
Hi, just a reminder that you're receiving this email because you have expressed an interest in ODOT
Region 1. Don't forget to add kristen.stallman@odot.state.or.us to your address book so we'll be sure to
land in your inbox!
 
You may unsubscribe if you no longer wish to receive our emails.

Your source for updates and information regarding efforts to remember, restore and reconnect the Historic
Columbia River Highway and State Trail - a world class adventure from Portland to The Dalles. 

Historic Columbia River Highway News - August 2016

Visit Our Website

Advisory Committee Meeting 
The next Historic Columbia River Highway Advisory Committee Meeting will be held
Thursday, September 8 from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. at the Corbett Fire Hall (36930
Historic Columbia River Highway, Corbett). The agenda is available. 

Gorge Express shuttle riders  -  tell us what you think!
The Columbia Gorge Express (CGE) launched as a pilot program
on May 27, 2016 connecting visitors to Multnomah Falls with a
shuttle bus that stopped at Gateway Transit Center and Rooster
Rock. A quick survey is now available that will be used to improve
and refine the pilot program for further service. 

Please take the survey before it closes on August 31!

Let's celebrate the Centennial!
We're gearing up for an action-packed fall,
with events for the the whole family to
celebrate the Centennial. Check out these
September 2016 events.

Sept. 9 - Dinner and Lecture Series at
the Discovery Center; fee and registration
required, starts at 6 p.m.
Sept. 10 - Tour of the Columbia River
Highway; fee and registration required
Sept. 17 - Washougal Heritage Day; free
family-friendly event
Sept. 18 - A Road Suited to the Times:
The Columbia River Highway at 100

https://visitor.constantcontact.com/do?p=un&m=001dK21zJGoMGd3QfL-EGVjeA%3D%3D&ch=&ca=3bafe98e-ff65-45bc-b4f3-0798ec050005
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001SX4pXRrMkNL0vrmNcn9L9140hEhDabh8pt-Ld8UQeW88ajck5PzkQIZO4zsix0VSPklRlFU3-mAG5Dpk1Vz0TyxISpzHXYC_NAD_Gt5EqAuDE9lrV6C5hc1Idd4iafSAkmpnOq7IXcbf72VIn2-5mXkzId32ywN7xksUs81vRWJ4WFyp0e4Y7A==&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001SX4pXRrMkNL0vrmNcn9L9140hEhDabh8pt-Ld8UQeW88ajck5PzkQJp1ZEaWqmKGzMTFAci6zTe5HQPPeNeJgVJaeyoFYCMhSHPC8c2XLriCs83rF9hoDsFRSGpc_5ruIrs9bmv8OkfC_qdlUHi-QyKg6Bd_p2nChcLg_ZSAEApWU9JUihBHcMpwroClYs-W&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001SX4pXRrMkNL0vrmNcn9L9140hEhDabh8pt-Ld8UQeW88ajck5PzkQJp1ZEaWqmKG-HXYfjsOZQcrUW6G8hP0JCWzZjQ5bjPE5eN3nft-OIoVDkq7GJ8wCy3uOnuNXQYsg9mIjkeBb6aXzgcIxdAekqL4dCmmNl15uz_J6SLxiK0gYTxF2ULaZGh2hhUSDIj2ebj1tXoQTFwbvlrVKmvGVPtHGudCArD1LCHPZObHXy4=&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001SX4pXRrMkNL0vrmNcn9L9140hEhDabh8pt-Ld8UQeW88ajck5PzkQJp1ZEaWqmKGqGCpZ1QdORfHpTTMRrR9lcSLSzLDI3g4yRiOKbFCr3x-DKevfMKmehIqO9xVJhlc4gLOA-N7kEjmZtvoziVlJn1wr-9bUElq7NY9nXzDNUb6X9tuajEgBd-nuxCXn2jy&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001SX4pXRrMkNL0vrmNcn9L9140hEhDabh8pt-Ld8UQeW88ajck5PzkQIqqUYgUIrLsDcgKAD9vCOADvcBD3bm6LND1D4koHz2YRaH3enwEchxGuYzCIyLoivllhs1XuUccjn-CGLmzsUTTgVX-bgiO8TvAQ6o2fflN7ieMIOh6FjbEC2KEPA95MzkiTrWCjTjBsCLtihtcT73ikk44Hah0gPOimhVC7Srb&c=&ch=


