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Historic Columbia River Highway Advisory Committee Meeting

MINUTES

March 29, 2010
Multnomah County Central Library
Portland, OR

Members Attending: William Pattison, Chair; Wayne
Stewart, Vice-Chair; Marc Berry; Art
Carroll; Ernie Drapela; Mark
Stevenson; Jenn Cairo and Rich

Watanabe

HCRH AC Staff: Kristen Stallman; Susan Hanson; and
Sara Morrissey

Others Attending: Jeanette Kloos; Gary Brannan; Brian

Bainnson; Dick Weber; Sam Wilkins;
Ryan Johnson; Mark Davison; Darin
Wilson; Joseph Ryan; Pat Pattison;
Christine Plourde; Jerry Smith; Robert
Hadlow; Kyle Crate; and Sam
Hargrave

Call to Order
William (Bill) Pattison, chair, called the meeting to order at 10:35 A.M.

Mark Stevenson was noted as an alternate for Jenn Cairo in order for the
advisory committee to make a full quorum.

Minutes from the December 10, 2009 Meeting

Bill noted that Art was not listed as attending the last HCRH in the minutes yet
was quoted in the minutes throughout the meeting. He and Art requested
adding Art’s name to the meeting attendees as he had been present at the
December 10, 2009 HCRH advisory committee meeting. Wayne moved to adopt
the December 10, 2009 HCRCH advisory committee meeting minutes with the
suggested changes and the motion carried.

Public Comment
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Dick Webber stated that he had recently driven out to Cascade Locks on the
HCRH and that he was impressed at how clean the highway had been. Kudos to
the state and ODOT maintenance!

Exit 62 / Cascade Ave. HCRH Design Workshop Overview & Action

Kristen explained that Exit 62 and Cascade Ave. were part of the Hood River
Interchange Area Management Plan (IAMP) which is being worked on by ODOT
and DKS. Kristen explained that in the long run Cascade Avenue will need to
change in order to accommodate Hood River’s population growth and traffic
volume. In the study conducted by DKS it was determined that Cascade Avenue
would need to be widened to 5 lanes in the future. DKS presented these findings
to the advisory committee in December 2009. However, the advisory committee
did not support the findings and requested that DKS review the proposal that
was done for the Super Walmart to get additional ideas of how to handle
increased traffic volumes on Cascade Ave.

Kristen spoke to individuals from Hood River and it was decided to hold a
design workshop to develop alternatives to a 5 lane Cascade Avenue. This
design workshop would also provide ideas regarding the development of a new
gateway that would connect people to Hood River as well as to the Columbia
River Gorge. In the future Exit 62 will become a gateway to the agricultural and
winery zones of Hood River and it will also be used in higher volume by Hood
River residents as population growth is expected to occur in the southern
quadrant of the city. Thus, the designs would need to reflect the interests of a
large group of stakeholders — property owners, HCRH advocates, City of Hood
River, Hood River County while also addressing safety issues. Kristen thanked
Art, Wayne and Bill for attending the workshop. Brian Bainnson and Bibi Gaston
(Quatrefoil) were hired to run the workshop and Kristen was very pleased with
the outcomes. The workshop was held at the Hood River Hotel and was
attended by 19 individuals who went through the project’s goals, considerations
and then drafted design ideas.

Art felt that the meeting had been productive. The 19 participants had
represented a diverse interest group from the community who were very
interested in the development of the exit. The group of 19 consisted of county
planners, city planners, the city manager and people with business interests
(winery, tourist industry). The groundwork for the meeting had been laid out
well by Kristen and Brian. Art agreed that the future growth of Hood River
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would occur in the southern quadrant and that this project accurately captured
this growth. He added that the term ‘gateway” would need further clarification
as the project developed. Art felt that the meeting was successful due to the
quality of the people who had attended and their diverse mix of interests.
Wayne agreed with Art’s observations. Bill added that he agreed with Art as
well, the quality of the people and community representation led to the
meeting’s success. Bill did note that he had received one complaint. The Hood
River fruit stands did not feel like they had been fairly represented and that only
the wineries had been present at the meeting.

Kristen asked the HCRH advisory committee to review the two alternatives that
were developed during the design development meeting in Hood River and to
select the design that the advisory committee preferred. Kristen also noted that
both of the designs presented were pending ODO T approval. The designs
would need to be reviewed by roadway and traffic engineers before they could
be deemed as official design plans.

Brian Bainnson, from Quatrefoil, Inc. described both of the design options. He
explained that the design workshop focused on the direct study area which was
between I-84 and Mt. Adams and totaled about 700 ft. of roadway. The first thing
that had been discussed was to reduce the scale of the roadway. Brian presented
the advisory committee with the first design which looked at simplifying the
roadway with two lanes heading east into downtown Hood River and one lane
heading west. In addition, there would be green space that could be constructed
into a fourth lane (to head west) if it were needed in the future. This design
option kept the roadway narrow but with the option of expansion in the future
in order to avoid overbuilding the area. The design also included a 12 foot
multiuse path for bicycles and pedestrians on the south side of the road. Design
option one also included a landscaped area between the roadway and the
multiuse trail to create a buffer between cars and pedestrians and bicyclists.

