative impact on traffic safety in those areas.
 (c) May not be used for more than four hours per day in any one location.
 (d) May not be used on controlled access highways.
 (e) May not be used unless a sign is posted announcing “Traffic Laws Photo 
Enforced.” The sign posted under this paragraph must:
 (A) Be on the street on which the photo radar unit is being used;
 (B) Be between 100 and 400 yards before the location of the photo radar unit;
 (C) Be at least two feet above ground level; and
 (D) If posted in a school zone not otherwise marked by a flashing light used as a 
traffic control device, indicate that school is in session.
 (3) A city that operates a photo radar system under this section shall, once 
each biennium, conduct a process and outcome evaluation for the purposes of 
subsection (4) of this section that includes:
 (a) The effect of the use of the photo radar system on traffic safety;
 (b) The degree of public acceptance of the use of the photo radar system; and
 (c) The process of administration of the use of the photo radar system.
 (4) By March 1 of each odd-numbered year, each city that operates a photo 
radar system under this section shall present to the Legislative Assembly the 
process and outcome evaluation conducted by the city under subsection (3) of this 
section. [1995 c.579 §1; 1997 c.280 §1; 1999 c.1071 §1; 2005 c.686 §3; 2007 c.634 
§1; 2010 c.30 §9; 2011 c.545 §66; 2015 c.138 §25]

 810.439 Citations based on photo radar; response to citation. (1) 
Notwithstanding any other provision of law, in the jurisdictions using photo radar:
 (a) A citation for speeding may be issued on the basis of photo radar if the 
following conditions are met:
 (A) The photo radar equipment is operated by a uniformed police officer.
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 (B) The photo radar equipment is operated out of a marked police vehicle.
 (C) An indication of the actual speed of the vehicle is displayed within 150 feet 
of the location of the photo radar unit.
 (D) Signs indicating that speeds are enforced by photo radar are posted, so far 
as is practicable, on all major routes entering the jurisdiction.
 (E) The citation is mailed to the registered owner of the vehicle within six 
business days of the alleged violation.
 (F) The registered owner is given 30 days from the date the citation is mailed to 
respond to the citation.
 (G) The jurisdiction operating photo radar complies with the requirements 
described in ORS 810.438.
 (b) A rebuttable presumption exists that the registered owner of the vehicle was 
the driver of the vehicle when the citation is issued and delivered as provided in this 
section.
 (c) A person issued a citation under this subsection may respond to the 
citation by submitting a certificate of innocence or a certificate of nonliability under 
subsection (3) of this section or may make any other response allowed by law.
 (2) A citation issued on the basis of photo radar may be delivered by mail or 
otherwise to the registered owner of the vehicle or to the driver. The citation may be 
prepared on a digital medium, and the signature may be electronic in accordance 
with the provisions of ORS 84.001 to 84.061.
 (3)(a) A registered owner of a vehicle may respond by mail to a citation issued 
under subsection (1) of this section by submitting a certificate of innocence within 
30 days from the mailing of the citation swearing or affirming that the owner was 
not the driver of the vehicle and by providing a photocopy of the owner’s driver 
license. A jurisdiction that receives a certificate of innocence under this paragraph 
shall dismiss the citation without requiring a court appearance by the registered 
owner or any other information from the registered owner other than the swearing 
or affirmation and the photocopy. The citation may be reissued only once, only to 
the registered owner and only if the jurisdiction verifies that the registered owner 
appears to have been the driver at the time of the violation. A registered owner may 
not submit a certificate of innocence in response to a reissued citation.
 (b) If a business or public agency responds to a citation issued under subsection 
(1) of this section by submitting a certificate of nonliability within 30 days from the 
mailing of the citation stating that at the time of the alleged speeding violation the 
vehicle was in the custody and control of an employee or was in the custody and 
control of a renter or lessee under the terms of a rental agreement or lease, and 
if the business or public agency provides the driver license number, name and 
address of the employee, renter or lessee, the citation shall be dismissed with 
respect to the business or public agency. The citation may then be issued and 
delivered by mail or otherwise to the employee, renter or lessee identified in the 
certificate of nonliability.
 (4) If the person named as the registered owner of a vehicle in the current 
records of the Department of Transportation fails to respond to a citation issued 
under subsection (1) of this section, a default judgment under ORS 153.102 may 
be entered for failure to appear after notice has been given that the judgment will be 
entered.
 (5) The penalties for and all consequences of a speeding violation initiated by 
the use of photo radar are the same as for a speeding violation initiated by any 
other means.
 (6) A registered owner, employee, renter or lessee against whom a judgment 
for failure to appear is entered may move the court to relieve the owner, employee, 
renter or lessee from the judgment as provided in ORS 153.105 if the failure to 
appear was due to mistake, inadvertence, surprise or excusable neglect. [1995 
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c.579 §2; 1997 c.280 §2; 1999 c.1051 §142; 1999 c.1071 §2; 2005 c.22 §516; 2005 
c.686 §4; 2007 c.634 §2]

 810.440 [1983 c.338 §403; 1985 c.16 §213; 1999 c.1051 §290; renumbered 
810.448 in 2013]

 810.441 Photo radar; highway work zones. (1) The Department of 
Transportation may operate photo radar within a highway work zone that is located 
on a state highway. The photo radar unit may be operated only:
 (a) In the area within a highway work zone when highway workers, as defined in 
ORS 811.230, are present. The photo radar unit may not be operated in a location 
more than 100 yards from where highway workers are present and, in the case of 
a divided state highway, the photo radar unit must be located on the same roadway 
where highway workers are present.
 (b) When the configuration of the roadway is temporarily changed, including 
but not limited to temporary changes made to the number of usable lanes, lane 
width, shoulder width or curvature of the roadway. The photo radar unit may not 
be operated in a location more than 100 yards from where the configuration of 
the roadway is temporarily changed and, in the case of a divided state highway, 
the photo radar unit must be located on the same roadway where the highway 
configuration is temporarily changed.
 (2) The department, at its own cost, may ask a jurisdiction authorized to operate 
photo radar under ORS 810.438 (1) or the Oregon State Police to operate a photo 
radar unit in a highway work zone on a state highway.
 (3) A photo radar unit operated under this section may not be used unless a 
sign is posted announcing that photo radar is in use. The sign posted under this 
subsection must be all of the following:
 (a) Located on the state highway on which the photo radar unit is being used.
 (b) Between 100 and 400 yards before the location of the photo radar unit.
 (4) The department shall, once each biennium, conduct a process and outcome 
evaluation for the purposes of subsection (5) of this section that includes:
 (a) The effect of the use of photo radar on traffic safety;
 (b) The degree of public acceptance of the use of photo radar; and
 (c) The process of administration of the use of photo radar.
 (5) The department shall report to the Legislative Assembly by March 1 of each 
odd-numbered year.
 (6) As used in this section, “highway work zone” has the meaning given that 
term in ORS 811.230. [2007 c.634 §4; 2013 c.373 §1]

 810.442 Citations based on photo radar in highway work zones; response 
to citation. (1) Notwithstanding any other provision of law, when a jurisdiction or 
the Oregon State Police uses photo radar in a highway work zone:
 (a) A citation for speeding may be issued on the basis of photo radar if the 
following conditions are met:
 (A) The photo radar unit is operated by a uniformed police officer.
 (B) The photo radar unit is operated out of a marked police vehicle.
 (C) An indication of the actual speed of the vehicle is displayed within 150 feet of 
the location of the photo radar unit.
 (D) The citation is mailed to the registered owner of the vehicle within six 
business days of the alleged violation.
 (E) The registered owner is given 30 days from the date the citation is mailed to 
respond to the citation.
 (F)(i) One or more highway workers, as defined in ORS 811.230, are present 
and the photo radar unit is operated within 100 yards from where highway workers 
are present and located on the same roadway where highway workers are present; 
or
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 (ii) The configuration of the roadway is temporarily changed within the highway 
work zone, including but not limited to temporary changes made to the number of 
usable lanes, lane width, shoulder width or curvature of the roadway, and the photo 
radar unit is operated within 100 yards from where the configuration of the roadway 
is temporarily changed and located on the same roadway where the highway 
configuration is temporarily changed.
 (G) The jurisdiction operating photo radar complies with the requirements 
described in ORS 810.441.
 (b) A rebuttable presumption exists that the registered owner of the vehicle was 
the driver of the vehicle when the citation is issued and delivered as provided in this 
section.
 (c) A person issued a citation under this subsection may respond to the 
citation by submitting a certificate of innocence or a certificate of nonliability under 
subsection (3) of this section or may make any other response allowed by law.
 (2) A citation issued on the basis of photo radar may be delivered by mail or 
otherwise to the registered owner of the vehicle or to the driver. The citation may be 
prepared on a digital medium and the signature may be electronic in accordance 
with the provisions of ORS 84.001 to 84.061.
 (3)(a) A registered owner of a vehicle may respond by mail to a citation issued 
under subsection (1) of this section by submitting, within 30 days from the mailing 
of the citation, a certificate of innocence swearing or affirming that the owner was 
not the driver of the vehicle and by providing a photocopy of the owner’s driver 
license. A jurisdiction that receives a certificate of innocence under this paragraph 
shall dismiss the citation without requiring a court appearance by the registered 
owner or any other information from the registered owner other than the swearing 
or affirmation and the photocopy. The citation may be reissued only once, only to 
the registered owner and only if the jurisdiction verifies that the registered owner 
appears to have been the driver at the time of the violation. A registered owner may 
not submit a certificate of innocence in response to a reissued citation.
 (b) If a business or public agency responds to a citation issued under subsection 
(1) of this section by submitting, within 30 days from the mailing of the citation, a 
certificate of nonliability stating that at the time of the alleged speeding violation 
the vehicle was in the custody and control of an employee, or was in the custody 
and control of a renter or lessee under the terms of a rental agreement or lease, 
and if the business or public agency provides the driver license number, name 
and address of the employee, renter or lessee, the citation shall be dismissed with 
respect to the business or public agency. The citation may then be issued and 
delivered by mail or otherwise to the employee, renter or lessee identified in the 
certificate of nonliability.
 (4) If the person named as the registered owner of a vehicle in the current 
records of the Department of Transportation fails to respond to a citation issued 
under subsection (1) of this section, a default judgment under ORS 153.102 may 
be entered for failure to appear after notice has been given that the judgment will be 
entered.
 (5) The penalties for and all consequences of a speeding violation initiated by 
the use of photo radar are the same as for a speeding violation initiated by any 
other means.
 (6) A registered owner, employee, renter or lessee against whom a judgment 
for failure to appear is entered may move the court to relieve the registered owner, 
employee, renter or lessee from the judgment as provided in ORS 153.105 if the 
failure to appear was due to mistake, inadvertence, surprise or excusable neglect.
 (7) As used in this section, “highway work zone” has the meaning given that 
term in ORS 811.230. [2007 c.634 §5; 2013 c.373 §2]
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(Temporary provisions relating to the use of 
photo radar in the City of Fairview)

 Note: Sections 1, 2 and 3, chapter 697, Oregon Laws 2013, provide:

 Sec. 1. (1) The City of Fairview may, at its own cost, operate a photo radar unit 
in a school zone between 7 a.m. and 5 p.m. on a day when school is in session.
 (2) A photo radar unit operated under this section:
 (a) May not be used on controlled access highways.
 (b) May not be used unless a sign is posted announcing “Traffic Laws Photo 
Enforced.” The sign posted under this paragraph must:
 (A) Be on the street on which the photo radar unit is being operated;
 (B) Be between 100 and 400 yards before the location of the photo radar unit;
 (C) Be at least two feet above ground level; and
 (D) If posted in a school zone not otherwise marked by a flashing light used as a 
traffic control device, indicate that school is in session.
 (c) Must be capable of making a video recording of the conduct.
 (3) The City of Fairview shall, once each biennium, conduct an outcome 
evaluation for the purposes of subsection (4) of this section that includes:
 (a) The effect of the operation of the photo radar unit on traffic safety; and
 (b) The degree of public acceptance of the operation of the photo radar unit.
 (4) By March 1 of each odd-numbered year, the City of Fairview shall present 
to the Legislative Assembly the outcome evaluation conducted by the city under 
subsection (3) of this section in the manner provided in ORS 192.245. [2013 c.697 
§1]

 Sec. 2. (1) Notwithstanding any other provision of law, in the jurisdiction 
operating a photo radar unit under section 1 of this 2013 Act:
 (a) A citation for speeding may be issued under section 1 of this 2013 Act on the 
basis of photo radar if:
 (A) The school zone has a flashing light used as a traffic control device and 
operated under ORS 810.243, and the flashing light indicates that children may be 
arriving at or leaving school;
 (B) A sign that provides drivers with information about the driver’s current rate 
of speed is posted between 100 and 400 yards before each entrance to the school 
zone; and
 (C) A police officer who has reviewed the video recording of the conduct signs 
the citation.
 (b) A rebuttable presumption exists that the registered owner of the vehicle was 
the driver of the vehicle when the citation is issued and delivered as provided in this 
section.
 (c) An individual issued a citation under this subsection may respond to the 
citation by submitting a certificate of innocence under subsection (3)(a) of this 
section or may make any other response allowed by law.
 (d) A business or public agency issued a citation under this subsection may 
respond to the citation by submitting a certificate of nonliability under subsection (3)
(b) of this section or may make any other response allowed by law.
 (2) A citation issued on the basis of photo radar may be delivered by mail or 
otherwise to the registered owner of the vehicle or to the driver. The citation may be 
prepared on a digital medium, and the signature may be electronic in accordance 
with the provisions of ORS 84.001 to 84.061.
 (3)(a) An individual named as the registered owner of a vehicle in current 
records of the Department of Transportation may respond by mail to a citation 
issued under subsection (1) of this section by submitting a certificate of innocence 
within 30 days from the mailing of the citation swearing or affirming that the 
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registered owner was not the driver of the vehicle and by providing a photocopy 
of the registered owner’s driver license. A jurisdiction that receives a certificate of 
innocence under this paragraph shall dismiss the citation without requiring a court 
appearance by the registered owner or any other information from the registered 
owner other than the swearing or affirmation and the photocopy. The citation may 
be reissued only once, only to the registered owner and only if the jurisdiction 
verifies that the registered owner appears to have been the driver at the time of the 
violation. A registered owner may not submit a certificate of innocence in response 
to a reissued citation.
 (b) If a business or public agency named as the registered owner of a vehicle 
in current records of the Department of Transportation responds to a citation 
issued under subsection (1) of this section by submitting a certificate of nonliability 
within 30 days from the mailing of the citation stating that at the time of the alleged 
speeding violation the vehicle was in the custody and control of an employee, or 
was in the custody and control of a renter or lessee under the terms of a rental 
agreement or lease, and if the business or public agency provides the driver license 
number, name and address of the employee, renter or lessee, the citation shall 
be dismissed with respect to the business or public agency. The citation may then 
be issued and delivered by mail or otherwise to the employee, renter or lessee 
identified in the certificate of nonliability.
 (4) If the registered owner, employee, renter or lessee fails to respond to a 
citation issued under subsection (1) of this section, a default judgment under ORS 
153.102 may be entered for failure to appear after notice has been given that the 
judgment will be entered.
 (5) The penalties for and all consequences of a speeding violation initiated by 
the use of photo radar are the same as for a speeding violation initiated by any 
other means.
 (6) A registered owner, employee, renter or lessee against whom a judgment 
for failure to appear is entered may move the court to relieve the registered owner, 
employee, renter or lessee from the judgment as provided in ORS 153.105 if the 
failure to appear was due to mistake, inadvertence, surprise or excusable neglect. 
[2013 c.697 §2]

 Sec. 3. Sections 1 and 2 of this 2013 Act are repealed on January 2, 2022. [2013 
c.697 §3]

 810.443 Photo radar; urban high crash corridors in City of Portland. (1) As 
used in this section, “urban high crash corridor” means a segment of highway that 
has an incidence rate of reported traffic crashes resulting in fatalities or serious 
injuries that is at least 25 percent higher than the rate for highways with the same 
speed limit or designated speed within the jurisdiction on average between January 
1, 2006, and January 1, 2016, and for which the governing body of the city makes a 
finding that speeding has had a negative impact on traffic safety.
 (2) Notwithstanding ORS 810.438, the City of Portland may, at its own cost, 
operate a fixed photo radar system on urban high crash corridors.
 (3) A fixed photo radar unit operated under this section:
 (a) May not be used on controlled access highways.
 (b) May not be used unless a sign is posted announcing “Traffic Laws Photo 
Enforced.” The sign posted under this paragraph must:
 (A) Be on the street on which the fixed photo radar unit is being operated;
 (B) Be between 100 and 400 yards before the location of the fixed photo radar 
unit;
 (C) Be at least two feet above ground level;
 (D) Provide drivers with information about the driver’s current rate of speed; and
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 (E) Conform with specifications for traffic control devices approved by the 
Oregon Transportation Commission under ORS 810.200.
 (c) Must remain in the same location for at least 180 days.
 (4) The City of Portland shall, once each biennium, conduct an outcome 
evaluation for the purposes of subsection (5) of this section that includes:
 (a) The effect of the operation of the fixed photo radar system on traffic safety;
 (b) The degree of public acceptance of the operation of the fixed photo radar 
system; and
 (c) The process of administering the use of the fixed photo radar system.
 (5) By March 1 of each odd-numbered year, the City of Portland shall present 
to the Legislative Assembly the outcome evaluation conducted by the city under 
subsection (4) of this section in the manner provided in ORS 192.245. [2015 c.721 
§1]

 Note: 810.443, 810.444 and 810.445 were enacted into law by the Legislative 
Assembly but were not added to or made a part of the Oregon Vehicle Code or 
any chapter or series therein by legislative action. See Preface to Oregon Revised 
Statutes for further explanation.

 810.444 Citations based on photo radar in urban high crash corridors; 
response to citation. (1) Notwithstanding any other provision of law, in the 
jurisdiction operating a fixed photo radar system under ORS 810.443:
 (a) A citation for speeding may be issued on the basis of fixed photo radar if:
 (A) A sign that provides drivers with information about the driver’s current rate of 
speed is posted between 100 and 400 yards before the location of each fixed photo 
radar unit; and
 (B) A police officer who has reviewed the photographic evidence of the conduct 
signs the citation.
 (b) A rebuttable presumption exists that the registered owner of the vehicle was 
the driver of the vehicle when the citation is issued and delivered as provided in 
subsection (2) of this section.
 (c) An individual issued a citation under this subsection may respond to the 
citation by submitting a certificate of innocence under subsection (3)(a) of this 
section or may make any other response allowed by law.
 (d) A business or public agency issued a citation under this subsection may 
respond to the citation by submitting an affidavit of nonliability under subsection (3)
(b) of this section or may make any other response allowed by law.
 (2) A citation issued on the basis of fixed photo radar may be delivered by mail 
or otherwise to the registered owner of the vehicle or to the driver. The citation 
may be prepared on a digital medium, and the signature may be electronic in 
accordance with the provisions of ORS 84.001 to 84.061.
 (3)(a) An individual named as the registered owner of a vehicle in current 
records of the Department of Transportation may respond by mail to a citation 
issued under subsection (1) of this section by submitting a certificate of innocence 
within 30 days from the mailing of the citation swearing or affirming that the 
registered owner was not the driver of the vehicle and by providing a photocopy 
of the registered owner’s driver license. A jurisdiction that receives a certificate of 
innocence under this paragraph shall dismiss the citation without requiring a court 
appearance by the registered owner or any other information from the registered 
owner other than the swearing or affirmation and the photocopy. The citation may 
be reissued only once, only to the registered owner and only if the jurisdiction 
verifies that the registered owner appears to have been the driver at the time of the 
violation. A registered owner may not submit a certificate of innocence in response 
to a reissued citation.
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 (b) If a business or public agency named as the registered owner of a vehicle 
in current records of the Department of Transportation responds to a citation 
issued under subsection (1) of this section by submitting an affidavit of nonliability 
within 30 days from the mailing of the citation stating that at the time of the alleged 
speeding violation the vehicle was in the custody and control of an employee, or 
was in the custody and control of a renter or lessee under the terms of a rental 
agreement or lease, and if the business or public agency provides the driver license 
number, name and address of the employee, renter or lessee, the citation shall 
be dismissed with respect to the business or public agency. The citation may then 
be issued and delivered by mail or otherwise to the employee, renter or lessee 
identified in the affidavit of nonliability.
 (4) If the registered owner, employee, renter or lessee fails to respond to a 
citation issued under this section, a default judgment under ORS 153.102 may be 
entered for failure to appear after notice has been given that the judgment will be 
entered.
 (5) The penalties for and all consequences of a speeding violation initiated by 
the use of fixed photo radar are the same as for a speeding violation initiated by 
any other means.
 (6) A registered owner, employee, renter or lessee against whom a judgment 
for failure to appear is entered may move the court to relieve the registered owner, 
employee, renter or lessee from the judgment as provided in ORS 153.105 if the 
failure to appear was due to mistake, inadvertence, surprise or excusable neglect. 
[2015 c.721 §2]

 Note: See note under 810.443.

 810.445 Use of citation amounts in City of Portland. Notwithstanding ORS 
153.675, all of the amounts paid to the City of Portland under ORS 153.640 from 
citations issued under ORS 810.444 may be used only for the costs of operating 
and maintaining fixed photo radar units in urban high crash corridors, as defined in 
ORS 810.443, and for improving traffic safety for all modes of transportation. [2015 
c.721 §3]

 Note: See note under 810.443.

(Security for Appearance)

 810.448 Security for appearance of person arrested for traffic crime. A 
police officer may take security for the appearance of a person arrested for a 
traffic crime if it appears to the officer that the arrested person might fail to appear 
in response to a citation. Authority granted by this section is in addition to any 
authority to accept security under ORS 810.450. The authority of an officer to take 
security under this section is subject to all of the following:
 (1) Except as otherwise provided in this section, an officer may only take 
security if there is no accessible magistrate or clerk or deputy clerk authorized by 
the magistrate.
 (2) Except as otherwise provided in this section, an officer may only accept as 
security the following, if the following would be acceptable under ORS 810.300, for 
a security deposit for the offense for which the arrest was made:
 (a) An unexpired automobile membership card described under ORS 810.330; 
or
 (b) An unexpired guaranteed arrest bond certificate described under ORS 
810.320.
 (3) An officer may take security for offenses described in this subsection 
whether or not there is an accessible magistrate or clerk or deputy clerk authorized 
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by the magistrate. This subsection applies to the following offenses for which a jail 
sentence may be imposed:
 (a) Failure to comply with commercial vehicle enforcement requirements under 
ORS 818.400.
 (b) Violation of posted weight limits under ORS 818.040.
 (4) An officer who takes security under this section shall give a receipt for the 
security accepted and shall issue the person a citation to appear before a court 
having jurisdiction of the offense.
 (5) An officer shall promptly cause any security accepted under this section to 
be delivered to the court for disposition as provided under ORS 810.300. [Formerly 
810.440]

 810.450 Security for appearance of person issued citation. A police officer 
who issues a citation for violation of an offense described in this section may accept 
security for the appearance of the person cited. Authority granted by this section is 
in addition to any authority to accept security under ORS 810.448. The authority of 
an officer to take security under this section is subject to all of the following:
 (1) The officer may only accept security under this section for offenses described 
under ORS 810.530, other than the following:
 (a) Violation of manufactured structure trip permit requirements under ORS 
820.570.
 (b) Violation of a provision of ORS chapter 825.
 (c) Failure to comply with commercial vehicle enforcement requirements under 
ORS 818.400.
 (d) Violation of posted weight limits under ORS 818.040.
 (2) An officer shall give a receipt for the security accepted along with the citation 
to appear before a court having jurisdiction of the offense.
 (3) The officer shall promptly cause the security to be delivered to the court for 
disposition as provided under ORS 810.300. [1983 c.338 §404; 1985 c.16 §214]
(Accident Reports)
 810.460 Officer’s accident report; use. (1) A police officer shall submit a report 
to the Department of Transportation whenever the officer does any of the following:
 (a) Investigates a vehicle accident which ORS 811.725 or 822.600 requires to be 
reported.
 (b) Prepares a report of an accident investigated at the time and place of the 
accident or by field interviews with the participants or witnesses.
 (2) A police officer shall submit a report required by this section to the 
department within 10 days of the investigation or preparation of the report.
 (3) Police reports submitted to the department under this section are subject to 
release or use as provided under ORS 802.240. [1983 c.338 §406; 1985 c.16 §216; 
1993 c.224 §4; 1993 c.751 §63; 1997 c.678 §12]

 810.470 [1983 c.338 §407; 1993 c.224 §5; 1993 c.751 §64; 1997 c.678 §13; 
repealed by 2005 c.195 §3]

(Stops and Inspections)

 810.480 Inspections involving vehicle dealers and dismantlers. (1) A police 
officer, during normal business hours, may inspect the records a vehicle dealer 
is required to keep under ORS 822.045 and vehicles included in the inventory or 
located on the premises of a dealer issued a certificate under ORS 822.020. The 
inspections shall be limited in scope to that necessary to determine compliance 
with the regulation of dealers under the vehicle code and with vehicle title and 
registration provisions under the vehicle code and for the purposes of identifying 
stolen vehicles.
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 (2) A police officer, at any time, may inspect the books, records and inventory 
of and premises used by any business issued a certificate under ORS 822.110 
for the purpose of determining whether the provisions relating to the regulation 
of dismantlers, rules adopted by the Department of Transportation relating to the 
regulation of dismantlers and laws relating to licensing, titling and wrecking of 
vehicles are being complied with. Every business issued a certificate under ORS 
822.110 shall be inspected not less than two times each year. [1983 c.338 §408; 
2005 c.654 §38]

 810.490 Weighing and measuring vehicles; citation; reduction of load. (1) 
Any police officer may stop, measure and weigh any vehicle or combination of 
vehicles by means of either portable or stationary measures and scales, and having 
reason to believe that any vehicle or combination of vehicles, including any load 
thereon, is unlawful, or having reason to believe that the combined weight or loaded 
weight of the vehicle exceeds the registration weight for the vehicle, may require 
that such vehicle or combination of vehicles be driven to the nearest public or 
certified scales, in the event such scales are within five miles. When it is necessary 
for the vehicle or combination of vehicles to reverse direction in order to proceed to 
the scales, the police officer shall assist the driver of the vehicle or combination of 
vehicles so that the turning movement can be made in safety.
 (2) If the police officer finds that the vehicle or combination of vehicles, including 
any load thereon, is of any dimension or has any weight not authorized by ORS 
818.010, 818.020, 818.040, 818.060, 818.080, 818.090, 818.110 and 818.130 or 
not authorized by the terms of any permit issued under ORS 818.200, the police 
officer shall require the driver to move the vehicle or combination of vehicles to a 
suitable place and remain standing while a Uniform Traffic Citation and Complaint 
is being issued and until such portion of the load is removed as may be necessary 
to reduce any dimension and any weight to the limits authorized by the statute or 
permit. All material or goods removed from the load shall be removed and cared for 
by the driver, chauffeur or owner of the vehicle or combination of vehicles at the risk 
of the driver, chauffeur or owner of the vehicle.
 (3) The police officer may, within the discretion of the officer, permit the driver 
to proceed without removing the excess dimensions, or weights if the amount of 
excess weight does not exceed the following:

____________________________________
Individual wheel     500 pounds
Axle   1,000 pounds
Tandem axles  2,000 pounds
Group of axles  3,000 pounds
Vehicle or combination
    of vehicles   4,000 pounds

____________________________________
 (4) Discretionary action by the police officer under this section does not relieve 
the driver or chauffeur and owner of the vehicle or combination of vehicles of any 
criminal or other liability or responsibility.
 (5) Failure to comply with a police officer’s directions under this section is 
subject to penalty under ORS 818.400. [1983 c.338 §409; 1985 c.16 §217; 1989 
c.723 §17; 1991 c.284 §24; 1999 c.352 §3; 2007 c.50 §4]

 810.500 Stopping and testing vehicles for equipment violations. (1) A police 
officer may require the driver of a vehicle or combination of vehicles to stop the 
vehicle or combination and submit to tests by the officer as may be appropriate to 
determine if the vehicle or combination:
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 (a) Is being driven or moved on any street or highway without having equipment 
required by the vehicle code or without the equipment in proper condition and 
adjustment as required by the vehicle code; or
 (b) Is in such unsafe condition as to endanger any person.
 (2) A police officer must have reasonable cause to require that a vehicle or 
combination be stopped and submitted to tests under this section. [1983 c.338 
§410]

 810.510 State police inspection for mechanical condition and equipment. 
(1) A state police officer may require a person driving a vehicle or combination of 
vehicles on a street or highway to stop and submit the vehicle or combination to 
an inspection of the mechanical condition and equipment thereof at any location 
where members of the Oregon State Police are conducting tests and inspections of 
vehicles and when signs are displayed requiring such stop.
 (2) If a vehicle inspected under this section is found to be in violation of any 
provision of the vehicle code, the police officer may issue a vehicle repair warning 
described under ORS 810.520 to the driver. The officer may, in lieu of the issuance 
of the vehicle repair warning or in combination therewith, issue a citation or written 
warning for the violation. [1983 c.338 §411; 1985 c.16 §218]

 810.520 Vehicle repair warning. (1) A vehicle repair warning issued under ORS 
810.510 shall:
 (a) Be in writing;
 (b) Require that the vehicle be placed in a safe condition and its equipment in 
proper repair and adjustment;
 (c) Specify the particulars with reference to condition, equipment, repair or 
adjustments required; and
 (d) Require that approval of the repair or adjustment be obtained within 15 days.
 (2) Approval required by this section may be obtained by presenting satisfactory 
proof to any office of the Oregon State Police that the defect has been corrected.
 (3) If an owner or driver is issued a vehicle repair warning described in this 
section, the vehicle described in the warning:
 (a) Shall be brought into compliance with the warning and within 15 days the 
owner or driver must secure approval of the compliance; or
 (b) Shall not be operated upon the highways of this state.
 (4) This section is not intended to preclude the issuance of citations for 
equipment violations if repair or adjustment required by a vehicle repair warning is 
not perfected within 15 days.
 (5) In lieu of compliance with this section the vehicle shall not be operated on 
the highways of this state. [1983 c.338 §412; 1985 c.16 §219]

OTHER ENFORCEMENT OFFICIALS

 810.530 Authority of weighmasters and motor carrier enforcement officers. 
(1) A weighmaster or motor carrier enforcement officer in whose presence an 
offense described in this subsection is committed may arrest or issue a citation for 
the offense in the same manner as under ORS 810.410 as if the weighmaster or 
motor carrier enforcement officer were a police officer. This subsection applies to 
the following offenses:
 (a) Violation of maximum weight limits under ORS 818.020.
 (b) Violation of posted weight limits under ORS 818.040.
 (c) Violation of administratively imposed weight or size limits under ORS 
818.060.
 (d) Violation of maximum size limits under ORS 818.090.
 (e) Exceeding maximum number of vehicles in combination under ORS 818.110.
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 (f) Violation of posted limits on use of road under ORS 818.130.
 (g) Violation of towing safety requirements under ORS 818.160.
 (h) Operating with sifting or leaking load under ORS 818.300.
 (i) Dragging objects on highway under ORS 818.320.
 (j) Unlawful use of devices without wheels under ORS 815.155.
 (k) Unlawful use of metal objects on tires under ORS 815.160.
 (L) Operation without pneumatic tires under ORS 815.170.
 (m) Operation in violation of vehicle variance permit under ORS 818.340.
 (n) Failure to carry and display permit under ORS 818.350.
 (o) Failure to comply with commercial vehicle enforcement requirements under 
ORS 818.400.
 (p) Violation of any provision of ORS chapter 825.
 (q) Operation without proper fenders or mudguards under ORS 815.185.
 (r) Operating a vehicle without driving privileges in violation of ORS 807.010 if 
the person is operating a commercial motor vehicle and the person does not have 
commercial driving privileges.
 (s) Violation driving while suspended or revoked in violation of ORS 811.175 if 
the person is operating a commercial motor vehicle while the person’s commercial 
driving privileges are suspended or revoked.
 (t) Failure to use vehicle traction tires or chains in violation of ORS 815.140 if the 
person is operating a motor vehicle subject to ORS chapter 825 or 826.
 (u) Failure to carry vehicle traction tires or chains in violation of ORS 815.142 if 
the person is operating a motor vehicle subject to ORS chapter 825 or 826.
 (v) Illegally altering or displaying registration plate in violation of ORS 803.550.
 (2) A weighmaster or motor carrier enforcement officer in whose presence 
an offense described in this subsection is committed by a person operating a 
commercial motor vehicle may issue a citation for the offense. A weighmaster or 
motor carrier enforcement officer who finds evidence that an offense described in 
this subsection has been committed by a person operating a commercial motor 
vehicle or by a motor carrier for which the person is acting as an agent may issue a 
citation for the offense. A weighmaster or motor carrier enforcement officer issuing 
a citation under this subsection has the authority granted a police officer issuing a 
citation under ORS 810.410. A citation issued under this subsection to the operator 
of a commercial motor vehicle shall be considered to have been issued to the motor 
carrier that owns the commercial motor vehicle if the operator is not the owner. 
This subsection applies to the following offenses, all of which are Class A traffic 
violations under ORS 825.990 (1):
 (a) Repeatedly violating or avoiding any order or rule of the Department of 
Transportation.
 (b) Repeatedly refusing or repeatedly failing, after being requested to do so, to 
furnish service authorized by certificate.
 (c) Refusing or failing to file the annual report as required by ORS 825.320.
 (d) Refusing or failing to maintain records required by the department or to 
produce such records for examination as required by the department.
 (e) Failing to appear for a hearing after notice that the carrier’s certificate or 
permit is under investigation.
 (f) Filing with the department an application that is false with regard to the 
ownership, possession or control of the equipment being used or the operation 
being conducted.
 (g) Delinquency in reporting or paying any fee, tax or penalty due to the 
department under ORS chapter 825 or 826.
 (h) Refusing or failing to file a deposit or bond as required under ORS 825.506.
 (i) Failing to comply with the applicable requirements for attendance at a motor 
carrier education program as required by ORS 825.402.
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 (3) A weighmaster or motor carrier enforcement officer who finds evidence that a 
person operating a commercial motor vehicle has committed the offense of failure to 
pay the appropriate registration fee under ORS 803.315 may issue a citation for the 
offense in the same manner as under ORS 810.410 as if the weighmaster or motor 
carrier enforcement officer were a police officer.
 (4) The authority of a weighmaster or motor carrier enforcement officer to issue 
citations or arrest under this section is subject to ORS chapter 153.
 (5)(a) A person is a weighmaster for purposes of this section if the person is a 
county weighmaster or a police officer.
 (b) A person is a motor carrier enforcement officer under this section if the 
person is duly authorized as a motor carrier enforcement officer by the Department 
of Transportation.
 (6) A weighmaster or motor carrier enforcement officer may accept security in 
the same manner as a police officer under ORS 810.440 and 810.450 and may 
take as security for the offenses, in addition to other security permitted under this 
section, the sum fixed as the presumptive fine for the offense.
 (7) A weighmaster or motor carrier enforcement officer may arrest a person for 
the offense of failure to appear in a violation proceeding under ORS 153.992 if the 
violation is based upon a citation for any offense described in subsection (1) or (3) 
of this section except those described in subsection (1)(p) of this section.
 (8) A weighmaster or motor carrier enforcement officer may exercise the same 
authority as a police officer under ORS 810.490 to enforce vehicle requirements 
and detain vehicles. A person who fails to comply with the authority of a 
weighmaster or motor carrier enforcement officer under this subsection is subject 
to penalty under ORS 818.400. [1983 c.338 §414; 1985 c.16 §220; 1991 c.263 
§1; 1993 c.741 §99; 1999 c.1051 §291; 2001 c.335 §7; 2001 c.520 §2; 2003 c.655 
§119a; 2009 c.482 §4; 2011 c.597 §146; 2013 c.237 §25; 2017 c.45 §1; 2021 c.630 
§96]

 810.540 Enforcement of snowmobile and all-terrain vehicles violations 
by persons other than police officers. Game wardens and all other state law 
enforcement officers within their respective jurisdictions shall enforce the provisions 
relating to snowmobiles and all-terrain vehicles under ORS 821.190, 821.210, 
821.220 and 821.240 to 821.290. The authority granted by this section to enforce 
laws relating to snowmobiles and all-terrain vehicles is in addition to any authority 
of police officers to enforce such laws. [1983 c.338 §415; 1987 c.217 §7; 1987 c.587 
§23; 1989 c.991 §5a; 2007 c.71 §245]

 810.550 Authority of railroad officers to move illegally parked vehicles. 
When a regularly employed officer of a railroad commissioned to act as a police 
officer by the Governor under ORS 131.880 finds a vehicle parked or standing upon 
any railroad track or within seven and one-half feet of the nearest rail in violation of 
ORS 811.555, the person may move the vehicle, cause it to be moved or require the 
driver or person in charge of the vehicle to move it to a position more than seven 
and one-half feet from the nearest rail. [1983 c.338 §416]

 810.560 Certification and training of commercial vehicle inspectors. Before 
an enforcement official may conduct inspections of commercial vehicles, drivers or 
cargoes for purposes of enforcing rules adopted under ORS 825.252 and 825.258, 
the official shall be trained and certified as a commercial vehicle inspector by the 
Department of Transportation. [1995 c.574 §3]
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Chapter 811

2021 EDITION

Rules of the Road for Drivers

DUTIES TO PEDESTRIANS AND BICYCLES
811.005 Duty to exercise due care
811.015 Failure to obey traffic patrol member; penalty
811.017 Failure to yield to traffic patrol member; penalty
811.020 Passing stopped vehicle at crosswalk; penalty
811.025 Failure to yield to pedestrian on sidewalk; penalty
811.028 Failure to stop and remain stopped for pedestrian; penalty
811.030 Driving through safety zone; penalty
811.035 Failure to stop and remain stopped for pedestrian who has limited vision or 

is blind; penalty
811.050 Failure to yield to rider on bicycle lane; penalty
811.055 Failure to yield to bicyclist on sidewalk; penalty
811.059 Milkman Mike Act
811.060 Vehicular assault; penalty
811.065 Unsafe passing of person operating bicycle; penalty

SPEED

(Basic Rule)

811.100 Violation of basic speed rule; penalty
811.105 Speeds that are evidence of basic rule violation
811.108 Relationship between speed limits and basic rule

(Maximum Speeds)

811.109 Penalties for speed violations
811.111 Violating a speed limit; penalty
811.124 Meaning of “children are present” in ORS 811.111

(Racing)

811.125 Speed racing on highway; penalty
811.127 Organizing a speed racing event; penalty

(Impeding Traffic)

811.130 Impeding traffic; penalty

CARELESS AND RECKLESS DRIVING
811.135 Careless driving; penalty
811.140 Reckless driving; penalty

SPECIAL SAFETY MEASURES
811.145 Failure to yield to emergency vehicle or ambulance; penalty
811.147 Failure to maintain safe distance from motor vehicle; penalty
811.150 Interference with emergency vehicle or ambulance; exemptions; penalty
811.155 Failure to stop for bus safety lights; exemptions; penalty
811.157 Report by driver of violation of ORS 811.155; contents
811.159 Law enforcement agency response to report of violation of ORS 811.155
811.160 Interference with rail fixed guideway public transportation system 

operation; penalty
811.165 Failure to stop for passenger loading of public transit vehicle; penalty



RULES OF THE ROAD FOR DRIVERS

OREGON VEHICLE CODE (2021 Edition)Page 222

811.167 Failure to yield right of way to transit bus; rules; penalty

OPEN CONTAINER VIOLATIONS
811.170 Violation of open container law; penalty

DISPOSING OF HUMAN WASTE
811.172 Improperly disposing of human waste; penalty

DRIVING WHILE SUSPENDED OR REVOKED
811.175 Violation driving while suspended or revoked; penalties
811.180 Affirmative defenses
811.182 Criminal driving while suspended or revoked; penalties

DRIVER OFFENSES INVOLVING PASSENGERS
811.190 Operation with obstructing passenger; penalty
811.193 Smoking, aerosolizing or vaporizing in motor vehicle when child is present; 

penalty
811.195 Having passenger in trailer; penalty
811.200 Carrying dog on external part of vehicle; penalty
811.205 Carrying minor on external part of vehicle; penalty
811.207 Legislative findings regarding restraint of children in motor vehicles
811.210 Failure to properly use safety belts; penalty
811.215 Exemptions from safety belt requirements
811.220 Certificates of exemption from safety belt requirement
811.225 Failure to maintain safety belts in working order; penalty

HIGHWAY WORK ZONES
811.230 Definitions; fine; notice
811.231 Reckless endangerment of highway workers; penalties
811.232 Refusing to obey flagger; penalty
811.233 Failure to yield right of way to highway worker; penalty

SCHOOL ZONE PENALTIES
811.235 Fine for traffic offenses in school zones

GENERAL DRIVING RULES

(Generally)

811.250 Law applicable to vehicles registered out of state
811.255 Permitting unlawful operation of vehicle; penalty

(Traffic Control Devices)

811.260 Appropriate driver responses to traffic control devices
811.265 Driver failure to obey traffic control device; penalty
811.270 Failure to obey one-way designation; penalty

(Right of Way)

811.275 Failure to yield right of way at uncontrolled intersection; penalty
811.277 Failure to yield right of way at uncontrolled T intersection; penalty
811.280 Failure of driver entering roadway to yield right of way; penalty
811.285 Failure of merging driver to yield right of way; penalty
811.290 Obstructing cross traffic; penalty
811.292 Failure to yield right of way within roundabout; exception; penalty
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(Driving on the Right)

811.295 Failure to drive on right; exceptions; penalty
811.300 Failure to drive on right of approaching vehicle; exceptions; penalty
811.305 Driving on left on curve or grade or at intersection or rail crossing; 

exceptions; penalty
811.310 Crossing center line on two-way, four-lane road; exceptions; penalty
811.315 Failure of slow driver to drive on right; exceptions; penalty
811.320 Failure to drive to right on divided highway; exceptions; penalty
811.325 Failure to keep camper, trailer or truck in right lane; exceptions; penalty
811.330 Driving wrong way around traffic island; penalty

(Turning)

811.335 Unlawful or unsignaled turn; penalty
811.340 Improperly executed left turn; penalty
811.345 Failure to use special left turn lane; penalty
811.346 Misuse of special left turn lane; penalty
811.350 Dangerous left turn; penalty
811.355 Improperly executed right turn; penalty
811.360 Vehicle turns permitted at stop light; proceeding against traffic control 

device; improperly proceeding at stop light; penalty
811.365 Illegal U-turn; penalty

(Lane Use)

811.370 Failure to drive within lane; exception; penalty
811.375 Unlawful or unsignaled change of lane; penalty
811.380 Improper use of center lane on three-lane road; penalty
811.385 Depriving motorcycle or moped of full lane; penalty

(Signaling)

811.390 Unlawful use of lights to signal for passing; penalty
811.395 Appropriate signals for stopping, turning, changing lanes and decelerating
811.400 Failure to use appropriate signal for turn, lane change, stop or exit from 

roundabout; penalty
811.405 Failure to signal with lights; exceptions; penalty

(Passing)

811.410 Unsafe passing on left; penalty
811.415 Unsafe passing on right; penalty
811.420 Passing in no passing zone; exceptions; penalty
811.425 Failure of slower driver to yield to overtaking vehicle; penalty

(Prohibited Places)

811.430 Driving on highway divider; exceptions; penalty
811.435 Operation of motor vehicle on bicycle trail; exemptions; penalty
811.440 When motor vehicles may operate on bicycle lane
811.445 Use of throughway when prohibited; penalty
811.450 Violation of posted truck routes; defense; penalty

(Rail Crossings)

811.455 Failure to stop for railroad signal; penalty
811.460 Failure to follow rail crossing procedures for high-risk vehicles; application; 

penalty
811.462 Failure of operator of commercial motor vehicle to slow down and check 

tracks; penalty
811.465 Exemptions from high-risk vehicle rail crossing procedures
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811.470 Improper movement of heavy equipment across rail crossing; application; 
penalty

811.475 Obstructing rail crossing; penalty

(Miscellaneous)

811.480 Illegal backing; penalty
811.482 Use of marijuana in motor vehicle; penalty
811.483 Safety corridors; penalty

(Temporary provisions relating to safety corridor pilot program are compiled as 
notes following ORS 811.483)

811.485 Following too closely; penalty
811.490 Improper opening or leaving open of vehicle door; penalty
811.492 Engine braking; penalty; exception
811.495 Unlawful coasting on downgrade; exception; penalty
811.500 Unlawful stop or deceleration; penalty
811.505 Failure to stop when emerging from alley, driveway or building; penalty
811.507 Operating motor vehicle while using mobile electronic device; exceptions; 

penalty
811.508 Distracted driving avoidance course; rules
811.510 Dangerous operation around livestock; penalty
811.512 Unlawfully operating low-speed vehicle on highway; penalty
811.513 Unlawfully operating medium-speed electric vehicle on highway; penalty
811.514 Unlawfully operating racing activity vehicle on highway; penalty

USE OF LIGHTS AND WARNINGS

(Lights)

811.515 When lights must be displayed; kind of light; number; direction; use on 
certain vehicles

811.520 Unlawful use or failure to use lights; penalty
811.525 Exemptions from requirements for use of lights
811.526 Safety campaign for use of headlights

(Flares)

811.530 Failure to post warnings for disabled vehicle; application; penalty

OBEYING POLICE
811.535 Failing to obey police officer; penalty
811.540 Fleeing or attempting to elude police officer; penalty

PARKING, STOPPING AND STANDING

(Generally)

811.550 Places where stopping, standing and parking prohibited
811.555 Illegal stopping, standing or parking; affirmative defense; penalty
811.560 Exemptions from prohibitions on stopping, standing or parking
811.565 Dangerous movement of stopped, standing or parked vehicle; penalty
811.570 Improperly positioning parallel parked vehicle; exception; affirmative 

defense; penalty
811.575 Violation of posted parking restrictions on state highways; affirmative 

defense; penalty
811.580 Parking vehicle on state highway for vending purposes; penalty
811.585 Failure to secure motor vehicle; affirmative defense; penalty
811.587 Unlawful parking in space reserved for alternative fuel vehicle refueling; 

penalty
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(Winter Recreation Parking Areas)

811.590 Unlawful parking in winter recreation parking area; exemptions; penalty
811.595 Winter recreation parking permit; rules; fees
811.600 Fees for winter recreation parking permits

(Parking for Persons with Disabilities)

811.602 Disabled person parking permit; content; rules
811.603 Parking identification card without photograph; issuance; rules
811.604 Application for disabled person parking permit
811.605 Contents of individual placard or decal
811.606 Parking permit for person with temporary disability
811.607 Program placards; rules
811.609 Family placards
811.611 Foreign visitor placard
811.612 Maintenance of privileges after relocation
811.613 Wheelchair User placard; rules
811.615 Unlawful parking in space reserved for persons with disabilities; 

exceptions; penalty
811.616 Oregon Wounded Warrior placard; rules
811.617 Blocking parking space reserved for persons with disabilities; penalty
811.620 Removal of vehicle illegally parked in space reserved for persons with 

disabilities
811.625 Unlawful use of disabled person parking permit; penalty
811.627 Use of invalid disabled person parking permit; penalty
811.628 Invalidation of disabled person parking permit
811.630 Misuse of program placard; penalty
811.632 Appointment of volunteers to issue citations
811.635 Privileges granted by disabled person parking permit other than program 

placard
811.637 Privileges granted by program placards

ACCIDENTS

(Duties)

811.700 Failure to perform duties of driver when property is damaged; penalty
811.705 Failure to perform duties of driver to injured persons; penalty
811.706 Money damages resulting from violation of ORS 811.700 or 811.705
811.707 Crime classification for violation of ORS 811.705
811.710 Failure to perform duties of driver when animal is injured; penalty
811.715 Failure to perform duties of witness to accident; penalty
811.717 Failure to remove motor vehicle from roadway; penalty

(Reports)
811.720 When accident must be reported to Department of Transportation
811.725 Driver failure to report accident to Department of Transportation; penalty
811.730 Owner failure to report accident to Department of Transportation; penalty
811.735 Failure of vehicle occupant to make accident report to Department of 

Transportation; penalty
811.740 False accident report; penalty
811.745 When accident must be reported to police officer or law enforcement 

agency
811.747 Definitions for ORS 811.748 and 811.750
811.748 Driver failure to report accident to police officer or law enforcement 

agency; penalty
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811.750 Failure of vehicle occupant to make accident report to police officer or law 
enforcement agency; penalty

FUNERAL PROCESSIONS
811.800 Operation of funeral vehicles with improper lights; penalty
811.802 Failure to yield right of way to funeral procession; penalty
811.804 Intersection rules for funeral processions
811.806 Exceeding maximum speed for funeral procession; penalty
811.808 Exemption from speed limits for funeral escort vehicle
811.810 Disrupting funeral procession; penalty
811.812 Free passage for funeral procession vehicles
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DUTIES TO PEDESTRIANS AND BICYCLES

 811.005 Duty to exercise due care. None of the provisions of the vehicle code 
relieve a pedestrian from the duty to exercise due care or relieve a driver from the 
duty to exercise due care concerning pedestrians. [1983 c.338 §543]

 811.010 [1983 c.338 §544; 1985 c.16 §279; 2003 c.278 §1; repealed by 2005 
c.746 §4]

 811.015 Failure to obey traffic patrol member; penalty. (1) The driver of a 
vehicle commits the offense of failure to obey a traffic patrol member if:
 (a) A traffic patrol member makes a cautionary sign or signal to indicate that 
students have entered or are about to enter the crosswalk under the traffic patrol 
member’s direction; and
 (b) The driver does not stop and remain stopped for students who are in or 
entering the crosswalk from either direction on the street on which the driver is 
operating.
 (2) Traffic patrol members described in this section are those provided under 
ORS 339.650 to 339.665.
 (3) The offense described in this section, failure to obey a traffic patrol member, 
is a Class A traffic violation. [1983 c.338 §545; 1995 c.383 §12; 2003 c.278 §2]

 811.017 Failure to yield to traffic patrol member; penalty. (1) The driver of a 
vehicle commits the offense of failure to yield to a traffic patrol member if the driver 
fails to stop and yield the right of way to a traffic patrol member who:
 (a) Has entered a crosswalk for the purpose of directing students who have 
entered or are about to enter the crosswalk; and
 (b) Is carrying a flag or wearing something that identifies the person as a traffic 
patrol member.
 (2) For purposes of this section, “traffic patrol” has the meaning given that term 
in ORS 339.650.
 (3) The offense described in this section, failure to yield to a traffic patrol 
member, is a Class A traffic violation. [2003 c.557 §2]

 811.020 Passing stopped vehicle at crosswalk; penalty. (1) The driver of 
a vehicle commits the offense of passing a stopped vehicle at a crosswalk if the 
driver:
 (a) Approaches from the rear another vehicle that is stopped at a marked or an 
unmarked crosswalk at an intersection to permit a pedestrian to cross the roadway; 
and
 (b) Overtakes and passes the stopped vehicle.
 (2) The offense described in this section, passing a stopped vehicle at a 
crosswalk, is a Class B traffic violation. [1983 c.338 §546]

 811.025 Failure to yield to pedestrian on sidewalk; penalty. (1) The driver of 
a vehicle commits the offense of failure to yield to a pedestrian on a sidewalk if the 
driver does not yield the right of way to any pedestrian on a sidewalk.
 (2) The offense described in this section, failure to yield to a pedestrian on a 
sidewalk, is a Class B traffic violation. [1983 c.338 §547; 1995 c.383 §42]

 811.028 Failure to stop and remain stopped for pedestrian; penalty. (1) The 
driver of a vehicle commits the offense of failure to stop and remain stopped for a 
pedestrian if the driver does not stop and remain stopped for a pedestrian when the 
pedestrian is:
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 (a) Proceeding in accordance with a traffic control device as provided under 
ORS 814.010 or crossing the roadway in a crosswalk; and
 (b) In any of the following locations:
 (A) In the lane in which the driver’s vehicle is traveling;
 (B) In a lane adjacent to the lane in which the driver’s vehicle is traveling;
 (C) In the lane into which the driver’s vehicle is turning;
 (D) In a lane adjacent to the lane into which the driver’s vehicle is turning, if the 
driver is making a turn at an intersection that does not have a traffic control device 
under which a pedestrian may proceed as provided under ORS 814.010; or
 (E) Less than six feet from the lane into which the driver’s vehicle is turning, if 
the driver is making a turn at an intersection that has a traffic control device under 
which a pedestrian may proceed as provided under ORS 814.010.
 (2) For the purpose of this section, a bicycle lane or the part of a roadway where 
a vehicle stops, stands or parks that is adjacent to a lane of travel is considered to 
be part of that adjacent lane of travel.
 (3) This section does not require a driver to stop and remain stopped for a 
pedestrian under any of the following circumstances:
 (a) Upon a roadway with a safety island, if the driver is proceeding along the half 
of the roadway on the far side of the safety island from the pedestrian; or
 (b) Where a pedestrian tunnel or overhead crossing has been provided at or 
near a crosswalk.
 (4) For the purposes of this section, a pedestrian is crossing the roadway in a 
crosswalk when any part or extension of the pedestrian, including but not limited to 
any part of the pedestrian’s body, wheelchair, cane, crutch or bicycle, moves onto 
the roadway in a crosswalk with the intent to proceed.
 (5) The offense described in this section, failure to stop and remain stopped for a 
pedestrian, is a Class B traffic violation. [2005 c.746 §2; 2011 c.507 §1]

 Note: 811.028 was added to and made a part of the Oregon Vehicle Code by 
legislative action but was not added to ORS chapter 811 or any series therein. See 
Preface to Oregon Revised Statutes for further explanation.

 811.030 Driving through safety zone; penalty. (1) The driver of a vehicle 
commits the offense of driving through a safety zone if the driver at any time drives 
through or within any area or space officially set apart within a roadway for the 
exclusive use of pedestrians and which is protected or is so marked or indicated by 
adequate signs as to be plainly visible at all times while set apart as a safety zone.
 (2) The offense described in this section, driving through a safety zone, is a 
Class B traffic violation. [1983 c.338 §548; 1995 c.383 §43]

 811.035 Failure to stop and remain stopped for pedestrian who has limited 
vision or is blind; penalty. (1) The driver of a vehicle commits the offense of failure 
to stop and remain stopped for a pedestrian who has limited vision or a pedestrian 
who is blind if the driver violates any of the following:
 (a) A driver approaching a pedestrian who has limited vision or a pedestrian 
who is blind or deaf-blind, who is carrying a white cane or accompanied by a dog 
guide, and who is crossing or about to cross a roadway, shall stop and remain 
stopped until the pedestrian has crossed the roadway.
 (b) Where the movement of vehicular traffic is regulated by traffic control devices, 
a driver approaching a pedestrian who has limited vision or a pedestrian who is 
blind or deaf-blind shall stop and remain stopped until the pedestrian has vacated 
the roadway if the pedestrian has entered the roadway and is carrying a white cane 
or is accompanied by a dog guide. This paragraph applies notwithstanding any 
other provisions of the vehicle code relating to traffic control devices.
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 (2) This section is subject to the provisions and definitions relating to the rights 
of pedestrians who have limited vision or pedestrians who are blind or deaf-blind 
under ORS 814.110.
 (3) For the purposes of this section, a pedestrian is crossing the roadway when 
any part or extension of the pedestrian, including but not limited to any part of the 
pedestrian’s body, wheelchair, cane, crutch, bicycle or leashed animal, moves onto 
the roadway with the intent to proceed.
 (4) The offense described in this section, failure to stop and remain stopped for 
a pedestrian who has limited vision or a pedestrian who is blind, is a Class B traffic 
violation. [1983 c.338 §549; 1985 c.16 §280; 2003 c.278 §3; 2007 c.70 §329; 2011 
c.507 §2; 2017 c.175 §3]

 811.040 [1983 c.338 §550; 1985 c.16 §281; 2003 c.278 §4; repealed by 2005 
c.746 §4]

 811.045 [1983 c.338 §551; 2003 c.278 §5; repealed by 2005 c.746 §4]

 811.050 Failure to yield to rider on bicycle lane; penalty. (1) A person 
commits the offense of failure of a motor vehicle operator to yield to a rider on a 
bicycle lane if the person is operating a motor vehicle and the person does not yield 
the right of way to a person operating a bicycle, electric assisted bicycle, electric 
personal assistive mobility device, moped, motor assisted scooter or motorized 
wheelchair upon a bicycle lane.
 (2) This section does not require a person operating a moped to yield the right 
of way to a bicycle or a motor assisted scooter if the moped is operated on a bicycle 
lane in the manner permitted under ORS 811.440.
 (3) The offense described in this section, failure of a motor vehicle operator to 
yield to a rider on a bicycle lane, is a Class B traffic violation. [1983 c.338 §698; 
1985 c.16 §336; 1991 c.417 §4; 1997 c.400 §8; 2001 c.749 §23; 2003 c.341 §7]

 811.055 Failure to yield to bicyclist on sidewalk; penalty. (1) The driver of a 
motor vehicle commits the offense of failure to yield the right of way to a bicyclist on 
a sidewalk if the driver does not yield the right of way to any bicyclist on a sidewalk.
 (2) The driver of a motor vehicle is not in violation of this section when a bicyclist 
is operating in violation of ORS 814.410. Nothing in this subsection relieves the 
driver of a motor vehicle from the duty to exercise due care.
 (3) The offense described in this section, failure to yield the right of way to a 
bicyclist on a sidewalk, is a Class B traffic violation. [1983 c.338 §702; 1985 c.16 
§340; 1995 c.383 §44]

 811.059 Milkman Mike Act. ORS 811.060 shall be known and may be cited as 
the Milkman Mike Act. [2017 c.388 §3]

 Note: 811.059 was enacted into law by the Legislative Assembly but was not 
added to or made a part of ORS chapter 811 or any series therein by legislative 
action. See Preface to Oregon Revised Statutes for further explanation.

 811.060 Vehicular assault; penalty. (1) For the purposes of this section, 
“recklessly” has the meaning given that term in ORS 161.085.
 (2) A person commits the offense of vehicular assault if:
 (a) The person recklessly operates a vehicle upon a highway in a manner that 
results in contact between the person’s vehicle and:
 (A) A bicycle operated by a person;
 (B) A person operating a bicycle;
 (C) A motorcycle operated by a person;
 (D) A person operating a motorcycle;
 (E) A passenger on a motorcycle; or
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 (F) A pedestrian; and
 (b) The contact causes physical injury to the person operating a bicycle, the 
person operating a motorcycle, the passenger on a motorcycle or the pedestrian.
 (3) The offense described in this section, vehicular assault, is a Class A 
misdemeanor. [2001 c.635 §5; 2017 c.388 §1]

 811.065 Unsafe passing of person operating bicycle; penalty. (1) A driver 
of a motor vehicle commits the offense of unsafe passing of a person operating a 
bicycle if the driver violates any of the following requirements:
 (a) The driver of a motor vehicle may only pass a person operating a bicycle by 
driving to the left of the bicycle at a safe distance and returning to the lane of travel 
once the motor vehicle is safely clear of the overtaken bicycle. For the purposes 
of this paragraph, a “safe distance” means a distance that is sufficient to prevent 
contact with the person operating the bicycle if the person were to fall into the 
driver’s lane of traffic. This paragraph does not apply to a driver operating a motor 
vehicle:
 (A) In a lane that is separate from and adjacent to a designated bicycle lane;
 (B) At a speed not greater than 35 miles per hour; or
 (C) When the driver is passing a person operating a bicycle on the person’s right 
side and the person operating the bicycle is turning left.
 (b) The driver of a motor vehicle may drive to the left of the center of a roadway 
to pass a person operating a bicycle proceeding in the same direction only if the 
roadway to the left of the center is unobstructed for a sufficient distance to permit 
the driver to pass the person operating the bicycle safely and avoid interference 
with oncoming traffic. This paragraph does not authorize driving on the left side of 
the center of a roadway when prohibited under ORS 811.295, 811.300 or 811.310 to 
811.325.
 (c) The driver of a motor vehicle that passes a person operating a bicycle shall 
return to an authorized lane of traffic as soon as practicable.
 (2) Passing a person operating a bicycle in a no passing zone in violation 
of ORS 811.420 constitutes prima facie evidence of commission of the offense 
described in this section, unsafe passing of a person operating a bicycle, if the 
passing results in injury to or the death of the person operating the bicycle.
 (3) The offense described in this section, unsafe passing of a person operating a 
bicycle, is a Class B traffic violation. [2007 c.794 §2]

 Note: 811.065 was added to and made a part of the Oregon Vehicle Code by 
legislative action but was not added to ORS chapter 811 or any series therein. See 
Preface to Oregon Revised Statutes for further explanation.

SPEED
(Basic Rule)

 811.100 Violation of basic speed rule; penalty. (1) A person commits the 
offense of violating the basic speed rule if the person drives a vehicle upon a 
highway at a speed greater than is reasonable and prudent, having due regard to 
all of the following:
 (a) The traffic.
 (b) The surface and width of the highway.
 (c) The hazard at intersections.
 (d) Weather.
 (e) Visibility.
 (f) Any other conditions then existing.
 (2) The following apply to the offense described in this section:
 (a) The offense is as applicable on an alley as on any other highway.
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 (b) Speeds that are prima facie evidence of violation of this section are 
established by ORS 811.105.
 (c) This section and ORS 811.105 establish limitation on speeds that are in 
addition to speed limits established in ORS 811.111.
 (3) Except as provided in subsection (4) of this section, violation of the basic 
speed rule by exceeding a designated speed posted under ORS 810.180 is 
punishable as provided in ORS 811.109.
 (4) The offense described in this section, violating the basic speed rule, is 
a Class B traffic violation if the person drives a vehicle upon a highway at a 
speed that is not reasonable and prudent under the circumstances described in 
subsection (1) of this section even though the speed is lower than the appropriate 
speed specified in ORS 811.105 as prima facie evidence of violation of the basic 
speed rule. [1983 c.338 §563; 1987 c.887 §9; 1989 c.592 §4; 1991 c.728 §5; 1999 
c.1051 §229; 2003 c.819 §5]

 811.105 Speeds that are evidence of basic rule violation. (1) Any speed in 
excess of a designated speed posted by authority granted under ORS 810.180 is 
prima facie evidence of violation of the basic speed rule under ORS 811.100.
 (2) If no designated speed is posted by authority granted under ORS 810.180, 
any speed in excess of one of the following speeds is prima facie evidence of 
violation of the basic speed rule:
 (a) Fifteen miles per hour when driving on an alley or a narrow residential 
roadway.
 (b) Twenty miles per hour in a business district.
 (c) Twenty-five miles per hour in any public park.
 (d) Twenty-five miles per hour on a highway in a residence district if:
 (A) The residence district is not located within a city; and
 (B) The highway is not an arterial highway.
 (e) Fifty-five miles per hour in locations not otherwise described in this section. 
[1983 c.338 §564; 1985 c.16 §286; 1987 c.887 §10; 1989 c.592 §5; 1995 c.558 §3; 
1997 c.404 §5; 1997 c.438 §3; 2003 c.397 §6; 2003 c.819 §6; 2007 c.367 §3; 2019 
c.515 §3]

 811.106 [1995 c.558 §2; 1997 c.682 §4; 2003 c.397 §7; 2003 c.819 §§7,7a,7b; 
renumbered 810.243 in 2011]

 811.108 Relationship between speed limits and basic rule. (1) The speed 
limits established by ORS 811.111 do not authorize speeds higher than those 
required for compliance with the basic speed rule.
 (2) The basic speed rule does not authorize speeds higher than those 
established as speed limits by ORS 811.111. [1987 c.887 §5; 2003 c.819 §8]

(Maximum Speeds)

 811.109 Penalties for speed violations. (1) Violation of a specific speed limit 
imposed under law or of a posted speed limit is punishable as follows:
 (a) One to 10 miles per hour in excess of the speed limit is a Class D traffic 
violation.
 (b) 11 to 20 miles per hour in excess of the speed limit is a Class C traffic 
violation.
 (c) 21 to 30 miles per hour in excess of the speed limit is a Class B traffic 
violation.
 (d) Over 30 miles per hour in excess of the speed limit is a Class A traffic 
violation.
 (2) Notwithstanding subsection (1) of this section, if the speed limit is 65 miles 
per hour or greater and:
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 (a) The person is exceeding the speed limit by 10 miles per hour or less, the 
offense is a Class C traffic violation.
 (b) The person is exceeding the speed limit by more than 10 miles per hour but 
not more than 20 miles per hour, the offense is a Class B traffic violation.
 (c) The person is exceeding the speed limit by more than 20 miles per hour, the 
offense is a Class A traffic violation.
 (3) Violation of the basic speed rule by exceeding a designated speed posted 
under ORS 810.180 is punishable as follows:
 (a) One to 10 miles per hour in excess of the designated speed is a Class D 
traffic violation.
 (b) 11 to 20 miles per hour in excess of the designated speed is a Class C traffic 
violation.
 (c) 21 to 30 miles per hour in excess of the designated speed is a Class B traffic 
violation.
 (d) Over 30 miles per hour in excess of the designated speed is a Class A traffic 
violation.
 (4) In addition to a fine imposed under subsection (1), (2) or (3) of this section, 
a court may order a suspension of driving privileges for up to 30 days if a person 
exceeds a speed limit or designated speed by more than 30 miles per hour and 
the person has received at least one prior conviction under ORS 811.100 or 811.111 
within 12 months of the date of the current offense.
 (5) Notwithstanding subsections (1) to (3) of this section, if a person drives 100 
miles per hour or greater when the person commits a violation described in this 
section, the person commits a specific fine traffic violation. The presumptive fine 
for a violation under this subsection is $1,150, and upon conviction the court shall 
order a suspension of driving privileges for not less than 30 days nor more than 90 
days.
 (6) When a court orders a suspension under subsection (4) or (5) of this section, 
the court shall prepare and send to the Department of Transportation an order of 
suspension of driving privileges of the person. Upon receipt of an order under this 
subsection, the department shall take action as directed under ORS 809.280. [1995 
c.383 §14; 2003 c.819 §17; 2005 c.491 §1; 2011 c.597 §§96,319]

 811.110 [1983 c.338 §565; 1987 c.887 §11; 1991 c.185 §9; 1995 c.383 §15; 2001 
c.176 §6; 2003 c.402 §36; repealed by 2003 c.819 §§19,20]

 811.111 Violating a speed limit; penalty. (1) A person commits the offense of 
violating a speed limit if the person:
 (a) Drives a vehicle on an interstate highway, except for the portions of interstate 
highway described in subsection (2) of this section, at a speed greater than 65 
miles per hour or, if a different speed is posted under ORS 810.180, at a speed 
greater than the posted speed.
 (b) Notwithstanding paragraph (a) of this subsection, drives any of the following 
vehicles at a speed greater than 55 miles per hour on any highway, except for the 
portions of highway described in subsections (2) to (12) of this section, or, if a 
different speed is posted under ORS 810.180, at a speed greater than the posted 
speed:
 (A) A motor truck with a gross vehicle weight rating of more than 10,000 pounds 
or a truck tractor with a gross vehicle weight rating of more than 8,000 pounds.
 (B) A school bus.
 (C) A school activity vehicle.
 (D) A worker transport bus.
 (E) A bus operated for transporting children to and from church or an activity or 
function authorized by a church.
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 (F) Any vehicle used in the transportation of persons for hire by a nonprofit 
entity.
 (c) Drives a vehicle or conveyance on any part of the ocean shore in this state 
at a speed greater than any of the following:
 (A) Any designated speed for ocean shores that is established and posted under 
ORS 810.180.
 (B) If no designated speed is posted under ORS 810.180, 25 miles per hour.
 (d) Except as otherwise provided in this section, drives a vehicle upon a 
highway at a speed greater than a speed posted by authority granted under ORS 
810.180 or, if no designated speed is posted, the following:
 (A) Fifteen miles per hour when driving on an alley or a narrow residential 
roadway.
 (B) Twenty miles per hour in a business district.
 (C) Twenty-five miles per hour in a public park.
 (D) Twenty-five miles per hour on a highway in a residence district if the highway 
is not an arterial highway.
 (E) Sixty-five miles per hour on an interstate highway.
 (F) Fifty-five miles per hour in locations not otherwise described in this 
paragraph.
 (e) Drives a vehicle in a school zone at a speed greater than 20 miles per hour if 
the school zone is:
 (A) A segment of highway described in ORS 801.462 (1)(a) and:
 (i) The school zone has a flashing light used as a traffic control device and 
operated as provided under ORS 810.243; or
 (ii) If the school zone does not have a flashing light used as a traffic control 
device, the person drives in the school zone between 7 a.m. and 5 p.m. on a day 
when school is in session.
 (B) A crosswalk described in ORS 801.462 (1)(b) and:
 (i) A flashing light is used as a traffic control device and operated as provided 
under ORS 810.243; or
 (ii) Children are present, as described in ORS 811.124.
 (2) A person commits the offense of violating a speed limit if the person drives 
a vehicle on the portion of Interstate 84 beginning at the eastern city limit of The 
Dalles and ending at the Idaho state line at a speed greater than:
 (a) Sixty-five miles per hour for vehicles described in subsection (1)(b) of this 
section; or
 (b) Seventy miles per hour for all other vehicles.
 (3) A person commits the offense of violating a speed limit if the person drives 
a vehicle on the portion of State Highway 95 beginning at the Idaho state line and 
ending at the Nevada state line at a speed greater than:
 (a) Sixty-five miles per hour for vehicles described in subsection (1)(b) of this 
section; or
 (b) Seventy miles per hour for all other vehicles.
 (4) A person commits the offense of violating a speed limit if the person drives a 
vehicle on the portion of State Highway 20 beginning in Bend and ending in Ontario 
at a speed greater than:
 (a) Sixty miles per hour for vehicles described in subsection (1)(b) of this 
section; or
 (b) Sixty-five miles per hour for all other vehicles.
 (5) A person commits the offense of violating a speed limit if the person drives 
a vehicle on the portion of State Highway 197 beginning in The Dalles and ending 
at its intersection with State Highway 97 and the portion of State Highway 97 
beginning at its intersection with State Highway 197 and ending at the California 
state line at a speed greater than:
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 (a) Sixty miles per hour for vehicles described in subsection (1)(b) of this 
section; or
 (b) Sixty-five miles per hour for all other vehicles.
 (6) A person commits the offense of violating a speed limit if the person drives a 
vehicle on the portion of State Highway 31 beginning in Valley Falls and ending in 
La Pine at a speed greater than:
 (a) Sixty miles per hour for vehicles described in subsection (1)(b) of this 
section; or
 (b) Sixty-five miles per hour for all other vehicles.
 (7) A person commits the offense of violating a speed limit if the person drives a 
vehicle on the portion of State Highway 78 beginning in Burns Junction and ending 
in Burns at a speed greater than:
 (a) Sixty miles per hour for vehicles described in subsection (1)(b) of this 
section; or
 (b) Sixty-five miles per hour for all other vehicles.
 (8) A person commits the offense of violating a speed limit if the person drives a 
vehicle on the portion of State Highway 395 beginning in Burns and ending in John 
Day at a speed greater than:
 (a) Sixty miles per hour for vehicles described in subsection (1)(b) of this 
section; or
 (b) Sixty-five miles per hour for all other vehicles.
 (9) A person commits the offense of violating a speed limit if the person drives 
a vehicle on the portion of State Highway 395 beginning in Riley and ending at the 
California state line at a speed greater than:
 (a) Sixty miles per hour for vehicles described in subsection (1)(b) of this 
section; or
 (b) Sixty-five miles per hour for all other vehicles.
 (10) A person commits the offense of violating a speed limit if the person drives 
a vehicle on the portion of Oregon Route 205 beginning in Burns and ending in 
Frenchglen at a speed greater than:
 (a) Sixty miles per hour for vehicles described in subsection (1)(b) of this 
section; or
 (b) Sixty-five miles per hour for all other vehicles.
 (11) A person commits the offense of violating a speed limit if the person drives 
a vehicle on the portion of State Highway 26 beginning in John Day and ending in 
Vale at a speed greater than:
 (a) Sixty miles per hour for vehicles described in subsection (1)(b) of this 
section; or
 (b) Sixty-five miles per hour for all other vehicles.
 (12) A person commits the offense of violating a speed limit if the person drives 
a vehicle on the portion of Interstate 82 beginning at the Washington state line and 
ending at its intersection with Interstate 84 at a speed greater than:
 (a) Sixty-five miles per hour for vehicles described in subsection (1)(b) of this 
section; or
 (b) Seventy miles per hour for all other vehicles.
 (13) The speed limits described in subsections (3) to (5) of this section do not 
apply to portions of highways inside of a city in this state.
 (14) The offense described in this section, violating a speed limit, is punishable 
as provided in ORS 811.109. [2003 c.819 §4; 2003 c.819 §4a; 2005 c.573 §1; 2005 
c.770 §6; 2007 c.367 §4; 2015 c. 139 §2; 2015 c.283 §5; 2015 c.746 §1; 2016 c.1 §1; 
2019 c.515 §2]

 811.112 [1987 c.887 §4; 1995 c.383 §16; repealed by 2003 c.819 §19]
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 811.115 [1983 c.338 §566; 1985 c.420 §8; 1987 c.887 §12; 1989 c.457 §1; 1989 
c.992 §19; 1995 c.383 §17; 1999 c.359 §9; repealed by 2003 c.819 §19]

 811.120 [1983 c.338 §567; 1987 c.887 §13; 1995 c.383 §18; repealed by 2003 
c.819 §19]

 811.122 [1989 c.592 §2; repealed by 1991 c.728 §6]

 811.123 [1991 c.728 §2; 1995 c.383 §19; 1995 c.558 §4; 1997 c.404 §6; 1997 
c.438 §4; 2003 c.397 §8; repealed by 2003 c.819 §§19,21]

 811.124 Meaning of “children are present” in ORS 811.111. For purposes of 
ORS 811.111, children are present at any time and on any day when:
 (1) Children are:
 (a) Occupying or walking within a crosswalk described in ORS 801.462 (1)(b); or
 (b) Waiting on the curb or shoulder of the highway at a crosswalk described in 
ORS 801.462 (1)(b); or
 (2) A traffic patrol member provided under ORS 339.650 to 339.665 is present 
to assist children at a crosswalk described in ORS 801.462 (1)(b). [1997 c.438 §2; 
2003 c.397 §5; 2003 c.819 §§9,9a,9b]

(Racing)

 811.125 Speed racing on highway; penalty. (1) A person commits the offense 
of speed racing on a highway if, on a highway in this state, the person drives a 
vehicle or participates in any manner in any of the following in which a vehicle is 
involved:
 (a) A speed competition or contest.
 (b) An acceleration contest.
 (c) A test of physical endurance.
 (d) An exhibition of speed or acceleration.
 (e) The making of a speed record.
 (f) A race. For purposes of this paragraph, racing is the use of one or more 
vehicles in an attempt to outgain, outdistance or prevent another vehicle from 
passing, to arrive at a given destination ahead of another vehicle or vehicles or to 
test the physical stamina or endurance of drivers over long distance driving routes.
 (g) A drag race. For purposes of this paragraph, drag racing is the operation 
of two or more vehicles from a point side by side at accelerating speeds in a 
competitive attempt to outdistance each other, or the operation of one or more 
vehicles over a common selected course, from the same point to the same point 
for the purpose of comparing the relative speeds or power of acceleration of the 
vehicle or vehicles within a certain distance or time limit.
 (2) The offense described in this section, speed racing on a highway, is a Class 
A traffic violation and is applicable on any premises open to the public. [1983 c.338 
§568; 1985 c.16 §287]

 811.127 Organizing a speed racing event; penalty. (1) Except as provided in 
subsection (3) of this section, a person commits the offense of organizing a speed 
racing event if the person in any manner organizes a speed racing event.
 (2) As used in this section, “speed racing event” means an event that:
 (a) Is preplanned and coordinated and involves two or more vehicles;
 (b) Includes any of the activities described in ORS 811.125 (1); and
 (c) Takes place on a highway.
 (3) A person who organizes a speed racing event is not in violation of this 
section if the person has a permit from the road authority for the highway on which 
the event takes place.
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 (4) The offense described in this section, organizing a speed racing event, is a 
Class C felony. [2003 c.550 §2]

(Impeding Traffic)

 811.130 Impeding traffic; penalty. (1) A person commits the offense of 
impeding traffic if the person drives a motor vehicle or a combination of motor 
vehicles in a manner that impedes or blocks the normal and reasonable movement 
of traffic.
 (2) A person is not in violation of the offense described under this section if the 
person is proceeding in a manner needed for safe operation.
 (3) Proceeding in a manner needed for safe operation includes but is not 
necessarily limited to:
 (a) Momentarily stopping to allow oncoming traffic to pass before making a right-
hand or left-hand turn.
 (b) Momentarily stopping in preparation of, or moving at an extremely slow pace 
while, negotiating an exit from the road.
 (4) A person is not in violation of the offense described under this section if the 
person is proceeding as part of a funeral procession under the direction of a funeral 
escort vehicle or a funeral lead vehicle.
 (5) The offense described in this section, impeding traffic, is a Class D traffic 
violation. [1983 c.338 §569; 1985 c.16 §288; 1989 c.433 §1; 1991 c.482 §18; 1995 
c.383 §45]

CARELESS AND RECKLESS DRIVING

 811.135 Careless driving; penalty. (1) A person commits the offense of 
careless driving if the person drives any vehicle upon a highway or other premises 
described in this section in a manner that endangers or would be likely to endanger 
any person or property.
 (2) The offense described in this section, careless driving, applies on any 
premises open to the public and is a Class B traffic violation unless commission of 
the offense contributes to an accident. If commission of the offense contributes to 
an accident, the offense is a Class A traffic violation.
 (3) In addition to any other penalty imposed for an offense committed under this 
section, if the court determines that the commission of the offense described in this 
section contributed to the serious physical injury or death of a vulnerable user of a 
public way, the court shall:
 (a) Impose a sentence that requires the person to:
 (A) Complete a traffic safety course; and
 (B) Perform between 100 and 200 hours of community service, notwithstanding 
ORS 137.129. The community service must include activities related to driver 
improvement and providing public education on traffic safety;
 (b) Order, but suspend on the condition that the person complete the 
requirements of paragraph (a) of this subsection:
 (A) A fine of up to $12,500, notwithstanding ORS 153.018; and
 (B) A suspension of driving privileges for one year as provided in ORS 809.280; 
and
 (c) Set a hearing date up to one year from the date of sentencing.
 (4) At the hearing described in subsection (3)(c) of this section, the court shall:
 (a) If the person has successfully completed the requirements described in 
subsection (3)(a) of this section, dismiss the penalties ordered under subsection (3)
(b) of this section; or
 (b) If the person has not successfully completed the requirements described in 
subsection (3)(a) of this section:
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 (A) Grant the person an extension based on good cause shown; or
 (B) Order the penalties under subsection (3)(b) of this section.
 (5) When a court orders a suspension under subsection (4) of this section, 
the court shall prepare and send to the Department of Transportation an order of 
suspension of driving privileges of the person. Upon receipt of an order under this 
subsection, the department shall take action as directed under ORS 809.280.
 (6) The police officer issuing the citation for an offense under this section shall 
note on the citation if the cited offense appears to have contributed to the serious 
physical injury or death of a vulnerable user of a public way. [1983 c.338 §570; 1995 
c.383 §20; 2007 c.784 §3; 2011 c.355 §11; 2011 c.423 §1]

 811.140 Reckless driving; penalty. (1) A person commits the offense of 
reckless driving if the person recklessly drives a vehicle upon a highway or other 
premises described in this section in a manner that endangers the safety of 
persons or property.
 (2) The use of the term “recklessly” in this section is as defined in ORS 161.085.
 (3) The offense described in this section, reckless driving, is a Class A 
misdemeanor and is applicable upon any premises open to the public. [1983 c.338 
§571]

SPECIAL SAFETY MEASURES

 811.145 Failure to yield to emergency vehicle or ambulance; penalty. 
(1) A person commits the offense of failure to yield to an emergency vehicle or 
ambulance if an ambulance or emergency vehicle that is using a visual or audible 
signal in a manner described under ORS 820.300 and 820.320 approaches the 
vehicle the person is operating and the person does not do all of the following:
 (a) Yield the right of way to the ambulance or emergency vehicle.
 (b) Immediately drive to a position as near as possible and parallel to the right-
hand edge or curb of the roadway clear of any intersection.
 (c) Stop and remain in such position until the emergency vehicle or ambulance 
has passed.
 (2) A person is not in violation of this section if the person is acting as otherwise 
directed by a police officer.
 (3) This section does not relieve the driver of an emergency vehicle or 
ambulance from the duty to drive with due regard for the safety of all persons using 
the highway, nor does this section protect the driver of any such vehicle from the 
consequence of an arbitrary exercise of the right of way granted under this section.
 (4) The offense described in this section, failure to yield to an emergency vehicle 
or ambulance, is a Class B traffic violation. [1983 c.338 §582; 1985 c.16 §289; 1995 
c.383 §46]

 811.147 Failure to maintain safe distance from motor vehicle; penalty. (1) 
A person operating a motor vehicle commits the offense of failure to maintain a 
safe distance from a motor vehicle if the person approaches a motor vehicle that 
is stopped and is displaying required warning lights or hazard lights, or a person is 
indicating distress by using emergency flares or posting emergency signs, and the 
person operating the motor vehicle:
 (a) On a highway having two or more lanes for traffic in a single direction, fails 
to:
 (A) Make a lane change to a lane not adjacent to that of the stopped motor 
vehicle; or
 (B) Reduce the speed of the motor vehicle to a speed that is at least five miles 
per hour under the speed limit established in ORS 811.111 or a designated speed 
posted under ORS 810.180.
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 (b) On a two directional, two-lane highway, fails to reduce the speed of the 
motor vehicle to a speed that is at least five miles per hour under the speed limit 
established in ORS 811.111 or a designated speed posted under ORS 810.180.
 (2) A person is not in violation of the offense described in this section if the 
stopped motor vehicle is in a designated parking area.
 (3) The offense described in this section, failure to maintain a safe distance from 
a motor vehicle, is a Class B traffic violation. [2003 c.42 §2; 2009 c.198 §1; 2010 
c.30 §17; 2017 c.305 §1]

 Note: 811.147 was added to and made a part of the Oregon Vehicle Code by 
legislative action but was not added to ORS chapter 811 or any series therein. See 
Preface to Oregon Revised Statutes for further explanation.

 811.150 Interference with emergency vehicle or ambulance; exemptions; 
penalty. (1) A person commits the offense of interference with an emergency 
vehicle or ambulance if the person does any of the following:
 (a) Drives a vehicle following at a distance closer than 500 feet any emergency 
vehicle or ambulance that is traveling in response to a fire alarm or emergency.
 (b) Drives or parks a vehicle in a manner that interferes with the emergency 
vehicle or ambulance responding to a fire alarm or emergency.
 (c) Drives over an unprotected hose of a fire department laid down on any 
highway, private road or driveway to be used at any fire, alarm of fire or emergency.
 (2) The following exemptions apply to this section:
 (a) Nothing in this section prohibits a driver of an emergency vehicle or 
ambulance from following within 500 feet of an emergency vehicle or ambulance 
traveling in response to a fire alarm or emergency or from driving into or parking a 
vehicle in the area or vicinity where such vehicles have stopped in response to an 
alarm or emergency.
 (b) Nothing in this section prevents any person from driving over an unprotected 
hose of a fire department if the person first obtains the permission of a fire 
department official or police officer at the scene of the fire, alarm of fire or 
emergency.
 (3) The offense described in this section, interference with an emergency vehicle 
or ambulance, is a Class B traffic violation. [1983 c.338 §584; 1985 c.16 §291; 1985 
c.190 §1; 1995 c.383 §47]

 811.155 Failure to stop for bus safety lights; exemptions; penalty. (1) A 
driver commits the offense of failure to stop for bus safety lights if the driver meets 
or overtakes from either direction any vehicle that is stopped on a roadway and that 
is operating red bus safety lights described under ORS 816.260 and the driver does 
not:
 (a) Stop before reaching the vehicle; and
 (b) Remain standing until the bus safety lights are no longer operating.
 (2) The following apply to the offense described in this section:
 (a) The offense described in this section does not apply if the vehicle operating 
the bus safety lights is not permitted under ORS 816.350 and 816.360 to operate 
red bus safety lights.
 (b) A driver need not comply with this section if the vehicle operating red bus 
safety lights is stopped on a different roadway.
 (3) The offense described in this section, failure to stop for bus safety lights, is a 
Class A traffic violation. [1983 c.338 §583; 1985 c.16 §290]

 811.157 Report by driver of violation of ORS 811.155; contents. (1) The driver 
of a school bus, worker transport bus or a bus issued a permit under ORS 818.260 
may report a violation of ORS 811.155 to the local law enforcement agency having 
jurisdiction over the area where the violation is alleged to have occurred.
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 (2) A report under subsection (1) of this section shall be made within 72 hours of 
the alleged violation and shall contain:
 (a) The date and time of day of the alleged violation;
 (b) The name of the street on which the bus was traveling at the time of the 
alleged violation and either the approximate address or the name of the closest 
intersecting street;
 (c) The direction in which the bus was traveling and the direction in which the 
vehicle alleged to have committed the violation was traveling;
 (d) The weather conditions, including visibility, at the time of the alleged 
violation; and
 (e) The following information about the vehicle alleged to have committed the 
violation:
 (A) Number and state of issuance of the registration plate; and
 (B) Whether the vehicle is a sedan, station wagon, van, truck, bus, motorcycle or 
other type of vehicle.
 (3) In addition to the information required by subsection (2) of this section, the 
report may contain any other identifying information, including but not limited to 
color of the vehicle, that the reporting bus driver has about the vehicle or the driver 
of the vehicle alleged to have committed the violation. [1987 c.654 §2]

 811.159 Law enforcement agency response to report of violation of ORS 
811.155. Upon receipt of a report containing the information required by ORS 
811.157 (2), the law enforcement agency shall determine the name and address 
of the registered owner of the vehicle and shall send the registered owner a letter 
informing the owner that the vehicle was observed violating ORS 811.155. The letter 
shall include, at a minimum, information from the report filed under ORS 811.157 
specifying the time and place of the alleged violation. [1987 c.654 §3]

 811.160 Interference with rail fixed guideway public transportation system 
operation; penalty. (1) A person commits the offense of interference with rail fixed 
guideway public transportation system operation if the person does any of the 
following:
 (a) Drives any vehicle in front of a rail fixed guideway public transportation 
system vehicle upon a track and the person fails to remove the person’s vehicle 
from the track as soon as practicable after signal from the operator of the rail fixed 
guideway public transportation system vehicle.
 (b) Drives a vehicle upon or across rail fixed guideway public transportation 
system tracks within an intersection in front of a rail fixed guideway public 
transportation system vehicle when the rail fixed guideway public transportation 
system vehicle has started to cross the intersection.
 (c) Overtakes or passes upon the left any rail fixed guideway public 
transportation system vehicle proceeding in the same direction whether actually in 
motion or temporarily at rest. This paragraph does not apply on one-way streets or 
on streets where the tracks are so located as to prevent compliance.
 (2) This section applies to any rail fixed guideway public transportation system 
vehicle that is any device traveling exclusively upon rails when upon or crossing a 
highway but does not apply to cars or trains propelled or moved by steam engine or 
by diesel engine.
 (3) The offense described in this section, interference with rail fixed guideway 
public transportation system operation, is a Class B traffic violation. [1983 c.338 
§585; 1995 c.383 §48; 2001 c.522 §3; 2017 c.46 §4]

 811.165 Failure to stop for passenger loading of public transit vehicle; 
penalty. (1) A person commits the offense of failure to stop for passenger loading 
of a public transit vehicle if the person is the driver of a vehicle overtaking a public 
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transit vehicle described in this section that is stopped or about to stop for the 
purpose of receiving or discharging any passenger and the person does not:
 (a) Stop the overtaking vehicle to the rear of the nearest running board or door 
of the public transit vehicle; and
 (b) Keep the vehicle stationary until all passengers have boarded or alighted 
therefrom and reached a place of safety.
 (2) This section applies to the following public transit vehicles:
 (a) Commercial buses; and
 (b) Rail fixed guideway public transportation system vehicles.
 (3) A person is not in violation of this section if the person passes a public transit 
vehicle:
 (a) Upon the left of any public transit vehicle described in this section on a one-
way street; or
 (b) At a speed not greater than is reasonable and proper and with due caution 
for the safety of pedestrians when:
 (A) The public transit vehicle has stopped at the curb; or
 (B) Any area or space has been officially set apart within the roadway for the 
exclusive use of pedestrians and the area or space is so protected or marked or 
indicated by adequate signs as to be plainly visible at all times while set apart as a 
safety zone.
 (4) The offense described in this section, failure to stop for passenger loading 
of public transit vehicle, is a Class B traffic violation. [1983 c.338 §586; 1985 c.16 
§292; 1995 c.383 §49; 2001 c.522 §4; 2017 c.46 §5]

 811.167 Failure to yield right of way to transit bus; rules; penalty. (1) A 
person commits the offense of failure to yield the right of way to a transit bus 
entering traffic if the person does not yield the right of way to a transit bus when:
 (a) A yield sign as described in subsection (2) of this section is displayed on the 
back of the transit bus;
 (b) The person is operating a vehicle that is overtaking the transit bus from the 
rear of the transit bus; and
 (c) The transit bus, after stopping to receive or discharge passengers, is 
signaling an intention to enter the traffic lane occupied by the person.
 (2) The yield sign referred to in subsection (1)(a) of this section shall warn a 
person operating a motor vehicle approaching the rear of a transit bus that the 
person must yield when the transit bus is entering traffic. The yield sign shall be 
illuminated by a flashing light when the bus is signaling an intention to enter a traffic 
lane after stopping to receive or discharge passengers. The Oregon Transportation 
Commission shall adopt by rule the message on the yield sign, specifications for 
the size, shape, color, lettering and illumination of the sign and specifications for the 
placement of the sign on a transit bus.
 (3) This section does not relieve a driver of a transit bus from the duty to drive 
with due regard for the safety of all persons using the roadway.
 (4) As used in this section, “transit bus” means a commercial bus operated by a 
city or a county, a mass transit district established under ORS 267.010 to 267.394 or 
a transportation district established under ORS 267.510 to 267.650.
 (5) The offense described in this section, failure to yield the right of way to a 
transit bus entering traffic, is a Class D traffic violation. [1997 c.509 §2; 2013 c.202 
§1]

OPEN CONTAINER VIOLATIONS

 811.170 Violation of open container law; penalty. (1) A person commits the 
offense of violation of the open container law in a motor vehicle if the person does 
any of the following:
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 (a) Drinks any alcoholic liquor in a motor vehicle when the vehicle is upon a 
highway.
 (b) Possesses on one’s person, while in a motor vehicle upon a highway, any 
bottle, can or other receptacle containing any alcoholic liquor, which has been 
opened, or a seal broken, or the contents of which have been partially removed.
 (c) Keeps in a motor vehicle when the vehicle is upon any highway, any bottle, 
can or other receptacle containing any alcoholic liquor, which has been opened, or 
a seal broken, or the contents of which have been partially removed. The following 
apply to this paragraph:
 (A) This paragraph applies only to the registered owner of any motor vehicle or, 
if the registered owner is not then present in the vehicle, to the driver of the vehicle.
 (B) This paragraph does not apply if the bottle, can or other receptacle is kept 
in the trunk of the vehicle, or kept in some other area of the vehicle not normally 
occupied by the driver or passengers if the vehicle is not equipped with a trunk.
 (C) For purposes of this paragraph, a utility compartment or glove compartment 
is considered within the area occupied by the driver and passengers.
 (D) This paragraph does not apply to the living quarters of a camper or motor 
home.
 (2) The offense described in this section does not apply to passengers in 
a motor vehicle operated by a common carrier and used primarily to carry 
passengers for hire.
 (3) The offense described in this section, violation of the open container law in a 
motor vehicle, is a Class B traffic violation. [1983 c.338 §597; 1985 c.16 §303; 2001 
c.827 §10]

DISPOSING OF HUMAN WASTE

 811.172 Improperly disposing of human waste; penalty. (1) A person 
commits the offense of improperly disposing of human waste if the person is 
operating or riding in a motor vehicle and the person throws, puts or otherwise 
leaves a container of urine or other human waste on or beside the highway.
 (2) The offense described in this section, improperly disposing of human waste, 
is a Class A misdemeanor. [1999 c.670 §2; 2011 c.597 §305]

DRIVING WHILE SUSPENDED OR REVOKED

 811.175 Violation driving while suspended or revoked; penalties. (1) A 
person commits the offense of violation driving while suspended or revoked if the 
person does any of the following:
 (a) Drives a motor vehicle upon a highway during a period when the person’s 
driving privileges or right to apply for driving privileges have been suspended or 
revoked in this state by a court or by the Department of Transportation.
 (b) Drives a motor vehicle outside the limitations of a hardship driver permit 
issued under ORS 807.240.
 (c) Drives a commercial motor vehicle upon a highway during a period when the 
person’s driving privileges or commercial driving privileges have been suspended 
or revoked in this state or any other jurisdiction.
 (2) Affirmative defenses to the offense described in this section are established 
under ORS 811.180.
 (3) The offense described in this section is applicable upon any premises open 
to the public.
 (4) The offense described in this section, violation driving while suspended or 
revoked, is a Class A traffic violation except as otherwise provided in ORS 811.182. 
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[1983 c.338 §598; 1985 c.16 §304; 1987 c.730 §1; 1987 c.801 §9; 1989 c.171 §91; 
1989 c.636 §45; 1997 c.249 §228; 1999 c.1051 §90; 2009 c.395 §10; 2018 c.76 §12]

 811.180 Affirmative defenses. The following establishes affirmative defenses in 
prosecutions for driving while suspended or revoked in violation of ORS 811.175 or 
811.182 and describes when the affirmative defenses are not available:
 (1) In addition to other defenses provided by law, including but not limited to 
ORS 161.200, it is an affirmative defense to the offenses described in ORS 811.175 
and 811.182 that:
 (a) An injury or immediate threat of injury to a human being or animal, and the 
urgency of the circumstances made it necessary for the defendant to drive a motor 
vehicle at the time and place in question; or
 (b) The defendant had not received notice of the defendant’s suspension or 
revocation or been informed of the suspension or revocation by a trial judge who 
ordered a suspension or revocation of the defendant’s driving privileges or right to 
apply.
 (2) The affirmative defenses described in subsection (1)(b) of this section are 
not available to a defendant under the circumstances described in this subsection. 
Any of the evidence specified in this subsection may be offered in the prosecution’s 
case in chief. This subsection applies if any of the following circumstances exist:
 (a) The defendant refused to accept a notification provided by the department, 
including refusing to sign a receipt for the certified mail containing the notice of 
suspension or revocation.
 (b) The notice of suspension or revocation could not be delivered to the 
defendant because the defendant failed to comply with the requirements under 
ORS 807.560 to notify the Department of Transportation of a change of address or 
residence.
 (c) At a previous court appearance, the defendant had been informed by a trial 
judge that the judge was ordering a suspension or revocation of the defendant’s 
driving privileges or right to apply.
 (d) The defendant had actual knowledge of the suspension or revocation by any 
means prior to the time the defendant was stopped on the current charge.
 (e) The defendant was provided with notice of intent to suspend under ORS 
813.100. [1983 c.338 §599; 1985 c.16 §305; 1985 c.672 §18; 1985 c.744 §1; 1987 
c.138 §2; 1987 c.158 §168; 1987 c.730 §20; 1987 c.801 §10; 1997 c.249 §229; 2019 
c.312 §25]

 811.182 Criminal driving while suspended or revoked; penalties. (1) A 
person commits the offense of criminal driving while suspended or revoked if the 
person violates ORS 811.175 and the suspension or revocation is one described 
in this section, or if the hardship permit violated is based upon a suspension or 
revocation described in subsection (3) or (4) of this section.
 (2) Affirmative defenses to the offense described in this section are established 
under ORS 811.180.
 (3) The offense described in this section, criminal driving while suspended 
or revoked, is a Class B felony if the suspension or revocation resulted from any 
degree of murder, manslaughter, criminally negligent homicide or assault resulting 
from the operation of a motor vehicle, if the suspension or revocation resulted from 
aggravated vehicular homicide or aggravated driving while suspended or revoked 
or if the revocation resulted from a conviction for felony driving while under the 
influence of intoxicants.
 (4) The offense described in this section, criminal driving while suspended or 
revoked, is a Class A misdemeanor if the suspension or revocation is any of the 
following:
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 (a) A suspension under ORS 809.411 (2) resulting from commission by the 
driver of any degree of recklessly endangering another person, menacing or 
criminal mischief, resulting from the operation of a motor vehicle.
 (b) A suspension under ORS 813.410 resulting from refusal to take a test 
prescribed in ORS 813.100 or for taking a breath or blood test the result of which 
discloses a blood alcohol content of:
 (A) 0.08 percent or more by weight if the person was not driving a commercial 
motor vehicle;
 (B) 0.04 percent or more by weight if the person was driving a commercial motor 
vehicle; or
 (C) Any amount if the person was under 21 years of age.
 (c) A suspension of commercial driving privileges under ORS 809.510 resulting 
from failure to perform the duties of a driver under ORS 811.700.
 (d) A suspension of commercial driving privileges under ORS 809.510 (6) where 
the person’s commercial driving privileges have been suspended or revoked by the 
other jurisdiction for failure of or refusal to take a chemical test to determine the 
alcoholic content of the person’s blood under a statute that is substantially similar to 
ORS 813.100.
 (e) A suspension of commercial driving privileges under ORS 809.520.
 (f) A revocation resulting from habitual offender status under ORS 809.640.
 (g) A suspension resulting from any crime punishable as a felony with proof of 
a material element involving the operation of a motor vehicle, other than a crime 
described in subsection (3) of this section.
 (h) A suspension for failure to perform the duties of a driver under ORS 811.705.
 (i) A suspension for reckless driving under ORS 811.140.
 (j) A suspension for fleeing or attempting to elude a police officer under ORS 
811.540.
 (k) A suspension or revocation resulting from misdemeanor driving while under 
the influence of intoxicants under ORS 813.010.
 (L) A suspension for use of a motor vehicle in the commission of a crime 
punishable as a felony.
 (5) In addition to any other sentence that may be imposed, if a person is 
convicted of the offense described in this section and the underlying suspension 
resulted from driving while under the influence of intoxicants, the court shall impose 
a minimum fine of at least $1,000 if it is the person’s first conviction for criminal 
driving while suspended or revoked and a minimum fine of at least $2,000 if it is the 
person’s second or subsequent conviction.
 (6)(a) The Oregon Criminal Justice Commission shall classify a violation of this 
section that is a felony as crime category 4 of the rules of the commission.
 (b) Notwithstanding paragraph (a) of this subsection, the commission shall 
classify a violation of this section that is a felony as crime category 6 of the rules of 
the commission, if the suspension or revocation resulted from:
 (A) Any degree of murder, manslaughter or criminally negligent homicide or an 
assault that causes serious physical injury, resulting from the operation of a motor 
vehicle; or
 (B) Aggravated vehicular homicide or aggravated driving while suspended or 
revoked. [1987 c.730 §§3,3a; 1989 c.636 §46; 1991 c.185 §10; 1991 c.860 §9; 1993 
c.305 §2; 1995 c.568 §2; 1997 c.249 §230; 1999 c.1049 §7; 2001 c.436 §1; 2001 
c.786 §2; 2003 c.346 §3; 2003 c.402 §37; 2005 c.649 §19; 2007 c.867 §13; 2009 
c.783 §14; 2011 c.597 §97; 2013 c.237 §26; 2013 c.649 §3; 2018 c.76 §13]

 Note: The amendments to 811.182 by section 113, chapter 630, Oregon Laws 
2021, become operative January 1, 2023, and apply to conduct leading to driving 
privilege sanctions imposed on or after January 1, 2023. See sections 124 and 169, 



RULES OF THE ROAD FOR DRIVERS

OREGON VEHICLE CODE (2021 Edition)Page 244

chapter 630, Oregon Laws 2021. The text that is operative on and after January 1, 
2023, is set forth for the user’s convenience.

