
MINUTES 
 Historic Columbia River Highway 
 Advisory Committee 
 January 27, 1999 
  Wood Village City Hall 
 Wood Village, Oregon  
 
 
Members Present: Bill Pattison, James Hamrick, John Lundell, Julie Curtis, Jeffery Plummer,  
                                    Charlie Sciscione, and Jack Wiles. 
 
Staff Present:  Jeanette Kloos, Kevin Bracy, Robert Hadlow, Steve Coxen and Debra  
                                    Dowse. 
 
Public Present: Nancy Russell, Friends of the Columbia Gorge; Steve Rice; Howard Rice; 
   Gay Jervey; Jerry Igo, Natural Plant Society; Bus Gibson, MAZAMA; Lewis 
   L. McArthur; Dwight Smith; Kevin Price, OPRD; and Jean Hepburn,  
   Portland Women’s Forum. 
      
 
  
Bill Pattison, chair, called the meeting to order. 

 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 
Minutes for November 5, 1998 and December 15, 1998 were approved. 

 
PUBLIC COMMENTS: 
Howard Rice, with his wife Jane, adopted the HCRH for the three miles from Rowena Loops to the 
Rowena Interchange.  Howard wants to know what can be done about the “shooting range pit” by 
the Discovery Center.  The people using this area are leaving large amounts of trash behind, 
including Portland Police Department targets.  The police targets are that of a human silhouette and 
it can be disturbing to visitors to the Discovery Center.  Also, Howard has been collecting up to 10 
bags a day of trash and would like to thank ODOT for hauling the bags away, as promptly as they 
have.   
 
Steve Rice, who is a seasonal worker at the Discovery Center, also has concerns about the 
shooting range being so close to the Center.  Steve took his concern to the County, who informed 
him that not much could be done about it, since the range is grandfathered into the site.  He is 
concerned about the noise from the site late at night and whether anything could be done about 
this.  Steve’s second concern is of the width of the lane coming into the Discovery Center not being 
wide enough for two passing cars and a pedestrian or a bicyclist.   
 
John Lundell stated that the Committee has studied the “shooting range pit” problem for the last 10 
years and one of the ideas is a berm and a fence to keep people from parking in the area.  This 
solution will be implemented, hopefully, this year. 
 
Jeanette Kloos added, that the extension to the Riverfront trail should help alleviate the pedestrian 
and bicycle access problem by providing an alternative route.  The construction of the trail is 
supposed to start this summer. 

 1 



 2 

 
 
CONSENSUS PROCESS, URBAN AREAS, OUTCOME OF MEETINGS:  
Jeanette Kloos reported that the session in Hood River in December increased understanding for 
all parties.  Both of the meetings in Cascade Locks and Hood River went well.  A Programmatic 
Memorandum of Agreement for Hood River is being drafted.  A second, brainstorming meeting 
discussing Forest Lane, is scheduled for March 9.  The communities now have the understanding 
that the HRCH makes their areas special.  At Bill Pattison’s suggestion, ODOT has agreed to buy 
the caps on the street signs for Hood River and Mosier.  A third meeting, with Mosier, is set up for 
February 3rd.  
 
 
INITIAL PLANNING FOR DEDICATORY EVENTS: 
Jeanette Kloos asked for ideas from the committee on how to celebrate the selection of the HCRH 
as an All-American Road and to dedicate the completed construction projects.  Do we want to get 
all the communities to do a celebration together or do we want to have it over several days or at 
different times, locations and dates?  Jeanette suggested that projects being finished at different 
times can have separate celebrations. The brochures for the interpretive signs are not yet finished, 
but they are being contracted out and are slated to be done in the next 4 to 6 months.   
 
James Hamrick suggested that the purpose is to get as much media attention as we can.  Maybe 
we can add some local traditions into the celebration. 
 
Julie Curtis said she would be happy to help with this and she liked the idea of having different 
things happening in different areas.  This may include having an event during the Gorge Hiking 
Weekend scheduled for Father’s Day, June 20th.  Julie proposed hiring an event planner. 
 
Jeanette replied that we do not currently have a source of funds identified for an event planner.  
 
Jack Wiles suggested that Mosier and Hood River could come up with their own ideas for what they 
would like to see happen, if the communities want to have it as an extension of their regular events 
or as a separate event all together.   
 
Julie Curtis and Jeanette Kloos agreed to begin contacts with others and bring some suggestions 
back to the next meeting. 
  