Brian explained that in design option one it showed Country Club Road as
closed off. Traffic that would have gone down Country Club would be shifted
onto Mt. Adams. Brian explained that the area where Country Club is currently
located could be developed into a pull off where tourists could obtain
information about local festivals, wineries and fruit stands. Currently, this area is
currently being used informally by local businesses to hand out festival
information. In the future it could be developed into a pull off with an
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information kiosk. It was also decided that the landscape of this area would
reflect agricultural use (wineries / fruit). Tourists would be able to access
wineries through Mt. Adams in the future instead of using Country Club Rd.
Brian noted that the commercial development parcels along Cascade Ave. would
need to deal with their access points when the shift from Country Club to Mt.
Adams occurred. ODOT will have to address the access issues along this stretch
of road in the future as changes occur. Brian then went over the design details
again showing that design one consisted of a 3 lane road section, 10 ft. landscape
median (between roadway and multiuse path) and a 12 ft. multiuse path. The
landscaping would highlight the rock outcroppings on west side and keep a lot
of the native vegetation. Brian also discussed bringing in HCRH elements such as
the historic guardrail or a masonry wall into the landscaped buffer. In addition,
the old Craigrats lodge site (where a chimney remains) had the potential to
become an interpretive site.

Brian then discussed the second design option. Again, the focus was to reduce
the scale of the larger road section. In this design the use of a median was chosen
in order to reduce the scale of the roadway. Brian did note that a median could
be a bit controversial as there are no other medians along the entirety of the
HCRH. The design consisted of 2 eastbound lanes and 2 westbound lanes that
would be separated by a 14 ft. wide center median. The median would have nice
landscaping and perhaps incorporate HCRH landscape features (guardrail /
stone walls). This plan also allowed for the potential of a pull off area where
people could stop at a kiosk and small plaza to pick up brochures and
information. For pedestrians and bicyclists there would be 6 ft. wide sidewalks
and shoulders so the bikes would stay in the roadway. This design created a
smooth through movement on Mt Adams and allowed for gateway signage for
wineries, fruit, etc. Brian also suggested installing a nice “Welcome to Hood
River’ sign at the entrance to Cascade Avenue. This signage could tie into the
Gorge family of signs for individuals to understand that they were in a special
location. This design also included the usage of a knoll that had views of the
river. To access the knoll Brian suggested creating a side path. While the idea of
creating a bridge between the south side of Cascade Ave. up to the old Craigsrats
lodge (north side) was discussed, in reality it was too far of a distance for a
bridge span. People at the design meeting had been really excited about doing
something sooner than later regarding the creation of an entryway into Hood
River. Brian reviewed the design two details again with 2 lanes on both east and
west bound sides, a 14 ft. landscaped median between east and west bound
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lanes, and 6 ft. pedestrian paths and bicycle roadway shoulders. The landscaping
would also include the natural rock outcroppings.

Marc asked what a bicycler coming from the west side of I-84 experience when
entering Cascade Ave. Brian replied that both sides of the Exit 62 interchange
would be signalized with traffic lights in the future. In design option one the
bicycles would travel along Cascade Ave. on a multiuse path while in design
option two the bicycle would be on the roadway with the cars.

Kristen stated that both designs represented good ideas and options. She again
emphasized that both designs needed to be worked through with ODOT
engineers. Kristen then explained that the City of Hood River needed to adopt a
design option into their TSP plan. Additional details from each design would
need to be obtained (property development of sidewalks, road expansion, ROW,
etc.). However, Kristen was hoping for the HCRH advisory committee to vote in
order to determine which plan was preferred by the HCRH AC.

Bill asked if there was controlled access to the 3 currently undeveloped
proprieties on the south side of Cascade Ave. Kristen replied that access would
be determined as the properties became developed. Brian added that access on
Mt. Adams would also need to be determined. He emphasized that these designs
were still at the conceptual level.

Wayne stated that he preferred the first design option that Brian had presented.
Wayne acknowledged that the HCRH advisory committee had a MOU with the
City of Hood River and Hood River County regarding the width of Cascade Ave.
Wayne stated that he would like to keep Cascade Ave. as narrow as possible. The
tirst design option allows for the road to remain narrow, serves the current traffic
pattern while also allowing for future expansion. Wayne hesitated in supporting
design option two because of the amount of additional right of way (ROW)
acquisition the median would require. Wayne also thought that design option
one provided a uniform look that would grab people’s attention when they got
off the interstate to show them where they were and give them a sense of place.
Wayne noted that the current entrance to Hood River is a mishmash of
information and signs and landscaping and that he would like the entry to the
city to be clearer and more uniform.
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Art stated that he was reviewing both design options but that he was puzzled
about the timing and how interrelated all of the projects in the area (Exit 62,
Cascade Ave., Mt. Adams, Country Club) were. Art then asked if the expansion
or design development of Cascade Ave. could proceed without the
implementation of the new exit 62. Kristen replied the IAMP would schedule the
projects in order of priority. The first project that needs to occur is to realign
Country Club Road because of its proximity to the interchange. The second
priority is to build the interchange and the third priority is the expansion of
Cascade Ave. Kristen then explained that if properties were developed along
Cascade Ave. this plan would begin to be built bit by bit and it would allow for
the development to occur in a uniform and directional manner. Kristen
emphasized that this project was a long term project but that it would be
included in the master plan and provide people a direction to move forward
with the area’s development.