 811.182. (1) A person commits the offense of criminal driving while suspended 
or revoked if the person violates ORS 811.175 and the suspension or revocation 
is one described in this section, or if the hardship permit violated is based upon a 
suspension or revocation described in subsection (3) or (4) of this section.
 (2) Affirmative defenses to the offense described in this section are established 
under ORS 811.180.
 (3) The offense described in this section, criminal driving while suspended 
or revoked, is a Class B felony if the suspension or revocation resulted from any 
degree of murder, manslaughter, criminally negligent homicide or assault resulting 
from the operation of a motor vehicle, if the suspension or revocation resulted from 
aggravated vehicular homicide or aggravated driving while suspended or revoked 
or if the revocation resulted from a conviction for felony driving while under the 
influence of intoxicants.
 (4) The offense described in this section, criminal driving while suspended or 
revoked, is a Class A misdemeanor if the suspension or revocation is any of the 
following:
 (a) A suspension under ORS 809.411 (2) resulting from commission by the 
driver of any degree of recklessly endangering another person, menacing or 
criminal mischief, resulting from the operation of a motor vehicle.
 (b) A suspension under ORS 813.410 resulting from refusal to take a test 
prescribed in ORS 813.100 or for taking a breath or blood test the result of which 
discloses a blood alcohol content of:
 (A) 0.08 percent or more by weight if the person was not driving a commercial 
motor vehicle;
 (B) 0.04 percent or more by weight if the person was driving a commercial motor 
vehicle; or
 (C) Any amount if the person was under 21 years of age.
 (c) A suspension of commercial driving privileges under ORS 809.510 resulting 
from failure to perform the duties of a driver under ORS 811.700.
 (d) A suspension of commercial driving privileges under ORS 809.510 (7) where 
the person’s commercial driving privileges have been suspended or revoked by the 
other jurisdiction for failure of or refusal to take a chemical test to determine the 
alcoholic content of the person’s blood under a statute that is substantially similar to 
ORS 813.100.
 (e) A suspension of commercial driving privileges under ORS 809.520.
 (f) A revocation resulting from habitual offender status under ORS 809.640.
 (g) A suspension resulting from any crime punishable as a felony with proof of 
a material element involving the operation of a motor vehicle, other than a crime 
described in subsection (3) of this section.
 (h) A suspension for failure to perform the duties of a driver under ORS 811.705.
 (i) A suspension for reckless driving under ORS 811.140.
 (j) A suspension for fleeing or attempting to elude a police officer under ORS 
811.540.
 (k) A suspension or revocation resulting from misdemeanor driving while under 
the influence of intoxicants under ORS 813.010.
 (L) A suspension for use of a motor vehicle in the commission of a crime 
punishable as a felony.
 (5) In addition to any other sentence that may be imposed, if a person is 
convicted of the offense described in this section and the underlying suspension 
resulted from driving while under the influence of intoxicants, the court shall impose 
a minimum fine of at least $1,000 if it is the person’s first conviction for criminal 
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driving while suspended or revoked and a minimum fine of at least $2,000 if it is the 
person’s second or subsequent conviction.
 (6)(a) The Oregon Criminal Justice Commission shall classify a violation of this 
section that is a felony as crime category 4 of the rules of the commission.
 (b) Notwithstanding paragraph (a) of this subsection, the commission shall 
classify a violation of this section that is a felony as crime category 6 of the rules of 
the commission, if the suspension or revocation resulted from:
 (A) Any degree of murder, manslaughter or criminally negligent homicide or an 
assault that causes serious physical injury, resulting from the operation of a motor 
vehicle; or
 (B) Aggravated vehicular homicide or aggravated driving while suspended or 
revoked.

 811.185 [1983 c.338 §600; 1985 c.16 §306; repealed by 1991 c.208 §1]

DRIVER OFFENSES INVOLVING PASSENGERS

 811.190 Operation with obstructing passenger; penalty. (1) A person 
commits the offense of driver operation with obstructing passenger if the person is 
operating a vehicle when another person is in the operator’s lap or in the operator’s 
embrace.
 (2) The offense described in this section, driver operation with obstructing 
passenger, is a Class D traffic violation. [1983 c.338 §601; 1995 c.383 §50]

 811.193 Smoking, aerosolizing or vaporizing in motor vehicle when child 
is present; penalty. (1)(a) A person commits the offense of smoking, aerosolizing 
or vaporizing in a motor vehicle if the person smokes or uses an inhalant delivery 
system in a motor vehicle while a person under 18 years of age is in the motor 
vehicle.
 (b) As used in this subsection:
 (A) “Smokes” means to inhale, exhale, burn or carry a lighted cigarette, cigar, 
pipe, weed, plant, regulated narcotic or other combustible substance; and
 (B) “Uses an inhalant delivery system” means to use an inhalant delivery 
system, as defined in ORS 431A.175, in a manner that creates an aerosol or vapor.
 (2) Notwithstanding ORS 810.410, a police officer may enforce this section only 
if the police officer has already stopped and detained the driver operating the motor 
vehicle for a separate traffic violation or other offense.
 (3) Smoking, aerosolizing or vaporizing in a motor vehicle is a:
 (a) Class D traffic violation for a first offense.
 (b) Class C traffic violation for a second or subsequent offense. [2013 c.361 §2; 
2015 c.158 §12]

 Note: 811.193 was added to and made a part of the Oregon Vehicle Code by 
legislative action but was not added to ORS chapter 811 or any series therein. See 
Preface to Oregon Revised Statutes for further explanation.

 811.195 Having passenger in trailer; penalty. (1) A person commits the 
offense of having a passenger in a trailer if the person operates a vehicle on a 
highway while towing any type of trailer that contains a passenger.
 (2) This section does not apply if the person is operating any of the following 
vehicles:
 (a) A commercial bus trailer.
 (b) An independently steered trailer.
 (c) A trailer towed with a fifth wheel hitch if the trailer is equipped with all of the 
following:
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 (A) Safety glazing materials that meet the standards established under ORS 
815.040 wherever there are windows or doors with windows on the vehicle.
 (B) An auditory or visual signaling device that a passenger inside the vehicle 
can use to gain the attention of the motor vehicle driver towing the vehicle.
 (C) At least one unobstructed exit capable of being opened from both the interior 
and exterior of the vehicle.
 (3) The offense described in this section, passenger in trailer, is a Class D traffic 
violation. [1983 c.338 §602; 1985 c.16 §307; 1995 c.383 §51; 2003 c.158 §7]

 811.200 Carrying dog on external part of vehicle; penalty. (1) A person 
commits the offense of carrying a dog on the external part of a vehicle if the 
person carries a dog upon the hood, fender, running board or other external part 
of any automobile or truck that is upon a highway unless the dog is protected by 
framework, carrier or other device sufficient to keep it from falling from the vehicle.
 (2) The offense described in this section, carrying dog on external part of 
vehicle, is a Class D traffic violation. [1983 c.338 §603; 1995 c.383 §52]

 811.205 Carrying minor on external part of vehicle; penalty. (1) A person 
commits the offense of carrying a minor on an external part of a motor vehicle if the 
person carries any person under 18 years of age upon the hood, fender, running 
board or other external part of any motor vehicle that is upon a highway.
 (2) For purposes of this section, the open bed of a motor vehicle is an external 
part of a motor vehicle.
 (3) A person does not commit the offense described in this section if the person:
 (a) Is carrying a minor in the open bed of a motor vehicle and the minor is 
secured with a safety belt or safety harness that complies with rules adopted under 
ORS 815.055;
 (b) Is operating the motor vehicle in an organized parade; or
 (c) Is carrying a minor who is seated on the floor of the open bed of a motor 
vehicle in which all available passenger seats are occupied by minors, the tailgate 
is securely closed and the minor is being transported:
 (A) In the course and scope of employment, provided that the minor is 
transported in compliance with law and rules regulating the transport of workers; or
 (B)(i) Between a hunting camp and a hunting site or between hunting sites 
during hunting season; and
 (ii) The minor has a hunting license.
 (4) The offense described in this section, carrying a minor on an external part 
of a motor vehicle, is a Class B traffic violation. [1983 c.338 §604; 1995 c.383 §53; 
2003 c.107 §1]
 811.207 Legislative findings regarding restraint of children in motor vehicles. The 
Legislative Assembly finds that:
 (1) Oregon drivers look to the law in deciding how to restrain and protect 
children in motor vehicles.
 (2) The proper restraint of children in motor vehicles will reduce the number 
of children killed in motor vehicle accidents and reduce the severity of injuries to 
children who survive motor vehicle accidents. [2007 c.601 §1]

 Note: 811.207 was enacted into law by the Legislative Assembly but was not 
added to or made a part of ORS chapter 811 or any series therein by legislative 
action. See Preface to Oregon Revised Statutes for further explanation.

 811.210 Failure to properly use safety belts; penalty. (1)(a) Except as 
provided in ORS 811.215, a person commits the offense of failure to properly use 
safety belts if the person:
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 (A) Operates a motor vehicle on the highways of this state and is not properly 
secured with a safety belt or safety harness as required by subsection (2) of this 
section.
 (B) Is the parent, legal guardian or person with legal responsibility for the 
safety and welfare of a child who is under 16 years of age and the child, while 
operating on public lands a Class I, Class II or Class IV all-terrain vehicle that is not 
registered under ORS 803.420, is not properly secured with a safety belt or safety 
harness.
 (C) Is the parent, legal guardian or person with legal responsibility for the safety 
and welfare of a child who is under 16 years of age and the child, while operating 
on public lands a Class II all-terrain vehicle registered under ORS 803.420, is not 
properly secured with a safety belt or safety harness as required by subsection (2) 
of this section.
 (D) Operates a motor vehicle on the highways of this state with a passenger 
who is under 16 years of age and the passenger is not properly secured with a 
child safety system, safety belt or safety harness as required by subsection (2) of 
this section.
 (E) Is the parent, legal guardian or person with legal responsibility for the safety 
and welfare of a child who is under 16 years of age and the child, while riding on 
public lands in or on a Class I, Class II or Class IV all-terrain vehicle that is not 
registered under ORS 803.420, is not properly secured with a safety belt or safety 
harness.
 (F) Is the parent, legal guardian or person with legal responsibility for the safety 
and welfare of a child who is under 16 years of age and the child, while riding on 
public lands in or on a Class II all-terrain vehicle registered under ORS 803.420, is 
not properly secured with a safety belt or safety harness as required by subsection 
(2) of this section.
 (G) Is a passenger in a privately owned commercial vehicle, as defined in ORS 
801.210, that is designed and used for the transportation of 15 or fewer persons, 
including the driver, and the person is 16 years of age or older and is responsible 
for another passenger who is not properly secured with a child safety system as 
required under subsection (2)(a), (b) or (c) of this section.
 (H) Is a passenger in a motor vehicle being operated on the highways of this 
state who is 16 years of age or older and who is not properly secured with a safety 
belt or safety harness as required by subsection (2) of this section.
 (b) As used in this subsection, “public lands” includes privately owned land 
that is open to the general public for the use of all-terrain vehicles as the result of 
funding from the All-Terrain Vehicle Account under ORS 390.560.
 (2) To comply with this section:
 (a) A person who is under two years of age must be properly secured with a 
child safety system in a rear-facing position.
 (b) A person who weighs 40 pounds or less must be properly secured with 
a child safety system that meets the minimum standards and specifications 
established by the Department of Transportation under ORS 815.055 for child 
safety systems designed for children weighing 40 pounds or less.
 (c) Except as provided in subsection (3) of this section, a person who weighs 
more than 40 pounds and who is four feet nine inches or shorter must be properly 
secured with a child safety system that elevates the person so that a safety belt or 
safety harness properly fits the person. As used in this paragraph, “properly fits” 
means the lap belt of the safety belt or safety harness is positioned low across the 
thighs and the shoulder belt is positioned over the collarbone and away from the 
neck. The child safety system shall meet the minimum standards and specifications 
established by the department under ORS 815.055 for child safety systems 
designed for children who are four feet nine inches or shorter.
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 (d) A person who is taller than four feet nine inches must be properly secured 
with a safety belt or safety harness that meets requirements under ORS 815.055.
 (e) Notwithstanding paragraphs (b) and (c) of this subsection, a person who is 
eight years of age or older need not be secured with a child safety system but must 
be properly secured with a safety belt or safety harness that meets requirements 
under ORS 815.055.
 (3) The requirements of subsection (2)(c) of this section do not apply:
 (a) If the rear seat of a vehicle is not equipped with shoulder belts, provided the 
person is secured by a lap belt; or
 (b) If the child is properly secured with a child safety system that meets the 
minimum standards and specifications established by the department under ORS 
815.055 for child safety systems designed for children weighing more than 40 
pounds.
 (4) The offense described in this section, failure to properly use safety belts, is 
a Class D traffic violation. [1985 c.16 §309; 1985 c.619 §1; 1991 c.2 §1; 1993 c.153 
§1; 1993 c.751 §112; 2001 c.679 §1; 2003 c.159 §1; 2005 c.244 §2; 2007 c.601 §2; 
2009 c.498 §1; 2010 c.30 §10; 2011 c.300 §1; 2011 c.360 §17; 2017 c.177 §1]

 811.215 Exemptions from safety belt requirements. ORS 811.210 does not 
apply to:
 (1) Privately owned commercial vehicles that are being used for the 
transportation of persons for compensation or profit. The exemption in this 
subsection does not apply to any of the following:
 (a) Motor carriers, as defined in ORS 825.005, when operating in interstate 
commerce.
 (b) Vehicles designed and used for the transportation of 15 or fewer persons, 
including the driver, except that the operator of a vehicle described in this 
paragraph is not required to:
 (A) Be properly secured with a safety belt or safety harness as required by ORS 
811.210 if the operator is a taxicab operator; or
 (B) Ensure that a passenger is properly secured with a child safety system as 
described in ORS 811.210 (2)(a), (b) or (c).
 (2) Any vehicle not required to be equipped with safety belts or safety harnesses 
at the time the vehicle was manufactured, unless safety belts or safety harnesses 
have been installed in the vehicle.
 (3) Any vehicle exempted by ORS 815.080 from requirements to be equipped 
upon sale with safety belts or safety harnesses.
 (4) Any person for whom a certificate is issued by the Department of 
Transportation under ORS 811.220.
 (5) Any person who is a passenger in a vehicle if all seating positions in the 
vehicle are occupied by other persons.
 (6) Any person who is being transported while in the custody of a police officer 
or any law enforcement agency.
 (7) Any person who is driving a vehicle while on a newspaper or mail route for 
the purpose of and while actually engaged in delivering newspapers or mail in the 
regular course of work.
 (8) Any person who is riding in an ambulance for the purpose of administering 
medical aid to another person in the ambulance, if being secured by a safety belt or 
safety harness would substantially inhibit the administration of medical aid.
 (9) Any person who is reading utility meters in the regular course of work.
 (10) Any person who is employed to operate a vehicle owned by a mass transit 
district while the vehicle is being used for the transportation of passengers in the 
public transportation system of the district.
 (11) Any person who is collecting solid waste or recyclable materials in the 
regular course of work.
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 (12) Any person who is employed to operate a vehicle owned by a tribal 
government public transportation system while the vehicle is being used for the 
transportation of passengers in the public transportation system of the tribal 
government. [1985 c.619 §3; 1987 c.138 §3; 1991 c.2 §2; 1997 c.509 §3; 1999 
c.1057 §4; 2003 c.589 §5; 2005 c.244 §1; 2005 c.770 §8; 2007 c.200 §1; 2007 
c.601 §3; 2018 c.93 §37; 2019 c.398 §1]

 811.220 Certificates of exemption from safety belt requirement. The 
Director of Transportation shall issue a certificate of exemption required under ORS 
811.215 for any person on whose behalf a statement signed by a physician, nurse 
practitioner or physician assistant is presented to the Department of Transportation. 
For a physician’s, nurse practitioner’s or physician assistant’s statement to qualify 
under this section, the physician, nurse practitioner or physician assistant giving the 
statement must set forth reasons in the statement why use of a child safety system, 
safety belt or safety harness by the person would be impractical or harmful to the 
person by reason of physical condition, medical problem or body size. [1985 c.16 
§310; 1985 c.619 §4; 1991 c.2 §3; 1995 c.79 §372; 2001 c.104 §306; 2015 c.109 §1]

 811.225 Failure to maintain safety belts in working order; penalty. (1) The 
registered owner of a motor vehicle commits the offense of failure of an owner to 
maintain safety belts in working order if:
 (a) The vehicle is equipped with safety belts or safety harnesses that meet the 
standards established under ORS 815.055; and
 (b) The owner fails to maintain the safety belts or safety harnesses in a 
condition that will enable occupants of all seating positions equipped with safety 
belts or safety harnesses to use the belts or harnesses.
 (2) The offense described in this section, failure of an owner to maintain safety 
belts in working order, is a Class C traffic violation. [1991 c.2 §5; 1995 c.383 §118; 
2003 c.158 §10]

HIGHWAY WORK ZONES

 811.230 Definitions; fine; notice. (1) As used in ORS 811.230, 811.231, 811.232 
and 811.233:
 (a) “Flagger” means a person who controls the movement of vehicular traffic 
through construction projects using sign, hand or flag signals.
 (b) “Highway work zone” means an area identified by advance warning where 
road construction, repair or maintenance work is being done by highway workers on 
or adjacent to a highway, regardless of whether or not highway workers are actually 
present. As used in this paragraph, “road construction, repair or maintenance work” 
includes, but is not limited to, the setting up and dismantling of advance warning 
systems.
 (c) “Highway worker” means an employee of a government agency, private 
contractor or utility company working in a highway work zone.
 (2)(a) The presumptive fine for a person convicted of an offense that is listed 
in subsection (3)(a) or (b) of this section and that is committed in a highway work 
zone is the presumptive fine for the offense established under ORS 153.020.
 (b) The minimum fine for a person convicted of a misdemeanor offense that is 
listed in subsection (3)(c) to (g) of this section and that is committed in a highway 
work zone is 20 percent of the maximum fine established for the offense.
 (c) The minimum fine for a person convicted of a felony offense that is listed in 
subsection (3)(c) to (g) of this section and that is committed in a highway work zone 
is two percent of the maximum fine established for the offense.
 (3) This section applies to the following offenses if committed in a highway work 
zone:
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 (a) Class A or Class B traffic violations.
 (b) Class C or Class D traffic violations related to exceeding a legal speed.
 (c) Reckless driving, as defined in ORS 811.140.
 (d) Driving while under the influence of intoxicants, as defined in ORS 813.010.
 (e) Failure to perform the duties of a driver involved in a collision, as described 
in ORS 811.700 or 811.705.
 (f) Criminal driving while suspended or revoked, as defined in ORS 811.182.
 (g) Fleeing or attempting to elude a police officer, as defined in ORS 811.540.
 (4) When a highway work zone is created, the agency, contractor or company 
responsible for the work may post signs designed to give motorists notice of the 
provisions of this section. [1995 c.253 §2; 1997 c.843 §3; 1999 c.1051 §292; 2011 
c.597 §114; 2018 c.22 §9]

 811.231 Reckless endangerment of highway workers; penalties. (1) A 
person commits the offense of reckless endangerment of highway workers if the 
person drives a motor vehicle in a highway work zone in such a manner as to 
endanger persons or property or if the person removes, evades or intentionally 
strikes a traffic control device in a highway work zone.
 (2) Reckless endangerment of highway workers is a Class A misdemeanor. 
In addition to any other penalty, a person convicted of reckless endangerment of 
highway workers is subject to suspension of driving privileges as provided in ORS 
809.411 (6). [1995 c.253 §3; 1997 c.83 §4; 2001 c.176 §7; 2003 c.402 §38]

 811.232 Refusing to obey flagger; penalty. (1) A person commits the offense 
of refusing to obey a flagger if the person intentionally and unreasonably disobeys a 
lawful order by a flagger relating to driving a motor vehicle in a highway work zone.
 (2) Refusing to obey a flagger is a Class A traffic violation. [1995 c.253 §4]

 811.233 Failure to yield right of way to highway worker; penalty. (1) A person 
commits the offense of failure to yield the right of way to a highway worker who is 
a pedestrian if the person is operating a motor vehicle in a highway work zone and 
does not yield the right of way to a highway worker who is a pedestrian.
 (2) The provisions of ORS 814.040 and 814.070 regarding pedestrians do not 
apply to pedestrians described in subsection (1) of this section.
 (3) The offense described in this section, failure to yield the right of way to a 
highway worker who is a pedestrian, is a Class B traffic violation. [1997 c.843 §2]

SCHOOL ZONE PENALTIES

 811.235 Fine for traffic offenses in school zones. (1)(a) If signs authorized by 
ORS 810.245 are posted, the presumptive fine for a person charged with an offense 
that is listed in subsection (2)(a) or (b) of this section and that is committed in a 
school zone shall be the amount established under ORS 153.020 for the offense.
 (b) If signs authorized by ORS 810.245 are posted, the minimum fine for a 
person convicted of a misdemeanor offense that is listed in subsection (2)(c) to (g) 
of this section and that is committed in a school zone is 20 percent of the maximum 
fine established for the offense.
 (c) If signs authorized by ORS 810.245 are posted, the minimum fine for a 
person convicted of a felony offense that is listed in subsection (2)(c) to (g) of this 
section and that is committed in a school zone is two percent of the maximum fine 
established for the offense.
 (2) This section applies to the following offenses if committed in a school zone:
 (a) Class A or Class B traffic violations.
 (b) Class C or Class D traffic violations related to exceeding a legal speed.
 (c) Reckless driving, as defined in ORS 811.140.
 (d) Driving while under the influence of intoxicants, as defined in ORS 813.010.
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 (e) Failure to perform the duties of a driver involved in a collision, as described 
in ORS 811.700 or 811.705.
 (f) Criminal driving while suspended or revoked, as defined in ORS 811.182.
 (g) Fleeing or attempting to elude a police officer, as defined in ORS 811.540.
 (3) For purposes of this section, a traffic offense occurs in a school zone if the 
offense occurs while the motor vehicle is in a school zone, notice of the school 
zone is indicated plainly by traffic control devices conforming to the requirements 
established under ORS 810.200 and posted under authority granted by ORS 
810.210 and:
 (a) Children are present as described in ORS 811.124; or
 (b) A flashing light is used as a traffic control device and operated as provided 
under ORS 810.243. [1997 c.682 §3; 1999 c.1051 §293; 2003 c.397 §9; 2011 c.597 
§115; 2015 c.139 §3; 2018 c.22 §10]

GENERAL DRIVING RULES
(Generally)

 811.250 Law applicable to vehicles registered out of state. Any out-of-
state registered vehicle is subject to all laws, rules and regulations governing the 
operation of such vehicles on the highways of this state. [1983 c.338 §606; 1985 
c.401 §15]

 811.255 Permitting unlawful operation of vehicle; penalty. (1) A person 
who is an owner, lessor or lessee of a motor vehicle or who employs or otherwise 
directs the driver of a motor vehicle, commits the offense of permitting the unlawful 
operation of a vehicle if the person knowingly permits or requires the operation of 
the vehicle in violation of any of the following:
 (a) The rules of the road.
 (b) The laws governing equipment of motor vehicles.
 (c) The laws governing weight of motor vehicles.
 (d) The laws governing operator driving privileges.
 (e) The laws governing registration or titling of vehicles.
 (2) The offense described in this section, permitting unlawful operation of a 
vehicle, is a Class B traffic violation. [1983 c.338 §607]

(Traffic Control Devices)

 811.260 Appropriate driver responses to traffic control devices. Except as 
provided in ORS 811.265 (2), a driver is in violation of ORS 811.265 if the driver 
makes a response to traffic control devices that is not permitted under the following:
 (1) Green signal. A driver facing a green light may proceed straight through or 
turn right or left unless a sign at that place prohibits either turn. A driver shall yield 
the right of way to other vehicles within the intersection at the time the green light is 
shown.
 (2) Green arrow. A driver facing a green arrow signal light, shown alone or in 
combination with another signal, may cautiously enter the intersection only to make 
the movement indicated by such arrow or such other movement as is permitted by 
other signals shown at the same time.
 (3) Green bicycle signal. A bicyclist facing a green bicycle signal may proceed 
straight through or turn right or left unless a sign at that place prohibits either turn. 
The bicyclist shall yield the right of way to other vehicles within the intersection at 
the time the green bicycle signal is shown.
 (4) Steady circular yellow signal. A driver facing a steady circular yellow signal 
light is thereby warned that the related right of way is being terminated and that 
a red or flashing red light will be shown immediately. A driver facing the light shall 
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stop at a clearly marked stop line, but if none, shall stop before entering the marked 
crosswalk on the near side of the intersection, or if there is no marked crosswalk, 
then before entering the intersection. If a driver cannot stop in safety, the driver may 
drive cautiously through the intersection.
 (5) Steady yellow arrow signal. A driver facing a steady yellow arrow signal, 
alone or in combination with other signal indications, is thereby warned that the 
related right of way is being terminated. Unless entering the intersection to make a 
movement permitted by another signal, a driver facing a steady yellow arrow signal 
shall stop at a clearly marked stop line, but if none, shall stop before entering the 
marked crosswalk on the near side of the intersection, or if there is no marked 
crosswalk, then before entering the intersection. If a driver cannot stop in safety, the 
driver may drive cautiously through the intersection.
 (6) Steady yellow bicycle signal. A bicyclist facing a steady yellow bicycle signal 
is thereby warned that the related right of way is being terminated and that a red 
bicycle signal will be shown immediately. A bicyclist facing a steady yellow bicycle 
signal shall stop at a clearly marked stop line, but if none, shall stop before entering 
the marked crosswalk on the near side of the intersection, or if there is no marked 
crosswalk, then before entering the intersection. If a bicyclist cannot stop in safety, 
the bicyclist may proceed cautiously through the intersection.
 (7) Steady circular red signal. A driver facing a steady circular red signal light 
alone shall stop at a clearly marked stop line, but if none, before entering the 
marked crosswalk on the near side of the intersection, or if there is no marked 
crosswalk, then before entering the intersection. The driver shall remain stopped 
until a green light is shown except when the driver is permitted to proceed under 
ORS 811.360.
 (8) Steady red arrow signal. A driver facing a steady red arrow signal, alone or 
in combination with other signal indications, may not enter the intersection to make 
the movement indicated by the red arrow signal. Unless entering the intersection to 
make some other movement which is permitted by another signal, a driver facing a 
steady red arrow signal shall stop at a clearly marked stop line, but if none, before 
entering the marked crosswalk on the near side of the intersection, or if there is no 
marked crosswalk, then before entering the intersection. The vehicle shall remain 
stopped until a green light is shown except when the driver is permitted to proceed 
under ORS 811.360.
 (9) Steady red bicycle signal. A bicyclist facing a steady red bicycle signal shall 
stop at a clearly marked stop line, but if none, before entering the marked crosswalk 
on the near side of the intersection, or if there is no marked crosswalk, then before 
entering the intersection. The bicyclist shall remain stopped until a green bicycle 
signal is shown except when the bicyclist is permitted to proceed under ORS 
811.360.
 (10) Traffic control devices at places other than intersections. If a traffic 
control device that is a signal is erected and maintained at a place other than an 
intersection, the provisions of this section relating to signals shall be applicable. A 
required stop shall be made at a sign or marking on the roadway indicating where 
the stop shall be made, but in the absence of such sign or marking the stop shall be 
made at the signal.
 (11) Flashing red signal. When a driver approaches a flashing red light used in 
a traffic control device or with a traffic sign, the driver shall stop at a clearly marked 
stop line, but if none, before entering the marked crosswalk on the near side of 
the intersection, or if there is no marked crosswalk, then at the point nearest the 
intersecting roadway where the driver has a view of approaching traffic on the 
intersecting roadway before entering it. The right to proceed shall be subject to the 
rules applicable after making a stop at a stop sign. This subsection does not apply 
to:
 (a) A person operating a bicycle; or
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 (b) Drivers at railroad grade crossings. Conduct of a driver approaching a 
railroad grade crossing is governed by ORS 811.455.
 (12) Flashing circular yellow signal. When a driver facing a flashing circular 
yellow signal approaches an intersection, the driver may cautiously enter the 
intersection to proceed straight through, turn right or turn left except as such 
movement is modified by lane use signs, turn prohibition signs, lane markings, 
roadway design, separate turn signal indications or other traffic control devices. 
This subsection does not apply at railroad grade crossings. Conduct of a driver 
approaching a railroad grade crossing is governed by ORS 811.455.
 (13) Flashing yellow arrow signal. A driver facing a flashing yellow arrow signal, 
alone or in combination with other signal indications, may cautiously enter the 
intersection only to make the movement indicated by the flashing yellow arrow 
signal or the movement permitted by other signals shown at the same time. A driver 
shall yield the right of way to other vehicles within the intersection at the time the 
flashing yellow arrow signal is shown. In addition, a driver turning left shall yield the 
right of way to other vehicles approaching from the opposite direction so closely 
as to constitute an immediate hazard during the time when the turning vehicle is 
moving across or within the intersection.
 (14) Lane direction control signals. When lane direction control signals are 
placed over the individual lanes of a highway, a person may drive a vehicle in any 
lane over which a green signal light is shown, but may not enter or travel in any 
lane over which a red signal light is shown.
 (15) Stop signs. A driver approaching a stop sign shall stop at a clearly marked 
stop line, but if none, before entering the marked crosswalk on the near side of 
the intersection or, if there is no marked crosswalk, then at the point nearest the 
intersecting roadway where the driver has a view of approaching traffic on the 
intersecting roadway before entering it. After stopping, the driver shall yield the right 
of way to any vehicle in the intersection or approaching so close as to constitute an 
immediate hazard during the time when the driver is moving across or within the 
intersection. This subsection does not apply to a person operating a bicycle.
 (16) Yield signs. A driver approaching a yield sign shall slow the driver’s vehicle 
to a speed reasonable for the existing conditions and if necessary for safety, shall 
stop at a line as required for stop signs under this section, and shall yield the right 
of way to any vehicles in the intersection or approaching so closely as to constitute 
an immediate hazard.
 (17) Flashing yellow beacon. When a flashing yellow beacon is used to 
supplement another traffic control device, a driver shall pay extra attention to the 
message provided by the beacon and follow the requirements of the other traffic 
control device, which might not be otherwise applicable at all times. [1983 c.338 
§609; 1989 c.539 §1; 1997 c.507 §6; 2003 c.278 §6; 2011 c.168 §1; 2015 c.147 §2; 
2019 c.683 §4; 2021 c.630 §16]

 811.265 Driver failure to obey traffic control device; penalty. (1) A person 
commits the offense of driver failure to obey a traffic control device if the person 
drives a vehicle and the person does any of the following:
 (a) Fails to obey the directions of any traffic control device.
 (b) Fails to obey any specific traffic control device described in ORS 811.260 in 
the manner required by that section.
 (2) A person is not subject to this section if the person is doing any of the 
following:
 (a) Following the directions of a police officer.
 (b) Driving an emergency vehicle or ambulance in accordance with the 
privileges granted those vehicles under ORS 820.300.
 (c) Properly proceeding on a red light as authorized under ORS 811.360.
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 (d) Driving in a funeral procession led by a funeral lead vehicle or under the 
direction of the driver of a funeral escort vehicle.
 (e) Properly entering an intersection or executing a turn at a stop sign as 
authorized under ORS 814.414.
 (f) Properly entering an intersection or executing a turn at a flashing red signal 
as authorized under ORS 814.416.
 (3) The offense described in this section, driver failure to obey a traffic control 
device, is a Class B traffic violation. [1983 c.338 §608; 1991 c.482 §13; 2015 c.147 
§3; 2019 c.683 §5]

 811.270 Failure to obey one-way designation; penalty. (1) A person commits 
the offense of failure to obey a one-way designation if the person is operating a 
vehicle and the person proceeds upon a roadway designated for one-way traffic in a 
direction other than that indicated by a traffic control device.
 (2) The offense described in this section, failure to obey a one-way designation, 
is a Class B traffic violation. [1983 c.338 §610]

(Right of Way)

 811.275 Failure to yield right of way at uncontrolled intersection; 
penalty. (1) A person commits the offense of failure to yield the right of way at 
an uncontrolled intersection if the person is operating a motor vehicle that is 
approaching an uncontrolled highway intersection and the person does not look out 
for and give right of way to any driver on the right simultaneously approaching a 
given point, regardless of which driver first reaches and enters the intersection.
 (2) This section is subject to the described provisions of the following sections:
 (a) The provisions of ORS 811.260, relating to stop signs and yield signs.
 (b) The provisions of ORS 811.285, relating to the requirements to yield the right 
of way upon entering a freeway or other arterial highway.
 (c) The provisions of ORS 811.277, relating to the right of way at an uncontrolled 
T intersection.
 (3) A person entering an intersection at an unlawful speed shall forfeit any right 
of way the person would otherwise have under subsection (1) of this section.
 (4) The offense described in this section, failure to yield right of way at an 
uncontrolled intersection, is a Class B traffic violation. [1983 c.338 §611; 1985 c.16 
§311; 1987 c.138 §4; 2003 c.183 §3]

 811.277 Failure to yield right of way at uncontrolled T intersection; 
penalty. (1) A person commits the offense of failure to yield the right of way at an 
uncontrolled T intersection if the person is operating a motor vehicle on a highway 
that ends at an uncontrolled T intersection and the person does not yield the right 
of way to any driver who is on the highway at the top of the T intersection.
 (2) As used in this section and ORS 811.275:
 (a) “T intersection” means an intersection at which one highway is perpendicular 
to another and at which one of the highways ends.
 (b) “Top of the T intersection” means the highway that does not end at the 
junction of two highways.
 (3) The offense described in this section, failure to yield the right of way at an 
uncontrolled T intersection, is a Class B traffic violation. [2003 c.183 §2]

 811.280 Failure of driver entering roadway to yield right of way; penalty. (1) 
A person commits the offense of failure of a driver entering a roadway to yield the 
right of way if the person:
 (a) Is operating a vehicle that is about to enter or cross a roadway from any 
private road, driveway, alley or place other than another roadway; and
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 (b) Does not yield the right of way to any vehicle approaching on the roadway to 
be entered or crossed so closely as to constitute an immediate hazard.
 (2) This section does not apply where the movement of traffic is otherwise 
directed by a traffic control device or a driver of a funeral escort vehicle.
 (3) The offense described in this section, failure of driver entering roadway to 
yield right of way, is a Class B traffic violation. [1983 c.338 §612; 1991 c.482 §14; 
1995 c.383 §54]

 811.285 Failure of merging driver to yield right of way; penalty. (1) A person 
commits the offense of failure of a merging driver to yield the right of way if the 
person is operating a vehicle that is entering a freeway or other arterial highway 
where an acceleration or merging lane is provided for the operator’s use and the 
operator does not look out for and give right of way to vehicles on the freeway or 
other arterial highway.
 (2) The offense described in this section, failure of a merging driver to yield the 
right of way, is a Class B traffic violation. [1983 c.338 §613; 1995 c.383 §55]

 811.290 Obstructing cross traffic; penalty. (1) A person commits the offense 
of obstructing cross traffic if the person is operating a vehicle and the person enters 
an intersection or a marked crosswalk when there is not sufficient space on the 
other side of the intersection or crosswalk to accommodate the vehicle without 
obstructing the passage of other vehicles or pedestrians.
 (2) The offense described in this section applies whether or not a traffic control 
device indicates to proceed.
 (3) The offense described in this section, obstructing cross traffic, is a Class D 
traffic violation. [1983 c.338 §614; 1995 c.383 §56]

 811.292 Failure to yield right of way within roundabout; exception; penalty. 
(1) A person commits the offense of failure to yield right of way within a roundabout 
if the person operates a motor vehicle upon a multilane circulatory roadway and:
 (a) Overtakes or passes a commercial motor vehicle;
 (b) Drives alongside a commercial motor vehicle; or
 (c) Does not yield the right of way to a second vehicle lawfully exiting the 
roundabout from a position ahead and to the left of the person’s vehicle.
 (2) This section does not apply if a traffic control device indicates that the 
operator of a motor vehicle should take other action.
 (3) The offense described in this section, failure to yield right of way within a 
roundabout, is a Class C traffic violation. [2001 c.464 §5; 2011 c.85 §1]

 Note: 811.292 was added to and made a part of the Oregon Vehicle Code by 
legislative action but was not added to ORS chapter 811 or any series therein. See 
Preface to Oregon Revised Statutes for further explanation.

(Driving on the Right)

 811.295 Failure to drive on right; exceptions; penalty. (1) A person commits 
the offense of failure to drive on the right if the person is operating a vehicle on a 
roadway of sufficient width and the person does not drive on the right half of the 
roadway.
 (2) A person is not required to drive on the right side of the roadway by this 
section under any of the following circumstances:
 (a) When overtaking and passing another vehicle proceeding in the same 
direction under the rules governing this movement in ORS 811.410 to 811.425 or 
811.808.
 (b) When preparing to turn left in an intersection, alley or private road or 
driveway.
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 (c) When an obstruction or condition exists making it necessary to drive to the 
left of the center of the roadway, provided that a driver doing so shall yield the right 
of way to all vehicles traveling in the proper direction upon the unobstructed portion 
of the roadway within a distance as to constitute an immediate hazard.
 (d) Upon a roadway divided into three marked lanes for traffic under the rules 
applicable on the roadway under ORS 811.380.
 (e) Upon a roadway restricted to one-way traffic.
 (3) The offense described in this section, failure to drive on the right, is a Class 
B traffic violation. [1983 c.338 §615; 1991 c.482 §15]

 811.300 Failure to drive on right of approaching vehicle; exceptions; 
penalty. (1) A person commits the offense of failure to drive on the right of an 
approaching vehicle if the person is operating a vehicle upon a roadway having 
width for not more than one lane of traffic in each direction and the person does not:
 (a) Pass to the right of any other vehicle proceeding on the roadway in the 
opposite direction; and
 (b) Give to the other at least one-half of the main traveled portion of the roadway 
as nearly as possible.
 (2) This section does not apply to a person operating a vehicle as otherwise 
directed by a traffic control device.
 (3) The offense described in this section, failure to drive on the right of an 
approaching vehicle, is a Class B traffic violation. [1983 c.338 §616]

 811.305 Driving on left on curve or grade or at intersection or rail crossing; 
exceptions; penalty. (1) A person commits the offense of driving on the left on 
a curve or grade or at an intersection or rail crossing if the person is operating 
a vehicle upon any two-way roadway where traffic is permitted to move in both 
directions simultaneously and the person drives on the left side of the center of the 
roadway:
 (a) Upon any part of a grade or upon a curve in the roadway where the driver’s 
view is obstructed for such a distance as to create a hazard in the event another 
vehicle might approach from the opposite direction;
 (b) When approaching an intersection or railroad grade crossing where the 
driver’s view is obstructed for such a distance as to create a hazard in the event 
another vehicle might approach from the opposite direction; or
 (c) At any intersection or railroad grade crossing.
 (2) This section does not prohibit a person from driving on the left side of the 
center of a roadway under the following circumstances:
 (a) When the right half of the roadway is obstructed or closed to traffic while 
under construction or repair; or
 (b) When a driver makes a lawful left turn.
 (3) The offense described in this section, driving on the left on a curve or grade 
or at an intersection or rail crossing, is a Class B traffic violation. [1983 c.338 §617]

 811.310 Crossing center line on two-way, four-lane road; exceptions; 
penalty. (1) A person commits the offense of crossing the center line on a two-way, 
four-lane road if the person is operating a vehicle on a two-way roadway that has 
four or more lanes for moving traffic and the person drives to the left of the center 
line of the roadway.
 (2) A person is not prohibited from driving to the left of the center line of a 
roadway by this section under the following circumstances:
 (a) When authorized by a traffic control device designating certain lanes to the 
left side of the center of the roadway for use by traffic.
 (b) When an obstruction or condition exists making it necessary to drive to the 
left of the center of the roadway, provided that a driver doing so shall yield the right 
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of way to all vehicles traveling in the proper direction upon the unobstructed portion 
of the roadway within a distance as to constitute an immediate hazard.
 (c) When making a left turn at an intersection, alley or private road or driveway.
 (3) The offense described in this section, crossing the center line on a two-way, 
four-lane road, is a Class B traffic violation. [1983 c.338 §618]

 811.315 Failure of slow driver to drive on right; exceptions; penalty. (1) A 
person commits the offense of failure of a slow driver to drive on the right if the 
person is operating a vehicle upon a roadway at less than the normal speed of 
traffic at the time and place and under the conditions then existing and the person 
fails to drive:
 (a) In the right-hand lane available for traffic; or
 (b) As close as practicable to the right-hand curb or edge of the roadway.
 (2) This section does not apply under any of the following circumstances:
 (a) When overtaking and passing another vehicle proceeding in the same 
direction under the rules governing passing in ORS 811.410 to 811.425.
 (b) When preparing to turn left at an intersection, alley or private road or 
driveway.
 (3) The offense described in this section, failure of slow driver to drive on the 
right, is a Class B traffic violation. [1983 c.338 §619; 1995 c.383 §57]

 811.320 Failure to drive to right on divided highway; exceptions; penalty. 
(1) A person commits the offense of failure to drive to the right on a divided highway 
if the person is operating a vehicle upon a highway divided into two or more 
roadways by means of an intervening space or by a physical barrier or clearly 
indicated dividing section so constructed as to impede vehicular traffic and the 
person does not drive only upon the right-hand roadway.
 (2) This section does not apply if a person is operating a vehicle in accordance 
with traffic control devices or the directions of a police officer that differ from the 
requirements of this section.
 (3) The offense described in this section, failure to drive to the right on a divided 
highway, is a Class B traffic violation. [1983 c.338 §620]

 811.325 Failure to keep camper, trailer or truck in right lane; exceptions; 
penalty. (1) A person commits the offense of failure to keep a camper, trailer or 
truck in the right lane if the person is operating any of the vehicles described in this 
subsection and the person does not drive in the right lane of all roadways having 
two or more lanes for traffic proceeding in a single direction. This subsection applies 
to all of the following vehicles:
 (a) Any camper.
 (b) Any vehicle with a trailer.
 (c) Any vehicle with a registration weight of 10,000 pounds or more.
 (2) This section does not require the described vehicles to be driven in the right 
lane under any of the following circumstances:
 (a) When overtaking and passing another vehicle proceeding in the same 
direction under the rules governing this movement in ORS 811.410 to 811.425 when 
such movement can be made without interfering with the passage of other vehicles.
 (b) When preparing to turn left.
 (c) When reasonably necessary in response to emergency conditions.
 (d) To avoid actual or potential traffic moving onto the right lane from an 
acceleration or merging lane.
 (e) When necessary to follow traffic control devices that direct use of a lane 
other than the right lane.
 (3) The offense described in this section, failure to keep camper, trailer or truck 
in the right lane, is a Class B traffic violation. [1983 c.338 §621; 1989 c.723 §18; 
1995 c.383 §58; 2005 c.770 §7]
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 811.330 Driving wrong way around traffic island; penalty. (1) A person 
commits the offense of driving the wrong way around a traffic island if the person is 
operating a vehicle and the person drives the vehicle around a rotary traffic island in 
any direction except to the right of the island.
 (2) The offense described in this section, driving the wrong way around a traffic 
island, is a Class B traffic violation. [1983 c.338 §622]

(Turning)

 811.335 Unlawful or unsignaled turn; penalty. (1) A person commits the 
offense of making an unlawful or unsignaled turn if the person is operating a vehicle 
upon a highway and the person turns the vehicle right or left when:
 (a) The movement cannot be made with reasonable safety; or
 (b) The person fails to give an appropriate signal continuously during not less 
than the last 100 feet traveled by the vehicle before turning.
 (2) Appropriate signals for use while turning are as designated under ORS 
811.395 and 811.400.
 (3) The offense described in this section, making an unlawful or unsignaled turn, 
is a Class D traffic violation. [1983 c.338 §623; 1995 c.383 §59]

 811.340 Improperly executed left turn; penalty. (1) A person commits the 
offense of making an improperly executed left turn if the person operates a vehicle 
and is intending to turn the vehicle to the left and the person does not:
 (a) Approach the turn in the extreme left-hand lane lawfully available to traffic 
moving in the direction of travel of the turning vehicle;
 (b) Make the left turn to the left of the center of the intersection whenever 
practicable; and
 (c) Except as otherwise allowed by ORS 811.346, leave the intersection or other 
location in the extreme left-hand lane lawfully available to traffic moving in the same 
direction as such vehicle on the roadway being entered.
 (2) The offense described in this section, improperly executing a left turn, is a 
Class B traffic violation. [1983 c.338 §624; 1985 c.16 §312; 1995 c.383 §60; 1997 
c.468 §3]

 811.345 Failure to use special left turn lane; penalty. (1) A person commits 
the offense of failure to use a special left turn lane if the person is operating a 
vehicle where a special lane for making left turns by drivers proceeding in opposite 
directions has been indicated by traffic control devices and the person turns the 
vehicle left from any other lane.
 (2) The offense described in this section, failure to use special left turn lane, is a 
Class B traffic violation. [1983 c.338 §625; 1995 c.383 §61]

 811.346 Misuse of special left turn lane; penalty. (1) A person commits the 
offense of misuse of a special left turn lane if the person uses a special left turn 
lane for anything other than making a left turn either into or from the special left turn 
lane.
 (2) A person who turns into a special left turn lane from an alley, driveway or 
other entrance to the highway that has the special left turn lane is in violation of this 
section if the person does anything other than stop in the lane and merge into traffic 
in the lane immediately to the right of the person’s vehicle.
 (3) As used in ORS 811.345 and this section, a “special left turn lane” is 
a median lane that is marked for left turns by drivers proceeding in opposite 
directions.
 (4) The offense described in this section, misuse of a special left turn lane, is a 
Class B traffic violation. [1997 c.468 §2]
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 811.350 Dangerous left turn; penalty. (1) A person commits the offense of 
making a dangerous left turn if the person:
 (a) Is operating a vehicle;
 (b) Intends to turn the vehicle to the left within an intersection or into an alley, 
private road, driveway or place from a highway; and
 (c) Does not yield the right of way to a vehicle approaching from the opposite 
direction that is within the intersection or so close as to constitute an immediate 
hazard.
 (2) The offense described in this section, dangerous left turn, is a Class B traffic 
violation. [1983 c.338 §626; 1985 c.16 §313]

 811.355 Improperly executed right turn; penalty. (1) A person commits the 
offense of making an improperly executed right turn if the person is operating a 
vehicle, is intending to turn the vehicle to the right and does not proceed as close 
as practicable to the right-hand curb or edge of the roadway:
 (a) In making the approach for a right turn; and
 (b) In making the right turn.
 (2) The offense described in this section, improperly executed right turn, is a 
Class B traffic violation. [1983 c.338 §627; 1995 c.383 §62]

 811.360 Vehicle turns permitted at stop light; proceeding against traffic 
control device; improperly proceeding at stop light; penalty. (1) The driver of 
a vehicle, subject to this section, who is intending to turn at an intersection where 
there is a traffic control device showing a steady circular red signal, a steady red 
bicycle signal or a steady red arrow signal may do any of the following without 
violating ORS 811.260 and 811.265:
 (a) Make a right turn into a two-way street.
 (b) Make a right or left turn into a one-way street in the direction of traffic upon 
the one-way street.
 (2) In addition to the provisions of subsection (1) of this section, a bicyclist or 
motorcyclist does not violate ORS 811.260 and 811.265 if:
 (a) The bicyclist or motorcyclist approaches an intersection where there is a 
traffic control device showing a steady circular red signal, a steady red bicycle 
signal or a steady red arrow signal;
 (b) The traffic control device is controlled by a vehicle detection device;
 (c) The bicyclist or motorcyclist comes to a complete stop and waits for the traffic 
control device to complete one full cycle; and
 (d) After the vehicle detection device fails to detect the presence of the bicycle 
or motorcycle and change the traffic control device to a green signal, the bicyclist or 
motorcyclist proceeds with caution through the intersection.
 (3) A person commits the offense of improperly proceeding at a stop light if the 
person does any of the following while proceeding as described in this section:
 (a) Fails to stop at the light as required.
 (b) Fails to exercise caution to avoid an accident.
 (c) Disobeys the directions of another traffic control device, other than the device 
described in subsections (1) and (2) of this section, or a police officer that prohibits 
the driver, motorcyclist or bicyclist from proceeding.
 (d) Fails to yield the right of way to traffic lawfully within the intersection or 
approaching so close to the intersection as to constitute an immediate hazard.
 (4) A driver, motorcyclist or bicyclist who is proceeding as described in this 
section is also subject to the requirements under ORS 811.028 to stop for a 
pedestrian before proceeding.
 (5) The offense described in this section, improperly proceeding at a stop light, 
is a Class B traffic violation. [1983 c.338 §628; 1997 c.507 §7; 2003 c.278 §7; 2005 
c.746 §3; 2011 c.168 §2; 2015 c.147 §1]
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 811.365 Illegal U-turn; penalty. (1) A person commits the offense of making an 
illegal U-turn if the person is operating a vehicle and the person turns the vehicle so 
as to proceed in the opposite direction in any of the following places:
 (a) Within an intersection where traffic is controlled by an electrical signal. This 
paragraph does not apply where posted otherwise.
 (b) Upon a highway within the limits of an incorporated city between 
intersections.
 (c) At any place upon a highway where the vehicle cannot be seen by another 
driver approaching from either direction within a distance of:
 (A) 500 feet within the incorporated limits of a city; or
 (B) 1,000 feet outside a city.
 (2) The offense described in this section, illegal U-turn, is a Class C traffic 
violation unless commission of the offense contributes to an accident. If commission 
of the offense contributes to an accident, the offense is a Class B traffic violation. 
[1983 c.338 §629; 1995 c.383 §63]

(Lane Use)

 811.370 Failure to drive within lane; exception; penalty. (1) Except as 
provided in subsection (2) of this section, a person commits the offense of failure 
to drive within a lane if the person is operating a vehicle upon a roadway that is 
divided into two or more clearly marked lanes for traffic and the driver does not:
 (a) Operate the vehicle as nearly as practicable entirely within a single lane; and
 (b) Refrain from moving from that lane until the driver has first made certain that 
the movement can be made with safety.
 (2) A person who operates a commercial motor vehicle within a multilane 
roundabout that is divided into two or more clearly marked lanes for traffic may 
operate the commercial motor vehicle in more than one lane when it is not 
practicable to remain entirely within one lane.
 (3) The offense described in this section, failure to drive within a lane, is a Class 
B traffic violation. [1983 c.338 §630; 2011 c.85 §2]

 811.375 Unlawful or unsignaled change of lane; penalty. (1) A person 
commits the offense of unlawful or unsignaled change of lanes if the person is 
operating a vehicle upon a highway and the person changes lanes by moving to the 
right or left upon the highway when:
 (a) The movement cannot be made with reasonable safety; or
 (b) The driver fails to give an appropriate signal continuously during not less 
than the last 100 feet traveled by the vehicle before changing lanes.
 (2) Appropriate signals for use while changing lanes are as designated under 
ORS 811.395 and 811.400.
 (3) The offense described in this section, unlawful or unsignaled change of lane, 
is a Class D traffic violation. [1983 c.338 §631; 1995 c.383 §64]

 811.380 Improper use of center lane on three-lane road; penalty. (1) A 
person commits the offense of improper use of the center lane on a three-lane 
road if the person is operating a vehicle upon a roadway divided into three clearly 
marked lanes for traffic with two-way movement of traffic permitted on the roadway 
and the person operates the vehicle in the center lane under any circumstances 
other than as permitted under the following:
 (a) The driver may drive in the center lane when the center lane is allocated 
exclusively to traffic moving in the same direction that the driver is proceeding by a 
traffic control device directing the lane allocation.
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 (b) The driver may drive in the center lane when the driver is overtaking and 
passing a vehicle proceeding in the same direction and the center lane is clear of 
traffic within a safe distance.
 (c) The driver may drive in the center lane when making a left turn.
 (2) The offense described in this section, improper use of center lane on three-
lane road, is a Class B traffic violation. [1983 c.338 §632]

 811.385 Depriving motorcycle or moped of full lane; penalty. (1) A person 
commits the offense of depriving a motorcycle or moped of a full lane if the person 
operates a motor vehicle upon a roadway laned for traffic in a manner that prevents 
a moped operator or motorcyclist from full use of a lane.
 (2) This section does not apply to operators of motorcycles or mopeds whose 
use of lanes is controlled by ORS 814.240 and 814.250.
 (3) The offense described in this section, depriving a motorcycle or moped of a 
full lane, is a Class B traffic violation. [1983 c.338 §685]

(Signaling)

 811.390 Unlawful use of lights to signal for passing; penalty. (1) A person 
commits the offense of unlawful use of lights to signal for passing if the person is 
operating a vehicle and the person flashes any lights as a courtesy or “do pass” 
signal to other drivers approaching from the rear.
 (2) The offense described in this section, unlawful use of lights to signal for 
passing, is a Class D traffic violation. [1983 c.338 §633; 1995 c.383 §65]

 811.395 Appropriate signals for stopping, turning, changing lanes and 
decelerating. This section establishes appropriate signals, for purposes of the 
vehicle code, for use when signals are required while stopping, turning, changing 
lanes or suddenly decelerating a vehicle. This section does not authorize the use 
of only hand and arm signals when the use of signal lights is required under ORS 
811.405. Vehicle lighting equipment described in this section is vehicle lighting 
equipment for which standards are established under ORS 816.100 and 816.120. 
Appropriate signals are as follows:
 (1) To indicate a left turn either of the following:
 (a) Hand and arm extended horizontally from the left side of the vehicle.
 (b) Activation of front and rear turn signal lights on the left side of the vehicle.
 (2) To indicate a right turn either of the following:
 (a) Hand and arm extended upward from the left side of the vehicle. A person 
who is operating a bicycle is not in violation of this paragraph if the person signals a 
right turn by extending the person’s right hand and arm horizontally.
 (b) Activation of front and rear turn signal lights on the right side of the vehicle.
 (3) To indicate a stop or a decrease in speed either of the following:
 (a) Hand and arm extended downward from the left side of the vehicle; or
 (b) Activation of brake lights on the vehicle.
 (4) Change of lane by activation of both front and rear turn signal lights on the 
side of the vehicle toward which the change of lane is made. [1983 c.338 §635; 
1985 c.16 §314]

 811.400 Failure to use appropriate signal for turn, lane change, stop or exit 
from roundabout; penalty. (1) A person commits the offense of failure to use an 
appropriate signal for a turn, lane change or stop or for an exit from a roundabout 
if the person does not make the appropriate signal under ORS 811.395 by use of 
signal lamps or hand signals and the person is operating a vehicle that is:
 (a) Turning, changing lanes, stopping or suddenly decelerating; or
 (b) Exiting from any position within a roundabout.
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 (2) This section does not authorize the use of only hand signals to signal a turn, 
change of lane, stop or deceleration when the use of signal lights is required under 
ORS 811.405.
 (3) The offense described in this section, failure to use appropriate signal for 
a turn, lane change or stop or for an exit from a roundabout, is a Class B traffic 
violation. [1983 c.338 §634; 1995 c.383 §66; 2001 c.464 §6]

 811.405 Failure to signal with lights; exceptions; penalty. (1) A person 
commits the offense of failure to signal with lights when required if a person is 
operating a vehicle and does not use the vehicle lighting equipment described 
under ORS 811.395 to signal when turning, changing lanes, stopping or suddenly 
decelerating under any of the following circumstances:
 (a) During limited visibility conditions.
 (b) At any time the person is operating a vehicle or combination of vehicles in 
which the distance from the center of the top of the steering post to the left outside 
limit of the body, cab or load of the vehicle is greater than 24 inches.
 (c) At any time the person is operating a vehicle or combination of vehicles in 
which the distance from the center of the top of the steering post to the rear limit of 
the body or load is greater than 14 feet.
 (2) This section does not require the driver of a moped or bicycle that is not 
equipped with lighting equipment to use lighting equipment when required by this 
section. A driver of such moped or bicycle shall signal by means of appropriate 
hand and arm signals described under ORS 811.395 without violation of this 
section.
 (3) The offense described in this section, failure to signal with lights when 
required, is a Class D traffic violation. [1983 c.338 §636; 1985 c.16 §315; 1995 
c.383 §67]

(Passing)

 811.410 Unsafe passing on left; penalty. (1) A person commits the offense of 
unsafe passing on the left if the person violates any of the following requirements 
concerning the overtaking and passing of vehicles:
 (a) The driver of a vehicle that is overtaking any other vehicle proceeding in the 
same direction shall pass to the left of the other vehicle at a safe distance and shall 
not again drive to the right side of the roadway until safely clear of the overtaken 
vehicle.
 (b) Except when overtaking and passing on the right is permitted under ORS 
811.415, the driver of an overtaken vehicle shall give way to the right in favor of an 
overtaking vehicle and shall not increase the speed of the overtaken vehicle until 
completely passed by the overtaking vehicle.
 (c) The driver of a vehicle shall not drive to the left side of the center of the 
roadway in overtaking and passing a vehicle proceeding in the same direction 
unless the left side is clearly visible and is free of oncoming traffic for a sufficient 
distance ahead to permit the overtaking and passing to be completed without 
interfering with the operation of a vehicle approaching from the opposite direction or 
a vehicle overtaken.
 (d) An overtaking vehicle shall return to an authorized lane of traffic as soon as 
practicable.
 (2) This section does not authorize driving on the left side of the center of the 
road when prohibited under the following:
 (a) Limitations on driving on the left of the center of a roadway under ORS 
811.305.
 (b) Passing in a no passing zone under ORS 811.420.
 (c) ORS 811.295, 811.300 and 811.310 to 811.325 that require driving on the right.
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 (3) The offense described in this section, unsafe passing on the left, is a Class B 
traffic violation. [1983 c.338 §637; 1987 c.158 §168a]

 811.415 Unsafe passing on right; penalty. (1) A person commits the offense of 
unsafe passing on the right if the person:
 (a) Drives a vehicle to overtake and pass upon the right of another vehicle at 
any time not permitted under this section.
 (b) Drives a vehicle to overtake and pass upon the right of another vehicle at 
any time by driving off the paved portion of the highway.
 (2) For purposes of this section, a person may drive a vehicle to overtake and 
pass upon the right of another vehicle under any of the following circumstances:
 (a) Overtaking and passing upon the right is permitted if:
 (A) The overtaken vehicle is making or the driver has signaled an intention to 
make a left turn;
 (B) The paved portion of the highway is of sufficient width to allow two or more 
lanes of vehicles to proceed lawfully in the same direction as the overtaking vehicle; 
and
 (C) The roadway ahead of the overtaking vehicle is unobstructed for a sufficient 
distance to permit passage by the overtaking vehicle to be made in safety.
 (b) Overtaking and passing upon the right is permitted if the overtaken vehicle 
is proceeding along a roadway in the left lane of two or more clearly marked 
lanes allocated exclusively to vehicular traffic moving in the same direction as the 
overtaking driver.
 (c) Overtaking and passing upon the right is permitted if the overtaking vehicle 
is a bicycle that may safely make the passage under the existing conditions.
 (3) The offense described in this section, unsafe passing on the right, is a Class 
B traffic violation. [1983 c.338 §638; 1987 c.158 §169; 2005 c.316 §1]

 811.420 Passing in no passing zone; exceptions; penalty. (1) A person 
commits the offense of passing in a no passing zone if the person drives a vehicle 
on the left side of a roadway in a no passing zone that has been established and 
designated to prohibit such movements by appropriate signs or markings posted on 
the roadway.
 (2) The authority to establish and post no passing zones for purposes of this 
section is established under ORS 810.120.
 (3) The provisions of this section do not apply under any of the following 
circumstances:
 (a) When a driver turns left into or from an alley, intersection, private road or 
driveway.
 (b) When an obstruction or condition exists making it necessary to drive to the 
left of the center of the roadway provided that a driver doing so shall yield the right 
of way to all vehicles traveling in the proper direction upon the unobstructed portion 
of the roadway within a distance that would constitute an immediate hazard.
 (4) The offense described in this section, passing in a no passing zone, is a 
Class B traffic violation. [1983 c.338 §639; 1985 c.16 §316]

 811.425 Failure of slower driver to yield to overtaking vehicle; penalty. (1) A 
person commits the offense of failure of a slower driver to yield to overtaking vehicle 
if the person is driving a vehicle and the person fails to move the person’s vehicle 
off the main traveled portion of the highway into an area sufficient for safe turnout 
when:
 (a) The driver of the overtaken vehicle is proceeding at a speed less than a 
speed established in ORS 811.105 as prima facie evidence of violation of the basic 
speed rule;
 (b) The driver of the overtaking vehicle is proceeding at a speed in conformity 
with ORS 811.105;
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 (c) The highway is a two directional, two-lane highway; and
 (d) There is no clear lane for passing available to the driver of the overtaking 
vehicle.
 (2) This section does not apply to the driver of a vehicle in a funeral procession.
 (3) The offense described in this section, failure of a slower driver to yield to 
overtaking vehicle, is a Class B traffic violation. [1983 c.338 §640; 1991 c.482 §16; 
1995 c.383 §68; 2001 c.104 §307; 2003 c.819 §15]

(Prohibited Places)

 811.430 Driving on highway divider; exceptions; penalty. (1) A person 
commits the offense of driving on a highway divider if the person drives a vehicle 
over, across or within a dividing space, barrier or section that is an intervening 
space, physical barrier or clearly indicated dividing section so constructed as to 
impede vehicular traffic and that divides a highway into two or more roadways.
 (2) For purposes of this section, a “dividing space” includes pavement markings 
of solid double yellow lines with yellow cross-hatching between the double yellow 
lines.
 (3) This section does not apply when the movement of a vehicle that is 
otherwise prohibited by this section is made:
 (a) At an authorized crossover or intersection; or
 (b) At the specific direction of a road authority.
 (4) The offense described in this section, driving on a highway divider, is a Class 
B traffic violation. [1983 c.338 §642; 2011 c.330 §25]

 811.435 Operation of motor vehicle on bicycle trail; exemptions; penalty. (1) 
A person commits the offense of operation of a motor vehicle on a bicycle trail if the 
person operates a motor vehicle upon a bicycle lane or a bicycle path.
 (2) Exemptions to this section are provided under ORS 811.440.
 (3) This section is not applicable to mopeds. ORS 811.440 and 814.210 control 
the operation and use of mopeds on bicycle lanes and paths.
 (4) The offense described in this section, operation of a motor vehicle on a 
bicycle trail, is a Class B traffic violation. [1983 c.338 §643]

 811.440 When motor vehicles may operate on bicycle lane. This section 
provides exemptions from the prohibitions under ORS 811.435 and 814.210 against 
operating motor vehicles on bicycle lanes and paths. The following vehicles are not 
subject to ORS 811.435 and 814.210 under the circumstances described:
 (1) A person may operate a moped on a bicycle lane that is immediately 
adjacent to the roadway only while the moped is being exclusively powered by 
human power.
 (2) A person may operate a motor vehicle upon a bicycle lane when:
 (a) Making a turn;
 (b) Entering or leaving an alley, private road or driveway; or
 (c) Required in the course of official duty.
 (3) An implement of husbandry may momentarily cross into a bicycle lane to 
permit other vehicles to overtake and pass the implement of husbandry.
 (4) A person may operate a motorized wheelchair on a bicycle lane or path.
 (5) A person may operate a motor assisted scooter on a bicycle lane or path.
 (6) A person may operate an electric personal assistive mobility device on a 
bicycle lane or path. [1983 c.338 §645; 1991 c.417 §1; 2001 c.749 §24; 2003 c.341 
§8]

 811.445 Use of throughway when prohibited; penalty. (1) A person commits 
the offense of use of a throughway when prohibited if any use restrictions or 
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prohibitions are posted by appropriate signs giving notice thereof and the person 
violates any restriction or prohibition so posted.
 (2) The authority to impose restrictions and prohibitions for purposes of this 
section is granted under ORS 810.020.
 (3) The offense described in this section, use of throughway when prohibited, is 
a Class D traffic violation. [1983 c.338 §646; 1995 c.383 §69]

 811.450 Violation of posted truck routes; defense; penalty. (1) A person 
commits the offense of violation of posted truck routes if appropriate signs 
designating truck routes are posted and the person does not operate a vehicle in 
compliance with the posted requirements.
 (2) Authority to establish and change truck routes for purposes of this section is 
established in ORS 810.040.
 (3) It is a defense to a charge of violation of this section if the person so 
charged can establish that the person could not reach the person’s destination 
without traveling upon the street, road or highway prohibited under the posted 
requirements.
 (4) The offense described in this section, violation of posted truck routes, is a 
Class B traffic violation. [1983 c.338 §647; 1985 c.393 §39; 1995 c.383 §70]

(Rail Crossings)

 811.455 Failure to stop for railroad signal; penalty. (1) A person commits the 
offense of failure to stop for a railroad signal if the person fails to comply with any of 
the following requirements:
 (a) A person who is driving a vehicle must stop the vehicle at a clearly marked 
stop line on the near side of a railroad crossing or, if there is no clearly marked stop 
line, not less than 15 feet nor more than 50 feet from the nearest rail of the crossing 
under any of the following circumstances:
 (A) When a clearly visible electric or mechanical signal is given by a device that 
warns of the immediate approach of a railroad train or other on-track equipment.
 (B) Upon the lowering of a crossing gate.
 (C) When a signal given by a flagger or police officer indicates the approach or 
passage of a railroad train or other on-track equipment.
 (D) When an approaching train or other on-track equipment is clearly visible and 
because of its nearness to the crossing is an immediate hazard.
 (E) When an audible signal is given by an approaching railroad train or other 
on-track equipment because its speed or nearness to the crossing is an immediate 
hazard.
 (b) A driver who has stopped for the passing of a train or other on-track 
equipment at a railroad grade crossing in accordance with the provisions of this 
section may not proceed across the railroad tracks until the driver can do so safely.
 (c) A person may not drive any vehicle through, around or under a crossing 
gate or barrier at a railroad crossing while the gate or barrier is closed or is being 
opened or closed.
 (2) The offense described in this section, failure to stop for a railroad signal, is a 
Class B traffic violation. [1983 c.338 §648; 1985 c.16 §317; 1995 c.383 §71; 1997 
c.249 §232; 2001 c.492 §3; 2017 c.176 §1]

 811.460 Failure to follow rail crossing procedures for high-risk vehicles; 
application; penalty. (1) A person commits the offense of failure to follow rail 
crossing procedures for high-risk vehicles if the person takes any vehicle described 
in this section across any railroad or rail fixed guideway public transportation 
system tracks at grade without doing all of the following:
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 (a) Stopping the vehicle at a clearly marked stop line or, if there is not a clearly 
marked stop line, not less than 15 feet nor more than 50 feet from the nearest rail of 
the railroad or rail fixed guideway public transportation system.
 (b) While so stopped, listening and looking in both directions along the tracks 
for approaching trains, other on-track equipment or rail fixed guideway public 
transportation system vehicles and for signals indicating approaching trains, other 
on-track equipment or rail fixed guideway public transportation system vehicles.
 (c) Proceeding across the tracks after stopping only when such movement can 
be performed safely in the gear of the motor vehicle that does not require manually 
changing gears while proceeding.
 (d) Proceeding across the tracks without manually changing gears.
 (2) This section applies to the following vehicles when moved across railroad or 
rail fixed guideway public transportation system tracks:
 (a) A school bus.
 (b) A school activity vehicle with a loaded weight of 10,000 pounds or more.
 (c) A worker transport bus.
 (d) Any bus operated for transporting children to and from church or an activity 
or function authorized by a church.
 (e) Any vehicle used in the transportation of persons for hire by a nonprofit entity.
 (f) A commercial bus.
 (g) A motor vehicle carrying as a cargo or part of a cargo any explosive 
substance, inflammable liquids, corrosives or similar substances or any cargo that 
the Department of Transportation determines to be hazardous. For purposes of 
this paragraph, the department may only determine a substance to be hazardous 
by rule. Any rules adopted by the department to determine hazardous substances 
must be consistent with substances classified as hazardous by the United States 
Secretary of Transportation.
 (h) A tank vehicle, whether loaded or empty, used for the transportation of any 
hazardous material.
 (3) Exemptions to this section are provided under ORS 811.465.
 (4) The offense described in this section, failure to follow rail crossing 
procedures for high-risk vehicles, is a Class B traffic violation. [1983 c.338 §649; 
1985 c.16 §318; 1985 c.420 §9; 1989 c.992 §20; 1995 c.383 §72; 1995 c.733 §49; 
2001 c.104 §308; 2001 c.492 §4; 2001 c.522 §5; 2015 c.283 §6; 2017 c.46 §6; 2017 
c.176 §2]

 811.462 Failure of operator of commercial motor vehicle to slow down and 
check tracks; penalty. (1) A person commits the offense of failure of the operator 
of a commercial motor vehicle to slow down and check that tracks are clear of an 
approaching train or other on-track equipment if the person:
 (a) Is operating a commercial motor vehicle that is not required by ORS 811.460 
to stop before reaching a rail crossing;
 (b) Is approaching a rail crossing at grade; and
 (c) Fails to slow down and check that the tracks are clear of an approaching 
train or other on-track equipment before proceeding across the railroad tracks.
 (2) The offense described in this section, failure of the operator of a commercial 
motor vehicle to slow down and check that tracks are clear of an approaching train 
or other on-track equipment, is a Class B traffic violation. [2001 c.492 §7; 2017 
c.176 §3]

 811.465 Exemptions from high-risk vehicle rail crossing procedures. This 
section establishes exemptions from the special crossing procedures established 
for high-risk vehicles under ORS 811.460. The exemptions are partial or complete 
as described in the following:
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 (1) The vehicles are not required to comply with the procedures at a crossing of 
a street or highway and rail fixed guideway public transportation system tracks if:
 (a) The rail fixed guideway public transportation system vehicles operate within 
and parallel to the right of way of a street or highway; and
 (b) All vehicle movements are controlled by traffic control devices.
 (2) The vehicles are not required to comply with the procedures when crossing 
any railway tracks upon which operation has been abandoned and for which the 
Department of Transportation has plainly marked that no stop need be made.
 (3) The vehicles are not required to comply with the procedures when crossing 
industry track crossings across which train operations are required by law to be 
conducted under flag protection.
 (4) The vehicles are not required to comply with the procedures when crossing 
industry track crossings within business districts.
 (5) Vehicles are not required to comply with the procedures when crossing any 
crossing where an officer directs traffic to proceed or where an operating traffic 
control signal indicates that other traffic may proceed.
 (6) Vehicles are not required to comply with the procedures when crossing any 
crossing protected by crossing gates. The exemption under this subsection does 
not apply to:
 (a) School buses or school activity vehicles that are required to stop at crossings 
with crossing gates under ORS 811.460;
 (b) Tank vehicles, whether loaded or empty, used to transport hazardous 
materials;
 (c) Vehicles transporting any hazardous material requiring the vehicle to be 
placarded; or
 (d) High-risk vehicles described in ORS 811.460 that are not otherwise 
described in this subsection, when operating in interstate commerce.
 (7) Except when a train, other on-track equipment or rail fixed guideway public 
transportation system vehicle is approaching, the driver of a commercial bus is 
not required to stop at crossings where the Department of Transportation has 
determined and plainly marked that no stop need be made. [1983 c.338 §650; 1985 
c.420 §10; 2001 c.522 §6; 2003 c.589 §6; 2009 c.551 §2; 2017 c.46 §7; 2017 c.176 
§4]

 811.470 Improper movement of heavy equipment across rail crossing; 
application; penalty. (1) A person commits the offense of improper movement 
of heavy equipment across a rail crossing if the person operates or moves any 
equipment described in this section upon or across any tracks at a railroad or rail 
fixed guideway public transportation system grade crossing without complying with 
any of the following:
 (a) Before moving across the tracks, the person must give notice of an intended 
crossing to a responsible officer of the railroad or rail fixed guideway public 
transportation system in time for protection to be given.
 (b) Where the railroad or rail fixed guideway public transportation system has 
provided a flagger, the person operating or moving such equipment shall obey the 
direction of the flagger.
 (c) The person operating or moving such equipment must do all of the following:
 (A) The person must stop before making the crossing at a clearly marked line or, 
if there is no clearly marked line, not less than 15 feet nor more than 50 feet from 
the nearest rail.
 (B) While so stopped, the person must look and listen in both directions along 
the tracks for approaching trains or other on-track equipment.
 (C) The person may not proceed across the tracks unless the crossing can be 
made safely.
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 (2) This section applies to the operation of movement across railroad or rail fixed 
guideway public transportation system tracks of any crawler-type tractor, steam 
shovel, derrick, roller or any equipment or structure having a normal operating 
speed of 10 miles per hour or less or a vertical body or load clearance of less than 
one-half inch per foot of the distance between any two adjacent axles or in any 
event of less than nine inches, measured above the level surface of a roadway.
 (3) The offense described in this section, improper movement of heavy 
equipment across a rail crossing, is a Class B traffic violation. [1983 c.338 §651; 
1985 c.16 §319; 1995 c.383 §73; 1997 c.249 §233; 2001 c.522 §7; 2017 c.46 §8; 
2017 c.176 §5]

 811.475 Obstructing rail crossing; penalty. (1) A person commits the offense 
of obstructing a rail crossing if the person is operating a vehicle and the person 
does either of the following:
 (a) Drives onto any railroad or rail fixed guideway public transportation system 
grade crossing when there is not sufficient space on the other side of the railroad or 
rail fixed guideway public transportation system grade crossing to accommodate the 
vehicle the person is operating without obstructing the passage of other vehicles, 
pedestrians, railroad trains, other on-track equipment or rail fixed guideway public 
transportation system vehicles; or
 (b) While driving a commercial motor vehicle, fails to negotiate the rail crossing 
because of insufficient undercarriage clearance.
 (2) The offense described in this section is applicable whether or not a traffic 
control device indicates to proceed.
 (3) The offense described in this section, obstructing rail crossings, is a Class B 
traffic violation. [1983 c.338 §652; 1995 c.383 §74; 2001 c.492 §5; 2001 c.522 §8; 
2017 c.46 §9; 2017 c.176 §7]

(Miscellaneous)

 811.480 Illegal backing; penalty. (1) A person commits the offense of illegal 
backing if the person backs a vehicle the person is driving when it is not safe to do 
so or when it causes interference with other traffic upon a highway.
 (2) The offense described in this section, illegal backing, is a Class D traffic 
violation. [1983 c.338 §653; 1995 c.383 §75]

 811.481 [2015 c.1 §73; repealed by 2016 c.24 §76]
 811.482 Use of marijuana in motor vehicle; penalty. (1) As used in this section:
 (a) “Consumes” includes the inhalation of smoke from a marijuana item by a 
driver or passenger of a motor vehicle.
 (b) “Marijuana item” has the meaning given that term in ORS 475C.009.
 (2) A person commits the offense of use of marijuana in a motor vehicle if the 
person consumes in any manner a marijuana item while in a motor vehicle when 
the motor vehicle is upon a highway.
 (3) This section does not apply to passengers in a motor vehicle that is operated 
by a common carrier and used primarily to carry passengers for hire.
 (4) Use of marijuana in a motor vehicle is a Class B traffic violation. [2016 c.24 
§49]
 Note: 811.482 was added to and made a part of the Oregon Vehicle Code by 
legislative action but was not added to ORS chapter 811 or any series therein. See 
Preface to Oregon Revised Statutes for further explanation.
 811.483 Safety corridors; penalty. (1) The Department of Transportation shall 
post signs in safety corridors chosen by the department indicating that fines for 
traffic offenses committed in those safety corridors will be doubled.
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 (2)(a) The presumptive fine for a person charged with an offense that is listed 
in subsection (3)(a) or (b) of this section and that is committed in a safety corridor 
chosen by the department under subsection (1) of this section shall be the amount 
established under ORS 153.020.
 (b) The minimum fine for a person convicted of a misdemeanor offense that is 
listed in subsection (3)(c) to (g) of this section and that is committed in a safety 
corridor is 20 percent of the maximum fine established for the offense.
 (c) The minimum fine for a person convicted of a felony offense that is listed in 
subsection (3)(c) to (g) of this section and that is committed in a safety corridor is 
two percent of the maximum fine established for the offense.
 (3) This section applies to the following offenses if committed in the designated 
safety corridors:
 (a) Class A or Class B traffic violations.
 (b) Class C or Class D traffic violations related to exceeding a legal speed.
 (c) Reckless driving, as defined in ORS 811.140.
 (d) Driving while under the influence of intoxicants, as defined in ORS 813.010.
 (e) Failure to perform the duties of a driver involved in a collision, as described 
in ORS 811.700 or 811.705.
 (f) Criminal driving while suspended or revoked, as defined in ORS 811.182.
 (g) Fleeing or attempting to elude a police officer, as defined in ORS 811.540. 
[1999 c.1071 §5; 1999 c.1071 §5a; 2001 c.421 §1; 2003 c.100 §3; 2007 c.124 §1; 
2011 c.597 §116; 2018 c.22 §11]

(Safety corridor pilot program)

 Note: Sections 1, 2 and 6, chapter 501, Oregon Laws 2019, provide:

 Sec. 1. Section 2 of this 2019 Act is added to and made a part of the Oregon 
Vehicle Code. [2019 c.501 §1]

 Sec. 2. (1)(a) The Department of Transportation shall establish a safety corridor 
pilot program in this state to evaluate the processes for and effectiveness of 
allowing counties to designate as safety corridors roads over which the counties 
have road authority.
 (b) The County Safety Corridor Advisory Group established in subsection (3)(a) 
of this section shall select up to five counties in the state to participate in the pilot 
program established in paragraph (a) of this subsection.
 (c) The county commission for each county selected under paragraph (b) of this 
subsection may designate one segment of highway that is between 2 and 10 miles 
long as a safety corridor.
 (d) A safety corridor designated under paragraph (c) of this subsection must 
satisfy the criteria established by the advisory group under subsection (3)(c)(A) of 
this section.
 (e) The department shall adopt rules necessary to carry out the provisions of 
this section.
 (2)(a) Each county selected under subsection (1)(b) of this section shall post 
signs in the safety corridor designated by the county indicating that fines for traffic 
offenses committed in the safety corridor will be doubled.
 (b) The presumptive fine for a person charged with an offense that is listed in 
paragraph (e)(A) or (B) of this subsection and that is committed in a safety corridor 
designated by a county under this section shall be the amount established under 
ORS 153.020.
 (c) The minimum fine for a person convicted of a misdemeanor offense that is 
listed in paragraph (e)(C) to (G) of this subsection and that is committed in a safety 
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corridor designated by a county under this section is 20 percent of the maximum 
fine established for the offense.
 (d) The minimum fine for a person convicted of a felony offense that is listed in 
paragraph (e)(C) to (G) of this subsection and that is committed in a safety corridor 
designated by a county under this section is two percent of the maximum fine 
established for the offense.
 (e) This subsection applies to the following offenses if committed in the 
designated safety corridors:
 (A) Class A or Class B traffic violations.
 (B) Class C or Class D traffic violations related to exceeding a legal speed.
 (C) Reckless driving, as defined in ORS 811.140.
 (D) Driving while under the influence of intoxicants, as defined in ORS 813.010.
 (E) Failure to perform the duties of a driver involved in a collision, as described 
in ORS 811.700 or 811.705.
 (F) Criminal driving while suspended or revoked, as defined in ORS 811.182.
 (G) Fleeing or attempting to elude a police officer, as defined in ORS 811.540.
 (3)(a) The County Safety Corridor Advisory Group is established.
 (b) The Director of Transportation shall appoint the following members to serve 
on the advisory group:
 (A) Two members who are representatives of the Department of Transportation;
 (B) Two members who are representatives of counties;
 (C) One member who is a firefighter or emergency medical services provider; 
and
 (D) One member who is a representative of a law enforcement agency.
 (c) The advisory group shall:
 (A) Establish objective criteria for designating a segment of highway as a safety 
corridor under subsection (1)(c) of this section;
 (B) Establish requirements for the counties selected under subsection (1)(b) of 
this section, including for regular community engagement, heightened enforcement, 
engineering improvements, infrastructure investments and public outreach; and
 (C) Establish content requirements for reports mandated under subsection (4)(a) 
of this section.
 (4)(a) Each county selected under subsection (1)(b) of this section shall, in 
consultation with the department, prepare two reports on its findings, including 
any recommendations for legislation, and shall submit the reports to an 
appropriate committee or interim committee of the Legislative Assembly related to 
transportation.
 (b) The first report must be submitted no later than September 15, 2022. The 
second report must be submitted no later than September 15, 2024.
 (c) Each report must satisfy the content requirements established by the 
advisory group under subsection (3)(c)(C) of this section. [2019 c.501 §2]

 Sec. 6. Section 2 of this 2019 Act is repealed on January 2, 2026. [2019 c.501 
§6]

 811.485 Following too closely; penalty. (1) A person commits the offense of 
following too closely if the person does any of the following:
 (a) Drives a motor vehicle so as to follow another vehicle more closely than is 
reasonable and prudent, having due regard for the speed of the vehicles and the 
traffic upon, and condition of, the highway.
 (b) Drives a truck, commercial bus or motor vehicle drawing another vehicle 
when traveling upon a roadway outside of a business or residence district or upon 
a freeway within the corporate limits of a city and follows another truck, commercial 
bus or motor vehicle drawing another vehicle without, when conditions permit, 
leaving sufficient space so that an overtaking vehicle may enter and occupy the 
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space without danger. This paragraph does not prevent a truck, commercial bus 
or motor vehicle drawing another vehicle from overtaking and passing a vehicle or 
combination of vehicles.
 (c) Drives a motor vehicle when traveling upon a roadway outside of a business 
or residence district or upon a freeway within the corporate limits of a city in a 
caravan or motorcade whether or not towing another vehicle without operating the 
vehicle so as to leave sufficient space between vehicles to enable a vehicle to enter 
and occupy the space without danger.
 (2) This section does not apply in the case of a funeral procession. Except for 
the funeral lead vehicle, vehicles participating in a funeral procession shall follow 
the preceding vehicle as closely as is reasonable and safe.
 (3)(a) This section does not apply to a person operating a vehicle that is part of 
a connected automated braking system.
 (b) As used in this subsection, “connected automated braking system” means a 
system that uses vehicle-to-vehicle communication to electronically coordinate the 
braking of a lead vehicle with the braking of one or more following vehicles.
 (4) The offense described in this section, following too closely, is a Class B traffic 
violation. [1983 c.338 §654; 1991 c.482 §20; 2007 c.794 §5; 2018 c.93 §40]

 811.490 Improper opening or leaving open of vehicle door; penalty. (1) A 
person commits the offense of improper opening or leaving open a vehicle door if 
the person does any of the following:
 (a) Opens any door of a vehicle unless and until it is reasonably safe to do 
so and it can be done without interference with the movement of traffic, or with 
pedestrians and bicycles on sidewalks or shoulders.
 (b) Leaves a door open on the side of a vehicle available to traffic, or to 
pedestrians or bicycles on sidewalks or shoulders for a period of time longer than 
necessary to load or unload passengers.
 (2) The offense described in this section, improper opening or leaving open a 
vehicle door, is a Class D traffic violation. [1983 c.338 §655; 1985 c.16 §320]

 811.492 Engine braking; penalty; exception. (1) A person commits the offense 
of engine braking if the person is operating a motor vehicle on a highway and uses 
an unmuffled engine brake.
 (2) The offense described in this section, engine braking, is a Class A traffic 
violation.
 (3) A person is not in violation of this section if the person uses an unmuffled 
engine brake in an emergency situation to avoid imminent danger to a person or to 
property. [1993 c.314 §7]

 811.495 Unlawful coasting on downgrade; exception; penalty. (1) A person 
commits the offense of unlawful coasting on a downgrade if the person is the driver 
of a vehicle on a downgrade and the person coasts with the gears or transmission 
of the motor vehicle in neutral or with the clutch disengaged.
 (2) This section does not apply to the driver of a motorized bicycle.
 (3) The offense described in this section, unlawful coasting on a downgrade, is a 
Class D traffic violation. [1983 c.338 §656; 1985 c.16 §321; 1995 c.383 §76]

 811.500 Unlawful stop or deceleration; penalty. (1) A person commits the 
offense of unlawful stop or deceleration if the person is operating a vehicle and the 
person stops or suddenly decreases the speed of the vehicle without first giving an 
appropriate signal to the driver immediately to the rear when there is opportunity to 
give the signal.
 (2) Appropriate signals for the purpose of this section are as designated under 
ORS 811.395 and 811.400.
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 (3) The offense described in this section, unlawful stop or deceleration, is a 
Class B traffic violation. [1983 c.338 §657; 1995 c.383 §77]

 811.505 Failure to stop when emerging from alley, driveway or building; 
penalty. (1) A person commits the offense of failure to stop when emerging from an 
alley, driveway or building if the person is operating a vehicle that is emerging from 
an alley, building, private road or driveway in a business or residence district and 
the person does not stop the vehicle as follows:
 (a) If there is a sidewalk or sidewalk area, the person must stop the vehicle 
before driving onto the sidewalk or sidewalk area.
 (b) If there is no sidewalk or sidewalk area, the person must stop at the point 
nearest the roadway to be entered where the driver has a view of approaching 
traffic.
 (2) The offense described in this section, failure to stop when emerging from an 
alley, driveway or building, is a Class B traffic violation. [1983 c.338 §658; 1985 c.16 
§322; 1995 c.383 §78]

 811.507 Operating motor vehicle while using mobile electronic device; 
exceptions; penalty. (1) As used in this section:
 (a)(A) “Driving” means operating a motor vehicle on a highway or premises open 
to the public, and while temporarily stationary because of traffic, a traffic control 
device or other momentary delays.
 (B) “Driving” does not include when the motor vehicle has stopped in a location 
where it can safely remain stationary and:
 (i) Is pulled over on the side of, or is pulled off, a roadway;
 (ii) Is in a designated parking space; or
 (iii) Is required to park in the roadway to conduct construction or utility 
maintenance work.
 (b) “Hands-free accessory” means an attachment or built-in feature for or an 
addition to a mobile electronic device that gives a person the ability to keep both 
hands on the steering wheel at all times while using the device or requires only the 
minimal use of a finger, via a swipe or tap, to activate or deactivate a function of the 
device.
 (c) “Livestock” has the meaning given that term in ORS 609.125.
 (d)(A) “Mobile electronic device” means an electronic device that is not 
permanently installed in a motor vehicle.
 (B) “Mobile electronic device” includes but is not limited to a device capable of 
text messaging, voice communication, entertainment, navigation, accessing the 
Internet or producing electronic mail.
 (e) “Using a mobile electronic device” includes but is not limited to using a 
mobile electronic device for text messaging, voice communication, entertainment, 
navigation, accessing the Internet or producing electronic mail.
 (2) A person commits the offense of driving a motor vehicle while using a mobile 
electronic device if the person, while driving a motor vehicle on a highway or 
premises open to the public:
 (a) Holds a mobile electronic device in the person’s hand; or
 (b) Uses a mobile electronic device for any purpose.
 (3) This section does not apply to a person:
 (a) Who is employed as a commercial motor vehicle driver, or as a school bus 
driver, and is using a mobile electronic device within the scope of the person’s 
employment if the use is permitted under regulations promulgated pursuant to 49 
U.S.C. 31136;
 (b) Who is employed as a driver of a vehicle having a gross vehicle weight rating 
or gross vehicle weight of at least 10,001 pounds and is using a mobile electronic 
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device within the scope of the person’s employment and as required under 
regulations promulgated pursuant to 49 U.S.C. 31137;
 (c) Who is operating a two-way radio device that transmits radio communication 
transmitted by a station operating on an authorized frequency within the business, 
citizens’ or family radio service bands in accordance with rules of the Federal 
Communications Commission while transporting forest products, or while 
operating a vehicle to assist in logging operations, within the scope of the person’s 
employment;
 (d) Who is using a two-way radio device while operating a school bus or school 
activity vehicle within the scope of the person’s employment;
 (e) Who is using a two-way radio device or operating a two-way radio device 
that transmits radio communication transmitted by a station operating on an 
authorized frequency within the business, citizens’ or family radio service bands in 
accordance with rules of the Federal Communications Commission while operating 
a vehicle owned or contracted by a utility for the purpose of installing, repairing, 
maintaining, operating or upgrading utility service, including but not limited to 
natural gas, electricity, water or telecommunications, within the scope of the 
person’s employment;
 (f) Who is using a two-way radio device while operating a vehicle wider than the 
lane of travel, a vehicle transporting livestock or a vehicle requiring a slow-moving 
vehicle emblem under ORS 815.110, and the use of the device facilitates the safe 
operation of the vehicle; or
 (g) Who is using a two-way radio device while operating a pilot or safety vehicle 
used to assist the safe movement of a vehicle described in paragraph (f) of this 
subsection, and the use of the device facilitates the safe movement of the vehicle 
described in paragraph (f) of this subsection.
 (4) It is an affirmative defense to a prosecution of a person under this section 
that the person:
 (a) Used the mobile electronic device to communicate if the person was 
summoning or providing medical or other emergency help if no other person in the 
vehicle was capable of summoning help;
 (b) Was 18 years of age or older and was using a hands-free accessory;
 (c) Was driving an ambulance or emergency vehicle while acting within the 
scope of the person’s employment;
 (d) Was a police officer, firefighter or emergency medical services provider and 
was acting within the scope of the person’s employment;
 (e) Was 18 years of age or older, held a valid amateur radio operator license 
issued or any other license issued by the Federal Communications Commission 
and was operating an amateur radio;
 (f) Was operating a two-way radio device that transmits radio communication 
transmitted by a station operating on an authorized frequency within the business, 
citizens’ or family radio service bands in accordance with rules of the Federal 
Communications Commission to summon medical or other emergency help; or
 (g) Was using a medical device.
 (5) The offense described in this section, driving a motor vehicle while using a 
mobile electronic device, is:
 (a) Except as provided in paragraph (b) of this subsection, for a person’s first 
conviction, a Class B traffic violation.
 (b) For a person’s first conviction, if commission of the offense contributes to an 
accident described in ORS 811.720, a Class A traffic violation.
 (c) For a person’s second conviction within a 10-year period following the date of 
the person’s first conviction, a Class A traffic violation.
 (d) For a person’s third or subsequent conviction within a 10-year period 
preceding the date of the person’s current conviction, a Class B misdemeanor.
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 (6) In addition to any other sentence that may be imposed, the court shall 
impose a minimum fine of $2,000 on a person convicted of a Class B misdemeanor 
under subsection (5)(d) of this section.
 (7) For purposes of this section, sentences for two or more convictions that are 
imposed in the same sentencing proceeding are considered to be one sentence.
 (8)(a) For a person’s first conviction of driving a motor vehicle while using a 
mobile electronic device, the court may suspend the fine to be imposed under 
subsection (5)(a) of this section on the condition that the person, within 120 days of 
sentencing:
 (A) Complete at the person’s own expense a distracted driving avoidance course 
approved by the Department of Transportation under ORS 811.508; and
 (B) Provide proof of completion to the court.
 (b) The court may schedule a hearing to determine whether the person 
successfully completed the distracted driving avoidance course.
 (c) If the person has successfully completed the requirements described in 
paragraph (a) of this subsection, the court shall enter a sentence of discharge. 
Notwithstanding ORS 153.021, a sentence of discharge imposed under this 
paragraph may not include a fine.
 (d) If the person has not successfully completed the requirements described in 
paragraph (a) of this subsection, the court shall:
 (A) Grant the person an extension based on good cause shown; or
 (B) Impose the fine under subsection (5)(a) of this section.
 (9) The department shall place signs on state highways to notify drivers that it is 
unlawful to drive a motor vehicle on the highways of this state while using a mobile 
electronic device and violators are subject to criminal penalties. [2007 c.870 §2; 
2009 c.834 §1; 2011 c.530 §1; 2013 c.757 §1; 2017 c.629 §§1,2; 2018 c.32 §1]

 Note: Section 5, chapter 629, Oregon Laws 2017, provides:

 Sec. 5. The amendments to ORS 811.507 by section 1, chapter 629, Oregon 
Laws 2017, apply to:
 (1) Offenses committed on or after October 1, 2017; and
 (2) For purposes of determining prior convictions within a 10-year period under 
ORS 811.507 (5)(c) or (d), prior convictions occurring on or after July 1, 2018. [2017 
c.629 §5; 2018 c.32 §3]

 Note: Section 4, chapter 32, Oregon Laws 2018, provides:

 Sec. 4. (1) A person convicted of an offense under ORS 811.507 (5)(c) or (d), 
the classification of which was enhanced due to the court taking into account one 
or more prior convictions occurring before July 1, 2018, may request in writing that 
the court redetermine the classification of the offense.
 (2) Upon receipt of a request under this section, if the court determines that 
the classification of the offense was based upon the court taking into account one 
or more prior convictions occurring before July 1, 2018, the court shall vacate the 
judgment of conviction and enter a new judgment of conviction for a Class B or 
Class A traffic violation in accordance with ORS 811.507 (5)(a) or (b). [2018 c.32 §4]

 Note: 811.507 was added to and made a part of the Oregon Vehicle Code by 
legislative action but was not added to ORS chapter 811 or any series therein. See 
Preface to Oregon Revised Statutes for further explanation.

 811.508 Distracted driving avoidance course; rules. (1) The Department of 
Transportation by rule shall establish standards for a distracted driving avoidance 
course provided to persons who violate ORS 811.507. The standards must describe 
the contents and quality of a curriculum for the course, specify requirements 
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for obtaining a certificate or other evidence of having completed the course 
and otherwise determine the level and depth of knowledge a person must have 
obtained from the course.
 (2) The department shall maintain a list of providers approved to lead the course 
described in this section and shall update the list monthly. The department shall 
prescribe procedures for providing the provider list to courts. [2017 c.629 §4]

 Note: 811.508 was added to and made a part of the Oregon Vehicle Code by 
legislative action but was not added to ORS chapter 811 or any series therein. See 
Preface to Oregon Revised Statutes for further explanation.

 811.510 Dangerous operation around livestock; penalty. (1) A person 
commits the offense of dangerous operation around livestock if the person is 
operating a vehicle upon a highway and the person fails to do any of the following:
 (a) A driver shall use caution when approaching or passing a person riding, 
leading or herding livestock on the highway.
 (b) If a person riding or leading livestock upon a highway gives a distress signal 
to an approaching driver by raising a hand, the driver must promptly stop the 
driver’s vehicle, unless movement forward is necessary to avoid an accident, and, if 
requested, shall turn off the engine until the livestock is under control.
 (c) A driver shall yield the right of way to livestock being driven on a highway.
 (2) This section is only applicable if the livestock is an animal of the species of 
horses, mules, donkeys, cattle, swine, sheep or goats.
 (3) The offense described in this section, dangerous operation around livestock, 
is a Class B traffic violation. [1983 c.338 §666]

 811.512 Unlawfully operating low-speed vehicle on highway; penalty. (1) 
A person commits the offense of unlawfully operating a low-speed vehicle on a 
highway if the person operates a low-speed vehicle on a highway that has a speed 
limit or posted speed of more than 35 miles per hour.
 (2) Notwithstanding subsection (1) of this section, a city or county may adopt an 
ordinance allowing operation of low-speed vehicles on city streets or county roads 
that have speed limits or posted speeds of more than 35 miles per hour.
 (3) Notwithstanding subsection (1) of this section, a person does not commit 
the offense of unlawfully operating a low-speed vehicle on a highway if the person 
operates a farm tractor on a state highway that has a speed limit or posted speed of 
more than 35 miles per hour.
 (4) The offense described in this section, unlawfully operating a low-speed 
vehicle on a highway, is a Class B traffic violation. [2001 c.293 §8; 2019 c.59 §1]

 811.513 Unlawfully operating medium-speed electric vehicle on highway; 
penalty. (1) A person commits the offense of unlawfully operating a medium-speed 
electric vehicle on a highway if the person operates a medium-speed electric 
vehicle on a highway with a posted speed limit that is greater than 45 miles per 
hour.
 (2) Notwithstanding subsection (1) of this section, a city or county may adopt 
an ordinance allowing operation of medium-speed electric vehicles on city streets 
or county roads that have speed limits or posted speeds of more than 45 miles per 
hour.
 (3) The offense described in this section, unlawfully operating a medium-speed 
electric vehicle on a highway, is a Class B traffic violation. [2009 c.865 §13]

 Note: 811.513 was added to and made a part of the Oregon Vehicle Code by 
legislative action but was not added to ORS chapter 811 or any series therein. See 
Preface to Oregon Revised Statutes for further explanation.
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 811.514 Unlawfully operating racing activity vehicle on highway; penalty. 
(1) A person commits the offense of unlawfully operating a racing activity vehicle on 
a highway if the person operates a racing activity vehicle on a highway that has a 
speed limit or posted speed that is greater than 55 miles per hour.
 (2) The offense described in this section, unlawfully operating a racing activity 
vehicle on a highway, is a Class B traffic violation. [2007 c.693 §3c]

 Note: 811.514 was added to and made a part of the Oregon Vehicle Code by 
legislative action but was not added to ORS chapter 811 or any series therein. See 
Preface to Oregon Revised Statutes for further explanation.