(Lantern Slide Show) starts at 3 p.m. at the
Maryhill Museum of Art
Sept. 23 - Dinner and Lecture Series at
the Discovery Center; fee and registration
required, starts at 6 p.m.
Sept. 24 - Oct. 31 - Gorge Bingo
Challenge; free family-friendly activity
Sept. 30 and Oct. 1 - Oktoberfest in
Washougal; free event
Sept. 30 - Oct. 2 - Second Annual Fall
Festival for the Arts in Troutdale; free
family-friendly event

Newest State Trail segment to open! 
On Saturday, Sep. 24 the Oregon Department of
Transportation (ODOT), Oregon State Parks
(OPRD), and U.S. Forest Service, along with
Western Federal Lands will host a celebration for
the newest 1.2 mile segment of the Historic
Highway State Trail (a short section near Wonder
Creek will be completed after Sep. 24). 

The dedication will start at Viento State Park at 10
a.m. (please arrive early to allow time for parking).
After a short welcome and dedication ceremony,
attendees will be able to walk or bike the trail
stopping along the way to learn about the
construction, trail features, and the next segment of
the State Trail that needs to be built. 

Attendees are encouraged to bike the new trail
from Starvation Creek to Lindsey Creek since it
will also be "bike your park" day. A shuttle will be operating between Viento and Starvation Creek
Trailheads. The trail will be accessible for people in mobility devices and OPRD rangers will also
provide a lift in small vehicles along the trail. 

We hope to see you at the dedication or out on the trail this fall!

Ready, Set, Gorge! 
In time for centennial celebrations of the 
Historic Columbia River Highway, three local
agencies have come together to enhance the visitor
experience along the ever-popular scenic route. 

ReadySetGorge.com takes visitors to a Travel
Oregon webpage devoted to touring tips, including
public transportation options and ways to enjoy the
myriad of events marking the highway's 100th
anniversary this year.

I-84 construction winding down this fall
Construction is taking place on I-84, including nighttime paving from Troutdale-
Multnomah Falls, Cascade Locks-Hood River, and Mosier-The
Dalles. Visit  www.I84Construction.org to learn more
and  www.TripCheck.com for real-time traffic conditions. 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001SX4pXRrMkNL0vrmNcn9L9140hEhDabh8pt-Ld8UQeW88ajck5PzkQJp1ZEaWqmKG2DjUIfEjLb1Dw7vgljNwpDo5QqmsGPgXX59l4Tn-zcVnSH1NgcBIril3nvjx1uI5A0Tuz1OEF3gQZVtudHukaQsonizDZClwVLf_uF22z7s=&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001SX4pXRrMkNL0vrmNcn9L9140hEhDabh8pt-Ld8UQeW88ajck5PzkQIZO4zsix0VSJ3f5JPE47O7LY8A8boDjK1N1cDY_2p4GMy3NotamSSx6miaAAlEUlHctZ_Jmej8__TitOaDM0GmHG0vGYZNDJLUk6BiWHf_N6yD3Yr3WL-dwqm0AEIECLw==&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001SX4pXRrMkNL0vrmNcn9L9140hEhDabh8pt-Ld8UQeW88ajck5PzkQIZO4zsix0VSiRb0UkcP8wdL2NlJDPPzbOizVrqhMoCOGQx-idPKHOTsWnnQW1SuhtzlCv7Qcd0OMrqcnvufcp2gDVJVpV5zBTCEDjUP5Fj8ozMPbRW8ii4=&c=&ch=


Construction almost finished! Paving Sandy River to Multnomah Falls: June - Oct. 2016*;
crews are paving the highway and some ramps, requiring nighttime lane and ramp closures
 
Construction almost finished! Paving Cascade Locks to Hood River: June - Sep. 2016*;
crews are paving the highway and some ramps, requiring nighttime lane and ramp closures
 
Construction almost finished! Extending the Historic Columbia River Highway State Trail:
Feb. - July 2016* construction work will require daytime shoulder closures; Sep. 24, 2016 trail
opening*
 
Hood River Rockfall Repair: Sep. 2016 - May 2017* construction work will require the right
lane on eastbound I-84 to be closed for about 3 months (caution - bikes will travel on a temporary
shoulder).
 