Marc stated that he preferred the first design option with the multiuse path as he
felt it was safer for pedestrians and bicyclists.

Bill asked if the long range plan was to shift truckers off of 13" Ave. Rich
Watanabe confirmed that Bill was correct. He explained that trucks were
currently trying to go up 13" ave. to get through Hood River and reach the
agricultural lands. However, 13 had a lot of corners and there were length
restrictions on the street. So instead, trucks were using Country Club Rd.
However, they were unable to make it up the large hill on Country Club Rd. in
the winter. So eventually they would be routed onto Mt. Adams. Rich shared
that ODOT was currently scooping the project (realigning Country Club Road) in
order to conduct preliminary estimates. He emphasized the need to know a
preference from the advisory committee as it would be helpful regarding lane
design.

Jeanette asked if both design options required an amendment to the
programmatic agreement. Kristen replied that both would require an
amendment. However, it was preferable to get the alternative chosen first.
Kristen noted that the project had good support from the city and from SHPO.
Many of the key players of the project have already become involved as they
attended the design workshop.
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Art noted that while design option two had many positive landscape visual
resources it would require a wide scale of impact and he found it more intrusive
than design option one. Given that both provided for safe bicycle access, Art
stated that he was in favor of Wayne’s observation to minimize the scope of the
highway intrusion as that reflected the spirit and the intent of what the HCRH
advisory committee strived to do in their guidelines. Thus, Art preferred option
one. Marc, Ernie and Bill all preferred option one. Bill noted that avoidance of
overbuilding was discussed in the design workshop. Wayne moved for the
HCRH advisory committee to recommend design option one. Ernie seconded the
motion and the motion carried.

GIS and LIDAR in Gorge

Kristen then introduced Ryan Johnson from ODOT who had been working on a
graphic information system (GIS) project relating to the HCRH. Kristen
explained that Ryan was creating a GIS database that would be very helpful to
OPRD, USFS and ODOT. This first GIS database was between Wyeth and Hood
River as it was the section outlined in reconnection strategy.

Ryan shared that Kristen had approached him a few months ago to work on
mapping the area between Wyeth and Hood River. Advanced mapping
technology was available for this segment as light detection and radar (LiDAR)
had recently been completed. Ryan explained that LIDAR was a remote sensing
system that was used to collect topographic data. The information was recorded
from a plane, similar to traditional radar but is more detailed and takes millions /
billions of measurements along each section. Ryan then explained that the
standard outputs were point cloud datasets.

Wayne asked how data underneath structures was collected. Ryan replied that
there were two types of data, bare earth and reflective surface. An algorithm had
been developed to strip away structure features (including the tree canopy) in
order to see the earth mapping. Ryan explained that this had been developed to
help monitor landslides.

Art asked if LIDAR could evaluate stream bed loads. Brian replied that while
geologists would probably have to into the field to evaluate the stream bed loads
from the ground it would be possible to generate geohydro models with this
information as well.
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Brian shared that Kristen had requested the maps to show 2 ft. contours. He had
used smoothing algorithms to generate the contours on the topography data.
Brian also shared that he would be using Hood River County’s 6" images /
photos for the aerial mapping.

Brian would be giving Kristen all of the databases that he had produced so that
she could share the information with anyone. Engineers could go into the
database to use the information for analytical processes and to map out their
engineering.

Brian then shared some of the images from the automated map series that he had
created. He shared that it would easy to add more information going forward.
He had also created maps that showed ownership and tax lot information.
Unstable slopes and streams had also been identified. Brian shared that he and
his team were really close to finishing the database and would then deliver the
map series (3 sets of 16 maps) to Kristen. Brian said that anyone who had
questions could contact him.

Kristen noted that the applicability of these maps was amazing. Kristen was
hoping that maintenance could use these maps in the future. Kristen also
emphasized the importance of knowing the ownership in the land and was very
glad to see that it was included on each map.

Ryan shared that there was always a flood of data being collected and that it
could be added to the maps in the future if desired. Kristen added that Ryan had
entered the information from the 2016 reconnection strategy and that it was
possible to also see the historic ROW maps as a layer. Ryan suggested that in the
tuture it would be helpful to integrate the traditional ROW as well as the survey
information to have one comprehensive map.

Kristen noted that Ryan’s work would soon be complete and that she would try
to get the advisory committee members hard copies of the maps after the final
maps had been developed.

Lewis and Clark Development Plan Update

Kristen introduced Mark Davison (OPRD) to conduct a presentation on the
Lewis & Clark (L&C) State Park development plan. Davison presented the initial
plan to the HCRH advisory committee in September of 2009.
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Davison began his presentation with a bit of background regarding the L&C
State Park. He shared that OPRD had initially looked at the park due to it being a
gateway site to the Gorge and for all of the work that has been done regarding
the Sandy River trail connections. Davison told the advisory committee that
OPRD was working on a site development / management plan, not a state park
master plan for this particular park. In September of 2009 Davison discussed the
analysis and inventory segment that had been conducted for this plan. Since then
OPRD had developed a preliminary draft design. The design was supposed to be
completed in April of 2010, however, an ownership issue came into play.
Through research that was conducted for this project it was discovered that
ODOT owns the “triangle” of land between 1-84, the railroad and the Sandy River.
OPRD owns a segment of Jordan Road in this area. So ODOT owns land and
OPRD owns some roadway. This ownership status triggered an additional step
in the development process and OPRD is now working with ODOT on the
project as a partnership.