USE OF LIGHTS AND WARNINGS
(Lights)

 811.515 When lights must be displayed; kind of light; number; direction; 
use on certain vehicles. This section establishes requirements for ORS 811.520. 
Except where an exemption under ORS 811.525 specifically provides otherwise, a 
vehicle that does not comply with this section is in violation of ORS 811.520. Where 
specific types of lighting equipment are mentioned in this section, those types are 
types described in ORS 816.040 to 816.290. The requirements under this section 
are as follows:
 (1) Subject to any other provision of this section, any lighting equipment a 
vehicle is required to be equipped with under ORS 816.040 to 816.290 must be 
displayed when the vehicle is upon a highway within this state at any time limited 
visibility conditions exist. The provisions of this subsection apply during the times 
stated when the required visibility is measured on a straight, level unlighted 
highway.
 (2) Parking lights and lights other than clearance, identification and marker 
lights that are mounted on the front of a vehicle and are designed to be displayed 
primarily when the vehicle is parked shall not be lighted when a vehicle is driven 
upon a highway at times when limited visibility conditions exist except when:
 (a) The lights are being used as turn signals; or
 (b) The headlights are also lighted at the same time.
 (3) Any vehicle parked or stopped upon a roadway or shoulder adjacent thereto, 
whether attended or unattended, during times when limited visibility conditions exist 
must display parking lights.
 (4) All vehicles not specifically required by ORS 816.320 to be equipped with 
lighting equipment shall at times when limited visibility conditions exist display 
exempt-vehicle safety lighting equipment. This section includes, but is not limited 
to, animal drawn vehicles and vehicles exempted from required lighting equipment 
under ORS 816.340.
 (5) Tow vehicle warning lights on tow vehicles shall be activated when the tow 
vehicles are engaged in connecting with other vehicles and drawing such vehicles 
onto highways or while servicing disabled vehicles.
 (6) When limited visibility conditions exist a person shall use a distribution of 
light or composite beam that is directed sufficiently high and that is of such intensity 
so as to reveal persons and vehicles on the highway at a safe distance in advance 
of the vehicle. A person violates this subsection if the person does not comply with 
the following:
 (a) Whenever the driver of a vehicle approaches an oncoming vehicle within 500 
feet, the driver must use a distribution of light or composite beam so aimed that the 
glaring rays are not projected into the eyes of the oncoming driver. The use of the 
low beams of the vehicle headlight system is in compliance with this paragraph at 
all times regardless of road contour and loading of the vehicle.
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 (b) Except when in the act of overtaking or passing, a driver of a vehicle 
following another vehicle within 350 feet to the rear must use the low beams of the 
vehicle headlight system.
 (7) When a vehicle is upon a highway a person shall light not more than a total 
of four lights at any one time that are mounted on the front of a vehicle and that 
each projects a beam of intensity greater than 300 candlepower.
 (8)(a) A light, other than a headlight, that projects a beam of light of an intensity 
greater than 300 candlepower shall not be operated on a vehicle:
 (A) Unless the beam is so directed that no part of the high intensity portion 
of the beam will strike the level of the roadway on which the vehicle stands at a 
distance of more than 75 feet from the vehicle; or
 (B) Except as provided in paragraph (b) of this subsection, when use of the 
low beams of the vehicle headlight system is required under subsection (6) of this 
section.
 (b) Notwithstanding paragraph (a)(B) of this subsection, a light, other than 
a headlight, may be lighted on a motorcycle provided that the intensity of the 
light does not exceed the intensity of the low beams of the headlight system. A 
motorcycle may not be operated with more than two lights, other than headlights, 
under this paragraph.
 (9) A spotlight shall not be lighted upon approaching another vehicle unless the 
spotlight is so aimed and used so that no part of the high-intensity portion of the 
beam will be directed to the left of the prolongation of the extreme left side of the 
vehicle upon which it is mounted, more than 100 feet ahead of the vehicle.
 (10) Auxiliary lights mounted higher than 54 inches shall not be lighted when the 
vehicle is used on a highway.
 (11) A back-up light shall not be lighted when the vehicle is in forward motion.
 (12) Bus safety lights shall only be operated in accordance with the following:
 (a) The lights may be operated when the vehicle is stopping or has stopped for 
the purpose of loading or unloading students who are going to or from any school 
or authorized school activity or function.
 (b) The lights may be operated when the vehicle is stopping or has stopped for 
the purpose of loading or unloading workers from worker transport buses.
 (c) The lights may be operated when the vehicle is stopping or has stopped for 
the purpose of loading or unloading children being transported to or from religious 
services or an activity or function authorized by a religious organization.
 (d) The lights may be operated when the vehicle is stopping or has stopped in 
a place that obstructs other drivers’ ability to see the bus safety lights on another 
vehicle.
 (e) Notwithstanding any other paragraph of this subsection, the lights shall not 
be operated if the vehicle is stopping or has stopped at an intersection where traffic 
is controlled by electrical traffic control signals, other than flashing signals, or by a 
police officer.
 (f) Notwithstanding any other paragraph of this subsection, the lights shall not 
be operated if the vehicle is stopping or has stopped at a loading or unloading area 
where the vehicle is completely off the roadway.
 (13)(a) Hazard lights shall be used for the purpose of warning the operators of 
other vehicles of the presence of a vehicular traffic hazard requiring the exercise of 
unusual care in approaching, overtaking or passing.
 (b) Hazard lights shall be used by the first and last vehicles in a funeral 
procession.
 (14) Mail delivery lights may be used only while in active service transporting 
United States mail for the purpose of warning other vehicle operators of the 
vehicle’s presence and to exercise caution in approaching, overtaking or passing. 
A vehicle with mail delivery lights is in compliance with this subsection if the lights 
are flashed continuously while the vehicle is in motion in active service transporting 
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mail or if the lights are actuated by application of the service brake while the vehicle 
is parked.
 (15) A pilot vehicle warning light may be activated only when the vehicle 
equipped with the light is an escort accompanying a motor vehicle carrying or 
towing a load of a size or description not permitted under ORS 818.020, 818.060, 
818.090 or 818.160.
 (16) Fire company warning lights authorized under a permit granted under 
ORS 818.250 may be used by the persons authorized under the permit while 
being driven to a fire station or fire location in response to a fire alarm. Fire 
company warning lights authorized under ORS 811.800 may be used by funeral 
escort vehicle or funeral lead vehicle drivers while driving in a funeral procession. 
The lights shall be covered or otherwise concealed when not being displayed as 
provided in this subsection.
 (17) Any lighted headlights upon a parked vehicle shall be dimmed.
 (18) Commercial vehicle warning lights may be used only:
 (a) To warn operators of other vehicles of the presence of a traffic hazard 
requiring the exercise of unusual care in approaching, overtaking or passing the 
commercial vehicle; and
 (b) When the commercial vehicle is being used for commercial purposes and the 
vehicle is:
 (A) Stopped, parked or left standing at a commercial or work site; or
 (B) In a highway work zone as defined in ORS 811.230. [1983 c.338 §660; 1985 
c.71 §7; 1989 c.402 §1; 1991 c.482 §19; 2003 c.118 §2; 2003 c.245 §1]

 811.520 Unlawful use or failure to use lights; penalty. (1) A person commits 
the offense of unlawful use or failure to use lights if the person does any of the 
following:
 (a) Drives or moves on any highway any vehicle at a time when vehicle lighting 
is required to be operated or is prohibited from being operated under ORS 811.515 
and operates or fails to operate lighting equipment as required under ORS 811.515.
 (b) Owns a vehicle or combination of vehicles and causes or knowingly permits 
the vehicle or combination of vehicles to be driven or moved on any highway at 
a time when ORS 811.515 requires or prohibits the operation of vehicle lighting 
equipment without compliance with the requirements under ORS 811.515.
 (c) Drives any vehicle in a funeral procession without using the low beam 
headlights.
 (2) The application of this section is subject to the exemptions from this section 
established under ORS 811.525.
 (3) The offense described in this section, unlawful use of or failure to use lights, 
is a Class B traffic violation, except that violation of ORS 811.515 (3), (4), (13) or 
(17) or subsection (1)(c) of this section is a Class D traffic violation. [1983 c.338 
§659; 1985 c.16 §323; 1991 c.482 §21; 1995 c.383 §21]

 811.525 Exemptions from requirements for use of lights. This section 
establishes exemptions from ORS 811.515 and 811.520. The exemptions under 
this section are in addition to any exemptions under ORS 801.026. The exemptions 
established under this section are partial or complete as described in the following:
 (1) ORS 811.515 and 811.520 shall not be construed to prohibit the use of 
additional parts and accessories on any vehicle not inconsistent with the provisions 
of those sections.
 (2) Except for the provisions relating to exempt-vehicle safety lighting 
equipment, ORS 811.515 and 811.520 do not apply to any of the following:
 (a) Road machinery.
 (b) Road rollers.
 (c) Farm tractors.
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 (d) Antique vehicles that are maintained as a collector’s item and used for 
exhibitions, parades, club activities and similar uses, but not used primarily for the 
transportation of persons or property.
 (3) Whenever motor and other vehicles are operated in combination during the 
time that lights are required, any lighting equipment, except the taillight, which by 
reason of its location on a vehicle of the combination would be obscured by another 
vehicle of the combination, need not be lighted. This subsection shall not affect the 
requirement that lighted clearance lights be displayed on the front of the foremost 
vehicle required to have clearance lights nor the requirement that all lights on the 
rear of the rearmost vehicle of the combination be lighted.
 (4) Lighting equipment on bicycles shall be lighted as required under ORS 
815.280.
 (5) Parked or stopped vehicles are not required to display parking lights if the 
road authority for the highway provides by ordinance or resolution that no lights 
need be displayed upon a vehicle parked on the highway in accordance with legal 
parking regulations where there is sufficient light to render clearly discernible any 
person or object within a distance of 500 feet from the highway.
 (6) Nothing under ORS 811.515 and 811.520 limits the ability to use the following 
lights with any other lights during the day or at night:
 (a) Public vehicle warning lights.
 (b) Pilot vehicle warning lights.
 (c) Tow vehicle warning lights.
 (d) Police lights.
 (e) Warning lights on vehicles at the scene of an actual or potential release of 
hazardous materials, as described in ORS 816.280.
 (f) Warning lights on vehicles being used by medical examiners to reach the 
scene of an accident or of a death investigation, as described in ORS 816.280.
 (g) Commercial vehicle warning lights.
 (7) Requirements for use of motorcycle and moped headlights are under ORS 
814.320.
 (8) Requirements for lighting equipment for an electric personal assistive 
mobility device are under ORS 815.284. [1983 c.338 §661; 1985 c.16 §324; 1985 
c.71 §8; 1999 c.497 §2; 2003 c.245 §2; 2003 c.341 §9; 2015 c.138 §30]

 811.526 Safety campaign for use of headlights. The Department of 
Transportation shall conduct a safety campaign to educate people about the 
advantages of using headlights in fog or rain or when driving on a single lane 
highway. The campaign shall include, but need not be limited to, encouraging 
people to drive with headlights on under the specified conditions. [1997 c.464 §1]

 Note: 811.526 was enacted into law by the Legislative Assembly but was not 
added to or made a part of ORS chapter 811 or any series therein by legislative 
action. See Preface to Oregon Revised Statutes for further explanation.

(Flares)

 811.530 Failure to post warnings for disabled vehicle; application; penalty. 
(1) A person commits the offense of failure to post warnings for a disabled vehicle 
if the person is the driver, or other person in charge of a vehicle subject to this 
section, and the person does not cause the placement of such roadside vehicle 
warning devices as the Department of Transportation may require under ORS 
815.035 when the vehicle is disabled during limited visibility conditions and cannot 
immediately be removed from the main traveled portion of a highway outside of a 
business district or residence district.
 (2) This section applies only to the following vehicles:
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 (a) School buses.
 (b) School activity vehicles.
 (c) Worker transport buses.
 (d) Vehicles used in transportation of persons for hire by a nonprofit entity.
 (e) A bus being operated for transporting children to and from religious services 
or an activity or function authorized by the religious organization.
 (f) Commercial buses.
 (g) Motor trucks with a registration weight in excess of 8,000 pounds.
 (h) Trailers with a registration weight in excess of 8,000 pounds.
 (3) Requirements to be equipped with roadside vehicle warning devices are 
contained in ORS 815.285.
 (4) The offense described in this section, failure to post warnings for a disabled 
vehicle, is a Class B traffic violation. [1983 c.338 §662; 1985 c.16 §325; 1985 c.420 
§11; 1989 c.992 §21; 2015 c.283 §7]

OBEYING POLICE

 811.535 Failing to obey police officer; penalty. (1) A person commits the 
offense of failing to obey a police officer if the person refuses or fails to comply with 
any lawful order, signal or direction of a police officer who:
 (a) Is displaying the police officer’s star or badge; and
 (b) Has lawful authority to direct, control or regulate traffic.
 (2) The offense described in this section, failing to obey a police officer, is a 
Class B traffic violation. [1983 c.338 §663; 1995 c.383 §79]

 811.540 Fleeing or attempting to elude police officer; penalty. (1) A person 
commits the crime of fleeing or attempting to elude a police officer if:
 (a) The person is operating a motor vehicle; and
 (b) A police officer who is in uniform and prominently displaying the police 
officer’s badge of office or operating a vehicle appropriately marked showing it to 
be an official police vehicle gives a visual or audible signal to bring the vehicle to a 
stop, including any signal by hand, voice, emergency light or siren, and either:
 (A) The person, while still in the vehicle, knowingly flees or attempts to elude a 
pursuing police officer; or
 (B) The person gets out of the vehicle and knowingly flees or attempts to elude 
the police officer.
 (2) It is an affirmative defense to a prosecution of a person under this section 
that, after a police officer operating a vehicle not marked as an official police vehicle 
signaled the person to bring the person’s vehicle to a stop, the person proceeded 
lawfully to an area the person reasonably believed was necessary to reach before 
stopping.
 (3) The offense described in this section, fleeing or attempting to elude a police 
officer, is applicable upon any premises open to the public and:
 (a) Is a Class C felony if committed as described in subsection (1)(b)(A) of this 
section; or
 (b) Is a Class A misdemeanor if committed as described in subsection (1)(b)(B) 
of this section. [1983 c.338 §664; 1991 c.655 §1; 1997 c.532 §1; 1997 c.860 §1]

PARKING, STOPPING AND STANDING
(Generally)

 811.550 Places where stopping, standing and parking prohibited. This 
section establishes places where stopping, standing and parking a vehicle are 
prohibited for purposes of the penalties under ORS 811.555. Except as provided 
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under an exemption in ORS 811.560, a person is in violation of ORS 811.555 if a 
person parks, stops or leaves standing a vehicle in any of the following places:
 (1) Upon a roadway outside a business district or residence district, whether 
attended or unattended, when it is practicable to stop, park or leave the vehicle 
standing off the roadway. Exemptions under ORS 811.560 (1), (7), (9), (11) and (12) 
are applicable to this subsection.
 (2) On a shoulder, whether attended or unattended, unless a clear and 
unobstructed width of the roadway opposite the standing vehicle is left for the 
passage of other vehicles and the standing vehicle is visible from a distance of 200 
feet in each direction upon the roadway or the person, at least 200 feet in each 
direction upon the roadway, warns approaching motorists of the standing vehicle by 
use of flaggers, flags, signs or other signals. Exemptions under ORS 811.560 (9), 
(11) and (12) are applicable to this subsection.
 (3) On the roadway side of a vehicle stopped or parked at the edge or curb of 
a highway. Exemptions under ORS 811.560 (7), (11) and (12) are applicable to this 
subsection.
 (4) On a sidewalk. Exemptions under ORS 811.560 (4) to (7), (11) and (12) are 
applicable to this subsection.
 (5) Within an intersection. Exemptions under ORS 811.560 (4) to (7), (11) and 
(12) are applicable to this subsection.
 (6) On a crosswalk. Exemptions under ORS 811.560 (4) to (7), (11) and (12) are 
applicable to this subsection.
 (7) Between a safety zone and the adjacent curb or within 30 feet of points 
on the curb immediately opposite the ends of a safety zone, unless a different 
length is indicated by signs and markings. For purposes of this subsection the 
safety zone must be an area or space officially set apart within a roadway for the 
exclusive use of pedestrians and which is protected or is so marked or indicated 
by adequate signs as to be plainly visible at all times while set apart as a safety 
zone. Exemptions under ORS 811.560 (4) to (7), (11) and (12) are applicable to this 
subsection.
 (8) Alongside or opposite a street excavation or obstruction when stopping, 
standing or parking would obstruct traffic. Exemptions under ORS 811.560 (4) to (7), 
(11) and (12) are applicable to this subsection.
 (9) Upon a bridge or other elevated structure upon a highway. Exemptions under 
ORS 811.560 (4) to (8), (11) and (12) are applicable to this subsection.
 (10) Within a highway tunnel. Exemptions under ORS 811.560 (4) to (7), (11) and 
(12) are applicable to this subsection.
 (11) On any railroad or rail fixed guideway public transportation system tracks 
or within seven and one-half feet of the nearest rail at a time when the parking of 
vehicles would conflict with operations or repair of the tracks. Exemptions under 
ORS 811.560 (4) to (7), (11) and (12) are applicable to this subsection.
 (12) On a throughway. Exemptions under ORS 811.560 (4) to (7), (11) and (12) 
are applicable to this subsection.
 (13) In the area between roadways of a divided highway, including crossovers. 
Exemptions under ORS 811.560 (4) to (7), (11) and (12) are applicable to this 
subsection.
 (14) At any place where traffic control devices prohibit stopping. Exemptions 
under ORS 811.560 (4) to (7), (11) and (12) are applicable to this subsection.
 (15) In front of a public or private driveway. Exemptions under ORS 811.560 (2), 
(4) to (7), (11) and (12) are applicable to this subsection.
 (16) Within 10 feet of a fire hydrant. Exemptions under ORS 811.560 (2), (4) to 
(7), (11) and (12) are applicable to this subsection.
 (17) Within 20 feet of a crosswalk at an intersection. Exemptions under ORS 
811.560 (2), (4) to (7), (11) and (12) are applicable to this subsection.
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 (18) Within 50 feet upon the approach to an official flashing signal, stop sign, 
yield sign or traffic control device located at the side of the roadway if the standing 
or parking of a vehicle will obstruct the view of any traffic control device located at 
the side of the roadway. Exemptions under ORS 811.560 (2), (4) to (7), (11) and (12) 
are applicable to this subsection.
 (19) Within 15 feet of the driveway entrance to a fire station and on the side 
of a street opposite the entrance to a fire station, within 75 feet of the entrance. 
Exemptions under ORS 811.560 (2), (4) to (7), (11) and (12) are applicable to this 
subsection.
 (20) At any place where traffic control devices prohibit standing. Exemptions 
under ORS 811.560 (2), (4) to (7), (11) and (12) are applicable to this subsection.
 (21) Within 50 feet of the nearest rail of a railroad or rail fixed guideway public 
transportation system crossing. Exemptions under ORS 811.560 (3) to (7), (11) and 
(12) are applicable to this subsection.
 (22) At any place where traffic control devices prohibit parking. Exemptions 
under ORS 811.560 (3) to (7), (11) and (12) are applicable to this subsection.
 (23) On a bicycle lane. Exemptions under ORS 811.560 are applicable to this 
subsection.
 (24) On a bicycle path. Exemptions under ORS 811.560 are applicable to this 
subsection. [1983 c.338 §669; 1985 c.21 §1; 1985 c.334 §1; 1989 c.433 §2; 1997 
c.249 §234; 2001 c.522 §9; 2017 c.46 §10; 2019 c.232 §2]

 811.555 Illegal stopping, standing or parking; affirmative defense; penalty. 
(1) A person commits the offense of illegal stopping, standing or parking if:
 (a) The person stops, parks or leaves standing a vehicle in a place where such 
stopping, parking or standing is prohibited under ORS 811.550; or
 (b) The person is the owner of an unattended vehicle parked in a place where 
such parking is prohibited under ORS 811.550.
 (2) Exemptions from this section are established under ORS 811.560.
 (3) A police officer, under authority granted by ORS 810.430, may move or 
require to be moved a vehicle that is stopped, parked or left standing in violation of 
this section.
 (4) It is an affirmative defense to a prosecution of the owner of a vehicle under 
subsection (1)(b) of this section that the use of the vehicle was not authorized by 
the owner, either expressly or by implication.
 (5) The offense described by this section, illegal stopping, standing or parking, is 
a Class D traffic violation. [1983 c.338 §668; 1987 c.687 §4]

 811.560 Exemptions from prohibitions on stopping, standing or parking. 
This section provides exemptions from ORS 811.550 and 811.555. The following 
exemptions are applicable as provided under ORS 811.550:
 (1) When applicable, this subsection exempts school buses or worker transport 
buses stopped on a roadway to load or unload workers or children, providing that 
the flashing school bus safety lights on the bus are operating.
 (2) When applicable, this subsection exempts vehicles stopped, standing or 
parked momentarily to pick up or discharge a passenger.
 (3) When applicable, this subsection exempts vehicles stopped, standing or 
parked momentarily for the purpose of and while actually engaged in loading or 
unloading property or passengers.
 (4) When applicable, this subsection exempts vehicles owned or operated by the 
state, a county or city when stopping, standing or parking is necessary to perform 
maintenance or repair work on the roadway.
 (5) When applicable, this subsection exempts vehicles from the prohibitions 
and penalties when the driver’s disregard of the prohibitions is necessary to avoid 
conflict with other traffic.
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 (6) When applicable, this subsection exempts vehicles acting in compliance with 
law or at the direction of a police officer or a traffic control device.
 (7) When applicable, this subsection exempts the driver of a vehicle that is 
disabled in such manner and to such extent that the driver cannot avoid stopping or 
temporarily leaving the disabled vehicle in a prohibited position.
 (8) When applicable, this subsection exempts vehicles owned or operated by 
the State Department of Fish and Wildlife when stopping, standing or parking is 
necessary to enable employees to release fish.
 (9) When applicable, this subsection exempts vehicles momentarily stopped 
to allow oncoming traffic to pass before making a right-hand or left-hand turn or 
momentarily stopped in preparation for or while negotiating an exit from the road.
 (10) When applicable, this subsection exempts commercial vehicles that are 
stopped, standing or parked when stopping, standing or parking is necessary to 
engage in any activity associated with the collection of solid waste, recyclable 
material or yard debris, as those terms are defined in ORS 459.005.
 (11) When applicable, this subsection exempts vehicles owned or operated by 
a natural gas utility when stopping, standing or parking to investigate or repair a 
natural gas leak if:
 (a) Immediate investigation is necessary; and
 (b) The natural gas utility vehicle displays a sign denoting emergency responder 
status to investigate or respond to an emergency.
 (12)(a) When applicable, this subsection exempts vehicles owned or operated 
by an electric utility when stopping, standing or parking is necessary to respond to 
an emergency if the vehicle is identified as an electric utility vehicle and:
 (A) There is also an emergency vehicle at the location; or
 (B) The electric utility is investigating a downed or arcing utility line.
 (b) As used in this subsection, “electric utility” means an electric company or 
consumer-owned utility that is engaged in the business of distributing electricity 
to retail electricity consumers in this state. [1983 c.338 §670; 1985 c.334 §2; 1989 
c.433 §3; 2013 c.250 §1; 2019 c.232 §1]

 811.565 Dangerous movement of stopped, standing or parked vehicle; 
penalty. (1) A person commits the offense of dangerous movement of a stopped, 
standing or parked vehicle if the person moves a vehicle so stopped, standing or 
parked when the movement cannot be made with reasonable safety.
 (2) The offense described in this section, dangerous movement of a stopped, 
standing or parked vehicle, is a Class B traffic violation. [1983 c.338 §675; 1995 
c.383 §80]

 811.570 Improperly positioning parallel parked vehicle; exception; 
affirmative defense; penalty. (1) A person commits the offense of improperly 
positioning a parallel parked vehicle if:
 (a) The person stops or parks a vehicle on a highway where parallel parking is 
permitted and the vehicle is not parked in accordance with the following:
 (A) Upon a two-way highway, the vehicle shall be positioned so that the right-
hand wheels are parallel to and within 12 inches of the right curb or, if none, as 
close as possible to the right edge of the right shoulder.
 (B) On a one-way highway where parallel parking is permitted on either side, a 
vehicle parked or stopped on the right side shall be positioned in accordance with 
the requirements of subparagraph (A) of this paragraph and a vehicle parked or 
stopped on the left side shall be positioned so that the left-hand wheels are parallel 
to and within 12 inches of the left curb or, if none, as close as possible to the left 
edge of the left shoulder.
 (C) Where marked parking spaces are provided, a vehicle shall be positioned 
so that it faces in the direction in which vehicles in the adjacent lane of the roadway 
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are required to travel and so that the wheels are within the parking space markings 
which are parallel to the curb or, if none, to the edge of the shoulder; or
 (b) The person is the owner of an unattended vehicle parked on a highway in 
violation of paragraph (a) of this subsection.
 (2) The provisions of this section do not apply to the driver of a vehicle that is 
disabled in such manner and to such extent that the driver cannot avoid stopping or 
temporarily leaving the disabled vehicle in a position prohibited by this section.
 (3) A police officer, under authority granted by ORS 810.430, may move or 
require to be moved a vehicle that is parked in violation of this section.
 (4) It is an affirmative defense to a prosecution of the owner of a vehicle under 
subsection (1)(b) of this section that the use of the vehicle was not authorized by 
the owner, either expressly or by implication.
 (5) The offense described in this section, improperly positioning a parallel 
parked vehicle, is a Class D traffic violation. [1983 c.338 §671; 1987 c.687 §5]

 811.575 Violation of posted parking restrictions on state highways; 
affirmative defense; penalty. (1) A person commits the offense of violation of 
posted parking restrictions on state highways if appropriate signs or markings are 
posted giving notice of any regulations, restrictions or prohibitions on the parking, 
stopping or standing of vehicles on a state highway and:
 (a) The person parks, stops or stands a vehicle on a state highway in violation of 
any such regulations, restrictions or prohibitions; or
 (b) The person is the owner of an unattended vehicle parked on a state highway 
in violation of any such regulations, restrictions or prohibitions.
 (2) Authority to impose restrictions, regulations and prohibitions on parking, 
stopping or standing of vehicles on state highways is established under ORS 
810.160.
 (3) It is an affirmative defense to a prosecution of the owner of a vehicle under 
subsection (1)(b) of this section that the use of the vehicle was not authorized by 
the owner, either expressly or by implication.
 (4) The offense described in this section, violation of posted parking restrictions 
on state highways, is a Class D traffic violation. [1983 c.338 §672; 1987 c.687 §6]

 811.580 Parking vehicle on state highway for vending purposes; penalty. 
(1) A driver commits the offense of unlawful parking for vending purposes if the 
person parks or leaves standing a vehicle on a right of way of a state highway for 
the purpose of advertising, selling or offering merchandise for sale except pursuant 
to written agreement with the Department of Transportation.
 (2) The offense described in this section, unlawful parking for vending purposes 
is a Class D traffic violation. [1983 c.338 §674]

 811.585 Failure to secure motor vehicle; affirmative defense; penalty. (1) 
A person commits the offense of failure to secure a motor vehicle if the person is 
driving or is in charge of a motor vehicle and:
 (a) The person permits the vehicle to stand unattended on a highway without 
first doing all of the following:
 (A) Stopping the engine.
 (B) Turning the front wheels to the curb or side of the highway when standing 
upon any grade.
 (C) Locking the ignition.
 (D) Removing the key from the ignition.
 (E) Effectively setting the brake on the vehicle; or
 (b) The person is the owner of an unattended motor vehicle parked on a 
highway in violation of paragraph (a) of this subsection.
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 (2) It is an affirmative defense to a prosecution of the owner of a vehicle under 
subsection (1)(b) of this section that the use of the vehicle was not authorized by 
the owner, either expressly or by implication.
 (3) The offense described in this section, failure to secure a motor vehicle, is a 
Class D traffic violation. [1983 c.338 §676; 1985 c.16 §326; 1987 c.687 §7; 1995 
c.383 §81]

 811.587 Unlawful parking in space reserved for alternative fuel vehicle 
refueling; penalty. (1) As used in this section, “alternative fuel vehicle” has the 
meaning given that term in ORS 469B.100, except that “alternative fuel vehicle” 
includes vehicles registered in any jurisdiction.
 (2) A person commits the offense of unlawful parking in a space reserved for 
alternative fuel vehicle refueling if:
 (a) The person parks a vehicle in any parking space that is on premises open to 
the public;
 (b) The parking space is marked or signed as reserved for alternative fuel 
vehicle refueling; and
 (c) The vehicle in the parking space is not engaged in the refueling process.
 (3) The offense of unlawful parking in a space reserved for alternative fuel 
vehicle refueling is a Class D traffic violation. [2015 c.208 §1]

 Note: 811.587 was enacted into law by the Legislative Assembly but was not 
added to or made a part of ORS chapter 811 or any series therein by legislative 
action. See Preface to Oregon Revised Statutes for further explanation.

 Note: The definition of “alternative fuel vehicle” in 469B.100 was deleted by 
amendment by section 28, chapter 701, Oregon Laws 2015. The text of 811.587 
was not amended by enactment of the Legislative Assembly to reflect the deletion. 
Editorial adjustment of 811.587 for the deletion of the definition has not been made.

(Winter Recreation Parking Areas)

 811.590 Unlawful parking in winter recreation parking area; exemptions; 
penalty. (1) A person commits the offense of unlawful parking in a winter recreation 
parking area if the person parks a vehicle in a location designated as a winter 
recreation parking area under ORS 810.170 at any time from November 1 of any 
year to April 30 of the next year and the vehicle is not displaying a winter recreation 
parking permit issued under ORS 811.595.
 (2) Unless the police officer issuing the citation witnesses the parking of the 
vehicle, a rebuttable presumption exists that a vehicle parked in violation of this 
section was parked by the registered owner of the vehicle. If the parking of the 
vehicle is witnessed by the police officer, the operator of the vehicle is in violation of 
this section.
 (3) In addition to those vehicles displaying a winter recreation parking permit, 
the following vehicles are not subject to the prohibition or penalty under this section:
 (a) A vehicle owned and operated by the United States, another state or a 
political subdivision thereof.
 (b) A vehicle owned and operated by this state or by any city, district or political 
subdivision thereof.
 (c) A vehicle owned by a resident of another state if the vehicle displays a winter 
area parking permit issued in accordance with the laws of the state in which the 
owner of the vehicle resides and that is similar to the winter recreation parking 
permit issued under ORS 811.595. The exemption under this paragraph is only 
granted to the extent that a similar exemption or privilege is granted under the laws 
of the other state for vehicles displaying a winter recreation parking permit issued 
under ORS 811.595.
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 (4) The offense described in this section, unlawful parking in a winter recreation 
parking area, is a specific fine traffic violation. The presumptive fine for unlawful 
parking in a winter recreation parking area is $30. [1983 c.338 §678; 1999 c.1010 
§1; 2007 c.810 §6; 2011 c.597 §98]

 811.595 Winter recreation parking permit; rules; fees. A winter recreation 
parking permit is a vehicle permit that is issued as evidence of a grant of authority 
to park a vehicle in a winter recreation parking location established under ORS 
810.170 without violation of ORS 811.590. The Department of Transportation shall 
establish a program for the issuance of winter recreation parking permits under this 
section. The program established by the department shall comply with all of the 
following:
 (1) The department shall adopt rules necessary for the issuance and 
administration of winter recreation parking permits. The rules shall be adopted 
under ORS chapter 183.
 (2) The department shall include all of the following in the rules adopted under 
this section:
 (a) The type of permit.
 (b) The manner in which the permit is to be issued.
 (c) The manner of displaying the permit on a vehicle.
 (d) Procedures for issuance of permits by persons appointed by the department.
 (3) Vehicle permits issued under this section shall be transferable from vehicle to 
vehicle.
 (4) The fees for issuance of winter recreation parking permits are as provided 
under ORS 811.600. [1983 c.338 §679; 1985 c.16 §327]

 811.600 Fees for winter recreation parking permits. The Oregon 
Transportation Commission shall set the fees for issuance of a winter recreation 
parking permit issued under ORS 811.595 by rule. The commission shall consider 
recommendations of the Winter Recreation Advisory Committee in setting the fees 
under this section. The fees established for issuance of winter recreation parking 
permits shall be designed to cover the costs of enforcing the requirement for winter 
recreation parking permits and of removing snow from winter recreation parking 
locations designated under ORS 810.170, but may not exceed the following:
 (1) For winter recreation parking permits valid for a period of one day, $5.
 (2) For winter recreation parking permits valid for a period of three consecutive 
days, $10.
 (3) For winter recreation parking permits valid for a period of one year beginning 
each November, $30. [1983 c.338 §684(1); 1985 c.16 §329(1); 1985 c.139 §5(1); 
1993 c.245 §1; 1997 c.583 §7; 1999 c.1010 §2]

(Parking for Persons with Disabilities)

 811.602 Disabled person parking permit; content; rules. (1) A disabled 
person parking permit is a means of identifying vehicles being used to exercise the 
parking privileges described in ORS 811.635. The following are disabled person 
parking permits:
 (a) A special decal described in ORS 811.605 issued by the Department of 
Transportation to be affixed to a golf cart or substantially similar vehicle;
 (b) An individual placard described in ORS 811.605;
 (c) A program placard issued by the department under ORS 811.607;
 (d) A family placard issued by the department under ORS 811.609;
 (e) A foreign visitor placard issued by the department under ORS 811.611;
 (f) A “Wheelchair User” placard or decal issued by the department under ORS 
811.613; and
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 (g) An “Oregon Wounded Warrior” placard or decal issued by the department 
under ORS 811.616.
 (2) The department shall issue a disabled person parking permit in the form of a 
decal or individual placard to any person who submits an application that complies 
with ORS 811.604. Nothing in this section prohibits the department from issuing a 
decal or individual placard to a person who has disabled veteran registration plates 
issued under ORS 805.100 and who qualifies for the decal or placard.
 (3) Except as otherwise provided in this subsection, the department may not 
issue more than one individual placard to an applicant. The department may issue 
a replacement placard upon receipt of proof satisfactory to the department that 
the original placard has been lost, mutilated or destroyed. The department may 
issue a temporary duplicate permit to a person who needs a duplicate permit for 
travel purposes. A temporary duplicate permit shall be valid for up to 120 days. The 
department shall adopt rules governing application for and issuance of temporary 
duplicate permits. Nothing in this subsection prohibits issuance of an individual 
placard to a person who has been issued a decal.
 (4) Permits for use on vehicles that are regularly used as part of a program 
for the transportation of persons with disabilities are issued as provided in ORS 
811.607.
 (5) Except as provided in subsection (6) of this section, the department 
shall determine the form, size and content of any decal or placard issued under 
this section and shall adopt rules governing their issuance, display and use as 
necessary to carry out this section.
 (6)(a) Except as provided in paragraph (b) of this subsection, the department 
may not require a decal or placard issued under this section to an individual or a 
family to contain any identifying information about the person to whom the decal or 
placard is issued, including any of the following:
 (A) Name;
 (B) Address;
 (C) Telephone number;
 (D) Social Security number;
 (E) Driver license number;
 (F) Golf cart driver permit number;
 (G) Identification card number;
 (H) Passport or visa number; or
 (I) Photograph.
 (b) The department may require a decal or placard issued under this section 
to an individual or a family to contain not more than four digits of the driver license 
or identification card number of the person to whom the decal or placard is issued. 
[1987 c.187 §7; 1989 c.243 §2; 1991 c.741 §1; 1993 c.751 §66; 1995 c.462 §1; 2001 
c.827 §11; 2005 c.406 §1; 2007 c.70 §330; 2007 c.468 §5; 2018 c.69 §3; 2019 c.413 
§§1,2; 2021 c.630 §1]

 811.603 Parking identification card without photograph; issuance; rules. (1) 
The Department of Transportation shall issue a parking identification card without 
a photograph to an applicant for a disabled person parking permit if the applicant 
does not have a driver license, a driver permit or an identification card issued 
by the department under ORS 807.400 and if the applicant submits a statement 
from a physician that it would be impractical or harmful to the applicant, because 
of medical or physical condition, to appear at an office of the department and be 
photographed for an identification card.
 (2) The department shall determine by rule the terms, conditions and 
requirements of a parking identification card issued under this section except that 
the department may not require either that an applicant appear personally in order 
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to receive or renew a card or that the card contain a photograph. [1991 c.741 §2b; 
2001 c.827 §12; 2008 c.1 §29]

 811.604 Application for disabled person parking permit. Application for 
issuance or renewal of a disabled person parking permit in the form of an individual 
placard or decal issued under ORS 811.602 shall include:
 (1) A certificate, signed and dated within six months preceding the date of 
application, by a licensed physician, a licensed nurse practitioner or a licensed 
physician assistant to the Department of Transportation that the applicant is 
a person with a disability or a certificate, signed and dated within six months 
preceding the date of application, by a licensed optometrist that the applicant is a 
person with a disability because of loss of vision or substantial loss of visual acuity 
or visual field beyond correction;
 (2) The state-issued licensing number of the licensed physician, certified nurse 
practitioner, licensed physician assistant or licensed optometrist who signed the 
certificate described in subsection (1) of this section; and
 (3) The number of a driver license, driver permit, identification card or parking 
identification card issued to the applicant by the department. [1987 c.187 §8; 1989 
c.243 §6; 1991 c.741 §2; 1995 c.462 §2; 1999 c.582 §16; 2001 c.827 §13; 2007 c.70 
§331; 2008 c.1 §30; 2009 c.238 §1; 2019 c.358 §44; 2021 c.630 §4]

 811.605 Contents of individual placard or decal. (1) An applicant for an 
individual placard or decal issued by the Department of Transportation under ORS 
811.602 must have a driver license, a driver permit, an identification card or a 
parking identification card issued by the department.
 (2) An individual placard or decal shall contain an expiration date that is visible 
from outside the vehicle when the placard or decal is displayed on or in the vehicle.
 (3) A placard or decal issued under this section shall be valid for a period of 
eight years from the date of issue. A placard or decal may be renewed in a manner 
determined by the department by rule. [1989 c.243 §4; 2005 c.406 §2; 2008 c.1 
§31; 2021 c.630 §5]

 811.606 Parking permit for person with temporary disability. The 
Department of Transportation may issue a placard showing an expiration date not 
to exceed six months after the date of issuance for use by persons with temporary 
disabilities upon submission by the applicant of a certificate described in ORS 
811.604 except that it certifies that the applicant has a temporary disability for 
less than four years. An applicant for a temporary disabled person parking permit 
need not have a driver license, a driver permit, an identification card or a parking 
identification card. [1987 c.187 §9; 1987 c.296 §4; 1989 c.243 §7; 1991 c.741 §3; 
1993 c.741 §85; 2001 c.827 §14; 2005 c.406 §3; 2007 c.70 §332; 2008 c.1 §32]

 811.607 Program placards; rules. The Department of Transportation shall issue 
disabled person parking permits in the form of program placards for use on vehicles 
that are regularly used as part of a program for the transportation of persons with 
disabilities or by an adult foster home. All the following apply to placards issued 
under this section:
 (1) The department shall determine the form, size and content of the placards 
except that the department shall require that a placard contain the name of the 
program holding the placard and the department shall require that the expiration 
date of a placard be visible when the placard is displayed in the vehicle.
 (2) Placards issued under this section shall be valid for a period of eight years 
from the date of issue. Upon expiration, placards may be renewed in a manner 
determined by the department by rule. The department shall authorize renewal by 
mail of placards issued under this section.



RULES OF THE ROAD FOR DRIVERS

OREGON VEHICLE CODE (2021 Edition)Page 289

 (3) The department shall determine by rule how programs for the transportation 
of persons with disabilities may qualify vehicles for placards issued under this 
section. [1989 c.243 §5; 1991 c.741 §4; 1999 c.91 §4; 2001 c.827 §15; 2007 c.21 
§5; 2007 c.70 §333]

 811.608 [1987 c.187 §10; repealed by 1989 c.243 §18]

 811.609 Family placards. The Department of Transportation shall issue 
disabled person parking permits in the form of family placards for use on vehicles 
that are regularly used by a family that includes more than one person with a 
disability. All the following apply to placards issued under this section:
 (1) The department shall determine the form, size and content of the placards 
except that the department shall require that the expiration date of a placard be 
visible when the placard is displayed in the vehicle.
 (2) Placards issued under this section shall be valid for a period of eight years 
from the date of issue. Upon expiration, placards may be renewed in a manner 
determined by the department by rule.
 (3) The department shall not issue or renew a placard under this section unless 
a licensed physician certifies that the family includes at least two persons with 
disabilities. [1991 c.741 §4b; 1999 c.91 §5; 2001 c.827 §16; 2005 c.406 §4; 2007 
c.70 §334]

 811.610 [1985 c.246 §2; repealed by 1991 c.741 §7]

 811.611 Foreign visitor placard. (1) The Department of Transportation may 
issue a disabled person parking permit in the form of a placard to a person who 
is visiting from a foreign country if the person presents to the department either 
a valid driver license or other grant of driving privileges from the foreign country 
or a passport or visa showing that the person is a visitor to the United States and 
presents one of the following:
 (a) A valid disabled person parking permit issued by the country that issued the 
visitor’s passport or visa;
 (b) A certificate from an official of the agency that issues disabled person 
parking permits in the country that issued the visitor’s passport or visa certifying 
that the person holds a valid disabled person parking permit; or
 (c) A certificate from a licensed physician, a licensed nurse practitioner or 
a licensed physician assistant addressed to the Department of Transportation 
certifying that the applicant is a person with a disability, or a certificate from a 
licensed optometrist certifying that the applicant is a person with a disability 
because of loss of vision or substantial loss of visual acuity or visual field beyond 
correction.
 (2) A disabled person parking permit issued under this section is valid for 30 
days. [1997 c.680 §2; 1999 c.582 §17; 2001 c.827 §17; 2007 c.70 §335; 2019 c.358 
§45]

 811.612 Maintenance of privileges after relocation. To maintain disabled 
person parking privileges after relocation, a person who relocates to Oregon and 
who holds a disabled person parking permit from another state shall obtain an 
Oregon disabled person parking permit pursuant to ORS 811.602. [2001 c.367 §6]

 811.613 Wheelchair User placard; rules. (1) The Department of Transportation 
shall issue a “Wheelchair User” disabled person parking permit in the form of a 
“Wheelchair User” placard or decal for use by a person who uses a wheelchair 
or similar low-powered motorized or mechanically propelled vehicle designed 
specifically for use by a person with a physical disability.
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 (2) The department shall determine the form, size and content of the placards or 
decals, except that the department shall require that the placards or decals:
 (a) Include the words “Wheelchair User.”
 (b) Have an expiration date that is visible from outside the vehicle when the 
placard or decal is displayed on or in the vehicle.
 (3) The department shall by rule determine how a person may qualify for a 
“Wheelchair User” placard or decal under this section.
 (4) An applicant for a “Wheelchair User” placard or decal issued by the 
department under this section must have a driver license, a driver permit or an 
identification card issued by the department.
 (5) A placard or decal issued under this section shall be valid for a period of 
eight years from the date of issue. A placard or decal may be renewed in a manner 
determined by the department by rule. [2007 c.468 §4; 2021 c.630 §6]

 Note: 811.613 was added to and made a part of the Oregon Vehicle Code by 
legislative action but was not added to ORS chapter 811 or any series therein. See 
Preface to Oregon Revised Statutes for further explanation.

 811.615 Unlawful parking in space reserved for persons with disabilities; 
exceptions; penalty. (1) A person commits the offense of unlawful parking in a 
space reserved for persons with disabilities if:
 (a) The person parks a vehicle in any parking space that is on private or 
public property and that is marked or signed to provide parking for persons with 
disabilities and the vehicle does not conspicuously display a disabled person 
parking permit described in ORS 811.602 or 811.606 or a disabled parking permit 
issued by another jurisdiction;
 (b) The person parks a vehicle in the aisle required by ORS 447.233 regardless 
of whether or not the vehicle displays a disabled person parking permit; or
 (c) The person parks a vehicle in a parking space that is on private or public 
property and that is marked or signed “Wheelchair User Only” as described in 
ORS 447.233 and the vehicle does not conspicuously display a “Wheelchair User” 
placard or decal issued under ORS 811.613.
 (2) This section does not apply to any of the following:
 (a) Momentarily parking a vehicle in a parking space marked or signed for 
persons with disabilities for the purposes of allowing a person with a disability to 
enter or leave the vehicle.
 (b) Any parking space that is marked or signed to provide parking for persons 
with disabilities and that is subject to different provisions or requirements under city 
or county ordinance if the different provisions or requirements are clearly posted.
 (3) Unless the police officer or other authorized person issuing the citation 
witnesses the parking of the vehicle, a rebuttable presumption exists that a vehicle 
parked in violation of this section was parked by the registered owner of the vehicle 
and the citation issued for the violation may be placed upon the vehicle. If the 
parking of the vehicle is witnessed by the police officer or other person authorized 
to issue a citation for the offense, the operator of the vehicle is in violation of this 
section.
 (4) The penalties provided by this section shall be imposed regardless of the text 
or symbol displayed on the marking or sign reserving the space or aisle for persons 
with disabilities. The penalties are in addition to the following:
 (a) A vehicle parked on private property in violation of this section is subject to 
removal, possession, lien and sale under ORS 98.812.
 (b) A vehicle parked in violation of this section may be removed and sold as 
provided under ORS 811.620.
 (5)(a) Except as provided in paragraph (b) of this subsection, unlawful parking in 
a space reserved for persons with disabilities is a Class C traffic violation.
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 (b) A second or subsequent conviction for unlawful parking in a space reserved 
for persons with disabilities is a Class A traffic violation. [1983 c.338 §680; 1985 
c.16 §328; 1987 c.187 §2; 1989 c.243 §8; 1991 c.741 §11; 1993 c.195 §1; 1995 c.79 
§373; 1997 c.680 §4; 2001 c.367 §1; 2007 c.70 §336; 2007 c.468 §6; 2011 c.597 
§99; 2019 c.547 §3]

 811.616 Oregon Wounded Warrior placard; rules. (1) The Department of 
Transportation shall issue an “Oregon Wounded Warrior” disabled person parking 
permit in the form of an “Oregon Wounded Warrior” placard or decal for use by a 
wounded warrior.
 (2) A person is a wounded warrior who qualifies for an “Oregon Wounded 
Warrior” parking permit if the person:
 (a) Submits written proof to the Department of Transportation of having a United 
States Department of Veterans Affairs total disability rating of at least 50 percent 
as a result of an injury or illness that the veteran incurred, or that was aggravated, 
during active military service; and
 (b) Received a discharge or release under other than dishonorable conditions.
 (3) The Department of Transportation shall determine the form, size and content 
of the placards or decals, except that the department shall require that the placards 
or decals:
 (a) Include the words “Oregon Wounded Warrior.”
 (b) Have an expiration date that is visible from outside the vehicle when the 
placard or decal is displayed on or in the vehicle.
 (4) The Department of Transportation shall by rule determine how a person may 
apply for an “Oregon Wounded Warrior” placard or decal under this section.
 (5) An applicant for an “Oregon Wounded Warrior” placard or decal issued by the 
Department of Transportation under this section must have a driver license, a driver 
permit or an identification card issued by the department.
 (6) A placard or decal issued under this section shall be valid for a period of 
eight years from the date of issue. A placard or decal may be renewed in a manner 
determined by the department by rule. [2018 c.69 §2; 2021 c.630 §7]

 Note: 811.616 was added to and made a part of the Oregon Vehicle Code by 
legislative action but was not added to ORS chapter 811 or any series therein. See 
Preface to Oregon Revised Statutes for further explanation.

 811.617 Blocking parking space reserved for persons with disabilities; 
penalty. (1) A person commits the offense of blocking a parking space reserved for 
persons with disabilities if the person:
 (a) Stops or parks a vehicle in such a way as to block access to a parking space 
that is on private or public property and that is marked or signed to provide parking 
for persons with disabilities; or
 (b) Places an object or allows an object to be placed in such a manner that it 
blocks access to a parking space that is on private or public property and that is 
marked or signed to provide parking for persons with disabilities.
 (2)(a) Unless the police officer or other authorized person issuing the citation 
witnesses the stopping or parking of a vehicle in violation of subsection (1)(a) 
of this section, there is a rebuttable presumption that the vehicle was stopped 
or parked by the registered owner of the vehicle and a citation issued for the 
violation may be placed upon the vehicle. If the stopping or parking of the vehicle is 
witnessed by the police officer or other person authorized to issue a citation for the 
offense, or if the operator is in the vehicle, the operator of the vehicle is in violation 
of this section.
 (b) Unless the police officer or other authorized person issuing the citation 
witnesses the blocking of a parking space in violation of subsection (1)(b) of this 
section, there is a rebuttable presumption that the owner or manager of the parking 
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lot placed or allowed placement of the object blocking access to the parking space 
and a citation may be issued to the owner or manager of the parking lot. If a police 
officer or other person issuing the citation sees a person placing an object in 
violation of subsection (1)(b) of this section, the officer or other person may issue 
the citation to the person seen.
 (3) For purposes of this section, a parking space includes any adjacent access 
aisle as described in ORS 447.233.
 (4) The offense described in this section, blocking a parking space reserved for 
persons with disabilities, is a Class D traffic violation. [1997 c.498 §2; 2001 c.367 
§2; 2007 c.70 §337; 2011 c.597 §99a]

 811.620 Removal of vehicle illegally parked in space reserved for persons 
with disabilities. If a vehicle is illegally parked in violation of ORS 811.615, the 
vehicle may be removed and, if notice required under subsection (3) of this section 
is given, is subject to costs for the removal and storage of the vehicle as provided 
under the following:
 (1) The owner of private property may have the vehicle removed from the 
property in the manner provided for removal of vehicles under ORS 98.812.
 (2) Subject to subsection (3) of this section, any state agency or political 
subdivision of this state may provide for the removal and storage of the vehicle and 
the vehicle shall be subject to the following:
 (a) The state agency or political subdivision may require payment of reasonable 
costs for removal and storage of the vehicle before the vehicle is released.
 (b) If the vehicle is not claimed and any fees required under this subsection are 
not paid within 30 days of the removal, a lien described under ORS 98.812 attaches 
to the vehicle and its contents for the reasonable costs for removal and storage of 
the vehicle and contents.
 (3) If a vehicle is removed under subsection (2) of this section, the tower 
removing the vehicle shall:
 (a) Notify the local law enforcement agency of the location of the vehicle within 
one hour after the vehicle is placed in storage; and
 (b) Unless the vehicle is claimed, give notice, within 10 days after the vehicle is 
placed in storage, to the vehicle owner or any other person with an interest in the 
vehicle, as indicated by the title records. If notice under this paragraph is given by 
mail, it must be mailed within the 10-day period, but need not be received within 
that period. [1983 c.338 §433; 1985 c.16 §227; 1993 c.233 §56; 2007 c.538 §14]

 811.625 Unlawful use of disabled person parking permit; penalty. (1) A 
person commits the offense of unlawful use of a disabled person parking permit if 
the person:
 (a) Is not a person with a disability and is not transporting the holder of a 
disabled person parking permit to or from the parking location; and
 (b) Uses a disabled person parking permit described under ORS 811.602 or 
811.606 to exercise any privileges granted under ORS 811.635.
 (2) Except as provided in subsection (3) of this section, unlawful use of a 
disabled person parking permit is a Class C traffic violation.
 (3) A second or subsequent conviction for unlawful use of a disabled person 
parking permit is a Class A traffic violation. [1983 c.338 §681; 1987 c.187 §3; 1989 
c.243 §9; 1991 c.741 §12; 1995 c.79 §374; 2001 c.367 §3; 2007 c.70 §338; 2011 
c.597 §100]

 811.627 Use of invalid disabled person parking permit; penalty. (1) A person 
commits the offense of use of an invalid disabled person parking permit if the 
person uses a permit that is not a valid permit from another jurisdiction, and that:
 (a) Has been previously reported as lost or stolen;
 (b) Has been altered;
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 (c) Was issued to a person who is deceased at the time of the citation;
 (d) Has not been issued under ORS 811.602;
 (e) Is a photocopy or other reproduction of a permit, regardless of the permit 
status; or
 (f) Is mutilated or illegible.
 (2) Unless the police officer or other authorized person issuing the citation 
witnesses the parking of the vehicle, a rebuttable presumption exists that a vehicle 
parked in violation of this section was parked by the registered owner of the vehicle 
and the citation issued for the violation may be placed upon the vehicle. If the 
parking of the vehicle is witnessed by the police officer or other person authorized 
to issue a citation for the offense, the operator of the vehicle is in violation of this 
section.
 (3) The offense described in this section, use of an invalid disabled person 
parking permit, is a Class A traffic violation.
 (4) If the court finds that a person committed the offense described in this 
section, the court shall collect the permit and return it to the Department of 
Transportation for destruction unless the person claims the permit was lost or 
destroyed, or the police officer or other person authorized to issue a citation for the 
offense collected the permit.
 (5) If the court finds that a person committed the offense described in this 
section by using a permit that was mutilated or illegible, the court may assess any 
fine it deems appropriate up to the maximum amount allowable for the offense. If 
the mutilated or illegible permit has been replaced by the department, the court 
may dismiss the citation. [2001 c.367 §7; 2011 c.597 §100a]

 811.628 Invalidation of disabled person parking permit. The Department of 
Transportation shall invalidate a disabled parking permit issued under ORS 811.602 
if any of the following occurs:
 (1) The department receives information that the person issued an individual or 
“Wheelchair User” placard or permit has since obtained a driver license or driver 
permit issued by another jurisdiction or has since obtained an identification card in 
another jurisdiction that is similar to the person’s identification card issued by this 
state.
 (2) The department receives notice that the person issued a disabled parking 
permit is deceased.
 (3) The department determines that the disabled parking permit was issued 
under fraudulent circumstances.
 (4) The department determines that the person, program or family for which the 
permit was issued no longer qualifies for the permit. [2021 c.630 §3]

 Note: 811.628 was added to and made a part of the Oregon Vehicle Code by 
legislative action but was not added to ORS chapter 811 or any series therein. See 
Preface to Oregon Revised Statutes for further explanation.

 811.630 Misuse of program placard; penalty. (1) A person commits the 
offense of misuse of a program placard if the person:
 (a) Is the driver of a vehicle that is being used as part of a program for the 
transportation of persons with disabilities; and
 (b) Uses a program placard described under ORS 811.607 for any purpose other 
than exercising privileges granted under ORS 811.637.
 (2) Except as provided in subsection (3) of this section, misuse of a program 
placard is a Class C traffic violation.
 (3) A second or subsequent conviction for misuse of a program placard is a 
Class A traffic violation. [1983 c.338 §682; 1987 c.187 §4; 1989 c.243 §10; 2001 
c.367 §4; 2007 c.70 §339; 2011 c.597 §101]
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 811.632 Appointment of volunteers to issue citations. (1) A law enforcement 
agency authorized to enforce parking laws may appoint volunteers to issue citations 
for violations of ORS 811.615, 811.617, 811.625 and 811.630, or of ordinances 
dealing with parking privileges for persons with disabilities. Volunteers appointed 
under this subsection must be at least 21 years of age. The law enforcement 
agency appointing the volunteers may establish any other qualifications the agency 
deems desirable.
 (2) Any agency appointing volunteers under this section shall provide training to 
the volunteers before authorizing them to issue citations.
 (3) A citation issued by a volunteer appointed under this section shall have the 
same force and effect as a citation issued by a police officer for the same offense. 
[1991 c.741 §10; 1997 c.498 §3; 2007 c.70 §340]

 Note: 811.632 was enacted into law by the Legislative Assembly but was not 
added to or made a part of ORS chapter 811 or any series therein by legislative 
action. See Preface to Oregon Revised Statutes for further explanation.

 811.635 Privileges granted by disabled person parking permit other than 
program placard. All of the following apply to the parking privileges granted to 
persons with disabilities under a disabled person parking permit other than a 
program placard described in ORS 811.607:
 (1) The privileges granted under a permit may be exercised notwithstanding 
ORS 811.575, any authority granted under ORS 810.160 or parking restrictions 
imposed by any city or county and without violation thereof.
 (2) Subject to the limitations under subsection (4) of this section, a “Wheelchair 
User” placard or decal and an “Oregon Wounded Warrior” placard or decal allows 
its holder, or another person while transporting its holder to or from the parking 
location, to exercise the following privileges:
 (a) Park a motor vehicle in any public parking zone restricted as to the length of 
time permitted therein without incurring penalties imposed for overtime parking in 
such zones.
 (b) Park a motor vehicle in any public parking zone with metered parking without 
being required to pay any parking meter fee.
 (3) A city or county may allow any person who holds a disabled person parking 
permit to exercise the rights described in subsection (2) of this section.
 (4) The privileges granted under subsection (2) of this section do not include 
any of the following:
 (a) Parking in zones where stopping, parking or standing of all motor vehicles is 
prohibited.
 (b) Parking in the late evening or overnight where such parking is prohibited.
 (c) Parking in zones reserved for special types of motor vehicles or activities.
 (d) Parking in zones where parking is permitted only for 30 minutes or less.
 (e) Parking in a parking space marked or signed for “Wheelchair User Only,” 
unless displaying a “Wheelchair User” placard or decal issued under ORS 811.613.
 (5) In addition to other privileges granted under a permit, the person issued a 
permit, or another person while transporting the person issued the permit to or from 
the parking location, may use the permit to park:
 (a) In a parking space that is marked or signed to provide parking for persons 
with disabilities without violation of ORS 811.615; or
 (b) In a parking space that is marked or signed by a road authority as reserved 
for residents. [1983 c.338 §683; 1985 c.139 §4; 1987 c.187 §5; 1989 c.243 §11; 
2007 c.70 §341; 2007 c.468 §7; 2018 c.69 §4; 2019 c.332 §1]

 811.637 Privileges granted by program placards. (1) Notwithstanding ORS 
811.635, a program placard described under ORS 811.607 confers only the following 
privileges:
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 (a) It authorizes the driver of a vehicle that is being used as part of the program 
to which the placard was issued to park the vehicle for three hours or less in any 
public parking zone restricted as to the length of time permitted therein without 
incurring penalties for overtime parking in such zones;
 (b) It authorizes the driver of a vehicle that is being used as part of the program 
to which the placard was issued to park the vehicle for three hours or less in any 
public parking zone with metered parking without being required to pay any parking 
meter fee; and
 (c) It authorizes the driver of a vehicle that is being used as part of the program 
to which the placard was issued to park the vehicle for three hours or less in 
any parking space that is marked or signed to provide parking for persons with 
disabilities without violation of ORS 811.615, so long as the vehicle conspicuously 
displays the permit.
 (2) The privileges granted under subsection (1) of this section do not include 
any of the following:
 (a) Parking in zones where stopping, parking or standing of all motor vehicles is 
prohibited.
 (b) Parking in the late evening or overnight where such parking is prohibited.
 (c) Parking in zones reserved for special types of motor vehicles or activities.
 (d) Parking in zones where parking is permitted only for 30 minutes or less. 
[1989 c.243 §13; 1999 c.779 §1; 2007 c.70 §342]

 811.640 [1983 c.338 §684(2); 1985 c.16 §329(2); 1985 c.139 §5(2); 1987 c.187 
§11; 1989 c.243 §14; 1991 c.741 §5; 1995 c.462 §3; 1997 c.680 §3; 1999 c.91 §6; 
repealed by 2001 c.827 §18]

ACCIDENTS
(Duties)

 811.700 Failure to perform duties of driver when property is damaged; 
penalty. (1) A driver of a vehicle who knows or has reason to believe that the 
driver’s vehicle was involved in a collision commits the offense of failure to perform 
the duties of a driver when property is damaged if the driver’s vehicle is involved in 
a collision that results in damage to property and the driver does not perform duties 
required under any of the following:
 (a) Immediately stop the driver’s vehicle at the scene of the collision or as close 
to the scene of the collision as possible and reasonably investigate what the driver’s 
vehicle struck. Every stop required under this paragraph should be made without 
obstructing traffic more than is necessary.
 (b) If the driver’s vehicle has been involved in a collision that results only in 
damage to a vehicle that is driven or attended by any other person, the driver shall 
perform all of the following duties:
 (A) Remain at the scene of the collision until the driver has fulfilled all of the 
requirements under this paragraph.
 (B) Give to the other driver or passenger:
 (i) The driver’s name and address, the name and address of the owner of the 
driver’s vehicle and the name and address of any other occupants of the driver’s 
vehicle; and
 (ii) If the driver’s vehicle is a motor vehicle, the registration number of the motor 
vehicle, the name of the insurance carrier covering the motor vehicle, the insurance 
policy number of the insurance policy insuring the motor vehicle and the phone 
number of the insurance carrier.
 (C) Upon request and if available, exhibit and give to the occupant of or person 
attending any vehicle damaged the number of any document issued as evidence of 
driving privileges granted to the driver.
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 (c) If the driver’s vehicle has been involved in a collision resulting in damage to 
any vehicle that is unattended, the driver shall perform all the following duties:
 (A) Locate the operator or owner of the unattended vehicle and notify the 
operator or owner of:
 (i) The driver’s name and address and the name and address of the owner of 
the vehicle that struck the unattended vehicle; and
 (ii) If the driver’s vehicle is a motor vehicle, the registration number of the motor 
vehicle, the name of the insurance carrier covering the motor vehicle, the insurance 
policy number of the insurance policy insuring the motor vehicle and the phone 
number of the insurance carrier; or
 (B) Leave in a conspicuous place in the unattended vehicle a written notice 
giving:
 (i) The driver’s name and address and the name and address of the owner of 
the vehicle that struck the unattended vehicle and a statement of the circumstances 
of the collision; and
 (ii) If the driver’s vehicle is a motor vehicle, the registration number of the motor 
vehicle, the name of the insurance carrier covering the motor vehicle, the insurance 
policy number of the insurance policy insuring the motor vehicle and the phone 
number of the insurance carrier.
 (d) If the driver’s vehicle has been involved in a collision resulting only in 
damage to fixtures or property legally upon or adjacent to a highway, the driver shall 
perform all of the following duties:
 (A) Take reasonable steps to notify the owner or person in charge of the 
property of the collision and of the driver’s name and address, the vehicle owner’s 
name and address and, if the driver’s vehicle is a motor vehicle, the registration 
number of the motor vehicle, the name of the insurance carrier covering the motor 
vehicle, the insurance policy number of the insurance policy insuring the motor 
vehicle and the phone number of the insurance carrier.
 (B) Upon request and if available, exhibit any document issued as evidence of 
driving privileges granted to the driver.
 (e) If the driver discovers only after leaving the scene of the collision that the 
driver’s vehicle may have been involved in a collision that resulted in damage to 
another vehicle, fixture or property, the driver shall as soon as reasonably possible 
make a good faith effort to comply with the requirements of this subsection.
 (2) As used in this section, “reason to believe” means that the driver is aware of 
a circumstance that would cause a reasonable person to be aware of a substantial 
and unjustifiable risk that the driver’s vehicle has been in a collision. The risk 
must be of such nature or degree that failure to be aware of it constitutes a gross 
deviation from the standard of care that a reasonable person would observe in the 
situation.
 (3) The offense described in this section, failure to perform the duties of a driver 
when property is damaged, is a Class A misdemeanor and is applicable on any 
premises open to the public. [1983 c.338 §572; 2017 c.75 §1; 2018 c.22 §1]

 811.705 Failure to perform duties of driver to injured persons; penalty. (1) A 
driver of a vehicle who knows or has reason to believe that the driver’s vehicle was 
involved in a collision commits the offense of failure to perform the duties of a driver 
to injured persons if the driver’s vehicle has been in a collision that results in injury 
or death to a person and the driver does not perform all of the following duties:
 (a) Immediately stop the driver’s vehicle at the scene of the collision or as close 
to the scene of the collision as possible and reasonably investigate what the driver’s 
vehicle struck. Every stop required under this paragraph should be made without 
obstructing traffic more than is necessary.
 (b) Remain at the scene of the collision until the driver has fulfilled all of the 
requirements under this subsection.
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 (c) Give to the other driver or a surviving passenger or any person not a 
passenger who is injured as a result of the collision:
 (A) The driver’s name and address, the name and address of the owner of the 
driver’s vehicle and the name and address of any other occupants of the driver’s 
vehicle; and
 (B) If the driver’s vehicle is a motor vehicle, the registration number of the motor 
vehicle, the name of the insurance carrier covering the motor vehicle, the insurance 
policy number of the insurance policy insuring the motor vehicle and the phone 
number of the insurance carrier.
 (d) Upon request and if available, exhibit and give to the persons injured and 
to the occupant of or person attending any vehicle damaged the number of any 
document issued as official evidence of driving privileges granted to the driver.
 (e) Render to any person injured in the collision reasonable assistance, 
including the conveying, or the making of arrangements for the conveying, of an 
injured person to a physician, surgeon or hospital for medical or surgical treatment, 
if it is apparent that such treatment is necessary or if such conveying is requested 
by any injured person.
 (f) Remain at the scene of a collision until a police officer has arrived and has 
received the required information, if all persons required to be given information 
under paragraph (c) of this subsection are killed in the collision or are unconscious 
or otherwise incapable of receiving the information. The requirement of this 
paragraph to remain at the scene of a collision until a police officer arrives does not 
apply to a driver who needs immediate medical care, who needs to leave the scene 
in order to secure medical care for another person injured in the collision or who 
needs to leave the scene in order to report the collision to the authorities, as long 
as the driver who leaves takes reasonable steps to return to the scene or to contact 
the nearest police officer.
 (g) If the driver discovers only after leaving the scene of the collision that the 
driver’s vehicle may have been involved in a collision that resulted in injury or 
death to any person, shall as soon as reasonably possible make a good faith effort 
to comply with the requirements of this subsection. The driver shall immediately 
contact 9-1-1 and provide to the dispatcher any requested information described 
in paragraph (c) of this subsection and the location and approximate time of the 
collision.
 (2) As used in this section, “reason to believe” means that the driver is aware of 
a circumstance that would cause a reasonable person to be aware of a substantial 
and unjustifiable risk that the driver’s vehicle has been in a collision. The risk 
must be of such nature or degree that failure to be aware of it constitutes a gross 
deviation from the standard of care that a reasonable person would observe in the 
situation.
 (3)(a) Except as otherwise provided in paragraph (b) of this subsection, the 
offense described in this section, failure to perform the duties of a driver to injured 
persons, is a Class C felony and is applicable on any premises open to the public.
 (b) Failure to perform the duties of a driver to injured persons is a Class B felony 
if a person suffers serious physical injury as defined in ORS 161.015 or dies as a 
result of the collision. [1983 c.338 §573; 1993 c.621 §1; 2001 c.919 §1; 2017 c.75 
§2; 2018 c.22 §2]

 811.706 Money damages resulting from violation of ORS 811.700 or 811.705. 
When a person is convicted of violating ORS 811.700 or 811.705, the court, in 
addition to any other sentence it may impose, may order the person to pay an 
amount of money equal to the amount of any damages caused by the person as a 
result of the incident that created the duties in ORS 811.700 or 811.705. [1995 c.782 
§2]
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 Note: 811.706 was enacted into law by the Legislative Assembly but was not 
added to or made a part of ORS chapter 811 or any series therein by legislative 
action. See Preface to Oregon Revised Statutes for further explanation.

 811.707 Crime classification for violation of ORS 811.705. The Oregon 
Criminal Justice Commission shall classify the crime of failure to perform the duties 
of a driver to injured persons as crime category 8 of the sentencing guidelines grid 
of the commission if a person suffers serious physical injury as defined in ORS 
161.015 or dies as a result of the collision that forms the basis of the conviction. 
[2001 c.919 §2; 2018 c.22 §3]

 Note: 811.707 was enacted into law by the Legislative Assembly but was not 
added to or made a part of ORS chapter 811 or any series therein by legislative 
action. See Preface to Oregon Revised Statutes for further explanation.

 811.710 Failure to perform duties of driver when animal is injured; penalty. 
(1) A driver of a vehicle who knows or has reason to believe that the driver’s vehicle 
was involved in a collision commits the offense of failure to perform the duties of 
a driver when an animal is injured if the driver’s vehicle injures or kills a domestic 
animal and the driver does not perform all of the following duties:
 (a) Immediately stop the driver’s vehicle at the scene of the collision or as close 
to the scene of the collision as possible and reasonably investigate what the driver’s 
vehicle struck. Every stop required under this paragraph should be made without 
obstructing traffic more than is necessary.
 (b) Make a reasonable effort to determine the nature of the animal’s injuries.
 (c) Give reasonable attention to the animal.
 (d) Immediately report the injury to the animal’s owner.
 (e) If unable to contact the owner of the animal, notify a police officer.
 (f) If the driver discovers only after leaving the scene of the collision that 
the driver’s vehicle may have been involved in a collision that injured or killed a 
domestic animal, the driver shall as soon as reasonably possible make a good faith 
effort to comply with the requirements of this section.
 (2) The requirements under this section for a driver to stop and attend an injured 
animal depend on the traffic hazards then existing.
 (3) As used in this section, “reason to believe” means that the driver is aware of 
a circumstance that would cause a reasonable person to be aware of a substantial 
and unjustifiable risk that the driver’s vehicle has been in a collision. The risk 
must be of such nature or degree that failure to be aware of it constitutes a gross 
deviation from the standard of care that a reasonable person would observe in the 
situation.
 (4) The offense described in this section, failure to perform the duties of a driver 
when an animal is injured, is a Class B traffic violation. [1983 c.338 §574; 2018 c.22 
§4]

 811.715 Failure to perform duties of witness to accident; penalty. (1) A 
person commits the offense of failure to perform the duties of a witness to an 
accident if the person:
 (a) Witnesses an accident that results in injury or death to any person or causes 
damage to a vehicle that is driven or attended by any person; and
 (b) Does not furnish to the driver or occupant of such vehicles or injured person, 
the true name and address of the witness.
 (2) The offense described in this section, failure to perform the duties of a 
witness to an accident, is a Class B traffic violation. [1983 c.338 §575]
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 811.717 Failure to remove motor vehicle from roadway; penalty. (1) The 
driver of a motor vehicle commits the offense of failure to remove a motor vehicle 
from the roadway if, after an accident:
 (a) A person has not suffered any apparent personal injury as a result of the 
accident;
 (b) The motor vehicle is operable and does not require towing;
 (c) It is safe to drive the motor vehicle to a location off of the roadway as close to 
the accident scene as possible; and
 (d) The driver does not move the motor vehicle to a location off of the roadway 
as close to the accident scene as possible.
 (2) The offense described in this section, failure to remove a motor vehicle from 
the roadway, is a Class C traffic violation. [2007 c.664 §4; 2008 c.10 §3]

 Note: 811.717 was added to and made a part of the Oregon Vehicle Code by 
legislative action but was not added to ORS chapter 811 or any series therein. See 
Preface to Oregon Revised Statutes for further explanation.

(Reports)

 811.720 When accident must be reported to Department of Transportation. 
(1) Except as provided in subsection (4) of this section, any accident occurring on 
a highway or upon premises open to the public resulting in injury or death to any 
person is subject to the reporting requirements under the following sections:
 (a) The reporting requirements for drivers under ORS 811.725.
 (b) The reporting requirements for occupants of vehicles in accidents under 
ORS 811.735.
 (c) The reporting requirements for owners of vehicles under ORS 811.730.
 (2) Except as provided in subsection (4) of this section, an accident occurring on 
a highway or upon premises open to the public resulting in damage to the property 
of any person in excess of $2,500 is subject to the following reporting requirements:
 (a) The driver of a vehicle that has more than $2,500 damage must report the 
accident in the manner specified under ORS 811.725.
 (b) The owner of a vehicle that has more than $2,500 damage must report the 
accident in the manner specified in ORS 811.730 and under the circumstances 
specified in ORS 811.730.
 (c) If the property damage is to property other than a vehicle involved in the 
accident, each driver involved in the accident must report the accident in the 
manner specified under ORS 811.725 and each owner of a vehicle involved in the 
accident must report the accident in the manner specified in ORS 811.730 and 
under the circumstances specified in ORS 811.730.
 (d) If a vehicle involved in the accident is damaged to the extent that the vehicle 
must be towed from the scene of the accident, each driver involved in the accident 
must report the accident in the manner specified under ORS 811.725 and each 
owner of a vehicle involved in the accident must report the accident in the manner 
specified in ORS 811.730 and under the circumstances specified in ORS 811.730.
 (3) The dollar amount specified in subsection (2) of this section may be 
increased every five years by the Department of Transportation based upon any 
increase in the Consumer Price Index for All Urban Consumers, West Region 
(All Items), as published by the Bureau of Labor Statistics of the United States 
Department of Labor or its successor during the preceding 12-month period. The 
amount determined under this subsection shall be rounded to the nearest $100.
 (4) The following are exempt from the reporting requirements of this section:
 (a) Operators of snowmobiles, Class I all-terrain vehicles or Class III all-terrain 
vehicles.
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 (b) A law enforcement official acting in the course of official duty if the accident 
involved a law enforcement official performing a lawful intervention technique or a 
law enforcement official and a person acting during the commission of a criminal 
offense. As used in this paragraph:
 (A) “Law enforcement official” means a person who is responsible for enforcing 
the criminal laws of this state or a political subdivision of this state and who is 
employed or volunteers:
 (i) As a peace officer commissioned by a city, university that has established 
a police department under ORS 352.121 or 353.125, port, school district, 
mass transit district, county or county service district authorized to provide law 
enforcement services under ORS 451.010;
 (ii) With the Department of State Police or the Criminal Justice Division of the 
Department of Justice;
 (iii) As an investigator of a district attorney’s office, if the investigator is certified 
as a peace officer in this state; or
 (iv) As an authorized tribal police officer as defined in ORS 181A.940.
 (B) “Lawful intervention technique” means a method by which one motor vehicle 
causes, or attempts to cause, another motor vehicle to stop. [1983 c.338 §576; 1987 
c.258 §11; 1993 c.614 §1; 1997 c.279 §1; 2001 c.827 §7; 2003 c.531 §1; 2005 c.405 
§1; 2011 c.506 §49; 2011 c.644 §§34,56; 2013 c.180 §§54,55; 2015 c.174 §24; 2017 
c.189 §1; 2019 c.57 §36]

 811.725 Driver failure to report accident to Department of Transportation; 
penalty. (1) The driver of a vehicle commits the offense of driver failure to report an 
accident if the driver does any of the following:
 (a) Is driving any vehicle that is involved in an accident required to be reported 
under ORS 811.720 and does not, within 72 hours of the accident, complete a 
report of the accident in a form approved by the Department of Transportation and 
submit the report to the department.
 (b) Is driving a vehicle that is involved in an accident and does not submit to the 
department any report required by the department that is other than or in addition 
to the reports required by this section. The department may request a supplemental 
report if in the opinion of the department the original report is insufficient.
 (c) Is driving any vehicle that is involved in an accident required to be reported 
under ORS 811.720 and does not, within 72 hours of the accident, provide proof of 
compliance with financial responsibility requirements to the department, in a form 
furnished by the department, that at the time of the accident the person was in 
compliance with the financial responsibility requirements.
 (2) The proof of compliance with financial responsibility required under this 
section is subject to the prohibitions and penalties for false certification under ORS 
806.050.
 (3) The reports described under this section are subject to the provisions of 
ORS 802.220 and 802.240 relating to the use of such reports after submission. 
Exemptions from requirements to provide proof of compliance with financial 
responsibility are established under ORS 806.020.
 (4) A driver may be required to file additional accident reports with a city as 
provided under ORS 801.040.
 (5) The offense described in this section, driver failure to report an accident, is 
a Class B traffic violation. [1983 c.338 §577; 1985 c.393 §36; 1993 c.751 §67; 2005 
c.195 §1; 2019 c.312 §13]

 811.730 Owner failure to report accident to Department of Transportation; 
penalty. (1) The owner of a vehicle commits the offense of owner failure to report 
an accident if the owner does any of the following:
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 (a) If the person owns a vehicle that is involved in an accident that is required to 
be reported under ORS 811.720 and all of the following apply:
 (A) The accident occurred while the vehicle was driven by someone other than 
the owner of the vehicle.
 (B) The driver of the vehicle does not make an accident report as required under 
ORS 811.725.
 (C) The owner of the vehicle fails to report the accident to the Department of 
Transportation in a form specified by the department as soon as the owner learns 
of the accident.
 (b) If the person is the owner of a vehicle involved in an accident and the person 
does not make any additional reports the department may require.
 (2) The offense described in this section, owner failure to report an accident, is a 
Class B traffic violation. [1983 c.338 §578; 1985 c.393 §37; 1993 c.751 §68]

 811.735 Failure of vehicle occupant to make accident report to Department 
of Transportation; penalty. (1) A person commits the offense of failure of a vehicle 
occupant to make an accident report if:
 (a) The person is an occupant, other than the driver, of a vehicle at a time when 
the vehicle is involved in an accident required to be reported under ORS 811.720;
 (b) The driver of the vehicle is physically incapable of making an accident report 
required under ORS 811.725; and
 (c) The occupant does not make the accident report or cause the accident 
report to be made.
 (2) This section does not require an occupant of a vehicle who is not a driver to 
provide proof of compliance with financial responsibility requirements.
 (3) The offense described in this section, failure of a vehicle occupant to make 
an accident report, is a Class B traffic violation. [1983 c.338 §579; 2019 c.312 §14]

 811.740 False accident report; penalty. (1) A person commits the offense of 
giving a false accident report if the person gives information in any report required 
under ORS 811.725 or 811.730, knowing or having reason to believe that such 
information is false.
 (2) The offense described in this section, giving a false accident report, is a 
Class B misdemeanor. [1983 c.338 §581; 1985 c.393 §38]

 811.745 When accident must be reported to police officer or law 
enforcement agency. (1) Except as provided in subsection (4) of this section, any 
accident occurring on a highway or upon premises open to the public resulting in 
injury or death to any person is subject to the reporting requirements under the 
following sections:
 (a) The reporting requirements for drivers under ORS 811.748.
 (b) The reporting requirements for occupants of vehicles in accidents under 
ORS 811.750.
 (2) Except as provided in subsection (4) of this section, an accident occurring on 
a highway or upon premises open to the public resulting in damage to the property 
of any person in excess of $2,500 is subject to the following reporting requirements:
 (a) The driver of a vehicle that has more than $2,500 damage must report the 
accident in the manner specified under ORS 811.748.
 (b) If the property damage is to property other than a vehicle involved in the 
accident, each driver involved in the accident must report the accident in the 
manner specified under ORS 811.748.
 (c) If a vehicle involved in the accident is damaged to the extent that the vehicle 
must be towed from the scene of the accident, each driver involved in the accident 
must report the accident in the manner specified under ORS 811.748.
 (3) The dollar amount specified in subsection (2) of this section may be 
increased every five years by the Department of Transportation based upon any 
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increase in the Consumer Price Index for All Urban Consumers, West Region 
(All Items), as published by the Bureau of Labor Statistics of the United States 
Department of Labor or its successor during the preceding 12-month period. The 
amount determined under this subsection shall be rounded to the nearest $100.
 (4) The following are exempt from the reporting requirements of this section:
 (a) Operators of snowmobiles and Class I, Class III and Class IV all-terrain 
vehicles.
 (b) A law enforcement official acting in the course of official duty if the accident 
involved a law enforcement official performing a lawful intervention technique or 
involved a law enforcement official and a person acting during the commission of a 
criminal offense. As used in this paragraph:
 (A) “Law enforcement official” means a person who is responsible for enforcing 
the criminal laws of this state or a political subdivision of this state and who is 
employed or volunteers:
 (i) As a peace officer commissioned by a city, port, university that has 
established a police department under ORS 352.121 or 353.125, school 
district, mass transit district, county or service district authorized to provide law 
enforcement services under ORS 451.010;
 (ii) With the Department of State Police or the Criminal Justice Division of the 
Department of Justice; or
 (iii) As an investigator of a district attorney’s office, if the investigator is certified 
as a peace officer in this state.
 (B) “Lawful intervention technique” means a method by which one motor vehicle 
causes, or attempts to cause, another motor vehicle to stop.
 (5) The reporting requirements under this section are in addition to, and not in 
lieu of, the reporting requirements under ORS 811.720. [2009 c.490 §2; 2011 c.360 
§18; 2011 c.506 §50; 2013 c.180 §56; 2017 c.189 §2; 2019 c.57 §37]

 Note: 811.745 to 811.750 were added to and made a part of the Oregon Vehicle 
Code by legislative action but were not added to ORS chapter 811 or any series 
therein. See Preface to Oregon Revised Statutes for further explanation.

 811.747 Definitions for ORS 811.748 and 811.750. As used in ORS 811.748 and 
811.750:
 (1) “Emergency communications system” has the meaning given that term in 
ORS 403.105.
 (2) “Law enforcement agency” means any agency that employs members of the 
Oregon State Police, a sheriff, a deputy sheriff, a city police officer, a police officer 
commissioned by a university under ORS 352.121 or 353.125 or a law enforcement 
officer employed by a service district established under ORS 451.410 to 451.610 
for the purpose of law enforcement services. [2009 c.490 §3; 2011 c.506 §51; 2013 
c.180 §57; 2015 c.247 §38]

 Note: See note under 811.745.

 811.748 Driver failure to report accident to police officer or law enforcement 
agency; penalty. (1) The driver of a vehicle commits the offense of driver failure 
to report an accident if the driver is driving any vehicle that is involved in an 
accident required to be reported under ORS 811.745 and the driver, if physically 
capable, does not give notice of the accident immediately to a police officer or a law 
enforcement agency by the quickest means available.
 (2) Notwithstanding subsection (1) of this section, a driver does not commit the 
offense of driver failure to report an accident if:
 (a) The accident required to be reported under ORS 811.745 results in a serious 
injury or death; and
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 (b) The driver gives notice of the accident immediately to the emergency 
communications system by the quickest means available.
 (3) The offense described in this section, driver failure to report an accident, is a 
Class A traffic violation. [2009 c.490 §4; 2015 c.247 §39]

 Note: See note under 811.745.

 811.750 Failure of vehicle occupant to make accident report to police 
officer or law enforcement agency; penalty. (1) A person commits the offense of 
failure of a vehicle occupant to make an accident report if:
 (a) The person is an occupant, other than the driver, of a vehicle at a time when 
the vehicle is involved in an accident required to be reported to a police officer or a 
law enforcement agency under ORS 811.745;
 (b) The driver of the vehicle is physically incapable of giving notice to a police 
officer or a law enforcement agency as required under ORS 811.748; and
 (c) The occupant does not give notice of the accident immediately to a police 
officer or a law enforcement agency by the quickest means available.
 (2) Notwithstanding subsection (1) of this section, a person does not commit the 
offense of failure of a vehicle occupant to make an accident report if:
 (a) The accident required to be reported under ORS 811.745 results in a serious 
injury or death; and
 (b) The person gives notice of the accident immediately to the emergency 
communications system by the quickest means available.
 (3) The offense described in this section, failure of a vehicle occupant to make 
an accident report, is a Class A traffic violation. [2009 c.490 §5; 2015 c.247 §40]

 Note: See note under 811.745.

FUNERAL PROCESSIONS

 811.800 Operation of funeral vehicles with improper lights; penalty. (1) A 
person commits the offense of operation of a funeral escort vehicle or a funeral 
lead vehicle with improper lights if the person:
 (a) Fails to equip the funeral escort vehicle or funeral lead vehicle with at least 
one “fire company warning light” as provided for under ORS 816.350 and described 
under ORS 816.285; or
 (b) Uses the “fire company warning light” at any time except during a funeral 
procession.
 (2) No ordinance or other regulation shall prohibit the use of warning lights on a 
funeral escort vehicle or funeral lead vehicle while driving in a funeral procession.
 (3) The offense described in this section, operation of a funeral escort vehicle or 
funeral lead vehicle with improper lights, is a Class D traffic violation. [1991 c.482 
§6; 1993 c.18 §170; 1995 c.383 §1]

 811.802 Failure to yield right of way to funeral procession; penalty. (1) 
A person commits the offense of failure to yield the right of way to a funeral 
procession if the funeral procession is accompanied by a funeral escort vehicle or a 
funeral lead vehicle and the person does not do the following:
 (a) Yield the right of way to the funeral procession.
 (b) Stop before entering any intersection and remain stopped until the funeral 
procession has passed.
 (c) Obey any directions given by a driver of a funeral escort vehicle.
 (2) Except as otherwise provided in subsection (3) of this section and except for 
emergency vehicles and police vehicles or at the direction of a police officer, this 
section applies to pedestrians, bicyclists, motor vehicle drivers and anyone else in 
the path of a funeral procession.
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 (3) This section applies only to persons who knew or in the exercise of 
reasonable care should have known of the presence of a funeral procession.
 (4) The offense described in this section, failure to yield the right of way to a 
funeral procession, is a Class D traffic violation. [1991 c.482 §7; 1995 c.383 §2]

 811.804 Intersection rules for funeral processions. (1) While exercising due 
caution regarding the safety of others, notwithstanding any traffic control device, 
right of way provisions or other provisions of the Oregon Vehicle Code, if the funeral 
escort vehicle or funeral lead vehicle lawfully enters an intersection, the following 
procession may enter the intersection without stopping.
 (2) Notwithstanding subsection (1) of this section, the vehicles in the funeral 
procession shall yield the right of way:
 (a) To an emergency vehicle giving an audible or visible signal; or
 (b) If directed by a police officer to do so. [1991 c.482 §8]

 811.806 Exceeding maximum speed for funeral procession; penalty. (1) 
Notwithstanding any other provision of law, a person commits the offense of 
exceeding the maximum speed for a funeral procession if:
 (a) The person is driving in a funeral procession on a highway with a speed limit 
of less than 50 miles per hour and the person drives at a speed that exceeds five 
miles per hour less than the speed limit; or
 (b) The person is driving in a funeral procession on a highway with a speed limit 
greater than 50 miles per hour and the person drives at a speed that exceeds 45 
miles per hour.
 (2) The offense described in this section, exceeding the maximum speed for a 
funeral procession, is a Class D traffic violation. [1991 c.482 §12; 1995 c.383 §3]

 811.808 Exemption from speed limits for funeral escort vehicle. 
Notwithstanding ORS 811.111 or 811.295, while overtaking the funeral procession in 
order to direct traffic at the next intersection, the funeral escort vehicle may exceed 
the posted speed limit by 10 miles per hour and may cross the center line of a 
roadway that is divided into two or more lanes. [1991 c.482 §9; 2003 c.14 §494; 
2003 c.819 §10]

 811.810 Disrupting funeral procession; penalty. (1) A person commits the 
offense of disrupting a funeral procession if:
 (a) The person is driving a vehicle that is not a member of the funeral 
procession and the person drives between the vehicles in a funeral procession; or
 (b) The person is driving a vehicle that is not a member of the funeral 
procession and the person joins the funeral procession in order to be exempt from 
any rule of the road.
 (2) This section does not apply to any emergency vehicle or police vehicle while 
that vehicle is performing emergency or police duties.
 (3) The offense described in this section, disrupting a funeral procession, is a 
Class D traffic violation. [1991 c.482 §10; 1995 c.383 §4]

 811.812 Free passage for funeral procession vehicles. Any person or vehicle 
participating in a funeral procession shall be allowed to pass free through all 
tollgates, tunnels, toll bridges and ferries. [1991 c.482 §11]

_______________



VEHICLE EQUIPMENT GENERALLY

OREGON VEHICLE CODE (2021 Edition)Page 305

Chapter 815

2021 EDITION

Vehicle Equipment Generally

GENERAL PROVISIONS
815.005 Consistent parts and equipment authorized
815.010 Compliance with standards for equipment; federal standards to supersede 

state
815.015 Department inspection of vehicles for compliance
815.020 Operation of unsafe vehicle; penalty
815.025 Causing unreasonable noise with vehicle; penalty

AUTHORITY TO ESTABLISH STANDARDS
815.030 State vehicle equipment standards
815.035 Rules for standards for roadside warning devices
815.040 Standards for window and windshield material
815.045 Rules for use of traction tires, retractable studded tires and chains; signs
815.052 Rules establishing standards for protective headgear
815.055 Rules establishing standards for safety belts, harnesses and child safety 

systems
815.060 Rules establishing standards for slow-moving vehicle emblems
815.065 Rules establishing standards for hydraulic brake fluid
815.070 Road warning signals for tow vehicles or wreckers

PROVIDING UNLAWFUL EQUIPMENT
815.075 Selling vehicles or equipment that violates rules; exemptions; penalty
815.080 Providing safety belt, harness or child safety system that does not comply 

with standards; exemptions; penalty
815.085 Servicing with or selling unapproved brake fluid; penalty
815.090 Replacement of vehicle windows with unapproved material; penalty
815.095 Unlawful sales, installations or representations concerning pollution 

control systems; penalty
815.097 Providing vehicle with mercury light switch

OPERATING WITH UNLAWFUL EQUIPMENT
815.100 Operation of vehicle that violates equipment rules; penalty
815.105 Exemptions from equipment requirements
815.107 Exemption from equipment requirements for street rods
815.109 Exemption from equipment requirements for racing activity vehicles

SPECIFIC EQUIPMENT

(Slow-Moving Vehicles)

815.110 Requirements for and use of slow-moving vehicle emblem
815.115 Violation of emblem requirements; penalty
815.120 Exemptions from emblem requirements

(Brakes)

815.125 Requirements and standards
815.130 Improper brakes; penalty
815.135 Exemptions from brake requirements
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(Tires)

815.140 Failure to use vehicle traction tires or chains; penalty
815.142 Failure to carry vehicle traction tires or chains; penalty
815.145 Exemptions from traction tire or chains requirement
815.155 Unlawful use of device without wheels; exemptions; civil liability; penalty
815.160 Unlawful use of metal objects on tires; civil liability; penalty
815.165 Exemptions from prohibition on tires with metal objects
815.167 Prohibition on selling studs other than lightweight studs; exemption
815.170 Operation without pneumatic tires; civil liability; penalty
815.175 Exemptions from pneumatic tire requirement

(Mudguards, Fenders)

815.180 Standards
815.182 Kinds of fenders or mudguards required for specified vehicles; placement
815.185 Operation without proper fenders or mudguards; penalty
815.190 Exemptions from mudguard and fender requirements

(Visible Emissions)

815.195 Requirements and standards
815.200 Violation of visible emission limits; penalty
815.205 Exemptions from visible emission limits

(Windows)

815.210 Operation of vehicle without approved material in windows; exemptions; 
penalty

815.215 Failure to have windshield wipers; exemptions; penalty
815.220 Obstruction of vehicle windows; penalty
815.221 Tinting; authorized and prohibited materials; certificate
815.222 Illegal window tinting; dismissal; penalty

(Horns, Sound Equipment)

815.225 Violation of use limits on sound equipment; exemptions; penalty
815.230 Violation of sound equipment requirements; exemptions; penalty

(Sound System Amplification)

815.232 Unreasonable sound amplification from a vehicle; penalty
815.233 Enhancement of penalty for violation of ORS 815.232

(Mirrors)

815.235 Operation without rearview mirror; exemptions; penalty
815.237 Forward crossview mirror; failure to inspect; exemptions; penalty

(Image Display Devices)

815.240 Unlawful use of image display device; exemptions; penalty

(Clearance)

815.245 Violation of minimum clearance requirements for passenger vehicles; 
penalty

(Exhaust System)

815.250 Operation without proper exhaust system; exemptions; penalty

(Speedometer)

815.255 Operation of vehicle for hire without speedometer; exemptions; penalty

(Disposal System)

815.260 Operation of recreational vehicle with unsealed disposal system; 
exemption; penalty
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(Loads)

815.270 Operating vehicle that is loaded or equipped to obstruct driver; penalty
815.275 Failure to mark end of load with light or flag when required; penalty

(Bicycles)

815.280 Violation of bicycle equipment requirements; penalty
815.281 Selling noncomplying bicycle headgear; renting or leasing bicycle without 

having approved headgear available; penalties

(Motorized Wheelchairs)

815.282 Operating motorized wheelchair on bicycle lane without proper lighting 
equipment

(Motor Assisted Scooters)

815.283 Violation of motor assisted scooter equipment requirements; penalty

(Electric Personal Assistive Mobility Devices)

815.284 Violation of electric personal assistive mobility device equipment 
requirements; penalty

(Warning Devices)

815.285 Failure to carry roadside vehicle warning devices; exemptions; penalty

(Implements of Husbandry)

815.290 Exemptions from equipment requirements

(Pollution Control Equipment)

815.295 Failure to have required pollution control equipment; exemptions; penalty
815.300 Exemptions from requirement to be equipped with pollution control system
815.305 Disconnection or alteration of pollution control equipment; penalty
815.310 Proof of compliance with requirements
815.315 Use of improper certificate for pollution control system; penalty
815.320 Unlawful certification of compliance with pollution control requirements; 

penalty
815.325 Unlawfully requiring repair for certification of compliance with pollution 

control requirements; penalty

(Odometer Offenses)

815.405 Department review of odometer disclosure statements
815.410 Illegal odometer tampering; prohibition; exceptions; civil action; penalty
815.415 Unlawful repair of odometer; rules; civil action; penalty
815.420 Unlawfully removing odometer repair notice; penalty
815.425 Failure to submit odometer disclosure; penalty
815.430 Submitting false odometer disclosure; penalty

(Traffic Control Signal Operating Devices)

815.440 Unauthorized possession, use or distribution of traffic control signal 
operating device; exemption; penalty

815.445 Authority to use traffic control signal operating devices; costs

(Vehicle Metering System)

815.555 Tampering with a vehicle metering system; penalty
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GENERAL PROVISIONS

 815.005 Consistent parts and equipment authorized. Nothing in the vehicle 
code shall be construed to prohibit the use of additional parts and accessories on 
any vehicle not inconsistent with the provisions of the vehicle code. [1983 c.338 
§434]

 815.010 Compliance with standards for equipment; federal standards 
to supersede state. (1) Testing requirements for equipment standards adopted 
under the vehicle code shall be met by the manufacturer submitting a report from 
a laboratory approved by the Department of Transportation showing compliance 
with the current federal regulations or the standards of the Society of Automotive 
Engineers, the American National Standards Institute or the National Institute 
of Standards and Technology. This subsection supersedes any provision to the 
contrary in the vehicle code.
 (2) A federal vehicle safety standard that conflicts with an equipment provision of 
the vehicle code applicable to the same aspect of performance shall supersede that 
specific provision of the vehicle code with respect to vehicles in compliance with 
the federal vehicle safety standard that was in effect at the time of sale. [1983 c.338 
§435; 1985 c.16 §228; 1989 c.402 §2; 1991 c.67 §221; 2003 c.14 §497; 2003 c.158 
§1]

 815.015 Department inspection of vehicles for compliance. The Department 
of Transportation may at any time inspect any vehicle to determine its compliance 
with the equipment provisions and other provisions of the vehicle code. [1983 c.338 
§436]

 815.020 Operation of unsafe vehicle; penalty. (1) A person commits the 
offense of operation of an unsafe vehicle if the person does any of the following:
 (a) Drives or moves on any highway any vehicle which is in such unsafe 
condition as to endanger any person.
 (b) Owns a vehicle and causes or knowingly permits the vehicle to be driven or 
moved on any highway when the vehicle is in such unsafe condition as to endanger 
any person.
 (2) The offense described in this section, operation of an unsafe vehicle, is a 
Class B traffic violation. [1983 c.338 §437]

 815.025 Causing unreasonable noise with vehicle; penalty. (1) A person 
commits the offense of causing unreasonable noise with a vehicle if the person 
operates upon any highway any motor vehicle so as to cause any greater noise or 
sound than is reasonably necessary for the proper operation of the vehicle.
 (2) The offense described in this section, causing unreasonable noise with a 
vehicle, is a Class D traffic violation. [1983 c.338 §438; 1987 c.158 §171; 1995 
c.383 §22]

AUTHORITY TO ESTABLISH STANDARDS

 815.030 State vehicle equipment standards. (1) The Department of 
Transportation shall adopt and enforce minimum standards for vehicle performance 
or vehicle equipment performance consistent with this section.
 (2) Standards adopted by the department under this section shall be consistent 
with any vehicle standards established under federal regulations or under standards 
of the Society of Automotive Engineers, the American National Standards Institute 
or the National Institute of Standards and Technology.
 (3) As federal regulations concerning vehicle equipment are subsequently 
amended or repealed the department may consider subsequent federal vehicle 
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safety standards and adopt standards with respect to any vehicle or item of vehicle 
equipment applicable to the same aspect of performance of such vehicle or item of 
equipment if the department determines that the subsequent federal standards are 
practicable, provide an objective standard and meet the need for vehicle safety.
 (4) Standards adopted by the department under this section supersede 
any equipment provision of the vehicle code applicable to the same aspect of 
performance that conflicts with a specific provision of a standard adopted by the 
department under this section with respect to compliance with safety standards in 
effect at the time of sale.
 (5) The department shall continue to adopt equipment standards as required 
under other sections of the vehicle code if there is no standard under this section.
 (6) Proof of certification of equipment under this section may be in the form of 
a symbol or designation prescribed in federal standards or if there is no federal 
symbol or designation, by a symbol or designation acceptable to the department.
 (7) Compliance with any requirements for equipment under this section is 
subject to ORS 815.010.
 (8) Prohibitions and penalties relating to the standards established under this 
section are provided under ORS 815.075 and 815.100. [1983 c.338 §439; 1985 
c.188 §1; 2003 c.158 §2]

 815.035 Rules for standards for roadside warning devices. The Department 
of Transportation shall adopt rules to establish standards for roadside vehicle 
warning devices for purposes of ORS 811.530 and 815.285. The rules shall include 
requirements for the placement and use of such warning devices to provide 
warning of disabled vehicles. [1985 c.16 §230]

 815.040 Standards for window and windshield material. (1) The Department 
of Transportation shall establish standards for safety glazing material used in 
vehicle windows and windshields including standards for any glazing material so 
constructed, treated or combined with other materials as to reduce substantially, in 
comparison to ordinary sheet or plate glass, the likelihood of injury to persons by 
broken or cracked glass or by objects from external sources.
 (2) The standards established under this section shall conform, insofar as 
practical, to safety standards and specifications for safety glazing material issued 
by the federal government.
 (3) Prohibitions and penalties relating to the standards established under this 
section are provided under ORS 815.090 and 815.210.
 (4) The standards established under this section may not restrict the installation 
and use of window tinting material that meets the requirements of ORS 815.221. 
[1983 c.338 §440; 1989 c.402 §3; 1995 c.263 §5; 2003 c.14 §498; 2003 c.158 §3]

 815.045 Rules for use of traction tires, retractable studded tires and 
chains; signs. (1) The Oregon Transportation Commission shall adopt rules 
necessary to carry out ORS 815.140 and 815.142. The rules adopted by the 
commission:
 (a) Shall establish the various types of conditions under which vehicle traction 
tires or chains must be used or carried.
 (b) Shall define types of vehicle traction tires or chains that may be used or 
carried under various road conditions. The commission rules under this paragraph 
shall comply with the following:
 (A) Traction tire shall be defined to include any tire that meets traction standards 
established by the Department of Transportation.
 (B) Retractable studded tires or tires with studs that are permitted under ORS 
815.165 shall be allowed as traction tires under the rules.
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 (C) The department may require that traction tires without studs bear identifying 
marks, defined by the department, that indicate that the tire was manufactured 
specifically for adverse weather conditions.
 (D) Chains shall be defined to include link chains, cable chains or any other 
device that attaches to the wheel, vehicle or outside of the tire and that augments 
the traction of a vehicle.
 (E) Retractable studded tires shall be defined to include tires with embedded 
studs that project beyond the tread surface only when a vehicle operator extends 
the studs to augment the traction of the vehicle.
 (c) Shall establish signs to be posted under conditions that require vehicle 
traction tires or chains to be used or carried.
 (d) May establish types or classes of vehicles that are exempt from requirements 
to use or carry vehicle traction tires or chains under certain conditions if the 
commission determines that the operation of the class or type of vehicle would be 
safe under those conditions.
 (2) A road authority shall:
 (a) Determine when conditions on a segment of highway require a person to use 
or carry vehicle traction tires or chains as defined by the commission;
 (b) Determine which segments of a highway shall be posted as described under 
this section to require a person to use or carry vehicle traction tires or chains; and
 (c) Provide for the placement and removal of signs requiring a person to use or 
carry vehicle traction tires or chains. [1983 c.338 §441; 1985 c.16 §231; 1993 c.741 
§86; 1997 c.493 §1; 2007 c.406 §1; 2021 c.630 §97]

 815.050 [1983 c.338 §442; 1985 c.16 §232; 1993 c.751 §73; repealed by 1995 
c.492 §8]

 815.052 Rules establishing standards for protective headgear. The 
Department of Transportation shall adopt and enforce rules establishing minimum 
standards and specifications for safe protective headgear to be worn by people 
operating bicycles, by passengers on bicycles and by people riding on skateboards 
or scooters or using in-line skates. The rules shall conform, insofar as practicable, 
to national safety standards and specifications for such headgear. [1993 c.408 §6; 
2003 c.106 §2; 2005 c.141 §1]

 815.055 Rules establishing standards for safety belts, harnesses and child 
safety systems. (1) The Department of Transportation shall adopt and enforce 
rules establishing minimum standards and specifications for the construction and 
installation of safety belts, safety harnesses or child safety systems and anchors or 
other devices to which safety belts, safety harnesses or child safety systems may 
be attached and secured. The rules adopted under this subsection are subject to 
the following:
 (a) The rules that establish minimum standards and specifications for child 
safety systems required and regulated under this section and ORS 811.210 and 
815.080 shall conform to the standards for child safety systems established by the 
federal government. Child safety systems are required to meet those standards in 
effect at the date of manufacture.
 (b) All rules adopted under this subsection shall conform to the regulations and 
standards established by the federal government relating to safety belt assemblies 
that are applicable to motor vehicles at the date of manufacture.
 (2) The department may purchase in the market and test or submit to testing 
laboratories any safety belt, safety harness, child safety system or anchor or 
other device. The department shall enforce the penalties under ORS 815.080 if it 
determines that the belt, harness, child safety system or anchor or other device 
does not conform to the minimum standards established under this section.
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 (3) Prohibitions and penalties relating to sale and use of equipment subject to 
this section are provided under ORS 811.210 and 815.080. [1983 c.338 §443; 1985 
c.16 §233; 1989 c.402 §4; 1993 c.751 §74; 2001 c.679 §2; 2003 c.158 §9]

 815.060 Rules establishing standards for slow-moving vehicle emblems. 
The Department of Transportation shall adopt rules for slow-moving vehicle 
emblems for purposes of ORS 815.110 and 815.115. The rules adopted under this 
section shall:
 (1) Require a slow-moving vehicle emblem that is reflectorized or fluorescent 
and that is of a standard type.
 (2) Establish design and mounting requirements that the emblem must meet.
 (3) Conform to the nationally accepted standards for slow-moving vehicle 
emblems. [1983 c.338 §444]

 815.065 Rules establishing standards for hydraulic brake fluid. The 
Department of Transportation shall adopt and enforce rules for the purpose of 
regulation of hydraulic brake fluid under ORS 815.085. The rules shall establish 
standards and specifications and labeling requirements for hydraulic brake fluid 
and other liquid mediums through which force is transmitted to the brakes in 
the hydraulic brake system of a vehicle. The rules, in so far as practicable, shall 
conform to safety standards and specifications for brake fluids issued by the federal 
government and to the current standards and specifications of the Society of 
Automotive Engineers applicable to such fluid. The department shall publish rules 
adopted under this section. Penalties and prohibitions relating to the rules are as 
provided under ORS 815.085. [1983 c.338 §446; 1989 c.402 §5; 2003 c.158 §12]

 815.070 Road warning signals for tow vehicles or wreckers. The Oregon 
Transportation Commission shall prescribe warning signs or signals for placement 
on roadways by tow vehicles or wreckers under ORS 822.220. [1983 c.338 §449; 
1985 c.16 §236; 1987 c.119 §2]

PROVIDING UNLAWFUL EQUIPMENT

 815.075 Selling vehicles or equipment that violates rules; exemptions; 
penalty. (1) A person commits the offense of selling vehicles or equipment that 
violates state equipment administrative rules if the person sells or offers for sale 
any vehicle or sells or offers for sale for use upon a vehicle or uses on any vehicle 
any equipment if the vehicle or equipment:
 (a) Does not conform to standards established by the Department of 
Transportation by rule under ORS 815.030; and
 (b) Does not bear thereon proof of certification that it complies with the 
applicable standards.
 (2) Proof of certification required under this section may be made in any manner 
provided under ORS 815.030.
 (3) This section is subject to the following exemptions in addition to any 
exemptions under ORS 801.026:
 (a) Vehicles of special interest that are registered under ORS 805.020 are 
deemed to comply with this section if:
 (A) The vehicles are equipped with original manufacturer’s equipment and 
accessories, or their equivalent, and are maintained in safe operating order; or
 (B) The vehicles are street rods that conform to ORS 815.107.
 (b) Road machinery, road rollers, implements of husbandry, farm trailers and 
farm tractors are not subject to this section.
 (c) Antique vehicles are not subject to this section if the vehicles are maintained 
as collectors’ items and used for exhibitions, parades, club activities and similar 
uses, but not used primarily for the transportation of persons or property.
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 (d) Racing activity vehicles are not subject to this section.
 (4) The offense described under this section, selling vehicles or equipment that 
violates state equipment administrative rules, is a Class D traffic violation. [1983 
c.338 §450; 1985 c.16 §237; 1989 c.402 §6; 1995 c.79 §375; 1995 c.383 §23; 1997 
c.402 §6; 2007 c.693 §9]