Under Construction! Mosier to The Dalles Paving & Median Barrier Replacement:
June - Sep. 2016*; requiring lane closures 
 
* Schedule is subject to change due to weather and site conditions

History - Recollections from the "Old Road"
We encourage you to share your story of the Historic Highway and you may see it featured in a
future email.

The 100th anniversary of the dedication of Historic Columbia River Highway this year
provides an opportune time to remember what life was like along the Historic
Highway back in the day (1916 - late 1950s) when this was the only road between
Portland and points east. It is certainly hard to imagine this bucolic life today as we
speed 65 mph on I-84 and to imagine  only seventy-or-so years ago, all of the car
travel through the Gorge was forced to the narrow, two-lane, scenic highway. It must
have been an incredible 30 mile per hour drive punctuated with breathtaking views
and dotted with roadside cafes, souvenir shops and service stations. However, it
wasn't always stress-free. Stories of getting car sick, terrible weather, and flat tires
were quite common and add to the lore of this historic road.



1926 view of the W.A. Johnson Cafe with a view of Vista House in the distance. 

Mike Johnson (Vancouver, Washington) and his cousin George Johnson (Hood River,
Oregon) surely remember what life was like along the Columbia River Highway. Mike
and George's grandparents operated Johnson's Café and service station located on
what is now the parking lot at Vista House at Crown Point. They spent their childhood
at Crown Point. Mike and George shared their stories with Kristen Stallman (ODOT)
in Troutdale on July 25, 2016. 

This view from Vista House shows how much the area has changed over the years. 



"Muggins" the cafe
cat 

Cousins George and Mike Johnson 

The "Columbia River
Highway Bear" 

The Johnson family's black and white photos dated as early
as 1926 fill albums made of black paper pages bound
together with string. These pages document a family history
linked to the Columbia River Highway. In fact, George lived in
the basement apartment below the restaurant with his mom
for the first several years of his life while his dad fought in the
Pacific during World War II. George's baby album is so
organized and thorough it was as if his mom was doing her
best to capture every stage of her new born baby's life to
share with his proud dad upon his return from the war. These
meticulous photo albums celebrated generations of Johnsons
which included snapshots of their thriving businesses and a
host of characters along the Historic Highway. 

 
These small black and white photos
feature the Johnson family at holiday
gatherings, neighbors such as the
Hendersons (Crown Point Chalet) and
Dimitts (Postcards), favorite customers
(State Highway Patrolmen, truck drivers),
locals and staff, not to mention the
famous pets such as "Muggins" the
famed café cat. The pages of photos
document the many epic weather events
that were truly unique to living and
operating a business at Crown Point
during the winter months. Photos of ice
encrusted Vista House and piles of snow
were common as were traffic accidents. A long truck didn't do so well as it tried to
make the famous figure eight curves east of Vista House. Could 60 mph gale force
wind be to blame?  The familiar rock walls and Vista House's circling steps are
featured in these historic family photos. It is easy for one who is familiar to with the
site to pick out the same locations today and step back in time.   

George Johnson and Mike Johnson have a love of the
Columbia River Highway and the Gorge. Their stories
and photos make the highway come alive for all of us
who appreciate its history and beauty. 

They did leave us with one mystery; the albums portray
the Columbia River Highway bear.  Stephen Kenney, a
local historian, shared similar story to of a bear shackled
at a gas station near the Stark Street Bridge, but the
photos make it appear like it was someplace at higher
elevation. If anyone has information on the Columbia
River Highway bear please share!  