Mark Stevenson added that OPRD was ready to do the site improvements but
that the partnership needed to become officially recognized in order to do the
improvements.

Davison noted that the design plan would need to be worked through with
ODOT. The L&C acts as a gateway to the Gorge as well as a hub for the Sandy
River. It is mainly used as Portlanders’ local park beach. However the park is
overused. Stevenson confirmed that the site was overused and could see 500
vehicles a day when the weather was nice. In addition, this overuse caused a lot
of illegal parking to occur — on the curb and on really steep embankments.

Davison then handed out an opportunity constraints map that was based on the
inventory work. The map combined all of the types of resources and would
provide guidance in moving forward in the site program. Davison noted that the
entrance to the park was occasionally a dumping ground. He acknowledged the
need to improve the image of the arrival experience — signage, safety and
landscaping from the I-84 and Sandy River Entrance.

Through the Sandy River corridor there will be a pedestrian / bike bridge that
will cross the river from the west to the east side of the river and then follow the
river south on a multiuse path. Davison shared that there were a couple of pinch
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points (i.e. boat launch location) where the trail would potentially need to be
reduced to 6 ft. Davison noted this would potentially be okay as the trail would
most likely be for pedestrians as bicyclists would probably be on the road.

Davison noted that OPRD was looking at two day use areas — one on the north
side (existing day use area) which would be expanded to have a plaza with an
interpretive kiosk, bike parking, etc. Then in the ODOT triangle a formal parking
area could be developed. This would allow for 2 parking areas for a total of 220
cars (110 cars per lot). Also, this would help emphasize legal parking. Davison
shared that the OPRD biologist really liked the parking area proposal.

Davison then handed out a draft plan. He recognized that OPRD would be
working with ODOT, USFS and the Port to coordinate regarding trail
connections in the area. The plan identified L&C Park as a hub for some of larger
trail plans (40 mile connection). OPRD realized that the L&C Park would
perhaps be a larger project, especially in regard to trail maintenance and
management. The trail plan could also perhaps provide Troutdale with a local
walking loop.

Davison then pointed out where OPRD proposed putting in deck platforms for
the beach area. This would reduce the amount of social trailing. He also
identified where there were proposed crossings, either at grade or raised grade,
to slow down traffic. Davison asked for ideas to stop cars parking on the
shoulder. Larry Olson suggested using curbing to control illegal parking. Art
liked the idea of engineering out illegal parking.

Davison added that there was another idea for a fence separation but that
perhaps this would be too intrusive on the site itself. There could be a fence on
the bike/pedestrian trail on the riverside to reduce social trailing. This reduction
in social trailing would allow for opportunities for restoration as identified by
OPRD biologists. The proposed plaza would provide people with information on
the HCRH, Lewis & Clark Park and the Gorge. Picnic shelters had been
discussed but it was decided that they wrong for this type of park. Davison then
spoke about the ODOT triangle and said that ODOT would have to control this
area and that this would be discussed in more detail in a meeting that he was
having on Friday with ODOT staff.
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Art shared that the area had been used by ODOT for storage of supplies or that
the railroad had used it for tie storage in the past. These were almost like
commercial uses that were going on in that area which was a conflict with the
NSA. Art added the site had also been used as a debris disposal site by ODOT
during emergency situations. Art felt that it would be meaningful to deal with
these issues in the planning process, especially in regards to an emergency.

Davison replied that Mark Stevenson would be addressing those issues and that
there would be a discussion on how to manage these issues. He added that
perhaps there could be a screened maintenance area for ODOT or OPRD use.
Davison then shared that the plan showed a 220 max parking area.

Ernie asked if any of the triangle or park were within the city limits of Troutdale.
He asked if it would be beneficial to address the city in the OPRD plans. Davison
responded that OPRD would be meeting with the county and city to discuss the
proposed plans.

Art asked if the ped/bike path would be ADA grade due to the nature of the
topography. Davison responded that the majority of the trail would be ADA
grade, however there would be a steep grade near the boat ramp. Larry added
that it would be possible to increase the rock cut to get more space and have a
lower grade. Davison added that Jordan Rd. was an OPRD road and could be
more of a park standard. A lot of the through traffic in the area was commuter
traffic and OPRD would be respectful to the commuters but OPRD had identified
that there needed to be more safety crossings at the park.

Sean Loughran (Port of Portland) stated that he would like to see the plan
preserve flexibility for future opportunities. The Troutdale airport is to the north
and west of the L&C Park and the airplane approach is over an island that is
owned by the Department of State Lands. Sean noted that there were some
opportunities here and elsewhere for restoration. Davison noted Sean’s comment
and added that the wording in the plan would hopefully address next steps and
identify future opportunities.