 815.080 Providing safety belt, harness or child safety system that does not 
comply with standards; exemptions; penalty. (1) A person commits the offense 
of providing a safety belt, harness equipment or a child safety system that does not 
comply with standards if the person does any of the following:
 (a) Sells or offers for sale a new motor vehicle that is not equipped with safety 
belts, safety harnesses or child safety systems that comply with and are installed in 
compliance with the rules adopted by the Department of Transportation under ORS 
815.055. This paragraph applies only to motor vehicles that are primarily designed 
for transportation of individuals and that have seating for one or more passengers 
side-by-side with the operator. This paragraph requires only that the vehicle be 
equipped with one seat belt or harness for the operator and one for at least one of 
the passengers seated beside the operator.
 (b) Sells or offers for sale any safety belt, safety harness, child safety system, 
anchor or other device for attaching or securing safety belts, safety harnesses 
or child safety system if the belt, harness, child safety system, anchor or device 
does not comply with the rules adopted by the department under ORS 815.055. 
This paragraph applies only to belts, harnesses, child safety systems, anchors 
or devices for use or installation on a vehicle that is primarily designed for 
transportation of individuals.
 (c) Sells or offers for sale any safety belt, safety harness, child safety system, 
anchor or other device for attaching or securing safety belts, safety harnesses or 
child safety systems if the belt, harness, child safety system, anchor or device is 
not marked as required under federal safety standards and if the mark is not legible 
when the belt, harness, child safety system, anchor or other device is used or 
installed on a vehicle. This paragraph applies only to belts, harnesses, child safety 
systems, anchors or devices for use or installation on a vehicle that is primarily 
designed for transportation of individuals.
 (d) Installs any safety belt, safety harness, child safety system, anchor or other 
device for attaching or securing safety belts, safety harnesses or child safety 
systems on a vehicle that is primarily designed for the transportation of individuals 
except in compliance with rules adopted by the department under ORS 815.055.
 (2) This section does not apply to school buses or school activity vehicles that 
are subject to equipment standards adopted by the State Board of Education or the 
governing board of a public university listed in ORS 352.002.
 (3) The offense described in this section, providing a safety belt, harness 
equipment or a child safety system that does not comply with standards, is a Class 
C traffic violation. [1983 c.338 §452; 1985 c.16 §238; 1985 c.420 §5; 1987 c.119 §3; 
1993 c.751 §113; 1995 c.383 §24; 1999 c.39 §10; 2003 c.158 §11; 2015 c.767 §210]

 815.085 Servicing with or selling unapproved brake fluid; penalty. (1) A 
person commits the offense of servicing with or selling unapproved brake fluid if the 
person does any of the following:
 (a) Distributes, has for sale, offers for sale or sells any hydraulic brake fluid or 
any other liquid medium through which force is transmitted to the brakes in the 
hydraulic brake system of a vehicle if the fluid or liquid does not comply with the 
standards, specifications and labeling established by rule by the Department of 
Transportation under ORS 815.065.
 (b) Services any vehicle with any hydraulic brake fluid or any other liquid 
medium through which force is transmitted to the brakes in the hydraulic brake 
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system of a vehicle if the fluid or liquid does not comply with the standards, 
specifications and labeling established by rule by the department under ORS 
815.065.
 (2) The offense described in this section, servicing with or selling unapproved 
brake fluid, is a Class A misdemeanor. [1983 c.338 §454]

 815.090 Replacement of vehicle windows with unapproved material; 
penalty. (1) A person commits the offense of replacement of vehicle windows with 
unapproved material if the person makes or procures the replacement of windows 
or windshields in a motor vehicle and the replacement is made with a material 
that does not meet the standards established by the Department of Transportation 
under ORS 815.040.
 (2) This section does not apply to vehicles that are exempt under ORS 815.210 
from the prohibitions against operating a vehicle without approved materials in the 
vehicle windows.
 (3) The offense described in this section, replacement of vehicle windows with 
unapproved material, is a Class A misdemeanor. [1983 c.338 §455; 2003 c.158 §4]

 815.095 Unlawful sales, installations or representations concerning 
pollution control systems; penalty. (1) A person commits the offense of making 
unlawful sales of, installations of or representations concerning vehicle pollution 
control systems if the person does any of the following:
 (a) Sells, displays, advertises or represents as a certified system any motor 
vehicle pollution control system that is not certified under ORS 468A.365.
 (b) Sells, displays, advertises or represents as an approved retrofit technology 
any retrofit technology that is not approved under ORS 468A.810.
 (c) Installs or sells for installation upon a motor vehicle any motor vehicle 
pollution control system for which a certificate of approval has not been issued 
under ORS 468A.365.
 (2) The offense described in this section, making unlawful sales, installations 
or representations concerning vehicle pollution control systems, is a Class A 
misdemeanor but each day of violation does not constitute a separate offense. 
[1983 c.338 §456; 1985 c.16 §239; 2019 c.645 §9]

 815.097 Providing vehicle with mercury light switch. A person commits the 
offense of providing a vehicle with a mercury light switch if the person sells or offers 
for sale in this state a vehicle manufactured after January 1, 2006, that contains a 
mercury light switch mounted on the hood or trunk. [2001 c.924 §7]

OPERATING WITH UNLAWFUL EQUIPMENT

 815.100 Operation of vehicle that violates equipment rules; penalty. (1) A 
person commits the offense of operation of a vehicle that violates state equipment 
administrative rules if the person drives or moves on any highway or owns and 
causes or knowingly permits to be driven or moved on any highway a vehicle if the 
vehicle or any equipment on the vehicle:
 (a) Does not conform to standards established by the Department of 
Transportation by rule under ORS 815.030; and
 (b) Does not bear thereon proof of certification that it complies with the 
applicable standards.
 (2) Proof of certification required under this section may be made in any manner 
provided under ORS 815.030.
 (3) This section is subject to the exemptions from this section established under 
ORS 815.105.
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 (4) Vehicle equipment standards established by rule under ORS 815.030 
supersede any other equipment standards under the vehicle code when so 
provided by ORS 815.030.
 (5) The offense described under this section, operation of vehicle that violates 
state equipment administrative rules, is a Class C traffic violation. [1983 c.338 §466; 
1985 c.16 §244; 1985 c.393 §16]

 815.105 Exemptions from equipment requirements. This section establishes 
exemptions from ORS 815.030 and 815.100. Exemptions under this section are in 
addition to any exemptions under ORS 801.026. Exemptions under this section are 
partial or complete as described in the following:
 (1) Vehicles of special interest that are registered under ORS 805.020 are 
deemed to comply with ORS 815.030 and 815.100 if:
 (a) The vehicles are equipped with original manufacturer’s equipment and 
accessories, or their equivalent, and are maintained in safe operating condition; or
 (b) The vehicles are street rods that conform to ORS 815.107.
 (2) Road machinery, road rollers, implements of husbandry, farm trailers and 
farm tractors are exempt from ORS 815.030 and 815.100.
 (3) Antique vehicles are exempt from ORS 815.030 and 815.100 if the vehicles 
are maintained as collectors’ items and used for exhibitions, parades, club activities 
and similar uses, but not used primarily for the transportation of persons or 
property.
 (4) Motorized wheelchairs are exempt from ORS 815.030 and 815.100 when 
used as permitted under ORS 811.440.
 (5) Racing activity vehicles are exempt from ORS 815.030 and 815.100. [1983 
c.338 §467; 1985 c.16 §245; 1989 c.402 §7; 1991 c.417 §5; 1997 c.402 §7; 2007 
c.693 §10]

 815.107 Exemption from equipment requirements for street rods. A 
vehicle of special interest that is a street rod is exempt from vehicle equipment 
requirements under ORS 815.075, 815.105, 815.120, 815.135, 815.175, 815.190, 
815.210, 815.215, 815.230, 815.250, 815.255 and 816.340 if all of the following 
apply:
 (1) The vehicle is equipped with original manufacturer’s equipment and 
accessories, or their equivalent, except that:
 (a) The drive train, suspension system or brake system on the original vehicle 
may be replaced with a drive train, suspension system or brake system that:
 (A) Conforms to the requirements of ORS 815.125, if applicable;
 (B) Conforms to applicable standards established by the Department of 
Transportation by rule under ORS 815.030; and
 (C) Bears any required proof of certification that the equipment complies with 
the applicable standards;
 (b) The dimensions of the original body of the vehicle may be altered if the 
altered body conforms to the standards established by the department by rule 
under ORS 815.030;
 (c) The hood, bumpers and fenders of the vehicle may be removed from the 
vehicle; and
 (d) The exhaust system may be modified to discharge exhaust along the side of 
the vehicle if the exhaust is discharged away from the vehicle and from a location to 
the rear of the rear edge of the front door of the vehicle.
 (2) The vehicle is maintained in safe operating condition. [1997 c.402 §5; 1999 
c.59 §243]

 815.109 Exemption from equipment requirements for racing activity 
vehicles. A racing activity vehicle is exempt from vehicle equipment requirements 
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under ORS 815.040, 815.075, 815.250, 815.295 and 815.310 if all of the following 
apply:
 (1) The vehicle is equipped with original manufacturer’s equipment and 
accessories or their equivalent; and
 (2) The vehicle is maintained in safe operating condition. [2007 c.693 §3]

SPECIFIC EQUIPMENT
(Slow-Moving Vehicles)

 815.110 Requirements for and use of slow-moving vehicle emblem. This 
section establishes requirements for ORS 815.115. The requirements under this 
section are in addition to any other requirements for lighting equipment provided by 
law. Except as specifically provided by an exemption under ORS 815.120, a person 
violates ORS 815.115 if the person does not comply with any of the following 
requirements:
 (1) The following types of vehicles must display slow-moving vehicle emblems 
described under ORS 815.060:
 (a) Vehicles or combinations of vehicles designed for customary use at speeds 
of less than 25 miles per hour.
 (b) Golf carts or similar vehicles when operated by a person with a disability.
 (c) Class I, Class II and Class IV all-terrain vehicles operated on a highway 
under ORS 821.191 (1).
 (2) Slow-moving vehicle emblems must meet the requirements for such 
emblems established by the Department of Transportation by rule under ORS 
815.060.
 (3) Slow-moving vehicle emblems shall be displayed on the rear of the power 
unit. When a combination of vehicles is being operated in a manner that obscures 
the emblem mounted on the power unit, an additional emblem shall be displayed on 
the rear of the rearmost vehicle in the combination. [1983 c.338 §469; 2001 c.529 
§5; 2007 c.70 §347; 2007 c.207 §3; 2011 c.360 §19]

 815.115 Violation of emblem requirements; penalty. (1) A person commits the 
offense of violation of slow-moving vehicle emblem requirements if the person:
 (a) Drives or moves on any highway or owns and causes or knowingly permits 
to be driven or moved on any highway a vehicle or combination of vehicles if the 
vehicle or combination of vehicles:
 (A) Is required by ORS 815.110 to be equipped with a slow-moving vehicle 
emblem and the vehicle is not equipped with an emblem in the manner required by 
ORS 815.060.
 (B) Is displaying a slow-moving vehicle emblem when not required under ORS 
815.110 or in a manner not in conformity with ORS 815.060; or
 (b) Displays a slow-moving vehicle emblem on a highway when not required 
under ORS 815.110.
 (2) This section is subject to exemptions from this section established under 
ORS 815.120.
 (3) The offense described in this section, violation of slow-moving vehicle 
emblem requirements, is a Class C traffic violation. [1983 c.338 §468; 1985 c.393 
§17; 2013 c.478 §1]

 815.120 Exemptions from emblem requirements. This section establishes 
exemptions from the requirements of ORS 815.110 and 815.115. The exemptions 
under this section are in addition to any exemptions under ORS 801.026. The 
exemptions under this section are partial or complete as described in the following:
 (1) Vehicles of special interest that are registered under ORS 805.020 are 
deemed to comply with the requirements if:
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 (a) The vehicles are equipped with original manufacturer’s equipment and 
accessories, or their equivalent, and are maintained in safe operating condition; or
 (b) The vehicles are street rods that conform to ORS 815.107.
 (2) Antique vehicles are not subject to the standards if the vehicles are 
maintained as collectors’ items and used for exhibitions, parades, club activities and 
similar uses, but not used primarily for the transportation of persons or property.
 (3) Road machinery, road rollers and farm tractors are not subject to the 
requirements except as provided in this subsection. Such vehicles or combinations 
thereof are subject to the requirements if the vehicles are designed for use at 
speeds less than 25 miles per hour, except when such vehicles are engaged in 
actual construction or maintenance work and guarded by a flagger or by clear visible 
warning signs. [1983 c.338 §470; 1985 c.16 §246; 1985 c.69 §8; 1997 c.402 §8]

(Brakes)

 815.125 Requirements and standards. This section establishes requirements 
for ORS 815.130. Except as specifically provided by an exemption under ORS 
815.135, a vehicle or combination of vehicles is in violation of ORS 815.130, if 
the vehicle or combination of vehicles is not equipped with brakes as required 
under the following or if the brakes do not meet the standards described under the 
following:
 (1) Motorcycles and mopeds shall be provided with at least one brake that may 
be operated by hand or foot.
 (2) Motor vehicles other than mopeds or motorcycles shall be equipped with 
brakes that include two separate means of applying the brakes. Each of the 
separate means of applying the brakes shall be effective to apply the brakes to at 
least two wheels and, if the separate means of applying the brakes are connected 
in any way, shall be so constructed that failure of any one part of the operating 
mechanism shall not leave the motor vehicle without brakes on at least two wheels.
 (3) A combination of vehicles that includes a motor vehicle and any other vehicle 
shall be equipped with a brake system on one or more of the vehicles.
 (4) Brakes on any vehicle must be adequate to control movement of and to stop 
and to hold the vehicle or combination of vehicles.
 (5) Brakes on any vehicle must be maintained in good working order.
 (6) Every motor vehicle and combination of motor vehicles except mopeds or 
motorcycles shall at all times be equipped with a parking brake system. A parking 
brake system required by this subsection must meet all the following requirements:
 (a) The system must be adequate to hold the vehicle or combination of motor 
vehicles on any grade where operated under any condition of loading on a surface 
free from ice or snow.
 (b) The system shall at all times be capable of being applied by either the 
driver’s muscular effort, by spring action or by other energy. This paragraph is 
violated if the method for applying the system is not sufficient to make the system 
hold a vehicle as required by this subsection.
 (c) If the system is applied by an energy source, the source must be isolated 
from other uses and used exclusively for the operation of the system.
 (d) The method for keeping the brakes applied must be other than by fluid 
pressure, air pressure or electric energy.
 (e) The system shall be designed so that the brakes cannot be released unless 
they may be immediately reapplied.
 (7) Brakes on vehicles of the following described weight must be able to stop 
the vehicle moving at the described speed within the described distance without 
leaving a 12-foot-wide lane:
 (a) Vehicles with a registration weight of less than 8,000 pounds must be able to 
brake from a speed of 20 miles per hour to a stop within 25 feet.
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 (b) Vehicles with a registration weight of 8,000 pounds or more and 
combinations of vehicles must be able to brake from a speed from 20 miles per 
hour to a stop within 35 feet. [1983 c.338 §472; 1985 c.16 §247]

 815.130 Improper brakes; penalty. (1) A person commits the offense of having 
improper brakes if the person does any of the following:
 (a) Drives or moves on any highway a vehicle that is not equipped with brakes 
that meet requirements under ORS 815.125.
 (b) Owns a vehicle and causes or knowingly permits the vehicle to be driven or 
moved on any highway when the vehicle is not equipped with brakes that meet the 
requirements under ORS 815.125.
 (2) This section is subject to the exemptions from this section established under 
ORS 815.135.
 (3) The offense described in this section, improper brakes, is a Class C traffic 
violation. [1983 c.338 §471; 1995 c.383 §25]

 815.135 Exemptions from brake requirements. This section establishes 
exemptions from ORS 815.130. This section establishes exemptions from ORS 
815.130. The exemptions under this section are in addition to any exemptions 
under ORS 801.026. The exemptions under this section are partial or complete as 
described in the following:
 (1) The following vehicles shall be deemed in compliance with the brake 
requirements if the vehicles are equipped with original manufacturer’s equipment 
and accessories, or their equivalent, and maintained in safe operating condition:
 (a) Except as provided in subsection (2) of this section, vehicles of special 
interest that are registered under ORS 805.020.
 (b) Antique vehicles that are registered under ORS 805.010.
 (2) Vehicles of special interest that are registered under ORS 805.020 and that 
are street rods, as defined in ORS 801.513, shall be deemed in compliance with the 
brake requirements if the street rods conform to ORS 815.107.
 (3) The following vehicles are exempt from the brake requirements:
 (a) Road machinery.
 (b) Road rollers.
 (c) Farm tractors.
 (d) Electric personal assistive mobility devices.
 (e) A trailer transporting a dory, unless the trailer is operated in interstate 
commerce, has a gross combination weight rating of more than 11,999 pounds or 
has a gross combination weight of more than 11,999 pounds. [1983 c.338 §473; 
1985 c.69 §2; 1997 c.402 §9; 2003 c.341 §15; 2015 c.138 §31; 2017 c.78 §1]

(Tires)

 815.140 Failure to use vehicle traction tires or chains; penalty. (1) A 
person commits the offense of failure to use vehicle traction tires or chains if the 
person drives or moves or owns and causes or knowingly permits to be driven 
or moved any motor vehicle or trailer on any highway if the highway is posted 
showing conditions that require vehicle traction tires or chains and the vehicle is 
not equipped with vehicle traction tires or chains that are required for the posted 
conditions.
 (2) Traction tires or chains that are referred to in this section are those 
established by rule under the authority granted under ORS 815.045.
 (3) This section does not apply to vehicles exempted from this section under 
ORS 815.145.
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 (4) This section only applies to sections of highway on which a road authority 
requires the use of traction tires or chains and on which signs requiring the use of 
traction tires or chains have been posted as provided in ORS 815.045.
 (5) A court may not find a person to be in violation of the offense described 
under this section if the court determines that the conditions of the highway at the 
time the person was cited did not require posting under rules adopted under ORS 
815.045. The defense under this subsection may be affirmatively asserted by any 
person cited for violation of the offense described in this section.
 (6) The offense described in this section, failure to use vehicle traction tires 
or chains, is a specific fine traffic violation. The presumptive fine for failure to use 
vehicle traction tires or chains is $880. [1983 c.338 §474; 1995 c.383 §119; 1997 
c.493 §2; 2021 c.630 §43]

 815.142 Failure to carry vehicle traction tires or chains; penalty. (1) A 
person commits the offense of failure to carry vehicle traction tires or chains if the 
person drives or moves or owns and causes or knowingly permits to be driven or 
moved any motor vehicle or trailer on any highway if the highway is posted showing 
conditions that require the person to carry vehicle traction tires or chains within the 
vehicle and the vehicle does not contain vehicle traction tires or chains.
 (2) Traction tires or chains that are referred to in this section are those 
established by rule under the authority granted under ORS 815.045.
 (3) This section does not apply to vehicles exempted from this section under 
ORS 815.145.
 (4) This section applies only to sections of highway on which a road authority 
requires a person to carry traction tires or chains within the vehicle and on which 
signs requiring the carrying of traction tires or chains have been posted as provided 
in ORS 815.045.
 (5) A court may not find a person to be in violation of the offense described 
under this section if the court determines that the conditions of the highway at the 
time the person was cited did not require posting under rules adopted under ORS 
815.045. The defense under this subsection may be affirmatively asserted by any 
person cited for violation of the offense described in this section.
 (6) The offense described in this section, failure to carry vehicle traction tires or 
chains, is a Class C traffic violation. [2021 c.630 §95]

 815.145 Exemptions from traction tire or chains requirement. (1) This 
section establishes exemptions from ORS 815.140 and 815.142.
 (2) The following are completely or partially exempt as described:
 (a) Police vehicles under any conditions.
 (b) Fire vehicles when responding to a fire.
 (c) An ambulance when responding to an emergency.
 (3) A passenger vehicle or truck is not required to use chains if the vehicle or 
truck:
 (a) Has an unloaded weight of 6,500 pounds or less;
 (b) Is equipped and operated to provide power to both front and rear wheels;
 (c) Is carrying chains as defined in ORS 815.045;
 (d) Is equipped with tires, on all wheels, that are vehicle traction tires as defined 
in ORS 815.045;
 (e) Is not towing another vehicle other than as may be necessary to remove 
disabled vehicles from the roadway; and
 (f) Is not being operated in a manner or under conditions where the vehicle 
loses traction while stopping, cornering or moving. [1983 c.338 §475; 1997 c.493 
§3; 2021 c.630 §98]

 815.150 [1983 c.338 §476; 1985 c.16 §248; 1987 c.145 §1; 1991 c.67 §222; 
repealed by 1997 c.326 §2 and 1997 c.493 §6]
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 815.155 Unlawful use of device without wheels; exemptions; civil liability; 
penalty. (1) A person commits the offense of unlawful use of devices without 
wheels if the person does any of the following:
 (a) Drives or moves on a highway any sled or other device that does not move 
exclusively on revolving wheels or rotating tracks in contact with the surface of the 
highway and that has a loaded weight in excess of 500 pounds.
 (b) Owns a sled or other device that does not move exclusively on revolving 
wheels or rotating tracks in contact with the surface of the highway and that has a 
loaded weight in excess of 500 pounds and causes or permits the sled or device 
to be driven or moved on a highway. Operation of any sled or device in violation of 
this section is prima facie evidence that the owner of the sled or device caused or 
permitted the sled or device to be so operated and the owner shall be liable for any 
penalties imposed under subsection (4) of this section.
 (2) The application of this section is subject to the following exemptions:
 (a) This section does not apply on any way, thoroughfare or place owned by a 
district formed under ORS chapters 545, 547, 551 or a corporation formed under 
ORS chapter 554.
 (b) This section does not apply on any road or thoroughfare or property in 
private ownership or any road or thoroughfare, other than a state highway or county 
road, used pursuant to any agreement with any agency of the United States or with 
a licensee of such agency or both.
 (c) Operations authorized under the terms of a variance permit issued under 
ORS 818.200 are subject to the terms of the permit. It is a defense to any charge of 
violation of this section if the person so charged produces a variance permit issued 
under ORS 818.200 authorizing the operation issued prior to and valid at the time 
of the offense.
 (d) This section does not apply to any vehicle, combination of vehicles, article, 
machine or other equipment while being used by the federal government, the State 
of Oregon, or any county or incorporated city in the construction, maintenance or 
repair of public highways and at the immediate location or site of such construction, 
maintenance or repair.
 (e) This section does not apply to vehicles while being used on the roads of 
a road authority by mass transit districts for the purposes authorized under ORS 
267.010 to 267.394, provided the operation is approved by the road authority for that 
road.
 (3) Violation of the offense described in this section is subject to civil liability 
under ORS 818.410.
 (4) The offense described in this section, unlawful use of devices without 
wheels, is a Class C traffic violation. [1983 c.338 §477; 1985 c.16 §249; 1985 c.393 
§18]

 815.160 Unlawful use of metal objects on tires; civil liability; penalty. (1) A 
person commits the offense of unlawful use of metal objects on tires if the person 
does any of the following:
 (a) Drives or moves on a highway any vehicle equipped with any tire having on 
its periphery any block, stud, cleat, bead, chain or other protuberance of metal or 
other inflexible material that projects beyond the tread or traction surface of the tire.
 (b) Owns a vehicle and causes or permits the vehicle to be driven or moved on 
a highway when the vehicle is equipped with any tire having on its periphery any 
block, stud, cleat, bead, chain or other protuberance of metal or other inflexible 
material that projects beyond the tread or traction surface of the tire. Operation of 
any vehicle in violation of this section is prima facie evidence that the owner of the 
vehicle caused or permitted the vehicle to be so operated and the owner shall be 
liable for any penalties imposed under subsection (4) of this section as a result of 
the operation.
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 (2) The application of this section is subject to the exemptions from this section 
established under ORS 815.165.
 (3) Violation of the offense described in this section is subject to civil liability 
under ORS 818.410.
 (4) The offense described in this section, unlawful use of metal objects on tires, 
is a Class C traffic violation. [1983 c.338 §478; 1985 c.393 §19]

 815.165 Exemptions from prohibition on tires with metal objects. This 
section establishes exemptions from ORS 815.160. The exemptions under this 
section are in addition to any under ORS 801.026. Exemptions are partial or 
complete as described in the following:
 (1) Any vehicle on any way, thoroughfare or place owned by a district formed 
under ORS chapters 545, 547, 551 or a corporation formed under ORS chapter 
554.
 (2) Any vehicle on any road or thoroughfare or property in private ownership or 
any road or thoroughfare, other than a state highway or county road, used pursuant 
to any agreement with any agency of the United States or with a licensee of such 
agency or both.
 (3) Operations approved under a variance permit issued under ORS 818.200 
are subject to the terms of the permit. It shall be a defense to any charge of 
violation of ORS 815.160 if the person so charged produces a variance permit 
issued under ORS 818.200 authorizing the operation issued prior to and valid at the 
time of the offense.
 (4) Vehicles actually engaged at the time in construction or repair of highways in 
this state.
 (5) Traction engines moved upon dirt or unimproved roads.
 (6) Vehicles equipped with chains as defined in ORS 815.045.
 (7) Between November 1 of any year and April 1 of the following year, vehicles 
equipped with any tire having on its periphery studs of metal or other material 
projecting beyond the tread surface of the tire not less than four-hundredths (0.04) 
inch nor more than six-hundredths (0.06) inch and made of such material that 
the studs will wear, through use, at the same rate as the tread surface of the tire. 
When the preservation of the highway surface or the safety of the traveling public 
so indicates, the Department of Transportation shall have the authority to shorten 
or lengthen the period for the permissible use of such tires in any area of the state 
specifically designated by the department.
 (8) School buses with a loaded weight of 10,000 pounds or more.
 (9) Emergency vehicles and ambulances used in an emergency situation.
 (10) Motor vehicles used for regularly scheduled medical transport services.
 (11) The owner or lessee of any land adjoining any highway may move across 
or along the highway any tractor or implement of husbandry for the purpose of 
planting, cultivating, caring for or harvesting any crop, on condition that the owner 
or lessee shall be liable to the State of Oregon for the benefit of the State Highway 
Fund with respect to state highways, or to the proper county for the benefit of the 
county road fund with respect to county highways, for any damage or injury done to 
the highway by the movement.
 (12) Vehicles equipped with retractable studded tires as defined in ORS 815.045. 
[1983 c.338 §479; 1985 c.420 §7; 1997 c.493 §4; 2003 c.757 §1; 2007 c.406 §2]

 815.167 Prohibition on selling studs other than lightweight studs; 
exemption. (1) Except as provided in subsection (4) of this section, a tire dealer 
may not sell a tire equipped with studs that are not lightweight studs.
 (2) A tire dealer may not sell a stud other than a lightweight stud for installation 
in a tire.
 (3) As used in this section:
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 (a) “Lightweight stud” means a stud that is recommended by the manufacturer 
of the tire for the type and size of the tire and that:
 (A) Weighs no more than 1.5 grams if the stud is size 14 or less;
 (B) Weighs no more than 2.3 grams if the stud size is 15 or 16; or
 (C) Weighs no more than 3.0 grams if the stud size is 17 or larger.
 (b) “Tire dealer” means a person engaged in a business, trade, occupation, 
activity or enterprise that sells, transfers, exchanges or barters tires or tire related 
products for consideration.
 (4) A tire dealer may sell a tire equipped with studs that are not lightweight studs 
if the studs are retractable. [1995 c.701 §2; 1997 c.493 §5; 2007 c.406 §3]

 815.170 Operation without pneumatic tires; civil liability; penalty. (1) A 
person commits the offense of operation without pneumatic tires if the person does 
any of the following:
 (a) Drives, operates or moves on a highway any vehicle or combination of 
vehicles that is not equipped with pneumatic tires made of elastic material.
 (b) Owns a vehicle or combination of vehicles and causes or permits the vehicle 
or combination of vehicles to be driven, operated or moved on a highway when not 
equipped with pneumatic tires made of elastic material. Operation of any vehicle or 
combination of vehicles in violation of this section is prima facie evidence that the 
owner of the vehicle or combination caused or permitted the vehicle or combination 
to be so operated and the owner shall be liable for any penalties imposed under 
subsection (4) of this section as a result of the operation.
 (2) The application of this section is subject to the exemptions from this section 
established under ORS 815.175.
 (3) Violation of the offense described in this section is subject to civil liability 
under ORS 818.410.
 (4) The offense described in this section, operation without pneumatic tires, is a 
Class C traffic violation. [1983 c.338 §480; 1985 c.393 §20]

 815.175 Exemptions from pneumatic tire requirement. This section 
establishes exemptions from ORS 815.170. The exemptions under this section 
are in addition to any exemptions under ORS 801.026. Exemptions are partial or 
complete as described in the following:
 (1) Vehicles are not subject on any way, thoroughfare or place owned by a 
district formed under ORS chapters 545, 547, 551 or a corporation formed under 
ORS chapter 554.
 (2) Vehicles are not subject on any road, thoroughfare or property in private 
ownership or any road or thoroughfare, other than a state highway or county road, 
used pursuant to any agreement with any agency of the United States or with a 
licensee of such agency or both.
 (3) Operation authorized under the terms of a variance permit issued under 
ORS 818.200 is subject to the terms of the permit. It shall be a defense to any 
charge of violation of ORS 815.170 if the person so charged produces a variance 
permit issued under ORS 818.200 authorizing the operation of the vehicle or 
combination of vehicles issued prior to and valid at the time of the offense.
 (4) ORS 815.170 does not apply to any implement of husbandry that is 
equipped with any tires made of elastic material other than pneumatic tires or with 
tires made with any nonelastic material that are not prohibited under ORS 815.160 
and that has a loaded weight of not more than 7,000 pounds and a loaded weight 
as measured at any axle of not more than 3,500 pounds.
 (5) Vehicles of special interest that are registered under ORS 805.020 are 
deemed in compliance if:
 (a) The vehicles are equipped with original manufacturer’s equipment and 
accessories, or their equivalent, and are maintained in safe operating condition; or
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 (b) The vehicles are street rods that conform to ORS 815.107.
 (6) ORS 815.170 does not apply to road machinery, road rollers or farm tractors.
 (7) ORS 815.170 does not apply to antique vehicles if the vehicles are 
maintained as collectors’ items and used for exhibitions, parades, club activities and 
similar uses, but not used primarily for the transportation of persons or property. 
[1983 c.338 §481; 1985 c.16 §250; 1997 c.402 §10]

(Mudguards, Fenders)

 815.180 Standards. This section designates fender and mudguard standards for 
ORS 815.185. Except as specifically provided by an exemption under ORS 815.190, 
a vehicle is in violation of ORS 815.185 if the vehicle is not equipped with fenders 
or mudguards as required under ORS 815.185 or if the fenders or mudguards do 
not meet the standards of this section or are not of the type required by this section. 
The standards for fenders and mudguards are as follows:
 (1) There are three different types of fenders and mudguards. Any vehicle 
required to have fenders and mudguards may be equipped with any fender, cover, 
flap or splash apron to comply with the requirements of ORS 815.185 for fenders 
and mudguards as long as the fenders and mudguards meet all of the following 
standards:
 (a) The width of any fender or mudguard required under this section must be of 
sufficient size so that the fender or mudguard extends at least to each side of the 
width of the tire or combined width of the multiple tires when measured against the 
cross section of the tread of the wheel or the combined cross sections of the treads 
of the multiple wheels.
 (b) Any fender or mudguard required under this section must be of sufficient size 
and must be so constructed as to be capable at all times of arresting and deflecting 
any dirt, mud, water or other substance that may be picked up and carried by the 
wheels.
 (2) The following types of fenders or mudguards must cover the wheels of the 
vehicle in the manner described in paragraphs (a), (b) and (c) of this subsection:
 (a) Type I fenders or mudguards must extend in full width from a point on the 
wheels that is above and forward of the center of the tires over to a point at the rear 
of the wheels that is not more than 10 inches, or, if attached to the rear of a dump 
box that elevates for unloading, not more than 13 inches, above the surface of the 
highway when the vehicle is empty.
 (b) Type II fenders or mudguards must extend downward in full width from a 
point behind the wheels that is not lower than halfway between the center of the 
wheels and the top of the tires to a point at the rear of the wheels that is not more 
than 10 inches above the surface of the highway when the vehicle is empty.
 (c) Type III fenders or mudguards must extend in full width from a point on the 
wheels that is above and forward of the center of the tire over a point at the rear of 
the wheel that is not more than 27 inches above the surface of the highway. [1983 
c.338 §483; 1985 c.16 §252; 1993 c.314 §2; 2001 c.335 §9; 2003 c.158 §13]

 815.182 Kinds of fenders or mudguards required for specified vehicles; 
placement. (1) The following types of vehicles must be equipped with the proper 
type of fenders or mudguards as described in ORS 815.180 (2):
 (a) Type I fenders or mudguards shall be within five feet of the tire tread of the 
tires on the last axle of:
 (A) Every motor truck equipped with a body that has a registration weight of 
8,000 pounds or more.
 (B) Every trailer except one otherwise described in this subsection.
 (C) Every commercial bus.
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 (b) Type II fenders or mudguards shall be within four feet of the tire tread of the 
tires on the last axle of:
 (A) Every motor truck with a registration weight of 8,000 pounds or more that is 
not equipped with a body.
 (B) A pole trailer.
 (C) A jeep used in the movement of nondivisible heavy haul loads.
 (D) A booster.
 (E) A lowboy.
 (F) A container chassis. For purposes of this subparagraph, a container chassis 
is a frame with wheels, attached to a tractor, that is used to transport containers to 
and from ports, rail hubs and customer locations.
 (c) Type III fenders or mudguards shall be on each axle of every motor vehicle 
not otherwise described in this section.
 (2) For purposes of this section, a truck tractor and a semitrailer coupled 
together shall be considered one vehicle. [1993 c.314 §3; 1997 c.722 §7; 2001 
c.335 §8]

 815.185 Operation without proper fenders or mudguards; penalty. (1) A 
person commits the offense of operation without proper fenders or mudguards if the 
person drives or moves on any highway or owns and causes or knowingly permits 
to be driven or moved on any highway a vehicle without fenders or mudguards as 
required by ORS 815.182, or if the fenders or mudguards fail to meet the standards 
for fenders and mudguards established under ORS 815.180.
 (2) Exemptions to this section are established under ORS 815.190.
 (3) If a person who is cited for violation of the offense under this section submits 
evidence satisfactory to the court that the fenders or mudguards on the vehicle 
subject to the citation have been added, repaired or replaced to comply with the 
requirements of ORS 815.180 and 815.182, the court shall dismiss the charge for 
violation of the offense without penalty to the person.
 (4) The offense described in this section, operation without proper fenders or 
mudguards, is a Class C traffic violation. [1983 c.338 §482; 1985 c.16 §251; 1993 
c.314 §4; 1995 c.383 §26]

 815.190 Exemptions from mudguard and fender requirements. This section 
establishes exemptions from ORS 815.182 and 815.185. The exemptions under 
this section are in addition to any exemptions under ORS 801.026. The exemptions 
established under this section are partial or complete as described in the following:
 (1) Vehicles of special interest that are registered under ORS 805.020 are 
deemed in compliance with the requirements and standards if:
 (a) The vehicles are equipped with original manufacturer’s equipment and 
accessories, or their equivalent, and maintained in safe operating condition; or
 (b) The vehicles are street rods that conform to ORS 815.107.
 (2) Road machinery, road rollers and farm tractors are exempt from the 
standards and requirements.
 (3) Antique vehicles are exempt from the standards and requirements if the 
vehicles are maintained as collectors’ items and used for exhibitions, parades, club 
activities and similar uses, but not used primarily for the transportation of persons 
or property.
 (4) A motor truck is exempt from the requirements to be equipped with fenders 
or mudguards if the vehicle has just a chassis that is not equipped for hauling a 
load.
 (5) Fenders or mudguards are not required on any modified American-made 
pre-1935 vehicle, or any identifiable vintage or replica thereof that is titled as a 
later assembled vehicle or replica and is used for show and pleasure use when 
such vehicle is used and driven only during fair weather on well-maintained, 
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hard-surfaced roads. [1983 c.338 §484; 1985 c.402 §12; 1993 c.314 §5; 1997 c.402 
§11; 1999 c.170 §1; 2003 c.655 §120; 2015 c.138 §32]

(Visible Emissions)

 815.195 Requirements and standards. This section establishes requirements 
for ORS 815.200. Except as specifically provided by an exemption under ORS 
815.205, a vehicle is in violation of ORS 815.200 if the vehicle is required to comply 
with one of the following standards for visible emissions and the vehicle produces 
visible emissions that exceed those allowable under the described standard, as 
follows:
 (1) A vehicle exceeds Visible Emission Standard I if the vehicle produces any 
visible emissions that include any gases or particulates, other than uncombined 
water, which separately or in combination are visible upon release to the outdoor 
atmosphere.
 (2) A vehicle exceeds Visible Emission Standard II if the vehicle is operated at 
an elevation described under this subsection and the vehicle produces a visible 
emission in excess of that allowed under this subsection. Visible emissions limited 
under this subsection include any gases or particulates, other than uncombined 
water, which separately or in combination are visible upon release to the outdoor 
atmosphere. The limitations on visible emission under this subsection are limits on 
the percent of transmitted light that is obscured by the visible emission. A vehicle 
violates the standards under this subsection if the vehicle does any of the following:
 (a) While operated at an elevation of 3,000 feet or less, releases emissions that 
obscure more than 10 percent of transmitted light. A vehicle is not in violation of 
this paragraph if the vehicle releases emissions that obscure 40 percent or less of 
transmitted light for not longer than seven consecutive seconds.
 (b) While operated at an elevation of over 3,000 feet, releases emissions that 
obscure more than 20 percent of transmitted light. A vehicle is not in violation of 
this paragraph if the vehicle releases emissions that obscure 60 percent or less of 
transmitted light for not longer than seven consecutive seconds. [1983 c.338 §486; 
1985 c.16 §253]

 815.200 Violation of visible emission limits; penalty. (1) A person commits 
the offense of violation of visible emission limits if the person operates, drives and 
causes or permits to be driven on any highway:
 (a) A motor vehicle, other than one described in paragraph (b) of this 
subsection, that has visible emissions exceeding visible emissions allowed under 
Visible Emission Standard I under ORS 815.195.
 (b) A motor vehicle powered by compression ignition, two cycle or diesel cycle 
engines or a vehicle excluded by order of the Environmental Quality Commission 
under ORS 468A.075 and the vehicle has visible emissions exceeding visible 
emissions allowed under Visible Emission Standard II under ORS 815.195.
 (2) The exemptions from this section are established under ORS 815.205.
 (3) The offense described in this section, violation of visible emission limits, is a 
Class D traffic violation. [1983 c.338 §485; 1985 c.393 §21]

 815.205 Exemptions from visible emission limits. This section establishes 
exemptions from ORS 815.195 and 815.200. The exemptions under this section are 
in addition to any exemptions under ORS 801.026. Exemptions under this section 
are partial or complete as described in the following:
 (1) Motor vehicles registered as farm vehicles under ORS 805.300 are not 
subject to the limits on visible emissions.
 (2) Vehicles of special interest and antique vehicles are not subject to the limits 
on visible emissions if the vehicles are maintained as a collectors’ item and used for 
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exhibitions, parades, club activities and similar uses, but not used primarily for the 
transportation of persons or property.
 (3) The visible emission limits apply only in counties having a population over 
50,000 according to the 1970 federal decennial census that are located west of 
the summit of the Cascade Mountains. The summit of the Cascade Mountains is 
determined for purposes of this subsection by the line beginning at the intersection 
of the northern boundary of the State of Oregon and the western boundary of 
Wasco County, thence southerly along the western boundaries of the counties of 
Wasco, Jefferson, Deschutes and Klamath to the southern boundary of the State of 
Oregon. [1983 c.338 §487]

(Windows)

 815.210 Operation of vehicle without approved material in windows; 
exemptions; penalty. (1) A person commits the offense of operation of a vehicle 
without approved materials in windows if the person drives or moves on any 
highway or owns and causes or knowingly permits to be driven or moved on any 
highway a motor vehicle with a windshield or windows that do not conform to the 
standards established by the Department of Transportation under ORS 815.040.
 (2) This section does not apply to the following vehicles:
 (a) Any motor vehicle manufactured on or before January 1, 1954, and 
registered in this state. The exemption under this paragraph does not apply to 
windshields or windows that have been replaced after January 1, 1954.
 (b) Vehicles of special interest that are registered under ORS 805.020 and that 
are:
 (A) Equipped with original manufacturer’s equipment and accessories, or their 
equivalent, that are maintained in safe operating condition; or
 (B) Street rods that conform to ORS 815.107.
 (c) Road machinery, road rollers or farm tractors.
 (d) Antique vehicles that are maintained as collectors’ items and used for 
exhibitions, parades, club activities and similar uses, but not used primarily for the 
transportation of persons or property.
 (3) The vehicle exemptions under this section are also exemptions from the 
prohibitions under ORS 815.090 against replacing vehicle window or windshield 
with any unapproved material as provided in that section.
 (4) The offense described in this section, operation of a vehicle without 
approved materials in windows, is a Class C traffic violation. [1983 c.338 §488; 
1985 c.16 §254; 1985 c.393 §22; 1997 c.402 §12; 2003 c.158 §6]

 815.215 Failure to have windshield wipers; exemptions; penalty. (1) A 
person commits the offense of failure to have windshield wipers if the person drives 
or moves on any highway or owns and causes or knowingly permits to be driven 
or moved on any highway a motor vehicle that has a windshield and that is not 
equipped with windshield wipers that meet the requirements under this section.
 (2) Windshield wipers meet the requirements of this section if the windshield 
wipers are designed for cleaning rain or other moisture from the windshield and so 
constructed as to be controlled or operated by the driver of the vehicle.
 (3) This section does not apply to the following vehicles:
 (a) Vehicles of special interest that are registered under ORS 805.020 and that 
are:
 (A) Equipped with original manufacturer’s equipment and accessories, or their 
equivalent, and that are maintained in safe operating condition; or
 (B) The vehicles are street rods that conform to ORS 815.107.
 (b) Road machinery, road rollers or farm tractors.
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 (c) Antique vehicles that are maintained as collectors’ items and used for 
exhibitions, parades, club activities and similar uses, but not used primarily for the 
transportation of persons or property.
 (d) Motorcycles.
 (4) The offense described in this section, failure to have windshield wipers, is a 
Class C traffic violation. [1983 c.338 §489; 1997 c.402 §13; 2003 c.158 §14]

 815.220 Obstruction of vehicle windows; penalty. (1) A person commits the 
offense of obstruction of vehicle windows if the person drives or moves on any 
highway or owns and causes or knowingly permits to be driven or moved on any 
highway any vehicle with windows obstructed in a manner prohibited under this 
section.
 (2) The windows of a vehicle are obstructed in a manner prohibited by this 
section if any material that prevents or impairs the ability to see into or out of the 
vehicle is upon any vehicle window described in this subsection. This subsection 
applies to any sign, poster, one-way glass, adhesive film, glaze application or 
other material if the material prevents or impairs the ability to see into or out of the 
vehicle. This subsection only applies to the following windows of the vehicle:
 (a) The front windshield.
 (b) The side-wings.
 (c) The side windows on either side forward of or adjacent to the operator’s seat.
 (3) Nothing in this section prohibits safety glazing materials of a type that 
conforms to standards established under ORS 815.040.
 (4) Nothing in this section prohibits placement of permits in accordance 
with the provisions of ORS 803.650 or with rules adopted by the Department of 
Transportation under ORS 803.650.
 (5) Nothing in this section prohibits the application of tinting material to the 
windows of a motor vehicle in compliance with ORS 815.221.
 (6) The offense described in this section, obstruction of vehicle windows, is a 
Class D traffic violation. [1983 c.338 §490; 1985 c.16 §255; 1987 c.166 §5; 1995 
c.263 §4; 1995 c.383 §91; 2003 c.158 §5; 2013 c.199 §1]

 815.221 Tinting; authorized and prohibited materials; certificate. (1) 
Notwithstanding any other provision of law, a person may apply tinting material to 
the windows of a motor vehicle in compliance with this section.
 (2) Tinting material may be applied to the side and rear windows of a motor 
vehicle if:
 (a) The tinting material has a light transmittance of 50 percent or more;
 (b) The tinting material has a light reflectance of 13 percent or less; and
 (c) The total light transmittance through the window with the tinting material 
applied is 35 percent or more.
 (3) Tinting material that has a lower light transmittance or produces a lower total 
light transmittance than permitted in subsection (2)(a) and (c) of this section may be 
applied to the top six inches of a windshield. Tinting material may not be applied to 
any other portion of the windshield.
 (4) Tinting material that has a lower light transmittance or produces a lower 
total light transmittance than permitted in subsection (2)(a) and (c) of this section 
may be applied to all windows of a multipurpose passenger vehicle that are 
behind the driver. This subsection applies only to vehicles that are equipped with 
rearview mirrors on each side of the vehicle. The windows as tinted shall meet 
the requirements for AS-3 glazing material established by federal regulation. For 
purposes of this subsection, a “multipurpose passenger vehicle” is a motor vehicle 
with motive power that is designed to carry 10 or fewer persons and is constructed 
either on a truck chassis or with special features for occasional off-road operation.
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 (5) Tinting material that has a lower light transmittance or produces a lower 
total light transmittance than permitted in subsection (2)(a) and (c) of this section 
may be applied to the side and rear windows of a vehicle registered in the name 
of a person, or the person’s legal guardian, if the person has any of the following 
documents signed by a validly licensed physician or optometrist stating that the 
person or another person in the person’s household has a physical condition 
requiring window tinting that produces a lower light transmittance than allowed by 
this section:
 (a) An affidavit.
 (b) A prescription.
 (c) A letter on the practitioner’s letterhead.
 (6) The document required by subsection (5) of this section shall be kept in the 
vehicle and shall be shown to a police officer who inquires about the tint.
 (7) There are no light transmittance requirements for glazing materials applied to 
AS-3 type windows.
 (8) The following types of tinting material are not permitted:
 (a) Mirror finish products.
 (b) Red, gold, yellow, amber or black material.
 (c) Tinting material that is in liquid preapplication form and is brushed or sprayed 
on.
 (9) Each person who installs window tinting material in compliance with this 
section shall give the person who requested the installation a certificate stating:
 (a) The name and address of the person who installed the tint;
 (b) The light transmittance of the tinting material;
 (c) The light reflectance of the tinting material; and
 (d) That the total light transmittance through each window with the tinting 
material applied is not less than 35 percent.
 (10) The certificate issued under subsection (9) of this section shall be kept in 
the motor vehicle and shall be shown to a police officer who inquires about the tint.
 (11) Prohibitions and penalties related to the standards established under this 
section are provided under ORS 815.222. [1995 c.263 §2; 2003 c.158 §8; 2015 
c.579 §1]

 815.222 Illegal window tinting; dismissal; penalty. (1) A person commits the 
offense of illegal window tinting if the person applies window tinting material that 
does not comply with ORS 815.221 or applies window tinting material to a window 
of a motor vehicle that is not authorized by ORS 815.221 to be equipped with 
window tinting material.
 (2) A person commits the offense of operating a vehicle with illegal window 
tinting if the person operates a vehicle registered or required to be registered in 
Oregon that is equipped with window tinting material that is not in compliance with 
or authorized by ORS 815.221.
 (3) Each offense described in this section is a Class B traffic violation.
 (4) A court may dismiss a citation issued for violation of subsection (2) of this 
section, or reduce the fine that the court would otherwise have imposed for the 
offense, if the defendant establishes to the satisfaction of the court that after the 
citation for the offense was issued the windows of the vehicle were modified to 
comply with the requirements of ORS 815.221. In determining whether the windows 
of the vehicle were modified to comply with the requirements of ORS 815.221, the 
court may consider:
 (a) A receipt from a business for removing nonconforming window tinting or 
installation of conforming window tinting;
 (b) A written statement by a law enforcement officer indicating that the window 
tinting was modified to comply with the requirements of ORS 815.221; and
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 (c) Any other evidence produced by the defendant to show modification or 
removal of the nonconforming window tinting.
 (5) A court may dismiss a citation issued for violation of subsection (2) of this 
section, or reduce the fine that the court would otherwise have imposed for the 
offense, if the defendant establishes to the satisfaction of the court that at the time 
the citation for the offense was issued the person or another person in the person’s 
household had a physical condition requiring window tinting that produces a lower 
light transmittance than allowed by ORS 815.221. In determining whether the 
person or another person in the person’s household had a physical condition that 
requires window tinting that produces a lower light transmittance, the court may 
consider any of the following documents signed by a validly licensed physician or 
optometrist stating that the person has a physical condition requiring window tinting 
that produces a lower light transmittance than allowed by ORS 815.221:
 (a) An affidavit.
 (b) A prescription.
 (c) A letter on the practitioner’s letterhead. [1995 c.263 §3; 2013 c.216 §1; 2015 
c.579 §2]

(Horns, Sound Equipment)

 815.225 Violation of use limits on sound equipment; exemptions; penalty. 
(1) A person commits the offense of violation of use limits on sound equipment if 
the person does any of the following:
 (a) Uses upon a vehicle, any bell, siren, compression or exhaust whistle.
 (b) Uses a horn otherwise than as a reasonable warning or makes any 
unnecessary or unreasonably loud or harsh sound by means of a horn or other 
warning device.
 (2) Authorized emergency vehicles and ambulances are not subject to this 
section but are subject to ORS 820.370 and 820.380.
 (3) The offense described in this section, violation of use limits on sound 
equipment, is a Class C traffic violation. [1983 c.338 §491]

 815.230 Violation of sound equipment requirements; exemptions; 
penalty. (1) A person commits the offense of violation of vehicle sound equipment 
requirements if the person drives or moves on any highway or owns and causes or 
knowingly permits to be driven on any highway any vehicle that violates any of the 
following equipment provisions:
 (a) A motor vehicle must be equipped with a horn in good working order, 
capable of emitting sounds audible under normal conditions from a distance of not 
less than 200 feet.
 (b) No vehicle shall be equipped with any bell, siren, compression or exhaust 
whistle.
 (2) This section is subject to the exemptions under this subsection in addition 
to any exemptions under ORS 801.026. The exemptions under this subsection are 
partial or complete as described in the following:
 (a) Authorized emergency vehicles are subject to sound equipment 
requirements and limitations as provided in ORS 820.370 and 820.380.
 (b) Vehicles of special interest that are registered under ORS 805.020 are not 
subject to this section if the vehicles are:
 (A) Equipped with original manufacturer’s equipment and accessories, or their 
equivalent, and are maintained in safe operating condition; or
 (B) Street rods that conform to ORS 815.107.
 (c) Bicycles are subject to requirements and limitations on sound equipment as 
provided under ORS 815.280.
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 (d) Antique vehicles are not subject to the requirements if the vehicles are 
maintained as collectors’ items and used for exhibitions, parades, club activities and 
similar uses, but not used primarily for the transportation of persons or property.
 (e) The requirements do not apply to road machinery, road rollers and farm 
tractors.
 (f) Electric personal assistive mobility devices are subject to requirements and 
limitations on sound equipment as provided under ORS 815.284.
 (3) The offense described in this section, violation of vehicle sound equipment 
requirements, is a Class C traffic violation. [1983 c.338 §492; 1985 c.16 §256; 1997 
c.402 §14; 2003 c.341 §16]

(Sound System Amplification)

 815.232 Unreasonable sound amplification from a vehicle; penalty. (1) A 
person commits the offense of causing unreasonable sound amplification from a 
vehicle if the person operates, or permits the operation of, any sound amplification 
system which is plainly audible outside of a vehicle from 50 or more feet when the 
vehicle is on a public highway or on premises open to the public, unless that system 
is being operated to request assistance or warn of a hazardous situation.
 (2) Subsection (1) of this section does not apply to:
 (a) Vehicles being operated outside of an urban growth boundary;
 (b) Emergency vehicles as defined in ORS 801.260;
 (c) Vehicles operated by utilities defined under ORS 757.005, 758.505 or 
759.005, or telecommunications carriers as defined in ORS 133.721;
 (d) Sound systems of vehicles used for advertising, or in parades, political or 
other special events, except that the use of sound systems on those vehicles may 
be prohibited by a local authority by ordinance or resolution;
 (e) Audio alarm systems installed in vehicles; or
 (f) Federal Communications Commission licensed two-way radio 
communications systems.
 (3) As used in subsection (1) of this section, “plainly audible” means any sound 
for which the information content of that sound is unambiguously communicated 
to the listener including, but not limited to, understandable spoken speech, 
comprehension of whether a voice is raised or normal or comprehensible musical 
rhythms or vocal sounds.
 (4) The offense described in this section, causing unreasonable sound 
amplification from a vehicle, is a Class D traffic violation. [1991 c.601 §3; 1995 c.383 
§27; 1999 c.1093 §19]

 Note: 815.232 and 815.233 were added to and made a part of the Oregon 
Vehicle Code by legislative action but were not added to ORS chapter 815 or any 
series therein. See Preface to Oregon Revised Statutes for further explanation.

 815.233 Enhancement of penalty for violation of ORS 815.232. A person 
otherwise convicted of a violation under ORS 815.232 (4) commits a misdemeanor 
if:
 (1) The person has been convicted of three or more violations of ORS 815.232 
(1) within 12 months immediately preceding the commission of the offense; and
 (2) The prior convictions are admitted by the defendant or alleged in the 
accusatory pleading. [1991 c.601 §4; 1999 c.1051 §92]

 Note: See note under 815.232.
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(Mirrors)

 815.235 Operation without rearview mirror; exemptions; penalty. (1) A 
person commits the offense of operation without a rearview mirror if the person 
does any of the following:
 (a) Drives or moves on any highway any motor vehicle that is not equipped with 
a rearview mirror or device that meets the requirements under this section.
 (b) Owns a motor vehicle and causes or knowingly permits the vehicle to be 
driven or moved on any highway when the vehicle is not equipped with a rearview 
mirror or device that meets the requirements under this section.
 (2) A rearview mirror or device only meets the requirements of this section if 
it enables the driver of the vehicle to have such a clear and unobstructed view of 
the rear at all times and under all conditions of load as will enable the driver to 
see any other vehicle approaching from not less than 200 feet in the rear on an 
unobstructed road.
 (3) This section does not apply to the following vehicles:
 (a) Vehicles of special interest that are registered under ORS 805.020 and that 
were not equipped with rearview mirrors when originally manufactured.
 (b) Road machinery, road rollers or farm tractors.
 (c) Antique vehicles that are registered under ORS 805.010 and that were not 
equipped with rearview mirrors when originally manufactured.
 (4) The offense described in this section, operation without a rearview mirror, is 
a Class C traffic violation. [1983 c.338 §493; 1985 c.69 §3; 2015 c.138 §33]

 815.237 Forward crossview mirror; failure to inspect; exemptions; penalty. 
(1) As used in this section, “forward crossview mirror” means a mirror or device 
that enables the driver of a motor truck to have a clear and unobstructed view of 
persons or objects directly in front of the motor truck.
 (2) A person commits the offense of failure to inspect if the person operates 
a motor truck with a combined weight of more than 10,000 pounds used in 
commercial delivery and the person:
 (a) Operates the motor truck without a forward crossview mirror; or
 (b) Fails to visually inspect the intended path of the vehicle to verify that the path 
is free of persons or objects before the person reenters the motor truck.
 (3) This section does not apply to:
 (a) Commercial buses;
 (b) Tow vehicles;
 (c) Vehicles owned or operated by the United States or by any governmental 
jurisdiction within the United States except when owned or operated as a carrier of 
property for hire;
 (d) Vehicles owned or operated by a mass transit district created under ORS 
chapter 267; or
 (e) Vehicles used for solid waste or recycling collection.
 (4) The offense described in this section, failure to inspect, is a Class C traffic 
violation. [2007 c.794 §3]

 Note: 815.237 was added to and made a part of the Oregon Vehicle Code by 
legislative action but was not added to ORS chapter 815 or any series therein. See 
Preface to Oregon Revised Statutes for further explanation.

(Image Display Devices)

 815.240 Unlawful use of image display device; exemptions; penalty. (1) As 
used in this section, “image display device” means equipment capable of displaying 
to the driver of a motor vehicle:
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 (a) A broadcast television image; or
 (b) A visual image from a digital video disc or video cassette player.
 (2) Except as provided in subsection (3) of this section, a person commits the 
offense of unlawful use of an image display device if the person drives or moves 
on any highway, or owns and causes or knowingly permits to be driven or moved 
on any highway, any motor vehicle equipped with any image display device that 
is displaying a broadcast television image or a visual image from a digital video 
disc or video cassette player that is visible to the driver while operating the motor 
vehicle.
 (3) Subsection (2) of this section does not apply to:
 (a) Emergency vehicles; or
 (b) Use of image display devices that are displaying images for navigational 
purposes.
 (4) The offense described in this section, unlawful use of an image display 
device, is a Class B traffic violation. [1983 c.338 §494; 1985 c.69 §4; 2005 c.572 §1]

(Clearance)

 815.245 Violation of minimum clearance requirements for passenger 
vehicles; penalty. (1) A person commits the offense of violation of minimum 
clearance requirements for passenger vehicles if the person drives or moves on 
any highway or owns and causes or knowingly permits to be driven or moved on 
any highway any passenger motor vehicle that does not have the clearance from 
the surface of the roadway required by this section.
 (2) A vehicle does not have the clearance from the surface of the roadway 
required by this section if any portion of the vehicle, other than the wheels, has 
less clearance from the surface of a level roadway than the clearance between the 
roadway and the lowest portion of any rim of any wheel in contact with the roadway.
 (3) The offense described in this section, violation of minimum clearance 
requirements for passenger vehicles, is a Class B traffic violation. [1983 c.338 §495]

(Exhaust System)
 815.250 Operation without proper exhaust system; exemptions; penalty. 
(1) A person commits the offense of operation without proper exhaust system if the 
person drives or moves on any highway or owns and causes or knowingly permits 
to be driven or moved on any highway a motor vehicle that is not equipped with an 
exhaust system that meets the requirements under this section.
 (2) An exhaust system only meets the requirements of this section if all of the 
following apply:
 (a) The exhaust system must be in good working order.
 (b) The exhaust system must be in constant operation.
 (c) The exhaust system must meet noise emission standards determined by 
the Department of Environmental Quality to be substantially equivalent to the 
following standards based upon a stationary test conducted at a distance of 25 feet 
in accordance with procedures established by the Department of Environmental 
Quality:

____________________________________
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I. Vehicle type Motor vehicles 
required to establish a registration 
weight under ORS 803.430 and 
Commercial buses

Maximum level,
dBA

Model, Year

94 .................... before 1976
91 .................... 1976 and after

II. Motorcycles and mopeds 94 .................... before 1976
91 .................... 1976 and
89 .................... after 1976

III. Motor vehicles not described under 
I or II

92 .................... before 1976
88 .................... 1976 and after

   ____________________________________
 (3) This section does not apply to the following vehicles:
 (a) Vehicles of special interest that are registered under ORS 805.020 and that 
are:
 (A) Equipped with original manufacturer’s equipment and accessories, or their 
equivalent, and that are maintained in safe operating condition; or
 (B) Street rods that conform to ORS 815.107.
 (b) Road machinery, road rollers or farm tractors.
 (c) Antique vehicles that are maintained as collectors’ items and used for 
exhibitions, parades, club activities and similar uses, but not used primarily for the 
transportation of persons or property.
 (4) The court in its discretion may dismiss a citation issued for violation of the 
offense described in this section if evidence is presented that the exhaust system 
complies with or has been repaired or modified to comply with the requirements 
under this section.
 (5) The offense described in this section, operation without proper exhaust 
system, is a Class C traffic violation. [1983 c.338 §496; 1985 c.16 §257; 1985 c.393 
§23; 1997 c.402 §15; 2015 c.138 §34]

(Speedometer)

 815.255 Operation of vehicle for hire without speedometer; exemptions; 
penalty. (1) A person commits the offense of operation of a vehicle for hire without 
a speedometer if the person drives or moves on any highway or owns and causes 
or knowingly permits to be driven or moved on any highway a motor vehicle used 
for carrying passengers for hire that is not equipped with a speedometer or other 
registering device capable of registering accurately the speed at which the vehicle 
is operated.
 (2) This section is subject to the following exemptions in addition to any 
exemptions under ORS 801.026.
 (a) A motor vehicle equipped with a governor or other regulating device to 
control its speed within the limits specified by law is not required to be equipped as 
this section specifies.
 (b) Vehicles of special interest that are registered under ORS 805.020 are 
deemed in compliance with the requirements of this section if:
 (A) The vehicles are equipped with original manufacturer’s equipment and 
accessories, or their equivalent, and maintained in safe operating condition; or
 (B) The vehicles are street rods that conform to ORS 815.107.
 (c) Antique vehicles are exempt from the requirements of this section if the 
vehicles are maintained as collector’s items and used for exhibitions, parades, club 
activities and similar uses, but not used primarily for the transportation of persons 
or property.
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 (3) The offense described in this section, operation of a vehicle for hire without a 
speedometer, is a Class C traffic violation. [1983 c.338 §497; 1985 c.393 §24; 1997 
c.402 §16; 2015 c.138 §35]

(Disposal System)

 815.260 Operation of recreational vehicle with unsealed disposal 
system; exemption; penalty. (1) A person commits the offense of operation of a 
recreational vehicle with unsealed disposal system if:
 (a) The person has the use, possession or control of any vehicle or structure 
constructed for movement on highways;
 (b) The vehicle or structure is equipped with a plumbing, sink or toilet fixture; 
and
 (c) The disposal system for the vehicle or structure is unsealed or uncapped 
while the vehicle or structure is in any way or place of whatever nature open to the 
use of the public.
 (2) For purposes of this section, a way or place open to the use of the public 
includes, but is not limited to, highways, roads, streets, alleys, lanes, trails, beaches, 
parks and recreational use areas owned or operated by the state, a county or local 
municipality for use by the general public.
 (3) This section does not apply to disposal systems being discharged into or 
connected with a sewage disposal system approved by the Oregon Health Authority.
 (4) The offense described in this section, operation of a recreational vehicle with 
unsealed disposal system, is a Class C traffic violation. [1983 c.338 §498; 1985 c.16 
§258; 1985 c.393 §25; 2009 c.595 §1147]

 815.265 [1983 c.338 §499; repealed by 2001 c.335 §5]

(Loads)

 815.270 Operating vehicle that is loaded or equipped to obstruct driver; 
penalty. (1) A person commits the offense of operating a vehicle that is loaded or 
equipped to obstruct the driver if the person is operating a vehicle that is loaded or 
equipped or where baggage or an encumbrance does any of the following:
 (a) Substantially obstructs the driver’s views to the rear, through one or more 
mirrors and otherwise.
 (b) Obstructs the driver’s view to the front or sides.
 (c) Interferes with control of the driving mechanism.
 (d) Prevents the free, unhampered operation of the vehicle by the driver.
 (2) The offense described in this section, vehicle loaded or equipped to obstruct 
driver, is a Class C traffic violation. [1983 c.338 §500; 1985 c.16 §259]

 815.275 Failure to mark end of load with light or flag when required; 
penalty. (1) A person commits the offense of failure to mark the end of a load with 
a light or flag when required if the person drives or moves on any highway or owns 
and causes or knowingly permits to be driven or moved on any highway any vehicle 
with a load that extends to the rear four feet or more beyond the bed or body of the 
vehicle and the person fails to:
 (a) Place end load lights described under ORS 816.290 at the extreme rear end 
of the load, in addition to any other rear light required upon every vehicle, at times 
when limited visibility conditions exist; or
 (b) At any other time, display at the extreme rear end of the load a red flag or 
cloth not less than 12 inches square.
 (2) The offense described in this section, failure to mark end of load with light or 
flag when required, is a Class C traffic violation. [1983 c.338 §501]
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(Bicycles)

 815.280 Violation of bicycle equipment requirements; penalty. (1) A person 
commits the offense of violation of bicycle equipment requirements if the person 
does any of the following:
 (a) Operates on any highway a bicycle in violation of the requirements of this 
section.
 (b) Is the parent or guardian of a minor child or ward and authorizes or 
knowingly permits the child or ward to operate a bicycle on any highway in violation 
of the requirements of this section.
 (2) A bicycle is operated in violation of the requirements of this section if any of 
the following requirements are violated:
 (a) A bicycle must be equipped with a brake that enables the operator of the 
bicycle to stop the bicycle within 15 feet from a speed of 10 miles per hour on dry, 
level, clean pavement.
 (b) A person shall not install or use any siren or whistle upon a bicycle. This 
paragraph does not apply to bicycles used by police officers.
 (c) At the times described in the following, a bicycle or its rider must be 
equipped with lighting equipment that meets the described requirements:
 (A) The lighting equipment must be used during limited visibility conditions.
 (B) The lighting equipment must show a white light visible from a distance of at 
least 500 feet to the front of the bicycle.
 (C) The lighting equipment must have a red reflector or lighting device or 
material of such size or characteristic and so mounted as to be visible from all 
distances up to 600 feet to the rear when directly in front of lawful lower beams of 
headlights on a motor vehicle.
 (3) Nothing contained in this section shall be construed to prohibit the use of 
additional parts and accessories on any bicycle consistent with this section.
 (4) The offense described in this section, violation of bicycle equipment 
requirements, is a Class D traffic violation. [1983 c.338 §502; 1985 c.16 §260; 1985 
c.69 §5; 2003 c.158 §15; 2003 c.341 §17; 2007 c.821 §1; 2015 c.138 §27]

 815.281 Selling noncomplying bicycle headgear; renting or leasing bicycle 
without having approved headgear available; penalties. (1) A person commits 
the offense of selling noncomplying bicycle equipment if the person sells or offers 
for sale any bicycle headgear that does not meet the standards established by the 
Department of Transportation under ORS 815.052.
 (2) A person commits the offense of unlawfully renting or leasing a bicycle to 
another if the person:
 (a) Is in the business of renting or leasing bicycles; and
 (b) Does not have bicycle headgear approved under ORS 815.052 available for 
rental for use by persons under 16 years of age.
 (3) The offenses described in this section are Class D traffic violations. [1993 
c.408 §5; 2003 c.158 §16]

(Motorized Wheelchairs)

 815.282 Operating motorized wheelchair on bicycle lane without proper 
lighting equipment. (1) A person commits the offense of operating a motorized 
wheelchair on a bicycle lane or path without proper lighting equipment if the person 
operates a motorized wheelchair on a bicycle lane or path and the person is not 
equipped with lighting equipment required of bicyclists under ORS 815.280.
 (2) This section applies at the times described in ORS 815.280 for application of 
the lighting requirements of that section to bicyclists.
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 (3) The offense described in this section, operating a motorized wheelchair on a 
bicycle lane or path without proper lighting equipment, is a Class D traffic violation. 
[1991 c.417 §3b]

(Motor Assisted Scooters)

 815.283 Violation of motor assisted scooter equipment requirements; 
penalty. (1) A person commits the offense of violation of motor assisted scooter 
equipment requirements if the person:
 (a) Is the parent, legal guardian or person with legal responsibility for the safety 
and welfare of a child under 16 years of age and authorizes or knowingly permits 
the child to operate a motor assisted scooter on any highway in violation of the 
requirements of this section; or
 (b) Operates a motor assisted scooter on any highway during times of limited 
visibility conditions and the motor assisted scooter is not equipped with, or the 
person does not use, lighting equipment that meets the following requirements:
 (A) If the motor assisted scooter is equipped with lighting equipment:
 (i) The lighting equipment must include a white light visible from a distance of at 
least 300 feet to the front and sides of the motor assisted scooter;
 (ii) The lighting equipment must have a red reflector or lighting device, or 
material of such size or characteristic, mounted to be visible from all distances up to 
500 feet to the rear when directly in front of lawful lower beams of headlights on a 
motor vehicle; and
 (iii) The lighting equipment must have a white or yellow reflector or lighting 
device, or material of such size or characteristic, mounted to be visible from all 
distances up to 200 feet to the front of the motor assisted scooter.
 (B) If the motor assisted scooter is not equipped with lighting equipment, the 
operator of the motor assisted scooter must wear:
 (i) A white light mounted to be visible from all distances up to 300 feet to the 
front and sides of the motor assisted scooter;
 (ii) A red reflector or lighting device, or material of such size or characteristic, 
mounted to be visible from all distances up to 500 feet to the rear when directly in 
front of lawful lower beams of headlights on a motor vehicle; and
 (iii) A white or yellow reflector or lighting device, or material of such size or 
characteristic, mounted to be visible from all distances up to 200 feet to the front of 
the motor assisted scooter.
 (2) Nothing in this section prohibits the use of additional parts and accessories 
on any motor assisted scooter not inconsistent with this section.
 (3) The offense described in this section, violation of motor assisted scooter 
equipment requirements, is a Class D traffic violation. [2001 c.749 §19]

(Electric Personal Assistive Mobility Devices)

 815.284 Violation of electric personal assistive mobility device equipment 
requirements; penalty. (1) A person commits the offense of violation of electric 
personal assistive mobility device equipment requirements if the person:
 (a) Operates an electric personal assistive mobility device during times of 
limited visibility conditions and the electric personal assistive mobility device or the 
operator is not equipped with and using the following:
 (A) A white light visible from a distance of at least 500 feet to the front and sides 
of the electric personal assistive mobility device; and
 (B) A red reflector, lighting device or material of such size or characteristic as 
to be visible from all distances up to 600 feet to the rear when the electric personal 
assistive mobility device is directly in front of lawful lower beams of headlights on a 
motor vehicle; or
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 (b) Installs or uses any siren or whistle upon an electric personal assistive 
mobility device.
 (2) Nothing in this section prohibits the use of additional parts and accessories 
not inconsistent with this section.
 (3) The offense described in this section, violation of electric personal assistive 
mobility device equipment requirements, is a Class D traffic violation. [2003 c.341 
§10]

(Warning Devices)

 815.285 Failure to carry roadside vehicle warning devices; exemptions; 
penalty. (1) A person commits the offense of failure to carry roadside vehicle 
warning devices if:
 (a) The person drives or moves on any highway or owns and causes or 
knowingly permits to be driven or moved on any highway any vehicle subject to the 
requirements to use roadside vehicle warning devices under ORS 811.530; and
 (b) The vehicle does not carry such roadside vehicle warning devices as the 
Department of Transportation may require under ORS 815.035.
 (2) This section does not apply to any of the following:
 (a) Vehicles that are not subject to the requirements to use roadside vehicle 
warning devices under ORS 811.530.
 (b) At any time between sunrise and sunset.
 (c) To any vehicles operated within a business district or residence district.
 (3) The offense described in this section, failure to carry roadside vehicle 
warning devices, is a Class C traffic violation. [1983 c.338 §503; 1985 c.16 §261; 
1985 c.393 §26]

(Implements of Husbandry)

 815.290 Exemptions from equipment requirements. (1) In addition to any 
other specific exemptions provided for implements of husbandry, implements of 
husbandry are exempt from any requirements under the following:
 (a) ORS 815.075 and 815.100, relating to state requirements for vehicle 
equipment.
 (b) ORS 811.515, 811.520, 816.040 to 816.290, 816.320, 816.330, 816.350 and 
816.360, relating to requirements for and use of lighting equipment.
 (c) ORS 815.125 and 815.130, relating to brake requirements.
 (d) ORS 815.180 and 815.185, relating to fender and mudguard requirements 
and use.
 (e) ORS 815.210, relating to material in windshields.
 (f) ORS 815.215, relating to requirements for windshield wipers.
 (g) ORS 815.230, relating to vehicle sound equipment.
 (h) ORS 815.235, relating to rearview mirrors.
 (i) ORS 815.240, relating to image display devices in vehicles. Limitations on 
the use of image display devices in implements of husbandry are provided in ORS 
820.400.
 (j) ORS 815.250, relating to vehicle exhaust and exhaust equipment.
 (2) This section does not exempt implements of husbandry from the 
requirements for equipment and operation under ORS 820.400. [1983 c.338 §778; 
1985 c.16 §375; 1985 c.69 §6; 2005 c.572 §2]
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(Pollution Control Equipment)

 815.295 Failure to have required pollution control equipment; exemptions; 
penalty. (1) A person commits the offense of failure to be equipped with required 
pollution control equipment if the person operates a motor vehicle upon a highway 
or leaves a motor vehicle standing upon a highway and the vehicle is not equipped 
with a motor vehicle pollution control system, as defined under ORS 468A.350, that 
is in compliance with motor vehicle pollutant, noise control and emission standards 
adopted by the Environmental Quality Commission under ORS 468A.360.
 (2) A person shall not be found in violation of this section if proof of compliance 
has been issued for the vehicle in compliance with ORS 815.310. Whenever proof 
of compliance is revoked, suspended or restricted because a certified system, as 
defined in ORS 468A.350, or factory-installed system, as defined in ORS 468A.350, 
has been found to be unsafe in actual use or is otherwise mechanically defective, 
the defect must be corrected or the system must be brought into compliance with 
the rules of the commission within 30 days after such finding.
 (3) Exemptions to this section are established under ORS 815.300. In addition to 
such exemptions, the following exemptions to this section are established:
 (a) If the Environmental Quality Commission adopts a rule under ORS 468A.360 
requiring certified or factory-installed systems on motor vehicles registered in 
designated counties, such vehicles are not required to be in compliance with such 
rules until after the date of registration, reregistration or renewal of the vehicle 
immediately subsequent to the effective date of the rule.
 (b) Implements of husbandry, road machinery, road rollers and farm tractors are 
exempt from this section.
 (c) Antique vehicles maintained as collectors’ items and used for exhibitions, 
parades, club activities and similar uses, but not used primarily for the 
transportation of persons or property, are exempt from this section.
 (4) The offense described in this section, failure to be equipped with required 
pollution control equipment, is a Class C traffic violation. [1983 c.338 §504; 1985 
c.16 §262; 1985 c.393 §27; 1989 c.22 §3; 1995 c.383 §28]

 815.300 Exemptions from requirement to be equipped with pollution 
control system. This section establishes exemptions from the requirements under 
ORS 815.295 to be equipped with a certified pollution control system. Exemptions 
established by this section are in addition to any exemptions established by 
ORS 801.026. The exemptions established in this section are also applicable to 
requirements for certification of pollution control equipment before registration 
under ORS 803.350 and 803.465. All of the following vehicles are exempt from the 
requirements under ORS 815.295:
 (1) Any vehicle that is not a motor vehicle.
 (2) Any vehicle unless the vehicle is registered within:
 (a) The boundaries of the metropolitan service district formed under ORS 
chapter 268 for the metropolitan area, as defined in ORS 268.020, which includes 
the City of Portland, Oregon.
 (b) Boundaries designated by the Environmental Quality Commission under 
ORS 468A.390.
 (3) Any new motor vehicle or new motor vehicle engine when the registration 
results from the initial retail sale thereof.
 (4) Any motor vehicle:
 (a) Not registered in areas designated under subsection (2)(a) of this section, 
including any expansion of such boundary under subsection (2)(b) of this 
section, with a model year that predates by more than 20 years the year in which 
registration or renewal of registration is required; or
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 (b) Registered in areas designated under subsection (2)(a) of this section, 
including any expansion of such boundary under subsection (2)(b) of this section, 
with a model year of 1974 or earlier.
 (5) Motor vehicles that are registered as farm vehicles under ORS 805.300 or 
apportioned farm vehicles under ORS 805.300.
 (6) Special interest vehicles that are maintained as collectors’ items and used for 
exhibitions, parades, club activities and similar uses but not used primarily for the 
transportation of persons or property.
 (7) Fixed load vehicles.
 (8) Vehicles that are proportionally registered under ORS 826.009 and 826.011 
in accordance with agreements established under ORS 826.007.
 (9) Electric motor vehicles. This subsection does not exempt hybrid motor 
vehicles that use electricity and another source of motive power.
 (10) First response rescue units operated by political subdivisions of this state 
that are not used to transport persons who are ill or injured or who have disabilities.
 (11) A vehicle that is currently registered in Oregon at the time application 
for new registration is received by the Department of Transportation if the new 
registration is a result of a change in the registration or plate type and the 
application is received at least four months prior to the expiration of the existing 
registration.
 (12) Golf carts.
 (13) Any Class I, Class II, Class III or Class IV all-terrain vehicle.
 (14) An original equipment manufacturer vehicle that is engineered, designed, 
produced and warranted to use natural gas as its only fuel source.
 (15) Racing activity vehicles. [1983 c.338 §505; 1985 c.16 §263; 1985 c.222 §5; 
1987 c.349 §7; 1989 c.43 §35; 1991 c.15 §6; 1991 c.383 §4; 1993 c.791 §5; 1997 
c.418 §1; 2001 c.293 §10; 2007 c.70 §348; 2007 c.693 §7; 2011 c.360 §20]

 815.305 Disconnection or alteration of pollution control equipment; 
penalty. (1) A person commits the offense of unlawful disconnection or alteration of 
pollution control equipment if the person does any of the following:
 (a) Disconnects or permits to be disconnected a factory installed motor vehicle 
air pollution control device or a factory-installed system, as defined in ORS 
468A.350, or knowingly and willfully permits such device or factory-installed system 
to become or remain inoperative.
 (b) Modifies or alters a certified system or factory-installed system, as defined 
in ORS 468A.350, in a manner that decreases its efficiency or effectiveness in the 
control of air pollution.
 (c) Modifies or alters an installed, approved retrofit technology for which proof of 
certification has been issued under ORS 468A.810 in a manner that decreases its 
efficiency or effectiveness in the control of air pollution.
 (2) The following exemptions to this section are established:
 (a) This section does not apply when factory-installed motor vehicle air pollution 
control equipment, systems or devices are disconnected for the purpose of 
conversion to gaseous fuels including, but not limited to, liquefied petroleum gases 
and natural gases in liquefied or gaseous form.
 (b) This section is not intended to prohibit the use of replacement, conversion, 
turbocharger or other alternative components in a certified or factory-installed 
system if the components do not significantly affect the efficiency or effectiveness of 
the system in controlling air pollution.
 (3) The offense described in this section, unlawful disconnection or alteration of 
pollution control equipment, is a Class A misdemeanor, but each day of violation 
does not constitute a separate offense. [1983 c.338 §506; 2019 c.645 §10]
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 815.310 Proof of compliance with requirements. When proof of compliance 
with pollution control equipment requirements is required under ORS 803.350, 
803.465 and 815.295 the following apply:
 (1) The proof may be provided by any means that the Department of 
Transportation and the Environmental Quality Commission determine by joint 
rulemaking or by interagency agreement to be satisfactory.
 (2) Except as otherwise provided in this section, when a certificate of 
compliance is used as proof, the certificate must comply with all the following:
 (a) It must be signed by a person licensed and qualified under ORS 468A.380.
 (b) It must be dated not more than 180 days prior to the motor vehicle 
registration or renewal of registration.
 (c) It must be on a form supplied by the Department of Environmental Quality 
and must include such information as the department may require.
 (3) In order for registration to continue to be valid for a motor vehicle that 
is registered as a government-owned vehicle under ORS 805.040, a police 
undercover vehicle under ORS 805.060 or a state-owned vehicle with regular 
registration plates under ORS 805.045, the vehicle must be certified as frequently 
as a privately owned vehicle of the same registration type is required to be certified. 
For purposes of this subsection, the registration type of a privately owned vehicle 
is determined by the registration period for the vehicle under ORS 803.415. For 
local government vehicles, the proof of certification may be provided through self-
testing facilities provided by local governmental agencies. Local governmental 
agencies providing self-testing facilities may not be charged a fee in connection 
with provision of the required proof. However, a reasonable fee covering department 
expenses in administering such self-testing programs may be charged. [1983 c.338 
§215; 1985 c.16 §82; 1987 c.440 §6; 1989 c.22 §4; 1995 c.183 §1; 2003 c.61 §1; 
2005 c.51 §1]

 815.315 Use of improper certificate for pollution control system; penalty. 
(1) A person commits the offense of use of improper certificate for pollution control 
system if the person makes, issues or knowingly uses any imitation or counterfeit of 
a certificate of compliance described under ORS 468A.810 or 815.310.
 (2) The offense described in this section, use of improper certificate for pollution 
control system, is a Class B traffic violation, but each day of violation does not 
constitute a separate offense. [1983 c.338 §216; 1995 c.383 §92; 2019 c.645 §11]

 815.320 Unlawful certification of compliance with pollution control 
requirements; penalty. (1) A person commits the offense of unlawful certification 
of compliance with pollution control requirements if the person does any of the 
following:
 (a) Falsely certifies that a motor vehicle is equipped with a functioning certified 
system, as defined in ORS 468A.350, or that the motor vehicle complies with the 
rules and standards adopted by the Environmental Quality Commission under ORS 
468A.360.
 (b) Falsifies any information on the certificate of compliance described under 
ORS 815.310.
 (c) Falsely certifies that a diesel engine has been retrofitted with approved 
retrofit technology under ORS 468A.810.
 (d) Falsifies any information on the certificate of compliance described under 
ORS 468A.810.
 (e) With a purpose to defraud or with intent, causes registration of a motor 
vehicle that would not otherwise be eligible for registration because of its failure to 
comply with:
 (A) Rules and standards adopted by the Environmental Quality Commission 
under ORS 468A.360; or
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 (B) ORS 803.591.
 (2) The offense described in this section, unlawful certification of compliance 
with pollution control requirements, is a Class A misdemeanor, but each day of 
violation does not constitute a separate offense. [1983 c.338 §217; 2019 c.645 §12]

 815.325 Unlawfully requiring repair for certification of compliance with 
pollution control requirements; penalty. (1) A person commits the offense of 
unlawfully requiring repair for certification with pollution control requirements if 
the person requires as a condition of the issuance of a certification of compliance 
described under ORS 815.310 or proof of certification described under ORS 
468A.810 any repairs or services unnecessary for compliance with ORS 803.591 
or with rules or standards adopted under ORS 468A.350, 468A.355, 468A.365 and 
468A.385.
 (2) The offense described in this section, unlawfully requiring repair for 
certification of compliance with pollution control requirements, is a Class A 
misdemeanor, but each day of violation does not constitute a separate offense. 
[1983 c.338 §218; 2019 c.645 §13]

 815.400 [1985 c.251 §8; 1987 c.119 §4; 1987 c.750 §11; 1989 c.43 §36; 1989 
c.148 §17; repealed by 1991 c.873 §53]

(Odometer Offenses)

 815.405 Department review of odometer disclosure statements. (1) The 
Department of Transportation may establish a program of reviewing department 
records and odometer disclosure statements to determine vehicles that may have 
incorrect odometer disclosures or on which the odometer may have been altered. 
The program may include any procedures the department determines appropriate 
including, but not limited to, the comparison of odometer disclosures for individual 
vehicles with statistical information on statistically average mileage for vehicles 
within a certain period of time.
 (2) If the department determines under this section that it is likely that a vehicle 
or vehicles have incorrect odometer disclosures or have odometers that have been 
illegally altered, the department may do any of the following:
 (a) Report the findings of the department to the owners or purchasers of the 
vehicles.
 (b) Report the findings of the department to enforcement officials charged with 
enforcing laws relating to odometers, including, but not limited to, police officials, 
district attorneys or the Attorney General’s office. [1985 c.251 §9; 1991 c.873 §18]

 815.410 Illegal odometer tampering; prohibition; exceptions; civil action; 
penalty. (1) A person commits the offense of illegal odometer tampering if the 
person does any of the following:
 (a) Advertises for sale, sells, uses or installs on any part of a motor vehicle or on 
any odometer in a motor vehicle any device which causes the odometer to register 
any mileage other than the true mileage driven. For the purposes of this paragraph 
the true mileage driven is that mileage driven by the vehicle as registered by the 
odometer within the manufacturer’s designed tolerance.
 (b) With the intent to defraud, operates a motor vehicle on any street or highway 
knowing that the odometer of such vehicle is disconnected or nonfunctional.
 (c) Replaces, disconnects, turns back or resets the odometer of any motor 
vehicle with the intent to reduce the number of miles indicated on the odometer 
gauge.
 (2) This section does not apply to a person who is servicing, repairing or 
replacing an odometer in compliance with ORS 815.415.
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 (3) The owner or subsequent purchaser of a vehicle may bring an action in an 
appropriate court of this state against any person who violates this section and may 
recover from the person an amount of $1,500 or treble the actual damage caused 
by the violation. Only a single recovery is permitted under this subsection for any 
single violation of this section. The court may award reasonable attorney fees to the 
prevailing party in an action under this subsection.
 (4) The offense described in this section, illegal odometer tampering, is a Class 
C felony. [Formerly 646.860; 1995 c.618 §137]

 815.415 Unlawful repair of odometer; rules; civil action; penalty. (1) 
A person commits the offense of unlawful repair of an odometer if the person 
services, repairs or replaces the odometer on any vehicle and the person does not 
comply with all of the following:
 (a) Whenever possible, the person shall perform the work on the odometer 
without changing the mileage reading from that shown on the odometer before the 
work is performed.
 (b) If it is not possible to perform the work without changing the mileage reading, 
the person must do all of the following:
 (A) Adjust the odometer reading to zero.
 (B) Place a notice on the left door frame of the vehicle specifying the mileage 
reading prior to the work and the date the work was performed. A notice required 
under this subparagraph must be in writing and must be in a form established by 
the Department of Transportation by rule.
 (C) Make an odometer disclosure in a form required by the department by rule 
and submit the disclosure to the department within 10 days of completing the work.
 (2) The owner or any subsequent purchaser of a vehicle may bring an action 
in an appropriate court of this state against any person who violates this section 
and may recover from the person an amount of $500 or twice the actual damages 
caused by the violation, whichever is greater. Only a single recovery is permitted 
under this subsection for any single violation of this section. The court may award 
reasonable attorney fees to the prevailing party in an action under this section.
 (3) A person is not subject to the requirements for work performed on vehicles 
that are exempt from odometer disclosure requirements under ORS 803.102.
 (4) The offense described in this section, unlawful repair of an odometer, is a 
Class C misdemeanor. [1985 c.251 §4; 1991 c.873 §19; 1995 c.618 §138]

 815.420 Unlawfully removing odometer repair notice; penalty. (1) A person 
commits the offense of unlawfully removing an odometer repair notice if the person 
removes any notice showing service, repair or replacement of an odometer with 
the mileage reading and the date of the work that has been placed on a vehicle in 
compliance with ORS 815.415.
 (2) The offense described in this section, unlawfully removing an odometer 
repair notice, is a Class C misdemeanor. [1985 c.251 §5]

 815.425 Failure to submit odometer disclosure; penalty. (1) A person 
commits the offense of failure to submit an odometer disclosure if the person is 
required by ORS 803.102, 803.370, 805.120 or 815.415 to submit an odometer 
disclosure and the person fails to submit the required odometer disclosure.
 (2) The offense described in this section, failure to submit an odometer 
disclosure, is a Class C misdemeanor. [1985 c.251 §6; 1989 c.148 §18; 1991 c.67 
§223; 1991 c.873 §20; 1993 c.751 §108]

 815.430 Submitting false odometer disclosure; penalty. (1) A person 
commits the offense of submitting a false odometer disclosure if the person 
knowingly makes any false statement or provides any false information on an 
odometer disclosure form.
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 (2) The offense described in this section, submitting a false odometer disclosure, 
is a Class C felony. [1985 c.251 §7; 1991 c.873 §21]

(Traffic Control Signal Operating Devices)

 815.440 Unauthorized possession, use or distribution of traffic control 
signal operating device; exemption; penalty. (1) A person commits the offense 
of unauthorized possession, use or distribution of a traffic control signal operating 
device if the person owns, uses, sells or otherwise distributes a device that is 
designed to control a traffic control light as a person using the device approaches 
the light.
 (2) This section does not apply to persons operating traffic control signal 
operating devices as authorized by ORS 815.445.
 (3) For purposes of ORS 133.555, a traffic control signal operating device is 
contraband if it is used by a person who is not authorized as provided in ORS 
815.445 to use the device.
 (4) The offense described in this section, unauthorized possession, use or 
distribution of a traffic control signal operating device, is a Class C misdemeanor. 
[1993 c.314 §14; 1993 c.522 §5; 1997 c.507 §1]

 815.445 Authority to use traffic control signal operating devices; costs. 
(1) The owner of a traffic control signal may authorize use of a traffic control signal 
operating device by the following persons for the following purposes:
 (a) An authorized operator in an emergency vehicle, in order to improve the 
safety and efficiency of emergency response operations.
 (b) An authorized operator in a bus, in order to interrupt the cycle of the traffic 
control signal in such a way as to keep the green light showing for longer than it 
otherwise would. As used in this paragraph, “bus” has the meaning given that term 
in ORS 184.675.
 (c) An authorized operator in a traffic signal maintenance vehicle, in order to 
facilitate traffic signal maintenance activities.
 (2) The owner of a traffic control signal who authorizes additional uses of a 
traffic control signal operating device, as authorized by this section, shall allocate 
the incremental costs, if any, of such additional uses to the additional users.
 (3) A traffic control signal operating device used by an authorized person in 
an emergency vehicle shall preempt and override a device operated by any other 
person.
 (4) A traffic control signal operating device used as authorized under this section 
must operate in such a way that the device does not continue to control the signal 
once the vehicle containing the device has arrived at the intersection, regardless of 
whether the vehicle remains at the intersection. [1997 c.507 §3]

(Vehicle Metering System)

 815.555 Tampering with a vehicle metering system; penalty. (1) A person 
commits the offense of tampering with a vehicle metering system if the person:
 (a) With the intent to defraud, operates a motor vehicle that is subject to the per-
mile road usage charge imposed under ORS 319.885 on a highway knowing that 
the vehicle metering system is disconnected or nonfunctional.
 (b) Replaces, disconnects or resets the vehicle metering system of a motor 
vehicle that is subject to the per-mile road usage charge imposed under ORS 
319.885 with the intent of reducing the metered use recorded by the vehicle 
metering system.
 (2) This section does not apply to a person who is servicing, repairing or 
replacing a vehicle metering system.
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 (3) As used in this section, “vehicle metering system” means a system used to 
record the metered use by a motor vehicle for the purpose of complying with the 
reporting requirements under ORS 319.920.
 (4) Tampering with a vehicle metering system is a Class A traffic violation. [2013 
c.781 §21]
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Chapter 816

2021 EDITION

Vehicle Equipment: Lights

ADOPTION AND ENFORCEMENT OF STANDARDS
816.010 Authority to adopt and enforce standards for lighting equipment; testing for 

compliance with standards
816.020 Motor carriers under jurisdiction of Department of Transportation

NONCOMPLYING EQUIPMENT
816.030 Selling noncomplying lighting equipment; penalty

GENERAL REQUIREMENTS
816.040 Lighting equipment standards; effect of rules

REQUIREMENTS AND STANDARDS FOR SPECIFIC LIGHTS
816.050 Headlights; rules
816.060 Auxiliary lights
816.070 Passing lights
816.080 Taillights
816.090 Registration plate lights
816.100 Brake lights
816.110 Back-up lights
816.120 Turn signals
816.130 Parking lights
816.140 Cowl or fender lights
816.150 High beam indicator
816.160 Rear mounted lighting system
816.170 Spotlights
816.180 Reflectors
816.190 Marker lights
816.200 Clearance lights
816.210 Identification lights
816.220 Exempt-vehicle safety lighting equipment
816.230 Fog lights
816.240 Hazard lights
816.250 Police lights
816.260 Bus safety lights
816.270 Mail delivery lights
816.280 Warning lights
816.285 Fire department warning lights
816.290 End load lights
816.300 Operation with nonstandard lighting equipment; penalty
816.310 Exemptions from lighting equipment requirements

REQUIRED LIGHTS
816.320 Lighting equipment required for motor vehicles
816.330 Operation without required lighting equipment; penalty
816.340 Exemptions from required equipment
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PROHIBITED LIGHTS
816.350 Prohibitions on number and kind of lights for certain vehicles
816.360 Use of prohibited lighting equipment; penalty
816.370 Exemptions from lighting equipment prohibitions
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ADOPTION AND ENFORCEMENT OF STANDARDS

 816.010 Authority to adopt and enforce standards for lighting equipment; 
testing for compliance with standards. (1) The Department of Transportation 
shall adopt and enforce minimum standards for vehicle lighting equipment under 
ORS 816.040 to 816.290 including installation, adjustment and aiming and 
adjustment when in use on motor vehicles.
 (2) As federal regulations concerning vehicle lighting equipment are 
subsequently amended or repealed, the department may consider subsequent 
federal vehicle lighting equipment standards and adopt standards with respect to 
any vehicle lighting equipment applicable to the same aspect of performance of the 
vehicle lighting equipment if the department determines that the subsequent federal 
standards are practicable, provide an objective standard and meet the need for 
vehicle safety.
 (3) When the department has reason to believe that any lighting equipment, 
as it is being sold commercially, does not comply with established standards, 
the department may have the device tested by a recognized testing laboratory to 
determine if the lighting equipment complies with the standards adopted under this 
section.
 (4) Standards adopted under this section must be consistent with vehicle 
standards established under federal regulations or by the Society of Automotive 
Engineers.
 (5) Standards adopted by the department under this section supersede 
any equipment provision of the vehicle code applicable to the same aspect of 
performance that conflicts with a specific provision of a standard adopted by the 
department under this section with respect to compliance with safety standards in 
effect at the time of sale.
 (6) The department shall continue to adopt equipment standards as required 
under other sections of the vehicle code if there are no standards under this 
section.
 (7) The department may at any time purchase in the open market and submit to 
the testing laboratory one or more sets of any lighting equipment, and if the lighting 
equipment, upon testing, fails to meet the standards adopted for lighting equipment 
under this section, the department shall enforce the penalties set forth in ORS 
816.030 to 816.300.
 (8) Prohibitions and penalties relating to the standards adopted under this 
section are set forth in ORS 816.030 to 816.300. [1983 c.338 §447; 2003 c.158 §17]

 816.020 Motor carriers under jurisdiction of Department of Transportation. 
With respect to motor carriers operated under the jurisdiction of the Department of 
Transportation, the department may adopt standard specifications at variance with 
the requirements and standards for vehicle lighting equipment under ORS 811.515 
to 811.525 or 816.040 to 816.370 whenever standard specifications adopted by the 
Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration are different from those established 
by those sections. The standard specifications so adopted by the department shall 
conform to standard specifications adopted by the Federal Motor Carrier Safety 
Administration for vehicles operating in interstate commerce. [1983 c.338 §448; 
1985 c.16 §235; 1995 c.733 §89; 2003 c.158 §18]

NONCOMPLYING EQUIPMENT

 816.030 Selling noncomplying lighting equipment; penalty. (1) A person 
commits the offense of selling noncomplying lighting equipment if the person sells 
or offers for sale for use upon or as part of the equipment of any vehicle any vehicle 
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lighting equipment that does not comply with standards adopted by the Department 
of Transportation under ORS 816.010.
 (2) The offense described in this section, selling noncomplying lighting 
equipment, is a Class D traffic violation. [1983 c.338 §453; 1995 c.383 §29; 2003 
c.158 §19]

GENERAL REQUIREMENTS

 816.040 Lighting equipment standards; effect of rules. ORS 816.040 to 
816.290 establish requirements for ORS 816.300. Except where an exemption 
under ORS 816.310 specifically provides otherwise, any vehicle lighting that does 
not comply with ORS 816.040 to 816.290 violates ORS 816.300 and is subject 
to the penalty provided for in ORS 816.040 to 816.290. Each of the following is a 
requirement for lighting equipment described in ORS 816.040 to 816.290:
 (1) Whenever ORS 816.040 to 816.290 specify either the distance from which 
lighting equipment shall render objects visible or the distance within which lighting 
equipment shall be visible, that distance of visibility, unless a different time or 
condition is expressly stated, shall be as determined:
 (a) Under normal atmospheric conditions;
 (b) At any time from sunset to sunrise or any other time when, due to insufficient 
light, persons and vehicles are not clearly discernible at a distance of 1,000 feet; 
and
 (c) On a straight, level unlighted highway.
 (2) Whenever ORS 816.040 to 816.290 specify the mounted height of lighting 
equipment, the height shall be determined from the center of the lighting equipment 
to the level ground upon which the vehicle stands.
 (3) Any standard provided for a piece of lighting equipment under ORS 816.040 
to 816.290 is subject to being superseded by a rule adopted by the Department of 
Transportation as provided under ORS 815.030. [1983 c.338 §458 (1); 1985 c.16 
§240 (1); 1985 c.69 §1 (1); 1985 c.71 §4 (1); 1985 c.393 §13 (1); 1985 c.420 §6 (1); 
1995 c.733 §90]

REQUIREMENTS AND STANDARDS FOR SPECIFIC LIGHTS

 816.050 Headlights; rules. Each of the following is a requirement for headlights 
as described:
 (1) On vehicles required to be equipped with two or more headlights under ORS 
816.320 and 816.330 the headlights shall be equally distributed on each side of the 
front of the vehicle. This subsection does not apply to motorcycles and mopeds.
 (2) Headlights shall show a continuously burning light except that:
 (a) When permitted under ORS 814.320, headlights for motorcycles or mopeds 
may have an upper beam that can be modulated between a high and lower 
brightness at a rate of 200 to 280 pulses per minute.
 (b) A federally approved headlight flashing system may be used as emergency 
vehicle lights on police, fire, emergency or ambulance vehicles.
 (3) Headlights shall show a white light described in Standard Number 108 of the 
Federal Motor Vehicle Safety Standards.
 (4) Headlights shall show the light forward.
 (5) The Department of Transportation shall adopt and enforce rules establishing 
minimum standards and specifications for headlights. The rules shall conform, 
insofar as practicable, to safety standards and specifications for vehicle lighting 
issued by the federal government or to standards and recommendations 
established by the Society of Automotive Engineers.
 (6) When multiple beam headlights are used or when headlights are used in 
combination with auxiliary lights or passing lights, the lights shall be arranged on 
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the vehicle so that the selection between distributions of light projected to different 
elevations may be selected by the driver at will or so that the selection can be made 
automatically.
 (7) Headlights shall be aimed in accordance with rules adopted by the 
department. If headlights provide only a single distribution of light and are not 
supplemented by auxiliary lights, the single beam headlights shall be so aimed that 
when the vehicle is not loaded, none of the high intensity portion of the light shall, 
at a distance of 25 feet ahead of the vehicle, project higher than five inches below 
the level of the center of the lamp from which it comes, or higher than 42 inches 
above the level on which the vehicle stands at a distance of 75 feet ahead of the 
vehicle.
 (8) The intensity of the light of single beam headlights shall be sufficient to 
reveal persons and vehicles upon a street or highway at a distance of at least 200 
feet ahead of the vehicle to which they are attached.
 (9) Headlights that are required under ORS 816.320 and 816.330 must be 
mounted, adjusted and aimed in accordance with standards adopted by the 
department under ORS 816.010.
 (10) Headlights that are required under ORS 816.320 and 816.330 and any part 
for such headlight that tends to change the original design or performance must 
be of a type that complies with standards adopted by the department under ORS 
816.010.
 (11) Single beam headlights that are not supplemented by auxiliary lights shall 
be permitted on a motor vehicle in lieu of multiple beam headlights only if the single 
distribution of lights complies with any requirements for single beam headlights 
under this section. [1983 c.338 §458 (2); 1985 c.16 §240 (2); 1985 c.69 §1 (2); 1985 
c.71 §4 (2); 1985 c.393 §13 (2); 1985 c.420 §6 (2); 1989 c.402 §8; 1991 c.769 §1; 
2003 c.158 §20]

 816.060 Auxiliary lights. (1) As used in this section, “auxiliary lights” means low 
beam auxiliary lights.
 (2) When auxiliary lights are used in combination with headlights, the 
combination of lights shall be arranged on the vehicle so that the selection between 
distributions of light projected to different elevations may be selected by the driver at 
will or so that the selection can be made automatically.
 (3) Auxiliary lights shall be wired in accordance with rules adopted by the 
Department of Transportation.
 (4) Auxiliary lights shall be mounted, adjusted and aimed in accordance with 
rules adopted by the department.
 (5) Auxiliary lights mounted on a vehicle for highway use shall be mounted at a 
height of 54 inches or less above the level surface upon which the vehicle stands. 
Auxiliary lights mounted higher than 54 inches are subject to any limitation on use 
under ORS 811.515 and 811.520.
 (6) Auxiliary lights and any part for such light that tends to change the original 
design or performance must be of a type that complies with standards adopted by 
the department under ORS 816.010.
 (7) Auxiliary lights shall show a white light forward. [1983 c.338 §458 (3); 1985 
c.16 §240 (3); 1985 c.69 §1 (3); 1985 c.71 §4 (3); 1985 c.393 §13 (3); 1985 c.420 
§6 (3); 2003 c.158 §21]

