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RE: High Performance School Program
Dear Mr. Adams:

This letter is provided on behalf of the Oregon Department of Transportation’s Bicycle and
Pedestrian Advisory Committee (OBPAC). The Governor appointed Committee advises ODOT
in the regulation of bicycle and pedestrian traffic and the establishment of bikeways and
walkways. At our July 17" meeting, the committee discussed the Department of Energy’s High
Performance School Program and wishes to offer the following comments about the
transportation and energy impacts of school siting.

OBPAC s is interested in the issue of school siting and the effect on transportation choices.
Fitting right in with the HPS’s program goals of energy and resource efficiency, health
promotion and cost-effective operations, OBPAC feels that school- siting is integral to creating a
sustainable, healthful, community and child friendly school environment. We are surprised that
the HPS program does not make any mention of transportation and the role that school-siting
plays in reducing energy use. The Committee feels that transportation to a LEED school should
be included in the HSP criteria.

Siting of the school

From our transportation point of view, we think High Performance Schools should promote not
only energy efficient school buildings, but energy efficient school locations. Schools should be
located geocentric to the population they serve and avoid placement that induces more
automobile trips and more reliance on busing students to school. Schools should be sited so as to
minimize travel to support facilities. School grounds and buildings should be available for multi-
use community activities, further reducing the need for children to be driven to after school
activities.

We understand that schools are attracted to large tracts of land at lower prices, but only because
transportation costs, both public and private, are not included in the analysis. When the great
costs of providing transportation, the increased motor vehicle travel demand and the reduced
bikeability and walkability of remote school locations are considered the cost of locating schools
far from neighborhoods increases dramatically. Placing schools within the communities they
serve reduces these transportation impacts.
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Transportation to and from school is part of a school’s energy performance

We suggest that the HPS Program acknowledge that school siting has an impact on
transportation choices and energy use. Schools should be sited for maximum bicycle and walking
access — including the crossing of major streets. This has a positive influence on public health by
stimulating exercise through walking and bicycling to school and by decreasing reliance on
parents driving students to schools. This in turn provides students with a life long model of and
experience of expecting services to be within their geographic reach without an automobile.
Ample bicycle parking should also be incorporated into HPS school site design as well.

OBPAC is pleased to offer these comments and suggestions about the High Performance School
Program. We are pleased the DOE is offering such a program. We are here, as a resource should
you have questions, concerns or require more information about reducing our energy footprints
in the area of transportation.

Sincerely

Al Zelada, OD
Oregon Department of Transportation
Oregon Bicycle and Pedestrian Advisory Committee Member

CC Constance Beaumont, TGM Program, DLCD
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