HCRH State Trail Plan Proposal

Kristen shared that in December 2009 the advisory committee had discussed the
need to look at facilities (where restrooms will be, etc.) and do more refined
planning for the trail reconnection segments. Kristen developed a proposal and
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presented it to Jenn Cairo (OPRD). While Jenn liked the idea of the state trail plan
proposal she also shared that she was staffed to capacity and could not provide
assistance in the development of the document. However, Kristen was able to
secure funding for the planning to be completed through a contract. Kristen
shared that she envisioned the State Trail plan to not only guide the development
of the trail (location, engineering, etc.) but also guide state parks in how they
develop their management plans. Kristen also noted that other agencies would
be a part of the plan’s development including the US Forest Service. Kristen was
also hoping that the data from GIS project would feed into State Trail Plan.

Jenn noted that the development of the state trail plan was an ideal situation,
especially as the funding had already been obtained. Jenn was excited to have the
opportunity to be consistent with the intent and design along the trails.

Kristen shared that the project went to bid last week and had six highly qualified
tirms apply for the job. The contract was awarded to Quatrefoil (Brian Bainnson).
Kristen then noted that the next step was to work on an MOU with OPRD and
USFS that would address that all of the agencies were working together on this
plan.

LUNCH

Latourell & Mitchell Point Design Plan Presentation
Kristen then introduced Darin Wilson, an interim engineering manager at OPRD,
to present the Latourell Falls and Mitchell Point plans to the HCRH AC.

Darin handed out copies of the project to HCRH advisory committee members
and noted that OPRD had been now been working on these projects for 6
months. Darin then provided a summary of how these projects were developed.
OPRD received a grant through WFLHD in August of 2009. Specific
improvements were funded with this grant. However, not all of the project
design concepts, many of which were done by Quatrefoil, were funded. Darin
then went over what each grant had funded:

e Latourell - Interpretive signing, vegetation management to improve
waterfall view and a rehabilitation of the parking lot — new rock /
masonry curbs, signing and paving. OPRD would be funding a new
restroom.
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e Mitchell Point — A new overlook, a trail connection and a repaved and
redesigned parking lot (14 cars and 1 oversize)

Preliminary designs for both sites had been submitted to WFLHD. However,
everything, including the scope, was still on the table for discussion.
Environmental and cultural resource reviews were also being reviewed by
WFLHD. Permits should be submitted in summer 2010 (land use and building
permits), the project should be bid in January 2011 and construction would begin
by spring 2011. The project had to be completed by end of fiscal year of 2011.
Darin provided committee members with a detailed schedule of the project’s
timelines.

OPRD had identified core members and stakeholders (USFS, ODOT and OPRD).
The budget was then reviewed. There was a total of $670K available for
construction on both sites. Cost estimates with details were included in the
packet. Based on the preliminary design the full construction cost for both
projects was $815K, around $140K short. However, Darin noted that as this cost
was based on preliminary designs it included a lot of contingency.

Darin then reviewed the Mitchell Point project. He first described the trail
connection project. OPRD’s trails coordinator and OPRD’s cultural research
specialist had developed the trail. The trail had $10K of funding through the
grant. Darin acknowledged that it would not be a paved or well-developed trail
but would instead be a ‘bush-whack’ trail.

Ernie noted that there were already social networking paths up to the top of
Mitchell Point. Darin stated that this would be a new trail. Jenn added that the
definition of a trail comes into play too. Bill shared that it was a real scramble to
reach the top of Mitchell Point. He asked if the trail would bring the scale down
or improve the grade. Darin said that the trail would not be straight up as it was
utilizing switchbacks but that it would definitely still be a scramble.

Ernie asked if there was a need to even build the trail. He wondered if this was
just enticing the public to use the trail and have a poor experience. Darin replied
that the trail was funded and identified in the grant. Jenn added that OPRD was
not that far in the planning stage and that if the agency felt that the trail would
be risky then something different would be done.
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Matt said that perhaps the trail could be mapped out for future projects instead.
It would not be beneficial to create a trail that would be a hazard or an attractive
nuisance. Matt added that he would like to see something identified for an ADA
trail. Ernie added that the minute there is an appearance of a trail that people
would come and use it. He wanted to ensure this was a good experience for park
users.

Kristen said that she had helped write the Mitchell Point grant and that the trail
had been added as a connection piece as this was before the tunnel feasibility
study had been conducted. Portland State University students had conducted a
study on a trail similar to this one and had reported that a hiking trail over
Mitchell Point could be done, however that grades would be up to 14% in
sections.

Ernie added that if OPRD was facing a shortfall in funding then he would
recommend holding off on building the trail and use the funding for another part
of the project. Mark Stevenson asked if the $10K could be used elsewhere. Matt
replied that there were opportunities for mixing and matching. If it was not an
inappropriate scope element then it would be possible to remove this scope
element and move the funding elsewhere. Dick Webber asked what the length of
the trail would be. Darin was unsure about the exact length and thought that it
was about a mile long.