 816.070 Passing lights. (1) As used in this section, “passing lights” means high 
beam auxiliary lights.
 (2) When passing lights are used in combination with headlights, the 
combination of lights shall be arranged on the vehicle so that the selection between 
distributions of light projected to different elevations may be selected by the driver at 
will or so that the selection can be made automatically.
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 (3) Passing lights shall be wired in accordance with rules adopted by the 
Department of Transportation.
 (4) Passing lights shall be aimed in accordance with rules adopted by the 
department.
 (5) Passing lights shall show a white light forward. [1983 c.338 §458 (4); 1985 
c.16 §240 (4); 1985 c.69 §1 (4); 1985 c.71 §4 (4); 1985 c.393 §13 (4); 1985 c.420 
§6 (4); 2003 c.158 §22]

 816.080 Taillights. (1) Taillights shall be mounted on the rear of a vehicle.
 (2) Except as otherwise provided in this section, when lighted, taillights shall 
emit a red light.
 (3) When lighted, taillights shall emit a light plainly visible from a distance of 500 
feet to the rear.
 (4) Taillights may be constructed so as to include registration plate lights.
 (5) Taillights shall be wired so as to be lighted whenever the headlights or 
auxiliary lights are lighted.
 (6) Taillights that are required under ORS 816.320 and 816.330 must be 
mounted, adjusted and aimed in accordance with the standards adopted by the 
Department of Transportation.
 (7) Taillights that are required under ORS 816.320 and 816.330 and any part 
for such light that tends to change the original design or performance must be of a 
type that complies with standards adopted by the department under ORS 816.010.
 (8) On a motor vehicle that was manufactured before 1959, the taillight or the 
taillight assembly, if the taillight is combined with another light, may contain a blue 
or purple insert of not more than one inch in diameter. [1983 c.338 §458 (5); 1985 
c.16 §240 (5); 1985 c.69 §1 (5); 1985 c.71 §4 (5); 1985 c.393 §13 (5); 1985 c.420 
§6 (5); 1997 c.492 §1; 2003 c.158 §23]

 816.090 Registration plate lights. Each of the following is a requirement for 
registration plate lights as described:
 (1) A registration plate light shall be so constructed and placed as to illuminate 
the rear registration plate of the vehicle.
 (2) A registration plate light may either be constructed as a separate light or as 
part of a taillight.
 (3) A registration plate light shall show a white light.
 (4) A registration plate light shall render the rear registration plate clearly legible 
from a distance of 50 feet to the rear.
 (5) A registration plate light shall be wired so as to be lighted whenever the 
headlights or auxiliary lights are lighted. [1983 c.338 §458 (6); 1985 c.16 §240 (6); 
1985 c.69 §1 (6); 1985 c.71 §4 (6); 1985 c.393 §13 (6); 1985 c.420 §6 (6)]

 816.100 Brake lights. Each of the following is a requirement for brake lights as 
described:
 (1) Brake lights shall be placed on the rear of the vehicle. Where more than one 
brake light is required under ORS 816.320 and 816.330 at least one brake light 
shall be placed on each side of the rear.
 (2) Brake lights shall be constructed and located on a vehicle so as to give a 
signal of intention to stop.
 (3) Brake lights shall emit a red light. If the motor vehicle was manufactured 
before 1959 and the brake light is combined with the taillight in a taillight assembly, 
the assembly may contain an insert as described under ORS 816.080.
 (4) Except as provided in subsection (11) of this section, brake lights shall emit a 
steady burning light.
 (5) Brake lights shall emit a light that is plainly visible and capable of being seen 
and distinguished from a distance of 500 feet to the rear of the vehicle in normal 
daylight.
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 (6) Brake lights required under ORS 816.320 and 816.330 shall be mounted, so 
far as practicable, in such a manner as to reduce the hazard of being obscured by 
mud or dust thrown by the wheels.
 (7) Brake lights shall not project a glaring or dazzling light.
 (8) Brake lights may be incorporated with a taillight.
 (9) Brake lights shall be activated upon application of the service brake.
 (10) Brake lights required under ORS 816.320 and 816.330 or any parts 
for brake lights must comply with standards adopted by the Department of 
Transportation under ORS 816.010.
 (11) Brake lights for motorcycles may flash intermittently, provided that the brake 
lights do not override the rear turn signal function. [1983 c.338 §458 (7); 1985 c.16 
§240 (7); 1985 c.69 §1 (7); 1985 c.71 §4 (7); 1985 c.393 §13 (7); 1985 c.420 §6 (7); 
1997 c.492 §2; 2003 c.158 §24]

 816.110 Back-up lights. Back-up lights may be constructed either separately or 
in combination with another light. [1983 c.338 §458 (8); 1985 c.16 §240 (8); 1985 
c.69 §1 (8); 1985 c.71 §4 (8); 1985 c.393 §13 (8); 1985 c.420 §6 (8)]

 816.120 Turn signals. Each of the following is a requirement for turn signals as 
described:
 (1) Turn signals shall be so constructed and located on a vehicle as to give a 
signal of intention to turn right or left.
 (2) The following types of turn signals shall show light in the direction indicated:
 (a) Front turn signal lights shall show light to the front of the vehicle.
 (b) Rear turn signal lights shall show light to the rear of the vehicle.
 (3) The following types of turn signals shall have the color of light indicated:
 (a) Front turn signal lights may be white or amber.
 (b) Rear turn signal lights may be red, amber or yellow. If the rear turn signal 
is red, the motor vehicle was manufactured before 1959 and the turn signal is 
combined with the taillight in a taillight assembly, the assembly may contain an 
insert as described under ORS 816.080.
 (4) Turn signals shall be understandable in normal sunlight and at a distance of 
500 feet at night.
 (5) Turn signals that are required under ORS 816.320 and 816.330 must be 
mounted, adjusted and aimed in accordance with the standards adopted by the 
Department of Transportation.
 (6) Turn signals that are required under ORS 816.320 and 816.330 and any part 
for such turn signals that tends to change the original design or performance must 
be of a type that complies with standards adopted by the department under ORS 
816.010. [1983 c.338 §458 (9); 1985 c.16 §240 (9); 1985 c.69 §1 (9); 1985 c.71 §4 
(9); 1985 c.393 §13 (9); 1985 c.420 §6 (9); 1997 c.492 §3; 2003 c.158 §25]

 816.130 Parking lights. Each of the following is a requirement for parking lights 
as indicated:
 (1) Parking lights shall be on the roadway side of the vehicle when a vehicle is 
parked or stopped upon a roadway or shoulder adjacent thereto.
 (2) Parking lights shall exhibit a white or amber light visible to the front of the 
vehicle and a red light visible to the rear of the vehicle.
 (3) Parking lights shall be visible from a distance of 500 feet to the front of the 
vehicle and from a distance of 500 feet to the rear of the vehicle. [1983 c.338 §458 
(10); 1985 c.16 §240 (10); 1985 c.69 §1 (10); 1985 c.71 §4 (10); 1985 c.393 §13 
(10); 1985 c.420 §6 (10)]

 816.140 Cowl or fender lights. Cowl or fender lights shall emit an amber or 
white light without glare. [1983 c.338 §458 (11); 1985 c.16 §240 (11); 1985 c.69 §1 
(11); 1985 c.71 §4 (11); 1985 c.393 §13 (11); 1985 c.420 §6 (11)]
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 816.150 High beam indicator. Each of the following is a requirement for a high 
beam indicator:
 (1) A high beam indicator shall be constructed so as to be lighted when, and 
only when, the uppermost distribution of light from the headlights is in use.
 (2) A high beam indicator shall be so designed and located that when lighted it 
will be readily visible to the driver of the vehicle so equipped.
 (3) A high beam indicator shall be without glare to the driver of the vehicle so 
equipped. [1983 c.338 §458 (12); 1985 c.16 §240 (12); 1985 c.69 §1 (12); 1985 c.71 
§4 (12); 1985 c.393 §13 (12); 1985 c.420 §6 (12)]

 816.160 Rear mounted lighting system. Each of the following is a requirement 
for a rear mounted lighting system:
 (1) A rear mounted lighting system shall have a green light, a yellow light and a 
red light.
 (2) A rear mounted lighting system shall be constructed so that:
 (a) The green light will be actuated when the accelerator is depressed;
 (b) The yellow light will be actuated when the vehicle is moving forward or 
standing and idling, but not under power from its engine; and
 (c) The red light will be actuated when the motor vehicle is being braked through 
the use of its braking system.
 (3) The red and green lights of a rear mounted lighting system may be 
illuminated simultaneously. Otherwise, only one light of the system shall be 
illuminated at any one time and either the green or yellow lights shall be illuminated 
when the red lights are not illuminated.
 (4) The lights of a rear mounted lighting system shall be capable of being seen 
and distinguished from a distance of 500 feet to the rear of the vehicle during 
normal daylight.
 (5) Rear mounted lighting systems shall not project a glaring or dazzling light. 
[1983 c.338 §458 (13); 1985 c.16 §240 (13); 1985 c.69 §1 (13); 1985 c.71 §4 (13); 
1985 c.393 §13 (13); 1985 c.420 §6 (13)]

 816.170 Spotlights. Each of the following is a requirement for spotlights as 
indicated:
 (1) Spotlights must be mounted, adjusted and aimed in accordance with 
standards adopted by the Department of Transportation.
 (2) Spotlights and any part for such spotlights that tends to change the original 
design or performance must be of a type that complies with standards adopted by 
the department under ORS 816.010. [1983 c.338 §458 (14); 1985 c.16 §240 (14); 
1985 c.69 §1 (14); 1985 c.71 §4 (14); 1985 c.393 §13 (14); 1985 c.420 §6 (14); 
2003 c.158 §26]

 816.180 Reflectors. Each of the following is a requirement for reflectors as 
indicated:
 (1) The following are the colors for the indicated type of reflector:
 (a) Rear reflectors and rearward side reflectors shall be red.
 (b) Forward side reflectors and intermediate side reflectors shall be amber.
 (2) The following types of reflectors shall be placed as indicated:
 (a) Rear reflectors shall be mounted on the rear of the vehicle. If more than one 
rear reflector is required under ORS 816.320 and 816.330, there shall be at least 
one rear reflector on either side of the rear of the vehicle. On pole trailers, rear 
reflectors may be mounted on each side of the bolster or load.
 (b) Forward side reflectors shall be mounted on the side of the vehicle near the 
front of the vehicle.
 (c) Intermediate side reflectors shall be mounted on the side of the vehicle at 
or near the midpoint between the forward side reflectors and the rearward side 
reflectors.
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 (d) Rearward side reflectors shall be mounted on the side of the vehicle near the 
rear of the vehicle.
 (3) Reflectors shall be mounted on a vehicle at a height not less than 15 inches 
and not more than 60 inches above the ground on which the vehicle stands.
 (4) Reflectors shall be of such size or characteristics and so mounted and 
maintained as to be readily visible at night within 500 feet to 50 feet from the vehicle 
when directly in front of lawful upper beams of headlights.
 (5) Reflectors required to be mounted on the sides of the vehicle shall reflect the 
required color of light to the sides and those mounted on the rear shall reflect the 
required color to the rear.
 (6) Reflectors required under ORS 816.320 and 816.330 shall be mounted, so 
far as practicable, in such manner as to reduce the hazard of being obscured by 
mud or dust thrown by the wheels.
 (7) Reflectors that are required under ORS 816.320 and 816.330 must be 
mounted, adjusted and aimed in accordance with standards adopted by the 
Department of Transportation.
 (8) Reflectors that are required under ORS 816.320 and 816.330 and any part 
for such reflectors that tends to change the original design or performance must 
be of a type that complies with standards adopted by the department under ORS 
816.010.
 (9) Rear reflectors may be constructed either as a separate reflector or as part 
of and incorporated with the taillights. [1983 c.338 §458 (15); 1985 c.16 §240 (15); 
1985 c.69 §1 (15); 1985 c.71 §4 (15); 1985 c.393 §13 (15); 1985 c.420 §6 (15); 2003 
c.158 §27]

 816.190 Marker lights. Each of the following is a requirement for marker lights 
as indicated:
 (1) The following types of marker lights shall be placed as indicated:
 (a) Forward side marker lights shall be mounted on the side of the vehicle at or 
near the front.
 (b) Intermediate side marker lights shall be mounted on the side of the vehicle at 
or near the midpoint between the forward side marker lights and the rearward side 
marker lights.
 (c) Rearward side marker lights shall be mounted on the side of the vehicle at or 
near the rear.
 (2) The following are the colors for the indicated type of marker lights:
 (a) Rearward side marker lights shall be red.
 (b) Forward side marker lights and intermediate side marker lights shall be 
amber.
 (3) Side marker lights may be mounted in combination with clearance lights if 
illumination is given as required with reference to both.
 (4) Marker lights that are required under ORS 816.320 and 816.330 shall be 
mounted, so far as practicable, in such manner as to reduce the hazard of being 
obscured by mud or dust thrown by the wheels.
 (5) Marker lights shall be capable of being seen and distinguished at a distance 
of 500 feet directly from that part of the vehicle on which the lights are placed. [1983 
c.338 §458 (16); 1985 c.16 §240 (16); 1985 c.69 §1 (16); 1985 c.71 §4 (16); 1985 
c.393 §13 (16); 1985 c.420 §6 (16)]

 816.200 Clearance lights. Each of the following is a requirement for clearance 
lights as indicated:
 (1) The following types of clearance lights shall be placed as indicated:
 (a) Front clearance lights shall be placed on the front of the vehicle. When more 
than one front clearance light is required under ORS 816.320 and 816.330, at least 
one front clearance light shall be on each side of the front of the vehicle.
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 (b) Rear clearance lights shall be placed on the rear of the vehicle. When more 
than one rear clearance light is required under ORS 816.320 and 816.330, at least 
one rear clearance light shall be on each side of the rear of the vehicle.
 (2) The following are the colors for indicated type of clearance lights:
 (a) Front clearance lights shall be amber.
 (b) Rear clearance lights shall be red.
 (3) Clearance lights shall be mounted on the permanent structure of the vehicle 
in such a manner as to indicate its extreme width and shall be mounted as near the 
top of the vehicle as practicable.
 (4) Clearance lights may be mounted in combination with side marker lights if 
illumination is given as required with reference to both.
 (5) Clearance lights that are required under ORS 816.320 and 816.330 shall be 
mounted, so far as practicable, in such manner as to reduce the hazard of being 
obscured by mud or dust thrown by the wheels.
 (6) Clearance lights shall be capable of being seen and distinguished at a 
distance of 500 feet directly from that part of the vehicle on which the lights are 
placed. [1983 c.338 §458 (17); 1985 c.16 §240 (17); 1985 c.69 §1 (17); 1985 c.71 
§4 (17); 1985 c.393 §13 (17); 1985 c.420 §6 (17)]

 816.210 Identification lights. Each of the following is a requirement for 
identification lights:
 (1) An identification light is a group of three lights mounted at the same height 
with the centers of the lights in the group of lights spaced not less than 6 inches nor 
more than 12 inches apart.
 (2) The following types of identification lights shall be placed as indicated:
 (a) Front identification lights shall be placed on the front of the vehicle.
 (b) Rear identification lights shall be placed on the rear of the vehicle.
 (3) Identification lights shall be mounted as close as practicable to the top of the 
vehicle.
 (4) Identification lights shall be mounted as close as practicable to the vertical 
centerline of the vehicle on that part of the vehicle where the identification lights are 
mounted.
 (5) Front identification lights shall be an amber color. Rear identification lights 
shall be a red color.
 (6) Identification lights that are required ORS 816.320 and 816.330 shall be 
mounted, so far as practicable, in such manner as to reduce the hazard of being 
obscured by mud or dust thrown by the wheels.
 (7) Identification lights shall be capable of being seen and distinguished at a 
distance of 500 feet directly from that part of the vehicle on which the lights are 
placed. [1983 c.338 §458 (18); 1985 c.16 §240 (18); 1985 c.69 §1 (18); 1985 c.71 
§4 (18); 1985 c.393 §13 (18); 1985 c.420 §6 (18)]

 816.220 Exempt-vehicle safety lighting equipment. Each of the following is a 
requirement for exempt-vehicle safety lighting equipment:
 (1) Exempt-vehicle safety lighting equipment shall consist of at least two lighted 
lights or lanterns.
 (2) The following are the colors for the indicated type of exempt-vehicle safety 
lighting equipment indicated:
 (a) The exempt-vehicle safety lighting equipment that exhibits a light to the front 
of the vehicle shall exhibit a white light in that direction.
 (b) The exempt-vehicle safety lighting equipment that exhibits a light to the rear 
of the vehicle shall exhibit a red light in that direction.
 (3) At least one piece of exempt-vehicle safety lighting equipment shall exhibit a 
light visible to the front of the vehicle and at least one shall exhibit a light visible to 
the rear of the vehicle.
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 (4) Exempt-vehicle safety lighting equipment shall be visible from a distance of 
500 feet from the direction that the light is required to be visible. [1983 c.338 §458 
(19); 1985 c.16 §240 (19); 1985 c.69 §1 (19); 1985 c.71 §4 (19); 1985 c.393 §13 
(19); 1985 c.420 §6 (19)]

 816.230 Fog lights. Each of the following is a requirement for fog lights as 
described:
 (1) Fog lights shall be mounted, aimed and adjusted in accordance with 
standards adopted by the Department of Transportation.
 (2) Fog lights and any part of such fog lights that tends to change the original 
design or performance must be of a type that complies with standards adopted by 
the department under ORS 816.010.
 (3) Forward mounted fog lights shall show a white, amber or yellow light.
 (4) Rear mounted fog lights shall show a red light. [1983 c.338 §458 (20); 1985 
c.16 §240 (20); 1985 c.69 §1 (20); 1985 c.71 §4 (20); 1985 c.393 §13 (20); 1985 
c.420 §6 (20); 2003 c.158 §28]

 816.240 Hazard lights. Each of the following is a requirement for hazard lights 
as described:
 (1) At least two hazard lights shall be mounted on the front of the vehicle and at 
least two hazard lights shall be mounted on the rear of the vehicle.
 (2) Hazard lights mounted on the front of the vehicle shall be mounted at the 
same level as other hazard lights on the front of the vehicle. Hazard lights mounted 
on the rear of the vehicle shall be mounted at the same level as other hazard lights 
on the rear of the vehicle.
 (3) Hazard lights shall be as widely spaced laterally on the front and rear of the 
vehicle as practicable.
 (4) Hazard lights on a vehicle shall flash simultaneously with each other.
 (5) Hazard lights on the front of a vehicle may be white or amber lights. Hazard 
lights on the rear of a vehicle may be amber or red lights.
 (6) Hazard lights shall be visible from a distance of not less than 500 feet under 
normal atmospheric conditions at night. [1983 c.338 §458 (21); 1985 c.16 §240 
(21); 1985 c.69 §1 (21); 1985 c.71 §4 (21); 1985 c.393 §13 (21); 1985 c.420 §6 (21)]

 816.250 Police lights. Each of the following is a requirement for police lights as 
described:
 (1) Police lights may be blue, red, yellow, amber or white.
 (2) Police lights may be revolving or stationary-type flashing lights.
 (3) Police lights shall be visible from a distance of not less than 1,000 feet under 
normal atmospheric conditions at night.
 (4) Police lights may include one or more lights. [1983 c.338 §458 (22); 1985 
c.16 §240 (22); 1985 c.69 §1 (22); 1985 c.71 §4 (22); 1985 c.393 §13 (22); 1985 
c.420 §6 (22); 1989 c.402 §9; 1997 c.492 §5]

 816.260 Bus safety lights. Each of the following is a requirement for bus safety 
lights:
 (1) Bus safety lights shall include at least two of each color of light on the front 
of the vehicle and at least two of each color of light on the rear of the vehicle.
 (2) Bus safety lights shall include red and amber lights.
 (3) Each bus safety light shall alternately flash with the bus safety lights of the 
same color that are placed on the same end of the vehicle displaying the lights. 
[1983 c.338 §458 (23); 1985 c.16 §240 (23); 1985 c.69 §1 (23); 1985 c.71 §4 (23); 
1985 c.393 §13 (23); 1985 c.420 §6 (23)]

 816.270 Mail delivery lights. (1) Each of the following is a requirement for mail 
delivery lights other than strobe lights:
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 (a) Mail delivery lights shall include two lights.
 (b) Mail delivery lights shall be simultaneously flashing lights.
 (c) Mail delivery lights may be constructed so that the lights flash continuously 
or are actuated by application of the service brake.
 (d) Mail delivery lights shall have at least 12 square inches of effective 
illuminated surface.
 (e) Mail delivery lights shall be of double face or two-way type.
 (f) Mail delivery lights shall project an amber color to the front and a red color to 
the rear.
 (g) Mail delivery lights shall be visible from a distance of not less than 100 feet 
to the front and rear in normal sunlight.
 (h) Mail delivery lights shall be mounted on the highest part of the top of the 
vehicle in such a position that the illumination from the lights is visible both to the 
front and rear for the required distance and shall be spaced laterally as far apart as 
body construction will permit.
 (i) Between mail delivery lights there shall be mounted a 22-inch by 7-inch sign 
with the wording “U.S. Mail” in four-inch letters in black on a white background.
 (j) Mail delivery lights and the required sign shall be installed so that the sign 
can be easily lowered and the lights turned off when the vehicle is not actually 
engaged in United States Mail service.
 (k) Mail delivery lights, the required sign, wiring, switches and mounting 
devices shall all be of a type that meets standards adopted by the Department of 
Transportation.
 (2) Magnetically attached strobe lights may be used as mail delivery lights 
without meeting any of the requirements of subsection (1) of this section except 
the visibility requirements of subsection (1)(g) and (h) of this section. Strobe lights 
used as mail delivery lights shall be amber. [1983 c.338 §458 (24); 1985 c.16 §240 
(24); 1985 c.69 §1 (24); 1985 c.71 §4 (24); 1985 c.393 §13 (24); 1985 c.420 §6 (24); 
1991 c.601 §1; 2003 c.158 §29]

 816.280 Warning lights. This section establishes standards for different types 
of warning lights. Each of the following is a requirement for warning lights as 
described:
 (1) The following are the colors for the indicated type of warning light:
 (a) Public vehicle warning lights, pilot vehicle warning lights and commercial 
vehicle warning lights shall be amber.
 (b) Tow vehicle warning lights may be amber or red.
 (c) Weighmaster and motor carrier enforcement officer warning lights shall be 
red.
 (d) Warning lights on vehicles engaged in the removal, containment or cleanup 
of a hazardous materials release, and on vehicles at the scene of a potential 
release of hazardous materials, may be red or amber.
 (e) Warning lights on vehicles being used by medical examiners to reach the 
scene of an accident or of a death investigation may be red.
 (2) Warning lights shall provide an intermittent light that may be either of a 
revolving or flashing type or any other type that provides an intermittent light.
 (3) All warning lights shall be visible from a distance of not less than 500 feet 
under normal atmospheric conditions at night. [1983 c.338 §458 (25); 1985 c.16 
§240 (25); 1985 c.69 §1 (25); 1985 c.71 §4 (25); 1985 c.393 §13 (25); 1985 c.420 
§6 (25); 1989 c.402 §10; 1991 c.769 §3; 1993 c.741 §104; 1999 c.497 §1; 2003 
c.245 §3]

 816.285 Fire department warning lights. Each of the following is authorized 
for fire department warning lights:
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 (1) Fire department vehicle warning lights may be red or a combination of red 
and white.
 (2) Fire department vehicles may use an approved headlight flashing system as 
authorized by ORS 816.050.
 (3) Fire department vehicles may have a forward facing flashing white light for 
the purpose of operating a traffic signal preemption device.
 (4) Fire department vehicles may show a flashing or revolving green light when 
operating as the command post in emergency incidents.
 (5) Fire department emergency response vehicle lights may be any color 
allowed for police lights under ORS 816.250. [1991 c.769 §5; 1997 c.492 §6]

 Note: 816.285 was added to and made a part of ORS chapter 816 by legislative 
action but was not added to any smaller series therein. See Preface to Oregon 
Revised Statutes for further explanation.

 816.290 End load lights. Each of the following is a requirement for end load 
lights:
 (1) The lights shall be red in color.
 (2) The lights shall be either a lighted light or lantern.
 (3) The lights shall be placed at the extreme rear end of a load.
 (4) The lights shall be plainly visible from a distance of at least 500 feet to the 
sides and rear of the vehicle. [1983 c.338 §458 (26); 1985 c.16 §240 (26); 1985 
c.69 §1 (26); 1985 c.71 §4 (26); 1985 c.393 §13 (26); 1985 c.420 §6 (26)]

 816.300 Operation with nonstandard lighting equipment; penalty. (1) A 
person commits the offense of operation with nonstandard lighting equipment if the 
person does any of the following:
 (a) Drives or moves on any highway any vehicle equipped with lighting 
equipment described under ORS 816.040 to 816.290 that does not meet the 
standards required for the equipment under ORS 816.040 to 816.290.
 (b) Owns a vehicle or combination of vehicles and causes or knowingly permits 
the vehicle or combination of vehicles to be driven or moved on any highway 
when the vehicle or combination is equipped with lighting equipment described 
under ORS 816.040 to 816.290 that does not meet the standards required for the 
equipment under ORS 816.040 to 816.290.
 (2) The application of this section is subject to the exemptions from this section 
established under ORS 816.310.
 (3) The offense described in this section, operation with nonstandard lighting 
equipment, is a Class C traffic violation. [1983 c.338 §457; 1985 c.393 §12]

 816.310 Exemptions from lighting equipment requirements. This section 
establishes exemptions from ORS 816.040 to 816.300. The exemptions under this 
section are in addition to any exemptions under ORS 801.026. The exemptions 
established under this section are partial or complete as described in the following:
 (1) ORS 816.040 to 816.300 shall not be construed to prohibit the use of 
additional parts and accessories on any vehicle not inconsistent with the provisions 
of those sections.
 (2) Lighting equipment used on vehicles of special interest that are registered 
under ORS 805.020 shall be deemed in compliance with ORS 816.040 to 816.300 
if the equipment is original manufacturer’s equipment and accessories, or their 
equivalent and if the equipment is maintained in safe operating condition.
 (3) ORS 816.040 to 816.300 do not apply to equipment on any of the following:
 (a) Road machinery.
 (b) Road rollers.
 (c) Farm tractors.
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 (d) Antique vehicles that are maintained as a collector’s item and used for 
exhibitions, parades, club activities and similar uses, but not used primarily for the 
transportation of persons or property.
 (e) Motorized wheelchairs when used as permitted under ORS 811.440.
 (4) On any combination of vehicles, only the lighting equipment on the rearmost 
vehicle in the combination of vehicles need be visible from distances specified 
under ORS 816.040 to 816.290 for lighting equipment on the rear of vehicles.
 (5) Lighting equipment on bicycles shall meet the requirements established for 
such equipment under ORS 815.280.
 (6) Vehicle lighting equipment requirements for ambulances and emergency 
vehicles are established in ORS 820.350.
 (7) Lighting equipment on electric personal assistive mobility devices shall meet 
the requirements established in ORS 815.284. [1983 c.338 §459; 1985 c.16 §241; 
1991 c.417 §6; 2003 c.341 §18; 2015 c.138 §36]

REQUIRED LIGHTS

 816.320 Lighting equipment required for motor vehicles. This section 
establishes requirements for ORS 816.330. Where specific types of lighting 
equipment are mentioned by this section, those types are types described under 
ORS 816.040 to 816.290. Except where an exemption under ORS 816.340 
specifically provides otherwise, a vehicle that does not comply with this section is in 
violation of ORS 816.330:
 (1) A motor vehicle shall be equipped with all of the following in addition to any 
other requirements under this section:
 (a) Headlights. Motor vehicles other than motorcycles or mopeds shall be 
equipped with at least two. Motorcycles or mopeds shall be equipped with at least 
one.
 (b) Taillights. Motor vehicles other than motorcycles shall be equipped with two 
taillights. Motorcycles are only required to be equipped with one taillight.
 (c) Registration plate light.
 (d) Brake lights. Motor vehicles other than motorcycles and mopeds shall be 
equipped with at least two brake lights. Motorcycles and mopeds are only required 
to be equipped with one brake light.
 (e) Turn signal lights.
 (f) Rear reflectors.
 (2) All trailers shall be equipped with all of the following in addition to any other 
requirements under this section:
 (a) Taillights. Trailers are required to be equipped with two taillights.
 (b) Registration plate lights.
 (c) Two brake lights.
 (d) Turn signal lights.
 (e) Two rear reflectors.
 (3) The motor vehicles described in this subsection shall be equipped with 
forward and rearward side reflectors on each side of the vehicle and forward 
and rearward side marker lights on each side of the vehicle in addition to any 
requirements under subsection (1) of this section. This subsection applies to the 
following vehicles:
 (a) School buses.
 (b) Worker transport buses.
 (c) Vehicles used in transportation of persons for hire by a nonprofit entity.
 (d) A bus being operated for transporting children to and from religious services 
or an activity or function authorized by the religious organization.
 (e) Commercial buses.
 (f) Motor trucks with a registration weight in excess of 8,000 pounds.
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 (4) In addition to any other requirements under this section, any motor truck with 
a registration weight in excess of 8,000 pounds, commercial bus or trailer that is 
80 inches or more in overall width and less than 30 feet in overall length shall be 
equipped with the following:
 (a) Two front and two rear clearance lights.
 (b) Front and rear identification lights.
 (5) In addition to any other requirements under this section, any motor truck with 
a registration weight of more than 8,000 pounds, commercial bus or trailer that is 
more than 30 feet in overall length, regardless of its width shall be equipped with 
the following:
 (a) Two front and two rear clearance lights.
 (b) Front and rear identification lights.
 (c) Intermediate side marker lights and intermediate side reflectors on each side 
of the vehicle.
 (6) Every motor vehicle that has multiple-beam lighting equipment shall be 
equipped with a high beam indicator.
 (7) Tow vehicles shall be equipped with tow vehicle warning lights. [1983 c.338 
§461; 1985 c.71 §5; 1989 c.402 §11; 1989 c.992 §22; 2015 c.283 §8]

 816.330 Operation without required lighting equipment; penalty. (1) A 
person commits the offense of operation without required lighting equipment if the 
person does any of the following:
 (a) Drives or moves on any highway any vehicle that is not equipped with 
lighting equipment that is required for the vehicle under ORS 816.320.
 (b) Owns a vehicle or combination of vehicles and causes or knowingly permits 
the vehicle or combination of vehicles to be driven or moved on any highway when 
the vehicle or combination is not equipped with lighting equipment that is required 
for the vehicle under ORS 816.320.
 (2) The application of this section is subject to the exemptions from this section 
established under ORS 816.340.
 (3) The offense described in this section, operation without required lighting 
equipment, is a Class C traffic violation. [1983 c.338 §460; 1985 c.393 §14]

 816.340 Exemptions from required equipment. This section establishes 
exemptions from ORS 816.320 and 816.330. The exemptions established under 
this section are in addition to any exemptions under ORS 801.026. The exemptions 
under this section are partial or complete as described in the following:
 (1) ORS 816.320 and 816.330 shall not be construed to prohibit the use of 
additional parts and accessories on any vehicle consistent with the provisions of 
those sections.
 (2) Vehicles of special interest that are registered under ORS 805.020 shall be 
deemed in compliance with ORS 816.320 and 816.330 if:
 (a) The vehicles are equipped with original manufacturer’s equipment and 
accessories, or their equivalent, and if the equipment is maintained in safe 
operating condition; or
 (b) The vehicles are street rods that conform to ORS 815.107.
 (3) ORS 816.320 and 816.330 do not apply to any of the following vehicles:
 (a) Road machinery.
 (b) Road rollers.
 (c) Farm tractors, implements of husbandry and farm trailers.
 (d) Antique vehicles that are maintained as a collector’s item and used for 
exhibitions, parades, club activities and similar uses, but not used primarily for the 
transportation of persons or property.
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 (4) Motorcycles manufactured before 1973 are not required to be equipped with 
turn signals if the motorcycle is not driven during limited visibility conditions under 
ORS 811.405 and 811.515.
 (5) Truck tractors are not required to be equipped with rear reflectors.
 (6) Pole trailers are not required to be equipped with side reflectors, side marker 
lights, clearance lights or identification lights.
 (7) Motor vehicles registered in this state on or before January 1, 1940, are not 
required to be equipped with a high-beam indicator.
 (8) Bicycles shall be equipped with lighting equipment as required under ORS 
815.280.
 (9) Requirements for warning lights on ambulances are provided under ORS 
820.350 and 820.360.
 (10) Electric personal assistive mobility devices shall be equipped with lighting 
equipment as required under ORS 815.284. [1983 c.338 §462; 1985 c.16 §242; 
1989 c.402 §12; 1997 c.402 §17; 2003 c.158 §30; 2003 c.341 §19; 2015 c.138 §37]

PROHIBITED LIGHTS

 816.350 Prohibitions on number and kind of lights for certain vehicles. 
This section establishes requirements for ORS 816.360. When specific types of 
lighting equipment are mentioned by this section, those types are types described 
under ORS 816.040 to 816.290. Except as allowed under this section or where an 
exemption under ORS 816.370 specifically provides otherwise, a vehicle that does 
not comply with this section is in violation of ORS 816.360:
 (1)(a) A motorcycle may not be equipped with more than three headlights.
 (b) A moped may not be equipped with more than two headlights.
 (2) Except when blue or purple inserts are allowed under ORS 816.080, 816.100 
or 816.120, no vehicle may have any lighting equipment mounted on the rear 
that displays or reflects any color other than red except for the following lighting 
equipment:
 (a) Turn signal lights.
 (b) Rear mounted lighting systems.
 (c) Registration plate lights.
 (d) Back-up lights.
 (3) Except as otherwise allowed under this section, only the following types of 
vehicles may be equipped with public vehicle warning lights:
 (a) A vehicle operated by the state, or any county, city, district or other political 
subdivision of the state, and used for the construction, improvement, repair, 
maintenance, operation or patrol of any public highway.
 (b) Vehicles operated by a public utility or telecommunications utility involved in 
maintenance, repair or construction of their facilities along public rights of way.
 (4) Vehicles operated by a police officer and used for law enforcement may be 
equipped with any type of police lights, but only these vehicles may be equipped 
with blue lights.
 (5) Except as otherwise allowed under this section, only a vehicle operated by a 
weighmaster or motor carrier enforcement officer proceeding under the authority of 
ORS 810.530 may be equipped with weighmaster warning lights.
 (6) Except as otherwise allowed under this section, only tow vehicles may be 
equipped with tow vehicle warning lights.
 (7) Except as otherwise allowed under this section, only a motor vehicle escort 
accompanying a motor vehicle carrying or towing a load of a size or description 
not permitted under ORS 815.160, 815.170, 818.020, 818.060, 818.090, 818.110, 
818.160 and 818.300 may be equipped with a pilot vehicle warning light.
 (8) Except as otherwise allowed under this section, only the following vehicles 
may be equipped with bus safety lights:
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 (a) School buses.
 (b) Worker transport buses.
 (c) Vehicles issued a permit under ORS 818.260.
 (9) No vehicle except a vehicle used in active service transporting United States 
Mail may be equipped with mail delivery lights.
 (10) Except as otherwise allowed under this section, fire company warning lights 
may only be used on the following vehicles:
 (a) An emergency vehicle.
 (b) A vehicle authorized under a permit issued under ORS 818.250.
 (c) Funeral lead vehicles and funeral escort vehicles used to escort funeral 
processions.
 (11) Except as otherwise allowed under this section, no vehicle or equipment 
may display or carry any lighting equipment or device with a red light visible from 
directly in front of the vehicle or equipment.
 (12) Except as otherwise allowed under this section, all flashing lights are 
prohibited on all motor vehicles on any street or highway except for turn signals, 
hazard lights and headlight flashing systems described in ORS 816.050.
 (13) No motor vehicle other than an emergency vehicle may be equipped with 
more than one spotlight.
 (14) No motor vehicle may be equipped with more than two cowl or fender lights.
 (15) A vehicle at the scene of an actual or potential release of hazardous 
materials may be equipped with warning lights as described in ORS 816.280 (1)(d).
 (16) A vehicle being used by medical examiners to reach the scene of an 
accident or of a death investigation may be equipped with warning lights as 
described in ORS 816.280 (1)(e).
 (17) A vehicle may be equipped with covers on any of the following lights if the 
covers are removed when the lights are required to be in operation:
 (a) Headlights under ORS 816.050.
 (b) Taillights under ORS 816.080.
 (c) Brake lights under ORS 816.100.
 (d) Turn signals under ORS 816.120.
 (e) Reflectors under ORS 816.180.
 (18) A commercial vehicle, as defined in ORS 801.210 (2), may be equipped with 
commercial vehicle warning lights. [1983 c.338 §464; 1985 c.16 §243; 1985 c.71 §6; 
1987 c.447 §140; 1989 c.402 §13; 1991 c.482 §17; 1991 c.769 §2; 1993 c.741 §105; 
1997 c.492 §4; 1999 c.497 §3; 2003 c.118 §1; 2003 c.158 §31; 2003 c.245 §4]

 816.360 Use of prohibited lighting equipment; penalty. (1) A person commits 
the offense of use of prohibited lighting equipment if the person does any of the 
following:
 (a) Drives or moves on any highway any vehicle that is equipped with lighting 
equipment that the vehicle is not allowed under ORS 816.350.
 (b) Owns a vehicle or combination of vehicles and causes or knowingly permits 
the vehicle or combination of vehicles to be driven or moved on any highway when 
the vehicle or combination is equipped with lights that the vehicle or combination is 
not allowed under ORS 816.350.
 (2) The application of this section is subject to the exemptions from this section 
established under ORS 816.370.
 (3) The offense described in this section, use of prohibited lighting equipment, is 
a Class C traffic violation. [1983 c.338 §463; 1985 c.393 §15]

 816.370 Exemptions from lighting equipment prohibitions. This section 
establishes exemptions from ORS 816.350 and 816.360. The exemptions 
established under this section are in addition to any exemptions under ORS 
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801.026. The exemptions under this section are partial or complete as described in 
the following:
 (1) ORS 816.350 and 816.360 shall not be construed to prohibit the use of 
additional parts and accessories on any vehicle not inconsistent with the provisions 
of those sections.
 (2) Lighting equipment used on vehicles of special interest that are registered 
under ORS 805.020 shall be deemed in compliance with ORS 816.350 and 
816.360 if the equipment is original manufacturer’s equipment and accessories, or 
their equivalent and if the equipment is maintained in safe operating condition.
 (3) ORS 816.350 and 816.360 do not apply to equipment on any of the following:
 (a) Road machinery.
 (b) Road rollers.
 (c) Farm tractors.
 (d) Antique vehicles that are maintained as a collector’s item and used for 
exhibitions, parades, club activities and similar uses, but not used primarily for the 
transportation of persons or property.
 (4) Ambulances and emergency vehicles are subject to the provisions under 
ORS 820.350 and 820.360. [1983 c.338 §465; 2015 c.138 §38]

_______________
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Chapter 818

2021 EDITION

Vehicle Limits

WEIGHT
818.010 Maximum allowable weight
818.012 Wheel load on certain vehicles; rules
818.020 Violating maximum weight limits; civil liability; penalties
818.030 Exemptions from weight limitations
818.040 Violation of posted weight limits; civil liability; penalty
818.050 Exemptions from posted weight limits

WEIGHT AND SIZE
818.060 Violation of administratively imposed weight or size limits; civil liability; 

penalties
818.070 Exemptions from administratively imposed weight or size limitations

SIZE
818.080 Maximum size limits
818.090 Violation of maximum size limits; civil liability; penalties
818.100 Exemptions from size limitations
818.105 Request for unrestricted access to specified highway for overlength 

combination; mandated responses to request

VEHICLE COMBINATIONS
818.110 Exceeding maximum number of vehicles in combination; civil liability; 

penalty
818.120 Exemptions from limits on number of vehicles in combinations

POSTED USE LIMITS
818.130 Violation of posted limits on use; civil liability; penalty
818.140 Exemptions from posted use limits

TOWING SAFETY
818.150 Safety requirements for towing
818.160 Violating towing safety requirements; civil liability; penalty
818.170 Exemptions from towing safety requirements

PERMITS
818.200 Authority to issue variance permits; effect of permit; violation of permit
818.205 Continuous operation variance permit; standards; relationship to permit 

issued under ORS 818.200; fee
818.210 Limits on authority to issue variance permit
818.220 Requirements, conditions and procedures for issuance of variance permit; 

duration; cancellation; rules
818.225 Road use assessment fee for single-trip nondivisible load permittee; rules
818.230 Sifting or leaking load permit; duration; fee
818.235 Permit for wide load of hay bales
818.240 Dragging permit; fee
818.250 Permit for fire company warning lights
818.260 Permit for use of bus safety lights on certain buses; rules; fee
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818.270 Fees for permits

PERMIT OFFENSES
818.300 Operating with sifting or leaking load; civil liability; penalty
818.310 Exemptions from prohibition on sifting and leaking load
818.320 Dragging objects on highway; civil liability; penalty
818.330 Exemptions from prohibition on dragging objects on highway
818.340 Operating in violation of variance permit; exception; civil liability; penalties
818.350 Failure to carry and display variance permit; penalty

ENFORCEMENT
818.400 Failure to comply with commercial vehicle enforcement requirements; 

penalty
818.410 Civil liability for certain violations
818.420 Penalties for certain violations
818.430 Penalties for violation of weight requirements
818.440 Penalty for procuring, aiding or abetting violation of this chapter
818.450 Civil penalty for violations of chapter
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WEIGHT

 818.010 Maximum allowable weight. This section establishes maximum 
weight limitations for purposes of ORS 818.020. Except as provided in subsections 
(4) and (5) of this section or where an exemption under ORS 818.030 specifically 
provides otherwise, a loaded weight that exceeds the maximum allowable weight as 
determined by any of the following tables exceeds the maximum weight limitations 
for purposes of ORS 818.020:
 (1) A vehicle exceeds the maximum allowable weight if the loaded weight of an 
axle or tandem axle is in excess of that determined by the formula in the following 
table:

____________________________________
Table I

 The manufacturer’s side wall tire rating (but not to exceed 600 pounds) × the 
sum of the tire widths, in inches, of the wheels of the axle or tandem axles = 
maximum allowable weight.

____________________________________
For purposes of the table in this subsection tire width is determined by measuring 
the cross section of the tread of a wheel, the outer face of a track or the runner of a 
sled except for the following:
 (a) For solid tires made of elastic material, tire width is determined by measuring 
the cross section between the flanges of the circumference of a wheel at the 
base of the tire as customarily measured and rated by the manufacturers of motor 
vehicles and tires.
 (b) For pneumatic tires made of elastic material, tire width is the diameter of the 
cross section of the tire as customarily measured and rated by the manufacturers of 
motor vehicles and tires.
 (2) A vehicle or combination of vehicles exceeds the maximum allowable 
weight if the loaded weight measured at any of the places designated on the 
following table exceeds the maximum allowable weight established on the table for 
measurement at that place:

____________________________________
Table II

 Place for measurement  Maximum allowable
 of weight       weight in pounds
  Any individual wheel  10,000
  Any axle  20,000
  Any tandem axles  34,000

____________________________________
 (3) A vehicle, group of axles or combination of vehicles exceeds the maximum 
allowable weight if the loaded weight is in excess of maximum allowable weight as 
determined by the method in the following table that produces the lower allowable 
maximum weight:

____________________________________
Table III

(Maximum allowable weight determined by whichever of 
the following methods produces lower weight:)

Method A
The sum of permissible axle, tandem axles or group of axles weights as 

determined under Table I or II of this section is the maximum allowable weight.
OR

Method B
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Distance in 
feet between 
first and last 
axle

Maximum allowable weight in pounds for 
number of axles in group of axles:

2
Axles

3
Axles

4
Axles

5
Axles

6
Axles

7 or
More 
Axles

4.................... 34,000
5.................... 34,000
6.................... 34,000
7.................... 34,000
8 and less..... 34,000 34,000
More than 8.. 38,000 42,000
9.................... 39,000 42,500
10.................. 40,000 43,500
11................... 40,000 44,000
12.................. 40,000 45,000 50,000
13.................. 40,000 45,500 50,500
14.................. 40,000 46,500 51,500
15.................. 40,000 47,000 52,000
16.................. 40,000 48,000 52,500 58,000
17.................. 40,000 48,500 53,500 58,500
18.................. 40,000 49,500 54,000 59,000
19.................. 40,000 50,000 54,500 60,000
20.................. 40,000 51,000 55,500 60,500 66,000
21.................. 40,000 51,500 56,000 61,000 66,500
22.................. 40,000 52,500 56,500 61,500 67,000
23.................. 40,000 53,000 57,500 62,500 68,000
24.................. 40,000 54,000 58,000 63,000 68,500 74,000
25.................. 40,000 54,500 58,500 63,500 69,000 74,500
26.................. 40,000 55,500 59,500 64,000 69,500 75,000
27.................. 40,000 56,000 60,000 65,000 70,000 75,500
28.................. 40,000 57,000 60,500 65,500 71,000 76,500
29.................. 40,000 57,500 61,500 66,000 71,500 77,000
30.................. 40,000 58,500 62,000 66,500 72,000 77,500
31.................. 40,000 59,000 62,500 67,500 72,500 78,000
32.................. 40,000 60,000 63,500 68,000 73,000 78,500
33.................. 40,000 60,000 64,000 68,500 74,000 79,000
34.................. 40,000 60,000 64,500 69,000 74,500 80,000
35.................. 40,000 60,000 65,500 70,000 75,000 80,000
36.................. 40,000 60,000 66,000 70,500 75,500 80,000
37.................. 40,000 60,000 66,500 66,500 71,000 80,000
38.................. 40,000 60,000 67,500 71,500 77,000 80,000
39.................. 40,000 60,000 68,000 72,500 77,500 80,000
40.................. 40,000 60,000 68,500 73,000 78,000 80,000
41.................. 40,000 60,000 69,500 73,500 78,500 80,000
42.................. 40,000 60,000 70,000 74,000 79,000 80,000
43.................. 40,000 60,000 70,500 75,000 80,000 80,000
44.................. 40,000 60,000 71,500 75,500 80,000 80,000
45.................. 40,000 60,000 72,000 76,000 80,000 80,000
46.................. 40,000 60,000 72,500 76,500 80,000 80,000
47.................. 40,000 60,000 73,500 77,500 80,000 80,000
48.................. 40,000 60,000 74,000 78,000 80,000 80,000
49.................. 40,000 60,000 74,500 78,500 80,000 80,000
50.................. 40,000 60,000 75,500 79,000 80,000 80,000
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51.................. 40,000 60,000 76,000 80,000 80,000 80,000
52.................. 40,000 60,000 76,500 80,000 80,000 80,000
53.................. 40,000 60,000 77,500 80,000 80,000 80,000
54.................. 40,000 60,000 78,000 80,000 80,000 80,000
55.................. 40,000 60,000 78,500 80,000 80,000 80,000
56.................. 40,000 60,000 79,500 80,000 80,000 80,000
57 or over...... 40,000 60,000 80,000 80,000 80,000 80,000

_____________________________________
For the purpose of the table in this subsection, the distance between axles shall be 
measured to the nearest foot. When a fractional measurement is exactly one-half 
foot the next larger whole number shall be used.
 (4) Notwithstanding any other provision of this section, a vehicle with farm 
vehicle registration issued under ORS 805.300 or with out-of-state farm vehicle 
registration exceeds the maximum allowable weight if the loaded weight of the 
vehicle or combination of vehicles exceeds the amount shown in the following table:

_____________________________________
Distance in 
feet between 
first and last 
axle in group
of axles

Maximum allowable weight in pounds for 
number of axles in group of axles:

2
Axles

3
Axles

4
Axles

5
Axles

6
Axles

7 or
More 
Axles

4.................... 37,800
5.................... 37,800
6.................... 37,800
7.................... 37,800 
8.................... 37,800 34,000
9.................... 37,800 42,000
10.................. 37,800 43,500
11 ................. 44,000
12 ................. 45,000 50,000
13 ................. 56,470 56,470 56,470
14 ................. 57,940 57,940 57,940
15 ................. 59,400 59,400 59,400
16 ................. 60,610 60,610 60,610
17 ................. 61,820 61,820 61,820
18 ................. 63,140 63,140 63,140
19 ................. 64,530 64,530 64,530
20 ................. 65,450 65,450 65,450
21 ................. 66,000 66,000 66,330
22 ................. 66,000 66,000 67,250
23 ................. 66,000 66,000 67,880
24 ................. 66,000 66,000 68,510
25 ................. 66,000 66,000 69,150
26 ................. 66,000 66,000 69,770
27 ................. 66,000 66,000 70,400
28 ................. 66,000 66,000 70,950
29 ................. 66,000 66,000 71,500
30 ................. 72,050
31 ................. 72,600
32 ................. 73,150
33 ................. 73,700
34 ................. 74,250
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35 ................. 74,800
36 ................. 75,350
37 ................. 75,900
38 ................. 76,450
39 ................. 77,000
40 ................. 77,550
41 ................. 78,100
42 ................. 78,650
43 and over... 80,000

_____________________________________
Weights authorized under this subsection are authorized only if the vehicle 
is transporting field-loaded agricultural products in Malheur County. Weights 
authorized under this subsection are not authorized for vehicles traveling on 
Interstate 84 or U.S. Highway 95. A vehicle otherwise described in this subsection 
that is operating at a weight not listed in this subsection must comply with 
subsection (1) of this section.
 (5) Notwithstanding any other provision of this section, the maximum wheel 
load for the front axle of the power unit on a vehicle used for curbside solid waste 
or recycling collection that has tires that are at least 12-1/2 inches wide shall be the 
load limit established by the tire manufacturer, as molded on at least one sidewall 
of the tire, up to a maximum of 10,000 pounds, as long as the tire is approved by 
the Department of Transportation pursuant to ORS 818.012. [1983 c.338 §508; 
1985 c.16 §264; 1985 c.172 §6a; 1987 c.66 §1; 1995 c.489 §1; 1999 c.725 §1; 2001 
c.335 §1; 2001 c.665 §1]

 818.012 Wheel load on certain vehicles; rules. The Department of 
Transportation may adopt rules approving tires for the use described in ORS 
818.010 (5). In adopting the rules, the department shall consider the potential 
damage to highways caused by use of the tires and may reject a tire that otherwise 
meets the criteria of ORS 818.010 (5) if the department finds that the use of the tire 
would cause excessive damage to highways. [2001 c.665 §3]

 818.020 Violating maximum weight limits; civil liability; penalties. (1) A 
person commits the offense of violating maximum weight limits if the person does 
any of the following:
 (a) Drives or moves on a highway any vehicle or combination of vehicles that 
exceed the weight limits established under ORS 818.010.
 (b) Owns a vehicle or combination of vehicles and causes or permits the vehicle 
or combination of vehicles to be driven or moved on a highway when the vehicle or 
combination of vehicles exceeds the weight limits established under ORS 818.010. 
Operation of any vehicle or combination of vehicles in violation of this section 
is prima facie evidence that the owner of the vehicle or combination caused or 
permitted the vehicle or combination to be so operated and the owner shall be 
liable for any penalties imposed under subsection (4) of this section as a result of 
the operation.
 (2) The application of this section is subject to the exemptions from this section 
established under ORS 818.030.
 (3) Violation of the offense described in this section is subject to civil liability 
under ORS 818.410.
 (4) The offense described in this section, violating maximum weight limits, is:
 (a) A Class A traffic violation if, at the time of the offense, an enforcement officer 
determines the vehicle was eligible for a variance permit under ORS 818.200; and
 (b) In circumstances not described in paragraph (a) of this subsection, 
punishable by penalties established in Schedule I of the schedules of penalties 
under ORS 818.430. [1983 c.338 §507; 2007 c.380 §1]
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 818.030 Exemptions from weight limitations. This section establishes 
exemptions from the maximum weight limitations under ORS 818.010 and 818.020. 
The exemptions under this section are in addition to any exemptions under ORS 
801.026. Operation in accordance with one of the exemptions described is not 
subject to the penalties in ORS 818.020. Exemptions are partial or complete as 
described in the following:
 (1) The maximum weight limitations do not apply on any way, thoroughfare 
or place owned by a district formed under ORS chapters 545, 547 and 551 or a 
corporation formed under ORS chapter 554.
 (2) The maximum weight limitations do not apply on any road or thoroughfare 
or property in private ownership or any road or thoroughfare, other than a state 
highway or county road, used pursuant to any agreement with any agency of the 
United States or with a licensee of such agency, or both.
 (3) The maximum weight limitations do not apply to any vehicle, combination 
of vehicles, article, machine or other equipment while being used by the federal 
government, the State of Oregon or any county or incorporated city in the 
construction, maintenance or repair of public highways and at the immediate 
location or site of such construction, maintenance or repair.
 (4) The maximum weight limitations do not apply to vehicles while being used on 
the roads of a road authority by mass transit districts for the purposes authorized 
under ORS 267.010 to 267.394, provided the weight of the vehicles is approved by 
the road authority for the roads.
 (5) Subject to the maximum weight limitations under Tables I and III of ORS 
818.010, any vehicle with a single rear axle specially equipped with a self-
compactor and used exclusively for garbage or refuse operations may have a 
loaded weight upon a single axle of not more than 22,000 pounds when laden with 
garbage or refuse. When unladen or when operating on any highway that is part of 
the federal interstate highway system such vehicles shall comply with the weight 
limitations under Table II of ORS 818.010.
 (6) Weight limitations are not applicable in any place and to the extent the weight 
limitations are modified by a road authority under ORS 810.060. The exemption 
under this subsection is subject to the limitations imposed by the road authority 
exercising the powers granted under ORS 810.060.
 (7) Operations authorized to exceed weight limitations by a variance permit 
issued under ORS 818.200 are subject to the terms of the permit. It shall be 
a defense to any charge of violation of ORS 818.020 if the person so charged 
produces a variance permit issued under ORS 818.200 authorizing the operation 
of the vehicle or combination of vehicles issued prior to and valid at the time of the 
offense.
 (8)(a) Notwithstanding Table III of ORS 818.010, two consecutive sets of 
tandem axles may have a loaded weight of 34,000 pounds each when operating on 
interstate highways with a permit and on other highways without a permit, providing 
the distance between the first and last axles of the two sets of tandem axles is at 
least 30 feet but less than 36 feet.
 (b) Notwithstanding Table III of ORS 818.010, two consecutive sets of tandem 
axles may have a loaded weight of 34,000 pounds each when operating on any 
highway if the overall distance between the first and the last axles of the sets of 
tandem axles is 36 feet or more.
 (9) Notwithstanding Table III of ORS 818.010, a group of four axles consisting 
of a set of tandem axles and two axles spaced nine feet or more apart may have 
a loaded weight of more than 65,500 pounds and up to 70,000 pounds when 
operating on interstate highways with a permit and on other highways without a 
permit, providing the distance between the first and last axles of the group is 35 
feet or more.
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 (10) The maximum weight limitations do not apply to a vehicle equipped with a 
fully functional idle reduction system designed to reduce fuel use and emissions 
from engine idling. The vehicle may exceed the weight limitations established under 
ORS 818.010 by not more than 550 pounds.
 (11) The maximum weight limitations do not apply to a vehicle that uses natural 
gas as its fuel source or a vehicle powered primarily by means of an electric battery. 
The vehicle may exceed the weight limitations established under ORS 818.010 by 
not more than 2,000 pounds. [1983 c.338 §509; 1985 c.172 §7; 1989 c.723 §19; 
1995 c.489 §2; 2007 c.92 §1; 2017 c.156 §1; 2019 c.331 §1]

 818.040 Violation of posted weight limits; civil liability; penalty. (1) A person 
commits the offense of violation of posted weight limits if the person does any of the 
following:
 (a) Drives or moves on a highway any vehicle or combination of vehicles 
that exceed any weight limits imposed on the highway or portion of highway and 
indicated by appropriate signs giving notice of the limits.
 (b) Owns a vehicle or combination of vehicles and causes or permits the vehicle 
or combination of vehicles to be driven or moved on a highway when the vehicle 
or combination exceeds any weight limits imposed on the highway or portion of 
highway and indicated by appropriate signs giving notice of the limits. Operation 
of any vehicle or combination of vehicles in violation of this section is prima facie 
evidence that the owner of the vehicle or combination caused or permitted the 
vehicle or combination to be so operated and the owner shall be liable for any 
penalties imposed under subsection (5) of this section as a result of the operation.
 (2) The authority to establish and change weight limits for purposes of the 
prohibitions and penalties under this section is under ORS 810.030.
 (3) The application of this section is subject to the exemptions from this section 
established under ORS 818.050.
 (4) Violation of the offense described in this section is subject to civil liability 
under ORS 818.410.
 (5) The offense described in this section, violation of posted weight limits, is 
punishable as provided under Schedule III of the penalties under ORS 818.430. 
The penalties under this subsection are in addition to any suspension of driving 
privileges under ORS 809.120 or any suspension of vehicle registration under ORS 
809.120. [1983 c.338 §510]

 818.050 Exemptions from posted weight limits. This section establishes 
exemptions from the posted weight limits under ORS 818.040. The exemptions 
under this section are in addition to any exemptions under ORS 801.026. Operation 
in accordance with one of the exemptions described is not subject to ORS 818.040. 
Exemptions are partial or complete as described in the following:
 (1) Posted weight limits do not apply on any way, thoroughfare or place owned 
by a district formed under ORS chapters 545, 547, 551 or a corporation formed 
under ORS chapter 554.
 (2) Posted weight limits do not apply on any road or thoroughfare or property in 
private ownership or any road or thoroughfare, other than a state highway or county 
road, used pursuant to any agreement with any agency of the United States or with 
a licensee of such agency or both.
 (3) Posted weight limits do not apply to any vehicle, combination of vehicles, 
article, machine or other equipment while being used by the federal government, 
the State of Oregon or any county or incorporated city in the construction, 
maintenance or repair of public highways and at the immediate location or site of 
such construction, maintenance or repair.
 (4) Posted weight limits do not apply to vehicles while being used on the roads 
of a road authority by mass transit districts for the purposes authorized under ORS 
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267.010 to 267.394, provided the weight of the vehicles is approved by the road 
authority for that road.
 (5) Operations authorized to exceed weight limits by a variance permit issued 
under ORS 818.200 are subject to the terms of the permit. It shall be a defense 
to any charge of violation of ORS 818.040 if the person so charged produces a 
variance permit issued under ORS 818.200 authorizing the operation of the vehicle 
or combination of vehicles issued prior to and valid at the time of the offense. [1983 
c.338 §511]

WEIGHT AND SIZE

 818.060 Violation of administratively imposed weight or size limits; civil 
liability; penalties. (1) A person commits the offense of violation of administratively 
imposed weight or size limits if the person does any of the following:
 (a) Drives or moves on a highway any vehicle or combination of vehicles that 
exceeds weight or size limits imposed under ORS 810.050 or 810.060.
 (b) Owns a vehicle or combination of vehicles and causes or permits the vehicle 
or combination of vehicles to be driven or moved on a highway when the vehicle or 
combination of vehicles exceeds weight or size limits imposed under ORS 810.050 
or 810.060. Operation of any vehicle or combination of vehicles in violation of this 
section is prima facie evidence that the owner of the vehicle or combination caused 
or permitted the vehicle or combination to be so operated and the owner shall be 
liable for any penalties imposed under subsection (4) of this section as a result of 
the operation.
 (2) The application of this section is subject to the exemptions from this section 
established under ORS 818.070.
 (3) Violation of the offense described in this section is subject to civil liability 
under ORS 818.410.
 (4) The offense described in this section, violation of administratively imposed 
weight or size limits, is subject to penalty as follows:
 (a) Violation of any size limit is subject to penalty under the schedule of 
penalties in ORS 818.420.
 (b) Violation of any weight limit is subject to penalty under Schedule I of the 
penalties in ORS 818.430. [1983 c.338 §512; 1987 c.158 §172]

 818.070 Exemptions from administratively imposed weight or size 
limitations. This section establishes exemptions from ORS 818.060. The 
exemptions under this section are in addition to any exemptions under ORS 
801.026. Exempt, partially or completely as described, are the following:
 (1) Any vehicle on any way, thoroughfare or place owned by a district formed 
under ORS chapters 545, 547 and 551 or a corporation formed under ORS chapter 
554.
 (2) A vehicle on any road or thoroughfare or property in private ownership or 
any road or thoroughfare, other than a state highway or county road, used pursuant 
to any agreement with any agency of the United States or with a licensee of such 
agency, or both.
 (3) Any vehicle, combination of vehicles, article, machine or other equipment 
while being used by the federal government, the State of Oregon or any county or 
incorporated city in the construction, maintenance or repair of public highways and 
at the immediate location or site of such construction, maintenance or repair.
 (4) Vehicles while being used on the roads of a road authority by a mass transit 
district for the purposes authorized under ORS 267.010 to 267.394, provided the 
weight or size is approved by the road authority for its roads.
 (5) Operations authorized to exceed weight or size limitations by a variance 
permit issued under ORS 818.200 are subject to the terms of the permit. It shall 
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be a defense to any charge of violation of ORS 818.060 if the person so charged 
produces a variance permit issued under ORS 818.200 that authorized the 
operation and that was issued prior to and valid at the time of the offense. [1983 
c.338 §513]

SIZE

 818.080 Maximum size limits. This section establishes maximum size limits 
for purposes of ORS 818.090. Except where an exemption under ORS 818.100 
specifically provides otherwise, any vehicle or load thereon that exceeds a 
maximum allowable size as determined by any of the following tables exceeds the 
maximum size limits for purposes of ORS 818.090:
 (1) A vehicle or combination of vehicles, as appropriate, exceeds the maximum 
allowable size if a dimension of the vehicle, combination of vehicles or load thereon 
is beyond an applicable maximum size allowable on the following table:

_____________________________________
TABLE I

Dimension limited: Limited applicable to: Maximum 
allowable 
size, in feet, 
for dimension 
limited:

(1) Total outside width...... Any vehicle ............................................ 8 1/2
(2) Height including load... Any vehicle ................................................ 14
(3) Length ........................ Any vehicle operating singly....................... 40

Vehicle in combination of 
vehicles ..................................................... 40
Combination of vehicles, 
including load ............................................ 60
Combination of vehicles that 
includes a stinger-steered 
pole trailer .............................. ................... 65

(4) Length of load on 
vehicle........................ Any vehicle operating singly 

or as a unit in a combination 
of vehicles............................... ...................40

_____________________________________
The maximum limit on height under the table in this subsection does not relieve the 
owner or driver of any vehicle or combination of vehicles from the exercise of due 
care in determining that sufficient vertical clearance is provided upon the highways 
and streets where the vehicle or combination of vehicles is being operated.
 (2) A vehicle or combination of vehicles, as appropriate, exceeds the maximum 
allowable size if a portion of the vehicle, combination of vehicles or load thereon is 
subject to a limitation under the following table and that portion extends farther than 
the maximum limit of allowable extension beyond a designated point as determined 
by the following table:

______________________________________
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TABLE II
Dimension point: Limited applicable to: Maximum allowable 

size, in feet, for 
dimension limited:

(1) Line of left fenders 
of vehicle................. Load on any passenger 

vehicle...........................No allowable extension 
beyond designate point

(2) Line of right fenders 
of vehicle................. Load on any passenger 

vehicle........................... ....................... 6 inches
(3) Front of vehicle........ Load on any vehicle 

or combination of 
vehicles......................................................4 feet

(4) Last axle of vehicle 
operating singly....... Any portion of vehicle 

or any load thereon.......Three-fourths the 
length of the wheelbase 
of the vehicle

(5) Last axle of 
combination of 
vehicles................... Any portion of 

combination of vehicles 
or any load thereon.......One-third of the length 

of the wheelbase of 
the combination of 
vehicles.

_____________________________________
[1983 c.338 §515; 1985 c.16 §265; 1995 c.488 §2; 2001 c.574 §3]
 818.090 Violation of maximum size limits; civil liability; penalties. (1) A 
person commits the offense of violation of maximum size limits if the
person does any of the following:
 (a) Drives or moves on a highway any vehicle or combination of vehicles
that exceeds the size limits established under ORS 818.080.
 (b) Owns a vehicle or combination of vehicles and causes or permits the 
vehicle or combination of vehicles to be driven or moved on a highway when the 
vehicle or combination of vehicles exceeds the size limits established under ORS 
818.080. Operation of any vehicle or combination of vehicles in violation of this 
section is prima facie evidence that the owner of the vehicle or combination caused 
or permitted the vehicle or combination to be so operated and the owner shall be 
liable for any penalties imposed under subsection (4) of this section as a result of 
the operation.
 (2) The application of this section is subject to the exemptions from this section 
established under ORS 818.100.
 (3) Violation of the offense described in this section is subject to civil liability 
under ORS 818.410.
 (4) The offense described in this section, violation of maximum size limits, is 
punishable according to the schedule of penalties established in ORS 818.420. 
[1983 c.338 §514]

 818.100 Exemptions from size limitations. This section establishes 
exemptions from the maximum size limitations under ORS 818.080 and 818.090. 
The exemptions under this section are in addition to any exemptions under ORS 
801.026. Operation in accordance with one of the exemptions described is not 
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subject to ORS 818.090. Exemptions are partial or complete as described in the 
following:
 (1) The maximum size limits do not apply on any way, thoroughfare or place 
owned by a district formed under ORS chapters 545, 547, 551 or a corporation 
formed under ORS chapter 554.
 (2) The maximum size limits do not apply on any road or thoroughfare or 
property in private ownership or any road or thoroughfare, other than a state 
highway or county road, used pursuant to any agreement with any agency of the 
United States or with a licensee of such agency or both.
 (3) The maximum size limits do not apply to any vehicle, combination of 
vehicles, article, machine or other equipment while being used by the federal 
government, the State of Oregon or any county or incorporated city in the 
construction, maintenance or repair of public highways and at the immediate 
location or site of such construction, maintenance or repair.
 (4) The maximum size limits do not apply to vehicles while being used on the 
roads of a road authority by mass transit districts for the purposes authorized under 
ORS 267.010 to 267.394, provided the size of the vehicles is approved by the road 
authority for the roads.
 (5) Size limits are not applicable in any place and to the extent size limits 
are modified by a road authority under ORS 810.060. The exemption under this 
subsection is subject to the limitations imposed by the road authority exercising the 
powers granted under ORS 810.060.
 (6) Operations authorized to exceed size limits by a variance permit issued 
under ORS 818.200 are subject to the terms of the permit. It shall be a defense 
to any charge of violation of ORS 818.090 if the person so charged produces a 
variance permit issued under ORS 818.200 authorizing the operation of the vehicle 
or combination of vehicles issued prior to and valid at the time of the offense.
 (7) Pneumatic tires made of elastic material, flexible mud flaps, flexible fenders, 
safety accessories such as clearance lights, rub rails and binder chains, and 
appurtenances such as door handles, door hinges and turning signal brackets may 
exceed the maximum allowable width described in Table I of ORS 818.080 by a 
distance not greater than two inches on each side of the vehicle.
 (8) Rearview mirrors may exceed the maximum allowable width described in 
Table I of ORS 818.080.
 (9) Notwithstanding the maximum allowable length of vehicles and loads on 
vehicles under Table I of ORS 818.080, public utilities, telecommunications utilities, 
people’s utilities districts, municipalities and electric cooperatives, or common 
or contract carriers when acting as an agent for or on direct orders of a public 
utility, telecommunications utility, people’s utility district, municipality or electric 
cooperative, for the purpose of transporting and hauling poles, piling or structures 
used or to be used in connection with their operations, may use and operate 
upon any highway of this state any combination of vehicles having an overall 
length, including load, that does not exceed 80 feet, except that the overall length 
may exceed 80 feet if an emergency exists. For purposes of this subsection, an 
unplanned disruption in the services provided by a public utility, telecommunications 
utility, people’s utility district, municipality or electric cooperative occurring 
outside the normal business hours of the road authority or authorized private 
contractor from which the public utility, telecommunications utility, people’s utility 
district, municipality or electric cooperative would acquire a variance permit is an 
emergency.
 (10) The load on a semitrailer may exceed the maximum length established 
under ORS 818.080 providing the load does not:
 (a) Extend beyond the rear of the semitrailer by more than five feet;
 (b) Extend forward of the rear of the cab of the towing vehicle; or
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 (c) Exceed an overall length permitted by a rule, resolution or ordinance adopted 
under ORS 810.060.
 (11) The load upon a truck tractor and pole trailer may exceed the maximum 
length established under ORS 818.080 if the overall length does not exceed that 
authorized by a rule, resolution or ordinance adopted under ORS 810.060.
 (12) None of the size limits described under ORS 818.080 except the maximum 
limit of allowable extension beyond the last axle of a combination of vehicles 
under Table II apply to implements of husbandry hauled, towed or moved upon 
any highway not a part of the Federal Interstate Highway System if the movement 
is incidental to a farming operation and the owner of the implement of husbandry 
is engaged in farming or if the owner is hired by or under contract to a farmer to 
perform agricultural activities.
 (13) The rear overhang of a combination of vehicles described in this subsection 
may extend more than one-third but not more than one-half the length of the 
wheelbase of the combination of vehicles. This subsection is applicable to any 
combination of vehicles consisting of a motor vehicle towing any of the following:
 (a) A travel trailer.
 (b) Any trailer designed to carry a single nonmotorized aircraft.
 (14) The rear overhang of a combination consisting of a motor vehicle towing 
a manufactured structure may exceed one-third, but may not exceed one-half, the 
length of the wheelbase of the combined vehicle and structure.
 (15) A recreational vehicle may exceed the maximum width established under 
ORS 818.080 if the excess width is attributable to an appurtenance that does not 
extend beyond the body of the vehicle by more than four inches, or if a passenger-
side awning, by more than six inches. As used in this subsection, “appurtenance” 
means an appendage that is installed by a factory or a vehicle dealer and is 
intended as an integral part of the recreational vehicle. “Appurtenance” does not 
include an item temporarily affixed or attached to the exterior of a vehicle for the 
purpose of transporting the item from one location to another. “Appurtenance” does 
not include an item that obstructs the driver’s rearward vision.
 (16)(a) A recreational vehicle may exceed the maximum length established 
under ORS 818.080 if the vehicle is not more than 45 feet long.
 (b) A combination that includes a recreational vehicle that is not more than 45 
feet long, when operating on Group 1 or Group 2 highways as designated by the 
Department of Transportation, may exceed the maximum length for vehicles in a 
combination established under ORS 818.080 if the combination is not more than 65 
feet long.
 (17) A motor vehicle transporter may exceed the maximum lengths established 
in ORS 818.080 for a single vehicle, a vehicle in a combination of vehicles and a 
load if the length of the single vehicle, vehicle in a combination or load does not 
exceed 45 feet.
 (18) A motor vehicle transporter towing another vehicle, when operating on a 
Group 1 or Group 2 highway as designated by the department, may exceed the 
maximum length established in ORS 818.080 for a combination of vehicles if the 
overall length does not exceed 65 feet.
 (19) A school bus or school activity vehicle may exceed the maximum length 
established under ORS 818.080 if the vehicle is not more than 45 feet long. [1983 
c.338 §516; 1985 c.16 §266; 1985 c.172 §8; 1987 c.447 §141; 1989 c.662 §1; 1991 
c.754 §1; 1993 c.416 §2; 1993 c.662 §1; 1993 c.696 §9; 1995 c.79 §376; 1995 c.140 
§1; 1995 c.488 §3; 1997 c.405 §1; 1999 c.496 §1; 2001 c.172 §4; 2001 c.335 §2a; 
2003 c.655 §121; 2009 c.31 §1; 2013 c.483 §1; 2017 c.265 §1]

 818.105 Request for unrestricted access to specified highway for 
overlength combination; mandated responses to request. (1) Any person who 
transports property, or causes property to be transported, by motor vehicle may 
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request that a road authority, other than a city, authorize unrestricted access by 
truck tractor and semitrailer combinations in lengths in excess of that authorized 
under ORS 818.080 on a specific highway within the jurisdiction of the road 
authority.
 (2) Within 60 days following receipt of a request, the road authority shall do one 
of the following:
 (a) Grant the request and adopt a rule, resolution or ordinance as provided in 
ORS 810.060.
 (b) Complete an evaluation of the request to determine whether the highway can 
safely accommodate the proposed operation. The evaluation shall consist of a test 
run as described in subsection (3) of this section and an examination of information 
about the highway as described in subsection (4) of this section.
 (c) Produce a previous evaluation and determination that applies to the 
proposed operation.
 (3) The following apply to a test run undertaken as part of an evaluation under 
subsection (2)(b) of this section:
 (a) The party requesting the change in access shall provide a truck tractor 
and semitrailer combination for the test run. The combination must be equal to 
or greater in length than the truck tractor and semitrailer combinations for which 
access is requested.
 (b) The road authority shall issue a single trip variance permit for the test run.
 (c) During the test run, road authority staff shall precede and follow the test run 
combination to observe vehicle operability and to gather data to be used by the 
road authority to determine:
 (A) Whether the test run combination maintained its lane of travel; and
 (B) Whether the test run combination maintained appropriate speed, or there 
was adequate sight distance for trailing vehicles to pass the combination, or there 
was enough room for the combination to pull off the roadway to allow trailing 
vehicles to pass.
 (4) In conducting an evaluation under subsection (2)(b) of this section, the road 
authority shall examine the following information about the highway:
 (a) Average daily traffic flow;
 (b) Accident rate;
 (c) Pavement and shoulder conditions; and
 (d) Any information the road authority has regarding proposed improvements or 
any peculiarities associated with the highway.
 (5) All information gathered under subsections (3) and (4) of this section shall 
be analyzed by the road authority to determine whether the highway can safely 
accommodate the requested truck tractor and semitrailer length.
 (6) The road authority shall give written notification to the person requesting 
access to the highway of the results of any evaluation done under subsection (2)(b) 
or (9) of this section.
 (7) When an evaluation under subsection (2)(b) of this section results in a 
determination that the highway can safely accommodate the requested truck tractor 
and semitrailer length only if conditions are imposed on the operation, the road 
authority may require that any truck tractor and semitrailer combination of that 
length operate under a variance permit issued under ORS 818.200 that states the 
conditions of operation.
 (8) When an evaluation under subsection (2)(b) of this section results in a 
determination that the highway cannot safely accommodate the requested truck 
tractor and semitrailer length, the requesting person may ask for further evaluation.
 (9) When a person requests further evaluation under subsection (8) of this 
section, the road authority shall conduct a detailed investigation of the proposed 
operation that may include:
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 (a) A more detailed analysis of average daily traffic flow, including traffic peak 
hours and volumes;
 (b) Analysis of roadway and shoulder width;
 (c) Review of test run data, including any photographs or videotape;
 (d) Truck volume compared to total traffic volume;
 (e) Overlength truck volume compared to total traffic volume;
 (f) Stopping sight distance for legal speed;
 (g) Cost of spot improvements and facility improvements;
 (h) Accident history for the highway or similar highways; and
 (i) Potential risk of collisions between two trucks or a truck and an automobile.
 (10) When an evaluation under subsection (9) of this section results in a 
determination that the highway can safely accommodate the requested truck tractor 
and semitrailer length only if conditions are imposed on the operation, the road 
authority may require that any truck tractor and semitrailer combination of that 
length operate under a variance permit issued under ORS 818.200 that states the 
conditions of operation.
 (11) When an evaluation under subsection (9) of this section results in a 
determination that the highway cannot safely accommodate the requested truck 
tractor and semitrailer length, no further evaluation may be conducted unless 
improvements are made to the highway and a subsequent request is made. [2003 
c.185 §2]
 Note: 818.105 was added to and made a part of the Oregon Vehicle Code by 
legislative action but was not added to ORS chapter 818 or any series therein. See 
Preface to Oregon Revised Statutes for further explanation.

VEHICLE COMBINATIONS

 818.110 Exceeding maximum number of vehicles in combination; civil 
liability; penalty. (1) A person commits the offense of exceeding the maximum 
number of vehicles in combination if the person does any of the following:
 (a) Drives or moves on a highway any combination of vehicles that consists of 
more than two vehicles.
 (b) Owns any vehicle and causes or permits the vehicle to be driven or moved 
on a highway when the vehicle is in a combination of vehicles that consists of more 
than two vehicles. Operation of any combination of vehicles in violation of this 
section is prima facie evidence that the owner of the vehicles in the combination 
caused or permitted the combination to be so operated and the owner shall be 
liable for any penalties imposed under subsection (4) of this section as a result of 
the operation.
 (2) The application of this section is subject to the exemptions from this section 
established under ORS 818.120.
 (3) Violation of the offense described in this section is subject to civil liability 
under ORS 818.410.
 (4) The offense described in this section, exceeding maximum number of 
vehicles in combination, is a Class D traffic violation. [1983 c.338 §517; 1985 c.393 
§28; 1995 c.383 §93]

 818.120 Exemptions from limits on number of vehicles in combinations. 
This section establishes exemptions from ORS 818.110. The exemptions under 
this section are in addition to any exemptions under ORS 801.026. Operation in 
accordance with one of the exemptions described is not subject to ORS 818.110. 
Exemptions are partial or complete as described in the following:
 (1) The limit on the number of vehicles that may be operated in combination 
does not apply on any way, thoroughfare or place owned by a district formed under 
ORS chapters 545, 547, 551 or a corporation formed under ORS chapter 554.
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 (2) The limit on the number of vehicles that may be operated in combination 
does not apply on any road or thoroughfare or property in private ownership or any 
road or thoroughfare, other than a state highway or county road, used pursuant 
to any agreement with any agency of the United States or with a licensee of such 
agency or both.
 (3) The limit on the number of vehicles that may be operated in combination 
does not apply to any vehicles, combination of vehicles, articles, machines or other 
equipment while being used by the federal government, the State of Oregon or 
any county or incorporated city in the construction, maintenance or repair of public 
highways and at the immediate location or site of such construction, maintenance 
or repair.
 (4) The limit on the number of vehicles that may be operated in combination 
does not apply to any vehicles while being used on the roads of a road authority 
by mass transit districts for purposes authorized under ORS 267.010 to 267.394, 
provided the use of the vehicles is approved by the road authority for its roads.
 (5) Operations authorized to exceed the limit on the number of vehicles that may 
be operated in combination by a variance permit issued under ORS 818.200 are 
subject to the terms of the permit. It shall be a defense to any charge of violation 
of ORS 818.110 if the person so charged produces a variance permit issued under 
ORS 818.200 authorizing the operation of the combination of vehicles issued prior 
to and valid at the time of the offense.
 (6) In drive-away operations, three vehicles may be coupled together by a 
double saddle-mount method or by a single saddle-mount and tow bar method or 
four vehicles by a triple saddle-mount method.
 (7) A combination of three implements of husbandry or two implements of 
husbandry hauled or towed by another vehicle may be operated on a highway 
without violation of the limits under ORS 818.110.
 (8) A truck tractor and semitrailer drawing one trailer or a truck tractor and 
semitrailer drawing one additional semitrailer mounted on a dolly equipped with a 
fifth wheel hitch may be operated on a highway without violation of the limits under 
ORS 818.110.
 (9) A truck tractor and semitrailer drawing a balance trailer with a length not in 
excess of 15 feet and a loaded weight not in excess of 8,000 pounds or drawing 
a dolly may be operated on a highway without violation of the limits under ORS 
818.110. [1983 c.338 §518; 1985 c.16 §267; 1993 c.277 §1; 2007 c.456 §1]

POSTED USE LIMITS

 818.130 Violation of posted limits on use; civil liability; penalty. (1) A person 
commits the offense of violation of posted limits on use of a road if the person does 
any of the following:
 (a) Drives or moves on a highway any vehicle or combination of vehicles that 
exceeds any use limits, other than weight limits, imposed on the highway or portion 
of highway and indicated by appropriate signs giving notice of the limits.
 (b) Owns a vehicle or combination of vehicles and causes or permits the vehicle 
or combination of vehicles to be driven or moved on a highway when the vehicle 
or combination exceeds any use limits, other than weight limits, imposed on the 
highway or portion of highway and indicated by appropriate signs giving notice of 
the limits. Operation of any vehicle or combination of vehicles in violation of this 
section is prima facie evidence that the owner of the vehicle or combination caused 
or permitted the vehicle or combination to be so operated and the owner shall be 
liable for any penalties imposed under subsection (5) of this section as a result of 
the operation.
 (2) The authority to establish and change use limits for purposes of the 
prohibitions and penalties under this section is under ORS 810.030.
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 (3) The application of this section is subject to the exemptions from this section 
established under ORS 818.140.
 (4) Violation of the offense described in this section is subject to civil liability 
under ORS 818.410.
 (5) The offense described in this section, violation of posted limits of use of a 
road, is a Class D traffic violation. [1983 c.338 §519; 1985 c.16 §268; 1985 c.393 
§29; 1995 c.383 §94]

 818.140 Exemptions from posted use limits. This section establishes 
exemptions from ORS 818.130. The exemptions under this section are in addition 
to any under ORS 801.026. Operation in accordance with one of the exemptions 
described is not subject to ORS 818.130. Exemptions are partial or complete as 
described in the following:
 (1) Posted use limits do not apply on any way, thoroughfare or place owned by 
a district formed under ORS chapters 545, 547, 551 or a corporation formed under 
ORS chapter 554.
 (2) Posted use limits do not apply on any road or thoroughfare or property in 
private ownership or any road or thoroughfare, other than a state highway or county 
road, used pursuant to any agreement with any agency of the United States or with 
a licensee of such agency or both.
 (3) Posted use limits do not apply to any vehicle, combination of vehicles, article, 
machine or other equipment while being used by the federal government, the State 
of Oregon or any county or incorporated city in the construction, maintenance or 
repair of public highways and at the immediate location or site of such construction, 
maintenance or repair.
 (4) Posted use limits do not apply to vehicles while being used on the roads 
of a road authority by mass transit districts for the purposes authorized under 
ORS 267.010 to 267.394, provided the use of the vehicles is approved by the road 
authority for that road.
 (5) Operations authorized by a variance permit issued under ORS 818.200 are 
subject to the terms of the permit. It shall be a defense to any charge of violation 
of ORS 818.130 if the person so charged produces a variance permit issued under 
ORS 818.200 authorizing the operation of the vehicle or combination of vehicles 
issued prior to and valid at the time of the offense. [1983 c.338 §520]

TOWING SAFETY

 818.150 Safety requirements for towing. This section establishes safety 
requirements for towing for purposes of ORS 818.160. Except where an exemption 
under ORS 818.170 specifically provides otherwise, the safety requirements for 
towing are violated for purposes of ORS 818.160 if any of the following are violated:
 (1) If one vehicle is towing another, the tow bar, coupling device and other 
connections must be of sufficient strength to hold the weight of the towed vehicle 
upon any grade of highway where operated.
 (2) If one vehicle is towing another, the connections of the tow bar, coupling 
device and other connections must be properly mounted without excessive slack 
but with sufficient play to allow for universal action of the connections and provided 
with a suitable locking means to prevent accidental separation of the towed and 
towing vehicles.
 (3) If any vehicle is towing another vehicle and the connection between the 
vehicle is a chain, rope, cable or any flexible material, a red flag or cloth not less 
than 12 inches square must be displayed upon the connection.
 (4) Any vehicle being towed must not whip or swerve from side to side 
dangerously or unreasonably or fail to follow substantially in the path of the towing 
vehicle.
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 (5) Any towed vehicle in a combination of vehicles must be equipped with one or 
more safety chains or cables that meet all of the following requirements:
 (a) The chains or cables must be so connected to the towed and towing vehicle 
and to the tow bar as to prevent the tow bar from dropping to the ground in the 
event the tow bar or coupling device fails.
 (b) The chains or cables must have a tensile strength equivalent to the loaded 
weight of the towed vehicle and a means of attachment to the towed and towing 
vehicle of sufficient strength to control the towed vehicle in event the tow bar or 
coupling device fails.
 (c) The chains or cables must be attached with no more slack than is necessary 
to permit proper turning.
 (6) Any coupling device on any towing vehicle used as a connection for the tow 
bar on any towed vehicle having a loaded weight in excess of 5,000 pounds shall 
be firmly attached to the frame or to a solid connection to the frame and not only to 
the bumper of the towing vehicle.
 (7) Vehicle connecting devices for any vehicle with a loaded weight of not more 
than 10,000 pounds must be constructed or equipped as required under minimum 
standards adopted by the Department of Transportation for purposes of this 
subsection. Standards adopted for purposes of this subsection shall conform to the 
current standards of the Society of Automotive Engineers or other widely accepted 
standards that are applicable. [1983 c.338 §522; 1985 c.16 §269; 1985 c.20 §1]

 818.160 Violating towing safety requirements; civil liability; penalty. (1) A 
person commits the offense of violating towing safety requirements if the person 
does any of the following:
 (a) Drives or moves on a highway any vehicle or combination of vehicles that 
are in violation of the safety requirements for towing vehicles established under 
ORS 818.150.
 (b) Owns a vehicle or combination of vehicles and causes or permits the vehicle 
or combination of vehicles to be driven or moved on a highway when the vehicle 
or combination of vehicles is in violation of the safety requirements for towing 
vehicles established under ORS 818.150. Operation of any vehicle or combination 
of vehicles in violation of this section is prima facie evidence that the owner of the 
vehicle or combination caused or permitted the vehicle or combination to be so 
operated and the owner shall be liable for any penalties imposed under subsection 
(4) of this section as a result of the operation.
 (2) The application of this section is subject to the exemptions from this section 
established under ORS 818.170.
 (3) Violation of the offense described in this section is subject to civil liability 
under ORS 818.410.
 (4) The offense described in this section, violation of towing safety requirements, 
is a Class B traffic violation. [1983 c.338 §521; 1985 c.393 §30]

 818.170 Exemptions from towing safety requirements. This section 
establishes exemptions from the towing safety requirements under ORS 818.150 
and 818.160. Exemptions under this section are in addition to any under ORS 
801.026. Operation in accordance with one of the exemptions described is not 
subject to ORS 818.160. Exemptions are partial or complete as described in the 
following:
 (1) The requirements for mounting and slack of towing connections under ORS 
818.150 (2) do not apply where the towed vehicle is temporarily disabled.
 (2) The requirements for safety chains or cables under ORS 818.150 (5) do not 
apply to the following:
 (a) A temporarily disabled vehicle that is being towed by another vehicle.
 (b) A dolly without a tow bar.
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 (c) A semitrailer coupled to a towing vehicle with a fifth wheel hitch or any ball 
and socket type assembly that is positioned above and forward of the rear axle of 
the towing vehicle. To qualify for the exemption under this subsection, the assembly 
must be designed so that the upper and lower halves of the assembly may not be 
separated without being manually released.
 (d) A booster axle bolted or pinned to another vehicle that redistributes weight 
from one or more axles and pivots from side to side at the connection point or has 
wheels that steer during turning.
 (3) Operations exempt from the towing safety requirements by a variance 
permit issued under ORS 818.200 are subject to the terms of the permit. It shall 
be a defense to any charge of violation of ORS 818.160 if the person so charged 
produces a variance permit issued under ORS 818.200 authorizing the operation 
of the vehicle or combination of vehicles issued prior to and valid at the time of the 
offense.
 (4) The towing safety requirements do not apply on any way, thoroughfare 
or place owned by a district formed under ORS chapters 545, 547, 551 or a 
corporation formed under ORS chapter 554.
 (5) The towing safety requirements do not apply on any road or thoroughfare 
or property in private ownership or any road or thoroughfare, other than a state 
highway or county road, used pursuant to any agreement with any agency of the 
United States or with a licensee of such agency or both. [1983 c.338 §523; 1999 
c.361 §2]

PERMITS

 818.200 Authority to issue variance permits; effect of permit; violation of 
permit. (1) A road authority, or a private contractor authorized by a road authority 
to do so, may issue a variance permit if it determines the public interests will 
be served. A variance permit issued under this section may allow any vehicle, 
combination of vehicles, load article, property, machine or thing to move over any 
highway or street under the jurisdiction of the road authority without violation of any 
of the following:
 (a) Maximum weight limits under ORS 818.020.
 (b) Posted weight limits under ORS 818.040.
 (c) Administratively imposed weight or size limits under ORS 818.060.
 (d) Maximum size limits under ORS 818.090.
 (e) Maximum number of vehicles in combination under ORS 818.110.
 (f) Posted limits on use of road under ORS 818.130.
 (g) Towing safety requirements under ORS 818.160.
 (h) Use of devices without wheels under ORS 815.155.
 (i) Use of metal objects on tires under ORS 815.160.
 (j) Operation without pneumatic tires under ORS 815.170.
 (k) Misuse of a special left turn lane under ORS 811.346.
 (L) Improper use of the center lane on three-lane road under ORS 811.380.
 (m) Operation of a motor vehicle on a bicycle trail under ORS 811.435.
 (n) Failure to drive within a lane under ORS 811.370.
 (2) The fee for issuance of a variance permit under this section is the fee 
established under ORS 818.270. No fee shall be charged for issuance of a permit 
to the federal government, agencies of the State of Oregon, cities or counties.
 (3) A permit issued under this section is subject to all of the provisions under 
ORS 818.220 and to any limits under ORS 818.210.
 (4) Prohibitions and penalties relating to the use of the permit are provided 
under ORS 818.340 and 818.350.
 (5) Violation of the conditions of the permit is subject to civil penalties as 
provided under ORS 818.410. [1983 c.338 §535; 1995 c.123 §1; 2010 c.30 §11]
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 818.205 Continuous operation variance permit; standards; relationship to 
permit issued under ORS 818.200; fee. (1) The Department of Transportation, 
in consultation with other road authorities, shall develop and implement a system 
of issuing continuous operation variance permits. The system shall allow a person 
to obtain one permit that is valid for every road authority in whose jurisdiction the 
person will travel.
 (2) The department, in consultation with other road authorities, shall develop 
standards for terms and conditions of continuous operation variance permits. The 
standards shall be applicable throughout the state and shall honor size and weight 
restrictions established by any road authority for highways and structures under its 
jurisdiction.
 (3) If requested to do so by another road authority, the department shall contract 
with that road authority to allow the authority to distribute permits described in this 
section. The department may contract with private contractors to distribute permits 
described in this section.
 (4) Notwithstanding any other provision of law, a road authority other than the 
department may not issue a continuous operation variance permit for its roads 
unless the road authority participates in the system developed under subsection (1) 
of this section.
 (5) For purposes of provisions of Oregon Revised Statutes referring to permits 
issued under ORS 818.200, a permit issued under this section shall be considered 
a permit issued under ORS 818.200, unless to so consider the permit contradicts a 
specific provision of this section.
 (6) The fee for a permit issued under this section that is valid for travel in 
more than one road authority jurisdiction shall be an amount determined by the 
department by rule, not to exceed $8, plus an additional amount to be determined 
by the department by rule, not to exceed $8, for each jurisdiction in which travel is 
authorized by the permit. [1999 c.772 §2]

 818.210 Limits on authority to issue variance permit. Except as provided 
under ORS 818.220, a road authority shall not issue a variance permit under ORS 
818.200 for any vehicle or load that can readily or reasonably be dismantled or 
disassembled. The limit under this section does not apply to the following:
 (1) Combinations of vehicles consisting of not more than a motor truck with a 
registration weight of more than 8,000 pounds and two self-supporting trailers or 
a truck tractor and semitrailer drawing two self-supporting trailers or semitrailers 
mounted on dollies equipped with fifth wheels having an overall length not in excess 
of 105 feet. The self-supporting trailers or semitrailers must be reasonably uniform 
in length.
 (2) Vehicles or combinations of vehicles having a length in excess of that 
permitted under ORS 818.060 or 818.090.
 (3) Any self-loading log truck. In the granting of permits to vehicles described in 
this subsection, a granting authority shall observe and be governed by the following 
maximum loaded weights:
 (a) The loaded weight of any individual wheel, axle or tandem axles of any 
vehicle or combination of vehicles shall not exceed the maximum loaded wheel, 
axle and tandem axle weights set forth in Tables I and II of ORS 818.010.
 (b) The loaded weight of any group of axles of any vehicle or combination of 
vehicles, when the distance between the first and last axles of any group of axles 
is 18 feet or less, and the loaded weight of any vehicle when the distance between 
the first and last axles of all of the axles of the vehicle is 18 feet or less, shall not 
exceed that set forth in the following table of weights, or the sum of the permissible 
axle or tandem axle weights, whichever is less:

_____________________________________
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Distance in feet between first 
and last axle of any vehicle 
or combination of vehicles, or 
between the first and last axle 
of all the axles of any vehicle:

Maximum loaded weight, in 
pounds, of any group of axles 
of any vehicle or combination 
of vehicles, or of any vehicle.

6 34,000
7 34,000
8 34,000
9 39,000
10 40,000
11 40,000
12 40,000
13 40,000
14 43,200
15 44,000
16 44,800
17 45,600
18 50,000

_____________________________________
 (c) The loaded weight of any vehicle or combination of vehicles, where the 
distance between the first and last axles of the vehicle or combination of vehicles is 
more than 18 feet, shall not exceed that set forth in the following table of weights, or 
the sum of the permissible axle, tandem axle or group of axles weights, whichever 
is less:

_____________________________________
Distance in feet 
between first and 
last axle of all the 
axles of a vehicle 
or combination of 
vehicles:

Maximum loaded weight, in pounds, of any 
vehicle or combination of vehicles:

Wheel 
Base

Max 
Weight

5
Axles

6
Axles

7
Axles

8 or 
more
Axles

19 ......... 50,000
20 ......... 50,000
21 ......... 50,000
22 ......... 50,000
23 ......... 50,400
24 ......... 51,200
25 ......... 55,250
26 ......... 56,100
27 ......... 56,950
28 ......... 57,800
29 ......... 58,650
30 ......... 59,500
31 ......... 60,350
32 ......... 61,200
33 ......... 62,050
34 ......... 62,900
35 ......... 63,750
36 ......... 64,600
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37 ......... 65,450
38 ......... 66,300
39 ......... 68,000
40 ......... 70,000 73,000
41 ......... 72,000 73,500
42 ......... 73,280 74,500
43 ......... 73,280 75,000
44 ......... 73,280 75,500
45 ......... 73,280 76,000
46 ......... 73,280 77,000
47 ......... 73,280 77,500 81,000 81,000 81,000
48 ......... 73,280 78,000 82,000 82,000 82,000
49 ......... 73,280 78,500 83,000 83,000 83,000
50 ......... 73,280 79,500 84,000 84,000 84,000
51 ......... 73,280 80,000 84,500 85,000 85,000
52 ......... 73,600 80,500 85,000 86,000 86,000
53 ......... 74,400 81,000 86,000 87,000 87,000
54 ......... 75,200 81,500 86,500 88,000 91,000
55 ......... 76,000 82,500 87,000 89,000 92,000
56 ......... - 83,000 87,500 90,000 93,000
57 ......... - 83,500 88,000 91,000 94,000
58 ......... - 84,000 89,000 92,000 95,000
59 ......... - 85,000 89,500 93,000 96,000
60 ......... - 85,500 90,000 94,000 97,000
61 ......... - 86,000 90,500 95,000 98,000
62 ......... - 87,000 91,000 96,000 99,000
63 ......... - 87,500 92,000 97,000 100,000
64 ......... - 88,000 92,500 97,500 101,000
65 ......... - 88,500 93,000 98,000 102,000
66 ......... - 89,000 93,500 98,500 103,000
67 ......... - 90,000 94,000 99,000 104,000
68 ......... - 90,000 95,000 99,500 105,000
69 ......... - 90,000 95,500 100,000 105,500
70 ......... - 90,000 96,000 101,000 105,500
71 ......... - 90,000 96,500 101,500 105,500
72 ......... - 90,000 96,500 102,000 105,500
73 ......... - 90,000 96,500 102,500 105,500
74 ......... - 90,000 96,500 103,000 105,500
75 ......... - 90,000 96,500 104,000 105,500
76 ......... - 90,000 96,500 104,500 105,500
77 ......... - 90,000 96,500 105,000 105,500
78 ......... - 90,000 96,500 105,500 105,500

_____________________________________
 (4) Any vehicle, combination of vehicles, load, article, property, machine or thing 
that:
 (a) Is used in the construction, maintenance or repair of public highways; and
 (b) Is either not being used by the federal government, State of Oregon or any 
county or incorporated city or not being used at the immediate location or site.
 (5) Combinations of vehicles having a combined loaded weight in excess of that 
authorized under Table III of ORS 818.010.
 (6) A vehicle engaged in the transportation of secondary wood products, 
which may be issued a permit for an overlength load. As used in this subsection, 
“secondary wood products” means laminated wood products and wooden I-beams. 
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A vehicle engaged in the transportation of secondary wood products may also 
transport a divisible load of secondary wood products that otherwise exceeds 
allowable load length limits if:
 (a) The load contains a permitted, nondivisible secondary wood product that 
exceeds the length allowed in ORS 818.080 or 818.100;
 (b) The divisible load does not exceed the length allowed for the nondivisible 
wood product in the permit; and
 (c) Not more than 49 percent of each divisible load item, by length or weight, 
authorized by this subsection overhangs the vehicle transporting the load.
 (7) A vehicle engaged in the transportation of lumber, veneer or plywood, which 
may be issued a permit for an overwidth load if the width of the divisible load does 
not exceed nine feet.
 (8) A vehicle transporting an overheight marine container to or from a marine 
port facility.
 (9) A vehicle or combination of vehicles engaged in hauling grass seed straw, 
grass hay or cereal grain straw, which may be issued a permit to allow the load to 
be up to 14 feet 6 inches high. A permit issued under this subsection shall be valid 
for one year and shall specify the routes over which the overheight load may be 
hauled.
 (10) A vehicle or combination of vehicles that has a variance permit and that can 
carry items related to the already permitted load without increasing the size of the 
vehicle needed to carry the item requiring the variance permit.
 (11) A vehicle engaged in hauling poplar logs or the processing residual from the 
logs, which may be issued an annual overwidth permit for a vehicle and load with a 
combined width of not more than 12 feet. The annual permit shall allow movement 
of the vehicle only on Patterson Ferry Road and Frontage Road in Morrow County 
and only for a distance of 5,000 feet or less.
 (12) A vehicle or combination of vehicles engaged in hauling bagged grass seed 
or mint leaves in sacks, which may be issued a permit to allow the load to be up to 
nine feet six inches wide. A permit issued under this subsection shall be valid for 
one year and shall specify the routes over which the overwidth load may be hauled.
 (13) A combination of a truck tractor and two property-carrying units that 
exceeds the maximum length established under ORS 818.080 if:
 (a) The combined length of the two property-carrying units does not exceed 82 
feet 8 inches;
 (b) The combination is used only to transport sugar beets; and
 (c) The combination is operated on U.S. Highway 20, U.S. Highway 26, U.S. 
Highway 30 or State Highway 201 in the vicinity of or between the cities of Vale, 
Ontario and Nyssa. [1983 c.338 §536; 1985 c.16 §275; 1989 c.431 §1; 1991 c.261 
§1; 1991 c.880 §5; 1993 c.416 §1; 1995 c.488 §1; 1997 c.360 §1; 1997 c.466 §1; 
1999 c.59 §244; 1999 c.352 §1; 2001 c.335 §3; 2015 c.77 §1; 2019 c.490 §1]

 818.220 Requirements, conditions and procedures for issuance of variance 
permit; duration; cancellation; rules. This section establishes requirements, 
conditions and procedures for issuance of variance permits under ORS 818.200 as 
follows:
 (1) In issuing a permit, the road authority may:
 (a) Grant a permit that is valid for a single trip, a number of trips or continuous 
operation.
 (b) Establish seasonal or other time limitations on a permit.
 (c) Establish any additional terms, limits or conditions on a permit that are 
necessary or desirable for the protection of the highways and streets and the public 
interest.
 (d) Require the applicant to furnish public liability and property damage 
insurance in an amount fixed by the granting authority.
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 (e) Require the applicant to furnish indemnity insurance or an indemnity bond, 
in an amount fixed by the granting authority, to:
 (A) Indemnify the road authority for any damage to the highways or streets that 
may be caused under the permit; and
 (B) Indemnify the members, officers, employees and agents of the road authority 
from any claim that might arise out of the granting of the permit and the use of the 
highways under the permit.
 (f) Require a demonstration by the applicant to establish that operation under a 
permit would:
 (A) Stay on the right side of the center line of the traveled way at all times; and
 (B) Allow sufficient room in the opposing traffic lane for the safe movement of 
other vehicles.
 (2) A permit shall be in writing and shall specify:
 (a) All highways or streets over which the permit is valid.
 (b) Any vehicle, combination of vehicles, load, article, property, machine or thing 
allowed under the permit.
 (c) Maximum dimensions and maximum weights allowed under the permit.
 (3) A road authority may not issue a permit under this section:
 (a) That is valid for longer than one year.
 (b) Until any insurance or bond required under this section is filed with and 
accepted by the granting authority.
 (c) Until the granting authority has investigated any representations made in the 
application for the permit.
 (d) If the sole purpose of the permit is to specify highways on which a vehicle or 
combination of vehicles may not travel.
 (4) An application for a permit issued under this section shall be in writing and 
shall specify:
 (a) The vehicle, combination of vehicles, load, article, property, machine or thing 
for which the permit is requested;
 (b) The particular highways and streets for which the permit is sought; and
 (c) Whether the permit is sought for a single trip, number of trips or continuous 
operation.
 (5) This section does not authorize:
 (a) Except as specified in a permit, any vehicle, combination of vehicles, load, 
article, property, machine or thing for which the permit is issued to be operated or 
moved contrary to any provisions of the vehicle code.
 (b) Any movement or operation of a vehicle, combination of vehicles, load, 
article, property, machine or thing until a permit is issued.
 (6) The road authority may appoint any of its officers, employees or agents to 
be present at and during the movement. The presence of any person so appointed 
and any interference or suggestion made by that person shall not be considered 
supervision of the movement and shall not relieve the permit holder, or the permit 
holder’s insurers or sureties, from liability for any damage done by the movement. 
If, in the opinion of the person appointed to be present at and during the movement, 
any of the terms and conditions of the permit are not being complied with, that 
person may order the movement to be stopped.
 (7) Any permit may be canceled at any time by the road authority upon proof 
satisfactory to it that:
 (a) The permit holder has violated any of the terms of the permit;
 (b) The permit was obtained through misrepresentation in the application 
therefor; or
 (c) The public interest requires cancellation.
 (8) A road authority may establish a program for issuance of permits that is 
not subject to any requirements, conditions or procedures described under this 
section. A program established under this subsection shall be established by rule or 
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resolution, as appropriate. A program established under this subsection may include 
any of the following:
 (a) Provisions and requirements that differ from those otherwise required under 
this section.
 (b) Authority that is not subject to the limitations under ORS 818.210.
 (c) Any provisions or requirements the road authority determines may simplify or 
expedite the process of issuing permits.
 (d) Exclusions from the prohibitions and penalties under ORS 818.350 if the 
person or vehicle complies with the conditions of the permit and the program.
 (e) Applicability of the penalties provided under ORS 818.340, 818.350 and 
818.410 for violation of the program.
 (9) Notwithstanding any other provision of this section, if a road authority other 
than the state issues a variance permit for a divisible load with a combined weight 
of more than 80,000 pounds, the variance permit shall be a one-year permit that is 
valid for continuous operation.
 (10) The Department of Transportation may adopt rules to establish uniform 
requirements and consistent mitigation strategies that a road authority must apply 
as conditions for operation of a truck tractor and semitrailer combination under an 
overlength variance permit issued under ORS 818.200. [1983 c.338 §537; 1985 
c.16 §276; 1989 c.432 §1; 2003 c.185 §3]

 818.225 Road use assessment fee for single-trip nondivisible load 
permittee; rules. (1) As used in this section, “equivalent single-axle load” means 
the relationship between actual or requested weight and an 18,000 pound single-
axle load as determined by the American Association of State Highway and 
Transportation Officials Road Tests reported at the Proceedings Conference of 
1962.
 (2)(a) In addition to any fee for a single-trip nondivisible load permit, a person 
who is issued the permit or who operates a vehicle in a manner that requires the 
permit is liable for payment of a road use assessment fee computed on the basis of 
the following rates per equivalent single-axle load mile traveled:
 (A) For the period beginning on January 1, 2018, and ending on December 31, 
2019, eight and five-tenths cents.
 (B) For the period beginning on January 1, 2020, and ending on December 31, 
2021, nine and three-tenths cents.
 (C) For the period beginning on January 1, 2022, and ending on December 31, 
2023, ten and three-tenths cents.
 (b) If the road use assessment fee is not collected at the time of issuance of 
the permit, the department shall bill the permittee for the amount due. The account 
shall be considered delinquent if not paid within 60 days of billing.
 (c) The miles of travel authorized by a single-trip nondivisible load permit shall 
be exempt from taxation under ORS chapter 825.
 (3) The department may adopt rules:
 (a) To standardize the determination of equivalent single-axle load computation 
based on average highway conditions; and
 (b) To establish procedures for payment, collection and enforcement of the fees 
and assessments established by this chapter. [1989 c.992 §15; 1991 c.497 §12; 
1995 c.447 §4; 1995 c.733 §91; 2003 c.618 §3; 2009 c.865 §51; 2017 c.750 §51; 
2018 c.93 §26]

 Note: The amendments to 818.225 by section 52, chapter 750, Oregon Laws 
2017, become operative January 1, 2024, and apply to road use assessment fees 
imposed on or after January 1, 2024. See section 53, chapter 750, Oregon Laws 
2017, and section 139, chapter 750, Oregon Laws 2017, as amended by section 31, 
chapter 93, Oregon Laws 2018. The text that is operative on and after January 1, 
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2024, including amendments by section 27, chapter 93, Oregon Laws 2018, is set 
forth for the user’s convenience.