 
ROCKFALL MITIGATION AT COUNTY LINE OVERLOOK: 
Jeanette Kloos began with pictures of the last two years of rockfall at County Line Overlook.  The 
rockfall is a constant problem.  There presently is a Jersey barrier that does not stop the rocks from 
falling into traffic. ODOT Geologists suggested either a berm or a gabbion wall.  Jeanette passed 
pictures of a berm and a gabbion wall, plus some walls with a rock finish and a concrete finish. The 
area is not wide enough for a berm, because it takes a lot of space.  The base would be around 20 
ft. and it would cover most of the pavement.  A berm is more visually appealing, and costs less than 
the wall.  The gabbion wall costs more, and is not as visually appealing.  The gabbion wall does not 
need a trench built for it’s foundation, the base is not as wide and it can be pushed back into place if 
need be.  One way to make it more attractive is to add a stone veneer. Another idea is to do build a 
rock wall to hold back the rock fall; this is very expensive and requires a high level of maintenance.   
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Lewis L. McArthur believes the gabbion wall that exists at Starvation Creek sticks out like a sore 
thumb.  A berm is artificial and an unnatural landform.  Lewis asked if doing nothing (cleaning off 
the pavement periodically) is an option? 
 
Jerry Igo asked if it was possible to grow ferns and/or moss on the gabbion wall to give it a more 
pleasing look.  Jerry wanted to know if just putting up signage warning off falling rocks was enough. 
  
 
Kevin Bracy replied that the area is exposed to direct sun, even being on the north side, so moss 
and ferns could not survive.  Kevin suggested that we look at scaling the rock.   
 
James wanted to know how deep it would need to be scaled and if scaling is the way to go.  He, 
also, felt that the gabbion wall would be intrusive to the landscape.  Can the scaling be done so that 
it could be more than a year’s cure?   
 
John brought up using wire mesh to hold back the falling rock, something like a slope protection 
mat or rock protection fence, with a dark PVC coating to make it visually subordinate. 
 
Steve Coxen agreed that if the issue is that the slope is sliding, then scaling would only add to the 
problem.  If liability is the only reason we are addressing this issue then, maybe signs are the way 
to go. 
 
Gay Jervey asked if there was anything that could be done with the fallen rock. 
 
Charlie Sciscione said that the scaling of the slope would only be a temporary solution and it might 
only last a year or so.  To continue to find funding to rescale the slope every few years would be 
next to impossible.  Having a geologist inspect the slope could tell us how deep we could scale 
without creating a larger rockfall.  On the parts of the HCRH that are open to traffic the rock that falls 
on the highway is not picked up, but left at site; it is not cost effective to haul it away.  
 
Bill concluded that there was a consensus to do nothing at this point and to consider putting up 
signage.  Bill suggested taking a wait and see approach. 
 
 
NON AGENDA ITEM: 
Jeanette Kloos presented Dwight Smith with a plaque for his many years of good work on the 
HCRH. 
 
 
 
 
PROJECT UPDATES 
 
HCRH Interpretive Signs 
Kevin Bracy presented slides showing the interpretive signs.  The sign at the Vista House has a 
photo of the dedication ceremony as a background.  All the signs turned out very well.  The signs 
have a 10-year warranty and a 5-year warranty against damage done by vandals.   
 
Lewis asked who owned the copyrights on the signs.  
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Jeanette said that she believes that ODOT owns the copyrights, but she will confirm this.  There 
has been discussion of laminating 11x17 copies of the signs and having them available at the 
Visitor Contact Station for purchase. 
 
   
HOOD RIVER TO MOSIER UPDATE: 
PHASE 1/2/3 
Kevin Bracy asked the Advisory Committee how we want to approach restoring the four portals.  
There is no structural damage.  The east portal appears to have been painted with a beige paint in 
the past.  The quote from the current contractor for the cleaning and patching is $35,000.  It would 
be the least expensive route to have him do it, because the equipment and materials are already on 
site.  
We need to make a decision on what direction we want to take with this.   
 
Jeanette Kloos and James Hamrick said that this is an expected part of the project and had been 
included in the plans for Hood River to Mosier Roads; having the work completed by the Phase 2 
contractor would speed completion.  
 
Charlie Sciscione suggested just sand blasting the concrete.  
 
Robert Hadlow will research this problem to see how others have handled it.  There is still time to 
research and brainstorm this further, since the contractor will not be back on site until April. 
 
The east-end gate plans include concrete posts.  The west gate was built with rock posts.  For 
continuity do we want to put a rock veneer on the west end?  The cost of the veneer would be 
$5,000.  The consensus was to leave it as planned. 
 

MOFFET CREEK - TANNER CREEK 
Unit 1 is complete, except for landscaping.  The problem with water coming through the GeoWeb 
Wall is fixed and landscaping can begin this spring.   
 
Unit 2 is scheduled for bid opening this fall and construction will begin next summer.  There will be 
an attempt to keep the petrified stump visible, with an interpretive sign explaining the geology of the 
area.  It needs to be made wheelchair accessible (maximum 5% grade); we are not sure that we 
can keep the stump visible and make it accessible at the same time. 
 
 
EAGLE CREEK - CASCADE LOCKS 
It is now usable, but there still are some things the FHWA would like to see completed.  The Ruckel 
Creek Bridge rail needs to be repaired.  This work will probably be done by the Forest Service. 
 
 
INTERPRETIVE SIGNS AND BROCHURES 
The signs are installed and the brochures are in the works.  