Darin then shared that the current state of the overlook at Mitchell Point is a
rectangle of asphalt with a chain link fence. OPRD’s primary concern was if
oversize vehicles could make a turn in the parking lot. There was also a concern
with rock fall as large boulders had occasionally rolled out onto the parking lot.
Darin shared that the grant did not have any funding for rock fall work but that
there could be a berm created to make a barricade between the parking lot and
the dangerous rock fall area. OPRD was concerned about having parking too
close to the rock face. Darin then showed another alternative that would reverse
the flow of traffic and that people would unload into the center area. Darin
shared that preliminary design was around 30% complete.

Art asked if rock fall would be a safety issue. Darin replied that it would be.



Historic Columbia River Highway Advisory Committee Meeting
Multnomah County Central Library

March 29, 2010

Page 15 of 22

Darin added that if there was money available to build the tunnel and that the
contractor would need to use the parking lot as a staging area that it would be
around $20K to repave. Darin added that OPRD was trying to accommodate the
scope of the grant.

Jeanette shared that the proposed trail would perhaps have environmental issues
as there were peregrines nesting in the area. Jeanette asked if this environmental
issue had been addressed. Darin responded that WFLHD was reviewing the
issue of falcon nesting habitat. Mark Stevenson added that the OPRD biologist
had noted that the area was not an active nesting habitat.

Kristen asked if this project captured the old roadway of the HCRH. Darin
replied that the original scope of the project was so large that this funding could
not address all of it. Kristen responded that the plan sheet that was submitted for
the grant was part of the plan. Darin replied that the whole application had not
been funded.

Kristen asked the reasoning behind the pavement difference. Bill asked if OPRD
planned on exposing the original HCRH warranite. He noted that the pavement
that was currently on top of the warrrenite was just a thin overlay. Jenn replied
that if they were taking it down to the warrenite they would have to take down
the rest of the parking area to resurface it at that area. Darin added that he had
discussed grinding the existing lot and repaving the lot. At this point in time
OPRD was not sold on any one idea.

Kristen asked if Hood River County had requested the pervious paving. Darin
was unsure. Jenn said that the pervious surface was used to deal with the flow of
water.

Darin asked the HCRH advisory committee about the best method to get
feedback. He stated that OPRD was at the 30% stage of development. He asked if
there were any individuals who like to attend ORPD meetings regarding these
projects. He also offered to come back in June 2010 to present the work that was
being done.

Wayne stated that Mitchell Point had already been discussed. While funding for
the future tunnel was still unknown he did not feel that this plan should be
implemented until tunnel funding occurred. Wayne was trying to figure out



Historic Columbia River Highway Advisory Committee Meeting
Multnomah County Central Library

March 29, 2010

Page 16 of 22

what the public would get out of this plan. The final results seemed to be an
overlook and a new parking lot. However, Wayne felt that there was already
adequate parking available at the site. If the future tunnel were built then the
development of the lower parking lot would be part of those plans. Wayne felt
that the positive aspect of these plans was the new overlook. He was unsure why
anything would be done to improve the parking lot.

Kristen asked Matt if it would be possible to move the money that was not spent
on Mitchell Point to Latourell. Matt said that as more elements were removed or
shifted, the project would have to go back to be reviewed by the tri-agency and it
each movement would have to be justified. The parking lot had a large estimate
and if it was not improved Matt suspected that some of the funding would be
lost.

Wayne noted that every time he had been up to Mitchell Point he never saw
more than 4 or 5 cars. He did not feel that an improved overlook would increase
traffic or danger. Wayne encouraged OPRD to construct the overlook but to
refrain from repaving the parking area. He was unsure if any ramping or
grading needed to be added in front of the restroom for ADA.

Brian asked Wayne if his concern was regarding the parking lot with the future
tunnel. Wayne replied that it was. Wayne thought that with the new tunnel there
would perhaps be a parking lot below on I-84 and that this upper parking lot
would only be for ADA or pedestrians. Brian asked if it would be possible to
develop a parking lot that worked with the development of the future tunnel.
Jenn asked if the parking lot was not being completed would the trail then be
built? She was not sure if capacity would be an issue. Marc felt that if it was
possible and the funding was available to improve things now then they should
be improved. If the tunnel was funded and built then it could be dealt with at
that time.

Bill asked Jeanette if she recalled a conversation that the advisory committee had
regarding the parking lots with the construction of the tunnel. Bill remembered
comparing it to the Mark Hatfield lot. Bill said that there would probably be two
stages for parking and that there was a need to work with a lot that could be
expanded in the future. Jeanette added that perhaps parking could be developed
to the south of the current parking lot.
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Brian shared that when the tunnel happened and the demand for parking
increased, even with two lots, this main lot would still be needed. Brian noted
that the site to the south of the current lot had a lot of potential but not had
looked at it yet. Brian felt that the parking lot could be designed a lot cheaper
with the current asphalt knowing that the future constructions would perhaps
tear up the asphalt.

Kristen asked if the HCRH advisory committee wanted to organize a
subcommittee to further discuss the Mitchell Point site design. Bill confirmed
that a subcommittee was desired. Kristen stated that she would work with Darin
to develop a subcommittee.

Darin then spoke about the proposed changes at Latourell Falls. The plans
showed a new overlook at the parking lot level as well as the trail to the upper
viewpoint. While there had been discussions about improving the trail to the
upper viewpoint those improvements were not in the grant. However, a railing
would be added to the upper viewpoint trail.