 818.225. (1) As used in this section, “equivalent single-axle load” means the 
relationship between actual or requested weight and an 18,000 pound single-
axle load as determined by the American Association of State Highway and 
Transportation Officials Road Tests reported at the Proceedings Conference of 
1962.
 (2)(a) In addition to any fee for a single-trip nondivisible load permit, a person 
who is issued the permit or who operates a vehicle in a manner that requires the 
permit is liable for payment of a road use assessment fee of ten and nine-tenths 
cents per equivalent single-axle load mile traveled.
 (b) If the road use assessment fee is not collected at the time of issuance of 
the permit, the department shall bill the permittee for the amount due. The account 
shall be considered delinquent if not paid within 60 days of billing.
 (c) The miles of travel authorized by a single-trip nondivisible load permit shall 
be exempt from taxation under ORS chapter 825.
 (3) The department may adopt rules:
 (a) To standardize the determination of equivalent single-axle load computation 
based on average highway conditions; and
 (b) To establish procedures for payment, collection and enforcement of the fees 
and assessments established by this chapter.

 818.230 Sifting or leaking load permit; duration; fee. A sifting or leaking 
load permit is a vehicle permit that is issued as evidence of a grant of authority to 
operate a vehicle loaded or constructed in a manner that, without the permit, would 
violate ORS 818.300. Each road authority shall grant permits for its own highways. 
Permits issued under this section shall comply with all of the following:
 (1) Permits shall be in writing.
 (2) Permits shall be issued only for the following:
 (a) Vehicles transporting food processing plant by-products to be used for 
livestock feed or fertilizer from which there is fluid leakage.
 (b) Vehicles transporting agricultural products from which there is fluid leakage, 
while the vehicles are en route from the place of harvest to a place where the 
products will be processed, stored or sold.
 (3) Permits shall be issued for a maximum period of one year.
 (4) Permits are revocable if the issuing road authority finds that the amount or 
character of the fluid leakage is such that it constitutes a danger to other vehicles.
 (5) The fee for issuance of a sifting or leaking load permit is as provided under 
ORS 818.270.
 (6) No fee shall be charged for issuance of a permit to the federal government, 
agencies of the State of Oregon, counties or cities. [1983 c.338 §538; 1985 c.179 
§1]

 818.235 Permit for wide load of hay bales. Notwithstanding ORS 818.210, 
a granting authority may issue a permit under ORS 818.200 for any vehicle 
or combination of vehicles engaged in the transportation of hay bales with a 
manufactured width of more than three feet, if the total width of load does not 
exceed 10 feet and the load is not wider than the part of the vehicle that carries 
the load. Vehicle width may be temporarily extended in order to qualify for a permit 
under this section. [1985 c.534 §5]

Note: 818.235 was enacted into law by the Legislative Assembly but was not added 
to or made a part of ORS chapter 818 or any series therein by legislative action. 
See Preface to Oregon Revised Statutes for further explanation.
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 818.240 Dragging permit; fee. A dragging permit is a vehicle permit that is 
issued as evidence of a grant of authority to drag something upon or over the 
surface of the highway without violation of ORS 818.320. Except as otherwise 
provided in this section, each road authority shall grant permits for its own 
highways. Permits issued under this section shall comply with all of the following:
 (1) Permits shall be in writing.
 (2) The Department of Transportation has the authority for issuance of permits 
on city streets over which a state highway is routed pursuant to ORS 373.010.
 (3) The fee for issuance of a dragging permit is as provided under ORS 818.270.
 (4) No fee shall be charged for issuance of a permit to the federal government, 
agencies of the State of Oregon, counties or cities. [1983 c.338 §539]

 818.250 Permit for fire company warning lights. The governing body of a 
rural fire protection district or of a municipal fire department may issue written 
authorization for the use of fire company warning lights on vehicles that are used 
while driving to a fire station or fire location in response to a fire alarm. Written 
authorization issued under this section shall comply with all of the following:
 (1) Written authorization may be issued only to authorize use of the warning 
lights on any vehicle, whether publicly or privately owned, if used by:
 (a) A fire chief, assistant fire chief or volunteer firefighter selected by the board of 
directors of a rural fire protection district organized under ORS chapter 478; or
 (b) Any person authorized to serve as fire chief, assistant fire chief or volunteer 
firefighter by the governing body of any municipal fire department.
 (2) Any lights authorized under this section must be and remain the property of 
the rural fire protection district or municipality involved. [1983 c.338 §540; 1985 c.16 
§277]

 818.260 Permit for use of bus safety lights on certain buses; rules; fee. 
(1) Upon receipt of a qualifying application and payment of any fee required, the 
Department of Transportation shall issue a permit that will allow the use of bus 
safety lights described in ORS 816.260 on any bus that is operated by a religious 
organization while the bus is being used to transport children to and from religious 
services or an activity or function authorized by the religious organization.
 (2) The department shall adopt rules necessary to carry out this section. The 
department:
 (a) May establish standards for application for a permit under this section.
 (b) May require a fee for issuance of a permit under this section as provided 
under ORS 818.270.
 (c) May provide for the revocation of a permit if the lights are used in 
circumstances not described in this section.
 (d) Shall adopt rules for operation of lights under a permit issued under this 
section. The standards adopted under this paragraph shall require the lights to be 
operated in a manner similarly to the manner for operation of the same lights on 
school buses.
 (e) Shall require, before issuance of a permit under this section, that the vehicle 
be equipped with both alternately flashing amber bus safety lights and alternately 
flashing red bus safety lights. [1983 c.338 §541]

 818.270 Fees for permits. (1) The fee for issuance of a variance permit under 
ORS 818.200 may be any amount determined by a road authority, not to exceed $8. 
If the variance permit is issued by a private contractor, the contractor may charge 
an additional fee not to exceed $5.
 (2) The fee for issuance of a sifting or leaking load permit under ORS 818.230 is 
$8.
 (3) The fee for issuance of a dragging permit under ORS 818.240 is $8.
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 (4) The fee for issuance of a permit under ORS 818.260 for the use of bus 
safety lights is a fee established by rule by the Department of Transportation. Any 
fee established for purposes of this subsection may not exceed the actual costs of 
issuing the permit. [1983 c.338 §542; 1985 c.16 §278; 1985 c.736 §5; 1989 c.992 
§13; 1995 c.123 §2; 1997 c.232 §1; 2017 c.750 §§54,55; 2018 c.93 §28]

PERMIT OFFENSES

 818.300 Operating with sifting or leaking load; civil liability; penalty. (1) A 
person commits the offense of operating with a sifting or leaking load if the person 
does any of the following:
 (a) Drives or moves on a highway any vehicle or combination of vehicles that is 
so constructed or loaded so as to allow its contents to drop, sift, leak or otherwise 
escape therefrom.
 (b) Owns a vehicle or combination of vehicles and causes or permits the vehicle 
or combination of vehicles to be driven or moved on a highway when the vehicle or 
combination of vehicles is so constructed or loaded so as to allow its contents to 
drop, sift, leak or otherwise escape therefrom.
 (2) The application of this section is subject to the exemptions from this section 
established under ORS 818.310.
 (3) Violation of the offense described in this section is subject to civil liability 
under ORS 818.410.
 (4) The offense described in this section, operating with a sifting or leaking load, 
is a Class B traffic violation. [1983 c.338 §524; 1985 c.393 §31]

 818.310 Exemptions from prohibition on sifting and leaking load. This 
section establishes exemptions from ORS 818.300. The exemptions under this 
section are in addition to any exemptions under ORS 801.026. Exemptions are 
partial or complete as described in the following:
 (1) ORS 818.300 does not apply on any way, thoroughfare or place owned by 
a district formed under ORS chapters 545, 547, 551 or a corporation formed under 
ORS chapter 554.
 (2) ORS 818.300 does not apply on any road or thoroughfare or property in 
private ownership or any road or thoroughfare, other than a state highway or county 
road, used pursuant to any agreement with any agency of the United States or with 
a licensee of such agency or both.
 (3) Operations authorized under the terms of a permit issued under ORS 
818.230 are subject to the terms of the permit. It is a defense to any charge of 
violation of ORS 818.300 if the person so charged produces a permit issued under 
ORS 818.230 authorizing the operation of the vehicle or combination of vehicles 
issued prior to and valid at the time of the offense. [1983 c.338 §525; 1985 c.16 
§270; 1987 c.158 §173]

 818.320 Dragging objects on highway; civil liability; penalty. (1) A person 
commits the offense of dragging objects on a highway if the person does any of the 
following:
 (a) Drives or moves on a highway any vehicle or combination of vehicles that 
is dragging upon or over the surface of the highway any logs, poles, piling or other 
thing.
 (b) Owns a vehicle or combination of vehicles and causes or permits the vehicle 
or combination of vehicles to be driven or moved on a highway while dragging upon 
or over the surface of the highway any logs, poles, piling or other thing. Operation 
of any vehicle or combination of vehicles in violation of this section is prima facie 
evidence that the owner of the vehicle or combination caused or permitted the 
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vehicle or combination to be so operated and the owner shall be liable for any 
penalties imposed under subsection (4) of this section as a result of the operation.
 (2) The application of this section is subject to the exemptions from this section 
established under ORS 818.330.
 (3) Violation of the offense described in this section is subject to civil liability 
under ORS 818.410.
 (4) The offense described in this section, dragging objects on a highway, is a 
Class D traffic violation. [1983 c.338 §526; 1985 c.393 §32; 1995 c.383 §95]

 818.330 Exemptions from prohibition on dragging objects on highway. This 
section establishes exemptions from ORS 818.320. The exemptions in this section 
are in addition to any under ORS 801.026. Exemptions are partial or complete as 
described in the following:
 (1) Operations authorized under terms of a permit issued under ORS 818.240 
are subject to the terms of the permit. It shall be a defense to any charge of 
violation of ORS 818.320 if the person so charged produces a permit issued under 
ORS 818.240 authorizing the operation issued prior to and valid at the time of the 
offense.
 (2) ORS 818.320 does not apply on any way, thoroughfare or place owned by 
a district formed under ORS chapters 545, 547, 551 or a corporation formed under 
ORS chapter 554.
 (3) ORS 818.320 does not apply on any road, thoroughfare or property in private 
ownership or any road or thoroughfare, other than a state highway or county road, 
used pursuant to any agreement with any agency of the United States or with a 
licensee of such agency or both. [1983 c.338 §527; 1987 c.158 §174]

 818.340 Operating in violation of variance permit; exception; civil liability; 
penalties. (1) A person commits the offense of operating in violation of a variance 
permit if the person has been issued a variance permit under ORS 818.200 that 
authorized the movement of anything and the person does any of the following:
 (a) Drives, moves or operates anything in violation of the terms of the permit.
 (b) Owns anything and causes or permits it to be driven, moved or operated in 
violation of the permit. Operation in violation of this section is prima facie evidence 
that the owner caused or permitted the operation and the owner shall be liable 
for any penalties imposed under subsection (5) of this section as a result of the 
operation.
 (2) A person is in violation of the terms of a permit for purposes of this section if 
the person misrepresents any size or weight required to be specified when applying 
for the permit.
 (3) It shall be a defense to any charge of violation of this section if the person so 
charged produces a variance permit issued under ORS 818.200 that authorized the 
operation and that was issued prior to and valid at the time of operation.
 (4) A person does not commit the offense described in this section if the person 
is driving, moving or operating anything under a variance permit issued under ORS 
818.200 and:
 (a) The permit authorizes the person to exceed the maximum weight limitations;
 (b) The person is operating a vehicle with a fully functional idle reduction system 
designed to reduce fuel use and emissions from engine idling; and
 (c) The total weight of the vehicle is not more than 550 pounds greater than the 
weight authorized by the variance permit.
 (5) Violation of the offense described in this section is subject to civil liability 
under ORS 818.410.
 (6) The offense described in this section, operating in violation of a variance 
permit, is punishable according to the following:
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 (a) Violation of any provision of the permit, other than the violations described in 
paragraph (b), (c) or (d) of this subsection, is a Class D violation.
 (b) Violation of any weight provision by a vehicle that is authorized by permit to 
exceed axle or tandem axle weights specified in ORS 818.010 (1) or (2) is subject 
to penalty under Schedule II of the penalties in ORS 818.430.
 (c) Violation of any weight provision by a vehicle listed in ORS 818.210 is subject 
to penalty under Schedule I of the penalties in ORS 818.430.
 (d) Violation related to the required number of pilot vehicles or routing in 
accordance with the terms, limits or conditions established on a permit under ORS 
818.220 (1)(c) is a Class A traffic violation. [1983 c.338 §528; 1985 c.16 §272; 1995 
c.339 §1; 1997 c.360 §2; 1999 c.352 §2; 2007 c.92 §2; 2007 c.664 §2; 2008 c.10 
§1; 2019 c.491 §13]

 818.350 Failure to carry and display variance permit; penalty. (1) The driver 
of any vehicle or combination of vehicles for which a variance permit or a permit 
identification card has been issued under ORS 818.200 commits the offense of 
failure to carry and display a variance permit if the driver does not:
 (a) Have the variance permit or permit identification card in the driver’s 
immediate possession at all times when driving the vehicle or combination of 
vehicles upon a public highway, road or street; and
 (b) Display the variance permit or permit identification card upon demand of any 
police officer, motor carrier enforcement officer, county weighmaster, judicial officer 
or the director of permits of the Department of Transportation.
 (2) Producing a variance permit issued prior to and valid at the time of an 
offense under this section is not a defense for a charge under this section.
 (3) The offense described under this section, failure to carry and display a 
variance permit, is a Class D traffic violation. [1983 c.338 §529; 1985 c.16 §271; 
1985 c.393 §33; 1993 c.741 §100; 1995 c.383 §96]

ENFORCEMENT

 818.400 Failure to comply with commercial vehicle enforcement 
requirements; penalty. (1) A person commits the offense of failure to comply with 
commercial vehicle enforcement requirements if the person is driving a vehicle or 
combination of vehicles and the person does not comply with any of the following 
or if the person is the owner of a vehicle or combination of vehicles and the 
person causes or permits the vehicle or combination not to comply with any of the 
following:
 (a) A vehicle or combination of vehicles must stop and submit to any 
enforcement of commercial vehicle weight, size, load, conformation or equipment 
regulation when directed to do so by an “OPEN” sign displayed at a permanently 
established truck scale.
 (b) A vehicle or combination of vehicles must stop and submit to any 
enforcement of commercial vehicle weight, size, load, conformation or equipment 
regulation when directed to do so by any sign or signal displayed or given by 
a police officer, motor carrier enforcement officer or weighmaster acting in 
accordance with authority granted under ORS 810.490.
 (c) A vehicle or combination of vehicles must move into the right lane for 
purposes of a weight or size check when instructed to do so by a sign indicating the 
presence of a weigh-in-motion scale.
 (d) The directions of any police officer, motor carrier enforcement officer or 
weighmaster that are given in accordance with authority granted under ORS 
810.490 or 810.530 must be complied with.
 (2) The requirement of subsection (1)(a) of this section does not apply to:
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 (a) An empty combination of a log truck and pole trailer if the pole trailer is 
bunked on the log truck and there is no other load; or
 (b) A vehicle or combination of vehicles if:
 (A) The normal route of the vehicle or combination of vehicles requires turning 
off the highway after passing the “OPEN” sign but before reaching the scale; and
 (B) The vehicle or combination of vehicles is en route to a terminal or other 
legitimate business.
 (3) Operation of any vehicle or combination of vehicles in violation of this section 
is prima facie evidence that the owner of such vehicle or combination caused 
or permitted it to be so operated and the owner shall be liable for any penalties 
imposed under this section.
 (4) The offense described in this section, failure to comply with commercial 
vehicle enforcement requirements, is a Class B misdemeanor. The penalty provided 
under this subsection is in addition to any penalty provided for violation of any 
prohibition relating to vehicle weight, size, load, conformation or equipment. [1983 
c.338 §533; 1985 c.393 §35; 1987 c.897 §2; 1993 c.741 §101; 1995 c.27 §1; 1995 
c.101 §1; 1997 c.722 §6]

 818.410 Civil liability for certain violations. The owner and driver of anything 
using a state, county or city highway, street or bridge in violation of the sections 
described in this section are jointly and severally liable to the state, county or city 
for all damage done as a result of the violation. Liability to the state, county or city 
depends upon whether it is a state, county or city highway, street or bridge. This 
section applies to a violation of any of the following:
 (1) Maximum weight limits under ORS 818.020.
 (2) Posted weight limits under ORS 818.040.
 (3) Maximum size limits under ORS 818.090.
 (4) Maximum number of vehicles in combination under ORS 818.110.
 (5) Posted limits on use of roads under ORS 818.130.
 (6) Towing safety requirements under ORS 818.160.
 (7) Sifting or leaking load prohibition under ORS 818.300.
 (8) Dragging object prohibition under ORS 818.320.
 (9) Devices without wheels under ORS 815.155.
 (10) Use of prohibited metal objects on tires under ORS 815.160.
 (11) Operation without pneumatic tires under ORS 815.170.
 (12) Operation in violation of variance permit under ORS 818.340.
 (13) Temporarily reduced speeds established by a road authority under ORS 
810.180.
 (14) Exclusive use lanes established under ORS 810.140. [1983 c.338 §530; 
1985 c.16 §273; 2003 c.819 §16]

 818.420 Penalties for certain violations. (1) This subsection establishes 
a schedule of penalties for certain offenses in ORS 818.060 and 818.090. 
Commission of any of the described offenses relating to height or width limits is 
punishable according to the following schedule:
 (a) Except as otherwise provided in this section, upon a first conviction, an 
offense is punishable as a Class D traffic violation.
 (b) Upon a second conviction within one year after the first conviction, an 
offense is punishable as a Class C traffic violation.
 (c) Upon a third or subsequent conviction within one year after the first 
conviction, an offense is punishable as a Class B traffic violation.
 (2) Any offense that is described in ORS 818.060 or 818.090 and that is not 
punishable under subsection (1) of this section, is punishable as a Class D traffic 
violation. [1983 c.338 §531; 1985 c.393 §34; 1987 c.897 §3; 1995 c.383 §121; 2007 
c.664 §3]
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 818.430 Penalties for violation of weight requirements. This section 
establishes schedules of presumptive fines for violations of maximum weight 
requirements under the vehicle code. The particular schedule applicable is the 
schedule designated in the section establishing the offense. Upon conviction, 
a person is punishable by a fine and other penalty established in the schedule. 
Fines are based upon the excess weight by which any loaded weight exceeds the 
applicable loaded weight authorized in the provision, permit, order or resolution the 
person violates. The schedules are as follows:
 (1) The presumptive fines under Schedule I are as provided in this subsection. If 
the excess weight is:
 (a) One thousand pounds or less, the presumptive fine is $100.
 (b) More than 1,000 pounds, but not in excess of 2,000 pounds, the presumptive 
fine is $150.
 (c) More than 2,000 pounds, but not in excess of 3,000 pounds, the presumptive 
fine is $200.
 (d) More than 3,000 pounds, but not in excess of 5,000 pounds, the presumptive 
fine is $300.
 (e) More than 5,000 pounds, but not in excess of 7,500 pounds, the presumptive 
fine is an amount equal to 15 cents per pound for each pound of the excess weight.
 (f) More than 7,500 pounds, but not in excess of 10,000 pounds, the presumptive 
fine is an amount equal to 16 cents per pound for each pound of the excess weight.
 (g) More than 10,000 pounds, but not in excess of 12,500 pounds, the 
presumptive fine is an amount equal to 20 cents for each pound of the excess 
weight.
 (h) More than 12,500 pounds over the allowable weight, the presumptive fine is 
an amount equal to 24 cents per pound for each pound of excess weight.
 (2) The presumptive fines under Schedule II are as provided in this subsection. 
If the excess weight is:
 (a) One hundred pounds, but not in excess of 5,000 pounds, the presumptive 
fine is an amount equal to $200 plus 10 cents per pound of the excess weight.
 (b) More than 5,000 pounds, but not in excess of 10,000 pounds, the 
presumptive fine is an amount equal to $350 plus 15 cents per pound of the excess 
weight.
 (c) More than 10,000 pounds, the presumptive fine is an amount equal to $600 
plus 30 cents per pound of the excess weight.
 (3) Notwithstanding ORS 153.021, the fine imposed under subsection (2) of this 
section shall be not more than $100 if a person charged with an offense punishable 
under Schedule II produces in court a second valid variance permit issued under 
ORS 818.200 authorizing a loaded weight equal to or greater than the actual 
loaded weight of the vehicle, combination of vehicles, axle, tandem axles or group 
of axles upon which the citation was based.
 (4) The penalties under Schedule III are as provided in this subsection and 
are in addition to any suspension of operator’s license under ORS 809.120 or any 
suspension of vehicle registration under ORS 809.120. If the excess weight is:
 (a) One hundred pounds, but not in excess of 5,000 pounds, the presumptive 
fine is $200 plus 15 cents per pound for each pound of the excess weight.
 (b) More than 5,000 pounds but not in excess of 10,000 pounds, the 
presumptive fine is $350 plus 20 cents per pound for each pound of excess weight.
 (c) More than 10,000 pounds, the presumptive fine is $500, plus 30 cents per 
pound for each pound of excess weight. [1983 c.338 §532; 1985 c.16 §274; 1987 
c.897 §4; 1993 c.531 §8; 1995 c.79 §377; 1995 c.339 §2; 1999 c.668 §1; 2011 c.597 
§108; 2012 c.89 §12]

 818.440 Penalty for procuring, aiding or abetting violation of this chapter. 
Any person who knowingly and willfully procures, aids or abets in the violation of a 
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provision of this chapter is subject to the penalty provided for a person who violates 
the provision. [1987 c.897 §6]

 818.450 Civil penalty for violations of chapter. In addition to any penalty 
provided in a specific statute in this chapter, any person who violates a provision of 
this chapter is subject to civil penalty as provided in ORS 825.950. [1997 c.722 §3]
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GENERAL PROVISIONS

 823.005 Definitions for ORS chapters 823 to 826. As used in ORS chapters 
823, 824, 825 and 826:
 (1) “Customer” includes the patrons, passengers, shippers and users of the 
service of a motor carrier.
 (2) “Rate” means any fare, charge, joint rate, schedule or groups of rates or 
other remuneration or compensation for service.
 (3) “Service” is used in its broadest and most inclusive sense and includes 
equipment and facilities related to providing the service or the product served. [1995 
c.733 §11]

DEPARTMENT POWERS AND DUTIES REGARDING CARRIERS

 823.007 Employee statements of pecuniary interests in motor carriers; 
rules. (1) Each employee of the Department of Transportation who performs 
functions concerning economic regulation of motor carriers shall file with the 
department a statement regarding holdings of the employee and the holdings of the 
employee’s spouse and minor children of any pecuniary interest in any business 
or activity subject to the department’s economic regulation of motor carriers. 
Supplementary statements shall be filed as such pecuniary interests are acquired 
or divested. The statements shall be in such form as the department prescribes. 
If the department determines that an employee or spouse or minor child of the 
employee holds any such pecuniary interest that may interfere with the impartial 
discharge of the employee’s duties, the department shall order divestiture of the 
interest.
 (2) The department shall determine by rule what constitutes a function 
concerning economic regulation of motor carriers for purposes of this section.
 (3) Nothing in subsections (1) and (2) of this section is intended to authorize any 
act otherwise prohibited by law. [1995 c.733 §§12,14]

 823.009 General powers of department regarding motor carriers and 
railroads. (1) In addition to the powers and duties now or hereafter transferred 
to or vested in the Department of Transportation, the department shall represent 
the customers of any motor carrier or railroad, and the public generally, in all 
controversies respecting rates, valuations, service and all matters of which the 
department has jurisdiction regarding motor carriers and railroads. In respect 
thereof, the department shall make use of its jurisdiction and powers to protect such 
customers, and the public generally, from unjust and unreasonable exactions and 
practices and to obtain for them adequate service at fair and reasonable rates.
 (2) The department is vested with power and jurisdiction to supervise and 
regulate every motor carrier and railroad in this state, and to do all things necessary 
and convenient in the exercise of such power and jurisdiction.
 (3) The department may participate in any proceeding before any public officer, 
commission or body of the United States or any state or other jurisdiction for the 
purpose of representing the public generally and the customers of the services of 
any motor carrier or railroad operating or providing service to or within this state.
 (4) The department may make joint investigations, hold joint hearings within or 
without this state and issue concurrent orders in conjunction or concurrence with 
any official, board, commission or agency of any state or of the United States. [1995 
c.733 §15; 1997 c.275 §9]

 823.010 [1983 c.338 §756; 1985 c.16 §361; 1989 c.782 §1; 1993 c.371 §1; 
renumbered 682.015 in 1995]
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 823.011 Authority to adopt rules. The Department of Transportation may adopt 
and amend reasonable and proper rules and regulations relative to all statutes 
regarding motor carriers and railroads administered by the department and may 
adopt and publish reasonable and proper rules to govern proceedings and to 
regulate the mode and manner of all investigations of motor carriers and railroads 
subject to regulation by the department. [1995 c.733 §16]

 823.012 Suspension of laws during emergency. (1) If the Director of 
Transportation determines that an emergency, as defined in ORS 401.025, has 
occurred or is imminent, the director may suspend operation of one or more of 
the following statutes involving motor carriers for the purpose of expediting the 
movement of persons or property:
 (a) ORS 818.400, compliance with commercial vehicle enforcement 
requirements related to commercial vehicle weight, size, load, conformation or 
equipment.
 (b) ORS 825.100, certificate or permit requirement for commercial transportation 
of persons or property.
 (c) ORS 825.104, registration requirement for for-hire or private carrier engaged 
in interstate operations.
 (d) ORS 825.160, requirement for person operating as motor carrier to have 
policy of public liability and property damage insurance.
 (e) ORS 825.162, requirement for person operating as for-hire carrier of freight 
or express to have cargo insurance.
 (f) ORS 825.250, requirement to stop and submit to an inspection of the driver, 
the cargo or the vehicle or combination of vehicles.
 (g) ORS 825.252, safety regulations for for-hire and private carriers.
 (h) ORS 825.258, rules for transportation of hazardous waste, hazardous 
material and PCB.
 (i) ORS 825.450, weight identifiers issued by Department of Transportation.
 (j) ORS 825.470, temporary pass for single trip or short-time operation of 
vehicle.
 (k) ORS 825.474, assessment of tax for use of highways.
 (L) ORS 826.031, registration of certain vehicles not already registered with 
state.
 (2) A suspension under this section may occur prior to a declaration of a state 
of emergency under ORS 401.165, but may not exceed 72 hours unless a state 
of emergency is declared under ORS 401.165. If a state of emergency is declared 
under ORS 401.165, the suspension shall last until the state of emergency is 
terminated as provided under ORS 401.204.
 (3) The director may designate by rule a line of succession of deputy directors or 
other employees of the department who may suspend operations of statutes under 
this section in the event the director is not available. Any suspension by a person 
designated by the director under this subsection has the same force and effect as 
if issued by the director, except that, if the director can be reached, the suspension 
must be affirmed by the director when the director is reached. If the director does 
not set aside a suspension within 24 hours of being reached, the suspension shall 
be considered affirmed by the director. [2005 c.172 §2; 2007 c.465 §7; 2019 c.491 
§49]

 Note: 823.012 was added to and made a part of the Oregon Vehicle Code by 
legislative action but was not added to ORS chapter 823 or any series therein. See 
Preface to Oregon Revised Statutes for further explanation.

 823.013 Validity of rules, orders, acts and regulations of department; 
construction of laws. (1) A substantial compliance with the requirements of the 
laws administered by the Department of Transportation regarding motor carriers 
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and railroads is sufficient to give effect to all the rules, orders, acts and regulations 
of the department and they shall not be declared inoperative, illegal or void for any 
omission of a technical nature in respect thereto.
 (2) The provisions of such laws shall be liberally construed with a view to the 
public welfare, efficient facilities and substantial justice between customers and 
motor carriers or railroads. [1995 c.733 §17]

 823.015 Service of notice or other legal process. The service or delivery of 
any notice, order, form or other document or legal process required to be made by 
the Department of Transportation in connection with any statute governing motor 
carriers or railroads may be made by mail. If by mail, service or delivery is made 
when the required material is deposited in the post office, in a sealed envelope with 
postage paid, addressed to the person on whom it is to be served or delivered, at 
the address as it last appears in the records of the department. [1995 c.733 §18]

 823.020 [Formerly 485.500; 1989 c.782 §2; 1991 c.67 §224; 1991 c.909 §1; 
1993 c.371 §2; renumbered 682.025 in 1995]

INVESTIGATIONS, HEARINGS, RULINGS

 823.021 Investigating management of carriers. The Department of 
Transportation may inquire into the management of the business of all motor 
carriers and railroads, and shall keep informed as to the manner and method in 
which the business is conducted. The department has the right to obtain from any 
motor carrier or railroad all necessary information to enable the department to 
perform its duties related to motor carriers and railroads. [1995 c.733 §19]

 823.023 Right of entry onto premises of any carrier or of business 
tendering hazardous materials for shipment. (1) The Department of 
Transportation or authorized representatives may enter upon any premises, or any 
equipment, rolling stock or facilities operated or occupied by any motor carrier or 
railroad for the purpose of making any inspection, examination or test reasonably 
required in the administration of ORS chapters 823, 824, 825 and 826, and to set 
up and use on such premises, equipment, rolling stock or facilities any apparatus or 
appliance and occupy reasonable space therefor.
 (2) The department or authorized representatives shall, upon demand, have the 
right to inspect the books, accounts, papers, records and memoranda of any motor 
carrier or railroad and to examine under oath any officer, agent or employee of such 
motor carrier or railroad in relation to its business and affairs.
 (3) Any person who on behalf of the department makes demand of a motor 
carrier or railroad for an examination, inspection or test shall, upon request therefor, 
produce a certificate under the seal of the department showing authority to make 
such examination, inspection or test.
 (4) The department or authorized representatives shall, upon demand, have 
the right to enter any premises of a business that the department has reasonable 
cause to believe tendered for shipment, by motor or rail, any hazardous material 
and to make any examination, inspection or test reasonably required to determine 
compliance with the health and safety regulations administered or enforced by the 
department. Any person, who on behalf of the department demands to make an 
examination, inspection or test, shall produce upon request a certificate under the 
seal of the department showing authority to make the examination, inspection or 
test.
 (5) Nothing in this section authorizes the department to use any information 
developed thereunder for any purpose inconsistent with any statute governing 
motor carriers or railroads and administered by the department or to make a 
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disclosure thereof for other than regulatory purposes. [1995 c.733 §20; 1995 c.737 
§11; 1997 c.249 §237]

 823.025 Maintaining and producing records; expenses incurred in out-
of-state examinations; rules. (1) The Department of Transportation may require 
by rule, or by order or subpoena to be served on any motor carrier or railroad, the 
maintaining within this state or the production within this state at such time and 
place as the department may designate, of any books, accounts, papers or records 
kept by such motor carrier or railroad in any office or place within or without this 
state, or verified copies in lieu thereof, if the department so orders, in order that 
an examination thereof may be made by the department or under direction of the 
department.
 (2) When a motor carrier or railroad keeps and maintains its books, accounts, 
papers or records outside the state, the department may examine such documents 
and shall be reimbursed by the motor carrier or railroad for all expenses incurred in 
making such out-of-state examination. [1995 c.733 §21]

 823.027 Duty to furnish information to department. (1) Every motor carrier 
and railroad shall furnish to the Department of Transportation all information 
required by the department to carry into effect the provisions of ORS chapters 823, 
824, 825 and 826 and shall make specific answers to all questions submitted by the 
department.
 (2) If a motor carrier or railroad is unable to furnish any information required 
under subsection (1) of this section for any reason beyond its control, it is a good 
and sufficient reason for such failure. The answer or information shall be verified 
under oath and returned to the department at the department’s office within the 
period fixed by the department. [1995 c.733 §22; 1997 c.249 §238]

 823.029 Failure to furnish requested information. No officer, agent or 
employee of any motor carrier or railroad shall:
 (1) Fail or refuse to provide any information or document required by the 
Department of Transportation;
 (2) Fail or refuse to answer any question therein propounded;
 (3) Knowingly or willfully give a false answer to any such question or evade 
the answer to any such question where the fact inquired of is within the person’s 
knowledge;
 (4) Upon proper demand, fail or refuse to exhibit to the department or any 
person authorized to examine the same, any book, paper, account, record or 
memorandum of the motor carrier or railroad that is in possession or under the 
control of the person;
 (5) Fail to properly use and keep a system of accounting or any part thereof, as 
prescribed by the department; or
 (6) Refuse to do any act or thing in connection with such system of accounting 
when so directed by the department or authorized representative. [1995 c.733 §23]

 823.030 [Formerly 485.505; 1989 c.782 §3; renumbered 682.035 in 1995]

 823.031 Investigating complaints against carriers. (1) The Department 
of Transportation may investigate any complaint filed against a person whose 
business or activities are regulated by one or more of the statutes regarding motor 
carriers or railroads, jurisdiction for the enforcement or regulation of which is 
conferred upon the department.
 (2) Any hearing held as a result of a complaint or investigation under subsection 
(1) of this section shall be a contested case hearing, in the manner provided in 
ORS 183.413 to 183.497. [1995 c.733 §§35,36]
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 823.033 Investigations and orders on department’s own motion; request 
for hearing by aggrieved party. (1) Whenever the Department of Transportation 
believes that any rate subject to regulation by the department may be unreasonable 
or unjustly discriminatory, or that any service subject to regulation by the 
department is unsafe or inadequate, or is not afforded, or that an investigation of 
any matter relating to any motor carrier, railroad or other person should be made, 
or relating to any person to determine if such person is subject to the department’s 
regulatory jurisdiction, the department may on its own motion summarily investigate 
any such matter, with or without notice.
 (2) The department may, after making an investigation on the department’s 
motion, provide notice to the motor carrier, railroad or other person of the 
department’s proposed action or may, without notice or hearing, make such findings 
and orders as the department deems justified or required by the results of such 
investigation.
 (3) Any party aggrieved by a notice of proposed action or by an order entered 
pursuant to subsection (2) of this section may request the department to hold a 
hearing pursuant to ORS 183.413 to 183.497.
 (4) An order issued under this section prior to a hearing shall be stayed pending 
the outcome of the hearing unless the department finds that the order is necessary 
to protect the public health, safety or environment. [1995 c.733 §37; 1997 c.275 
§10]

 823.035 Representation by non-attorney. (1) Notwithstanding ORS 9.320 and 
823.031 (2), an individual who is not an attorney may represent that individual or 
other persons who consent to such representation at any proceeding before the 
Department of Transportation involving the regulation of transportation matters 
pursuant to ORS chapter 825.
 (2) Notwithstanding ORS 9.320 and 823.031 (2), an individual who is not an 
attorney may represent that individual or labor organizations, railroads, motor 
carriers or government agencies who consent to such representation in any 
proceeding before the department involving the regulation of transportation matters 
pursuant to ORS 824.020 to 824.042, 824.050 to 824.110 and 824.200 to 824.256.
 (3) Notwithstanding ORS 9.320 and 823.031 (2), an individual who is not 
an attorney may represent that individual or other persons who consent to such 
representation in any proceeding before the department involving the regulation of 
transportation matters pursuant to ORS chapter 826.
 (4) Any compromises, agreements, admissions, stipulations, statements of fact 
or other such action taken by the representative at any such proceeding is binding 
on those represented to the same extent as if done by an attorney. A person so 
represented may not thereafter claim that any such proceeding was legally defective 
because the person was not represented by an attorney.
 (5) As used in this section, “attorney” has the meaning for that term provided in 
ORS 9.005. [1995 c.733 §36a; 2013 c.482 §1]

 823.037 Declaratory rulings. On petition of any interested person, the 
Department of Transportation may issue a declaratory ruling with respect to the 
applicability to any person, property, or state of facts of any rule or statute regarding 
motor carriers or railroads that is enforceable by the department. A declaratory 
ruling is binding between the department and the petitioner on the state of facts 
alleged, unless it is modified, vacated or set aside by the Court of Appeals. 
However, the department may review the ruling and modify, vacate or set it aside 
if requested by the petitioner or other party to the proceeding. Binding rulings 
provided by this section are subject to review in the Court of Appeals in the manner 
provided in ORS 183.480 for the review of orders in contested cases. [1995 c.733 
§34]
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 823.040 [Formerly 485.510; repealed by 1989 c.782 §40]
 823.050 [1983 c.338 §976; repealed by 1989 c.782 §40]

DESTRUCTION OF EQUIPMENT

 823.051 Interference with department equipment. No person shall destroy, 
injure or interfere with any apparatus or appliance owned or operated by or in 
charge of the Department of Transportation, or any apparatus or appliance sealed 
by the department. [1995 c.733 §24]

 823.060 [Formerly 485.515; 1989 c.782 §4; 1991 c.67 §225; 1993 c.371 §3; 
renumbered 682.045 in 1995]

HAZARDOUS MATERIALS GENERALLY

 823.061 Applicability of hazardous material safety regulations; rules. The 
federal hazardous material safety regulations adopted, implemented or enforced by 
the Department of Transportation shall be applicable to any person who transports, 
or causes to be transported, by motor or rail, a hazardous material. The department 
shall define hazardous material by rule. The definition shall be consistent with 
federal definitions of the term. [1995 c.737 §10]

 823.063 Notice and opportunity to correct hazardous material violations. 
(1) The Department of Transportation may not impose penalties specified in ORS 
chapters 823, 824, 825 and 826, against a person who causes hazardous materials 
to be transported unless the person has received prior written notice of the violation 
and five days to correct the violation.
 (2) No prior written notice or five-day correction period shall be required under 
subsection (1) of this section for:
 (a) Subsequent violations of a like nature occurring within five years of the 
violation for which the person received notice.
 (b) Any violation that causes substantial harm to human health or the 
environment. [1995 c.737 §15]

 823.070 [Formerly 485.520; 1989 c.782 §5; 1991 c.67 §226; 1993 c.371 §4; 
renumbered 682.047 in 1995]

AGENCY ABANDONMENT

 823.071 Definitions for ORS 823.073 and 823.075. As used in ORS 823.073 
and 823.075, the following terms have the following meanings:
 (1) “Agency” means any place provided by a for-hire carrier for the 
accommodation of the public in the receipt, delivery, billing or routing of freight, or in 
the loading or discharge of passengers, at which an agent is provided to serve the 
public.
 (2) “Agent” means the person in charge of the transaction of business with the 
public at any station or agency.
 (3) “Common carrier” means any railroad as defined in ORS 824.020, and any 
for-hire carrier by motor vehicle as defined in ORS 825.005 if the carrier transports 
persons. [Formerly 756.380]

 823.073 Common carrier not to abandon agencies or withdraw agent 
without approval of department. No common carrier shall abandon any of its 
agencies, or withdraw the agent therefrom, without the prior written authority of the 
Department of Transportation. If the primary business of the agent or agency is not 
that of a common carrier, the loss of the use of such agent or agency without the 



CARRIER REGULATION GENERALLY

OREGON VEHICLE CODE (2021 Edition)Page 403

fault of the carrier shall not be considered a violation of this section, provided that 
the carrier shall give to the department notice of such loss immediately upon being 
informed thereof and secure another agent or agency within a reasonable period of 
time. [Formerly 756.385]

 823.075 Petitioning department for authority to abandon agency or 
withdraw agent. (1) Any common carrier may petition the Department of 
Transportation for authority to abandon any agency or to withdraw the agent from 
an agency.
 (2) Upon receipt of a petition to abandon or withdraw under this section, the 
department shall give written notice of the petition to all known current customers of 
such agency. If the petition requests authority to abandon or withdraw any agency 
or agent involved in transportation services using motor buses, the department 
shall provide notice of the petition for authority and of rights to protest by publication 
in addition to any written notice required by this subsection. When notice by 
publication is required under this subsection, such notice must be published in a 
newspaper of general circulation in the county where the affected agency is located.
 (3) If any customer files with the department a written protest to the 
abandonment of the agency or the withdrawal of the agent therefrom within 30 
days from the date written notice is given, the department shall schedule a hearing 
to be held within 30 days from the filing of such protest. If notice by publication is 
required under subsection (2) of this section then protest may be filed, as provided 
under this subsection, within 30 days after the written notice or published notice, 
whichever is later.
 (4) If a hearing is provided under this section, the hearing shall be held at some 
convenient place in the county in which such agency is located.
 (5) Where a common carrier seeks to move the location of its agent or agency 
from one point within a city to another point within such city the department may 
approve such move without a hearing. [Formerly 756.390]

 823.080 [Formerly 485.525; 1989 c.782 §6; renumbered 682.075 in 1995]

ENFORCEMENT AND REMEDIES

 823.081 Enforcement of laws relating to carriers. (1) The Department of 
Transportation shall inquire into any neglect or violation of any law of this state, 
or any law or ordinance of any municipality thereof, relating to motor carriers or 
railroads by any motor carrier or railroad doing business therein, its officers, agents 
or employees and shall enforce all laws of this state relating to motor carriers and 
railroads and may enforce all such laws and ordinances of a municipality. The 
department shall report all violations of any such laws or ordinances to the Attorney 
General.
 (2) The Attorney General, district attorney of each county, all state, county 
and city police officers and police officers commissioned by a university under 
ORS 352.121 or 353.125 shall assist the department in the administration and 
enforcement of all laws related to motor carriers and railroads administered by the 
department, and they, as well as assistants and employees of the department, shall 
inform against and diligently prosecute all persons whom they have reasonable 
cause to believe guilty of the violation of any such laws or of the rules, regulations, 
orders, decisions or requirements of the department made pursuant thereto.
 (3) Upon the request of the department, the Attorney General or the district 
attorney of the proper county shall aid in any investigation, hearing or trial, and 
shall institute and prosecute all necessary suits, actions or proceedings for the 
enforcement of those laws and ordinances referred to in subsection (1) of this 
section.
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 (4) Any forfeiture or penalty provided for in any law regarding motor carriers or 
railroads administered by the department shall be recovered by an action brought 
thereon in the name of the State of Oregon in any court of appropriate jurisdiction 
or as provided in ORS 183.745. [1995 c.733 §25; 2011 c.506 §52; 2013 c.180 §58]

 823.083 Enjoining violation of carrier laws. (1) Whenever it appears to the 
Department of Transportation that any motor carrier, railroad or any other person 
subject to the jurisdiction of the department is engaged or about to engage in any 
acts or practices that constitute a violation of any statute regarding motor carriers 
or railroads administered by the department, or any rule, regulation, requirement, 
order, term or condition issued thereunder, the department may apply to any circuit 
court of the state where such motor carrier, railroad or any other person subject to 
the jurisdiction of the department operates for the enforcement of such statute, rule, 
regulation, requirement, order, term or condition.
 (2) Such court, without bond, has jurisdiction to enforce obedience thereto by 
injunction, or by other processes, mandatory or otherwise, restraining such motor 
carrier, railroad or any other person subject to the jurisdiction of the department, or 
its officers, agents, employees and representatives from further violations of such 
statute, rule, regulation, requirement, order, term or condition, and enjoining upon 
them obedience thereto.
 (3) The provisions of this section are in addition to and not in lieu of any other 
enforcement provisions contained in any statute administered by the department. 
[1995 c.733 §26]

 823.085 Liability for damages to injured person. (1) Any motor carrier 
or railroad that does, or causes or permits to be done, any matter, act or thing 
prohibited by ORS chapters 823, 824, 825 and 826, or omits to do any act, matter 
or thing required to be done by ORS chapters 823, 824, 825 and 826, is liable to 
the person injured thereby in the amount of damages sustained in consequence of 
such violation. If the party seeking damages alleges and proves that the wrong or 
omission was the result of gross negligence or willful misconduct, the motor carrier 
or railroad is liable to the person injured thereby in treble the amount of damages 
sustained in consequence of the violation. The court may award reasonable 
attorney fees to the prevailing party in an action under this section.
 (2) Any recovery under this section does not affect recovery by the state of the 
penalty, forfeiture or fine prescribed for such violation.
 (3) This section does not apply with respect to the liability of any motor carrier 
or railroad for personal injury or property damage. [1995 c.733 §§27,99; 1997 c.249 
§239]

 823.087 Effect of carrier laws on common law and other statutory rights 
of action, duties and liabilities. (1) The remedies and enforcement procedures 
provided in ORS chapters 823, 824, 825 and 826 do not release or waive any right 
of action by the state or by any person for any right, penalty or forfeiture that may 
arise under any law of this state or under an ordinance of any municipality thereof.
 (2) All penalties and forfeitures accruing under said statutes and ordinances are 
cumulative and a suit for and recovery of one, shall not be a bar to the recovery of 
any other penalty.
 (3) The duties and liabilities of the motor carriers or railroads shall be the same 
as are prescribed by the common law, and the remedies against them the same, 
except where otherwise provided by the Constitution or statutes of this state, and 
the provisions of ORS chapters 823, 824, 825 and 826 are cumulative thereto. 
[1995 c.733 §28; 1997 c.249 §240]

 823.090 [Formerly 485.530; 1989 c.782 §7; 1993 c.371 §5; renumbered 682.085 
in 1995]
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 823.100 [Formerly 485.535; 1989 c.782 §8; 1991 c.331 §141; 1993 c.371 §6; 
renumbered 682.105 in 1995]

RECEIPTS AND BILLS OF LADING

 823.101 Duty of carrier to issue bill of lading on intrastate shipments; 
liability of carrier to holder for damage to shipment. (1) Any for-hire carrier, 
railroad or transportation company receiving property for transportation wholly 
within this state, from one point in this state to another point in this state, shall issue 
in accordance with the applicable provisions of ORS chapter 77 a receipt or bill of 
lading therefor, and shall be liable to the lawful holder thereof for any loss, damage 
or injury to such property caused by it, or by any common carrier to which such 
property may be delivered, or over whose line or lines such property may pass, 
when transported on a through bill of lading. No contract, receipt, rule, regulation 
or other limitation of any character whatsoever shall exempt such for-hire carrier, 
railroad or transportation company from such liability.
 (2) Any for-hire carrier, railroad or transportation company so receiving property 
for transportation wholly within this state shall be liable to the lawful holder of such 
receipt or bill of lading, or to any party entitled to recover thereon, whether such 
receipt or bill of lading has been issued or not, for the full actual loss, damage 
or injury to such property caused by it, or by any common carrier to which such 
property may be delivered, or over whose line such property may pass when 
transported on a through bill of lading, notwithstanding any limitation of liability or 
limitation of the amount of recovery, or representation or agreement as to value in 
any such receipt or bill of lading, or in any contract, rule or regulation, or in any tariff 
filed with the Department of Transportation; and any such limitation, irrespective of 
the manner or form in which it is sought to be made, is unlawful and void.
 (3) The provisions of subsection (2) of this section respecting liability for full 
actual loss, damage or injury, shall not apply:
 (a) To baggage carried on passenger trains or boats, or trains or boats carrying 
passengers.
 (b) To property, except ordinary livestock, concerning which the carrier is 
expressly authorized or required by order of the Department of Transportation to 
establish and maintain rates dependent upon the value declared in writing by the 
shipper or agreed upon in writing as the released value of the property. “Ordinary 
livestock” includes all cattle, swine, sheep, goats, horses and mules, except such as 
are chiefly used for breeding, racing, show purposes or other special uses.
 (4) The Department of Transportation may make the order referred to in 
subsection (3)(b) of this section in cases where rates dependent upon and varying 
with declared or agreed values would, in the opinion of the department, be just and 
reasonable under the circumstances and conditions surrounding the transportation. 
Any tariff schedule filed with the department pursuant to such order shall contain 
specific reference thereto and may establish rates varying with the value so 
declared and agreed upon. [Formerly 771.010; 1997 c.249 §241]

 823.103 Limitations on carrier’s power to set time for filing of claim or 
starting action. A for-hire carrier, railroad or transportation company referred to in 
ORS 823.101 may not provide by rule, contract, regulation or otherwise a period for 
filing claims described in ORS 823.101 shorter than the following:
 (1) Nine months after delivery of property or after reasonable time for delivery 
has elapsed for filing of claims in writing, except that if the carrier is a for-hire carrier 
of household goods, three months.
 (2) Two years for the institution of suits. The period for institution of suits shall be 
computed from the day when notice is given by the carrier to the claimant that the 
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carrier has disallowed all or any part of the claim specified in the notice. [Formerly 
771.020; 1997 c.249 §242; 2003 c.754 §12]

 823.105 Prohibitions. No common carrier subject to ORS 823.101 to 823.107, 
its director or officer, receiver, trustee, lessee, agent or person acting for or 
employed by it, shall, alone or with any other person, willfully do or cause to be 
done, or willingly suffer or permit to be done, any act, matter or thing prohibited or 
declared to be unlawful in ORS 823.101 to 823.107, or aid or abet therein, or willfully 
omit or fail to do any act, matter or thing required to be done by ORS 823.101 to 
823.107 or cause or willingly suffer or permit any act, matter or thing so directed or 
required by ORS 823.101 to 823.107 to be done, or not to be so done, or aid or abet 
any such omission or failure. [Formerly 771.040]

 823.107 Existing remedies not affected. Nothing in ORS 823.101 to 823.107 
shall deprive any holder of a receipt or bill of lading of any remedy or right of action 
which the holder has under existing law. [Formerly 771.050]

 823.110 [Formerly 485.540; renumbered 682.107 in 1995]

 823.120 [Formerly 485.545; 1989 c.782 §9; 1991 c.331 §142; 1995 c.41 §8; 
renumbered 682.109 in 1995]

 823.130 [Formerly 485.550; 1989 c.782 §10; renumbered 682.135 in 1995]

 823.140 [Formerly 485.555; 1989 c.782 §11; 1991 c.909 §2; renumbered 
682.145 in 1995]

 823.145 [1989 c.782 §14; 1991 c.703 §42; 1991 c.909 §3; renumbered 682.155 
in 1995]

 823.150 [Formerly 485.560; 1987 c.90 §1; 1989 c.782 §12; 1991 c.909 §4; 1993 
c.371 §7; renumbered 682.157 in 1995]

 823.160 [Formerly 485.565; 1989 c.782 §15; 1991 c.67 §227; 1993 c.371 §8; 
renumbered 682.175 in 1995]

 823.165 [1989 c.782 §15a; 1991 c.734 §103; 1993 c.371 §9; renumbered 
682.185 in 1995]

 823.170 [Formerly 485.570; 1989 c.782 §16; renumbered 682.195 in 1995]

 823.180 [Formerly 485.573; 1989 c.722 §3; renumbered 682.205 in 1995]

 823.190 [Formerly 485.575; 1989 c.782 §18; renumbered 682.215 in 1995]

 823.200 [Formerly 485.577; 1987 c.660 §26; 1989 c.782 §19; 1993 c.371 §10; 
renumbered 682.225 in 1995]

 823.204 [1989 c.782 §27; renumbered 682.235 in 1995]

 823.205 [1989 c.782 §28; 1991 c.909 §5; renumbered 682.245 in 1995]

 823.210 [Formerly 485.580; 1989 c.782 §20; 1991 c.909 §6; 1993 c.371 §11; 
renumbered 682.255 in 1995]

 823.215 [Formerly 677.675; 1991 c.67 §228; 1991 c.909 §7; renumbered 
682.265 in 1995]

 823.220 [Formerly 485.585; 1989 c.722 §2; 1989 c.782 §21; renumbered 
682.275 in 1995]
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 823.230 [Formerly 485.590; 1989 c.782 §22; renumbered 682.285 in 1995]

 823.240 [Formerly 485.595; 1989 c.782 §23; renumbered 682.295 in 1995]

 823.250 [1987 c.845 §1; 1989 c.782 §24; renumbered 682.305 in 1995]

 823.300 [1989 c.722 §8; renumbered 682.315 in 1995]

 823.305 [1989 c.722 §5; renumbered 682.325 in 1995]

 823.310 [1989 c.722 §7; renumbered 682.335 in 1995]

 823.315 [1989 c.722 §6; renumbered 682.345 in 1995]

 823.320 [1991 c.958 §1; renumbered 682.355 in 1995]

 823.990 [Formerly 485.992; 1989 c.782 §25; 1993 c.371 §12; renumbered 
682.991 in 1995]

PENALTIES

 823.991 Penalties. (1) Any motor carrier or railroad that fails to comply with an 
order or subpoena issued pursuant to ORS 823.025 shall pay a civil penalty, for 
each day it so fails, of not less than $50 nor more than $500.
 (2) Except where a penalty is otherwise provided by law, any motor carrier or 
railroad shall pay a civil penalty of not less than $100 nor more than $10,000 for 
each time that the motor carrier or railroad:
 (a) Violates any statute regarding motor carriers or railroads, as appropriate, 
administered by the Department of Transportation;
 (b) Does any act prohibited, or fails to perform any duty enjoined upon the motor 
carrier or railroad;
 (c) Fails to obey any lawful requirement or order made by the department; or
 (d) Fails to obey any judgment made by any court upon the application of the 
department.
 (3) Violation of ORS 823.029 is punishable after issuance of a final order by the 
department, by a civil penalty of not less than $1,000 for each offense. A penalty of 
not less than $500 nor more than $1,000 shall be recovered from the motor carrier 
or railroad for each such offense when such officer, agent or employee acted in 
obedience to the direction, instruction or request of the motor carrier or railroad, or 
any general officer thereof.
 (4) Violation of ORS 823.029 is a Class A violation.
 (5) Violation of ORS 823.051 is a Class C misdemeanor. Any motor carrier or 
railroad that knowingly permits the violation of ORS 823.051 shall forfeit, upon 
conviction, not more than $1,000 for each offense.
 (6) In construing and enforcing this section, the act, omission or failure of any 
officer, agent or other person acting for or employed by any motor carrier or railroad 
shall in every case be deemed to be the act, omission or failure of such motor 
carrier or railroad. With respect to any violation of any statute administered by the 
department regarding motor carriers or railroads, any penalty provision applying to 
such a violation by a motor carrier or railroad shall apply to such a violation by any 
other person.
 (7) Except as provided in ORS 824.019 and 825.326, and except when provided 
by law that a penalty, forfeiture or other sum be paid to the aggrieved party, all 
penalties or forfeitures collected from persons subject to the regulatory authority of 
the department under ORS chapters 823, 824, 825 and 826 shall be paid into the 
General Fund and credited to the Motor Carrier Account if collected from a motor 
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carrier and to the Railroad Fund created under ORS 824.014 (1) if collected from a 
railroad.
 (8) Violation of ORS 823.105 is punishable, after issuance of a final order by the 
department, by a civil penalty of not more than $5,000 for each offense.
 (9) Violation of ORS 823.105 is a specific fine violation punishable by a fine of 
not more than $5,000 for each offense.
 (10) Civil penalties under this section shall be imposed in the manner provided 
by ORS 183.745. [Subsections (1) to (6) of 1995 Edition enacted as 1995 c.733 
§38; subsection (7) of 1995 Edition formerly 771.990; 1997 c.249 §243; 1997 c.275 
§11; 1999 c.1051 §230; 2001 c.909 §5; 2003 c.576 §567; 2003 c.754 §11; 2011 
c.597 §306]
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Chapter 824

2021 EDITION

Railroads

FUNDS, ACCOUNTS AND FEES
824.010 Annual fees payable by railroads; audit
824.012 Failure to pay fees; penalty
824.014 Railroad Fund; sources; use
824.016 State Rail Rehabilitation Fund; use
824.018 Grade Crossing Protection Account; use; limits
824.019 Grade Crossing Safety Improvement Fund

GENERAL PROVISIONS
824.020 Definitions for ORS 824.020 to 824.042
824.022 Applicability of ORS 824.020 to 824.042, 824.050 to 824.110 and 824.200 

to 824.256
824.024 Procedure for construction of side lines and extensions

INSPECTORS; REPORTS
824.026 Railway inspectors required; powers and duties
824.030 Annual report to department; penalty

ACQUISITION OR ABANDONMENT OF LINES
824.040 Government acquisition of lines; permitted actions
824.042 Department to participate in contested abandonment proceedings

SAFETY PROGRAM STANDARD
824.045 Department establishment of state safety oversight program for rail fixed 

guideway public transportation system; fee; rules

FACILITIES AND TRACKS
824.050 Inspection of, recommendations on and orders concerning railroad 

equipment and facilities
824.052 Track clearances
824.054 Cooperation with federal agencies on matters of safety; disclosure of 

reports if required by federal law
824.056 Walkway standards; rules; variances
824.058 Track improvement and rehabilitation program

EQUIPMENT
824.060 First aid kits and fire extinguishers required on locomotives; temporary 

exemptions
824.062 Equipment required on track motor cars
824.064 Self-propelled vehicles used in yards or terminals
824.066 Helper unit operation restrictions
824.068 Water quality standards for locomotives

HAZARDOUS MATERIALS
824.080 “Hazardous materials” defined
824.082 Notice of movement of hazardous materials; confidentiality of notice 

information
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824.084 Visual external inspections required on cars standing in rail yards or 
stations more than two hours

824.086 Designation of hazardous materials and notice requirements; rules
824.088 Notifying Oregon Department of Emergency Management of reportable 

incident, derailments and fires; radio gear
824.090 Department of Transportation to set standards for safe transportation of 

hazardous wastes; rules; civil penalty
824.092 Disclosure of hazardous waste reports and information to Environmental 

Protection Agency

CABOOSE REQUIREMENTS
824.100 Definitions for ORS 824.102 to 824.110
824.102 Application of requirements
824.106 Use of noncomplying caboose prohibited; equipment failure; repair
824.108 Register for reporting failures of equipment or maintenance standards; 

rules for use
824.110 Administrative authority of department; rules

RAILROAD CROSSINGS
824.200 Definitions for ORS 824.200 to 824.256
824.202 Policy; authority vested in state and department
824.204 Authority to construct grade crossings; protective devices
824.206 Elimination, relocation or alteration of grade crossing; installation or 

alteration of protective devices
824.208 Authority to fix speeds and regulate sounding of train warning devices at 

crossings
824.210 Construction and alteration of crossings above or below grade
824.212 Specifications for construction and maintenance of crossings; application 

of specifications; priorities; compliance
824.214 Procedure to obtain permission for crossings; rules
824.216 Procedure to compel compliance with orders
824.218 Work and materials furnished by railroad company; supervision of work
824.220 Protective devices; rules
824.222 Authority over duration that grade crossing may be blocked; penalty
824.223 Authority to regulate distance from grade crossing at which railroad may 

stop or park equipment; penalty
824.224 When stop signs are to be installed by railroad; exemption; grade crossing 

alteration, relocation or closure
824.226 Dangerous grade crossings; notice; hearing; order to install protective 

devices; apportioning of cost
824.228 Procedure for determining mode of track crossing of intersecting railroads
824.230 Installation of protective devices where railroads intersect at grade
824.232 Forfeiture for noncompliance
824.234 Use of findings of department regarding hazards at crossings
824.236 Protective devices at unauthorized railroad-highway crossing; 

apportionment to railroad; reimbursement; closure

COST APPORTIONMENTS
824.238 Division of costs between railroad and public authority
824.240 Payment when public highway involved
824.242 Apportionment of costs for installation of protective devices
824.244 Apportionment of costs for maintenance of protective devices
824.246 Apportionment of costs of crossing closure
824.248 Apportionments for crossings above or below grade
824.250 Apportionment when federal funds available
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824.252 Procedure when disagreement as to apportionment exists
824.254 Reimbursement procedure for railroad and public authority
824.256 Expense contributed by public held in trust by railroad company

EMPLOYEE SAFETY REGULATIONS
824.300 Required crews on trains; exception
824.302 Qualification of flagger
824.304 Guarding frogs, switches and guardrails
824.306 Shelter of car repairers
824.308 Railroads to provide first aid training for employees
824.310 Immunity from liability of persons providing first aid treatment

PASSENGER RAIL
824.400 Passenger rail plan
824.410 Quarterly report to Legislative Assembly
824.420 Cascades Rail Corridor
824.430 Annual report to Legislative Assembly

PENALTIES
824.990 Civil penalties
824.992 Criminal penalties
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FUNDS, ACCOUNTS AND FEES

 824.010 Annual fees payable by railroads; audit. (1) Subject to the provisions 
of subsections (3) and (4) of this section, each railroad shall pay to the Department 
of Transportation in each year, such fee as the department finds and determines to 
be necessary, with the amount of all other fees paid or payable to the department 
by such railroads in the current calendar year, to defray the costs of performing the 
duties imposed by law upon the department in respect to such railroads and to pay 
such amounts as may be necessary to obtain matching funds to implement the 
program referred to in ORS 824.058.
 (2) In each calendar year the percentage rate of the fee required to be paid shall 
be determined by orders entered by the department on or after March 1 of each 
year, and notice thereof shall be given to each railroad. Such railroad shall pay to 
the department the fee or portion thereof so computed upon the date specified 
in such notice, which date shall be at least 15 days after the date of mailing such 
notice.
 (3) Fifty percent of the cost of carrying out the duties, functions and powers 
imposed upon the department by ORS 824.200 to 824.256 shall be paid from the 
Grade Crossing Protection Account.
 (4) The department shall determine the gross operating revenues derived within 
this state in the preceding calendar year by Class I railroads as a whole and by 
other railroads individually subject to the following limitations:
 (a) The total of the fees payable by Class I railroads shall not exceed thirty-five 
hundredths of one percent of the combined gross operating revenues of Class I 
railroads derived within this state. The fee paid by each Class I railroad shall bear 
the same proportion to the total fees paid by Class I railroads as such railroad’s 
share of railroad-highway crossings, track miles and gross operating revenues 
derived within the state, weighted equally, bears to the total amount of Class I 
railroad-highway crossings within the state, track miles within the state and gross 
operating revenues derived within the state.
 (b) The fees payable by other railroads shall not exceed thirty-five hundredths of 
one percent of any such railroad’s gross operating revenues.
 (5) Payment of each fee or portion thereof provided for in subsections (1) to (4) 
of this section shall be accompanied by a statement verified by the railroad involved 
showing its gross operating revenues upon which such fee or portion thereof is 
computed. This statement shall be in such form and detail as the Department of 
Transportation shall prescribe and shall be subject to audit by the department. The 
department may refund any overpayment of any such fee in the same manner as 
other claims and expenses of the department are payable as provided by law. [1995 
c.733 §§29,30]

 824.012 Failure to pay fees; penalty. Every person who fails to pay any fees 
provided for in ORS 824.010 after they are due and payable shall, in addition to 
such fees, pay a penalty of two percent of such fees for each and every month 
or fraction thereof that they remain unpaid. If, in the judgment of the Department 
of Transportation, action is necessary to collect any unpaid fees or penalties, the 
department shall bring such action or take such proceedings as may be necessary 
thereon in the name of the State of Oregon in any court of competent jurisdiction, 
and be entitled to recover all costs and disbursements incurred therein. [1995 c.733 
§31]

 824.014 Railroad Fund; sources; use. (1) The Railroad Fund is established 
separate and distinct from the General Fund. Interest earned, if any, shall inure to 
the benefit of the Railroad Fund.
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 (2) All fees, penalties and other moneys collected by the Department of 
Transportation under ORS 824.010 and 824.012 shall be paid by the department 
into the State Treasury within 30 days after the collection thereof, and shall 
be placed by the State Treasurer to the credit of the Railroad Fund created by 
subsection (1) of this section. The fees, penalties and other moneys collected 
from railroads shall be used only for the purpose of paying the expenses of the 
department in performing the duties imposed by law upon the department in 
respect to railroads. [1995 c.733 §§31a,32; 2011 c.597 §307]

 824.016 State Rail Rehabilitation Fund; use. (1) The State Rail Rehabilitation 
Fund is established as an account in the General Fund of the State Treasury. 
All moneys in the account are appropriated continuously to the Department of 
Transportation for expenditures for any or all of the following:
 (a) Acquisition of a railroad line.
 (b) Rehabilitation or improvement of rail properties.
 (c) Planning for rail services.
 (d) Any other methods of reducing the costs of lost rail service in this state.
 (2) The program developed by the Department of Transportation under this 
section to provide funds for rail projects shall include:
 (a) Development of a formula for determining a minimum cost to benefit ratio 
necessary for project funding;
 (b) Supervision and monitoring of railroad acquisitions and the awarding of 
rehabilitation contracts;
 (c) Continuing inspection of all railroad rehabilitation projects; and
 (d) Auditing financial records of all railroad acquisition and rehabilitation projects.
 (3) The Department of Transportation shall provide funds for railroad projects 
under this section only with the approval of the Oregon Transportation Commission. 
[Formerly 760.620; 2005 c.612 §7]

 824.018 Grade Crossing Protection Account; use; limits. (1) There is 
established in the State Highway Fund an account to be known as the Grade 
Crossing Protection Account. There shall be credited to the account each fiscal 
year, from funds received by the State Highway Fund from the registration of 
vehicles and licensing of drivers under the Oregon Vehicle Code, the sum of 
$300,000 plus an amount equal to 50 percent of the cost of carrying out the duties, 
functions and powers imposed upon the Department of Transportation by ORS 
824.200 to 824.256. State-shared highway fund revenues for cities and counties, 
as well as Department of Transportation expenditures for the elimination of 
hazardous railroad-highway crossings, shall be computed and allocated prior to any 
appropriation or transfer to the account. The amount of $300,000 credited to the 
account is continuously appropriated and shall be expended for railroad-highway 
crossing safety as authorized by ORS 824.242 to 824.248 and subsection (2) of 
this section. The amount credited to the account for paying the cost of carrying out 
the duties, functions and powers of the department by ORS 824.200 to 824.256 
is transferred and appropriated to the Department of Transportation and shall be 
used as provided in ORS 824.010 (3). No more than $100,000 in the aggregate 
shall be allocated from the account in any one fiscal year for costs of construction, 
reconstruction, alteration or relocation of separated crossings; provided however 
the unapportioned amount in the Grade Crossing Protection Account at the end of 
each fiscal year may be allocated for costs of reconstruction, alteration or relocation 
of separated crossings.
 (2) Moneys credited to the account may also be allocated for such highway 
purposes as the Department of Transportation deems appropriate in order to 
enhance safety at railroad-highway crossings. The Department of Transportation 
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may allocate no more than $100,000 annually to railroads to defray the costs of 
maintenance of protective devices at railroad-highway crossings.
 (3) As used in this section, “highway,” “maintenance costs,” “protective device” 
and “railroad” have the meaning given those terms in ORS 824.200. [Formerly 
763.330; 1997 c.249 §245]

 824.019 Grade Crossing Safety Improvement Fund. (1) The Grade Crossing 
Safety Improvement Fund is established separate and distinct from the General 
Fund. Interest earned by the Grade Crossing Safety Improvement Fund shall be 
credited to the fund.
 (2) Notwithstanding ORS 823.991, all civil penalties collected under ORS 
824.222 and 824.223 shall be paid by the Department of Transportation into the 
State Treasury within 30 days after the collection thereof and shall be placed 
by the State Treasurer to the credit of the Grade Crossing Safety Improvement 
Fund. Moneys in the fund are continuously appropriated to the Department of 
Transportation for the purpose of grade crossing safety improvement projects. [2001 
c.909 §4]

 Note: 824.019 was enacted into law by the Legislative Assembly but was not 
added to or made a part of the Oregon Vehicle Code or any chapter or series 
therein by legislative action. See Preface to Oregon Revised Statutes for further 
explanation.

GENERAL PROVISIONS

 824.020 Definitions for ORS 824.020 to 824.042. As used in ORS 824.020 to 
824.042, unless the context requires otherwise:
 (1) “Class I railroad” has the meaning given that term in rules adopted by the 
Department of Transportation. The definition of “Class I railroad” in rules adopted 
by the Department of Transportation shall be consistent, insofar as practicable, with 
the definition of the term under federal law and regulations.
 (2) “Railroad” means all corporations, municipal corporations, counties, 
companies, individuals, associations of individuals and their lessees, trustees or 
receivers, that:
 (a) Own, operate by steam, electric or other motive power, manage or control all 
or part of any railroad or interurban railroad as a common or for hire carrier in this 
state, or cars or other equipment used thereon, or bridges, terminals or sidetracks 
used in connection therewith, whether owned or operated under a contract, 
agreement, lease or otherwise.
 (b) Are engaged in the ownership, management or control of terminals in this 
state, which corporations, municipal corporations, counties, companies, individuals 
and associations hereby are declared to be common and for hire carriers, or the 
transportation of property within this state by express. [Formerly 760.005]

 824.022 Applicability of ORS 824.020 to 824.042, 824.050 to 824.110 and 
824.200 to 824.256. (1) ORS 824.020 to 824.042, 824.050 to 824.110 and 824.200 
to 824.256 apply to:
 (a) The transportation of passengers and property.
 (b) The receiving, delivering, switching, storing, elevation and transfer in transit, 
ventilation, refrigeration and handling of such property, and all charges connected 
therewith.
 (c) All railroad, terminal, car, tank line, freight and freight line companies.
 (d) All associations of persons, whether incorporated or otherwise, that do 
business as common or for hire carriers upon or over any line of railroad within this 
state.
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 (e) Any common or for hire carrier engaged in the transportation of passengers 
or property wholly by rail or partly by rail and partly by water.
 (2) ORS 824.020 to 824.042 do not apply to logging or other private railroads 
not doing business as common carriers.
 (3) ORS 824.020 to 824.042 and 824.050 to 824.110 do not apply to 
corporations, companies, individuals, associations of individuals and their lessees, 
trustees or receivers that:
 (a) Are primarily involved in a business enterprise other than rail transportation;
 (b) Conduct rail operations 50 percent or more of which are for the purpose of 
providing transportation to the primary business enterprise;
 (c) Operate on less than 10 miles of track; and
 (d) Provide for hire rail transportation service to no more than five persons. 
[Formerly 760.010; 2021 c.630 §25]

 824.024 Procedure for construction of side lines and extensions. If any 
railway company owning or operating a railway within this state desires to construct 
any branch line or side line, or to build an extension of the main line, its board of 
directors shall adopt a resolution defining the branch, side line or extension, and 
designating the termini thereof, and shall cause a copy of such resolution, certified 
by its secretary, to be filed in the office of the Secretary of State, and in the office of 
each county clerk in or through whose county such branch or side line or extension 
is to be constructed. Thereupon such corporation has the right to build and 
construct such branch, side line or extension, and to exercise the right of eminent 
domain as provided by law, and the termini so designated in such resolution shall 
be a sufficient designation thereof for the purpose of exercising such right of 
eminent domain. [Formerly 760.060]

INSPECTORS; REPORTS

 824.026 Railway inspectors required; powers and duties. (1) The 
Department of Transportation shall employ at least three full-time railroad 
inspectors to assist the department as the department may prescribe in:
 (a) Inquiring into any neglect or violation of and enforcing any law of this state or 
any law or ordinance of any municipality thereof relating to railroad safety;
 (b) Inquiring into any neglect or violation of and enforcing any rule, regulation, 
requirement, order, term or condition issued by the department relating to railroad 
safety; and
 (c) Conducting any investigative, surveillance and enforcement activities that 
the department is authorized to conduct under federal law in connection with any 
federal law, rule, regulation, order or standard relating to railroad safety.
 (2) A railroad inspector may inspect any train and the contents thereof that the 
railroad inspector reasonably believes is being operated in violation of any law, 
ordinance, rule, regulation, requirement, order, standard, term or condition referred 
to in subsection (1) of this section. [Formerly 760.070; 2021 c.630 §26]

 824.028 [Formerly 760.075; repealed by 2007 c.93 §1]

 824.030 Annual report to department; penalty. (1) Every railroad shall 
annually, on or before May 1, unless additional time is granted, file with the 
Department of Transportation a report verified by a duly authorized officer, in such 
form and containing such information as the department shall prescribe, covering 
the year ending December 31 next preceding.
 (2) Any railroad failing to make such report shall forfeit to the state, for each 
day’s default, a sum not to exceed $100, to be recovered in a civil action in the 
name of the State of Oregon. [Formerly 760.305]
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ACQUISITION OR ABANDONMENT OF LINES

 824.040 Government acquisition of lines; permitted actions. (1) The State of 
Oregon, a city, county, county service district, mass transit district organized under 
ORS 267.010 to 267.394, a transportation district organized under ORS 267.510 to 
267.650 or a port may acquire, own, reconstruct, rehabilitate, operate or maintain a 
railroad line for the benefit and use of its inhabitants and for profit.
 (2) In the exercise of the power granted under subsection (1) of this section, 
this state, a city, county, county service district, mass transit district, transportation 
district or port may:
 (a) Acquire, by purchase or otherwise, own, reconstruct, rehabilitate or operate 
a railroad as described in subsection (1) of this section within and outside its 
boundaries and the boundaries of this state and running from the city, county, 
district or port to other points within and outside its boundaries and the boundaries 
of this state.
 (b) Acquire rights of way, easements or real property within and outside its 
boundaries and the boundaries of this state when necessary or convenient for the 
acquisition and operation of the railroad line.
 (c) Enter into contracts with any person for the reconstruction, rehabilitation, 
operation or maintenance of the railroad line by such person for the city, county, 
district or port.
 (3) Nothing in this section shall be construed as expanding or diminishing the 
power of eminent domain conferred upon public bodies, designated in subsection 
(1) of this section, by ORS 368.116 or any other provision of law. [Formerly 760.610]

 Note: 824.040 was added to and made a part of ORS chapters 823, 824, 825 
and 826 by legislative action but was not added to ORS chapter 824 or any series 
therein. See Preface to Oregon Revised Statutes for further explanation.

 824.042 Department to participate in contested abandonment proceedings. 
The Department of Transportation shall participate before the appropriate federal 
agency in all contested railroad line abandonment proceedings involving the 
proposed abandonment of any railroad line in this state. Prior to such participation, 
the department shall consult with public entities and users of railroad service 
affected by the proposed abandonment. [Formerly 760.630]

SAFETY PROGRAM STANDARD

 824.045 Department establishment of state safety oversight program for 
rail fixed guideway public transportation system; fee; rules. (1) Subject to 
ORS 479.950, the Department of Transportation, by rule, shall establish a state 
safety oversight program that applies to all rail fixed guideway public transportation 
systems in Oregon that are not subject to regulation by the Federal Railroad 
Administration.
 (2) For purposes of 49 U.S.C. 5329(e), the department is designated as the 
state safety oversight agency to monitor compliance with the program for rail fixed 
guideway public transportation systems that are not subject to regulation by the 
Federal Railroad Administration. The state safety oversight agency and rules:
 (a) Shall implement the state safety oversight program in compliance with the 
requirements of 49 U.S.C. 5329.
 (b) Shall review, approve, oversee and enforce the implementation, by the owner 
and operator of a rail fixed guideway public transportation system, of the public 
transportation agency safety plan adopted pursuant to 49 U.S.C. 5329(d).
 (c) Shall inspect, investigate and enforce the safety of rail fixed guideway public 
transportation systems.
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 (d) Shall audit rail fixed guideway public transportation systems for compliance 
with the public transportation agency safety plan.
 (e) May investigate any hazard or risk that threatens the safety of a rail fixed 
guideway public transportation system.
 (f) May investigate any event involving a rail fixed guideway public transportation 
system.
 (g) May investigate any allegation of noncompliance with a transit agency safety 
plan.
 (3) The department shall implement the state safety oversight program for rail 
fixed guideway public transportation systems that are not subject to regulation by 
the Federal Railroad Administration and that are not subject to 49 U.S.C. 5329.
 (4) Unless prohibited by federal law, the department shall set an annual fee 
for owners and operators of rail fixed guideway public transportation systems to 
defray the costs of the state safety oversight program and the costs associated with 
department responsibilities under ORS 267.230 (2). The department shall establish 
by rule the manner and timing of the collection of the fee.
 (5) Fees collected by the department that are in excess of the combined actual 
cost of the state safety oversight program and the costs associated with department 
responsibilities under ORS 267.230 (2) shall be refunded to owners and operators 
of rail fixed guideway public transportation systems within one year following the 
end of the fiscal year in which the department collected the excess fees. In lieu of 
a refund, an owner or operator of a rail fixed guideway public transportation system 
may choose to have the excess fees credited against the subsequent year’s fee 
payment. [1995 c.29 §3; 1997 c.275 §43; 2001 c.522 §11; 2015 c.489 §1; 2017 c.46 
§2]

FACILITIES AND TRACKS

 824.050 Inspection of, recommendations on and orders concerning 
railroad equipment and facilities. (1) Except as provided in subsection (2) of 
this section, the Department of Transportation shall examine and inspect the 
physical condition of all railroad facilities in the state, including roadbeds, stations 
and equipment. Whenever it appears from such inspection that the safety of the 
public or the employees of such railroad may be threatened, notice of the condition 
or practice under investigation shall be given to the railroad and any person 
responsible for the maintenance or use of the railroad facility. If such condition or 
practice is not corrected to the department’s satisfaction, the department shall 
set the matter for hearing. Following such hearing the department shall order the 
railroad or person responsible for the maintenance or use of the railroad facility to 
make any repairs, alterations, or changes necessary to correct or eliminate any 
condition or practice found to threaten the safety of the public or the employees 
of the railroad. If in the opinion of the Department of Transportation a condition or 
practice is so hazardous as to place the employees of the railroad in immediate 
danger the department may issue, after hearing, upon 48 hours’ written notice given 
the railroad, an order prohibiting the use of the facility until such time as necessary 
repair, alterations or changes are made.
 (2) This section does not apply to a penalty imposed under ORS 824.090 or 
824.992 (7) and (8). [Formerly 761.120; 1997 c.275 §12]

 824.052 Track clearances. The Department of Transportation, upon own motion 
or upon application of any person, and with or without hearing:
 (1) May enter an order prescribing standard track clearances for railroads.
 (2) Upon finding good cause, may enter an order granting authority for a railroad 
to operate at particular points with clearances different from those prescribed as 
standard track clearances. [Formerly 761.180]
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 824.054 Cooperation with federal agencies on matters of safety; disclosure 
of reports if required by federal law. (1) The Department of Transportation may 
cooperate with, make certifications to, and enter agreements with the Secretary of 
Transportation of the United States, or any other federal agency with jurisdiction 
over railroads, under the Federal Railroad Safety Act of 1970, as amended through 
the effective date of that Act.
 (2) The Department of Transportation may assume responsibility for and carry 
out on behalf of the Secretary of Transportation of the United States, or any other 
federal agency with jurisdiction over railroads, regulatory jurisdiction over the safety 
practices applicable to railroad facilities and operations in Oregon not otherwise 
subject to the jurisdiction of any other agency of this state.
 (3) Notwithstanding any other provisions of law to the contrary, the Department 
of Transportation shall make public such reports as are required to be made public 
under the Federal Railroad Safety Act of 1970, as amended through the effective 
date of that Act and shall provide such information as is required thereunder to the 
Secretary of Transportation of the United States. [Formerly 761.190]

 824.056 Walkway standards; rules; variances. (1) The Department of 
Transportation, upon the department’s motion or upon application of any person, 
shall adopt rules that prescribe standards for walkways alongside railroad tracks 
where necessary for the safety of railroad employees.
 (2) The department may for good cause shown permit variances from the 
standards so prescribed. [Formerly 761.200; 1997 c.275 §13]

 824.058 Track improvement and rehabilitation program. The Department of 
Transportation may:
 (1) Identify segments of railroad track in this state that:
 (a) Are abandoned, threatened with abandonment or have physical 
characteristics that reduce freight service; and
 (b) Have the potential for providing renewed, continued or improved rail service 
that would benefit the state or community beyond the cost involved.
 (2) Develop and implement programs to encourage improvement of service over 
segments of railroad track identified under subsection (1) of this section.
 (3) With the prior approval of the Oregon Transportation Commission, enter into 
agreements with the United States Government, a political subdivision in this state 
or any person to:
 (a) Continue existing rail service on a segment of railroad track identified under 
subsection (1) of this section;
 (b) Acquire a segment of railroad track identified under subsection (1) of this 
section to maintain existing or provide for future rail service;
 (c) Rehabilitate or improve, to the extent necessary to permit more adequate 
and efficient rail service, railroad property on a segment of railroad track identified 
under subsection (1) of this section; or
 (d) Provide funding for less expensive alternatives to rail service over a segment 
of railroad track identified under subsection (1) of this section.
 (4) Do any act required of this state under rules adopted by the United States 
Secretary of Transportation under section 1654, title 49, United States Code, for 
allocation and distribution of funds to any state under section 1654, title 49, United 
States Code, for preserving or improving rail freight service in this state. [Formerly 
761.205]

 Note: 824.058 was added to and made a part of ORS chapters 823, 824, 825 
and 826 by legislative action but was not added to ORS chapter 824 or any series 
therein. See Preface to Oregon Revised Statutes for further explanation.
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EQUIPMENT

 824.060 First aid kits and fire extinguishers required on locomotives; 
temporary exemptions. (1) Every locomotive of every railroad operating in this 
state shall be equipped with a first aid kit.

 (2) All locomotives shall be equipped with fire extinguishers meeting the 
following requirements:

 (a) Each locomotive shall have at least one portable fire extinguisher.

 (b) Fire extinguishers may be of a foam, dry chemical or carbon dioxide type.

 (c) The fire extinguishers in each locomotive shall provide a minimum capacity 
of one and one-quarter gallons or five pounds. More than one fire extinguisher may 
be used to comply with the minimum capacity requirement under this paragraph.

 (d) Fire extinguishers shall be placed in readily accessible locations.

 (e) Fire extinguishers shall be maintained in working order.

 (3) A railroad may apply for a temporary exemption from the provisions of 
subsection (2) of this section. The Department of Transportation will consider the 
application of the railroad for a temporary exemption when accompanied by a 
full statement of the conditions existing and the reasons for the exemption. Any 
exemption so granted will be limited to a stated period of time. [Formerly 761.315; 
2021 c.630 §27]

 824.062 Equipment required on track motor cars. (1) Every person operating 
or controlling any railroad which is a common carrier shall equip each of its track 
motor cars operating during the period 30 minutes before sunset and 30 minutes 
after sunrise with:
 (a) An electric headlight of sufficient candle power to enable the operator of 
the car to plainly discern any track obstruction, landmark, warning sign or grade 
crossing at a distance not less than 300 feet.
 (b) A red rear electric light with sufficient candle power to be plainly visible at a 
distance not less than 300 feet.
 (c) A windshield equipped with a device, which must be kept in good working 
order, with which the operator can clean rain, snow and other moisture from the 
windshield.
 (d) A canopy or top adequate to protect the occupants of the car from sun, rain, 
snow or other inclement weather.
 (2) As used in this section, “track motor car” means all power-propelled speeders 
and motor cars which can be lifted on and off the track by hand. [Formerly 761.320]

 824.064 Self-propelled vehicles used in yards or terminals. (1) No railroad 
shall permit or require an employee to use a self-propelled vehicle in its yards or 
terminals for inspecting trains, equipment or facilities or transporting employees 
or materials for the repair of trains, equipment or facilities, unless the vehicle is 
designed, constructed and operated in accordance with the safety orders and 
regulations adopted under ORS 654.001 to 654.170 and 654.202 to 654.216.
 (2) As used in subsection (1) of this section, “railroad” means a railroad as 
defined by ORS 824.020 and 824.022. [Formerly 761.325]

 Note: 824.064 was added to and made a part of ORS chapters 823, 824, 825 
and 826 by legislative action but was not added to ORS chapter 824 or any series 
therein. See Preface to Oregon Revised Statutes for further explanation.
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 824.066 Helper unit operation restrictions. (1) Except for operation in its 
yards or terminals, no railroad shall permit or require a helper unit that is not 
attached to a train to be operated with a crew of fewer than two people.
 (2) As used in this section, “helper unit” means a locomotive power unit placed 
near the middle of or at the rear of a train to help the train traverse steep grades.
 (3) A violation of this section is a Class A violation. [Formerly 761.331; 1999 
c.1051 §231]

 824.068 Water quality standards for locomotives. (1) The Department of 
Transportation shall prescribe standards for water quality on railroad locomotives in 
this state.
 (2) The department may for good cause shown permit variances from the 
standards so prescribed. [Formerly 761.365; 2021 c.630 §9]

HAZARDOUS MATERIALS

 824.080 “Hazardous materials” defined. As used in ORS 824.082 to 824.090 
“hazardous materials” means those substances designated by the Department of 
Transportation pursuant to ORS 824.086 (1). [Formerly 761.370]

 824.082 Notice of movement of hazardous materials; confidentiality of 
notice information. (1) Before transporting hazardous materials into this state 
or from a railroad terminal located within this state, a railroad shall, as soon as 
reasonably possible after it has notice of such train movement, provide such 
notification thereof as the Department of Transportation determines pursuant to 
ORS 824.086. If the information necessary for the notification is not available before 
beginning the train movement, or if hazardous materials are added to the train while 
en route, notification shall be given as soon as the information is available. For 
the purposes of this subsection, “train movement” does not include a switching or 
transfer movement.
 (2) Except to the extent that the Department of Transportation determines is 
necessary to provide for the safe transportation of the hazardous materials, the 
department, an employee of the department and any person receiving information 
pursuant to this section shall not divulge or make known the information contained 
in the notification at any time before or during the transportation of the hazardous 
materials for which the notification is provided. [Formerly 761.380]

 824.084 Visual external inspections required on cars standing in rail yards 
or stations more than two hours. Each railcar containing hazardous materials 
for which an “Explosives A,” “Flammable Gas” or “Poison Gas” placard is required 
by federal regulation, and which remains in a rail yard or station for more than two 
hours shall be visually inspected externally by the transporting railroad within two 
hours of the car’s arrival and within two hours prior to the car’s departure. [Formerly 
761.395]

 824.086 Designation of hazardous materials and notice requirements; 
rules. After consultation with the State Fire Marshal the Department of 
Transportation shall determine:
 (1) What material and quantity thereof the transportation of which is hazardous to 
public health, safety or welfare and shall designate by rule such materials and quantities as 
hazardous materials. In defining hazardous materials the department shall adopt definitions in 
conformity with the federal rules and regulations. Rules adopted under this subsection shall be 
applicable to any person who transports, or causes to be transported, any hazardous material.
 (2) What notification required by ORS 824.082 (1) is necessary to provide for the safe 
transportation of hazardous materials, including but not limited to the time, content and man-
ner of notification. [Formerly 761.400]
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 824.088 Notifying Oregon Department of Emergency Management of 
reportable incident, derailments and fires; radio gear. (1) Each railroad that 
gives notice to the United States Department of Transportation of an incident that 
occurs during the course of transporting hazardous materials as defined by federal 
regulations shall also give notice of the incident to the Director of the Oregon 
Department of Emergency Management.
 (2) As soon as reasonably practicable, each railroad shall notify the director by 
telephone or similar means of communication of any derailment or fire involving or 
affecting hazardous material.
 (3) To facilitate expedited and accurate notice to the director under this section, 
each train transporting hazardous materials in this state shall be equipped with at 
least two radio transmitter-receivers in good working order. In addition, trains over 
2,000 feet in length that are transporting hazardous materials shall be equipped 
with a radio handset in good working order capable of communicating with the radio 
transmitter-receivers. If the equipment required under this section does not function 
while the train is en route, the train may proceed to the next point of crew change 
where the equipment shall be replaced or repaired. [Formerly 761.405; 2007 c.740 
§40; 2021 c.539 §77; 2021 c.630 §28]

 Note: The amendments to 824.088 by section 77, chapter 539, Oregon Laws 
2021, become operative July 1, 2022. See section 155, chapter 539, Oregon Laws 
2021. The text that is operative until July 1, 2022, including amendments by section 
28, chapter 630, Oregon Laws 2021, is set forth for the user’s convenience.

 824.088. (1) Each railroad that gives notice to the United States Department 
of Transportation of an incident that occurs during the course of transporting 
hazardous materials as defined by federal regulations shall also give notice of the 
incident to the Director of the Office of Emergency Management.
 (2) As soon as reasonably practicable, each railroad shall notify the director by 
telephone or similar means of communication of any derailment or fire involving or 
affecting hazardous material.
 (3) To facilitate expedited and accurate notice to the director under this section, 
each train transporting hazardous materials in this state shall be equipped with at 
least two radio transmitter-receivers in good working order. In addition, trains over 
2,000 feet in length that are transporting hazardous materials shall be equipped 
with a radio handset in good working order capable of communicating with the radio 
transmitter-receivers. If the equipment required under this section does not function 
while the train is en route, the train may proceed to the next point of crew change 
where the equipment shall be replaced or repaired.