 
NATIONAL HISTORIC LANDMARK NOMINATION 
Robert Hadlow reported that he has spoken several times recently with Robie Lange, NHL program 
coordinator, in Washington D.C.  Lange and Linda McClelland, National Register historian, want 
more information on the level of integrity for the areas of the HCRH between Hood River and 
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Cascade Locks.  Robert has sent them more pictures and he should get a better sense of what 
direction they want to take regarding including abandoned and deteriorated HCRH segments in the 
landmark nomination.  Hopefully, it will be designated a NHL by this summer. Designation will also 
include a bronze plaque stating that the HCRH is a National Historic Landmark.  This important 
honor is equal to that of being an All-American Road.  
 
 
STARVATION CREEK TO VIENTO 
Waiting for STIP amendment.   The project goal is to make the segment handicapped accessible. 

 
WARRENDALE TO MOFFETT CREEK 
 Waiting for STIP amendment. 

 
ACTIVITY STATUS REPORTS: 
 
ODOT 
Charlie Sciscione reported that there is just routine winter maintenance happening.  There have 
been several rockfalls and crews have been out cleaning those up as they can.   
 
The guardrail installation proposed for the HCRH near the Springdale Job Corp, in Corbett, is being 
investigated. The location of underground utilities may make it difficult to install the guardrail.  This 
was discovered when some drainage work was done in the area. 
 
Sam Wilkins, reported to Jeanette earlier, that no actions had been taken on the proposal for 
guardrail at Mosier.  Further investigation indicates that two 50-foot sections may solve the concern. 
 No funds have been identified to construct any guardrail, however. 
 
James asked if District 2C received calls regarding damage for rock fall and if ODOT has liability. 
 
Charlie Sciscione answered that calls are received and are referred directly to Risk Management in 
Salem.   
 
OPRD 
Jack Wiles reported that a TEA21 Grant has been prepared for Vista House restoration.  The upper 
balcony windows still need to be completed and the upper balcony platform has water trapped 
underneath.  The masonry has to be repainted and the main apron around the building requires 
replacing.  It is hoped that a tile roof, much like the original, can replace the present metal roof.  The 
estimated cost for these projects is $2,000,000.  The amount of grant that is being applied for is 
$500,000; the minimum amount that can be applied for is $200,000. 
 
There still is the issue of the restrooms at Starvation Creek State Park.  The park’s septic system 
was built in the early 30’s.  The cost for the upgrade of the water system only was  $65,000 in 1998; 
this does not include the needed upgrade of the waste-water treatment system or ADA upgrades.  
There are no funds available at this time.  Neither OPRD, nor ODOT have monies for 
modernization projects.   
 
James added that the governor’s budget replaces previous General Fund dollars with funds from 
the Lottery (the Parks and Salmon Initiative).  There will not be much of an increase in the total 
available to OPRD. 
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DEVELOPMENT REVIEWS: 
The plans for the State Parks (former Shipp property) are to have the buildings removed by burning 
by the volunteer fire department as a training exercise and to revert the property back to its natural 
state.  The buildings are not historic.  There is going to be a burn exercise to remove the houses.  
The fire department has room to bring their trucks off of the HCRH and onto the site.  ODOT will 
ask for coordination on traffic control needs. 
 
There are no other development review concerns. 
 
MEMBERS ISSUES: 
Jeffery Plummer did some follow-up on the movie briefs of the HRCH and found one copy he could 
get for about $175.00. 
 
James Hamrick wants everyone to know that the report from the Cultural Development Task Force 
is finished and information will be going out tomorrow. 
 
Julie Curtis shared with everyone that Jeanette Kloos will be doing a presentation at the training 
seminar in March, for the people who work in the welcome centers.  The Lewis and Clark 
Bicentennial Celebration is in planning stages.  The National Tourism Council will be hosting their 
conference in Portland this year.  On the itinerary is a trip to the Gorge and a tour of Fort Clatsop.  
 
John Lundell had questions regarding crosses on the side of the road at the scene of fatal 
accidents and what ODOT’s policy is concerning them.    
 
ODOT is concerned if a cross is located on the right-of-way, but not when it is on private property.  
If the fatality as the result of a drunk driver, the family can purchase a sign for $500 and ODOT will 
maintain the sign for 5 years. 
 
John Lundell also asked about planting some trees at the west side of the tunnel. 
 
Jack said that they are beginning a tree-planting program with the corrections department.   
 
Bill Pattison is beginning to get calls from car and bike clubs regarding using Hood River to Mosier 
on the HRCH for calendars.  Where can they be directed?  Jack Wiles has made some 
presentations and is maintaining a list of the car clubs. 
 
ODOT is working on a bike map of the Gorge.  It will include information on where to get water and 
places to get bike repairs. 
 
Gay Jervey requested a letter of recommendation for some proposed recreation projects taking 
place in the Gorge.  Bill and Jeanette will read the plan and make a recommendation to the 
committee at the next meeting. 
 
 
 
NEXT MEETING DATE AND LOCATION: 
Tuesday, March 30, 1999 
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Attachments:  
Event Planning Chart 
Rockfall Mitigation Options Chart 
Development Review Summary 
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