Kristen stated that the lower viewpoint was located in the wrong spot. Kristen
stated that this had been shared with OPRD previously but that this comment
was not reflected in the plans. The viewpoint should be located where the
interpretive sign is located in the plan sheets.

Wayne suggested expanding the viewpoint into the parking lot and eliminating a
few spots in order to make the main viewpoint larger. Mark Stevenson noted
that vegetation management would help improve the view from where the
viewpoint was located on the plan. However, Brian Bainnson agreed with
Kristen’s observation and noted that the main viewpoint on the plan sheet was in
the wrong location. Brian stated that a rock outcrop is in front of the viewpoint
and blocks the view, no matter how much vegetation management is done.

Kristen emphasized the need to work on the plan’s details similarly to the details
that were done at Mitchell Point. Jenn emphasized the need to keep the grant
scope in mind and the need to stay within the budget. Kristen felt that the
parking lot functioned well and wanted to know what the benefit of repaving the
parking lot was. She wanted OPRD to have this discussion.
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Darin noted that the pavement at the viewing area would be stamped concrete,
which he stated was better for ADA use. The wall of the viewpoint would be a
tighter circle rather than an oval.

Jenn stated that there was a need to discuss parking spots. Traffic flow would
need to be maintained. Darin responded that if the viewpoint were increased
into the parking lot there would perhaps be a net loss of 1 spot. Stevenson noted
that the viewpoint might not need to extend into the parking lot, as the sidewalks
were quite wide at the site. Wayne added that the potential for expansion would
be important to consider because the site could become more popular after the
improvements occurred.

Kristen thanked Darin for taking the time to present both projects. Gary Brannan
commented that he had just visited Latourell with his two granddaughters and
that there was a lot of work to be done on the site. Gary pointed out that the
overlook at the parking lot level needed to be cleared out of vegetation to
provide a good view. He also noted that the lower trail was in bad shape and
had big cracks and some sections that were falling off the hill. In addition, Gary
thought that the trail to the upper view point was still really steep, even with
railings. Gary noted that the plan should look at the view point at Multnomah
Falls as it was very effective at letting people view the falls while also allowing
traffic to move.

HCRH AC Staff Updates

Kristen shared that the HCRH wayfinding project was under construction and
that signs were being installed along the designated route. Gary Brannan
congratulated Kristen and ODOT on getting the signs up quickly. Kristen then
continued her updates and addressed the Trail Design Guidelines. Kristen was
working with ODOT staff as well as Christine Plourde (USFS) and Mark Davison
(OPRD) on the development of the guidelines. She noted that they were taking
longer than expected because it had become a larger project than had originally
been anticipated. The guidelines were currently in Salem being formatted and
would be presented to the HCRH AC in the June 2010 meeting. Kristen then
shared that there was a Columbia Gorge Transportation Summit in White
Salmon on April 22. She would be presenting material on the HCRH along with
Jeanette and Bill Pattison. Kristen noted that she would send out details
regarding the summit to other HCRH AC members and interested parties.
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ODOT Maintenance Updates

Sam Wilkins shared that the Chenoweth Berm restoration project was almost
complete and just needed to have the fence and signs installed. Construction
would be finished within a month. He noted that the local newspaper had done a
very nice article regarding the closing of the berm and ODOT had yet to receive a
phone call regarding the quarry. Sam also shared that there had been several
rock falls up at the Rowena Loops during the winter that had been cleaned.
ODOT had also partnered with Pacific Power and Light to remove three large
pine trees in Mosier during the meeting. ODOT was providing the traffic
flagging and Pacific Power and Light was conducting the tree removal.

Friends of the HCRH Updates

Jeanette shared that Friends of the HCRH had reprinted an updated Executive
Summary that included updated costs and mapping. Friends now had 1,000 of
the summary and ODOT would have copies of the updated summary as well.

Friends would be using the executive summaries for future grant proposals as
well as selling them.

Jeanette then shared that the HCRH display had been updated and reprinted.
The new version of the display would be visible at the McMenamins History Pub
in the evening. Additional copies of the display for Friends, OPRD and ODOT
were under production.

Friends of the HCRH also received a $5,000 grant from Cycle Oregon to do a
concept plan on the east side of Mitchell Point. OPRD had given the green light
to proceed with the concept plan after the development of the State Trail Plan.
Work is to be completed by February of 2011. Jeanette then passed around a
HCRH cap that Gary Brannan had developed and would be sold at Multnomah
Falls Lodge.

Jeanette had recently attended the national bike summit in Washington DC and
had good sessions with several congress people. She spoke with Senator Wyden
for more than 20 minutes. Jerry Norquist had also told Jeanette that he had
attended a meeting with Senator DeFazio where DeFazio stated that he wanted
to see the HCRH state trail built & finished. The transportation bill was supposed
to be passed by last September but it is expected that it will not be discussed
until March 2011. Jeanette noted that there had been a discouraging bipartisan
attitude in Washington DC.
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Jeanette then advocated for more Friends of the HCRH volunteers. Volunteer
opportunities included the Gorge Ride now on June 12, work parties to pull ivy
or other invasive species and showcasing the display at public events.