 824.090 Department of Transportation to set standards for safe 
transportation of hazardous wastes; rules; civil penalty. (1) The Department 
of Transportation shall adopt rules setting standards for the safe transportation of 
hazardous wastes, as defined in ORS 466.005, by all transporters.
 (2) The authority granted under this section:
 (a) Is in addition to any other authority granted the department.
 (b) Does not supersede the authority of the Energy Facility Siting Council to 
regulate the transportation of radioactive materials under ORS 469.550, 469.563, 
469.603 to 469.619 and 469.992.
 (3) In addition to any other penalty for violation of a rule adopted under this 
section, the department, in the manner provided in ORS 183.745, may impose 
a civil penalty of not more than $10,000 for violation of a rule adopted under this 
section. Each day of noncompliance with a rule is a separate violation.
 (4) As used in this section, “transporter” has the meaning given that term in ORS 
466.005. [Formerly 761.415; 1997 c.275 §14]
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 824.092 Disclosure of hazardous waste reports and information to 
Environmental Protection Agency. Records, reports and information obtained or 
used by the Department of Transportation in administering the hazardous waste 
program under ORS 824.090 shall be available to the United States Environmental 
Protection Agency upon request. If the records, reports or information has been 
submitted to the department under a claim of confidentiality, the state shall 
make that claim of confidentiality to the Environmental Protection Agency for 
the requested records, reports or information. The federal agency shall treat 
the records, reports or information that is subject to the confidentiality claim as 
confidential in accordance with applicable federal law. [Formerly 761.421]

CABOOSE REQUIREMENTS

 824.100 Definitions for ORS 824.102 to 824.110. As used in ORS 824.102 to 
824.110:
 (1) “Caboose” means any car or coach used on a train to carry a train crew.
 (2) “Marker” means any lamp providing illumination by electrical power which is 
designed to be displayed on a railroad car or coach for safety purposes.
 (3) “Terminal” means a system of tracks, the boundaries of which are set by a 
railroad for the purpose of coupling or uncoupling cars. [Formerly 761.600]

 824.102 Application of requirements. The provisions of ORS 824.102 to 
824.110 shall apply to all cabooses except those used in terminal service or in 
road service for a distance not to exceed three miles, and shall not apply to logging 
railways. [Formerly 761.605; 1999 c.59 §246]

 824.104 [Subsection (1) formerly 761.620; subsection (2) formerly 761.625; 
repealed by 2021 c.630 §129]

 824.106 Use of noncomplying caboose prohibited; equipment failure; 
repair. A caboose shall not be placed in service unless it is in compliance with all 
of the provisions of ORS 824.102 to 824.110 relating to required equipment and 
standards of maintenance. In the event a failure of required equipment or standards 
of maintenance occurs after a caboose has departed from a terminal and a member 
of the train crew has boarded the caboose, the railroad operating the caboose 
shall not be deemed to be in violation of ORS 824.102 to 824.110 if such failure 
of equipment or standard of maintenance is corrected at the first point at which 
maintenance supplies are available or, in the case of repairs, the first point at which 
repair facilities are available and repairs can reasonably be made or the defective 
equipment replaced. [Formerly 761.630; 1999 c.59 §247]

 824.108 Register for reporting failures of equipment or maintenance 
standards; rules for use. A register for the reporting of failures of required 
equipment or standards of maintenance shall be maintained on all cabooses. The 
register shall contain sufficient space to record the dates and particulars of each 
failure. The Department of Transportation shall provide rules for the use of this 
register, including a requirement that the record of reported failures be maintained 
not less than 80 days from the date of the most recent failure. [Formerly 761.635]

 824.110 Administrative authority of department; rules. The Department of 
Transportation shall regulate and enforce all sections of ORS 824.102 to 824.110 
and shall promulgate all rules necessary for the enforcement of ORS 824.102 to 
824.110. [Formerly 761.640; 1999 c.59 §248]

 824.112 [Subsections (1) to (4) formerly 761.900; subsections (5) to (8) formerly 
761.905; 1997 c.249 §246; 1997 c.275 §15a; renumbered 824.990 in 1997]
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 824.114 [Subsections (1) to (5) formerly 761.990; subsection (6) formerly 
761.992; subsections (7) and (8) formerly 761.994; 1997 c.249 §248; renumbered 
824.992 in 1997]

RAILROAD CROSSINGS

 824.200 Definitions for 824.200 to 824.256. As used in ORS 824.200 to 
824.256, unless the context requires otherwise:
 (1) “High speed rail system” means a fixed guideway passenger transportation 
system capable of transporting passengers at speeds exceeding 79 miles per hour 
and connecting two or more urban areas, including but not limited to any such 
system that utilizes or incorporates, in whole or in part, existing rail transportation 
facilities and any necessary upgrades of or modifications to existing rail 
transportation facilities.
 (2) “Highway” includes all roads, streets, alleys, avenues, boulevards, parkways 
and other places in this state actually open and in use, or to be opened and used 
for travel by the public.
 (3) “Installation costs,” when used in the context of protective devices, includes 
costs of acquiring, assembling and rendering operational the device and its 
attendant controls, circuitry and fail-safe mechanisms.
 (4) “Maintenance costs,” when used in the context of protective devices, includes 
preventive maintenance, repair and replacement of the device and its attendant 
controls, circuitry and fail-safe mechanisms.
 (5) “Protective device” means a sign, signal, gate or other device to warn or 
protect the public, installed at or in advance of a railroad-highway crossing.
 (6) Except in proceedings under ORS 824.236, “public authority in interest” 
means the state, county, municipal or other governmental body with jurisdiction 
over the highway crossing the railroad track. In proceedings under ORS 824.236, 
“public authority in interest” means the county, municipal or other governmental 
body that has primary zoning authority over the lands served by the crossing.
 (7) “Railroad” has the meaning given that term in ORS 824.020, and includes 
logging and other private railroads.
 (8) “Railroad company” includes every corporation, company, association, joint 
stock association, partnership or person, and their lessees, trustees or receivers, 
appointed by any court whatsoever, owning, operating, controlling or managing any 
railroad.
 (9) “Unauthorized railroad-highway crossing” means a crossing at grade that is 
actually open and in use, or to be opened and used for travel by the public, and that 
has not been authorized under ORS 824.204. [Formerly 763.010; 2005 c.22 §517]

 824.202 Policy; authority vested in state and department. It is the policy 
of this state to achieve uniform and coordinated regulation of railroad-highway 
crossings and to eliminate crossings at grade wherever possible. To these ends, 
authority to control and regulate the construction, alteration, and protection of 
railroad-highway crossings is vested exclusively in the state, and in the Department 
of Transportation as provided in ORS 824.200 to 824.256. [Formerly 763.013]

 824.204 Authority to construct grade crossings; protective devices. (1) 
Except for the repair of lawfully existing roads and highways or the replacement of 
tracks, no highway shall be constructed across the track of any railroad company 
at grade, nor shall the track of any railroad company be constructed across a 
highway at grade, without having first secured the permission of the Department of 
Transportation.
 (2) Whenever any railroad company desires to cross any established and 
existing highway at grade or any public authority desires to lay out and extend any 
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highway over and across any established and existing railroad at grade, it shall file 
with the department its application setting forth the objections and difficulties of 
making such crossing either above or below the grade of the existing highway or 
railroad.
 (3) Upon receipt of the above application the department, after hearing, unless a 
hearing is not required under ORS 824.214, shall:
 (a) Determine whether the public safety, public convenience and general welfare 
require a grade separation; and
 (b) In the event a grade separation is not required, determine whether the 
application should be refused or granted, and upon what terms and conditions.
 (4) If the grade crossing is approved, the department shall determine and 
prescribe the manner of its construction, maintenance and use, the kind and 
location of protective devices to be installed, the allocation of costs and the place of 
the crossing. [Formerly 763.020]

 824.206 Elimination, relocation or alteration of grade crossing; installation 
or alteration of protective devices. (1) The Department of Transportation may, 
upon its own motion or upon application by a railroad or the public authority in 
interest, subsequent to a hearing, unless a hearing is not required under ORS 
824.214, and upon finding that such action is required by the public safety, 
necessity, convenience and general welfare:
 (a) Eliminate a grade crossing by relocation of the highway;
 (b) Alter or abolish any grade crossing or change the location thereof, or require 
a separation of grades at any such crossing;
 (c) Alter or change any existing crossing at separated grades; and
 (d) Require installation or alteration of protective devices.
 (2) The department shall prescribe the time and manner of such alteration, 
change, installation or alteration, and the terms and conditions thereof. [Formerly 
763.030; 1997 c.249 §250; 1997 c.275 §16]

 824.208 Authority to fix speeds and regulate sounding of train warning 
devices at crossings. (1) The power to fix and regulate the speed of railway trains 
and to regulate the sounding of railway train warning devices at public railroad-
highway crossings is vested exclusively in the state.
 (2) Upon petition of any public authority in interest or of any railroad or upon the 
Department of Transportation’s own motion, the Department of Transportation shall, 
after due investigation and hearing, unless a hearing is not required under ORS 
824.214 enter an order fixing and regulating the speed of railway trains or regulating 
the sounding of railway train warning devices.
 (3) The speed limits fixed by the department shall be maximum speed limits and 
shall be commensurate with the hazards presented and the practical operation of 
the trains. [Formerly 763.035]

 824.210 Construction and alteration of crossings above or below grade. 
No highway shall be constructed across the track of any railroad company above 
or below grade, nor shall the track of any railroad company be constructed across 
a highway above or below grade, without having first secured the permission of the 
Department of Transportation. If permission is granted, the department shall, after 
a hearing, unless hearing is not required under ORS 824.214, prescribe the terms 
and conditions upon which such crossing shall be made and shall allocate the cost 
of construction and maintenance. [Formerly 763.040]

 824.212 Specifications for construction and maintenance of crossings; 
application of specifications; priorities; compliance. (1) The Department of 
Transportation shall adopt regulations prescribing specifications for the construction 
and maintenance of railroad-highway crossings, both at grade level and at 
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separated grades. The specifications shall be developed in consultation with 
representatives of cities and counties and shall conform to nationally recognized 
and commonly used standards to ensure that the crossings are constructed and 
maintained in a manner that conforms to the public safety, necessity, convenience 
and general welfare, including but not limited to the projected transportation needs.
 (2) Specifications for separate crossings adopted under subsection (1) of 
this section do not apply to crossings in existence on the effective date of the 
regulation prescribing the specifications. However, within a reasonable period after 
the effective date, crossings shall be altered or reconstructed to comply with the 
regulations in effect at the time of the alteration or reconstruction.
 (3) Priorities for such alterations or reconstruction shall be established by 
the Department of Transportation, based upon the expressed need of the public 
authority in interest, and upon such other factors as danger or inconvenience to 
motorists, age of the structure, frequency of reported accidents and degree of 
noncompliance with regulations.
 (4) If the public authority in interest or the railroad company fails to so alter or 
reconstruct a crossing, the department, after following the procedures specified in 
ORS chapter 183 for contested cases, may order the alteration or reconstruction 
and proceed in accordance with ORS 824.216. [Formerly 763.055; 1997 c.249 
§251; 1997 c.275 §17]

 824.214 Procedure to obtain permission for crossings; rules. (1) 
Proceedings to carry out ORS 824.204, 824.206, 824.210 to 824.218, 824.224, 
824.226 to 824.230, 824.238, 824.240 and 824.256, including the right to 
review any order of the Department of Transportation, shall be those specified in 
ORS chapter 183 for contested cases. If the final order of the department, in a 
proceeding initiated under ORS 824.206 or 824.226 by a city or county, is appealed 
and the city or county prevails, it shall be entitled to costs and reasonable attorney 
fees.
 (2) The department may adopt rules to govern the procedure, and to regulate 
the mode and manner of all investigations under ORS 824.204, 824.206, 824.210 
to 824.218, 824.224, 824.226 to 824.230, 824.238, 824.240 and 824.256.
 (3) The authority granted the department by ORS 824.200 to 824.256 is in 
addition to and not in lieu of the authority of any city, county or other political 
subdivision of the state to use other remedies and procedures to provide public 
highways for the traveling public. [Formerly 763.080; 1997 c.249 §252; 1997 c.275 
§18]

 824.216 Procedure to compel compliance with orders. (1) The railroad 
company, public authority or person to whom an order of the Department of 
Transportation is directed under ORS 824.200 to 824.256 shall comply with such 
order within such reasonable time as may be prescribed by the department. In case 
of failure to comply, the department shall thereupon take proceedings to compel 
obedience to such order.
 (2) The circuit court has power in case of all such orders by the department 
to compel obedience therewith by mandamus, brought in the name of the state, 
subject, however, to appeal to the Court of Appeals in the same manner and 
with like effect as provided in cases of appeal from the order of the circuit court. 
[Formerly 763.090; 1997 c.275 §19]

 824.218 Work and materials furnished by railroad company; supervision 
of work. All work and the material for work done under ORS 824.200, 824.204, 
824.206, 824.210 to 824.218, 824.226 to 824.230, 824.238, 824.240 and 824.256 
within the limits of railroad rights of way shall, if the railroad company so desires, 
be furnished and done by the railroad company. However, the Department of 
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Transportation shall have supervision of the work and may decide the kind of 
material to be used. [Formerly 763.100; 1997 c.249 §253]

 824.220 Protective devices; rules. The Department of Transportation shall 
adopt rules prescribing specifications for the design and location of protective 
devices. [Formerly 763.110; 1997 c.249 §254]

 824.222 Authority over duration that grade crossing may be blocked; 
penalty. (1) The power to fix and regulate the length of time a public railroad-
highway grade crossing may be blocked by railroad equipment is vested exclusively 
in the state.
 (2)(a) Upon petition of the public authority in interest, or of any railroad or upon 
the Department of Transportation’s own motion, the department shall, after due 
investigation and hearing, unless hearing is not required under ORS 824.214, enter 
an order fixing and regulating the length of time a public railroad-highway grade 
crossing may be blocked by railroad equipment.
 (b) Upon petition of a person, the department shall investigate and may hold 
a hearing and, following a hearing, may enter an order fixing and regulating the 
length of time a public railroad-highway grade crossing may be blocked by railroad 
equipment.
 (3) The time limits fixed by the department shall be maximum time limits and 
shall be commensurate with reasonable requirements of train and vehicular traffic 
operations.
 (4) Violation of a time limit fixed by the department under this section is 
punishable by a civil penalty of not less than $100 nor more than $3,000 for each 
offense. [Formerly 763.120; 2001 c.909 §1]

 824.223 Authority to regulate distance from grade crossing at which 
railroad may stop or park equipment; penalty. (1) The power to regulate the 
distance from a public railroad-highway grade crossing at which a railroad may stop 
or park equipment is vested exclusively in the state.
 (2)(a) Upon petition of the public authority in interest, or of any railroad or upon 
the Department of Transportation’s own motion, the department shall, after due 
investigation and hearing, unless hearing is not required under ORS 824.214, enter 
an order establishing a safe distance from a public railroad-highway grade crossing 
at which a railroad may stop or park equipment.
 (b) Upon petition of a person, the department shall investigate and may hold a 
hearing and, following a hearing, may enter an order establishing a safe distance 
from a public railroad-highway grade crossing at which a railroad may stop or park 
equipment.
 (3) In determining what constitutes a safe distance under subsection (2) of this 
section, the department shall consider issues including, but not limited to, hazards 
associated with public railroad-highway grade crossings that do not have active 
protective devices.
 (4) Violation of an order issued under subsection (2) of this section is punishable 
by a civil penalty of not less than $100 nor more than $3,000 for each offense. [2001 
c.909 §3]

 824.224 When stop signs are to be installed by railroad; exemption; grade 
crossing alteration, relocation or closure. (1) At every farm or private grade 
crossing of a railroad where no automatic grade crossing protective device is 
installed, the railroad shall cause to be installed and maintained, as a means of 
protecting the crossing, one or more stop signs.
 (2) The Department of Transportation shall, after hearing, unless hearing is not 
required under ORS 824.214, prescribe the number, type and location of the stop 
signs and may exempt a farm or private grade crossing if the department finds 
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that the installation of such sign or signs at the crossing would create a hazard or 
dangerous condition that would not otherwise exist.
 (3) After notice to any affected landowner and opportunity for a hearing, unless a 
hearing is not required under ORS 824.214, the Department of Transportation may 
alter, relocate or close any farm or private grade crossing on any line designated as 
a high speed rail system.
 (4) If the department decides to alter, relocate or close a farm or private 
grade crossing in such a manner as to constitute a taking of private property, the 
department shall exercise its power of eminent domain to acquire such property as 
is necessary to carry out the decision. A department order under this subsection 
shall constitute a resolution of necessity for exercise of the department’s power of 
eminent domain.
 (5) If the department exercises its power of eminent domain under subsection 
(4) of this section, the department shall use any combination of state or federal 
funds allocated for high speed rail systems to pay any settlement with or judgment 
in favor of an owner of a farm or private grade crossing. The department shall have 
discretion to determine whether to reach a settlement with an owner of a farm or 
private grade crossing.
 (6) The costs of implementing a department order issued under subsection (3) 
of this section shall be apportioned to any combination of state or federal funds 
specifically allocated for high speed rail systems as the department determines 
appropriate in order to eliminate farm or private grade crossings or to enhance 
safety at such crossings. [Formerly 763.130; 1997 c.249 §255; 1997 c.275 §20]

 824.226 Dangerous grade crossings; notice; hearing; order to install 
protective devices; apportioning of cost. (1) The Department of Transportation 
on its own motion may, or upon application by the common council or mayor of 
any city, or any county judge or county commissioner or county roadmaster, or by 
five or more residents and taxpayers in any city, county or road district to the effect 
that a public highway and a railroad cross one another in such city, county or road 
district at the same level, and that such grade crossing is unsafe and dangerous to 
travelers over such highway or railroad, shall, give notice to the railroad company, 
of the filing of such application, and furnish a copy of the same to the railroad 
company, and order a hearing thereon in the manner provided for contested case 
hearings under ORS chapter 183.
 (2) If upon such hearing it appears to the satisfaction of the department that the 
crossing complained of is unsafe and dangerous to human life, the department may 
order the crossing closed or order and direct the railroad or public authority to install 
and maintain proper protective devices, and establish a date by which such devices 
are to be installed and placed into operation. The department shall apportion the 
installation and maintenance costs thereof in accordance with ORS 824.242 to 
824.246, and, notwithstanding the provisions of ORS chapter 183, shall suspend 
the effective date of the order until the public authority in interest has consented to 
the apportionment and has agreed to comply therewith. [Formerly 763.170; 1997 
c.275 §21]

 824.228 Procedure for determining mode of track crossing of intersecting 
railroads. (1) Whenever it becomes necessary for the track of one railroad to cross 
the track of another railroad, the Department of Transportation shall ascertain and 
define either on the application of a railroad or on its own motion and after notice to 
the affected railroads, in the manner provided for contested cases in ORS chapter 
183, the mode of such crossing that occasions the least probable injury upon the 
safety, welfare and interests of the public and the rights of the company owning the 
road that is intended to be crossed.
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 (2) The department shall also determine the compensation to be paid by the 
railroad so seeking to cross the other, if the railroads are unable to agree thereon, 
and the points and manner of such connection.
 (3) If it appears to the department that it is reasonable and practicable to avoid a 
grade crossing, the department shall by order prevent the same, and shall prescribe 
the manner of such crossing.
 (4) If any railroad seeks to cross at grade with its tracks the tracks of another 
railroad, the railroad seeking to cross at grade shall be compelled to pay all 
damages caused by such crossing, and to interlock or protect such crossing 
by safety devices to be designated by the department, and to pay all costs of 
appliances, together with the expenses of putting them in and maintaining them. 
This requirement does not apply to crossings of sidetracks. [Formerly 763.180; 1997 
c.275 §22]

 824.230 Installation of protective devices where railroads intersect at 
grade. (1) In any case where the tracks of two or more railroads cross each other 
at a common grade in this state, the railroads, when ordered by the Department of 
Transportation, shall protect such crossings by interlocking or other safety devices, 
under regulations to be designated by the department, to prevent trains colliding 
at such crossings. An order may be issued under this section only after notice to 
the affected railroads and a proceeding under ORS chapter 183 initiated by the 
department on its own motion or upon application by one of the railroads.
 (2) The department in making such order shall designate the manner of such 
interlocking protection, and shall apportion the cost of installing and maintaining the 
same between the several railroads, if such railroads are unable to agree upon the 
same between themselves. [Formerly 763.190; 1997 c.275 §24]

 824.232 Forfeiture for noncompliance. Any company, corporation, person 
or receiver operating any railroad who neglects to comply with any order made by 
the Department of Transportation pursuant to ORS 824.228 or 824.230 shall forfeit 
and pay to the state a penalty of $500 per week for each week of such neglect. 
[Formerly 763.200]

 824.234 Use of findings of department regarding hazards at crossings. The 
determinations of the Department of Transportation under ORS 824.200 to 824.256 
as to hazards at crossings shall not be admissible in any civil action for damages. 
[Formerly 763.210]

 824.236 Protective devices at unauthorized railroad-highway crossing; 
apportionment to railroad; reimbursement; closure. (1) Except as provided 
in subsection (2) of this section, the Department of Transportation may, under 
ORS 823.033, order a railroad to install and maintain protective devices at an 
unauthorized railroad-highway crossing and order the public authority in interest 
to install and maintain stop signs at and other protective devices in advance of an 
unauthorized railroad-highway crossing.
 (2) The department may not order the railroad to install at an unauthorized 
railroad-highway crossing devices which are activated immediately in advance 
of, and during, each train movement over the crossing unless the department 
determines that the railroad intentionally created the unauthorized crossing after 
June 2, 1995.
 (3) Except as provided in subsection (4) of this section, in any proceeding under 
subsections (1) and (2) of this section, or unless the parties agree otherwise, 
installation and maintenance costs of protective devices shall be apportioned to the 
railroad.
 (4) The railroad may seek reimbursement or indemnity from third parties.
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 (5) Under ORS 823.033, the department may open an investigation to consider 
closure of an unauthorized railroad-highway crossing. If the department decides to 
open an investigation, it shall post notice of the investigation at the crossing at least 
30 days prior to opening the investigation. If the department is unable to complete 
an investigation within two years from the date it was opened, the department 
shall order the crossing closed within one year from the expiration of the two-year 
period allowed for investigation unless closure of the unauthorized railroad-highway 
crossing would remove the only access to any land. [Formerly 763.220; 2003 c.145 
§3]

 824.237 [2013 c.765 §5; 2015 c.707 §6; repealed by 2019 c.491 §55]

COST APPORTIONMENTS

 824.238 Division of costs between railroad and public authority. The 
following costs shall be divided between the railroad and the public authority in 
interest in such proportion as the Department of Transportation finds just and 
equitable under the circumstances in each case:
 (1) That portion of the cost of any alteration or change resulting in the 
elimination of a grade crossing under ORS 824.206 (1) by reason of relocation of 
the highway which is directly chargeable to the grade elimination.
 (2) The costs of construction, change, alteration, abolition and relocation of any 
grade crossing involved in a proceeding arising under ORS 824.204, 824.206 or 
824.226.
 (3) The costs of maintenance of crossings above or below grade under ORS 
824.206 and 824.210.
 (4) Any cost otherwise apportionable under the terms of ORS 824.242 to 
824.246 or 824.248 (1) to the extent that funds are not available from the Grade 
Crossing Protection Account. [Formerly 763.250]

 824.240 Payment when public highway involved. (1) As to all crossings 
above or below grade constructed on state highways, the proportion of expense to 
be borne by public authority in interest shall be paid from the state highway funds.
 (2) Any public authority in interest acting through its governing body may, at its 
option, by agreement with the Department of Transportation, bear a share of the 
expense of constructing any railroad crossing above or below grade on a state 
highway.
 (3) If federal funds allocated specifically for removal of hazards at hazardous 
railroad-highway crossings are available for any part of the work to be performed, 
the Department of Transportation shall cause such funds to be used for such 
purposes. [Formerly 763.260]

 824.242 Apportionment of costs for installation of protective devices. In 
any grade crossing proceeding arising under ORS 824.204, 824.206 or 824.226, 
unless the parties agree otherwise, installation costs of protective devices shall be 
apportioned as follows:
 (1) At an existing crossing, a crossing relocated pursuant to ORS 824.206 
or 824.226, or a crossing previously closed by order of the Department of 
Transportation and reopened in a proceeding under ORS 824.204:
 (a) For devices to be installed at or in advance of the crossing and which are 
activated immediately in advance of, and during, each train movement over the 
crossing:
 (A) Seventy-five percent to the Grade Crossing Protection Account;
 (B) Five percent to the public authority in interest; and
 (C) Twenty percent to the railroad company.
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 (b) For devices which are primarily designed for the purpose of illuminating the 
crossing or its approaches during hours of darkness:
 (A) Not less than 90 percent to the Grade Crossing Protection Account;
 (B) Not more than five percent to the public authority in interest; and
 (C) Not more than five percent to the railroad company for such devices to be 
installed at the crossing.
 (c) For all other protective devices:
 (A) Seventy-five percent to the Grade Crossing Protection Account; and
 (B) Twenty-five percent to the public authority in interest for such devices to be 
installed by it at or in advance of the crossing; or
 (C) Twenty-five percent to the railroad company for such devices to be installed 
by it at the crossing.
 (2) Except as provided in subsection (4) of this section, at a new crossing 
requested by a public authority, 100 percent of the installation costs shall be paid by 
the public authority in interest.
 (3) Except as provided in subsection (4) of this section, at a new crossing 
requested by a railroad company, 100 percent of the installation costs shall be paid 
by the railroad company.
 (4) If the Department of Transportation converts an unauthorized railroad-
highway crossing to a crossing authorized under ORS 824.204, the department 
shall apportion installation costs of protective devices as provided in subsection 
(1) of this section, or, if federal funds are available, installation costs may be 
apportioned as provided in ORS 824.250. [Formerly 763.271]

 824.244 Apportionment of costs for maintenance of protective devices. 
Unless the parties agree otherwise, maintenance cost of protective devices at 
grade crossings installed pursuant to ORS 824.204, 824.206 or 824.226 shall be 
apportioned as follows:
 (1) One hundred percent to the railroad company for devices at the crossing 
actually installed and maintained by the railroad.
 (2) One hundred percent to the public authority in interest for devices at or in 
advance of the crossing actually installed and maintained by the authority, except 
as provided under subsection (3) of this section.
 (3) Fifty percent to the railroad company, and 50 percent to the public authority 
in interest, for devices at the crossing installed and maintained by the public 
authority which are primarily designed for the purpose of illuminating the crossing 
during hours of darkness and which are not activated immediately in advance of, or 
during, each train movement. [Formerly 763.273]

 824.246 Apportionment of costs of crossing closure. If in any grade crossing 
proceeding arising under ORS 824.204, 824.206 or 824.226, the Department of 
Transportation requires the closure of any existing crossing within the jurisdiction 
of the public authority in interest, the department may apportion to the railroad 
company, for such crossing closed, an amount not to exceed five percent of the 
cost of installation of protective devices at any new or other existing crossing within 
the jurisdiction of the public authority in interest. Any additional costs paid by the 
railroad company shall reduce the share otherwise apportionable to the public 
authority in interest. [Formerly 763.275]

 824.248 Apportionments for crossings above or below grade. In any 
proceeding involving a crossing above or below grade arising under ORS 
824.206 or 824.210, unless the parties agree otherwise, the cost of construction, 
reconstruction, or alteration of such crossings shall be apportioned as follows:
 (1) At existing crossings above or below grade: 10 percent of the cost of 
reconstruction or alteration to the public authority in interest and all remaining costs 
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of reconstruction or alteration to the Grade Crossing Protection Account and the 
railroad in interest as is just and equitable under the circumstances in each case.
 (2) At a new crossing requested by a public authority: All construction costs to 
the public authority in interest.
 (3) At a new crossing requested by a railroad company: All construction costs to 
the railroad company. [Formerly 763.280]

 824.250 Apportionment when federal funds available. In the event any 
protective device is to be installed or altered at an existing or relocated crossing or 
any reconstruction or alteration is made at an existing separation structure, with 
the aid of any federal funds administered by the Federal Highway Administration 
of the United States Department of Transportation, the Oregon Department of 
Transportation shall, unless the parties agree otherwise:
 (1) Apportion the amount of such federal funds to payment of installation, 
reconstruction, or alteration costs; and
 (2) Apportion the remaining costs of installation, reconstruction, alteration, and 
maintenance as provided by ORS 824.238 and 824.242 to 824.248; however, in a 
case where the federal fund assistance equals or exceeds 75 percent of the cost of 
installing, altering and reconstructing protective devices at an existing or relocated 
crossing, the remaining costs, except for maintenance costs, may be allocated 
entirely to the Grade Crossing Protection Account. [Formerly 763.290]

 824.252 Procedure when disagreement as to apportionment exists. (1) 
In any proceeding under ORS 824.206 or 824.226, where the application to the 
Department of Transportation states that the parties are not in agreement as 
to apportionment of costs, but the applicant is willing to advance the amount of 
money reasonably necessary to enable the respondent to complete the work which 
must be done by it or the amount reasonably necessary is available and can be 
advanced from the Grade Crossing Protection Account, the department shall set 
the application for hearing as soon as the calendar of the department permits on 
the questions of:
 (a) The necessity for the project;
 (b) The approval of the location and the engineering plans, including provisions 
for handling traffic during construction and the work to be performed by each party; 
and
 (c) The sum to be advanced by the applicant or the account for the work to be 
done by the respondent.
 (2) The Department of Transportation shall render as promptly as possible an 
interim order, effective within 20 days on such questions, reserving for later hearing 
and decision the question of the apportionment of costs. The interim order shall 
also direct the respondent to proceed upon receipt of the sum to be advanced 
by the applicant or the account without delay to perform the work to be done by 
respondent, integrating the work with that of the applicant or its contractor in such 
manner that neither will unreasonably obstruct or delay the work of the other, to 
the end that the people of the state may have the use of the project at the earliest 
possible date.
 (3) In the final order apportioning costs, the sum advanced by the applicant 
or the account shall be credited against its share of the costs. In the final order 
there shall also be credited against applicant’s share of the costs any increase in 
the costs found by the Department of Transportation to be directly attributable to 
respondent’s willful failure or refusal, after the effective date of the interim order, 
to proceed with its own work or to integrate the work with that of applicant or its 
contractor. [Formerly 763.300]

 824.254 Reimbursement procedure for railroad and public authority. (1) 
Upon issuance of an order apportioning costs to the Grade Crossing Protection 
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Account, the railroad company or the public authority in interest may submit to the 
Department of Transportation progress claims, not to exceed 80 percent of the 
apportionment, for reimbursement for the cost of labor, and other services provided 
to date of billing, and for the costs of materials stockpiled at the project site or 
specifically purchased and delivered for use on the project. Upon completion of 
the construction, reconstruction or alteration of a crossing, or of the installation or 
alteration of grade crossing warning or safety devices at a crossing, the railroad 
company or the public authority in interest shall present to the department 
for approval its claim for reimbursement for the costs thereof in the amount 
apportioned to the Grade Crossing Protection Account less progress payments 
previously made. When a claim is approved, the department shall, as funds become 
available, order the claim paid from the account.
 (2) The department may make such audit as the department considers 
necessary before or after each such disbursement for the purpose of determining 
that the money is expended for the purposes and under the conditions authorized 
by ORS 824.242 to 824.248. By presentation of its claim, the railroad company and 
the public authority consent to make pertinent records showing costs of labor and 
materials available to the department.
 (3) Notwithstanding subsection (1) of this section, upon issuance of an order 
apportioning costs to the Grade Crossing Protection Account, and upon agreement 
with the Department of Transportation, the railroad company or public authority in 
interest shall submit an estimate of the costs of the project. The railroad company 
or public authority in interest may submit statements for lump-sum reimbursement 
from the account during and at the completion of the construction, reconstruction 
or alteration of a crossing, or of the installation or alteration of a grade crossing 
warning or safety device at a crossing. [Formerly 763.310; 1997 c.249 §256; 1999 
c.596 §1]

 824.256 Expense contributed by public held in trust by railroad company. 
Any portion of the cost or expense that is contributed or borne by any public 
authority under ORS 824.200, 824.204, 824.206, 824.210 to 824.218 and 824.226 
shall forever be considered as held in trust by the railroad company receiving the 
same or the benefits thereof, and no part thereof shall be considered a part of the 
value of the property of the railroad company upon which it is entitled to receive a 
return. [Formerly 763.320]

 824.258 [Formerly 763.900; repealed by 1997 c.249 §257]

EMPLOYEE SAFETY REGULATIONS

 824.300 Required crews on trains; exception. No person or officer of court 
operating any railroad or railway in this state engaged as a common carrier in 
the transportation of freight or passengers shall operate over its road, or any 
part thereof, in excess of 15 continuous miles, or suffer or permit to be run over 
the same, outside of yard switching limits, any passenger, mail or express train 
propelled by any form of motive power and consisting of four or more cars with less 
than a full passenger crew consisting of one engineer, one apprentice engineer, 
one conductor, one brakeman and one flagger. None of said crew shall be required 
or permitted to perform the duties of train baggage handler or express messenger 
while on such road. This section shall not apply to operations in which lesser crew 
requirements are established by agreement between the common carrier and the 
organizations representing railroad employees. [Formerly 764.110; 1997 c.249 §258]

 824.302 Qualification of flagger. The flagger in the crews required under ORS 
824.300 shall have had at least six months’ experience in train service. [Formerly 
764.130; 1997 c.249 §259]
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 824.304 Guarding frogs, switches and guardrails. (1) Every person owning 
or operating a railroad in this state, shall so adjust, fill, block and securely guard the 
frogs, switches and guardrails of their roads as to protect and prevent the feet of 
employees and other persons from being caught therein.

 (2) Any person owning or operating a railroad in this state shall be liable 
for any damage caused from a failure to comply with this section. [Formerly 
764.140]

 824.306 Shelter of car repairers. (1) No person owning, controlling or 
operating any line of railroad in this state shall build, construct, reconstruct or 
repair railroad car equipment or motive power in the state without first erecting and 
maintaining at every division terminal, or other point where five employees or more 
are regularly employed on such work, a shed over a sufficient portion of the tracks 
used for such work, so as to provide that all employees regularly employed in such 
work are sheltered and protected from rain and other inclement weather.
 (2) This section does not apply at points where fewer than five employees are 
regularly employed in such work, nor at points where it is necessary to make light 
repairs only on equipment or motive power, nor to equipment loaded with time or 
perishable freight, nor to equipment when trains are being held for the movement 
of equipment. As used in this subsection, “light repairs” does not include repairs 
usually made in roundhouse, shop or shed upon well-equipped railroads. [Formerly 
764.150]

 824.308 Railroads to provide first aid training for employees. (1) Every 
railroad operating in this state shall provide to any employee who is an engineer, 
conductor or yard foreman a first aid training course that conforms to standards at 
least equivalent to the American Red Cross eight-hour first aid training course and 
cardiopulmonary resuscitation course.
 (2) Railroads shall bear all costs incurred for the first aid training course 
described in subsection (1) of this section and shall pay wages to employees who 
are attending the course. [Subsection (1) formerly 764.170; subsection (2) formerly 
764.180]

 824.310 Immunity from liability of persons providing first aid treatment. No 
person may recover in an action against a railroad or employee who has received 
the first aid training described in ORS 824.308 (1) for any damages directly or 
indirectly resulting from first aid treatment rendered by such employee unless 
the complaining party establishes that the treatment violates the standards of 
reasonable care under the circumstances including the existence of emergency 
conditions in which the treatment was rendered. [Formerly 764.190]

 824.312 [Formerly 764.900; repealed by 1997 c.249 §260]

 824.314 [Formerly 764.990; repealed by 1997 c.249 §260]

PASSENGER RAIL

 824.400 Passenger rail plan. (1) The Department of Transportation shall 
develop and implement a passenger rail plan for the purposes of increasing 
ridership on passenger trains and increasing ticket revenue. The passenger rail plan 
must include, but is not limited to, the following:
 (a) A marketing strategy.
 (b) Strategies for boosting ridership.
 (c) Strategies for boosting tourism through the use of passenger rail.
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 (2) The department may coordinate with other state agencies to develop the 
plan. [2015 c.225 §3]

 Note: 824.400 to 824.430 were enacted into law by the Legislative Assembly 
but were not added to or made a part of the Oregon Vehicle Code or any chapter 
or series therein by legislative action. See Preface to Oregon Revised Statutes for 
further explanation.

 824.410 Quarterly report to Legislative Assembly. The Department of 
Transportation shall submit a quarterly report on the performance of passenger rail 
to the interim committees of the Legislative Assembly related to transportation in 
the manner provided under ORS 192.245. The report must include a summary of 
the number of passengers utilizing passenger rail and on-time performance for the 
previous quarter. [2015 c.225 §5]

 Note: See note under 824.400.

 824.420 Cascades Rail Corridor. (1) The Department of Transportation may 
enter into agreements with the Washington State Department of Transportation and 
the British Columbia Ministry of Transportation and Infrastructure to:
 (a) Develop a plan to document the shared vision, goals and objectives for 
passenger rail service within the Cascades Rail Corridor.
 (b) Develop a plan to achieve performance goals, manage fleet assets, share 
costs, prioritize investments and resolve interagency disputes.
 (c) Propose funding options to the respective legislative bodies to support the 
operation of passenger trains within the corridor.
 (d) Develop a stakeholder outreach program.
 (e) Oversee operations and marketing of daily passenger rail service in the 
corridor.
 (2) The Department of Transportation may enter into agreements with the 
Washington State Department of Transportation to coordinate state rail plans. [2013 
c.112 §1]

 Note: See note under 824.400.

 824.430 Annual report to Legislative Assembly. Before January 1 of each 
odd-numbered year, the Department of Transportation shall report to the Legislative 
Assembly in the manner provided in ORS 192.245 about the following:
 (1) The status of agreements with the Washington State Department 
of Transportation and the British Columbia Ministry of Transportation and 
Infrastructure regarding the Cascades Rail Corridor.
 (2) The performance of passenger rail service within the corridor.
 (3) The financial status of the corridor and financial needs for passenger rail 
service within the corridor. [2013 c.112 §2]

 Note: See note under 824.400.

PENALTIES

 824.990 Civil penalties. (1) In addition to all other penalties provided by law:
 (a) Every person who violates or who procures, aids or abets in the violation of 
ORS 824.060 (1), 824.084, 824.088, 824.304 (1) or 824.306 (1) or any order, rule 
or decision of the Department of Transportation shall incur a civil penalty of not 
more than $1,000 for every such violation.
 (b) Every person who violates or who procures, aids or abets in the violation 
of any order, rule or decision of the department promulgated pursuant to ORS 
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824.052 (1), 824.056 (1), 824.068, 824.082 (1) or 824.208 shall incur a civil penalty 
of not more than $1,000 for every such violation.
 (2) Each such violation shall be a separate offense and in case of a continuing 
violation every day’s continuance is a separate violation. Every act of commission 
or omission that procures, aids or abets in the violation is a violation under 
subsection (1) of this section and subject to the penalty provided in subsection (1) 
of this section.
 (3) Civil penalties imposed under subsection (1) of this section shall be imposed 
in the manner provided in ORS 183.745.
 (4) The department may reduce any penalty provided for in subsection (1) of this 
section on such terms as the department considers proper if:
 (a) The defendant admits the violations alleged in the notice and makes timely 
request for reduction of the penalty; or
 (b) The defendant submits to the department a written request for reduction 
of the penalty within 15 days from the date the penalty order is served. [Formerly 
824.112; 2021 c.630 §128]

 824.992 Criminal penalties. (1) Violation of ORS 824.062 is a Class D 
violation.
 (2) Violation of ORS 824.064 is a Class A misdemeanor.
 (3) Violation of ORS 824.082 (1), 824.084 or 824.088 by a railroad is a Class A 
violation.
 (4) Violation of ORS 824.082 (2) is a Class A violation.
 (5) As used in subsection (3) of this section, “railroad” means a railroad as 
defined by ORS 824.020 and 824.022.
 (6) Subject to ORS 153.022, violation of ORS 824.060 (2), 824.106 or 824.108 
or any rule promulgated pursuant thereto is a Class A violation.
 (7) A person is subject to the penalties under subsection (8) of this section if the 
person knowingly:
 (a) Transports by railroad any hazardous waste listed under ORS 466.005 or 
rules adopted thereunder to a facility that does not have appropriate authority to 
receive the waste under ORS 466.005 to 466.385 and 466.992.
 (b) Disposes of any hazardous waste listed under ORS 466.005 or rules 
adopted thereunder without appropriate authority under ORS 466.005 to 466.385 
and 466.992.
 (c) Materially violates any terms of permit or authority issued to the person 
under ORS 466.005 to 466.385 and 466.992 in the transporting or disposing of 
hazardous waste.
 (d) Makes any false material statement or representation in any application, 
label, manifest, record, report, permit or other document filed, maintained or used 
for purposes of compliance with requirements under ORS 824.050 to 824.110 for 
the safe transportation of hazardous wastes.
 (e) Violates any rules adopted by the Department of Transportation concerning 
the transportation of hazardous wastes.
 (8) Subject to ORS 153.022, violation of subsection (7) of this section is a Class 
B misdemeanor. Each day’s violation is a separate offense.
 (9) Violation of ORS 824.300 or 824.302 is a Class D violation.
 (10) Violation of ORS 824.304 is a Class A violation.
 (11) Violation of ORS 824.306 by any railroad company or officer or agent 
thereof, or any other person is a Class D violation. Each day’s violation is a 
separate offense. [Formerly 824.114; 1999 c.1051 §232; 2011 c.597 §109; 2021 
c.630 §29]

_______________
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GENERAL PROVISIONS

 825.005 Definitions. As used in this chapter:
 (1) “Carrier” or “motor carrier” means for-hire carrier or private carrier.
 (2) “Cartage carrier” means any person who undertakes to transport any class 
of property by motor vehicle for compensation when the transportation is performed 
wholly within an incorporated city or a commercial zone adjacent to an incorporated 
city.
 (3) “Certificate” means an authority issued to a for-hire carrier under ORS 
825.110.
 (4) “Combined weight” means the weight of the motor vehicle plus the weight 
of the maximum load which the applicant has declared such vehicle will carry. Any 
declared combined weight is subject to audit and approval by the Department of 
Transportation.
 (5) “Department” means the Department of Transportation.
 (6) “Extreme miles” or “extreme mileage” means the total miles operated by a 
vehicle over the public highways, except the extra miles necessarily operated in 
traversing detours or temporary routes on account of road blockades in the state.
 (7) “For-hire carrier” means:
 (a) Any person who transports persons or property for hire or who publicly 
purports to be willing to transport persons or property for hire by motor vehicle; or
 (b) Any person who leases, rents or otherwise provides a motor vehicle to the 
public and who in connection therewith in the regular course of business provides, 
procures or arranges for, directly, indirectly or by course of dealing, a driver or 
operator therefor.
 (8) “Household goods” means the personal effects or other property used or 
to be used in a dwelling but does not include property transported from a store or 
factory or property exclusively for office use.
 (9) “Motor vehicle” means any self-propelled vehicle and any such vehicle in 
combination with any trailing units, used or physically capable of being used upon 
any public highway in this state in the transportation of persons or property, except 
vehicles operating wholly on fixed rails or tracks and electric trolley buses. “Motor 
vehicle” includes overdimension vehicles or vehicles permitted excessive weights 
pursuant to a special authorization issued by a city, county or the Department of 
Transportation.
 (10) “Permit” means an authority issued to a carrier under ORS 825.102, 
825.106, 825.108 or 825.127.
 (11) “Private carrier” means any person who operates a motor vehicle over the 
public highways of this state for the purpose of transporting persons or property 
when the transportation is incidental to a primary business enterprise, other than 
transportation, in which such person is engaged.
 (12) “Privilege taxes” means the weight-mile tax and fees prescribed in this 
chapter.
 (13) “Property” includes, but is not limited to, permanent loads such as 
equipment, appliances, devices, or ballast that are attached to, carried on, or made 
a part of the vehicle and that are designed to serve some functional purpose.
 (14) “Public highway” means every street, alley, road, highway and thoroughfare 
in this state used by the public or dedicated or appropriated to public use.
 (15) “Transit-type motor vehicle” means any passenger-carrying vehicle that 
does not have a separate space for transporting baggage or express.
 (16) “Transporter” has the meaning given that term in ORS 466.005. [Formerly 
767.005; 1997 c.275 §34; 2003 c.754 §1; 2007 c.465 §8; 2009 c.433 §1; 2015 c.138 
§41; 2017 c.45 §2]
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 825.007 Policy. (1) The business of operating as a motor carrier of persons 
or property for hire upon the highways of this state is declared to be a business 
affected with the public interest. It is hereby declared to be the state transportation 
policy to do the following:
 (a) Promote safe, adequate, economical and efficient service and to promote the 
conservation of energy.
 (b) Promote sound, economic conditions in transportation.
 (c) Encourage the establishment and maintenance of reasonable rates for 
transportation services, without unjust discriminations, undue preferences or 
advantages or unfair or destructive competitive practices.
 (d) Provide specific state action immunity against all antitrust claims and 
prosecution in those instances when carriers lawfully develop, publish and charge 
rates relating to the transportation of household goods and joint line rates relating to 
the transportation of other property and provide services specifically prescribed and 
subject to regulation by the Department of Transportation and in those instances 
when carriers lawfully engage in prior consultation for purposes described in this 
paragraph.
 (2) The volume of motor carrier traffic presents dangers and hazards on public 
highways and makes it imperative that:
 (a) Stringent rules be employed, to the end that the highways may be rendered 
safe for the use of the general public;
 (b) The wear of such highways be controlled;
 (c) A minimum of inconvenience to other users of the highways be effected;
 (d) A minimum hindrance and stoppage to other users of the highways 
compatible with needs of the public for adequate transportation service, be effected;
 (e) The highways be safeguarded from improper or unnecessary usage;
 (f) Operation by irresponsible persons or any other operation threatening the 
safety of the public or detrimental to the general welfare be prevented;
 (g) Congestion of traffic on the highways be minimized;
 (h) The various transportation agencies of the state be adjusted and correlated 
so that public highways may serve the best interest of the general public; and
 (i) A method of assessing privilege taxes be provided to enable the further 
construction of highways and to provide for the operation, preservation and 
maintenance of highways already built.
 (3) The Legislative Assembly hereby declares that to effect the ends and 
purposes listed in this section, this chapter is adopted. [Formerly 767.020; 2015 
c.283 §13]

 825.010 Compliance with chapter required. No for-hire carrier or private 
carrier shall operate any motor vehicle for the transportation of persons or property, 
or both, on any public highway in this state except in accordance with the provisions 
of this chapter. [Formerly 767.040; 1997 c.275 §35]

ECONOMIC AND SAFETY REGULATION
(Applicability)

 825.015 Nonapplicability of chapter to certain vehicles used in nonprofit 
transportation of passengers. (1) Except as provided in ORS 825.030, this 
chapter does not apply to motor vehicles with a seating capacity of less than 16 
persons while used in nonprofit operation for commuting to job, job training or 
educational facilities.
 (2) For the purposes of this section, “nonprofit operation” means a voluntary 
commuter ridesharing arrangement that may charge a fee to defray expenses but 
remains nonprofit in its operation without reference to any entity that may sponsor it. 
In establishing the fee, the following items may be included as expenses:
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 (a) The cost of acquiring the vehicle;
 (b) Insurance;
 (c) Maintenance of the vehicle;
 (d) Fuel; and
 (e) Other reasonable expenses attributable to use of the vehicle for ridesharing 
purposes. [Formerly 767.022; 2007 c.31 §2]

 825.017 Nonapplicability of chapter to certain persons and vehicles. Except 
as provided in this section and ORS 825.026 and 825.030, this chapter does not 
apply to the persons or vehicles described in this section. The exemption under this 
section applies to the following persons and vehicles:
 (1) Vehicles being used by, or under contract with, any school board, district 
or person responsible for the administration of elementary or secondary school 
activities, and engaged exclusively in transporting students or combinations of 
students and other persons to or from school, to or from authorized school activities 
or other activities sponsored by the governing board of a public university listed in 
ORS 352.002, or for purposes provided under ORS 332.427. This exemption shall 
not be affected by the charging of a fee to cover the costs of the transportation.
 (2) Vehicles being used in a taxicab operation if the vehicle:
 (a) Is a passenger vehicle with a passenger seating capacity that does not 
exceed five;
 (b) Carries passengers for hire where the destination and route traveled 
may be controlled by a passenger and the fare is calculated on the basis of any 
combination of an initial fee, distance traveled or waiting time; and
 (c) Is transporting persons or property, or both, between points in Oregon.
 (3) Vehicles being used for the transportation of property by private carrier by 
means of a single vehicle or combination of vehicles with a combined weight that 
does not exceed 8,000 pounds.
 (4) Vehicles being used in operating implements of husbandry.
 (5) Vehicles being used as a hearse or ambulance.
 (6) Vehicles being used over any private road or thoroughfare.
 (7) Vehicles being used on any road, thoroughfare or property, other than a state 
highway, county road or city street, for the removal of forest products as defined in 
ORS 321.005, or the product of forest products converted to a form other than logs 
at or near the harvesting site, or when used for the construction or maintenance 
of the road, thoroughfare or property, pursuant to a written agreement or permit 
authorizing the use, construction or maintenance of the road, thoroughfare or 
property, with:
 (a) An agency of the United States;
 (b) The State Board of Forestry;
 (c) The State Forester; or
 (d) A licensee of an agency named in this subsection.
 (8) Vehicles being used on any county road for the removal of forest products 
as defined in ORS 321.005, or the products of forest products converted to a form 
other than logs at or near the harvesting site, if:
 (a) The use is pursuant to a written agreement entered into with the State Board 
of Forestry, the State Forester or an agency of the United States, authorizing the 
owner of the motor vehicle to use the road and requiring the owner to pay for or to 
perform the construction or maintenance of the county road, including any operator 
of a motor vehicle retained to transport logs, poles and piling for the owners who 
are exempt under this section;
 (b) The board, officer or agency that entered into the agreement or granted the 
permit, by contract with the county court or board of county commissioners, has 
assumed the responsibility for the construction or maintenance of the county road; 
and



MOTOR CARRIERS

OREGON VEHICLE CODE (2021 Edition)Page 443

 (c) Copies of the agreements or permits required by this subsection are filed 
with the Director of Transportation.
 (9) Vehicles being used in transporting persons with disabilities, with or without 
their supervisors or assistants, to or from rehabilitation facilities or child care 
services if the motor vehicle is a passenger motor vehicle with a seating capacity of 
not more than 12 passengers. The exemption provided by this subsection applies 
only when the motor vehicle is operated by or under contract with any person 
responsible for the administration of rehabilitation facilities as defined in ORS 
344.710 to 344.730 or child care services provided by a facility licensed under ORS 
329A.030 and 329A.250 to 329A.450.
 (10) Vehicles owned or operated by the United States or by any governmental 
jurisdiction within the United States except as provided in ORS 825.022. This 
chapter does apply to vehicles when owned or operated:
 (a) As a carrier of property for hire;
 (b) By a transportation district organized under ORS 267.510 to 267.650;
 (c) By a county service district authorized to provide public transportation under 
ORS 451.010; or
 (d) By an intergovernmental body formed by two or more public bodies, as 
defined in ORS 174.109, to provide public transportation.
 (11) Vehicles owned or operated by a mass transit district organized under ORS 
267.010 to 267.394.
 (12) Vehicles owned or operated by, or under contract with, a person responsible 
for the construction or reconstruction of a highway under contract with the 
Department of Transportation or with an agency of the United States when operated 
within the immediate construction project as described in the governmental agency 
contract during the construction period.
 (13) Vehicles owned or operated by, or under contract with, a charitable 
organization when exclusively engaged in performing transportation, either one way 
or round trip, necessary to the operation of the charitable organization. As used 
in this subsection, “charitable organization” means an organization that has no 
capital stock and no provision for making dividends or profits, but derives its funds 
principally from public and private charity and holds them in trust for the promotion 
of the welfare of others and not for profit. Any organization claiming an exemption 
under this subsection shall file an affidavit with the department stating that it is 
organized and operated in accordance with the requirements of this subsection.
 (14) Passenger vehicles with a passenger seating capacity that does not exceed 
five when used in the transportation of new telephone books.
 (15) A vehicle that is used in a limousine service operation in which the 
destination and route traveled may be controlled by the passenger and the fare 
is calculated on the basis of any combination of initial fee, distance traveled and 
waiting time if the vehicle:
 (a) Is a passenger vehicle with a passenger seating capacity that does not 
exceed eight;
 (b) Carries passengers for hire between points in Oregon; and
 (c) Operates on an irregular route basis.
 (16) Fire trucks and rescue vehicles that are designated as emergency vehicles 
by the Department of Transportation under ORS 801.260, while involved in 
emergency and related operations.
 (17) A person who provides services related to the packing or loading of 
household goods if the person does not:
 (a) Provide or operate a motor vehicle for the movement of the household 
goods; and
 (b) Act as an agent for any person who does provide or operate a motor vehicle 
for the movement of the household goods. [Formerly 767.025; 1997 c.275 §40; 1997 
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c.699 §1; 2003 c.589 §1; 2003 c.754 §6; 2005 c.228 §1; 2007 c.31 §3; 2007 c.70 
§352; 2009 c.433 §2; 2015 c.283 §1; 2015 c.716 §16; 2015 c.767 §216]

 825.018 Report from owners or operators of vehicles exempted by ORS 
825.017; rules. Owners or operators of vehicles exempt from the provisions of ORS 
chapter 825 by ORS 825.017 shall file an annual report with the Department of 
Transportation showing the miles of travel by registered weight class of vehicle for 
each exempt vehicle. The department shall determine by rule the form and manner 
of the report. [Formerly 767.026]

 825.020 Applicability of chapter to certain vehicles and combinations over 
26,000 pounds. Except as otherwise provided in this section and ORS 825.030, 
this chapter does not apply to the persons or vehicles described in this section. The 
provisions of ORS 825.100, 825.137, 825.139, 825.141, 825.160, 825.164, 825.166, 
825.168, 825.210 (1) and (3), 825.212, 825.450, 825.454, 825.470, 825.472, 
825.474, 825.476, 825.480, 825.484, 825.488, 825.490, 825.492, 825.494, 
825.496, 825.498, 825.504, 825.506, 825.507, 825.508 and 825.515 apply to any of 
the following vehicles or combinations of vehicles with a combined weight of more 
than 26,000 pounds:
 (1) Vehicles being used exclusively in the transportation of United States mail on 
a trip basis.
 (2) Vehicles being used in the transportation of persons for hire, in vehicles 
with a seating capacity of more than five persons, within a city and within three air 
miles of the city. When the three air mile radius extends into the corporate limits of 
another city, the two cities shall be considered as one city for the purposes of this 
subsection. The following apply to this subsection:
 (a) Service may also be provided to or from any area surrounding the area 
described under this subsection so long as the service does not compete with a 
carrier granted authority by the Department of Transportation under this chapter to 
operate in that surrounding area.
 (b) Any vehicle exempt from the provisions of this chapter under this subsection 
is subject to regulation by the city or cities in which it is operated.
 (3) Vehicles being used for the purpose of transporting persons or property in 
connection with the patrolling of forests for the prevention or fighting of forest fires.
 (4) Vehicles being used in towing or otherwise transporting vehicles at the 
direction of a police officer or in servicing, towing or transporting wrecked or 
disabled vehicles, or in towing or transporting a replacement vehicle for such 
wrecked or disabled vehicle if the vehicle:
 (a) Is not otherwise used in transporting goods and merchandise for 
compensation; and
 (b) In the case of towing, is specially constructed for that use or has a combined 
weight not exceeding 8,000 pounds.
 (5) Vehicles being used by a for-hire carrier to transport within this state free or 
at reduced rates:
 (a) The carrier’s officers, agents or employees, or dependent members of the 
families of those individuals, or the personal effects or household goods of those 
individuals.
 (b) Ministers of religions, inmates of hospitals and individuals exclusively 
engaged in charitable and eleemosynary work.
 (c) Indigent, destitute and homeless individuals and the necessary agents 
employed in the transportation.
 (d) Witnesses attending legal investigations in which the carrier is interested.
 (e) Persons injured in wrecks and physicians and nurses attending those 
persons.
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 (f) Persons providing relief in cases of general epidemic, pestilence or other 
emergency.
 (g) Persons traveling under commuter, party or excursion passenger tickets, if 
available to all persons applying under like circumstances or conditions.
 (h) Persons traveling under an exchange of passes between for-hire carriers.
 (6) Vehicles being used to transport plants, artificial and natural flowers and 
accompanying florist accessories in movements originating at retail shops.
 (7) Any vehicle used by a person licensed under ORS 508.235 while the person 
is transporting the person’s own, unsold catch of fish from the point of landing to the 
first point where fish from the catch will be sold, placed in storage or processed in 
any way.
 (8) Vehicles owned or operated by truck leasing companies operated empty 
over the public highways for the purpose of relocation of equipment. This exemption 
does not apply to motor vehicles operated empty as a result of or for the purpose of 
transporting passengers or property. [Formerly 767.027; 2007 c.31 §4]

 825.022 Nonapplicability of certain provisions to vehicles and 
combinations. The provisions of ORS 825.160, 825.450, 825.454, 825.470, 
825.472, 825.474, 825.476, 825.480, 825.484, 825.488, 825.490, 825.492, 
825.494, 825.496 and 825.515 do not apply to any of the following:
 (1) A vehicle or combination of vehicles with a combined weight of 26,000 
pounds or less.
 (2) A vehicle being used in the transportation of persons for hire if the operation:
 (a) Is performed by a nonprofit entity;
 (b) Is performed by use of vehicles operating in compliance with ORS 820.020 
to 820.070; and
 (c) Is approved by the Department of Transportation as complying with 
paragraphs (a) and (b) of this subsection.
 (3) A vehicle owned or operated by a transportation district organized under 
ORS 267.510 to 267.650.
 (4) A vehicle owned or operated by a county service district authorized to 
provide public transportation under ORS 451.010.
 (5) A vehicle owned or operated by an intergovernmental body formed by two 
or more public bodies, as defined in ORS 174.109, to provide public transportation. 
[Formerly 767.028; 2007 c.465 §11; 2015 c.283 §3]

 825.024 Applicability to farm vehicles. (1) Except as provided in ORS 
825.026 and 825.030 or as otherwise provided in this section, this chapter and 
ORS 815.237 do not apply to a motor vehicle or combination owned or leased 
by a farmer who meets the qualifications under ORS 805.310 if the vehicle or 
combination:
 (a) Is used for transportation described under ORS 805.390.
 (b) Is used for transporting sand, gravel, rock, dirt, debris, cinders or asphaltic 
concrete mix to a project of a district or corporation organized under ORS chapter 
545, 547 or 554 when the project is being constructed on land owned or leased by 
the farmer and the materials are directly related to the construction of the project.
 (c) Has three or fewer permanent axles and is used in part to provide 
transportation services for hire when such services relate to the farm of another 
and are services that the vehicle owner could perform in the operation of the 
owner’s farm under farm vehicle registration issued under ORS 805.300 or with the 
farm device issued under ORS 805.400. For purposes of this paragraph, a single 
drop axle is not a permanent axle.
 (d) Is a combination of a pickup truck and a trailer and is used in part to provide 
transportation services for hire when such services relate to the farm of another 
and are services that the vehicle owner could perform in the operation of the 
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owner’s farm under farm vehicle registration issued under ORS 805.300 or with the 
farm device issued under ORS 805.400.
 (2) Vehicles or combinations that either are registered under ORS 805.300 or 
have a farm device issued under ORS 805.400 are subject to the provisions of ORS 
825.210, 825.250 and 825.252 if the vehicles or combinations:
 (a) Are operating in interstate commerce; or
 (b) Have a combined weight of more than 80,000 pounds.
 (3) Any farmer with a vehicle registered under ORS 805.300, or with a farm 
device issued under ORS 805.400, may obtain a permit under ORS 825.102 that 
will authorize partial use of the vehicle to provide transportation services for hire.
 (4) Any person issued a permit as described in subsection (3) of this section 
must comply with record keeping requirements and reporting requirements that 
the Department of Transportation determines necessary for the department to 
administer this section. The department may deny the exemptions from provisions 
of this chapter provided to persons issued permits as described in subsection (3) of 
this section if a person fails to comply with record keeping requirements. [Formerly 
767.030; 1997 c.249 §262; 1997 c.673 §1; 2003 c.589 §2; 2007 c.31 §5; 2007 c.794 
§4]

 825.026 Applicability of chapter to certain otherwise exempt vehicles when 
transporting hazardous wastes. This chapter does not apply to the vehicles 
described in ORS 825.017 and 825.024 except as provided in ORS 825.030 and 
except that the vehicles are subject to ORS 825.258 and 825.990 (3) and (4) and 
the rules adopted by the Department of Transportation relating to the safety of 
the vehicles while engaged in the transportation of hazardous wastes on public 
highways. [Formerly 767.032; 2007 c.31 §6]

 825.028 Transportation services for charitable organizations. (1) For-hire 
carriers may provide transportation of household goods for charitable organizations 
or civic nonprofit organizations and festivals at no charge or at reduced rates or in 
exchange for promotional services by the charitable organization or civic nonprofit 
organization or festival.
 (2) As used in this section:
 (a) “Charitable organization” has the meaning given that term in ORS 825.017 
(13).
 (b) “Civic nonprofit organization” or “festival” means an organization or festival 
classified under the Internal Revenue Code as having a 501(c)(3) or 501(c)(4) tax 
exempt status. [Formerly 767.038; 2003 c.589 §8; 2015 c.283 §14]

 825.030 Application of chapter to interstate and foreign commerce. This 
chapter applies to interstate and foreign commerce, except insofar as it may 
be in conflict with the provisions of the Constitution and the laws of the United 
States. Nothing in this chapter exempts a person from federal motor carrier safety 
regulations when operating in interstate or foreign commerce. [Formerly 767.045; 
2007 c.31 §1]

 825.032 Nonapplicability of economic regulation to specified vehicles. 
Except as otherwise provided in this section, this chapter does not apply to the 
persons or vehicles described in this section. The provisions of ORS 825.250, 
825.252, 825.254, 825.256, 825.258, 825.260, 825.950, 825.955, 825.960 and 
825.990 apply to the following persons and vehicles:
 (1) A vehicle owned or operated by a person prior to the time the vehicle is 
placed in commercial operation.
 (2) A person transporting the person’s own commercial fishing boat if the 
combined weight of the vehicle, trailer and boat is 15,000 pounds or less.
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 (3) A vehicle being used for the purposes of forest protection and fire 
suppression if the vehicle is necessary in order to comply with ORS 477.615 or 
477.650 or a similar federal statute, including but not limited to a vehicle being 
moved to or from the forest protection district operation area. [2003 c.589 §4]

(Certificates and Permits)

 825.100 Certificate or permit required for commercial transportation of 
persons or property on public highways. No person shall operate any motor 
vehicle, whether loaded or empty, on any highway in this state as a carrier in 
the transportation of persons or property without possessing, in addition to any 
license required by any other law, a valid certificate or permit from the Department 
of Transportation authorizing the proposed operation. Each operation of a motor 
vehicle in violation of this section is a separate violation, whether the prohibited 
operations occur within the same day or different days or relate to the same motor 
vehicle or different motor vehicles. [Formerly 767.105]

 825.102 Issuance of permits to intrastate for-hire carriers; rules. (1) Except 
as provided in subsection (6) of this section and ORS 825.135, the Department of 
Transportation shall issue a permit to a person to provide transportation service as 
a for-hire carrier over any highway in this state in intrastate commerce if the person 
applies for the permit and the department is satisfied that the person is able to 
comply with the provisions of this chapter and the rules of the department.
 (2) In deciding whether to approve an application for a permit under this section, 
the department shall consider any evidence demonstrating that the applicant is 
unable to comply with this chapter and the rules of the department and shall deny 
the application if the applicant does not meet the financial responsibility and safety 
requirements established by this chapter and by rules of the department.
 (3) If an application for a permit under this section is denied, the department 
shall notify the applicant of the reasons for denial. The applicant is entitled to a 
hearing if written request for a hearing is made within 15 days of the notification of 
denial.
 (4) A permit granted under this section is not transferable. The department shall 
determine by rule what constitutes transfer of a permit.
 (5) A permit issued under this section may be suspended or revoked as 
provided in this chapter. Grounds for suspension or revocation include, but are 
not limited to, failure to maintain compliance with safety requirements, failure to 
maintain compliance with financial responsibility requirements and failure to report 
or pay fees, taxes or penalties due the department.
 (6) The department may not issue a permit under this section for transportation 
of household goods. For-hire carriers of household goods are subject to the 
certificate provisions of ORS 825.110. [1995 c.306 §2; 2015 c.283 §15]

 825.104 Federal registration and financial responsibility requirements for 
interstate carriers. An interstate for-hire carrier or private carrier required to obtain 
a United States Department of Transportation registration number engaged or to 
engage in interstate operations may not perform transportation services on the 
public highways of this state without having first complied with federal registration 
and financial responsibility requirements. [Formerly 767.155; 2001 c.335 §4; 2007 
c.465 §5]

 825.105 Confirmation of federal registration and financial responsibility for 
interstate motor carriers; rules. (1) The Department of Transportation may enter 
into an agreement with the authorized representatives of any jurisdiction outside 
this state for the purposes of confirming federal registration and accepting proof of 
financial responsibility for interstate motor carriers.
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 (2) A motor carrier registered in a jurisdiction that is a party to an agreement 
entered into under this section is considered registered for interstate operations in 
Oregon for the purpose of ORS 825.104.
 (3) The department may adopt any rules the department deems necessary to 
effectuate and administer the provisions of an agreement entered into under this 
section.
 (4) An agreement may not provide for any benefit, exemption or privilege with 
respect to any fees or taxes levied or assessed against the use of highways or use 
or ownership of vehicles. [2007 c.465 §4]

 825.106 Issuance of permits to carriers described in ORS 825.020. Upon 
receipt of the information in writing required by the application form for permits in 
that class and in compliance with the law, rules and regulations of the Department 
of Transportation, permits shall be issued to motor carriers described in ORS 
825.020, conditioned that the proposed operation will not be attended with 
substantial damage to the highway or danger to the users thereof, to adjacent 
property or facilities or to the public. The applicant is entitled to a hearing by the 
department if the application has been declined by the department. [Formerly 
767.157]

 825.108 Issuance of permits to private carriers; exception. (1) Upon receipt 
of the information in writing required by the application form for permits in that class 
and in compliance with the law and the rules and regulations of the Department 
of Transportation, permits shall be issued to private carriers, conditioned that the 
proposed operation will not be attended with substantial damage to the highway 
or danger to the users thereof, to adjacent property or facilities or to the public. 
The applicant is entitled to a hearing by the department if the application has been 
declined by the department.
 (2) A person acting as a private carrier need not obtain a permit from the 
department for operating any vehicle or combination of vehicles with a combined 
weight of 26,000 pounds or less. [Formerly 767.150]

 825.110 Issuance, extension or transfer of certificate to carriers of 
household goods; hearings; findings; rules. (1) When a person files with the 
Department of Transportation an application for a certificate to operate as a for-
hire carrier of household goods, for the extension of an existing certificate or for the 
transfer of a certificate, the department may issue, extend or transfer the certificate 
if the department determines the applicant meets the requirements of subsection 
(2) of this section.
 (2) If the application for issuance, extension or transfer of a certificate under this 
section is the subject of a hearing, the department shall issue the certificate if the 
applicant has complied with this chapter and the rules of the department, and if the 
department finds from the record and the evidence submitted at the hearing that:
 (a) The applicant is fit, willing and able to perform the transportation service 
proposed;
 (b) The applicant has certified that the vehicles listed on the application comply 
with all Oregon laws and rules covering vehicle safety and operations and will be so 
maintained;
 (c) The service proposed will not be attended with substantial damage to the 
highways or danger to other highway users or to the public;
 (d) The rates or contracts proposed by the applicant, if an intrastate operator, 
are approved by the department; and
 (e) The applicant can and will furnish and file the insurance, bond or substitute 
security or qualify as self-insurer as provided in this chapter.
 (3) If the department does not find that all the conditions provided in subsection 
(2) of this section are satisfied, the department may deny the application or may 
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defer issuance of the certificate pending compliance by the applicant with those 
conditions provided in subsection (2) of this section.
 (4) If an application for a certificate under this section is denied, the department 
shall notify the applicant of the reasons for denial. The applicant is entitled to a 
hearing if written request for a hearing is made within 15 days after the notification 
of denial.
 (5) If the applicant fails to appear at the time and place fixed for the hearing, the 
application may be denied.
 (6)(a) Pending determination of application for transfer of a certificate, the 
department may grant approval of the temporary operation of the certificate 
by the prospective transferee or, if the transferor’s service to the public may be 
substantially impaired, may authorize temporary management of the transferor’s 
motor carrier operations by the prospective transferee.
 (b) Service performed under temporary authority granted under this section is 
subject to all provisions of this chapter and the rules of the department.
 (7) The department may require an applicant for a certificate to operate as a 
for-hire carrier of household goods issued under this section to complete a criminal 
background check. The department shall adopt rules describing the standards used 
by the department to determine if an applicant is unfit based on the results of the 
applicant’s criminal history. [Formerly 767.135; 2009 c.433 §3; 2015 c.283 §16]

 825.115 Temporary authority to provide transportation services; duration. 
(1) The Department of Transportation may grant temporary authority for a for-
hire carrier to provide transportation of household goods where it is in the public 
interest. Such temporary authority may be authorized only if the department 
receives a request for service from a user of the proposed transportation service, 
and if the department concludes, after investigation, that the request represents a 
true need or is in the public interest.
 (2) The department shall cancel immediately any temporary authority granted 
under this section if the department determines that the temporary authority issued 
does not comply with requirements for grant of authority under ORS 825.110.
 (3) The department may not grant temporary authority under this section for an 
initial period of more than six months.
 (4) The department may renew temporary authority granted under this section 
one time for a period of not more than six months.
 (5) A person who is granted temporary authority under this section may apply for 
permanent authority to provide the transportation service after the expiration of the 
temporary authority by making application in the manner provided for application for 
permanent authority under this chapter.
 (6) A grant of temporary authority under this section does not establish any right 
to a grant of permanent authority under this chapter. [Formerly 767.167; 2009 c.433 
§6; 2015 c.283 §17]

 825.117 Certificate for emergency transportation services. (1) If any 
condition or emergency arises requiring relief in cases of general epidemic, 
pestilence or other calamitous visitation in the state or any community therein, 
wherein the public or community interest or the transportation of any persons or 
household goods requires, in the opinion of the Department of Transportation, the 
issuance of a certificate for emergency transportation services, the department 
may issue a certificate for emergency transportation services, the term of which 
shall be limited to a reasonable time to be determined by the department under the 
circumstances.
 (2) The department may issue a certificate for emergency transportation 
services donated for the benefit of a charitable organization, if the services are 
transportation of persons or household goods and the services are not of a type 
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ordinarily required in the operation of the organization. Notwithstanding any other 
provision of this chapter, a certificate issued pursuant to this subsection shall 
be issued without charge to the applicant. As used in this subsection “charitable 
organization” means any person organized and existing for religious or medical 
purposes or any political subdivision of this state.
 (3) The emergency authority issued under this section does not convey any 
right to permanent authority and is not evidence of a need for permanent authority. 
[Formerly 767.170; 2009 c.433 §7]

 825.125 Applications for authority; rules. The Department of Transportation 
shall prescribe forms of applications for certificates or permits for the use of 
applicants and shall make regulations for the filing thereof. [Formerly 767.125]

 825.127 Permit for local cartage of household goods. The Department 
of Transportation may grant issuance of a permit to a for-hire carrier engaged 
in performing local cartage of household goods within areas designated by the 
department pursuant to ORS 825.240. [Formerly 767.145; 2009 c.433 §8]

 825.129 Legal status of certificates. (1) Notwithstanding any provision of 
law, no certificate issued under this chapter, or any prior law, shall be assigned or 
otherwise transferred except as provided in ORS 825.110.
 (2) No such certificate shall be construed to be a franchise or irrevocable or 
exclusive or to possess value for ratemaking purposes. However, upon the death of 
an individual holding a certificate:
 (a) If the estate of such individual is admitted to probate, the executor or 
personal representative may continue the operation thereunder, for the purpose 
of transferring the certificate, for a period not to exceed two years from the date of 
death; or
 (b) If the estate of such individual is not probated, all the heirs of the deceased 
holder of the certificate may file with the Department of Transportation an 
application for the transfer of the certificate together with an affidavit signed by the 
heirs stating the name of the person to whom the certificate is to be transferred. If 
any heir has not reached the age of majority or is otherwise legally incapacitated, 
the heir’s parent or guardian shall sign for the heir. The affidavit shall be on a form 
prescribed and furnished by the department. Subject to the provisions of ORS 
825.135, the department shall transfer the certificate to the person named as 
transferee in the affidavit.
 (3) In determining the scope of authority to be transferred under subsection 
(2) of this section, the department shall consider, as evidence of past use under 
the certificate, only the services furnished during the two-year period immediately 
preceding the death of the certificate holder.
 (4) If an application under subsection (2) of this section for the transfer of the 
certificate is not filed within 18 months of the date of death, and if such certificate is 
not transferred within two years of the date of death, the certificate shall be deemed 
automatically revoked. [Formerly 767.186; 1997 c.275 §36]

 825.135 Denial of certificate, permit, transfer or extension of authority; 
hearing; restriction. (1) As used in this section, “applicant” includes, but is not 
limited to, any person having a substantial interest or control, directly or indirectly, in 
or over the operations conducted or to be conducted under the carrier’s authority.
 (2) Notwithstanding any other provision of law, the Department of Transportation 
may not grant to an applicant a certificate, permit, transfer of any operating 
authority, extension of any operating authority or variance permit under ORS 
chapter 818 if the department has reasonable grounds to believe, based on 
information contained in department files and records, or based on evidence 
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presented during a hearing with respect to an application filed under ORS 825.102, 
that any of the following apply:
 (a) The applicant is not capable of conducting the transportation service 
contemplated, in compliance with the law and rules of the department.
 (b) The applicant is or has been a repeated and intentional violator of the 
provisions of this chapter, of ORS chapter 818 or of the rules of the department. 
This paragraph does not apply to violations for which an applicant has been 
penalized under subsection (3) of this section.
 (c) The information contained in the application pertaining to ownership, 
possession or control of the equipment or operation to be conducted is false.
 (3) A person whose application has been denied under subsection (2) of 
this section is not eligible to renew the application or to operate or participate 
directly or indirectly in the proposed operation for a period of time ordered by the 
department. The period of time ordered by the department under this subsection 
shall in no event be less than a period of six months from the date application has 
been denied and shall continue until the applicant has complied with any other 
penalties ordered by the department under this or other provisions of this chapter. 
An applicant may renew an application without prejudice by past violations after the 
penalty period under this subsection.
 (4) Upon request, any person whose application has been denied under 
subsection (2) of this section shall be granted a hearing. This subsection does not 
require a separate or additional hearing for applicants if the issues are addressed 
as part of any hearing on the application. After the hearing, the department shall 
grant or deny the application in conformity with the findings.
 (5) Subsection (2) of this section shall be strictly construed for purposes 
described in this subsection and shall control over any other purposes or policy 
considerations under the laws relating to motor carriers. The department shall 
exercise the authority granted under subsection (2) of this section to assure that 
persons described in subsection (2)(b) of this section:
 (a) Achieve an awareness of and respect for the provisions of this chapter, ORS 
chapter 818 and rules of the department.
 (b) Do not legitimize activities that violate this chapter, ORS chapter 818 or the 
rules of the department by applying for and receiving any operating authority to 
continue previously unlawful activities.
 (6) If the department determines that a carrier issued authority under this 
chapter is not providing requested transportation services that are within the 
authority of the carrier, the department shall limit the authority of the carrier 
to service that the carrier is actually providing unless the carrier provides full 
transportation services permitted under the carrier’s authority. [Formerly 767.130; 
1997 c.722 §4; 2009 c.433 §9; 2015 c.283 §18]

 825.137 Cancellation, revocation or suspension of authority, generally. 
(1) Certificates and permits when issued shall be valid until suspended or revoked 
when the carrier is found by the Department of Transportation to be in violation of 
this chapter or ORS chapter 818. A variance permit issued under ORS chapter 818 
shall be valid for the length of time for which it is issued unless prior to that time the 
permit is suspended or revoked by the Department of Transportation for violation of 
this chapter or ORS chapter 818.
 (2) Certificates or permits, or variance permits issued pursuant to ORS 
chapter 818, may be suspended or canceled by the department based upon the 
department’s own motion after notice and hearing, when the certificate or permit 
holder:
 (a) Or agents or employees of the holder have repeatedly violated this chapter 
or other highway or motor laws of this state. In applying this paragraph the 
department may consider violations by agents or employees of the holder that 
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occurred prior to the time they became agents or employees of the holder, but only 
if the agent or employee has a substantial interest or control, directly or indirectly, in 
or over the operation of the holder.
 (b) Has repeatedly violated or avoided any order or rule of the department.
 (c) Is a transporter of household goods and has repeatedly made unlawful 
rebates or repeatedly underestimated transportation charges to clients.
 (d) Has repeatedly refused or has repeatedly failed, after being requested to 
do so, to furnish service authorized by certificate. The department in such cases 
may also, in the discretion of the department, restrict the certificate to conform with 
operations conducted.
 (e) Has not, except for reasons beyond the control of the holder, transported 
household goods authorized by the certificate for a period exceeding 180 
consecutive days immediately preceding the filing of the complaint in the 
proceeding. The department in these cases may also, in the discretion of the 
department, restrict the certificate to conform with operations performed that were 
required by the public convenience and necessity.
 (f) Has not, except for reasons beyond the control of the holder, transported 
property authorized by the permit for a period exceeding one year immediately 
preceding the filing of the complaint in the proceeding.
 (g) Has refused, or has failed, within the time provided, to file the annual report 
required by ORS 825.320 or has failed or refused to maintain records required by 
the department or to produce such records for examination within the time set by 
the department.
 (h) Has failed to appear for hearing after notice that the certificate or permit is 
under investigation.
 (i) Has filed with the department an application which is false with regard to the 
ownership, possession or control of the equipment being used or the operation 
being conducted.
 (3) The department shall not suspend or revoke a certificate or permit of a 
vehicle or person described in ORS 825.020 unless the person or vehicle is in 
violation of this section and ORS 825.139, 825.141, 825.160, 825.164, 825.166, 
825.168, 825.210 (1) and (3), 825.212, 825.450, 825.454, 825.470, 825.472, 
825.474, 825.476, 825.480, 825.484, 825.488, 825.490, 825.492, 825.494, 
825.496, 825.498, 825.504, 825.506, 825.507, 825.508 or 825.515. [Formerly 
767.190; 1997 c.275 §37; 1997 c.722 §5; 1999 c.59 §249; 2015 c.283 §19]

 825.139 Suspension or cancellation of authority for tax delinquency or 
failure to file bond; notice; hearings. (1) A certificate or permit is subject to 
suspension or cancellation, if the holder thereof:
 (a) Is delinquent in reporting or paying any fees, taxes or penalties due the 
Department of Transportation, whether imposed under this chapter or under ORS 
chapter 826; or
 (b) Has refused or failed, within the time provided, to file a deposit or bond 
requested under ORS 825.506.
 (2) A written 10-day notice of suspension shall be given to the certificate or 
permit holder and unless a hearing is requested within such time, the certificate 
or permit shall be deemed suspended without further notice or hearing until the 
report, payment, bond or deposit is filed with the department.
 (3) Upon a written 10-day notice by the department, a certificate or permit may 
be suspended or canceled for any of the reasons set forth in subsection (1) of this 
section. If the certificate or permit is suspended, the filing of the report, payment, 
bond or deposit will not reinstate the authority until the suspension period has 
expired, except on order of the department. [Formerly 767.786; 1997 c.275 §38; 
2001 c.567 §9]
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 825.141 Reinstatement fee after suspension of authority. In addition to any 
other requirements of this chapter, a carrier whose operating authority has been 
suspended shall pay a reinstatement fee of $25 to the Department of Transportation 
before the operating authority may be reinstated, plus $5 for each vehicle issued a 
weight identifier under ORS 825.450, and shall demonstrate operational activity at 
the time of reinstatement. [Formerly 767.797; 2001 c.567 §3; 2019 c.491 §50]

 825.145 [Formerly 767.120; repealed by 1997 c.275 §44]

(Insurance)

 825.160 Liability insurance of carriers. (1) A person may not operate as a 
motor carrier on public highways of this state until the person has in effect a policy 
of public liability and property damage insurance.
 (2) Insurance required under this section shall be provided at minimum limits 
the Department of Transportation by rule may prescribe, and upon such terms, 
conditions and provisions as the department may determine to be necessary for the 
reasonable indemnification of the patrons of the applicant and of the public against 
damage and injury for which the applicant may be liable by reason of the operation 
of any motor vehicle. However, the insurance policy required of a carrier or persons 
engaged solely in interstate commerce need not provide for the protection of their 
patrons.
 (3) In fixing the amount of the insurance policy the Department of Transportation 
shall give due consideration to the character and amount of traffic, the number of 
persons involved and the degree of danger which the proposed operation involves. 
[Formerly 767.195; 2007 c.465 §9]

 825.162 Cargo insurance. (1) A certificate or permit may not be issued to 
any person to operate intrastate as a for-hire carrier of freight or express until 
the person has in effect cargo insurance in such penal sum as the Department 
of Transportation may deem necessary to protect adequately the interests of the 
public. This policy shall bind the assurer for loss of, or damage to, property carried 
in, upon or attached to the motor vehicles or other equipment operated by, for or 
under the control of the assured, or while in the care or custody of the assured.
 (2) The department may waive the requirement of cargo insurance for any 
carrier whose service is limited to commodities not subject to material damage or 
loss through ordinary transportation hazards. [Formerly 767.200; 2011 c.73 §1]
 825.164 Rules for compliance with ORS 825.160 and 825.162; notice prior to 
cancellation of insurance; suspension of authority when insurance inoperative. (1) 
The Department of Transportation by rule shall establish a system for determining 
how motor carriers demonstrate compliance with the insurance requirements of 
ORS 825.160 and 825.162. The system may require certification of compliance by 
the carrier or the filing of a policy with the department and may require different 
acts of compliance based on class of carrier or experience. The system shall 
also specify what acts constitute failure to comply for purposes of revocation or 
suspension of the carrier’s authority.
 (2) An insurance policy furnished under ORS 825.160 or 825.162 may not be 
canceled or otherwise terminated at any time prior to its expiration until the entity 
that executed the policy has filed with the department a notice of cancellation as 
provided in the policy. The cancellation is effective not less than 30 days from the 
date of receipt, and no agreement between the parties thereto shall operate to 
avoid this restriction upon cancellation.
 (3) If any insurance policy required under ORS 825.160 or 825.162 becomes 
inoperative, the authority under the certificate or permit involved shall cease and be 
suspended insofar as it pertains to any affected vehicles until an insurance policy 
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meeting the requirements of ORS 825.160 and 825.162 becomes effective and is 
accepted by the department. [Formerly 767.205; 2011 c.73 §2]

 825.166 Deposit of securities or letter of credit. (1) In lieu of the insurance 
policy or surety bond, the holder of any certificate or permit may file with the 
Department of Transportation an irrevocable letter of credit issued by an insured 
institution, as defined in ORS 706.008, or money, bank or savings and loan savings 
certificates, or bonds, negotiable by delivery, of the State of Oregon, school districts 
therein, or of any county therein, or obligations of the United States, or obligations 
for which the faith of the United States is pledged for the payment of both the 
principal and interest, equal in amount to the amount of the insurance policy or 
bond required by the department.
 (2) So long as the deposit remains unencumbered the depositor is entitled to 
collect the interest upon such securities.
 (3) The department shall hold the securities or letter of credit upon such terms 
as the department shall designate and approve pursuant to the provisions of this 
chapter, and shall deliver such securities or letter of credit to the State Treasurer, 
who shall receive and hold them subject to the lawful orders of the department. 
The State Treasurer and the surety or letter of credit issuer of the treasurer shall be 
liable upon the official bond or letter of credit for their safekeeping. The depositors 
shall reimburse the State Treasurer for any expenses incurred by the treasurer in 
the mailing, insuring, shipping or delivering of any such securities or letter of credit, 
or of the interest coupons attached thereto as they mature.
 (4) Such substituted security or letter of credit shall be subject to the liabilities 
imposed by the terms of the policy of insurance or surety bond or letter of credit 
then currently used by the department.
 (5) If the securities or letter of credit provided for in this section are furnished 
in lieu of an insurance policy or bond, they shall not be subject to withdrawal 
or assignment by the holder of the certificate or permit, either voluntarily or by 
operation of law, until the expiration of one year after the holder of the certificate or 
permit, in connection with which they are furnished has:
 (a) Substituted therefor a policy of insurance as provided in ORS 825.160 and 
825.162;
 (b) The certificate or permit canceled; or
 (c) Surrendered such certificate or permit to the department for cancellation and 
has ceased operation thereunder.
 (6) If any such securities become impaired in value, the department shall require 
additional protection by insurance, bond, letter of credit or substitute security to 
the extent that the value of the securities may have become impaired. [Formerly 
767.210; 1997 c.631 §559; 2011 c.73 §3]

 825.168 Self-insurance. (1) Any for-hire carrier, engaged in interstate or 
interstate and intrastate operations within the State of Oregon, which is or becomes 
qualified as a self-insurer with the United States Department of Transportation in 
accordance with laws of the United States applicable to self-insurance by motor 
carriers, is exempt, so long as such qualification remains effective, from the 
provisions of ORS 825.160 to 825.166.
 (2) The Department of Transportation may require proof of the existence and 
continuation of exempt status to be made by affidavit of the carrier in a form and at 
the times as the department may prescribe. [Formerly 767.215; 2007 c.465 §10]

 825.170 Prohibited indemnification provisions in motor carrier 
transportation contracts; exceptions. (1) Except as provided under subsections 
(2) and (3) of this section, any provision in a motor carrier transportation contract 
that requires either party or either party’s surety or insurer to indemnify or hold 
harmless the other party against liability for death, personal injury or property 
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damage caused in whole or in part by the negligence or intentional acts or 
omissions of the other party is void.
 (2) This section does not affect any provision in a motor carrier transportation 
contract that requires either party or either party’s surety or insurer to indemnify 
another person against liability for death, personal injury or property damage that 
arises out of the fault of the indemnitor, or the fault of the indemnitor’s agents, 
representatives or subcontractors.
 (3) This section does not apply to any Uniform Intermodal Interchange and 
Facilities Access Agreement administered by the Intermodal Association of North 
America or any other agreement providing for the interchange, use or possession of 
intermodal chassis, intermodal containers or other intermodal equipment.
 (4) As used in this section, “motor carrier transportation contract” means any 
written agreement for:
 (a) The transportation of personal property for compensation or hire;
 (b) Entry upon real property for the purpose of packing, loading, unloading or 
transporting personal property for compensation or hire; or
 (c) A service incidental to an activity described in paragraph (a) or (b) of 
this subsection including, but not limited to, storage of personal property for 
compensation or hire. [2011 c.159 §2]

(Fees)

 825.180 Application fee; transfer fee; refunds. (1) In addition to the other fees 
prescribed in this chapter:
 (a) A person applying for a certificate under ORS 825.110 shall pay an 
application fee of $300.
 (b) A person applying for a permit under ORS 825.127 shall pay a fee of $50.
 (c) A person applying for a permit under ORS 825.102 shall pay an application 
fee of $300.
 (d) A person applying for a change in a permit shall pay a fee of $50.
 (e) A person applying for transfer of a certificate shall pay a fee of $300.
 (f) A person making an application under any provision of this chapter not 
specified in this subsection shall pay a fee of $150 if the matter is set for a hearing.
 (2) The Department of Transportation may refund the fees collected under this 
section if the applicant parties or their duly authorized representatives make written 
request for a refund, if:
 (a) Request for withdrawal of the application was received by the department 
no later than five days before the hearing date, or if no hearing is required, such 
request must have been received prior to issuance of authority; and
 (b) The department finds that:
 (A) The applicant is not eligible to file the application;
 (B) Certificate authority is not needed for the service intended;
 (C) The applicant’s death or serious illness precludes conducting the operations 
for which application was made; or
 (D) The transferor withdraws consent for the transfer of the certificate. [Formerly 
767.305; 1997 c.275 §39; 2003 c.754 §7; 2009 c.433 §10; 2015 c.283 §20]

(Regulatory Authority Generally)

 825.200 Rules and orders regarding uniform cargo liability and joint line 
rates. (1) With respect to intrastate transportation by motor carriers, the Department 
of Transportation may adopt and enforce rules, and issue and enforce orders, 
related to:
 (a) Uniform cargo liability, uniform bills of lading or receipts and uniform cargo 
credit; and
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 (b) Joint line rates, and routes, classifications and mileage guides for the 
purpose of providing antitrust immunity.
 (2) Rules and orders adopted and issued under subsection (1) of this section 
are mandatory only in respect to transportation described in ORS 825.202. [1995 
c.306 §3]

 825.202 Department’s authority over for-hire carriers of household goods. 
The Department of Transportation shall supervise and regulate the transportation of 
household goods by for-hire carriers and with respect to the transportation service 
shall:
 (1) After hearing, regulate and prescribe just, fair and reasonable rates, 
classifications and practices.
 (2)(a) Prescribe the kind and form of accounts, manifests, receipts and 
records to be used and kept pertaining to operation, prescribe the method and 
manner of keeping the accounts, manifests, receipts and records and require their 
preservation for such time as the department may determine proper; and
 (b) Have access to the accounts, manifests, receipts and records with right of 
audit and inspection at all reasonable times.
 (3) Require the filing of such periodical or other reports or data of such carriers 
as the department deems necessary.
 (4) Require reasonably adequate service and facilities. [Formerly 767.405; 2015 
c.283 §10]

 825.204 Regulation of shipping receipts, changes of vehicles and routes, 
records and mileage for carriers of household goods; rules. The Department 
of Transportation may: (1) Require every person operating as a for-hire carrier of 
household goods to issue a receipt in triplicate for freight received for shipment, 
which shall contain the name of the truck operator, date and place received, name 
of consignor, name of consignee, destination, description of shipment, weight, 
rate and charges, and signature of the carrier or agent; one of said receipts to be 
delivered to the consignor, one to consignee and one to be retained by carrier in its 
files.
 (2) Prescribe rules governing amendments of certificates or permits covering 
additions to and withdrawals of vehicles and the extension or contraction of routes, 
and the filing of applications therefor.
 (3) Prescribe forms of accounts and records to be kept, reports to be made 
and blanks to be used by for-hire carriers in transportation operations, and matters 
incidental thereto. [Formerly 767.460]

 825.206 Duties of interstate carriers. A person engaged exclusively in the 
conduct of interstate transportation shall:
 (1) Observe and comply with the laws of this state regulating traffic on its 
highways, or the operation of motor vehicles thereon, or limiting the size, weight or 
speed of motor vehicles; and
 (2) Observe and comply with the laws of this state and with the orders, rules and 
regulations of the Department of Transportation, county courts, boards of county 
commissioners and municipal authorities to protect the highways from substantial 
damage and to promote safety to other users thereof, to adjacent property and 
facilities and to the public. [Formerly 767.430; 1997 c.249 §263]

 825.208 [Formerly 767.440; repealed by 1997 c.275 §44]

 825.210 Regulation of motor vehicles. The Department of Transportation may:
 (1) Require the weighing of motor vehicles loaded and empty at reasonably 
frequent intervals;
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 (2) Inspect and require proper equipment and markings of motor vehicles and 
insure the making of necessary repairs, to promote efficient and safe operation; and
 (3) Prescribe the character of appliances to be used on motor vehicles to 
establish correct mileage traveled by such vehicles and require the installation and 
proper repair and inspection of such appliances. [Formerly 767.450]
 825.212 Regulation of mileage records; distinguishing marks. The Department 
of Transportation may:
 (1) Prescribe such methods and means as the department determines to be 
necessary for checking, verifying and ascertaining the number of miles traveled by 
each motor vehicle operated by for-hire carrier and private carrier and insure that 
the mileage charged for is computed on basis of extreme mileage traveled.
 (2) Prescribe distinguishing marks, such as signs, colors, lights, tags and plates 
as may be convenient or necessary for distinguishing classes of carriers or for 
protective or regulatory purposes; but not inconsistent with the Oregon Vehicle 
Code. [Formerly 767.895]

(Rate Regulation)

 825.220 Temporary rate procedures. Notwithstanding ORS 825.202 (1), 
after petition by any interested person, or upon the department’s own motion, the 
Department of Transportation may permit the establishment or modification of rates, 
classifications and practices to become temporarily effective without a hearing if the 
department finds that such action is in the public interest. The department shall hold 
the hearing required by ORS 825.202 (1) as soon thereafter as is practicable. Any 
such rates, classifications and practices determined after hearing shall be effective 
as though originally determined pursuant to ORS 825.202. [Formerly 767.407]

 825.222 Publication of notice of proposed rate establishment or 
modification. When directed by the Department of Transportation, any for-hire 
carrier of household goods, or agent on behalf of the carrier, that proposes the 
establishment or modification of a rate, classification or practice shall publish 
notice of the proposal in a newspaper of general circulation in the area in which 
the proposal shall be effective. Publication shall be within the time provided by the 
department. [Formerly 767.409; 2015 c.283 §21]

 825.224 Rate regulation of carriers of household goods. (1) The rates, 
classifications, rules and practices used by for-hire carriers in the transportation of 
household goods shall be prescribed by the Department of Transportation and:
 (a) Be plainly stated in tariffs available to the public at each carrier’s office, and 
at the office of the department; and
 (b) Be just, reasonable and fair and may not be unduly discriminatory, prejudicial 
or preferential.
 (2) A for-hire carrier of household goods may not:
 (a) Charge, collect or receive a different remuneration for the transportation of 
household goods, or for any related service, than the rates that have been legally 
prescribed and filed with the department.
 (b) Refund or remit in any manner or by any device any portion of the rates 
required to be collected by its tariffs or written contracts on file with the department.
 (3)(a) Any action against for-hire carriers of household goods for recovery 
of overcharges, or by the carriers for the collection of undercharges, shall be 
commenced within two years from the time the cause of action accrued.
 (b) As used in this subsection:
 (A) “Overcharges” means charges assessed for transportation service that 
are more than the rates applicable under the tariff lawfully in effect or in written 
contracts on file with the department.
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 (B) “Undercharges” means charges assessed for transportation service that are 
less than the rates applicable under the tariff lawfully in effect or in written contracts 
on file with the department.
 (4) The department shall check the records of for-hire carriers of household 
goods for the purpose of discovering all discriminations and rebates. The 
department:
 (a) Upon the department’s own motion, may, and upon the complaint of 
any aggrieved person, shall, pursuant to written notice served upon any carrier 
subject to this subsection, investigate the carrier’s service and the carrier’s rates, 
classifications, rules and practices; and
 (b) To the extent that the rates, classifications, rules or practices are found 
by the department to be unreasonable, unlawful, unfair or unduly discriminatory, 
preferential or prejudicial, shall, by orders based upon the evidence, require the 
carrier to comply with just, fair, lawful and reasonable rates, classifications, rules 
and practices established by the department. Such carrier shall immediately comply 
with such orders.
 (5) The department may suspend a tariff of for-hire carriers of household goods 
that the department believes will impair the ability of the carriers to serve the public 
or that appears to be unjust, unfair, unreasonable, prejudicial, discriminatory or 
otherwise unlawful. [Formerly 767.410; 2015 c.27 §61; 2015 c.283 §11]

 825.226 Rating bureaus; rules. (1) The Department of Transportation shall 
adopt rules providing for guidelines and requirements for the formation of bureaus 
that carriers regulated under this chapter may join to develop and maintain 
reasonable rates for transportation services. The rules shall include procedures 
to assure that rates established through the rate bureaus are without unjust 
discriminations, undue preferences or advantages or practices that are unfair or 
that the department determines will adversely affect competition.
 (2) The department may establish any rule for the regulation of rate bureaus 
under this section that the department determines to be in the public interest.
 (3) Carriers regulated under this chapter may become members of rate bureaus 
that meet the requirements established by the department under this section and 
may use the services of the rate bureaus in the development of rates and rating 
practices, classifications, divisions and rules that relate to rates in a manner allowed 
by the department. [Formerly 767.505]

(Classifications)

 825.230 Carrier to operate only in class for which authority issued; effect 
of violation. (1) The Department of Transportation shall, in issuing certificates or 
permits, classify the applicants as to their proper class under the law and no carrier 
shall operate in a different class without certificate or permit from the department.
 (2) An authorized for-hire carrier may act as a private carrier without separate or 
additional authority.
 (3) If, after notice and hearing, the department finds that any carrier is 
operating in a class other than that for which the certificate or permit is issued, the 
department shall revoke or suspend the certificate or permit, or order the carrier 
to cease and desist the illegal or irregular practices found. [Formerly 767.180; 1997 
c.249 §264; 2001 c.567 §4]

 825.232 General authority to prescribe and enforce rules and 
classifications. (1) The Department of Transportation shall, by general order or 
otherwise, prescribe and enforce rules in conformity with this chapter to better 
accomplish the enforcement of its provisions, which shall cover and include for-hire 
carriers and private carriers and their operations.
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 (2) The department may make such subdivisions of the carriers, as classified 
in this chapter, as in the opinion of the department may work to the efficient 
administration of this chapter and shall do all things necessary to carry out and 
enforce its provisions.
 (3) All rules made by the department pursuant to this chapter and filed in the 
office of the department have the force and effect of law.
 (4) This section does not restrict the powers of the county courts or boards of 
county commissioners under existing laws and amendments thereof.
 (5) Without restricting the general powers conferred upon the department to 
prescribe and enforce rules, the department is vested with special authority with 
respect to the matters listed in ORS 825.204, 825.210 and 825.212. [Formerly 
767.445; 1997 c.249 §265]

 825.234 Classes of carriers of household goods; filing of tariff. (1) For-
hire carriers of household goods shall be classified, and the classification shall be 
shown on the carrier’s certificate when issued or reissued by the Department of 
Transportation, as follows:
 (a) Irregular route transportation of household goods.
 (b) Local cartage of household goods.
 (2) Irregular route carriers of household goods shall file tariffs and classifications 
governing rates.
 (3) Cartage carriers of household goods shall file tariffs and classifications 
governing rates. The department shall, after hearing, determine what territorial 
limits will be included within the commercial area adjacent to the limits of any 
incorporated city. [Formerly 767.415; 2015 c.283 §12]

 825.236 [Formerly 767.416; repealed by 1997 c.275 §44]

(Local Cartage of Household Goods)

 825.240 Inapplicability of certain regulatory statutes to local cartage 
activities; application for authority; rules. (1) The provisions of ORS 825.202, 
825.220, 825.224 and 825.234, except for ORS 825.202 (2), (3) and (4), do not 
apply to for-hire carriers of household goods who are engaged in local cartage 
of property within areas designated in rules adopted by the Department of 
Transportation. The department shall designate a local cartage area as exempt 
from economic regulation if the department finds from the record and evidence in a 
rulemaking proceeding that:
 (a) The gross revenue derived from local cartage of household goods in the 
designated cartage area by carriers does not exceed $100,000 a year;
 (b) The population of the affected city or cartage area is less than 10,000;
 (c) The incorporated city or designated cartage area is not an essential part of a 
metropolitan, industrial or homogeneous economic area;
 (d) The incorporated city or cartage area is not contiguous to another city or 
within the area encompassed by the commercial zone of another city;
 (e) Service to the public would not be adversely affected;
 (f) The carrier’s ability to render service would not be adversely affected; and
 (g) It is not otherwise adverse to the public interest to exclude such area from 
regulation.
 (2) If the department finds in a future rulemaking proceeding that adequate 
service is not being provided or that the public interest demands that the exemption 
be removed, the department shall remove the exemption and require the affected 
cartage carriers to comply with the provisions of this chapter.
 (3) Within 90 days after the effective date of the order removing the exemption, 
carriers who operated within the local cartage area for at least six consecutive 
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months immediately preceding the effective date of the order may file with the 
department an application for operating authority. The application shall be 
accompanied by evidence of qualified operations in the local cartage area. If the 
department finds that the applicant has engaged in qualified operations in the 
area, the department shall issue an appropriate certificate authorizing the carrier to 
provide service within the area. Applicants may continue to provide service pending 
the department’s decision on the application. [Formerly 767.417]

 825.245 [2003 c.754 §3; repealed by 2009 c.433 §15]

 825.246 [2003 c.754 §4; repealed by 2009 c.433 §15]

(Intrastate Transportation of Household Goods)

 825.247 Imposition of fee on certain household goods carriers; penalty for 
nonpayment; rules. (1) The Department of Transportation may impose an annual 
fee in an amount determined under subsection (2) of this section on each for-hire 
carrier of household goods to defray the costs to the department of regulating 
persons offering or providing intrastate transportation of household goods without a 
certificate. The department shall establish the due date of the fee by rule and shall 
give notice to each for-hire carrier of household goods at least 15 days prior to the 
due date.
 (2) The fee imposed under this section on each carrier may not exceed 0.1 
percent of the carrier’s gross operating revenue derived from transportation of 
household goods within this state in the prior calendar year, except that the fee 
may not be less than $100. A for-hire carrier of household goods in its first year of 
operation shall pay a fee of $100.
 (3) The fee imposed under this section is in addition to any other fee prescribed 
in this chapter for for-hire carriers of household goods.
 (4) A for-hire carrier of household goods shall submit with the fee required 
by this section a statement verified by the carrier showing the gross operating 
revenues of the carrier derived from transportation of household goods within this 
state in the prior calendar year. The department shall prescribe the form for the 
statement and the information that must be included and may audit the forms at any 
time. The department may refund any overpayment of the fee in the same manner 
as the department refunds other moneys collected from motor carriers.
 (5) A for-hire carrier of household goods that fails to pay the fee required by this 
section by the due date shall be subject to suspension under ORS 825.139. [2003 
c.754 §5; 2009 c.433 §11]

(Safety Regulation)

 825.248 Annual commercial motor vehicle safety plan. (1) The Department 
of Transportation shall develop an annual commercial motor vehicle safety plan. 
The goal of the plan is to reduce accidents involving commercial motor vehicles 
and to reduce injuries and fatalities resulting from accidents involving commercial 
motor vehicles. The priority for each year’s plan shall be determined on the basis 
of accurate and timely data. The department shall use performance measures to 
determine the success of an annual plan and to develop the subsequent plan.
 (2) In conducting inspections described in ORS 810.560, a person who is 
trained and certified as a commercial vehicle inspector under ORS 810.560 shall 
adhere to the provisions of the commercial motor vehicle safety plan developed 
under subsection (1) of this section. [2003 c.589 §4a]

 825.250 Stop for inspection. (1) An authorized representative of the 
Department of Transportation may require a person driving a vehicle or combination 
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of vehicles subject to regulation by the department on a street or highway to stop 
and submit to an inspection of the driver, the cargo or the vehicle or combination 
of vehicles at any location where representatives of the department are conducting 
tests and inspections when signs are displayed requiring such stop.
 (2) As used in this section, “authorized representative” means a city, county 
or state employee who has been trained and certified by the department as a 
commercial vehicle inspector and who is employed either by the department or 
by an agency that has an agreement with the department to provide inspections 
of commercial vehicles, drivers, general cargo or hazardous materials. [Formerly 
767.452]

 825.252 Safety regulations relating to drivers or operators; uniformity with 
federal regulations; rules. (1) The Department of Transportation shall, after public 
notice and hearing, adopt rules that require for-hire and private carriers to:
 (a) Protect and safeguard the health and safety of all employees, passengers 
and the public by prescribing the limit of hours that drivers or operators of motor 
vehicles may remain on duty at any time and the required number of hours released 
from duty.
 (b) Establish minimum qualifications for persons who drive motor vehicles, as, 
for, or on behalf of the carrier.
 (c) Meet and maintain minimum requirements established by the department 
for safety of operations and equipment of motor vehicles subject to their operations 
and control.
 (2) Venue for prosecution for the violation of rules adopted under this section 
lies:
 (a) In the county in which the defendant resides if the defendant is a resident of 
this state.
 (b) In the county where the violation was committed if the defendant is not a 
resident of this state.
 (3) The department may revoke the certificate or permit of any person for 
repeated violation of the laws or rules governing hours of service.
 (4) The rules promulgated under subsection (1) of this section should provide for 
uniformity between state and federal motor carrier safety and hours of service rules 
insofar as practicable. [Formerly 767.455]

 825.254 Limitation on movement of vehicles to particular days of week; 
rules. Except as provided in this section, the Department of Transportation shall not 
adopt rules limiting the movement of vehicles that are subject to regulation under 
this chapter to any particular days of the week. The department may adopt rules 
described under this section if:
 (1) The rules are recommended by the Superintendent of State Police; and
 (2) The department determines that the rules are required to protect the interest 
and safety of the general public. [Formerly 767.456]

 825.256 Rules for transportation of infectious waste. The Department of 
Transportation may establish rules governing the conditions for transportation 
of infectious waste that is not an incidental part of other solid waste. The rules 
may require persons transporting infectious waste for consideration to register 
separately with the Department of Transportation as an infectious waste transporter 
and may specify the terms of that registration, including a fee for such registration. 
The Department of Transportation may require that persons transporting infectious 
waste for consideration document the county and state of origin of the waste. As 
used in this section, “infectious waste” has the meaning given in ORS 459.386. 
[Formerly 767.034]
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 825.258 Rules for transportation of hazardous waste, hazardous material 
and PCB; civil penalty. (1) The Department of Transportation shall adopt rules that 
conform to any applicable federal rules setting standards for the safe transportation 
of hazardous waste, hazardous material and PCB. The rules shall be applicable to 
any person who transports, or causes to be transported, any hazardous material.
 (2) The authority granted under this section:
 (a) Is in addition to any other authority granted the department.
 (b) Does not supersede the authority of the Energy Facility Siting Council to 
regulate the transportation of radioactive materials under ORS 469.550, 469.563, 
469.603 to 469.619 and 469.992.
 (3) In addition to any other penalty for violation of a rule adopted under this 
section, the department, after hearing, may impose a civil penalty of not more 
than $10,000 for violation of a rule adopted under this section. Each day of 
noncompliance with a rule is a separate violation. [Formerly 767.457]

 825.260 Impoundment of vehicles unlawfully transporting hazardous 
wastes or substances. (1) In addition to any other enforcement measure allowed, 
if a person violates the provisions of ORS 466.080 or 825.258 or rules adopted by 
the Department of Transportation under ORS 466.080 or 825.258, the department 
may impound the person’s vehicle transporting, about to transport or that has 
transported hazardous waste, PCB or hazardous substance within the state. 
The department may charge a reasonable fee for the costs of impoundment and 
storage, if any, before releasing any vehicle to its owner.
 (2) As used in this section and ORS 825.258:
 (a) “Hazardous substance” includes any substance defined by the department 
as hazardous.
 (b) “Hazardous waste” has the meaning given that term in ORS 466.005.
 (c) “PCB” has the meaning given that term in ORS 466.505 when the PCB is a 
waste product of an industrial, commercial or other activity. [Formerly 767.458]

(Enforcement)

 825.300 Utilization of state police in enforcing chapter. The Department 
of Transportation shall call upon the state police for all police service or police 
assistance necessary for the proper and efficient policing of carriers operating 
under this chapter. The department and the state police shall cooperate in the 
enforcement of this chapter to the end that there may be no duplication of service 
or expense. [Formerly 767.475]

 825.302 Service of process on nonresident carrier by serving the 
department. (1) The Department of Transportation is the true and lawful attorney 
upon whom all process, summons or notices in any action, suit or proceeding 
against each motor carrier residing or having its principal place of business outside 
this state may be served, when such action, suit or proceeding is caused by or 
relates to the operation of motor vehicles of or by such carrier within the state.
 (2) The service of process, summons or notice upon such carrier may be made 
by leaving a copy thereof, together with a copy of the complaint or order, in the 
office of the department. The department shall forthwith notify such carrier of such 
service by letter directed to it at its residence or place of business as shown by the 
records of the department. [Formerly 767.495]

 825.304 Vehicle owner to be made party to certificate or permit 
enforcement proceedings; dismissal of charges against driver. (1) In any 
prosecution for any violation of ORS 825.100 or 825.104 of any driver who is 
employed by the owner or lessee of the vehicle involved in the violation to operate 
the vehicle, the court shall make the owner or lessee of the vehicle a codefendant 
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if appearance has not been made by the driver within 15 days of the date the driver 
was cited to appear in court.
 (2) If it is found that the owner or lessee caused or permitted the driver to 
operate the vehicle in violation of ORS 825.100 or 825.104, and if the owner or 
lessee is found guilty of violating any of those provisions, the court may dismiss the 
charges against the driver. [Formerly 767.500]

(Reports, Records and Funds)

 825.320 Carrier’s annual report to department. On or before April 1 of each 
year, unless additional time is granted, every certificated motor carrier shall file with 
the Department of Transportation a report, verified under oath by its chief officer, 
agent or owner, in such form and containing such information as the department 
shall prescribe, covering the year ending December 31 next preceding. [Formerly 
767.605]

 825.322 Disclosure of hazardous waste transportation reports and 
information to Environmental Protection Agency. Records, reports and 
information obtained or used by the Department of Transportation in administering 
the hazardous waste program under ORS 825.258 shall be available to the United 
States Environmental Protection Agency upon request. If the records, reports or 
information has been submitted to the department under a claim of confidentiality, 
the state shall make that claim of confidentiality to the Environmental Protection 
Agency for the requested records, reports or information. The federal agency shall 
treat the records, reports or information that is subject to the confidentiality claim as 
confidential in accordance with applicable federal law. [Formerly 767.644]

 825.324 [Formerly 767.625; repealed by 1997 c.275 §44]

 825.325 Intrastate for-hire carrier of household goods required to obtain 
and retain criminal background check; rules. An authorized intrastate for-hire 
carrier of household goods shall obtain and retain for a period of at least three 
years a criminal background check of each employee whose duties may require 
contact with the public or entry into a private residence or storage facility for the 
purpose of providing or facilitating the transportation of household goods. The 
department shall adopt rules for conducting the criminal background check required 
and may prohibit an employee’s activities based on the result of the criminal 
background check. [2009 c.433 §5]

 825.326 Motor Carrier Account; Consumer Protection Household Moves 
Account. (1) Except as provided in subsection (2) of this section, all fees, taxes, 
charges and other sums collected by the Department of Transportation under this 
chapter shall be paid into the State Treasury and shall be placed to the credit of an 
account, separate and distinct from the General Fund, to be known as the Motor 
Carrier Account. Interest earned by the account shall be credited to the account.
 (2) Notwithstanding ORS 823.991, all fees collected under ORS 825.247 and 
all penalties collected under ORS 825.950 for offering to transport or transporting 
household goods without a certificate shall be paid into the State Treasury and 
shall be placed to the credit of an account, separate and distinct from the General 
Fund, to be known as the Consumer Protection Household Moves Account. Interest 
earned by the account shall be credited to the account. Moneys in the account are 
continuously appropriated to the department for purposes specified in subsection 
(5) of this section.
 (3) The department may purchase the necessary supplies and equipment and 
provide for all necessary and incidental expenses incurred by the department in 
administering and enforcing this chapter.
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 (4) All claims, duly approved by the department, that have been incurred in 
pursuance of law, shall be paid by warrants drawn in the manner provided by law, 
payable out of the Motor Carrier Account or the Consumer Protection Household 
Moves Account.
 (5) Moneys in the Consumer Protection Household Moves Account shall be used 
by the department exclusively for administration and enforcement of provisions 
of this chapter relating to persons that offer to provide or provide transportation 
of household goods without a certificate. [Formerly 767.630; 2003 c.754 §8; 2009 
c.433 §12]

 825.328 Monthly transfer of Motor Carrier Account surplus to State 
Highway Fund. On the last day of each month the Department of Transportation 
shall identify the balance of all money in excess of sufficient working capital to 
accommodate the department’s operating needs remaining in the Motor Carrier 
Account as of the close of business on the 25th day of such month, after deducting 
sums disbursed by warrants drawn on the Motor Carrier Account under ORS 
825.326. The department shall thereupon transfer the balance to the State Highway 
Fund. [Formerly 767.635; 2003 c.754 §9]

 825.330 Restrictions on use of funds. No part of the funds produced by this 
chapter shall be used by the Department of Transportation directly or indirectly:
 (1) For the purpose of investigating the rules, charges, practice or service of any 
carrier by rail.
 (2) In the administration or enforcement of any law or authority over any carrier 
by rail.
 (3) To investigate motor carriers beyond the appropriation made in this chapter. 
[Formerly 767.640; 1997 c.249 §266]

(Miscellaneous)

 825.350 Voluntary commuter ridesharing arrangement not to be taxed or 
licensed by local government. (1) A county, city or other municipal corporation 
may not impose a tax on, or require a license for, a voluntary commuter ridesharing 
arrangement using a motor vehicle with a seating capacity for not more than 15 
persons.
 (2) For the purposes of this section, “voluntary commuter ridesharing 
arrangement” has the meaning given that term in ORS 656.025. [Formerly 767.660; 
2015 c.27 §62]

 825.352 Advertising requirements for carriers of household goods. A 
carrier that transports household goods shall include the carrier’s certificate number 
in all newsprint classified advertising, newsprint display advertising, Internet 
advertising and telephone directory advertising prepared by or at the direction or 
request of the carrier. [Formerly 767.665; 2009 c.433 §13]

 825.354 Appointment of agents to issue passes, collect fees and taxes. 
The Department of Transportation may appoint agents to issue temporary passes 
provided in ORS 825.470 and to collect any fees and taxes required by this chapter. 
The department shall prescribe the duties and compensation of such agents 
and may require them to give bonds or irrevocable letters of credit issued by an 
insured institution, as defined in ORS 706.008, in such amount as the department 
determines appropriate, conditioned upon the faithful performance of their duties. 
[Formerly 767.062; 1997 c.631 §560; 2001 c.567 §5]

 825.356 Courts to forward copies of record on conviction for violation of 
chapter. The courts having jurisdiction of this chapter shall, upon a conviction of 



MOTOR CARRIERS

OREGON VEHICLE CODE (2021 Edition)Page 465

anyone for violation of this chapter, immediately forward a copy of the record of 
such conviction to the office of the Department of Transportation. [Formerly 767.065]

MOTOR CARRIER EDUCATION PROGRAM

 825.400 Rules for establishment of motor carrier education program; 
contents of program; fees. (1) The Department of Transportation shall establish 
a program for the education of motor carriers that covers, at a minimum, safety, 
weight mile tax and registration and size and weight regulations administered by 
the department.
 (2) The department may appoint agents to carry out the program established 
under this section.
 (3) The department shall prescribe fees sufficient to defray the costs of the 
program. Agents appointed by the department may assess the fees.
 (4) The department shall adopt rules to carry out the provisions of this section. 
[Formerly 767.751; 1997 c.249 §267; 2021 c.630 §19]

 825.402 Participation in program. (1) Except as provided in subsection (4) 
of this section, all motor carriers that are domiciled in Oregon and that receive a 
certificate or permit from the Department of Transportation for the first time on or 
after July 1, 1990, shall participate in the program established under ORS 825.400.
 (2) A motor carrier required by subsection (1) of this section to participate in the 
program must do so within 90 days of the date on which it receives a certificate or 
permit from the department.
 (3) In addition to motor carriers required to participate in the program 
established under ORS 825.400, the department may require participation by any 
motor carrier that:
 (a) Has underpaid its tax obligation for the use of the highways by 15 percent or 
more;
 (b) Exceeds by more than 15 percent, in a one-year period, the industry average 
for out-of-service violations for vehicle inspection or for accidents per mile; or
 (c) Receives, in a one-year period, two or more citations for being 10,000 
pounds or more overweight.
 (4) Subsection (1) of this section does not apply to a carrier receiving a 
certificate or permit for the first time on or after July 1, 1990, if the carrier is a 
successor in interest to a carrier that held a certificate or permit prior to that date.
 (5) Rules adopted by the department under ORS 825.400 shall require each 
motor carrier participating in the program to have at least one person having 
a substantial interest or control, directly or indirectly, in or over the operations 
conducted or to be conducted under the certificate or permit issued to the motor 
carrier participate in the program. No rule shall require the participation of a motor 
carrier more than one time except for motor carriers required to participate under 
subsection (3) of this section.
 (6) Rules adopted by the department under ORS 825.400 shall require each 
motor carrier participating in the program to attend at least eight hours of classroom 
instruction. The instruction may be provided in person or by an interactive, 
instructor-led webinar. [Formerly 767.752; 2001 c.567 §10; 2021 c.630 §18]

 825.404 [Formerly 767.753; repealed by 2021 c.630 §20]

DRUG AND ALCOHOL TESTING PROGRAM

 825.410 Drug and alcohol testing program. (1) Every motor carrier must:
 (a) Have an in-house drug and alcohol testing program that meets the federal 
requirements of 49 C.F.R. part 382; or
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 (b) Be a member of a consortium, as defined in 49 C.F.R. 382.107, that provides 
testing that meets the federal requirements.
 (2) At the time of registration or renewal of registration of a commercial vehicle 
or a commercial motor vehicle under any provision of ORS chapter 803 or 826, a 
motor carrier must certify to the Department of Transportation that the carrier is 
in compliance with subsection (1) of this section and, if the carrier belongs to a 
consortium, must provide the department with the names of persons who operate 
the consortium. [1999 c.1099 §2; 2021 c.630 §120]

 825.412 [1999 c.1099 §7; 2003 c.75 §111; repealed by 2021 c.630 §123]

 825.415 Drug and alcohol testing; school transportation provider. (1) As 
used in this section, “school transportation provider” means a school district or a 
school district contractor that uses school buses or school activity vehicles for:
 (a) The transportation of students or school personnel to or from school or 
school-related activities; or
 (b) Public transportation purposes as provided in ORS 332.427.
 (2) Every school transportation provider shall:
 (a) Have an in-house drug and alcohol testing program that meets the federal 
requirements of 49 C.F.R. part 382; or
 (b) Be a member of a consortium, as defined in 49 C.F.R. 382.107, that provides 
testing that meets the federal requirements.
 (3) Each calendar year, a school transportation provider shall certify to the 
Department of Education that the provider is in compliance with subsection (2) 
of this section and, if the provider belongs to a consortium, shall provide the 
department with the names of persons who operate the consortium.
 (4) When a medical review officer of a school transportation provider’s testing 
program or of the consortium the provider belongs to determines that a positive test 
result is valid, the officer shall report the finding to the department. [2013 c.163 §2; 
2021 c.630 §121]

 Note: 825.415 was added to and made a part of the Oregon Vehicle Code by 
legislative action but was not added to ORS chapter 825 or any series therein. See 
Preface to Oregon Revised Statutes for further explanation.