Spread the word!
Share this newsletter with your friends and colleagues by clicking on
the "Forward this email" link below. 
Read more about the Historic Columbia River Highway, on ODOT's website. 
We encourage you to share your stories and pictures of the Historic Highway
using hashtag #Route30 or #HistoricColumbiaRiverHighway on Facebook,

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001SX4pXRrMkNL0vrmNcn9L9140hEhDabh8pt-Ld8UQeW88ajck5PzkQL9PCKKZ3spiIpRI-BHbUvbIHg8IFIz-OkW0mVu0Z_J4i_b3w3hV1EZZcGwDp5r1un6kn1Y1V565CmVX4UZ8oiTKMQrhrWoHyTlHhAu_YKKg9sZPvboX9LEyhe34TsUGMBAybLT12F4EBap0evJK5mJjmkG4Cwi4M77Y3HZtOuRu&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001SX4pXRrMkNL0vrmNcn9L9140hEhDabh8pt-Ld8UQeW88ajck5PzkQEVq1AtlRYTwBqWo7gSE-1l_MAjByG05OWtnETQKSSC16ER9beBaEzGjbX9qZtRPx-eXxtkrgfpAESgKgqfNibbVsMyAAvK9ts4vtPPeWDGDmc5U1GPJmJWT9z_5HL2Hk6Efn13Uue7Y&c=&ch=


Twitter, and Instagram. 

Kristen Stallman | Oregon Department of Transportation
503-731-4957 | kristen.stallman@odot.state.or.us

STAY CONNECTED:

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001SX4pXRrMkNL0vrmNcn9L9140hEhDabh8pt-Ld8UQeW88ajck5PzkQF7zqO3NqEbqVogjOng6eTwitPqCBMHQEbrWHH-aDWvBhYYr8idU_gAXCkuP83XnnZFrEq0zx3CSbVEwQoZ6cp8HcK2WQFkTK3oIn-n-ANXoFzLPyValBrzWV5F6aUnFaw==&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001SX4pXRrMkNL0vrmNcn9L9140hEhDabh8pt-Ld8UQeW88ajck5PzkQIZO4zsix0VSE3widpSfT8WP6wn9Qrd31snesgE4UTmHjeRD0XF7rXdf1TcUEGT9H6QAbEARPG2Sf7IQKTcUTq0Q4-6OKGhX5zZb_LeQ6zD4mtadxla1_2RLF77_BHbyxSoENpJLfJUB&c=&ch=
mailto:kristen.stallman@odot.state.or.us
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001SX4pXRrMkNL0vrmNcn9L9140hEhDabh8pt-Ld8UQeW88ajck5PzkQEVq1AtlRYTwBqWo7gSE-1l_MAjByG05OWtnETQKSSC16ER9beBaEzGjbX9qZtRPx-eXxtkrgfpAESgKgqfNibbVsMyAAvK9ts4vtPPeWDGDmc5U1GPJmJWT9z_5HL2Hk6Efn13Uue7Y&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001SX4pXRrMkNL0vrmNcn9L9140hEhDabh8pt-Ld8UQeW88ajck5PzkQF7zqO3NqEbqVogjOng6eTwitPqCBMHQEbrWHH-aDWvBhYYr8idU_gAXCkuP83XnnZFrEq0zx3CSbVEwQoZ6cp8HcK2WQFkTK3oIn-n-ANXoFzLPyValBrzWV5F6aUnFaw==&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001SX4pXRrMkNL0vrmNcn9L9140hEhDabh8pt-Ld8UQeW88ajck5PzkQIZO4zsix0VSE3widpSfT8WP6wn9Qrd31snesgE4UTmHjeRD0XF7rXdf1TcUEGT9H6QAbEARPG2Sf7IQKTcUTq0Q4-6OKGhX5zZb_LeQ6zD4mtadxla1_2RLF77_BHbyxSoENpJLfJUB&c=&ch=