ODOT Updates - Continued

Kyle Crate (project leader for ODOT) updated the HCRH advisory committee on
the HCRH Warrendale to Moffett Creek project. Kyle shared that ODOT was in
the DAP phase (design acceptance) and that the design was on track to have
advanced plans completed by Oct. 2010. If funding for construction were to be
available the project would then be ready to go to bid in 4 months. Kyle noted
that it would take 4 months of additional time after the advanced plans were
complete because of FHWA review, etc.

Kyle then discussed the bridge at McCord Creek. ODOT Bridge had spoken to
bridge fabricators and had been informed that it was possible to install a 110 ft.
bridge at this location. This would make the bridge a single span and ensure that
it was completely out of the high water mark. Kyle added that the single span
bridge would be less expensive and would also better maintain the creek’s

integrity.

Kyle then shared that the rest of the trail alignment was basically the same as
before and that the roadway designers were jus working on design elements and
alignment tweaks. On top of the OBDP wall it was thought that a 4 to 5 ft.
shoulder pile would be needed for about a 100 ft. run.

On Friday ODOT had received the complete survey data for the trail, including
the area beneath Moffett Creek Bridge. Kyle shared that the trail would most
likely be steeper than 5% around the Moffett Creek Bridge because it was
difficult to get under both I-84 bridges with the current grades and hillsides.
Thus, this area would most likely have a 6 — 6.5% grade but would follow trail
guidelines regarding steeper grades.

In addition Kyle was working with OBDP to give them a vertical and horizontal
alignment so when they grade and work in that area (OBDP is currently working
on the Moffett Creek 1-84 bridges) they can leave it in a way that helps the state
trail. Art thought that was fantastic to hear! Kyle also noted that a structure
under the bridge would be needed.
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Jenn asked what state the design was in. Kyle replied that the designs were
currently 30 to 40% complete. Jenn then requested that Mark Stevenson be kept
in the loop in the design as OPRD was responsible to maintaining the trail. Kyle
noted that he would contact Stevenson for future meetings but that not much
had changed in terms of trail alignment.

Jenn then asked Kyle what the next steps regarding the project were. Kyle
replied the geotech group would be conducting exploratory drilling at proposed
walls and bridge locations in order to get additional information of soil and
necessary structures.

OPRD Updates

Stevenson shared that the historic guardrail on the Mosier Twin Tunnels trail
that had been destroyed in the microwave fire had been installed and painted.
OPRD was currently installing signs at Ruckell Ck. and Eagle Creek to alert park
users that the trails were in rough shape.

USFS Updates

Christine Plourde shared that Dianna Ross’s replacement had been hired and
that his name was Lynn Oliver. He was unable to attend this meeting as he was
in training; however he would be attending the next HCRH meeting.

WFLHD Updates

Matt Joerin shared that the off ramp paving project was beginning at Eagle Creek
and that the contractor had begun work. WFLHD also had a reimbursable
agreement in place for Wakheena Falls for basic improvements (i.e. parking lot
improvement and a wall improvement). Matt thanked the HCRH AC for
wanting to save tax payer funds at Mitchell Point by not wanting to pave the
parking lot but that the tunnel project would extend out for a few years and most
likely not be built immediately, even if funding were acquired. Matt shared that
he had accepted a new position at WFLHD and that his replacement would be
attending the HCRH AC meeting going forward. Matt did not know the status of
the Crown Point viaduct project but thought that the project leader was working
on furthering the design.

Round Table
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Ernie Drapela shared that Kristen had set up a meeting with Grant McOmie,
host of Grant’s Getaways on KGW, and that the segment had aired on KGW.
Grant provided a lot of camera time to the reconnection project and Ernie had
received a lot of comments. The segment was still available online at:
http://bit.ly/9muSbU. Ernie thought the HCRH AC should send a letter to the
city of Troutdale to show appreciation for the beautiful arch entrance they
currently installed as the gateway to the gorge. Ernie thought that the arch was
magnificent. He felt that it would be nice if the HCRH AC thanked the city and
that the HCRH should put some thought towards installing a similar arch near
the Discovery Center and The Dalles. Ernie also shared that he had personally
become alarmed that the state of Washington had introduced a bill to kill the
Gorge Commission. He felt that this bill really lacked the vision that the HCRH
AC had for the Gorge. He hoped that Oregon did not feel the same way as
Washington.

Marc Berry shared that it had been 6 months since the microwave fire had
occurred and he wanted to note that OPRD had done a great job getting the Twin
Tunnels Trail back in shape and functional.

Jenn Cairo thanked Gary for his comments regarding the lower trail section at
Latourell Falls. She noted that OPRD was aware of the problems on this
particular trail and was developing solutions for the issues.

Adjourn

The meeting was adjourned. The next Historic Columbia River Highway
Advisory Committee meeting will be on June 24% 2010 in Mosier. Kristen noted
that at the next HCRH meeting it would be beneficial to revisit the Mosier Design
Triangle idea.

Robert Hadlow invited meeting attendees to a History Brewpub at
McMenamin’s Kennedy School where he, George Fekaris and Dave Sell would
discuss the HCRH's history from construction to closure to rebirth.


http://bit.ly/9muSbU
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