 825.418 [2013 c.163 §3; repealed by 2021 c.630 §123]

WEIGHT-MILE TAX
(Identification Devices)

 825.450 Weight identifier; period of validity; rules. (1) Upon application by 
a carrier, the Department of Transportation may issue a weight identifier for each 
vehicle the carrier enrolls with the department, which must state the combined 
weight of the vehicle or combination of vehicles. The department shall record each 
weight identifier electronically. This subsection does not apply to vehicles issued a 
temporary pass under ORS 825.470.
 (2) A person may not load any motor vehicle in excess of the combined weight 
stated on the weight identifier issued for that motor vehicle under subsection (1) of 
this section.
 (3) Weight identifiers issued under this section are valid from the first day of any 
calendar quarter to the last day of the fourth consecutive calendar quarter. Each 
carrier may select the calendar quarter in which the period will begin except that, if 
necessary for administrative convenience, the department may require a carrier to 
adopt a starting date chosen by the department.
 (4) All vehicles operating under the carrier’s authority shall have the same four-
quarter period of weight identifier validity. The department may allow a carrier to 



MOTOR CARRIERS

OREGON VEHICLE CODE (2021 Edition)Page 467

operate with expired weight identifiers for up to one extra quarter if the renewal 
application has been submitted. The extension of time allowed by this subsection 
shall be granted only if the department determines that the extension is necessary 
for the administrative convenience of the department.
 (5) The department may adopt rules necessary to administer the provisions 
of this section. [Formerly 767.775; 2001 c.567 §1; 2003 c.618 §50; 2007 c.465 §1; 
2017 c.750 §§57,58; 2018 c.93 §28a; 2019 c.491 §38]

 825.452 Initial registration period. In order to facilitate the registration 
issuance and registration renewal processes, when a carrier initially registers 
under ORS 826.009 or 826.037, the Department of Transportation may assign a 
registration period ranging from three to 12 months. [1995 c.39 §6; 2001 c.567 §6; 
2019 c.491 §41]

 825.454 Identification devices; applications. (1) The Department of 
Transportation, in the discretion of the department, may require the use of 
identification devices, such as cab cards, stamps or carrier identification numbers, 
to identify and be carried with or placed upon each motor vehicle authorized 
to be operated in Oregon subject to the provisions of this chapter. The form of 
any identification device and the method for its use shall be determined by the 
department.
 (2) Notwithstanding any other provision in this chapter, the department may 
require applications for identification devices to be made annually. [Formerly 
767.780; 2001 c.567 §7; 2003 c.753 §1; 2019 c.491 §42]

(Taxes and Fees)

 825.470 Temporary pass; fees; rules. (1) For single trip or short-time operation 
not exceeding 10 days of a vehicle subject to the provisions of this chapter, the 
Department of Transportation may issue a temporary pass identifying the motor 
vehicle. For this pass a fee of $9 for each motor vehicle shall be paid.
 (2) The department may adopt rules necessary to administer the provisions of 
this section. [Formerly 767.805; 2001 c.567 §8; 2007 c.465 §2]

 825.472 Determination of filing of reports or payments. (1) Any report or 
payment transmitted through the United States mail that is required to be filed with 
the Department of Transportation by ORS 825.474, 825.476, 825.480, 825.484, 
825.488, 825.490, 825.492, 825.494 and 825.496 shall be considered filed:
 (a) On the date shown by the post-office cancellation mark on the envelope or 
wrapper containing such report or payment.
 (b) On the date such report or payment was mailed if the post-office cancellation 
mark on the envelope or wrapper containing the report or payment is omitted or is 
not legible or if the report or payment is not received by the department and if the 
sender establishes to the satisfaction of the department that the report or payment 
was deposited in the United States mail on or before the date due for filing.
 (2) If the date for filing any report or payment required to be filed with the 
department by ORS 825.474, 825.476, 825.480, 825.484, 825.488, 825.490, 
825.492, 825.494 and 825.496 falls on a Saturday, Sunday or legal holiday, a filing 
shall be considered timely if made on the next business day.
 (3) Notwithstanding the provisions of subsection (1)(a) of this section, a report 
or payment that is required to be filed with the department by ORS 825.474, 
825.476, 825.480, 825.484, 825.488, 825.490, 825.492, 825.494 and 825.496 
and that is filed by a person whose certificate or permit is suspended under ORS 
825.139 (1)(a) for delinquent reporting or paying shall be considered filed on the 
date it is received by the department. [Formerly 767.810; 1997 c.275 §41]
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 825.474 Motor carrier tax for use of highways. (1) In addition to other fees 
and taxes imposed by law upon carriers, there shall be assessed against and 
collected from every carrier a tax for the use of the highways, to apply to the cost of 
administration of this chapter and for the maintenance, operation, construction and 
reconstruction of public highways.
 (2) The tax rate which shall apply to each motor vehicle shall be based upon the 
declared combined weight of the motor vehicle and in accordance with the weight 
group tax rates as shown in the tables set forth in ORS 825.476.
 (3) For the purpose of computing the tax due:
 (a) Table “A” applies to motor vehicles subject to the tax imposed by this section 
that are not issued an annual variance permit under ORS 818.200 (1)(a) to (c) to 
operate with a combined weight of more than 80,000 pounds.
 (b) Table “B” applies to motor vehicles subject to the tax imposed by this section 
that are issued or required to obtain an annual variance permit under ORS 818.200 
(1)(a) to (c) to operate with a combined weight of more than 80,000 pounds.
 (c) The declared combined weight shall be the combined weight, as defined in 
ORS 825.005, declared in the application for authority under ORS 825.100, subject 
to audit and approval by the Department of Transportation.
 (d) In addition to any tax due under this chapter, motor vehicles that exceed the 
maximum vehicle weight limits for annual variance permits under ORS 818.200 (1)
(a) to (c) are subject to the road use assessment fee imposed under ORS 818.225 
for the entire motor vehicle weight, minus the road use assessment fee for the 
maximum vehicle weight allowed under the annual variance permit.
 (4) The tax for each motor vehicle when table “A” or “B” is used shall be 
computed by multiplying the extreme mileage of travel in Oregon by the appropriate 
weight group tax rate as it appears in the table. [Formerly 767.815]

 825.475 Exemption from motor carrier tax and fuel tax. Notwithstanding 
ORS 319.020, 319.530 and 825.474, a person operating a motor vehicle with a 
combined weight of 26,000 pounds or more is not required to pay the weight-mile 
tax imposed under ORS 825.474 or fuel taxes imposed under ORS 319.020 and 
319.530, if:
 (1) The person is not operating as a for-hire carrier; and
 (2) The person is operating the motor vehicle for the purpose of emissions 
research and development and the United States Environmental Protection 
Agency has provided a testing exemption from complying with federal emission 
requirements. [2015 c.716 §15]

 Note: 825.475 is repealed January 1, 2026. See sections 40 and 41, chapter 
579, Oregon Laws 2019.

 825.476 Carrier tax tables. (1) For the period beginning on January 1, 2018, 
and ending on December 31, 2019:

_____________________________________

MILEAGE TAX RATE TABLE “A”
Declared Combined  

Weight Groups 
(Pounds)

Fee Rates 
Per Mile 
(Mills)

26,001 to 28,000 62.3
28,001 to 30,000 66.0
30,001 to 32,000 68.9
32,001 to 34,000 72.1
34,001 to 36,000 74.9
36,001 to 38,000 78.7
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38,001 to 40,000 81.7
40,001 to 42,000 84.7
42,001 to 44,000 87.8
44,001 to 46,000 90.7
46,001 to 48,000 93.7
48,001 to 50,000 96.8
50,001 to 52,000 100.4
52,001 to 54,000 104.1
54,001 to 56,000 108.0
56,001 to 58,000 112.5
58,001 to 60,000 117.7
60,001 to 62,000 123.7
62,001 to 64,000 130.6
64,001 to 66,000 138.0
66,001 to 68,000 147.8
68,001 to 70,000 158.3
70,001 to 72,000 168.7
72,001 to 74,000 178.3
74,001 to 76,000 187.5
76,001 to 78,000 196.6
78,001 to 80,000 204.8

_____________________________________

AXLE-WEIGHT MILEAGE 
TAX RATE TABLE “B”

Declared Combined  
Weight Groups 

(Pounds)

Number of Axles
5 6 7 

(Mills)
8 9 or  

more
80,001 to 82,000 211.5 193.4 180.8 171.8 162.0
82,001 to 84,000 218.3 196.6 183.8 174.0 164.2
84,001 to 86,000 224.9 201.1 186.8 176.2 166.5
86,001 to 88,000 232.5 205.4 189.7 179.3 168.7
88,001 to 90,000 241.5 210.7 192.8 182.2 171.8
90,001 to 92,000 252.0 216.8 195.6 185.2 174.8
92,001 to 94,000 263.3 222.7 198.7 188.2 177.1
94,001 to 96,000 275.3 229.5 202.5 191.3 179.9
96,001 to 98,000 288.1 237.8 207.0 194.4 183.0
98,001 to 100,000 246.7 211.5 198.0 186.0

100,001 to 102,000 216.0 202.5 189.1
102,001 to 104,000 220.5 207.0 192.8
104,001 to 105,500 226.4 211.5 196.6

_____________________________________
 (2) For the period beginning on January 1, 2020, and ending on December 31, 
2021:

_____________________________________

MILEAGE TAX RATE TABLE “A”
Declared Combined  

Weight Groups 
(Pounds)

Fee Rates 
Per Mile 
(Mills)

26,001 to 28,000 65.4
28,001 to 30,000 69.3
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30,001 to 32,000 72.4
32,001 to 34,000 75.7
34,001 to 36,000 78.6
36,001 to 38,000 82.7
38,001 to 40,000 85.8
40,001 to 42,000 88.9
42,001 to 44,000 92.2
44,001 to 46,000 95.3
46,001 to 48,000 98.4
48,001 to 50,000 101.6
50,001 to 52,000 105.4
52,001 to 54,000 109.3
54,001 to 56,000 113.4
56,001 to 58,000 118.1
58,001 to 60,000 123.5
60,001 to 62,000 129.9
62,001 to 64,000 137.1
64,001 to 66,000 144.9
66,001 to 68,000 155.2
68,001 to 70,000 166.2
70,001 to 72,000 177.1
72,001 to 74,000 187.3
74,001 to 76,000 196.9
76,001 to 78,000 206.4
78,001 to 80,000 215.0

_____________________________________

AXLE-WEIGHT MILEAGE 
TAX RATE TABLE “B”

Declared Combined  
Weight Groups 

(Pounds)

Number of Axles
5 6 7 

(Mills)
8 9 or  

more
80,001 to 82,000 222.1 203.1 189.9 180.4 170.1
82,001 to 84,000 229.3 206.4 193.0 182.7 172.4
84,001 to 86,000 236.1 211.1 196.1 185.0 174.8
86,001 to 88,000 244.1 215.7 199.2 188.2 177.1
88,001 to 90,000 253.6 221.3 202.5 191.3 180.4
90,001 to 92,000 264.6 227.6 205.4 194.5 183.5
92,001 to 94,000 276.5 233.8 208.7 197.6 186.0
94,001 to 96,000 289.1 241.0 212.6 200.8 188.9
96,001 to 98,000 302.5 249.7 217.3 204.1 192.2
98,001 to 100,000 259.0 222.1 207.9 195.3

100,001 to 102,000 226.8 212.6 198.5
102,001 to 104,000 231.5 217.3 202.5
104,001 to 105,500 237.8 222.1 206.4

_____________________________________
 (3) For the period beginning on January 1, 2022, and ending on December 31, 
2023:

_____________________________________
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MILEAGE TAX RATE TABLE “A”
Declared Combined  

Weight Groups 
(Pounds)

Fee Rates 
Per Mile 
(Mills)

26,001 to 28,000 72.0
28,001 to 30,000 76.4
30,001 to 32,000 79.8
32,001 to 34,000 83.4
34,001 to 36,000 86.6
36,001 to 38,000 91.1
38,001 to 40,000 94.5
40,001 to 42,000 98.0
42,001 to 44,000 101.6
44,001 to 46,000 105.0
46,001 to 48,000 108.4
48,001 to 50,000 112.0
50,001 to 52,000 116.1
52,001 to 54,000 120.5
54,001 to 56,000 125.0
56,001 to 58,000 130.2
58,001 to 60,000 136.1
60,001 to 62,000 143.2
62,001 to 64,000 151.1
64,001 to 66,000 159.7
66,001 to 68,000 171.1
68,001 to 70,000 183.1
70,001 to 72,000 195.2
72,001 to 74,000 206.4
74,001 to 76,000 217.0
76,001 to 78,000 227.4
78,001 to 80,000 237.0

_____________________________________

AXLE-WEIGHT MILEAGE 
TAX RATE TABLE “B”

Declared Combined  
Weight Groups 

(Pounds)

Number of Axles
5 6 7 

(Mills)
8 9 or  

more
80,001 to 82,000 244.7 223.8 209.2 198.8 187.5
82,001 to 84,000 252.6 227.4 212.7 201.3 190.0
84,001 to 86,000 260.2 232.7 216.1 203.8 192.7
86,001 to 88,000 269.0 237.7 219.5 207.4 195.2
88,001 to 90,000 279.5 243.8 223.1 210.9 198.8
90,001 to 92,000 291.5 250.8 226.4 214.3 202.2
92,001 to 94,000 304.7 257.7 230.0 217.7 204.9
94,001 to 96,000 318.6 265.6 234.3 221.3 208.2
96,001 to 98,000 333.3 275.2 239.5 224.9 211.8
98,001 to 100,000 285.4 244.7 229.1 215.2

100,001 to 102,000 249.9 234.3 218.8
102,001 to 104,000 255.2 239.5 223.1
104,001 to 105,500 262.0 244.7 227.4

_____________________________________
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[Formerly 767.820; 1999 c.1075 §36; 2003 c.618 §4; 2009 c.865 §52; 2017 c.750 
§63]
 Note: The amendments to 825.476 by section 64, chapter 750, Oregon Laws 
2017, become operative January 1, 2024, and apply to taxes imposed on or after 
January 1, 2024. See section 65, chapter 750, Oregon Laws 2017, and section 139, 
chapter 750, Oregon Laws 2017, as amended by section 31, chapter 93, Oregon 
Laws 2018. The text that is operative on and after January 1, 2024, is set forth for 
the user’s convenience.

 825.476.
_____________________________________

MILEAGE TAX RATE TABLE “A”
Declared Combined  

Weight Groups 
(Pounds)

Fee Rates 
Per Mile 
(Mills)

26,001 to 28,000 76.4
28,001 to 30,000 80.9
30,001 to 32,000 84.6
32,001 to 34,000 88.4
34,001 to 36,000 91.8
36,001 to 38,000 96.6
38,001 to 40,000 100.2
40,001 to 42,000 103.8
42,001 to 44,000 107.7
44,001 to 46,000 111.3
46,001 to 48,000 114.9
48,001 to 50,000 118.7
50,001 to 52,000 123.1
52,001 to 54,000 127.7
54,001 to 56,000 132.5
56,001 to 58,000 138.0
58,001 to 60,000 144.3
60,001 to 62,000 151.7
62,001 to 64,000 160.1
64,001 to 66,000 169.3
66,001 to 68,000 181.3
68,001 to 70,000 194.1
70,001 to 72,000 206.9
72,001 to 74,000 218.7
74,001 to 76,000 230.0
76,001 to 78,000 241.1
78,001 to 80,000 251.2

_____________________________________

AXLE-WEIGHT MILEAGE 
TAX RATE TABLE “B”

Declared Combined  
Weight Groups 

(Pounds)

Number of Axles
5 6 7 

(Mills)
8 9 or  

more
80,001 to 82,000 259.4 237.3 221.8 210.7 198.7
82,001 to 84,000 267.8 241.1 225.4 213.4 201.4
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84,001 to 86,000 275.8 246.6 229.1 216.1 204.2
86,001 to 88,000 285.2 252.0 232.7 219.9 206.9
88,001 to 90,000 296.2 258.4 236.5 223.5 210.7
90,001 to 92,000 309.0 265.9 239.9 227.1 214.4
92,001 to 94,000 323.0 273.1 243.8 230.8 217.2
94,001 to 96,000 337.7 281.5 248.3 234.6 220.7
96,001 to 98,000 353.3 291.7 253.9 238.4 224.5
98,001 to 100,000 302.5 259.4 242.8 228.1

100,001 to 102,000 264.9 248.3 231.9
102,001 to 104,000 270.5 253.9 236.5
104,001 to 105,500 277.7 259.4 241.1

_____________________________________
 825.480 Substitute taxes for certain vehicles. (1)(a) In lieu of other fees 
provided in ORS 825.474, carriers engaged in operating motor vehicles in the 
transportation of logs, poles, peeler cores or piling may pay annual fees for such 
operation computed at the following rate for each 100 pounds of declared combined 
weight:
 (A) For the period beginning on January 1, 2018, and ending on December 31, 
2019, $9.10.
 (B) For the period beginning on January 1, 2020, and ending on December 31, 
2021, $10.
 (C) For the period beginning on January 1, 2022, and ending on December 31, 
2023, $11.
 (b) Any carrier electing to pay fees under this method may, as to vehicles 
otherwise exempt from taxation, elect to be taxed on the mileage basis for 
movements of such empty vehicles over public highways whenever operations 
are for the purpose of repair, maintenance, servicing or moving from one exempt 
highway operation to another.
 (2) The annual fees provided in subsections (1), (4) and (5) of this section may 
be paid on a monthly basis. Any carrier electing to pay fees under this method 
may not change an election during the same calendar year in which the election 
is made, but may be relieved from the payment due for any month during which a 
motor vehicle is not operated. A carrier electing to pay fees under this method shall 
report and pay these fees on or before the 10th of each month for the preceding 
month’s operations. A monthly report shall be made on all vehicles on the annual 
fee basis including any vehicle not operated for the month.
 (3)(a) In lieu of the fees provided in ORS 825.470 to 825.474, motor vehicles 
described in ORS 825.024 with a combined weight of less than 46,000 pounds that 
are being operated under a permit issued under ORS 825.102 may pay annual fees 
for such operation computed at the following rate for each 100 pounds of declared 
combined weight:
 (A) For the period beginning on January 1, 2018, and ending on December 31, 
2019, $7.50.
 (B) For the period beginning on January 1, 2020, and ending on December 31, 
2021, $8.20.
 (C) For the period beginning on January 1, 2022, and ending on December 31, 
2023, $9.
 (b) The annual fees provided in this subsection shall be paid in advance but 
may be paid on a monthly basis on or before the first day of the month. A carrier 
may be relieved from the fees due for any month during which the motor vehicle 
is not operated for hire if a statement to that effect is filed with the Department of 
Transportation on or before the fifth day of the first month for which relief is sought.
 (4)(a) In lieu of other fees provided in ORS 825.474, carriers engaged in 
the operation of motor vehicles equipped with dump bodies and used in the 
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transportation of sand, gravel, rock, dirt, debris, cinders, asphaltic concrete mix, 
metallic ores and concentrates or raw nonmetallic products, whether crushed 
or otherwise, moving from mines, pits or quarries may pay annual fees for such 
operation computed at the following rate for each 100 pounds of declared combined 
weight:
 (A) For the period beginning on January 1, 2018, and ending on December 31, 
2019, $9.10.
 (B) For the period beginning on January 1, 2020, and ending on December 31, 
2021, $9.90.
 (C) For the period beginning on January 1, 2022, and ending on December 31, 
2023, $10.90.
 (b) Any carrier electing to pay fees under this method may, as to vehicles 
otherwise exempt for taxation, elect to be taxed on the mileage basis for 
movements of such empty vehicles over public highways whenever operations 
are for the purpose of repair, maintenance, servicing or moving from one exempt 
highway operation to another.
 (5)(a) In lieu of other fees provided in ORS 825.474, carriers engaged in 
operating motor vehicles in the transportation of wood chips, sawdust, barkdust, 
hog fuel or shavings may pay annual fees for such operation computed at the 
following rate for each 100 pounds of declared combined weight:
 (A) For the period beginning on January 1, 2018, and ending on December 31, 
2019, $36.80.
 (B) For the period beginning on January 1, 2020, and ending on December 31, 
2021, $40.20.
 (C) For the period beginning on January 1, 2022, and ending on December 31, 
2023, $44.30.
 (b) Any carrier electing to pay under this method may, as to vehicles otherwise 
exempt from taxation, elect to be taxed on the mileage basis for movement of such 
empty vehicles over public highways whenever operations are for the purpose of 
repair, maintenance, service or moving from one exempt highway operation to 
another. [Formerly 767.825; 2003 c.618 §5; 2009 c.865 §53; 2017 c.750 §66; 2018 
c.93 §29]

 Note: The amendments to 825.480 by section 67, chapter 750, Oregon Laws 
2017, become operative January 1, 2024, and apply to fees imposed on or after 
January 1, 2024. See section 68, chapter 750, Oregon Laws 2017, and section 139, 
chapter 750, Oregon Laws 2017, as amended by section 31, chapter 93, Oregon 
Laws 2018. The text that is operative on and after January 1, 2024, including 
amendments by section 29a, chapter 93, Oregon Laws 2018, is set forth for the 
user’s convenience.

 825.480. (1)(a) In lieu of other fees provided in ORS 825.474, carriers engaged 
in operating motor vehicles in the transportation of logs, poles, peeler cores or 
piling may pay annual fees for such operation computed at the rate of $11.60 for 
each 100 pounds of declared combined weight.
 (b) Any carrier electing to pay fees under this method may, as to vehicles 
otherwise exempt from taxation, elect to be taxed on the mileage basis for 
movements of such empty vehicles over public highways whenever operations 
are for the purpose of repair, maintenance, servicing or moving from one exempt 
highway operation to another.
 (2) The annual fees provided in subsections (1), (4) and (5) of this section may 
be paid on a monthly basis. Any carrier electing to pay fees under this method 
may not change an election during the same calendar year in which the election 
is made, but may be relieved from the payment due for any month during which a 
motor vehicle is not operated. A carrier electing to pay fees under this method shall 
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report and pay these fees on or before the 10th of each month for the preceding 
month’s operations. A monthly report shall be made on all vehicles on the annual 
fee basis including any vehicle not operated for the month.
 (3)(a) In lieu of the fees provided in ORS 825.470 to 825.474, motor vehicles 
described in ORS 825.024 with a combined weight of less than 46,000 pounds that 
are being operated under a permit issued under ORS 825.102 may pay annual fees 
for such operation computed at the rate of $9.60 for each 100 pounds of declared 
combined weight.
 (b) The annual fees provided in this subsection shall be paid in advance but 
may be paid on a monthly basis on or before the first day of the month. A carrier 
may be relieved from the fees due for any month during which the motor vehicle 
is not operated for hire if a statement to that effect is filed with the Department of 
Transportation on or before the fifth day of the first month for which relief is sought.
 (4)(a) In lieu of other fees provided in ORS 825.474, carriers engaged in 
the operation of motor vehicles equipped with dump bodies and used in the 
transportation of sand, gravel, rock, dirt, debris, cinders, asphaltic concrete mix, 
metallic ores and concentrates or raw nonmetallic products, whether crushed 
or otherwise, moving from mines, pits or quarries may pay annual fees for such 
operation computed at the rate of $11.50 for each 100 pounds of declared combined 
weight.
 (b) Any carrier electing to pay fees under this method may, as to vehicles 
otherwise exempt for taxation, elect to be taxed on the mileage basis for 
movements of such empty vehicles over public highways whenever operations 
are for the purpose of repair, maintenance, servicing or moving from one exempt 
highway operation to another.
 (5)(a) In lieu of other fees provided in ORS 825.474, carriers engaged in 
operating motor vehicles in the transportation of wood chips, sawdust, barkdust, 
hog fuel or shavings may pay annual fees for such operation computed at the rate 
of $47 for each 100 pounds of declared combined weight.
 (b) Any carrier electing to pay under this method may, as to vehicles otherwise 
exempt from taxation, elect to be taxed on the mileage basis for movement of such 
empty vehicles over public highways whenever operations are for the purpose of 
repair, maintenance, service or moving from one exempt highway operation to 
another.

 825.482 Review of flat fee rates. The Department of Transportation and the 
Oregon Transportation Commission shall review flat fee rates established under 
ORS 825.480 in each even-numbered year and shall recommend to the next 
following odd-numbered year regular session of the Legislative Assembly any 
adjustments to the flat fee rates that the department and the commission deem 
appropriate. [1989 c.992 §28; 2011 c.545 §67]

 Note: 825.482 was enacted into law by the Legislative Assembly but was not 
added to or made a part of ORS chapter 825 or any series therein by legislative 
action. See Preface to Oregon Revised Statutes for further explanation.

 825.484 Effect of carrier tax law on other taxes; offset of fees or taxes 
erroneously paid. (1) The fees or taxes listed in ORS 825.474, 825.476 and 
825.480 shall be in addition to, and not in lieu of, other fees and taxes of the 
state, county or municipality which may be imposed, levied, assessed or collected 
against the business or property of such carrier. This section does not authorize 
the imposition of license fees by municipalities upon intercity carriers, or deprive 
any city within which a passenger motor vehicle, having a seating capacity of not 
more than seven passengers, is principally operated for hire, from imposing and 
collecting license fees upon and from such motor vehicle, or the owner or operator 
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thereof, as to such portion of its operations as are wholly within the corporate limits 
of such city.
 (2) ORS 319.510 to 319.880 do not apply to vehicles or fuels used therein when 
the vehicles are subject to, and report and pay:
 (a) The tax for the use of Oregon highways based upon the combined weight 
of the vehicle and in accordance with the weight group rates prescribed in ORS 
825.474, 825.476 and 825.480; or
 (b) The road use assessment fee required under ORS 818.225.
 (3) When an audit of the operations of a carrier shows that the use fuel taxes 
reported and paid under ORS chapter 319 should have been reported and paid 
under this chapter, or that fees or taxes reported and paid under this chapter should 
have been reported and paid under ORS chapter 319, the fees or taxes erroneously 
reported and paid under one chapter need not be refunded but may be considered 
an offset of fees or taxes due under the other chapter. [Formerly 767.830; 2015 c.77 
§3]

 825.486 Credit for fuel tax. Any tax paid under ORS 319.010 to 319.430 or 
319.510 to 319.880 on motor vehicle fuel or fuel as defined in ORS 319.520, either 
directly by the collection of the tax by the vendor from the consumer or indirectly 
by adding the amount of the tax to the price of the fuel paid by the customer, is a 
credit against the amount of tax otherwise due and payable to the state under ORS 
818.225, 825.474, 825.476 and 825.480. A credit under this section shall be allowed 
when the person claiming the credit submits to the Department of Transportation:
 (1) A report under ORS 825.480, 825.490 or 825.492; and
 (2) Satisfactory evidence along with the report showing the amount of tax paid 
by the person under ORS 319.010 to 319.430 or 319.510 to 319.880 during the 
period reported. [Formerly 767.832; 2015 c.77 §4]

 825.488 Fees required of interstate carriers. A person engaged exclusively 
in the conduct of interstate transportation shall currently pay to the Department of 
Transportation the road tax mileage fees prescribed by ORS 825.474, 825.476, 
825.480, 825.484, 825.490, 825.494 and 825.496. [Formerly 767.835]

 825.490 Due date of taxes and fees; audits; late charges, penalties and 
interest; refunds; reassessment for fraud or evasion. (1) On or before the last 
day of each month, except for the time of payment provided in ORS 825.480 and 
825.492, all persons shall report and pay to the Department of Transportation 
the amount of taxes and fees due from them for the preceding calendar month. 
However, taxes and fees incurred after the 15th day of any month may be reported 
and paid to the department on or before the last day of the second calendar month 
following the month in which the taxes or fees were incurred. If no taxes or fees are 
due in any reporting period, the report shall so state. If payment is not made on 
or before the date it is due, there shall be added as a late payment charge a sum 
equal to 10 percent of the unpaid amount of the tax.
 (2) The department may permit a person to report and pay motor carrier taxes 
and fees on a periodic basis other than the calendar-month basis prescribed in 
subsection (1) of this section, provided that the number of reporting periods in any 
12-month period is not less than 12. If no taxes or fees are due in any reporting 
period, the report shall so state. If payment is not made on or before the date it is 
due, there shall be added as a late payment charge a sum equal to 10 percent of 
the unpaid amount of the tax.
 (3) Whenever practicable, and in no event later than three years after any report 
of taxes or fees is filed, the department shall audit the report. If the department 
is not satisfied with the report filed or the amount received, including fees for 
temporary passes required under ORS 825.470, the department may calculate the 
remaining amount due based on any information available to the department. The 
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department shall add a late payment charge equal to 10 percent of the remaining 
amount due.
 (4) The department may require a person who fails to pay any tax or fee due 
to pay interest. Interest shall be computed at the rate of one percent per month, or 
fraction thereof, beginning on the last day of the month following the close of the 
month for which the remaining amount due was incurred, until paid.
 (5) If the remaining amount due exceeds by at least five percent but not more 
than 15 percent the amount of taxes or fees reported or paid, a penalty of five 
percent of the remaining amount due shall be added thereto in addition to the 10 
percent late payment charge provided in subsection (3) of this section.
 (6) If the remaining amount due exceeds by more than 15 percent the amount of 
taxes or fees reported or paid, a penalty of 20 percent of the remaining amount due 
shall be added thereto in addition to the 10 percent late payment charge provided in 
subsection (3) of this section.
 (7) The department shall give to the person concerned written notice of any 
amounts due.
 (8) Except as provided in ORS 825.484 (3), the department shall refund to any 
person the amount of any overpayment caused by any incorrect report.
 (9) Whenever the department has made an assessment pursuant to this section 
that has become final the department may not reopen or reassess such taxes, 
interest or penalties unless the department is satisfied that the taxpayer fraudulently 
or with intent to evade taxation destroyed, concealed or withheld any books, 
accounts, papers, records or memoranda required to be maintained by the taxpayer 
pursuant to this chapter or the rules of the department. [Formerly 767.840; 2007 
c.71 §246; 2021 c.630 §100]

 825.492 Annual and quarterly reports authorized. (1) Whenever in the 
judgment of the Department of Transportation the estimated annual tax payable by 
a carrier will be less than $100, and the vehicles operated by the carrier are of less 
than 30,000 pounds combined weight, the department may authorize the carrier 
to file reports annually in lieu of monthly reports required by ORS 825.490 and 
825.515. Annual reports and accompanying remittances shall be filed on or before 
the due date of February 28 for the preceding calendar year.
 (2) At the request of a motor carrier, the department may authorize the carrier 
to file quarterly reports in lieu of monthly reports required by ORS 825.490 and 
825.515. Quarterly reports and accompanying remittances due shall be filed on 
or before the due date as follows: First calendar quarter, May 31; second quarter, 
August 31; third quarter, November 30; fourth quarter, February 28.
 (3) Such authorizations may be withdrawn at any time upon the mailing of 
notice to the carrier at the last address of record of the carrier with the department. 
Any provisions of ORS 825.490 and 825.515 otherwise applicable to reports and 
remittances shall be applicable to reports and remittances under this section. 
[Formerly 767.845; 2001 c.567 §11]

 825.494 Assessment by department upon failure to report tax or fee due. 
(1) If any person neglects or refuses to make a fee or tax report as required by this 
chapter, the Department of Transportation shall make a proposed assessment, 
based upon any information available to the department, for the period for which 
such person failed to make a report, of the amount of taxes and fees, including fees 
for temporary passes required under ORS 825.470, due for the period for which 
such proposed assessment is made.
 (2) Each assessment shall bear interest at the rate of one percent per month, or 
fraction thereof, from the last day of the month following the close of the month for 
which the assessment is imposed until paid.
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 (3) There shall be added to every such assessment a penalty of 25 percent of 
the amount thereof.
 (4) The department shall give to such person written notice of such assessment.
 (5) Whenever the department has made an assessment pursuant to this section 
that has become final the department may not reopen or reassess such taxes, fees, 
interest or penalties unless the department is satisfied that the taxpayer fraudulently 
or with intent to evade taxation destroyed, concealed or withheld any books, 
accounts, papers, records or memoranda required to be maintained by a person 
subject to this chapter or the rules of the department. [Formerly 767.850; 2007 c.71 
§247]

 825.496 Reassessment waiver or reduction upon request; charge for 
failure to appear at hearing. (1) Any person against whom an assessment 
is made under ORS 825.490 or 825.494, may petition the Department of 
Transportation for a reassessment within 30 days after service upon the person of 
notice. If a petition is not filed within the 30-day period, the assessment becomes 
final. If a petition for reassessment is filed within the 30-day period the department 
shall reconsider the assessment and, if the person has requested in the petition, 
shall grant such person a hearing and give the person 10 days’ notice of the time 
and place of the hearing. The department has power to continue the hearing from 
time to time as may be necessary. The decision of the department upon a petition 
for reassessment shall become final 30 days after service of notice upon the person 
concerned.
 (2) The department may waive or reduce the interest and penalties provided in 
ORS 825.490 or 825.494 (2) or (3) on those terms as the department considers 
proper if request for waiver or reduction is made within 30 days after service of 
notice of assessment upon the person concerned, or as part of the pleas made in 
the department’s reconsideration of the assessment.
 (3) Every assessment made by the department under ORS 825.490 to 
825.496 becomes due and payable at the time it becomes final and if not paid to 
the department when due and payable there shall be added to the assessment a 
penalty of 10 percent of the amount of the tax.
 (4) If any person who has requested a hearing pursuant to this section 
fails to appear at the scheduled hearing and failed to withdraw the petition for 
reassessment at least five days before the date of the hearing, the department may 
require such person to pay a charge of $150 in addition to any other fees, taxes and 
charges which may be imposed under this chapter. [Formerly 767.855; 2021 c.630 
§101]

 825.498 Collection of fees, taxes and other moneys. All fees, taxes and 
charges imposed by this chapter and ORS chapter 826, all claims and penalties 
payable by any person under this chapter and ORS chapter 826 and all moneys 
collected under this chapter and ORS chapter 826, are the property of the state. 
The Department of Transportation shall collect and receive all fees, taxes, penalties 
and moneys due or to become due to the state under this chapter and ORS chapter 
826 and, to that end, shall bring such actions or take such proceedings, including 
attachment and garnishment proceedings, in the name of the State of Oregon, as 
may be necessary. [Formerly 767.860]

 825.500 Calculation of interest and penalties for delinquent road use 
assessment fees and single-use nondivisible load permits; audit. (1) Interest 
and penalties for delinquent payments of road use assessment fees payable 
pursuant to the provisions of ORS 818.225 and of single-trip nondivisible load 
permits shall be calculated in the same manner that interest and penalties are 
calculated under ORS 825.490 and 825.494.
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 (2) An audit conducted by the Department of Transportation pursuant to its 
authority under this chapter may include an examination of records of the carrier 
pertaining to the road use assessment fee imposed under ORS 818.225. If the audit 
shows that movement by a carrier exceeds the mileage authorized by a single-trip 
nondivisible load permit, the department shall determine the amount of the road 
use assessment fee that is due. The department shall collect the amount due and 
may impose any penalties or additional assessments authorized by this chapter for 
delinquent payment of taxes. [Formerly 767.862; 1997 c.275 §28]

 825.502 Payment of taxes and fees by credit card; rules. For payment of any 
weight-mile taxes and fees, the Department of Transportation may:
 (1) Accept payment of taxes and fees by credit card. Any payment made by 
credit card shall be for the full amount of the tax or fee, except that a surcharge 
may be added to the amount tendered by the customer to offset fees charged to the 
department for acceptance and use of the credit card.
 (2) Adopt reasonable rules as necessary or proper for the administration of this 
section. [Formerly 767.863]

 825.504 Warrant procedure for collecting tax, fee, penalty or assessment. 
(1) If any tax, or fee in lieu of tax, reported due, or any final assessment made 
by the Department of Transportation under ORS 825.490, 825.494 and 825.496, 
including any penalties or charges therein imposed, or any final penalty imposed 
under ORS 825.950, 825.955 or 825.960, is not paid in full, the department may 
issue a warrant for the amount of the tax, fee or assessment, with the added 
penalties or charges, interest and the cost of executing the warrant. A copy of 
the warrant shall be mailed or delivered to the taxpayer by the department at the 
taxpayer’s last-known address.
 (2) At any time after issuing a warrant under this section, the department may 
record the warrant in the County Clerk Lien Record of any county of this state. 
Recording of the warrant has the effect described in ORS 205.125. After recording 
a warrant, the department may direct the sheriff for the county in which the warrant 
is recorded to levy upon and sell the real and personal property of the taxpayer 
found within that county, and to levy upon any currency of the taxpayer found within 
that county, for the application of the proceeds or currency against the amount 
reflected in the warrant and the sheriff’s cost of executing the warrant. The sheriff 
shall proceed on the warrant in the same manner prescribed by law for executions 
issued against property pursuant to a judgment, and is entitled to the same fees as 
provided for executions issued against property pursuant to a judgment. The fees of 
the sheriff shall be added to and collected as a part of the warrant liability.
 (3) In the discretion of the department a warrant under this section may be 
directed to any agent authorized by the department to collect amounts under 
this section, and in the execution of the warrant the agent has all of the powers 
conferred by law upon sheriffs, but is entitled to no fee or compensation in excess 
of actual expenses paid in the performance of such duty.
 (4) Until a warrant issued under this section is satisfied in full, the department 
has the same remedies to enforce the claim for the tax, fee or assessment as if the 
state had recovered judgment against the taxpayer for the amount of the tax, fee or 
assessment.
 (5) The procedures authorized by this section may also be used for collection of 
any fees and penalties imposed on persons registering vehicles under ORS chapter 
826. [Formerly 767.865; 1997 c.275 §29; 2003 c.576 §222; 2011 c.661 §12]

 825.506 Deposit or bond to secure payment of fees, taxes, charges and 
penalties. (1) If the Department of Transportation finds it necessary in order to 
insure the collection of any fees, taxes, charges or penalties imposed upon a 
carrier pursuant to this chapter or ORS 818.225, the department may at the time 
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and as a condition of granting a certificate or permit, or continuing the same, or 
as a condition of issuing a motor vehicle registration device, require a carrier to 
deposit and keep on deposit with the department a sum in an amount determined 
proper by the department, taking into account the nature and scope of the carrier’s 
operations. Moneys deposited under this section shall be deposited with the State 
Treasurer in an account separate and distinct from the General Fund. Interest 
earned by the account shall be credited to the account. The deposit required 
may be increased or reduced by the department at any time. In determining the 
necessity for an applicant or carrier to maintain a deposit the department shall 
consider the applicant or carrier’s financial capability and responsibility and the 
department’s prior experience, if any, in collecting fees, taxes, charges or penalties 
from the applicant, carrier or any person having a substantial interest or control, 
directly or indirectly, in or over the operations conducted or to be conducted under 
the carrier’s authority.
 (2) To secure payment of sums payable by the carrier the department may 
accept in lieu of such deposit:
 (a) A bond in the form prescribed by the department; or
 (b) Bonds, negotiable by delivery, of the State of Oregon, school districts 
therein, or obligations of the United States, or obligations for which the faith of the 
United States is pledged for the payment of both principal and interest, equal in 
amount to the amount of the requested deposit.
 (3) So long as the deposit remains unencumbered the depositor is entitled to 
collect the interest upon the securities described in subsection (2)(b) of this section. 
The department shall hold the securities upon such terms as the department shall 
designate and approve pursuant to the provisions of this chapter, and shall deliver 
such securities to the State Treasurer, who shall receive and hold them subject 
to the lawful orders of the department. The State Treasurer and the surety of the 
treasurer shall be liable upon the official bond of the treasurer for their safekeeping. 
The depositors shall reimburse the State Treasurer for any expenses incurred by the 
treasurer in the mailing, insuring, shipping or delivering of any such securities, or of 
the interest coupons attached thereto as they mature.
 (4) If a carrier ceases to be a carrier under this chapter, within a reasonable time 
of the receipt by the department of all payments due, the department shall refund 
or have returned to the carrier all deposits and securities remaining to the carrier’s 
credit and shall release the surety on any bond given under this section.
 (5) Any applicant or carrier required under this section to make a deposit to 
secure the payment of fees, taxes, charges or penalties may by proper petition 
demand a hearing on the necessity of such deposit or the reasonableness of 
the amount required. A hearing shall be granted and held within 10 days after the 
demand therefor. The decision of the department shall become final 10 days after 
service of the order upon the applicant or carrier concerned. [Formerly 767.870]

 825.507 Limitations on cancellation of bond; suspension of authority. (1) 
No bond filed pursuant to ORS 825.506 may be canceled or otherwise terminated 
at any time prior to its expiration until the surety company which executed the 
same, has filed with the Department of Transportation a notice of cancellation 
as provided in such bond. Such cancellation shall be effective not less than 30 
days from the date of receipt, and no agreement between the parties thereto shall 
operate to avoid this restriction upon cancellation.
 (2) If any bond filed pursuant to ORS 825.506 becomes inoperative, the 
authority under the certificate or permit involved shall cease and be suspended 
insofar as it pertains to any affected vehicles until the requirements of ORS 825.506 
have been met by the carrier. [Formerly 767.795]
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 825.508 Use of collection agency to obtain moneys due. (1) In carrying out 
the duties under ORS 825.498, the Department of Transportation may engage 
the services of a collection agency to collect any of the fees, taxes, penalties and 
moneys due to the state under this chapter and ORS chapter 826. The department 
may engage the services by entering into agreements to pay reasonable charges 
on a contingent fee or other basis.
 (2) The department may assign to the collection agency, for collection purposes 
only, any of the fees, taxes, penalties and moneys due the state under this chapter 
and ORS chapter 826.
 (3) The collection agency may bring such actions or take such proceedings, 
including attachment and garnishment proceedings, as may be necessary. 
[Formerly 767.875]

 825.509 Writing off uncollected moneys due. (1) Any fee, tax, penalty or 
money due the state assigned to a collection agency pursuant to ORS 825.508 
that remains uncollected for two years after the date of the assignment meets the 
criteria for uncollectibility formulated pursuant to ORS 293.240.
 (2) ORS 293.245 applies to any fee, tax, penalty or money due the state and 
described in subsection (1) of this section. [Formerly 767.880; 2011 c.223 §4]

 825.515 Daily records and monthly reports by carriers. (1) Every for-hire 
carrier and private carrier shall keep daily records, upon forms prescribed by the 
Department of Transportation, of all vehicles used during the current month.
 (2) On or before the last day of the month following, except as otherwise 
permitted under ORS 825.492, they shall certify to the department, upon forms 
prescribed therefor, the true and correct summaries of their daily records which 
shall show the extreme miles traveled in this state during the preceding month, the 
amount of fuel tax paid to the state during the preceding month, and such other 
information as the department may require.
 (3) The daily records shall be kept on file in the office of the carrier and 
thereafter preserved until written permission for their destruction is given by the 
department. [Formerly 767.905]

 825.517 Certain records not public. (1) The following are not public records 
unless the public interest requires disclosure in the particular instance:
 (a) Reports from motor carriers required to be filed with the Department of 
Transportation in connection with the imposition or collection of any tax.
 (b) Information collected by the department from a motor carrier for the purpose 
of conducting a tax audit.
 (2) A motor carrier to whom the information pertains, or a person who has 
written permission from the carrier, may inspect information described in subsection 
(1) of this section.
 (3) The department, upon request or as required by law, shall disclose 
information from the records described in subsection (1) of this section to a 
government agency for use in carrying out its governmental functions. [1997 c.501 
§2]

(Multijurisdictional Agreements)

 825.550 Multijurisdictional agreement for collection of weight-mile taxes; 
rules. (1) The Department of Transportation may enter into an agreement with 
the authorized representatives of any jurisdiction that imposes weight-mile taxes, 
in order to form a multijurisdictional agreement for the singular collection of the 
total weight-mile taxes claimed due by any of the jurisdictions that are party to the 
agreement. An agreement established under authority granted by this section:
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 (a) May allow motor carriers to pay the total weight-mile taxes that are claimed 
due to any jurisdiction that is a party to the agreement.
 (b) May provide for collection of all weight-mile taxes claimed due by any party 
to the agreement, on vehicles that are engaged in interjurisdictional commerce or 
combined interjurisdictional and intrajurisdictional commerce.
 (c) May include provisions necessary to facilitate the determination and 
distribution of weight-mile tax moneys among the various jurisdictions.
 (d) May provide that the department may deny any person further benefits under 
the agreement until all taxes have been paid, if the department determines that the 
person should have paid additional taxes.
 (e) May provide for arrangements with agencies of this state and other 
jurisdictions for joint audits of owners of vehicles availing themselves of this 
agreement and for the exchange of audit information on those owners.
 (f) May authorize the department to suspend or cancel any benefits under the 
agreement, if the person violates any of the terms or conditions of the agreement or 
violates any law or rule of this state relating to vehicles.
 (2) The department may adopt any rules the department deems necessary to 
effectuate and administer the provisions of an agreement entered into under this 
section. Nothing in an agreement shall affect the right of the department to adopt 
rules as described in this section.
 (3) An agreement shall be in writing and shall be filed with the department within 
10 days after execution or the effective date of the agreement, whichever is later.
 (4) Nothing in an agreement shall affect the right of the department to act under 
this section.
 (5) An agreement shall not provide for any benefit, exemption or privilege with 
respect to any other fees or taxes levied or assessed against the use of highways 
or use or ownership of vehicles except weight-mile taxes, fees and requirements. 
[Formerly 767.882]

 825.555 International fuel tax agreement; rules; fees. (1) The Department of 
Transportation may enter into an international fuel tax agreement with jurisdictions 
outside of this state to provide for cooperation and assistance among member 
jurisdictions in the administration and collection of taxes imposed on motor carriers 
for the consumption of all fuels used in vehicles operated interstate.
 (2) An agreement under this section may:
 (a) Provide for determining a base state for motor carriers for purposes of the 
agreement.
 (b) Impose record keeping requirements.
 (c) Specify audit procedures.
 (d) Provide for exchange of information among jurisdictions.
 (e) Provide criteria for determining which carriers are eligible to receive the 
benefits of the agreement.
 (f) Define qualified motor vehicles.
 (g) Specify conditions under which bonds are required.
 (h) Specify reporting requirements and periods, including but not limited to 
specifying penalty and interest rates for late reporting.
 (i) Determine methods for collecting and forwarding of motor fuel taxes, 
penalties and interest to another jurisdiction.
 (j) Provide that the Department of Transportation may deny any person further 
benefits under the agreement until all motor fuel taxes have been paid, if the 
department determines that additional motor fuel taxes are owed by the person.
 (k) Authorize the department to suspend or cancel benefits under the agreement 
for any person who violates any term or condition of the agreement or any law or 
rule of this state relating to motor carriers or vehicles.
 (L) Contain such other provisions as will facilitate the agreement.
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 (3) An agreement may not provide for any benefit, exemption or privilege with 
respect to any fees or taxes levied or assessed against the use of highways or use 
or ownership of vehicles except for motor fuel taxes and requirements related to 
motor fuel taxes.
 (4) The department may adopt any rules the department deems necessary to 
effectuate and administer the provisions of an agreement entered into under this 
section. Nothing in the agreement shall affect the right of the department to adopt 
rules as provided in ORS chapter 823 and this chapter.
 (5) An agreement shall be in writing and shall be filed with the department within 
10 days after execution or on the effective date of the agreement, whichever is later.
 (6) The department shall adopt rules establishing an annual fee to be paid by 
each motor carrier receiving benefits from an agreement entered into under this 
section. In establishing fees, the department shall consider the size of the motor 
carrier’s fleet. Fees established under this subsection shall be designed to recover 
the full direct and indirect costs to the department that result from participation in 
the agreement, but the department may not establish a fee under this subsection 
that exceeds $650. [Formerly 767.884; 1997 c.275 §30; 2001 c.698 §1]

GREENHOUSE GAS EMISSIONS

 825.600 Purpose of ORS 825.601 to 825.615. The purpose of ORS 825.601 
to 825.615 is to reduce greenhouse gas and other emissions from the use of 
commercial vehicles, as defined in ORS 825.601. [2011 c.349 §2]
 Note: 825.600 was enacted into law by the Legislative Assembly but was not 
added to or made a part of ORS chapter 825 or any series therein by legislative 
action. See Preface to Oregon Revised Statutes for further explanation.

 825.601 Definitions. As used in ORS 825.601 to 825.615:
 (1) “Auxiliary power unit” means any device that is installed on a commercial 
vehicle that provides electrical, mechanical or thermal energy to the vehicle cab, 
a sleeper berth, a bus passenger compartment or any other vehicle cab, as an 
alternative to idling the primary engine.
 (2) “Cargo temperature control unit” means any device used for controlling the 
temperature of a cargo transport area.
 (3) “Commercial vehicle” means a commercial vehicle with a gross vehicle 
weight rating that is greater than 10,000 pounds.
 (4) “Idle reduction technology” means any device or system of devices that 
is installed on a commercial vehicle and that is designed to provide heat, air 
conditioning or electricity that would otherwise require the operation of the primary 
engine.
 (5) “Idling” means operation of the primary engine of a commercial vehicle while 
the vehicle is stationary.
 (6) “Primary engine” means an internal combustion engine attached to a 
commercial vehicle that provides the power to propel the vehicle into motion and 
maintain motion. [2011 c.349 §3]

 Note: 825.601 to 825.615 were added to and made a part of the Oregon Vehicle 
Code by legislative action but were not added to ORS chapter 825 or any series 
therein. See Preface to Oregon Revised Statutes for further explanation.

 825.605 Unlawfully idling the primary engine of a commercial vehicle; 
penalty. (1) A person commits the offense of unlawfully idling the primary engine 
of a commercial vehicle if the person is operating a commercial vehicle and the 
person:
 (a) Stops the commercial vehicle; and
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 (b) Allows the engine of the commercial vehicle to idle for more than five minutes 
in any continuous 60-minute period.
 (2) For purposes of this section, a person is not idling a primary engine if the 
person:
 (a) Operates an auxiliary power unit, generator set or other idle reduction 
technology as a means to heat, air condition or provide electrical power.
 (b) Operates a cargo temperature control unit to maintain the cargo.
 (3) A citation issued under this section may be issued to the person operating 
the commercial vehicle, the motor carrier as defined in ORS 825.005, or both.
 (4) The offense described in this section, unlawfully idling the primary engine of 
a commercial vehicle, applies on any premises open to the public.
 (5) The offense described in this section, unlawfully idling the primary engine of 
a commercial vehicle, is a Class C traffic violation. [2011 c.349 §4]
 Note: See note under 825.601.

 825.610 Exemptions from requirements in ORS 825.605. ORS 825.605 does 
not apply to a commercial vehicle if it is necessary to idle the primary engine of the 
commercial vehicle:
 (1) Due to traffic, a traffic control device or mechanical difficulties over which 
the operator has no control or at the direction of a law enforcement official or road 
authority.
 (2) Due to the need to operate defrosters, heaters or air conditioners or installing 
equipment necessary to comply with manufacturers’ operating requirements, 
specifications and warranties or with federal, state or local safety regulations.
 (3) Because the commercial vehicle is a police, fire, ambulance, public safety, 
military, utility service or road authority vehicle, or any other vehicle being used to 
respond to an emergency or for other public safety purposes, or being actively used 
for training for emergencies or public safety.
 (4) For maintenance, service, repair or diagnostic purposes or for particulate 
matter trap regeneration.
 (5) For a state or federal inspection to verify that all equipment is in good 
working order.
 (6) To power work-related mechanical, safety, electrical or construction 
equipment installed on the vehicle that is not used for propulsion.
 (7) Because the commercial vehicle is an armored vehicle and a person must 
remain inside the vehicle to guard the contents or while the vehicle is being loaded 
or unloaded.
 (8) To maintain the comfort of commercial bus passengers while passengers are 
on board.
 (9) In a commercial vehicle with a gross vehicle weight rating of more than 
26,000 pounds, for purposes of air conditioning or heating during a rest or sleep 
period and the outside temperature is less than 50 degrees or greater than 75 
degrees Fahrenheit at any time during the rest or sleep period. This subsection 
applies to a commercial vehicle with a sleeper berth compartment that is parked 
in any place that a commercial vehicle is legally permitted to park, including, but 
not limited to, a fleet trucking terminal, commercial vehicle stop or designated rest 
area. This exemption does not apply if the commercial vehicle is equipped with an 
auxiliary power unit or other suitable idle reduction technology, if the commercial 
vehicle is parked at a location equipped with suitable stationary idle reduction 
technology that is available for use, or during a rest or sleep period when the 
commercial vehicle is parked on or adjacent to a public or private educational 
institution offering education in all or part of kindergarten through grade 12, unless 
the outside temperature is greater than 75 degrees Fahrenheit and the auxiliary 
power unit provides heating only, in which case the person may idle the primary 
engine to provide air conditioning.
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 (10) In a commercial vehicle with a gross vehicle weight rating of more than 
26,000 pounds, for purposes of air conditioning or heating while waiting to load 
or unload the commercial vehicle or while actually loading or unloading the 
commercial vehicle, and the outside temperature is less than 50 degrees or greater 
than 75 degrees Fahrenheit at the time. This exemption does not apply if the 
commercial vehicle is equipped with an auxiliary power unit or other suitable idle 
reduction technology, or if the commercial vehicle is parked at a location equipped 
with suitable stationary idle reduction technology that is available for use, unless the 
outside temperature is greater than 75 degrees Fahrenheit and the auxiliary power 
unit provides heating only, in which case the person may idle the primary engine to 
provide air conditioning.
 (11) For a maximum of 30 minutes while waiting to load or unload the 
commercial vehicle or while actually loading or unloading the commercial vehicle 
during a single loading or unloading event. [2011 c.349 §5]

 Note: See note under 825.601.

 825.615 Preemption of local regulation of idling; exception. (1) The authority 
to regulate the idling of primary engines in commercial vehicles is vested solely in 
the Legislative Assembly. A city, county or other local government may not enact 
any charter provision, ordinance, resolution or other provision regulating the idling 
of primary engines in commercial vehicles.
 (2) Notwithstanding subsection (1) of this section, a city, county or other local 
government may enforce any charter provision, ordinance, resolution or other 
provision regulating the idling of primary engines in commercial vehicles in effect on 
January 1, 2011. [2011 c.349 §6]

 Note: See note under 825.601.

PENALTIES

 825.950 Civil penalty for violation of this chapter, ORS chapter 818 or 826, 
or rule or order of department. (1)(a) Except as otherwise provided in paragraph 
(b) of this subsection, in addition to all other penalties provided by law, every person 
who violates or who procures, aids or abets in the violation of any provision of this 
chapter, ORS chapter 818 or 826 or any order, rule or decision of the Department 
of Transportation shall incur a civil penalty of not more than $100 for every such 
violation.
 (b) In addition to all other penalties provided by law, every person who violates 
or who procures, aids or abets in the violation of ORS 825.100 by offering to 
transport or transporting household goods without a certificate shall incur a civil 
penalty of not more than $1,000 for every such violation.
 (2) Each violation described in this section is a separate offense and in case of 
a continuing violation every day’s continuance is a separate violation. Every act of 
commission or omission that procures, aids or abets in the violation is a violation 
under this section and subject to the civil penalty provided in this section.
 (3) Civil penalties under this section shall be imposed in the manner provided in 
ORS 183.745.
 (4) The Department of Transportation may reduce any civil penalty provided for 
in this section on such terms as the department considers proper if:
 (a) The defendant admits the violations alleged in the notice and makes timely 
request for reduction of the penalty; or
 (b) The defendant submits to the department a written request for reduction of 
the penalty within 15 days from the date the penalty order is served.
 (5) If the amount of such penalty is not paid to the department, the Attorney 
General, at the request of the department, shall bring an action in the name of 
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the State of Oregon in the Circuit Court of Marion County to recover such penalty. 
The action may not be commenced until after the time has expired for an appeal 
from the findings, conclusions and order of the department. In all such actions 
the procedure and rules of evidence shall be the same as an ordinary civil action 
except as otherwise provided in this chapter.
 (6) Any motor carrier of household goods found knowingly to have assessed 
charges for transportation service less than published in its tariffs or written 
contracts on file with the department may be directed to collect the undercharges 
from the persons liable for the undercharges and to remit the undercharges to the 
department in addition to any monetary penalties imposed against the carrier for 
charging less than the tariff or contract prescribes.
 (7) Any motor carrier of household goods found to have assessed charges for 
transportation service more than the rates that have been legally filed with and 
prescribed by the department shall refund the overcharges to the persons from 
whom collected. If the carrier is unable to do so, the carrier may be required to 
remit such overcharges to the department in addition to any monetary penalties 
imposed against the carrier for charging more than the applicable tariff or contract 
prescribes. [Formerly 767.470; 1997 c.275 §31; 1997 c.722 §1; 2003 c.754 §10; 
2009 c.433 §14; 2015 c.283 §22]

 825.955 Civil penalty for violation of provisions relating to driver 
equipment compliance form or drug and alcohol testing program; rules. (1) In 
addition to any other penalties provided by law, the Department of Transportation 
may impose a civil penalty of not more than $1,000 for:
 (a) Submittal of a false certification to the department on a driver equipment 
compliance check form;
 (b) Failure by a motor carrier to return to the department as required by rule a 
driver equipment compliance check form; or
 (c) Failure of a motor carrier to establish or participate in a drug and alcohol 
testing program as required by ORS 825.410.
 (2) Each violation specified in subsection (1) of this section is a separate 
offense, and in the case of a continuing violation, each day’s continuance is a 
separate violation. Every act of commission or omission which procures, aids or 
abets in the violation is a violation under this section and subject to the penalty 
provided in this section.
 (3) Civil penalties under this section shall be imposed in the manner provided in 
ORS 183.745.
 (4) The department may reduce any civil penalty provided for in this section on 
such terms as the department considers proper if:
 (a) The defendant admits the violations alleged in the notice and makes timely 
request for reduction of the penalty; or
 (b) The defendant submits to the department a written request for reduction of 
the penalty within 15 days from the date the penalty order is served.
 (5) If the amount of the penalty is not paid to the department, the Attorney 
General, at the request of the department, shall bring an action in the name of 
the State of Oregon in the Circuit Court of Marion County to recover such penalty. 
The action shall not be commenced until after the time has expired for an appeal 
from the findings, conclusions and order of the department. In all such actions 
the procedure and rules of evidence shall be the same as an ordinary civil action 
except as otherwise provided in this chapter.
 (6) The department shall adopt rules describing the driver equipment 
compliance check form referred to in subsection (1) of this section. [Formerly 
767.995; 1997 c.275 §32; 1999 c.1099 §5; 2009 c.395 §11]
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 825.960 Department action against employer when department receives 
notification of violation of out-of-service order; civil penalty. (1) When the 
Department of Transportation receives notification that a person has violated 
an out-of-service order or notice, the department shall impose a civil penalty of 
not less than $2,750 or more than $25,000 on the employer of an operator of a 
commercial motor vehicle if the department finds that the employer knowingly 
allowed, permitted, authorized or required the operator to violate the order or notice.
 (2) For purposes of this section, “notification” includes, but is not necessarily 
limited to, a record of conviction and a record of a determination by a state or 
federal agency with jurisdiction to make such determinations that the person has 
violated an out-of-service order or notice.
 (3) Civil penalties under this section shall be imposed in the manner provided by 
ORS 183.745.
 (4) If the amount of the penalty is not paid to the department, the Attorney 
General, at the request of the department, shall bring an action in the name of 
the State of Oregon in the Circuit Court of Marion County to recover such penalty. 
The action shall not be commenced until after the time has expired for an appeal 
from the findings, conclusions and order of the department. In all such actions 
the procedure and rules of evidence shall be the same as an ordinary civil action 
except as otherwise provided in this chapter. [Formerly 767.996; 1997 c.275 §33; 
2007 c.122 §5; 2009 c.395 §12]

 Note: The amendments to 825.960 by section 122, chapter 630, Oregon Laws 
2021, become operative January 1, 2023, and apply to conduct leading to driving 
privilege sanctions imposed on or after January 1, 2023. See sections 124 and 169, 
chapter 630, Oregon Laws 2021. The text that is operative on and after January 1, 
2023, is set forth for the user’s convenience.

 825.960. (1) When the Department of Transportation receives notification that a 
person has violated an out-of-service order or notice, the department shall impose 
a civil penalty on the employer of an operator of a commercial motor vehicle if the 
department finds that the employer knowingly allowed, permitted, authorized or 
required the operator to violate the order or notice.
 (2) For purposes of this section, “notification” includes, but is not necessarily 
limited to, a record of conviction and a record of a determination by a state or 
federal agency with jurisdiction to make such determinations that the person has 
violated an out-of-service order or notice.
 (3) Civil penalties under this section shall be imposed in the manner provided by 
ORS 183.745.
 (4) If the amount of the penalty is not paid to the department, the Attorney 
General, at the request of the department, shall bring an action in the name of 
the State of Oregon in the Circuit Court of Marion County to recover such penalty. 
The action shall not be commenced until after the time has expired for an appeal 
from the findings, conclusions and order of the department. In all such actions 
the procedure and rules of evidence shall be the same as an ordinary civil action 
except as otherwise provided in this chapter.
 (5) The department may adopt by rule a schedule establishing the amount of the 
civil penalty that may be imposed under this section.

 825.990 Criminal penalties. (1) Except as otherwise provided in subsection 
(2) of this section, every person who violates or procures, aids or abets violation of 
this chapter and any person who refuses or fails to obey any order, decision or rule, 
made under or pursuant to this chapter commits a Class A traffic violation.
 (2) Knowingly violating an out-of-service notice issued under authority of the 
Department of Transportation is a Class A misdemeanor.
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 (3) A person is subject to the penalties under subsection (4) of this section if the 
person knowingly:
 (a) Transports any hazardous waste listed under ORS 466.005 or rules adopted 
thereunder to a facility that does not have appropriate authority to receive the waste 
under ORS 466.005 to 466.385 and 466.992.
 (b) Disposes of any hazardous waste listed under ORS 466.005 or rules 
adopted thereunder without appropriate authority under ORS 466.005 to 466.385 
and 466.992.
 (c) Materially violates terms of any permit or authority issued to the person 
under this chapter or ORS 466.005 to 466.385 and 466.992 in the transporting or 
disposing of hazardous waste.
 (d) Makes any false material statement or representation in any application, 
label, manifest, record, report, permit or other document filed, maintained or used 
for purposes of compliance with requirements under this chapter for the safe 
transportation of hazardous wastes.
 (e) Fails to include material information required under rules of the Department 
of Transportation in any application for any permit or authority to transport 
hazardous waste under this chapter.
 (f) Violates any rules adopted by the Department of Transportation concerning 
the transportation of hazardous wastes.
 (4) Subject to ORS 153.022, violation of subsection (3) of this section is a Class 
B misdemeanor. [Subsections (1) and (2) formerly 767.990; subsections (3) and (4) 
formerly 767.993; 1999 c.1051 §233; 2011 c.597 §308]
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DEFINITION

 826.001 Definitions. As used in this chapter:
 (1) “Combined weight” means the total empty weight of all vehicles in a 
combination plus the total weight of the load carried on that combination of 
vehicles.
 (2) “Commercial vehicle” means a vehicle that:
 (a) Is used for the transportation of persons for compensation or profit; or
 (b) Is designed or used primarily for the transportation of property.
 (3) “Department” means the Department of Transportation. [Formerly 768.001]

 826.003 Rules. The Department of Transportation may adopt rules regarding 
registration records for vehicles registered under this chapter. [1995 c.733 §82b]

 826.005 Authority for reciprocal registration agreements; permitted 
provisions; requirements; limitations. (1) The Department of Transportation may 
enter into agreements with the duly authorized representatives of any jurisdiction 
that issues registration to establish reciprocal privileges or registration exemptions 
for vehicles as described in this section. An agreement entered into by the 
department under the authority granted by this section may establish exemptions 
from proportional registration fees.
 (2) An agreement shall only grant the privileges, benefits and exemptions to a 
vehicle or the registrant of a vehicle if the vehicle is any of the following:
 (a) Registered in the jurisdiction where the person registering the vehicle has a 
legal residence.
 (b) A commercial vehicle registered in a jurisdiction where the commercial 
enterprise in which the vehicle is used has a place of business. To qualify under this 
paragraph, the vehicle must be assigned to the place of business and the place of 
business must be the place from which or in which the vehicle is most frequently 
dispatched, garaged, serviced, maintained, operated or otherwise controlled.
 (c) A commercial vehicle registered in a jurisdiction where the vehicle has been 
registered because of an agreement between two jurisdictions or a declaration 
issued by any jurisdiction.
 (3) An agreement shall retain the right of the department to make the final 
determination as to the proper place of registration of a vehicle when there is 
a dispute or doubt concerning the proper place of registration. An agreement 
shall retain the right of the department to confer with the departments of other 
jurisdictions affected when making a determination under this subsection.
 (4) An agreement shall not provide for any benefit, exemption or privilege with 
respect to fuel taxes, use fuel taxes, weight mile taxes or any other fees or taxes 
levied or assessed against the use of highways or use or ownership of vehicles 
except registration taxes, fees and requirements.
 (5) An agreement must provide that any vehicle registered in this state will 
receive a similar kind or degree of exemptions, benefits and privileges when 
operated in another jurisdiction that is party to the agreement as vehicles registered 
in the other jurisdiction receive when operated in this state.
 (6) An agreement, in the judgment of the department, shall be in the best 
interest of this state and its citizens, shall be fair and equitable to this state and 
its citizens and shall be determined on the basis and recognition of benefits that 
accrue to the economy of this state from the uninterrupted flow of commerce.
 (7) An agreement may authorize a vehicle that would otherwise be required 
to be registered in one jurisdiction to be registered in another jurisdiction without 
losing any benefit, exemption or privilege under the agreement if the vehicle is 
operated from a base located in the other jurisdiction.
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 (8) An agreement may allow the lessee or lessor of a vehicle, subject to the 
terms and conditions of the lease, to receive benefits, exemptions and privileges 
under the agreement.
 (9) An agreement may authorize the department to suspend or cancel any 
exceptions, benefits or privileges granted to any person under the agreement if the 
person violates any of the terms or conditions of the agreement or violates any law 
or rule of this state relating to vehicles.
 (10) All agreements shall be in writing and filed with the department within 10 
days after execution or the effective date of the agreement, whichever is later.
 (11) An agreement may be a limited type agreement with any state bordering 
this state as described in this subsection. An agreement described under this 
subsection is subject to all of the following:
 (a) The benefits, exemptions and privileges under the agreement shall only be 
extended to vehicles or a class of vehicles as specified in the agreement.
 (b) The agreement shall be applicable only within an area in each state that is 
situated along the boundary between the states and that is substantially equal in 
size.
 (c) The usage permitted of the vehicles in the two areas shall be as substantially 
equal as may be practicable.
 (d) The areas and usage subject to the agreement shall be described in the 
agreement.
 (e) Proportional registration shall not be required under the agreement.
 (f) The agreement shall comply with other mandatory provisions of this section 
and may contain any other provisions described under this section.
 (g) A vehicle operating under the agreement may be required to obtain a permit 
under ORS 803.610.
 (12) An agreement may require the display or submission of evidence of 
registration for any vehicle operating under the agreement. [Formerly 768.003]

 826.007 Authority for proportional registration agreements; permitted 
provisions; requirements; limitations; rules. The Department of Transportation 
may enter into agreements with the duly authorized representatives of any 
jurisdiction that issues out-of-state registration to provide for proportional 
registration of vehicles and for the apportionment of registration fees and other 
fixed fees and taxes on vehicles proportionally registered in this state and the other 
jurisdiction. All of the following apply to an agreement established under authority 
granted by this section:
 (1) An agreement may provide proportional registration only for commercial 
vehicles that are engaged in interjurisdictional commerce or combined 
interjurisdictional and intrajurisdictional commerce.
 (2) An agreement may provide for proportional registration for vehicles 
individually or in fleets but must comply with the requirements for proportional 
registration under ORS 826.009 for all proportionally registered vehicles and with 
the requirements under ORS 826.011 for all proportionally registered fleets.
 (3) An agreement may include provisions necessary to facilitate the 
administration of proportional registration.
 (4) Any apportionment of registration fees and other fixed vehicle fees or taxes 
may be made on a basis commensurate with and determined on the miles traveled 
on and use made of the highways of this state as compared with the miles traveled 
on and use made of other jurisdictions’ highways, or may be made on any other 
equitable basis of apportionment.
 (5) No agreement shall contain any provision that requires a vehicle to be 
proportionally registered if the vehicle is:
 (a) Registered by this state;
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 (b) Operating in this state under any vehicle permit that allows operation of an 
unregistered vehicle; or
 (c) Legally operated in this state under an exemption provided under ORS 
803.305.
 (6) Nothing in an agreement shall affect the right of the department to adopt 
rules as described in this subsection. The department may adopt any rules the 
department deems necessary to effectuate and administer the provisions of the 
agreement.
 (7) An agreement shall only provide for proportional registration of vehicles if the 
vehicle is any of the following:
 (a) Registered in the jurisdiction where the person registering the vehicle has a 
legal residence.
 (b) Registered in a jurisdiction where the commercial enterprise in which the 
vehicle is used has a place of business where the vehicle has been assigned and 
from which or in which the vehicle is most frequently dispatched, garaged, serviced, 
maintained, operated or otherwise controlled.
 (c) Registered in a jurisdiction where the vehicle has been registered because of 
an agreement between two jurisdictions or a declaration issued by any jurisdiction.
 (8) An agreement shall retain the right of the department to make the final 
determination as to the proper place of registration of a vehicle when there is 
a dispute or doubt concerning the proper place of registration. An agreement 
shall retain the right of the department to confer with the departments of other 
jurisdictions affected when making a determination under this subsection.
 (9) An agreement may provide that the department may deny any person 
further benefits under the agreement until all fees or taxes have been paid if the 
department determines that the person should have proportionally registered more 
vehicles in this state or paid additional fees or taxes on vehicles proportionally 
registered in this state.
 (10) An agreement may provide for arrangements with agencies of this state or 
other jurisdictions for joint audits of registrants of proportionally registered vehicles 
and for the exchange of audit information on persons who have proportionally 
registered vehicles.
 (11) An agreement may authorize a vehicle that would otherwise be required 
to be registered in one jurisdiction to be registered in another jurisdiction without 
losing any benefits under the agreement if the vehicle is operated from a base 
located in the other jurisdiction.
 (12) An agreement may allow the lessee or lessor of a vehicle, subject to the 
terms and conditions of the lease, to receive benefits of proportional registration 
under the agreement.
 (13) An agreement may authorize the department to suspend or cancel any 
benefits under the agreement if the person violates any of the terms or conditions 
of the agreement or violates any law or rule of this state relating to vehicles.
 (14) All agreements shall be in writing and shall be filed with the department 
within 10 days after execution or the effective date of the agreement, whichever is 
later.
 (15) Vehicles that are proportionally registered under an agreement, whether 
individually or in a fleet, are fully registered in this state for purposes of ORS 
803.300 and any other portion of the vehicle code and are accorded the same 
privileges and duties as other vehicles registered in this state even though the 
vehicle may have primary registration in some other jurisdiction. This subsection 
does not grant authority required for intrastate movement where such authority is 
required under ORS chapter 825. Such authority must be granted in accordance 
with ORS chapter 825.
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 (16) An agreement may only provide the benefits of proportional registration to 
a vehicle that is registered either proportionally or otherwise in at least one other 
jurisdiction in addition to this one.
 (17) Nothing in an agreement shall affect the right of the department to act 
under this subsection. The department may refuse to issue proportional registration 
in this state for vehicles from jurisdictions that do not grant similar privileges for 
vehicles from this state.
 (18) An agreement shall not provide for any benefit, exemption or privilege with 
respect to fuel taxes, use fuel taxes, weight mile taxes or any other fees or taxes 
levied or assessed against the use of highways or use or ownership of vehicles 
except registration taxes, fees and requirements.
 (19) An agreement may control the requirements for type, manner of display, 
number and other provisions relating to registration plates, registration cards or 
other proof of registration for vehicles that are subject to the agreement. [Formerly 
768.005]

 826.008 Certain records not public. (1) The following are not public records 
unless the public interest requires disclosure in the particular instance:
 (a) Mileage information required to be filed with the Department of 
Transportation under agreements authorized by ORS 826.007.
 (b) Information collected by the department from a motor carrier for the purpose 
of conducting an audit under an agreement authorized by ORS 826.007.
 (2) A motor carrier to whom the information pertains, or a person who has 
written permission from the carrier, may inspect information described in subsection 
(1) of this section.
 (3) The department, upon request or as required by law, shall disclose 
information from the records described in subsection (1) of this section to a 
government agency for use in carrying out its governmental functions. [1997 c.501 
§4]

 826.009 Proportional registration of commercial vehicles. Proportional 
registration allows commercial vehicles to comply with registration requirements of 
more than one jurisdiction and to have registration fees, taxes or other fixed fees 
apportioned among the jurisdictions in which the vehicles are being operated. A 
vehicle may be registered under proportional registration if the vehicle qualifies for 
proportional registration under an agreement entered into under ORS 826.007. If 
a vehicle is going to be proportionally registered as part of a fleet, ORS 826.011 
must be complied with in addition to this section. A vehicle is registered in this state 
if the vehicle is proportionally registered under this section. The following apply to 
proportional registration:
 (1) The terms of an agreement established under ORS 826.007 control all of 
the provisions of proportional registration, including but not limited to the following, 
except as otherwise provided by this section:
 (a) Qualification.
 (b) Apportionment of fees, taxes and other fixed fees.
 (c) Application and information required.
 (d) Requirements for type, manner of display, number or any other provision 
relating to registration plates, registration cards and other proof of registration.
 (e) Any other provision relating to the registration of proportionally registered 
vehicles.
 (2) When initially registered, the registration fees for vehicles registered under 
this section may be reduced according to the schedule provided under ORS 
826.021.
 (3) The registration period for proportionally registered vehicles is a period 
of four consecutive quarters. The period begins on the first day of any calendar 
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quarter and ends on the last day of the fourth consecutive quarter. All vehicles 
within a proportionally registered fleet shall be registered for the same registration 
period. Each carrier may select the calendar quarter in which the registration will 
begin except that, if necessary for administrative convenience, the Department 
of Transportation may require a carrier to adopt a registration year chosen by the 
department.
 (4) The department may issue appropriate registration cards, stickers, permits, 
tabs, plates or other suitable identification devices the department considers 
convenient for proportionally registered vehicles. The fees for such stickers, permits, 
tabs or plates are as provided under ORS 826.023.
 (5) Any applicant whose application for proportional registration under this 
section has been accepted by the department shall preserve the records on 
which the application is based for a period of four years following the year or the 
period upon which said application is based. Upon request of the department, the 
applicant shall make such records available to the department at its office for audit 
as to accuracy of mileage, number of vehicles, weights, computations and payment 
of fees or shall pay the reasonable costs of an audit at the home office of the 
applicant by a duly appointed representative of the department. An applicant shall 
comply with any audit provisions under the agreement allowing the registration.
 (6) If a provision concerning the registration of vehicles is not provided under 
the agreement or under this section, provisions of the vehicle code applicable to 
registration shall be applicable to proportionally registered vehicles.
 (7) If a vehicle qualifies for proportional registration, the department may issue 
temporary proportional registration permits under ORS 826.029 to allow operation 
of the vehicles pending issuance of evidence of proportional registration.
 (8) The department may allow a carrier to operate on expired registration plates 
and registration for up to one extra quarter if the renewal application has been 
submitted and the required fees for registration have been paid on or before the last 
day of the registration period for the vehicles. The extension of time allowed by this 
subsection shall be granted only if the department determines that the extension is 
necessary for the administrative convenience of the department.
 (9) Vehicles registered and identified under this section shall be deemed to be 
fully registered in this state for any type of movement or operation, except that in 
these instances in which a grant of authority is required for intrastate movement 
or operation, no such vehicle shall be operated in intrastate commerce in this 
state unless the owner thereof has been granted intrastate authority or right by 
the department and unless said vehicle is being operated in conformity with such 
authority and rights.
 (10) Registration cards may be issued for proportionally registered vehicles. 
Registration cards issued for proportionally registered vehicles shall be carried on 
the vehicle at all times or, in the case of a combination of vehicles, the registration 
card for a trailer may be carried in the vehicle supplying the motive power.
 (11) In accordance with provisions of the agreement establishing proportional 
registration, the department may suspend or cancel the exemptions, benefits or 
privileges granted thereunder to a person who violates any of the conditions or 
terms of such agreements or arrangements or who violates the laws of this state 
relating to vehicles or regulations lawfully promulgated thereunder.
 (12) A vehicle may be registered under this section prior to issuance of a 
certificate of title for the vehicle. [Formerly 768.007]

 826.010 Quarterly payment of registration fees for vehicles registered 
under ORS 826.009. (1) Registration fees for commercial vehicles registered under 
the proportional registration provisions of ORS 826.009 may be paid quarterly 
provided that:
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 (a) The amount of Oregon apportioned registration fees for the carrier exceeds 
$1,000 per year; and
 (b) The registration fees are paid in equal quarterly installments.
 (2) A carrier that pays in quarterly installments under this section shall pay a $4 
administrative processing fee with the first quarter payment for each year that the 
carrier pays in quarterly installments.
 (3) Authorization for quarterly payment does not affect the registration period 
specified in ORS 826.009. [2003 c.618 §35]

 826.011 Proportional fleet registration. Any registrant of a fleet of commercial 
vehicles that are operated in this state and in other jurisdictions may register the 
fleet under proportional fleet registration under this section in lieu of registering the 
vehicles as provided under the vehicle code if the fleet qualifies for proportional 
fleet registration under this section. Proportional fleet registration allows fleets of 
commercial vehicles to comply with registration requirements of more than one 
jurisdiction and to have registration fees, taxes or other fixed fees apportioned 
among the jurisdictions in which vehicles from the fleet are being operated. The 
following apply to proportional fleet registration:
 (1) A vehicle may be registered under proportional fleet registration if the vehicle 
qualifies for proportional registration under an agreement entered into under ORS 
826.007 and if the vehicle is part of a fleet that qualifies under this section.
 (2) Except as provided in this section, the terms of an agreement established 
under ORS 826.007 and the provisions of ORS 826.009 control all of the provisions 
of proportional fleet registration, including but not limited to, the following:
 (a) Qualification.
 (b) Apportionment of fees, taxes and other fixed fees.
 (c) Application and information required.
 (d) Requirements for type, manner of display, number or any other provision 
relating to registration plates, registration cards and other proof of registration.
 (e) Any other provision relating to the registration or titling of proportionally 
registered vehicles.
 (3) In order to register vehicles under proportional fleet registration under this 
section, the vehicles must be part of a fleet that includes one or more commercial 
vehicles as designated by the Department of Transportation.
 (4) The initial application for proportional fleet registration shall be completed 
according to interstate agreements or administrative rules.
 (5) The department may issue any distinctive proof of registration under this 
section the department considers convenient. The fee for the issuance of plates, 
stickers or other suitable identification for proportionally registered fleets is as 
provided under ORS 826.023.
 (6) Vehicles acquired by the registrant after the commencement of the 
registration period and subsequently added to a proportionally registered fleet shall 
be proportionally registered according to interstate agreements or administrative 
rules.
 (7) If any vehicle is withdrawn from a proportionally registered fleet, the 
registrant of such fleet shall so notify the department on appropriate forms to 
be prescribed by the department. The department may require the registrant to 
surrender proportional registration cards and such other identification devices 
issued with respect to such vehicle as the department may deem advisable. 
Procedures for obtaining credit for fees paid on vehicles that are withdrawn from a 
proportionally registered fleet are provided under ORS 826.027.
 (8) In addition to any grounds for denial of proportional registration benefits 
under ORS 826.009, or an agreement under ORS 826.007, the department may 
deny the registrant of a proportionally registered fleet the right of any further 
benefits under proportional registration if the department determines that the 
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person should have prorated more vehicles in this state. The denial under this 
subsection may continue until the fees for such additional vehicle or vehicles that 
have been prorated have been paid. [Formerly 768.009]

 826.013 Registration weight. (1) Vehicles registered under ORS 826.009, 
826.011 or 826.031 are required to establish a registration weight.
 (2) Registration weight is established for the following purposes:
 (a) The registration weight is the weight used in the declaration of weight under 
ORS 826.015 to determine the registration fees under ORS 826.017 and ORS 
803.420 for vehicles required to establish registration weight under this section.
 (b) A vehicle that is required to establish registration weight by this section is in 
violation of ORS 803.315 if the vehicle is operated on a highway of this state at a 
weight in excess of the registration weight except when carrying a load:
 (A) Under the provisions of ORS 376.305 to 376.390;
 (B) Of over 105,500 pounds combined weight under a variance permit issued 
under ORS 818.200;
 (C) Under a registration weight trip permit issued under ORS 803.600; or
 (D) Consisting of towed motor vehicles.
 (3) Registration weight is established at the time of registration and whenever 
the vehicle has been altered or reconstructed by furnishing a declaration of weight 
described under ORS 826.015 that contains a statement of the maximum combined 
gross weight at which the vehicle will be operated on the highways of this state 
except when carrying loads described under subsection (2)(b) of this section. The 
maximum registration weight for any vehicle required to establish a registration 
weight under this section is 105,500 pounds. Vehicles operating at weights above 
105,500 pounds will operate under a variance permit issued under ORS 818.200.
 (4) The weight of a camper, a trailing manufactured structure or the following 
trailing vehicles should not be included in the registration weight:
 (a) Trailers with a loaded weight of 8,000 pounds or less.
 (b) Special use trailers, travel trailers and fixed load vehicles.
 (c) Towed motor vehicles. [Formerly 768.011; 2003 c.655 §142]

 826.015 Declaration of weight. (1) For vehicles registered under ORS 826.031 
or under proportional registration pursuant to ORS 826.009 or 826.011, the 
declaration of weight shall contain the combined weight of the vehicle.
 (2) For commercial buses, the declaration of weight shall contain the unloaded 
weight of the vehicle plus the unloaded weight of any bus trailer to be used in 
combination with the vehicle. The declaration shall also indicate the number of 
persons, including the driver, to be carried in the vehicle, plus the number of 
persons to be carried on any bus trailer to be used in combination with the vehicle. 
[Formerly 768.013; 2017 c.45 §4]

 826.017 Registration fees for proportionally registered vehicles. 
Registration fees for vehicles registered under ORS 826.009, 826.011 or 826.031 
are as provided in ORS 803.420 for vehicles of the same class. The fees are for an 
entire registration period and are payable when a vehicle is registered and upon 
renewal of registration. The Department of Transportation shall apportion any fee 
under this section to reflect the number of quarters registered. [Formerly 768.015]

 826.019 International Registration Plan fee. (1) In addition to any other 
fee collected for registration, the Department of Transportation shall collect an 
International Registration Plan fee from each applicant for proportional registration 
under this chapter.
 (2) The amount of the fee required by this section shall be calculated annually 
by the department. The total fees collected by the department under this section 
may not exceed the amount of any annual fee for membership in the International 
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Registration Plan. The department shall determine the amount to be paid by each 
applicant by dividing the amount of any membership fee by the total number of 
applications for proportional registration submitted in the previous calendar year.
 (3) Fees collected under this section shall be used to pay any membership fees 
required by the International Registration Plan agreement so long as the state is a 
signatory to the agreement. [1995 c.145 §2]
 826.021 Proration of fees for proportionally registered vehicles; adjustment of 
fees and registration periods by department; rules. (1) For vehicles that are initially 
registered under proportional registration under ORS 826.009 or 826.011, the 
Department of Transportation shall prorate the fees as provided in this subsection 
according to the registration period elected by the registrant and approved by the 
department for the vehicle or fleet of vehicles. The proration of fees under this 
subsection shall be as follows except that in no case shall the fee on which Oregon 
fees are based be less than $10:
 (a) If the vehicle is registered after the expiration of the first quarter of the 
registration period, three-fourths of the fees shall be used to determine the Oregon 
fees.
 (b) If the vehicle is registered after the expiration of the first half of the 
registration period, one-half of the fees shall be used to determine the Oregon fees.
 (c) If the vehicle is registered after the expiration of three-fourths of the 
registration period, one-fourth of the fees shall be used to determine the Oregon 
fees.
 (2) The department, by rule, may adjust registration fees or registration periods 
for a vehicle, as is administratively convenient for the department, if:
 (a) The vehicle is changed from one type of registration to another type; or
 (b) Any other change relating to the registration of the vehicle is made where it 
would be administratively convenient for the department to make such adjustments. 
[Formerly 768.017]

 826.023 Fees for cards, plates and stickers. (1) The fee for issuance of a 
duplicate or replacement registration card is $3.
 (2) The fee for issuance of each original, replacement or duplicate registration 
plate is $3 and includes a registration card and sticker.
 (3) The fee for renewal of a registration plate is $3 and includes a registration 
card and sticker.
 (4) The fee for issuance of replacement registration stickers is $3.
 (5) If a second plate is required for one vehicle, the fee for the plate or for a 
sticker for the plate is $3. [Formerly 768.021; 2003 c.753 §2; 2017 c.750 §70]

 826.025 Duplicate or replacement registration cards. The Department of 
Transportation may issue a duplicate or replacement registration card when:
 (1) The department receives an application indicating the loss, mutilation or 
destruction of a registration card; and
 (2) The fee for issuance of a duplicate or replacement card under ORS 826.023 
is paid to the department. [Formerly 768.023]

 826.027 Transfer of registration; withdrawal of vehicle from fleet. (1) The 
registrant of a vehicle which is proportionally registered under ORS 826.009 
or 826.011 shall be permitted to transfer the registration plates from the vehicle 
to a like vehicle to be similarly used if the vehicle is destroyed or permanently 
withdrawn from service within this state. To make a transfer of registration under 
this section, the registrant of the vehicle shall pay the Department of Transportation 
a registration transfer fee established under ORS 826.023, file a written statement 
indicating the withdrawal or destruction with the department and surrender the 
registration card for the vehicle. The department shall issue a registration card 
without payment of further fee. If the weight on the certificate of weight of the 
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vehicle receiving the transferred registration exceeds that of the vehicle destroyed 
or withdrawn, the registrant must pay registration fees on the increased weight.
 (2) If a vehicle is permanently withdrawn from a fleet that is proportionally 
registered under ORS 826.009 or 826.011 because it has been destroyed, sold or 
otherwise completely removed from the service of the registrant, the department 
shall provide credit for the unused portion of the fees paid according to terms of 
interstate agreements or in a manner defined by rule. In no event shall any such 
amount be subject to refund. [Formerly 768.025]

 826.029 Temporary proportional registration permits. The Department of 
Transportation may issue temporary proportional registration permits to qualifying 
persons pending registration of vehicles under proportional registration under 
ORS 826.009 or proportional fleet registration under ORS 826.011 and issuance of 
appropriate identification devices. [Formerly 768.027]

 826.031 Registration for certain vehicles subject to weight mile tax and not 
otherwise registered. (1) The owner of a vehicle that is subject to the tax imposed 
under ORS 825.474 and that is not registered under the proportional registration 
provisions of this chapter and is not registered in any other jurisdiction shall register 
the vehicle with the Department of Transportation if the vehicle is to be operated 
in this state. Registration under this section is in lieu of registration under ORS 
chapter 803.
 (2) The department shall determine the form of application for registration 
and renewal of registration and may require any information that it determines 
necessary to facilitate the registration process.
 (3) A vehicle registered under this section is subject to the insurance 
requirements of ORS 825.160 and not to the financial responsibility requirements 
of ORS chapter 806. Proof of compliance with financial responsibility requirements 
as specified in ORS 803.460 is not required for renewal of registration of a vehicle 
under this section.
 (4) A vehicle registered under this section shall be deemed to be fully registered 
in this state for any type of movement or operation, except that in those instances 
in which a grant of authority is required for intrastate movement or operation, no 
such vehicle shall be operated in intrastate commerce in this state unless the owner 
thereof has been granted intrastate authority or right by the department and unless 
the vehicle is being operated in conformity with such authority and rights.
 (5) A vehicle may be registered under this section prior to a certificate of title 
being issued for the vehicle but nothing in this section affects any requirement that 
a certificate of title be issued. [Formerly 768.029; 1997 c.249 §269; 2019 c.312 §15]

 826.033 Application of other registration provisions of Oregon Vehicle 
Code to vehicles registered under this chapter. The provisions of ORS chapter 
803 concerning the registration of vehicles apply to vehicles registered under 
this chapter, unless a specific provision of this chapter differs from a comparable 
provision of ORS chapter 803. [Formerly 768.031]

 826.035 Registration identification devices and cards for vehicles 
registered under ORS 826.031. (1) The Department of Transportation may issue 
appropriate registration, stickers, plates or other suitable identification devices the 
department considers convenient for vehicles registered under ORS 826.031. The 
fees for such stickers or plates are as provided in ORS 826.023.
 (2) Registration cards may be issued for vehicles registered under ORS 826.031. 
Registration cards issued for the vehicles shall be carried on the vehicle at all times. 
[Formerly 768.033]
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 826.037 Annual or quarterly registration under ORS 826.031. (1) Vehicles 
registered under ORS 826.031 may be registered under staggered registration.
 (2) For purposes of this section, staggered registration starts on the first day of 
any calendar quarter and runs through the last day of the last calendar quarter in 
the registration period. The number of calendar quarters in a registration period is 
elected by the vehicle owner at the time of registration except that a person may not 
establish a staggered registration period of more than four quarters.
 (3) The Department of Transportation may allow a carrier registered under ORS 
826.031 to operate on expired registration plates and registration for up to one extra 
quarter if the renewal application has been submitted and the required fees for 
registration have been paid on or before the last day of the registration period for 
the vehicles. The extension of time allowed by this subsection shall be granted only 
if the department determines that the extension is necessary for the administrative 
convenience of the department.
 (4) Nothing in this section requires the department to issue registration plates 
that are valid for less than a one-year period. An election by a carrier to operate 
in nonconsecutive quarters of a four-quarter period does not by itself require the 
carrier to renew registration plates. [Formerly 768.035]

 826.039 Refund of certain registration fees. (1) The Department of 
Transportation shall grant a refund of that portion of the registration fee applicable 
to the unexpired portion of the registration period for a vehicle described in ORS 
826.031 if the vehicle is sold and:
 (a) The seller is an individual and does not intend to remain in, or within one 
year to reenter, business as a motor carrier;
 (b) Neither the selling person if an individual nor substantially the same group 
of persons if a group intends to register, or within one year of the date of sale 
registers, an assumed business name under the provisions of ORS chapter 648 for 
the purpose of doing business as a motor carrier; or
 (c) Neither the selling person if an individual nor substantially the same group 
of persons if a group intends to organize, or within one year from the date of sale 
organizes, as a corporation under the provisions of ORS chapter 60 for the purpose 
of doing business as a motor carrier.
 (2) If the department grants a refund to a person or entity that attempts to 
reenter business as a motor carrier within one year of the date of the sale that led 
to the refund, the department may refuse to issue authority to the person or entity 
until the amount of the refund has been repaid. [Formerly 768.037]

 826.041 Agents for issuance of registration and collection of fees. The 
Department of Transportation may appoint agents to issue registration and to 
collect any fees required by this chapter. The department shall prescribe the duties 
and compensation of such agents and may require them to give bonds, in such 
amount as the department determines appropriate, conditioned upon the faithful 
performance of their duties. [Formerly 768.039]

_______________
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