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Chapter One

Opening of
the Mosier
Twin Tunnels
Hood River to Mosier
Phase 1 Summary

All debris that was backfilled into the Mosier Twin
Tunnels in 1954 needed to be removed.

T he construction of the first project
started on July 10, 1995. The title

of the project was Hood River to Mosier
Connection � Phase 1. The ODOT
Project Management Office in The Dalles
administrated the contract. The majority
of the work was to remove all of the
material that was backfilled in the Tunnels
as well as the material which had fallen
west of the Tunnels and to structurally
secure the tunnel walls with rock bolts
and shotcrete. Also included in the
contract was the restoration of the
masonry walls and guardrail and the
narrowing of the roadway to its original
width between the Mosier end at Rock
Creek Road and  the Hood River end at
the Hood River County line.
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Above: The “Mid-Catchment” structure was built to
protect pedestrians from falling rock between the East
and West tunnels. Due to the topography, two separate
tunnels were originally built and therefore named the

Mosier Twin Tunnels.

Right: The Twin Tunnels “Cliff Walk,” restored by ODOT
mason Richard Fixx. Notice the darker rock on the bottom

right end of the masonry structure that was part of the
original wall. The rest of the original wall was broken off

Since there was an Indian burial ground near
Mosier, the contract also specified performing
an archeological site survey and fencing off
the area. To rebuild the masonry walk outside
the east tunnel, ODOT�s Master Mason,
Richard Fixx was hired to perform the work.

Part of the Tunnel work was to build a Rock
Catchment structure between the East and
West Tunnel. This structure, which will be
discussed later in greater detail, was similar to
the structure that would be built west of the
Tunnels, but contained a few differences.
Instead of being totally supported on columns,
the cliff side of the structure would rest on
footings that were built into the cliff.
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Above Right: Reconstruction of the Overlook Wall at the
Hood River and Wasco County line.

Right: Historic automobiles graced the Highway for the
first time since 1953 at the grand opening of the Tunnels

on Nov. 4, 1996. Above the Model A Ford roadster, driven
by Leon Kinner and accompanied by John Lindell, is the

Mid Catchment Structure and the newly installed wood
canopy inside the tunnel.

Due to the unique nature of the structure and
tunnel work, specialty design consultants were
hired and will be discussed in more detail later
since they were also used on the second phase.
HNTB of Bellevue, Washington was hired to
design the rock catchment structure. The lead
designer was Lee Holloway. The tunnel
engineering work was performed by
Woodward-Clyde of Sacramento, California.
Dan Meier and Phil Respess did the majority
of fieldwork.

The Prime Contractor for the Phase 1 project
was N-B Hatch. MOCON Construction, Black
Eagle, and Gino�s Masonry were a few of the
subcontractors hired for the project.

One of the �lessons learned� on this project
was that a contract needs to be very clear
on what work is to be performed and paid
for. During the repair of the masonry walls,
the contractor on this project believed he
should get paid the contract price for
repairing each side of the wall, when that
was not the intent.

An important part of the whole story of the
restoration work performed on these projects
was that the intent was to rebuild the section
of highway to as near its original condition
as possible. This intent had to be balanced
within safety and financial constraints.
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